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and  the  exhibits  accompanjiDg  the  same. 
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StaU  SupermtenderU. 
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Department  of  Public  iNSTRuanoiin 
Superintendent's  Office 

A.LBA.NY,  MarohlSO,  1897.. 

Ta  the  Legislature: 

Fulfilling  the  duty  imposed  upou  tlie  State  SuperiDtendent  of 
Public  Instruction  by  the  Consolidated  School  Law,  I  have  [the 
honor  to  transmit  to  the  Legislature  information  concernmg  the 
condition  of  the  public  scliools  of  the  State  for  the  year  ending 
July  31, 1896.  This  information,  together  with  observations  which 
I  deem  appropriate,  constitute  the  forty-third]  aniiual:  report  of  tlie 
Department  and  the  second  under  my  administration. 

Documents  and  full  def  \iled  information  will  bo  found  in  the 
accompanying  exhibitb.J 

Most  respectfully, 


State  Superintendent  of  FvUic  Instruction. 


REPORT 


The  year  was  one  of  exceptional  edticational  activitj 
in  many  directions,  and  friends  of  edacation  may  well 
feel  encouraged  bj  the  satisfactory  conditions  which 
now  exist  and  promise  to  continue.  The  Btate  is  moat 
liberal  in  its  provisions  for  education,  public  Interest 
seems  to  be  increasing,  and  the  good  work  of  the  year 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  indication  that  educational 
standards  are  being  tplifted  in  every  direction. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  was  never  brighter.  The 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  publio  to  main- 
tain the  school  sysrtem  with  great  liberality  was  never 
more  manifest.  Teachers  have  more  professional  spirit —  pabiie 
they  are  more  eager  for  professional  equipment — salaries  intw«st 
of  teachers  show  an  upward  tendency — attendance  in- 
creases steadily — ^greater  attention  is  paid  to  school- 
houses  and  school  grounds-^parents  are  showing  deeper 
interest  in  the  schools^  and  altogether  there  are  many 
signs  of  an  educational  awakening. 

The  accompanying  exhibits  tell  the  detailed  story  of 
results  in  all  directions,  and  they  will  be  read  with  pride 
by  every  one  wlio  believes  in  the  power  of  our  schools 
to  make  good  citizens.  They  tell  a  wonderful  story  of 
great  resources  and  great  possibilities  and  show  that  in 
education  as  in  finance  and  commerce  ours  is  truly  an 
imperial  Btate. 

TOWUBHZP  8YBTEM 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  advance  in  the  geneml 
school  work  of  the  State,  thoughtful  educators  view 
with  apprehension  the  failure  of  the  irurol  schools  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  onward  movement  of  those  more 
fortunately  located  in  our  cities  and  villages.   Students 
of  educational  problems  thoroughly  appreciate  that  in 
view  of  the  constant  tendency  of  our  population  and 
wealth  toward  the  cities  and  villages,  the  rural  school  D«eiiB«  of 
problem  has  become  the  one  most  worthy  of  attention  '^■^ 
and  most  perplexing  in  its  solution.    A  careful  study  of  ••'^••^ 
this  problem  has  led  to  a  conviction  that  the  chief  dilB- 
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culty  with  the  rural  schools  is  the  laek  of  systematic 
and  business-like  management  of  their  affairs^  conse- 
quent upon  the  district  system,  that  the  remedy  most 
likely  to  correct  existing  conditions  lies  along  adminis- 
trative lines,  and  that  the  larger  unit  of  the  township  is 
much  better  adapted  to  good  administration  than  is  the 
present  district  system. 

The  district  system  has  been  condemned  and  the  town- 
ship system  approved  by  every  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  in  this  State  from  1860  to  the  present  time, 
and  the  following  extracts  from  annual  reports  to  the 
Legislature  are  certainly  deserving  of  the  attention  of 
thoughtful  men  interested  in  the  educational  standing 
of  our  great  commonwealth. 

Superintendent  Van  Dyck  in  his  report  for  1860,  said: 
"  It  is  obvious  that  the  pupils  in  the  purely  country  dis- 
tricts are  already  reduced  on  an  average  to  a  point  be- 
low the  requirements  of  an  efficient  and  healthy  organi- 
Kition.  It  needs  no  extended  argument  to  pi-ove  that  a 
district  feeble  in  property  and  deficient  in  scholiars  is 
not  likely  to  maintain  a  vigorous  and  efficient  school." 
In  view  of  Superintendent  Van  Dyck's  opinion  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  notwithstanding  a  decline  of 
about  300^000  in  the  rural  school  papulation  since  1860, 
there  are  to-day  371  more  school  districts  than  at  that 
time. 

FV)llowing  are  extracts  from  later  reports  of  State 
Superintendents : 

Superintendent  Gilmour,  report  for  1877:  "  I  am  of  fhe 
opinion  that  the  necessity  of  the  present  system  of 
school  districts  has  ceased,  and  that  the  schools  can  be 
materially  benefited,  the  quality  of  the  instruction  im- 
proved, the  attendance  increased,  and  supervision  made 
more  thorough  by  adopting  the  township  system.-' 

Superintendent  Draper,  report  for  1892:  "  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  belief  that  if  the  township 
system  of  schools  were  once  in  operation  it  w-ould 
greatly  promote  the  efficiency  as  it  would  more  equit- 
ably distribute  the  cost  of  our  rural  schools.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  the  warmest  friends  of  the  measure 
are  those  who  most  thoroughly  understand  its  pro- 
visions." 

Superintendent  Crocker,  report  for  1893 :  "  The  lead- 
ing educators  of  the  State,  irrespective  of  their  political 
views,  stand  as  a  unit  for  the  township  system."    "  Any 


Supebintekdknt's  Report  ix 

measure  afTecting  the  public  »cbool  system,  which  has 
the  hearty  support  of  the  entire  educational  array  of  the 
State,  is  one  which  should  receive  most  respectful  con- 
sideration." "  By  its  adoption  we  would  plaoe  the  local 
affairs  of  rural  schools  on  such  a  basis  that  they  would 
be  managed  in  a  strictly  business-like  manner." 

Massachusetts  experienced  the  same  eril  results  from 
the  district  system^  and  as  early  as  1839,  that  distin- 
guished educator,  Horace  Mann,  in  his  annual  report  as 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  .said:  "  I 
consider  the  law  of  1789,  authorizing  towns  (in  Massa-  f/^other"^* 
chusetts)  to  divide  themselves  into  school  districts,  the  states 
most  unfortunate  law  on  the  subject  of  common  schools 
ever  enacted  in  the  State."  In  the  southern  States  the 
county  is  generally  the  unit  in  local  administmtion, 
and  in  most  of  them  it  has  wisely  been  made  the  unit 
of  local  school  administration  as  well.  In  the  States 
of  the  north  and  largely  in  those  in  the  west,  the  town- 
ship is  the  unit  in  local  administration,  and  for  that  rea- 
son has  been  chosen  as  a  unit  for  school  organization. 

Indiana  was  the  first  State  to  change  from  the  dis- 
trict to  the  township  system,  and  one  after  another  the 
States  have  followed  until  but  few  retain  the  antiquated 
district  system  with  its  inferior  administration,  its 
wasteful  expenditure,  its  unequal  taxation,  and,  above 
all,  its  unequal  school  advantages.  That  the  experience 
of  those  States  which  have  abandoned  the  district  sys- 
tem hafi  been  satisfactory,  is  best  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  none  have  returned  to  it.  To  any  one  at  all 
conversant  with  existing  conditions  in  the  rural  sections 
of  the  State,  it  is  evident  that  hundi*eds  of  school  districts 
have  outlived  their  usefulness  and  the  conditions  under 
which  they  w^ere  created,  and  have  become  a  public  bur- 
den instead  of  a  public  benefit. 

In  1870  there  were  no  fewer  than  1,500  school  districts 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  less  than  10  pupils 
each,  while  the  reports  for  1896  show  more  than  8,500 
such  districts,  and  it  is  safe  to  estimate  that  the  average  Average 
dailv  attendance  for  all  strictiv  countrv  schools  in  the  ***«»dance 

*'  "  •  in  rural 

State  does  not  exceed  10  pupils  for  each  school.  In  g^^hoou 
hundreds  of  districts  the  number  of  school  district  offi- 
cers exceeds  the  number  of  pupils  of  average  attendance. 
Under  such  conditions  it  is  practically  impoK«ible  to 
maintain  interest  in  the  school  work,  either  in  the  com- 
munity or  among  the  pupils  and  patrons;  the  school  is 
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conducted  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  and  school  spirit  is 
at  a  minimum.  An  instance  recently  came  to  my  atten- 
tion of  a  teacher  who  asked  to  foe  released  from  an  unex- 
pired contract  to  teach  in  a  school  of  two  pupils,  giving 
afi  her  reason  that  the  hopeless  task  of  endeavoring  to 
arouse  interest  in  study  under  such  conditions  would 
drive  her  insane. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  law  now  provides  for  the 
annulling  and  consolidating  of  weak  districts,  but  local 
sentiment  stands  in  the  way  and  clings  to  the  old  organi- 
zation more  from  love  of  what  it  has  been  than  from 
respect  for  what  it  is,  until  the  results  from  such  provi- 
sions of  the  law  are  meager  and  barren.  From  an  eco- 
nomic point  of  view,  the  waste  of  the  State  school  money 
under  the  district  system  is  both  startling  and  ludicrous. 
One  of  the  officials  of  this  Department  reports  visiting  a 
country  school  in  company  with  the  school  commissioner 
of  the  district,  and  finding  there  a  teacher  at  work  on  a 
piece  of  embroidery,  but  with  no  pupils  in  attendance. 
Inquiry  elicited  the  information  that  the  school  had 
been  in  session  three  weeks  without  any  pupils,  and 
that  there  were  only  two  children  of  school  age  in  the 
entire  district,  both  of  whom  were  expected  to  attend  the 
school  later  on.  It  is  certainly  unfortunate  that  such  a 
condition  should  be  even  possible  in  a  State  that  stands 
first  among  the  states  in  population,  wealth,  and  natural 
resources. 

The  clear,  unbiased  judgment  of  Horace  Mann,  in 
regard  to  Massachusetts,  pronounced  over  50  years  ago, 
still  remains  applicable  to  our  own  State,  not  only 
unchallenged,  but  affirmed  again  and  again  by  the  high- 
est educational  authorities  throughout  the  United  States 
and  the  world.  The  advisability  of  a  change  in  our  sys- 
tem has  passed  beyond  the  realm  of  discussion.  Every- 
where it  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  the  most  import- 
ant educational  question  before  the  people  of  our  State. 
All  others  can  afford  to  wait  until  it  is  solved.  Better 
schools  in  our  cities  and  villages  but  aggravate  the  evil 
by  still  further  draining  the  rural  schools  and  thus  reduc- 
ing the  school  advantages  of  those  residing  in  rural 
communities. 

I  respectfully  submit  this  question  to  your  honorable 
body  as  one  of  paramount  importance,  demanding 
immediate  attention. 
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In  the  eleven  normal  and  training  schools  of  the  State 
there  was  a  total  enrollment  during  the  year  of  9^481 
pnpils,  against  8,866  during  the  preyioas  year.  There 
was  an  average  attendance  during  the  year  of  7,521, 
against  6,991  in  1895.  The  above  figures  include  attend- 
ance in  all  departmenta  The  whole  number  of  gradu- 
ates for  the  year  was  860,  as  compared  with  716  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  whole  numiber  of  graduates  from  the 
schools  since  their  opening  is  12^731. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  during  the  year  oo«t 
was  as  follows: 

For  instruction,  normal  departments . . .  |161,707  00 

For  instruction,  other  departments 28,520  00 

For  apparatus,  text-books  and  libraries.  30,593  04 

For  mileage 9,425  28 

For  salaries  of  janitors 12,104  59 

For  permanent  improvements 170,043  24 

For  other  expenses. 48,744  77 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1896 20,687  49 


1481,825  41 

The  amount  for  permanent  improvements  given  above 
includes  expenditures  for  additional  accommodations  at 
Geneseo  and  Plattsburgh,  but  does  not  include  expendi- 
tures incurred  in  the  erection  of  a  new  normal  school 
building  at  Jamaica,  for  which  the  L^slature  of  1895 
made  a  reappropriation  of  f  100,000.  A  contract  was 
entered  into  in  June,  1896,  for  the  construction  of  the 
building;  work  was  promptly  begun  under  the  direction 
of  the  Capitol  Commissioner,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  September 
next,  assuming  that  the  Legislature  will  make  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  for  equipment,  furniture  and  main- 
tenance. 

The  value  of  normal  school  property  fairly  appraised  vaiue  of 
is  as  follows:  *''*"' 

Buildings  and  grounds f  1,935,655  84 

Furniture. 156,375  24 

Library  and  apparatus 131,439  41 


12,223,470  49 
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The  provision  for  payment  of  mileage  was  withdrawn 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  year.  It  was 
thought  that  this  provision,  which  had  existed  from  the 
beginning  as  an  inducement  to  young  men  and  women  to 
attend  normal  schools,  was  no  longer  necessary,  inas- 
much as  most  of  the  schools  are  now  instructing  fully  as 
many  students  as  can  well  be  accommodated,  and  no 
pupil  is  now  obliged  to  travel  a  great  distance  to  reach  a 
normal  school. 

There  is  a  constant  tendency  to  raise  the  standard  of 
admission  to  normal  schools,  and  to  increase  the  amount 
of  professional  instruction.  This  tendency  will  certainly 
lead  to  the  graduation  of  a  higher  grade  of  teachers  and 
meet  the  increasing  demand  for  their  services.  Not 
how  much  but  how  good — not  how^  many  teachers,  but 
how  well  equipped — should  be  the  standard  of  our  nor- 
mal schools.  More  than  90  per  cent,  of  the  graduates 
of  these  schools  engage  in  teaching,  and  remain  in  the 
profession  as  long  as  they  receive  encouragement. 

I  desire  to  impress  upon  school  authorities,  especially 
in  cities,  the  importance  of  giving  due  recognition  to 
holders  of  normal  school  diplomas,  making  ihem  prima 
facie  evidence  at  least  of  qualifications  to  teach  without 
further  examination,  beyond  reasonable  tests  by  actual 
experience.  City  educational  authorities  should  not  rely 
upon  special  charter  provisions  to  disregard  certificates 
and  diplomas  granted  to  persons  who  have  met  all  the 
requirements  of  professional  courses  of  study  provided 
by  State  authority.  These  certificates  bear  upon  their 
face  the  authority  to  teach  in  any  public  school  of  the 
State — impliedly  without  further  examination.  They 
should  be  accepted  within  certain  limitations  above 
noted, — ^at  least  they  should  be  accredited  as  testi- 
monials from  the  State,  granted  after  compliance  with 
State  requirements,  and  be  given  full  value. 

With  our  excellent  systems  of  normal  and  training 
schools,  and  teachers  training  classes  in  academies  and 
union  schools,  we  have  abundant  facilities  for  the  profes- 
sional instruction  of  teachers.  So  long  as  we  are  thus 
equipped  there  is  no  present  demand  for  the  erection  of 
additional  normal  schools. 


SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 

The  triennial  elee.tion  of  school  commissioners  took 
place  in  November  last.  Of  114,  60  were  re-elected. 
This  fact  is  encouraging,  even  though  there  be  no  law 
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requiring  special  qualifications.  Of  the  114  commis- 
sioners^ 99  have  had  teaching  exiperience,  10  are  college 
graduates^  20  are  graduates  of  normal  schools,  5  hold 
State  certificates,  and  32  have  won  first  grade  certifi- 
cates. Forty^seven  have  other  occupations.  This 
seems  highly  necessary,  for  the  compensation  paid  school 
commissioners  will  not  decently  support  men  and  women 
and  enable  them  to  do  their  work  intelligently  and  con- 
scientiously. There  is  a  growing  feeling  that  a  law 
should  be  enacted  fixing  the  qualifications  of  school 
commissioners.  They  shou<ld  certainly  be  as  thoroughly  Qnaiifica- 
qualified  as  the  teachers  whose  work  they  supervise.  tion»ofcom- 
The  work  of  a  thoroughly  educated  teacher  can  not  be  "»*••*<>«•" 
inspected  intelligently  by  one  who  is  not  possessed  of 
equal  fitness.  Any  other  view  malces  inspection  a  farce, 
or  confines  it  to  petty  details  attention  to  which  doe« 
not  require  a  high  grade  of  ability.  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  the  present  force  of  school  commis- 
•ioners  it  is  hoped  that  legislation  may  be  agreed  upon 
specifying  some  of  the  qualifications  which  school  com- 
missioners should  possess. 

It  is  -41  pleasure  to  commend  the  painstaking  and 
efficient  work  which  has  been  done  by  women  who 
have  held  and  are  still  holding  the  office.    Although  wom«n 
the   duties  must   be   irksome   and   often   unpleasant,  commi»- 
these   faithful   women  have  not   flindhed,   and   have  ■*•>"•** 
given  to  their  brother  officers  an  excellent  example  of 
faithful  and  intelligent  service.    As  a  great  majority 
ot  oar  teachers  are  women,  a  woman's  sympathy  among 
them  is  felt  and  appreciated  as  a  helpful  infiuence. 
There  was  no  mistake  made  when  the  law  declared  wo- 
men eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  school  commissioner, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  women  are  by  constitutional 
provision  debarred  from  voting  for  candidates  for  that 
office. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  school  commissioners  are 
nkany  and  varied.  I  desire  particularly  to  call  attention 
to  the  requirements  of  subdivision  2,  section  12  of  title 
5,  of  the  Ckmsolidated  School  Law,  which  provides  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  a  school  oommisisioner  "  to  visit 
and  examine  all  the  schools  and  school  districts  within 
his  district  as  often  in  each  year  as  shall  be  practicable ; 
to  inquire  into  all  matters  relating  to  the  management, 
the  course  of  study,  amd  mode  of  instruction,  and  the  Pow«rsand 
text-hooks  and  discapline  of  such  schools,  and  the  con-  duti«» 
dition  of  the  schoolhouses,  sites^  outbuildings  and  ap- 
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pendages;  and  of  the  district  generally;  to  examine  tlie 
school  libraries;  to  advise ^th  and  counael  the  truBtees 
and  other  officers  of  the  distri<>t  in  relation  to  their  du- 
tieS;  and  particularly  in  respect  to  the  constrnotion, 
beating,  ventilating  and  lighting  of  scboolboases,  and 
the  improving  and  adorning  of  the  school  grounds  con- 
nected therewith ;  and  to  recommend  to  the  tra^Ttees  and 
teachers  the  proper  studies,  discipline  and  management 
of  the  schools,  and  the  course  of  instruction  to  be  pur- 
sued." 

Many  other  provisions  of  school  law  spedfy  addi- 
tional duties  and  responsibilities.  Next  to  good  teaoh- 
Ing,  intelligent  and  helpful  inspection  and  supervision 
are  among  our  greatest  educational  needs.  A  thor- 
oughly interested  and  qualified  sch<K>l  commissioner 
-has  opportunities  which  make  his  office  one  of  the  most 
imi>ortant  in  our  school  system.  There  is  a  general  de- 
mand that  the  office  be  magnified  and  dignified,  and  as 
this  is  done  there  will  in  due  time  come  adequate  com- 
8ap«rvision  peusatioiL  School  commissiooiers  should  seek  a  thor- 
ough acquaintance  with  the  educational  oonditions  of 
every  school,  and  school  district,  under  their  sui)ervis- 
ion.  They  ^ould  know  personally  as  far  as  possible 
every  teacher,  every  local  school  officer,  every  progres- 
sive friend  of  education  in  every  school  district.  They 
should  know  the  condition  of  schoolhouses  and  grounds, 
especially  as  to  sanitary  conditions,  ventilation,  health 
and  decency.  Helpful  laws  exist  to  sustain  all  progres- 
sive school  officers,  if  they  have  the  courage  to  do  what 
they  know  to  be  for  the  best  educational  interests  of  the 
State. 
lime  »wen  It  is  estimated  that  the  average  time  devoted  to  su- 
nmi  pervision  of  the  rural  schools  of  the  country  is  one  hour 

•«i»o«i»  per  year  to  each  school.  This  is  a  very  poor  showing 
and  seems  incredible.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that 
this  average  is  much  higher  in  this  State.  The  average 
number  of  school  districts  under  each  school  commis- 
sioner in  the  State  is  97,  and  our  records  show  that  each 
of  our  114  school  commissioners  during  the  year  makes 
on  an  average  133  visits. 

<<  ENBJCHINQ  THE  GBAMMAB  GRADES  " 

It  IB  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  in  certain  quarters 
a  tendency  to  crowd  unduly,  into  the  lower  grades  of 
school,  studies  which  have  hitherto  been  considered  a 
part  of  secondary  school  work.    This  is  done  under  the 
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fippeciouB  pretext  of  "  enriching  the  grammar  grades."  Is  overorowd- 
there  not  danger  that  too  mach  "  enrichment "  may,  ^^,J*** 
after  the  analogy  of  nature,  produce  a  crop  rank  in  luxu- 
riance of  stalk  and  blade,  but  extremely  meagre  as  to 
the  full  com  in  the  ear?  It  is  a  serious  and  intricate 
problem,  the  solution  of  which  is  not  to  be  reached  by 
brilliance  of  theoretical  demonstration,  but  only  by  care- 
ful and  exhaustive  experience.  Nature  has  set  limits 
which  it  is  not  wise  for  man  to  force.  "  Enrichment " 
may  prove  to  be  dilution. 

It  is  a  question  on  which  much  may  be  said  for  and 
against,  and  one  which  presents  totally  different  aspects 
when  viewed  from  different  standpoints;  capable  of  one 
solution  when  the  public  schools  are  looked  upon  as 
instruments  for  the  development  bf  university  students; 
and  of  a  totally  different  solution  when  they  are  con- 
sidered only  as  a  means  of  enabling  pupils  to  intelli- 
gently earn  a  livelihood.    Of  100  children  who  start  in 
life^  about  four  reach  the  high  school,  two  reach  the  col-  p«reent»ve 
lege,  and  94  leave  at  various  ages  to  go  into  the  trades  re«ohiii« 
or  mercantile  clerkships.    For  whom  are  we  to  legis-  •••®»**^ 
late,  the  six  or  the  94?    How  far  does  the  duty  of  the  **  ^^ 
State  to  educate  its  citizens  extend? 

I  agree  entirely  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ten  appointed  by  the  National  Educational  Association 
that  subjects  in  the  lower  grades  need  not  be  treated 
Afferently  for  pupils  who  are  presumably  intending  to 
enter  higher  institutions  and  those  who  are  not.  The 
vital  points  to  be  considered  are,  what  subjects  are  to  be 
taught  in  these  grades  and  to  what  extent  should  they 
be  taught?  Thorough  drill  in  the  fundamental  branches 
Is  presupposed,  but  even  here  there  are  found  slipshod 
methods  in  spelling  and  composition  tolerated  in  this  i>rmin 
oountry  alone.  Not  a  pupil  should  be  womoted  out  of  '«»*•«•»- 
the  grammar  grades  who  can  not  express  his  thoughts 
in  writing  intelligently  and  accurately.  Were  there  a 
proper  (regard  in  many  of  our  schools  for  a  thorough 
training  in  these  essentials  there  would  be  fewer  stu- 
dents in  our  colleges  to-day  unable  to  write  a  creditable 
letter  or  essay. 

Arithmetic  is  another  subject  which  is  recommended 
to  be  curtailed  by  the  ultra-theorists  by  the  omission  of 
such  subjects  as  cube  root  and  abstract  mensuration  and 
the  greater  part  of  commercial  arithmetic  As  a  substi- 
tute therefor  algebra  is  to  be  introduced,  on  the  ground 
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that  it  gives  better  discipline  for  the  mind,  and  also  that 
all  the  arithmetic  needed  by  the  average  pupil  is  thus 
given  and  tliat  he  can  obtain  the  rest  at  a  later  period  in 
his  course.  It  is  a  question  whether  algebra  is  a  better 
disciplinary  process  for  the  younger  minds  than  arith- 
metic, and  whether  it  is  advisable  to  study  the  former 
subject  before  the  ages  of  14  or  15  years;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  greater  utility  of  arithmetic  for  the  major- 
ity of  pupils  under  those  ages,  and  we  can  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  arithmetic  given  between  the  ages  of 
8  and  14  is  all  that  the  greater  part  of  our  school  popu- 
lation ever  obtain,  and  that  an  intimate  knowledge  of  its 
processes,  including  commercial  and  so-called  busin(?ss 
arithmetic,  is  as  essential  as  a  thorough  drill  in  English. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  grouping  with  arithmetic 
oral  instruction  in  concrete  geometry  at  least  once  per 
week  between  the  ages  of  11  and  14,  since  a  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils  of  the  forms  and  relations  of 
part«  of  geometrical  figures  is  highly  essential. 

There isnodoubt  that  the  bright  boyinour  public  gram- 
mar grades  find^much  timeonhis  hands  between  theages 
of  10  and  14,  but  I  believe  this  can  profitably  be  filled  by 
proper  instruction  in  the  subjects  already  assigned  to 
those  grades  rather  than  by  the  importation  of  others 
of  doubtful  utility.  We  rely  upon  thorough  and  syste- 
matic instruction  in  geography  and  history  to  do  this 
work.  Such  thorough  and  systematic  instruction  will 
afford  opportunity  to  the  teacher  for  the  fullest  enricn- 
ment  of  the  course  that  can  be  asked  by  any  one  at  all 
cognizant  of  the  conditions  surrounding  our  common 
schools,  for  geography  should  include  not  only  the  sub- 
ject as  usually  understood,  but  also  the  elements  of  bot- 
any, zoology,  astronomy,  physiography,  commerce,  races, 
religions  and  governments.  Fully  the  same  amount  of 
time  should  be  given  to  it  as  to  arithmetic  and  covering 
practically  the  same  ages,  6  to  14.  The  work  in  history 
should  comprise  a  thorough  drill  in  American  History,  in- 
cluding theelementsof  Civil  Government,  English  History 
and  the  outlines  of  Greek"  and  Roman  History.  Ameri- 
can History  is  a  subject  which  is  much  neglected  in  our 
grammar  schools,  to  our  everlasting  discredit.  There  is 
no  age  when  a  pupil's  mind  is  more  impressionable,  and 
a  thorough  study  and  drill  in  the  events  of  our  own  his- 
tory and  their  underlying  causes  is  of  incalculable  benefit 
in  promoting  love  of  country,  a  love  for  political  history 
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and  a  love  of  sound  and  helpful  reading.  The  study  of 
natural  history  in  our  primary  and  grammar  grades 
should  be  correlated  with  the  work  of  language,  drawing 
and  geography  and  depends  for  its  effectiveness  upon  the 
power  of  the  teacher  presenting  the  subject. 

This  subject  is  not  touched  upon  in  a  spirit  of  hostile 
criticism,  nor  is  it  attempted  in  any  degree  to  outline  intent  of 
all  that  should  be  studied  in  grammar  grades.  On  the  critioiBm 
contrary,  I  have  omitted  all  reference  to  foreign  lan- 
guages, which,  in  the  case  of  modern  languages  may 
be  taught  where  conditions  permit  or  demand  in 
the  grammar  grades;  the  existence  of  such  con- 
ditions can  easily  be  recognized;  but  I  earnestly 
deprecate  the  movement  on  the  part  of  many  teach- 
ers, writers  and  school  authorities  to  set  back  into 
the  lower  grades  subjects  and  methods  of  studying  sub- 
jects which  seem  to  me  on  the  one  hand  to  demand 
greater  maturity  for  accurate  comprehension,  and  on  the 
other,  to  crowd  out  subjects  more  essential  to  the  great 
majority  of  pupils  and  better  calculated  to  develop  them 
for  the  business  of  this  life. 

Time  was  w^hen  the  object  of  the  school  was  the 
development  of  the  individual  and  when  the  personal 
equation  of  each  pupil  entered  into  the  complex  problem;  ^^J«®*  ^^ 
now  all  seems  subordinated  to  the  development  of  a  cur-  *^ 
riculum.  I  earnestly  advise  moving  with  the  utmost 
caution  in  this  direction,  and  taking  for  our  guide  long- 
tried  experience  rather  than  theory,  lest  we  work  irre- 
mediable damage  to  the  plastic  minds  of  the  pupils 
entrusted  to  our  care. 

There  is  still  too  much  attempted  in  grade  work,  and 
courses  of  study  are  overcrowded  beyond  the  ability 
of  pupils  to  master.  It  is  wrong  to  ask  a  pupil  to  do  too 
much  —  as  great  a  wrong  as  to  ask  too  little.  A  course 
of  study  which  does  not  take  into  consideration  the 
physical  as  well  as  the  mental  condition  of  a  child  is 
unreasonable  if  not  criminal.  The  preservation  of  good 
health  should  be  the  first  consideration  in  all  courses  of 
study,  in  all  school  systems,  for  without  good  health,  the 
best  education  loses  its  charm. 

EMPLOYMENT  OP  TEACHERS  IN  CITIES 

Section  4  of  chapter  1031  of  the  Laws  of  1895,  became 
operative  January  1,  1897.  For  a  year  and  a  half  pre- 
vious, however,  the  academies  and  high  schools  of  the 
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State  were  preparing  to  comply  with  its  provisions. 
The  act  was  deemed  by  edacational  authorities  to  be 
one  of  the  most  progressive  school  laws  enacted  for 
many  years,  and  its  practical  working  thns  far  bears 
ont  their  judgment.  The  law  establishes  a  minimum 
preliminary  education  for  every  candidate  for  the  teach- 
ing profession  and  further  prescribes  a  course  in  practi- 
cal and  theoretical  training  in  pedagogy  of  at  least 
thirty-eight  (38)  weeks.  No  person  can  hereafter  be 
employed  in  the  public  schools  of  any  city  who  has  not 
had  this  elementary  drill  and  professional  training.  In- 
oomipeteait  teachers  are  therefore  barred  from  the  pub- 
lic school  service  in  cities  and  a  premium  is  put  upon  a 
thorough  preparation  in  the  principles  and  practice  of 
teaching.    The  section  of  the  law  in  full  is  as  follows: 

"§  4.  After  January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-aeven,  no  person  shall  be  employed  or  licensed  to 
teach  in  the  primary  and  grammar  schools  of  any  city 
authorized  by  law  to  employ  a  superintendent  of 
schools,  who  has  not  had  successful  experience  in  teach- 
ing for  at  least  three  years,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  has  not 
completed  a  three  years'  course  in,  and  graduated  from 
a  high  school  or  academy  having  a  course  of  study  of 
1081,  lAws  not  less  than  three  years,  approved  by  the  State  Super- 
[  of  1805  intendent  of  Public  Instruction,  or  from  some  institu- 
tion of  learning  of  equal  or  higher  rank,  approved  by  the 
same  authority,  and  who,  subsequently  to  such  gradua- 
tion, has  not  graduated  from  a  school  or  olaj^s  for  the 
professional  training  of  teachers,  having  a  course  of 
study  of  not  less  than  thirty-eight  weeks,  approved  by 
the  State  Sui)erintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  restrict  any  board 
of  education  of  any  city  from  requiring  such  additional 
qualifications  of  teachers  as  said  board  may  determine; 
nor  shall  the  provisions  of  this  act  preclude  the  board 
of  education  of  any  city  or  village  from  accepting  the 
diploma  of  any  State  Normal  and  Training  School  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  or  a  State  certificate  obtained 
on  examination,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  preparation 
in  scholarship  and  professional  training  herein  required." 
By  the  provisions  of  this  section  it  became  my  duty 
to  prescribe  a  minimum  course  of  study  for  not  less 
than  three  years  to  be  adopted  by  each  high  school  or 
academy  in  the  State  to  enable  their  graduates  to  be 
licensed  in  or  employed  by  any  city  having  a  superin- 


8«otlon  4, 
ehapter 


Sup£Rint£ndbnt'8  Repobt  wbl 

tendent  of  schools,  to  teach  in  the  pmblic  schools  thereof. 
Accordingly  the  following  course  was  drafted  and  its 
adoption  recommended  to  all  high  «chool«  and  acade- 
mies« 

First.  A  three  years'  -course  of  study  in  a  high  school.  Minimum  s 
in  order  to  receive  the  approval  of  the  State  Superin-  ^•*" 
tendent  of  Public  Instruction,  as  required  by  chapter  ^  **"  ^ 
1031  of  the  Laws  of  1895,  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourage 
and  promote  the  professional  training  of  teachers,'' 
should  include  the  following  as  a  minimum  require- 
ment: 

1.  English,  three  years,  or  300  recitations.  The  Eng- 
lish course  should  include  Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Litera- 
ture and  CJomposition.  The  work  in  literature  should 
cover  at  least  the  ground  required  for  admission  to  col- 
lege by  the  Association  of  Schools  and  CJolleges  of  the 
Middle  States  and  Maryland. 

2.  Mathematics,  three  years,  or  300  recitations.  The 
mathematical  course  should  include  Algebra  to  the  end 
of  Quadratic  Equations,  Plane  Geometry,  and  a  review 
of  Arithmetic. 

3.  A  foreign  language,  Latin,  Frenidi  or  German, 
three  years,  or  300  recitationfi.  The  course  should  in- 
clude at  least  the  grammar  of  the  language  and  transla- 
tion at  sight  of  simple  prose  and  poetry  into  idiomatic 
English. 

4.  History  and  Civics,  three  years,  or  200  recitations. 
The  course  should  include  English,  Greek,  and  Roman 
History,  with  the  intensive  study  for  at  least  five 
months  of  Civics  and  some  special  period  of  American 
History. 

5.  Drawing,  three  years,  or  200   recitations.     The**^**** 
course  in  Drawing  should  include  the  principles  and  f^'^** 
practice    of    Representation    Drawing,    Construction 
Drawing,  and  Decoration  Drawing. 

6.  Physics  and  Botany,  with  individual  laboratory 
work,  two  years,  or  200  recitations.  Chemistry  directly 
applicable  to  Physics  and  Botany  should  be  taught  in 
connection  with  these  subjects. 

7.  Physiology  and  Zoology,  one  year,  or  100  recita- 
tions. 

8.  Geography,  Physical  and  Mathematical,  one  year, 
or  100  recitations. 

9.  VocaJ  Music,  three  years,  or  100  recitations.  The 
course  should  include  vocal  culture  (in  class),  sight- 


XX 


Departmknt  of  Poblic  Instkcction 


statute  not 
retroactive 


singing  from  the  staff,  and  the  common  technical  terms- 
used  in  vocal  music. 

Four  or  five-year  courses  in  high  schools  or  courses 
in  institutions  of  higher  rank,  should  include  the  sub- 
jects required  in  the  three  years'  course. 

Second.  Whatever  examination  in  scholarship  may 
be  required  for  a  teacher's  license,  should  be  conducted 
before  the  applicant  enters  upon  a  course  of  profes- 
sional training,  and  not  after  its  close. 

This  statute  was  not  retroactive,  and  was  held  not  to 
prevent  the  continuation  in  employment  of  such  teach- 
ers in  city  schools  as  were  under  contract  prior  to  Janu- 
ary 1, 1897,  and  actually  teaching  therein. 

Nor  was  the  act  considered  retroactive  in  the  case  of 
students  who  were  pursuing  a  course  of  study  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  course  above  set  forth,  but 
such  students  were  required  to  complete  their  studies 
for  graduation  under  the  newly  adopted  course.  Boards 
of  education  were  requested  to  notify  this  department 
of  the  adoption  by  them  of  the  foregoing  course  of 
study.  The  cities  of  the  State  have  shown  great  willing- 
ness to  adapt  their  courses  of  study  to  these  require- 
ments and  by  the  close  of  the  present  school  year  all 
will  have  conformed  to  the  regulations. 


state 
certificates 


EXAMINATIONS  AND  CEB.TIFICATES 

About  3,000  State  certificates,  which  entitle  their  hold- 
ers to  teach  for  life  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State, 
were  issued  previous  to  1875  without  examination.  In 
many  cases  they  were  worthily  bestowed,  but  generally 
they  are  not  highly  valued.  Since  1875  no  certificates 
of  this  character  have  been  issued  except  upon  thorough 
examination.  Only  3,080  applicants  have  entered  exam- 
inations, and  623  have  won  certificates.  They  are  justly 
regarded  as  the  highest  teachers'  testimonials  issued  in 
the  country.  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  more  of  the 
30,000  teachers  of  the  State  do  not  seek  this  higher  cer- 
tificate. There  were  332  candidates  in  the  examination 
of  1896.  This  reluctance  is  explained  in  part  by  the  fact 
that  low  salaries  paid  in  the  public  schools  do  not  stimu- 
late ambition  to  hold  high-grade  certificates,  and  do  not 
tend  to  establish  the  profession  of  teaching  on  a  solid 
foundation.  When  better  salaries  are  paid  and  there 
is  more  permanency  in  the  teachers'  positions,  teachers 
will  be  ambitious  to  secure  the  highest  grade  of 
certificates. 
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The  svstem  of  uniform  examinations  conitinues  to  work 
satisfactorilj,  justifying  its  establishment  in  the  in- 
creased efficiency  in  the  teaching  farce.  The  results 
achieved  during  the  past  year  under  this  method 
of  examining  and  licensing  teachers,  have  been  more 
satisfactory  than  in  any  previous  year  since  its 
adojptian.  During  the  year  1896,  22,057  different  can- 
didates were  examined,  and  of  this  number,  8,544  uniform  ex- 
succeeded  in  obtaining  certificates  qualifying  them  aminattons 
to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  It 
will  therefore  be  observed  that  13,513  candidates, 
or  over  60  per  cent,  of  those  w^ho  entered  examina- 
tions, failed  to  obtain  certificates.  There  were  524 
first-grade  certificates  earned  and  issued,  an  increase  of 
more  than  40  per  cent,  over  the  number  issued  in  tlie  pre- 
vious year,  and  a  like  increase  is  show^n  in  the  number  of 
second-grade  certificates  issued,  while  there  has  been  a 
notable  decrease  in  the  number  of  third-grade.  This 
result  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  arguments  in  favor 
of  this  system  of  examinations,  as  it  shows  conclusively 
the  progressive  spirit  which  has  been  infused  into  the 
teaching  force  of  the  State,  and  the  advanced  scholar- 
ship to  which  our  teachers  have  attained. 

The  amendment  to  the  School  Law,  enacted  by  the 
Legislature  of  last  year,  providing  that  no  person  shall 
be  licensed  to  teach  who  is  under  the  age  of  18  years,  has 
been  the  means  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  teach-  Teaohini: 
ers  employed  in  the  State.  This  requirement  will  be  •«® 
the  means  of  giving  us  a  body  of  teachers  possessing 
better  scholarship,  more  mature  judgment,  and  greater 
mental  power. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that  in  certain  parts  of  the  State  there  were  school 
tf  stricts  organized  by  special  acts,  under  the  provisions 
of  which  the  local  authorities  claim  the  right  to  examine 
and  license  the  teachers  employed  tliorein.  These  dis- 
tricts are  located  throughout  the  State  as  follows:  One 
district  in  Delaware  county,  four  in  Queens,  one  in  Rock- 
land, one  in  Seneca,  one  in  Steuben,  one  in  Tioga,  two 
in  Tompkins,  two  in  Ulster,  one  in  Washington  and  one  digtrict* 
in  Westchester.  The  laws  under  which  the  authorilies 
of  these  districts  claim  this  right  were  enacted  between 
the  years  1848  and  1888,  previous  to  the  adaption  of  any 
uniform  standard  of  qualifications  for  teachers  in  thi;=^ 
State.  In  most  of  these  districts,  the  local  authorities 
lave  permitted  the  school  commissioners  having  juris- 
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diction  to  examine  and  licen-se  their  teachers  under  the 
uniform  system  of  examinations,  but  have  submitted  to 
this  course  under  protest.  These  conditions  are  a  source 
of  annoyance  to  this  Department,  to  school  commission- 
ers, and  all  other  parties  concerned,  and  in  some  in- 
stances create  friction  which  proves  detrimental  to  the 
educational  interests  of  these  districts.  There  is  no 
reason  why  these  15  distri<rt8  should  not  be  required  to 
employ  teachers  whose  qualifications  are  determined  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  of  teachers  employed  in  all  the 
other  districts  in  the  State. 
Power  of  The  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report* 

uoonsiDg      relating  to  the  examination  and  licensing  of  teachers  in 
should  cities  is  renewed   with  emphasis.    No  valid   reasons 

g^^^*  "       have  yet  been  assigned  to  show  that  the  power  to  de- 
i>n»»rtment  termiue  the  method  of  examining  and  licensing  teachers 
in  cities  should  not  be  vested  in  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Instruction. 

The  weakest  feature  of  our  school  system  is  in  the  dif- 
ferent standards  set  up  in  the  different  cities,  relating  to 
the  examination,  licensing  and  employment  of  teachers. 
In  some  cities,  even  State  certificates  and  normal  school 
diplomas  are  not  accepted.  This  action  can  not  be 
justified.  A  State  certificate,  in  my  judgment,  is  the 
highest  grade  of  certificate  issued  in  the  United  States. 
Circumstances  have  arisen  in  some  of  the  cities  in  this 
State  during  the  past  year,  showing  the  necessity  of  the 
Staters  having  authority  to  determine  the  standard  of 
qualifications  which  all  teachers  should  possess.  It 
should  not  be  recorded  against  the  creditable  record  of 
this  State  in  educational  work,  that  there  is  a  single  city 
within  our  borders  in  which  teachers  are  removed,  or 
employed  at  the  behest  of  any  political  organization,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  power  or  political  pres- 
tige of  any  individual. 

It  has  long  been  recognized  by  the  highest  educational 
authorities  of  the  State  and  Nation,  that  the  power 
which  examines  candidates  for  teachers  should  never  be 
authorized  to  give  employment  to  the  persons  thus 
examined.  This  proposition  is  firmly  fixed  in  the  esti- 
mation of  our  best  educational  workers. 
lAokof  All  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  examination 

uAiformity  ^^^  Hceusiug  of  tcachcrs  should  emanate  from  a  central 
authority  and  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  State, 
suited  to  different  grades  and  conditions,  from  the  pri- 
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mary  to  the  high  school.  If  ome  city  desires  as  high  a 
standard  as  another  it  must  accept  like  conditions.  A 
certificate  to  teach,  good  in  one  city,  should  be  good  in 
another,  subject  to  certain  regulations,  such  as  tempo- 
rary employment  for  a  year,  as  a  test,  etc.  It  seems 
absurd  that  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Syracuse,  Utica,  Albany, 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  should  each  have  a  separate 
standard  by  which  teachers  are  licensed. 

Of  the  38  cities  in  this  State,  24  have  voluntarily 
adapted  the  uniform  system  of  examinations,  and  all 
teachers  who  are  now  employed  in  these  cities,  must 
possess  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  this  depart- 
menit.  There  is  not  a  city  in  which  the  system  has  been 
adopted  in  which  it  does  not  work  to  the  entire  satis-  ^***»  '***•' 
faction  of  the  teachers  and  school  authorities  of  such  ^")J^™ 
cities.  In  five  of  the  remaining  14  cities  the  method  of 
determining  the  qualiflcation«  of  teachers  by  local  au- 
thorities is  satisfactory;  in  two  others,  no  teachers  are 
employed  who  are  not  graduates  of  normal  schools  of 
this  State,  or  institutions  of  similar  rank.  In  one  city 
part  of  the  territory  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  school 
commissioner,  who  examines  and  licenses  under  the 
uniform  regulations  all  teachers  employed,  while  in  the 
remaining  xxyrtion  of  such  city  the  power  to  examine 
and  license  the  teachers  employed  therein  is  under  the 
control  of  the  board  of  education.  The  cities  of  Oohoes, 
Dunkirk,  Hudson  and  Lockport  have  voluntarily  adopted 
the  un,lform  system  of  examination  during  the  past 
year,  and  other  cities  now  have  the  subject  under  oon-  voluntary 
alderation.  From  opinion®  expressed  by  the  local  au-  «iop"on 
thorities  of  these  cities,  it  is  expected  ihat  satisfactory 
arrangements  can  be  made  to  bring  within  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Department  the  examination  and  licens- 
ing of  teachers  in  all  the  cities  of  the  State. 

In  the  rural  districts  teachers  are  required  to  teach 
all  subjects  embraced  in  the  course  of  study  for  such 
schools.  It  is  therefore  necessary  and  reasonable  to 
require  these  teachers  to  show  upon  examination  that 
they  ]>ossess  the  requisite  scholarship  to  teach  these 
branches.  In  the  graded  schools  of  large  villages  and 
cities  the  conditions  are  different.  In  these  schools  the 
work  of  teachers  is  specialized.  During  the  past  year 
examinations  have  been  provided  for  special  teachers 
in  drawing  and  kindergarten.  Certificates  have  also 
been  issued  to  teachers  of  vocal  music.    During  the  en- 
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suing  year  we  may  extend  this  plan  and  provide  special 
examinations  for  primary  teachers,  grammar  school 
teachers,  principals,  and  teachers  of  languages.  The 
regulations  pro\iding  for  these  special  examinations 
will  require  of  each  special  teacher  general  scholarship 
and  in  addition  thereto  a  knowledge  of  the  special  work 
which  such  teachers  pursue.  As. so  many  cities  are  now 
working  under  the  uniform  system  it  jseems  n<?cessary  to 
adopt  these  modifications  in  order  to  meet  more  fully^ 
the  conditions  which  exist  in  the  cities  of  the  State. 

During  the  past  year  the  regulations  have  been 
amended  by  including  in  the  subjects  for  certificates 
of  the  third  grade  American  History  and  School  Law, 
and  by  adding  to  the  subjects  for  certificates  of  the 
second  grade.  School  T^w.  This  action  was  taken  be- 
cause it  is  believed  that  no  person  should  teach  in  the 
schools  of  the  State  who  does  not  possess  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  the  history  of  this  country.  It  also  seems  a  rea- 
sonable requirement,  that  no  person  be  admitted  to  the 
teaching  service,  who  does  not  possess  a  fair  knowledge 
of  the  workings  of  the  school  system  of  the  State.  It  is 
not  the  intention  of  this  Department  to  make  the  exam- 
ination in  school  law  a  test  of  technical  knowledge  in 
tliat  subject,  but  to  require  teachers  to  understand  the 
general  management  of  the  school  system  of  the  State, 
the  powers  and  duties  of  school  officers,  and  the  legal 
rights  and  duties  of  teachers. 

The  regulations  have  also  been  ajnended  so  that  all 
certificates  are  issued  on  August  1st,  the  beginning  of 
the  school  year,  and  making  such  certificates  valid  for 
complete  school  yc^ars.  All  outstanding  certificates 
have  therefore  been  extended  by  school  commissioners, 
under  direction  from  this  Department,  until  the  end  of 
the  school  year  during  which  such  certificates  will  ex- 
pire. After  August  1,  1897,  all  certificates  issued  will 
expire  at  the  end  of  some  subsequent  school  year.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  plan  will  result  eventually  in  em- 
ploying teachers  for  com])lete  school  years,  in  limiting 
applications  for  temporary  license's  to  legitimate  cases, 
and  in  avoiding  many  other  embarrassments  that  re- 
sulted from  certificates  expiiing  at  all  times  during  the 
school  year. 

It  is  desired  to  decrease  the  labors  of  commissioners 
in  connection  with  examination  work  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, so  that  they  shall  be  able  to  devot(^  more  time  to  the 
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Bupervision  of  schools.  To  this  end  it  is  proxxosed  to  re- 
lieve oommissioiners  from  filing  monthly  reports  of  cer- 
tificates issued.  When  the  official  report  of  an  exam-  ^^^^  ^^ 
ination  to  be  transmitted  to  a  commissioner  is  before  certificate* 
the  record  clerks,  and  the  record  cards  of  candidates 
Included  in  such  report  are  also  before  them,  certificates 
for  candidates  will  be  filled  out  and  transmitted  to  com- 
missioners who  will  sign  and  forward  them  to  persons 
entitled  to  receive  them.  By  this  method,  certificates 
will  not  be  issued  to  candidates  who  are  not  entitled  to 
receive  them,  commissioners  will  be  relieved  from  the 
labor  of  filing  monthly  reports,  and  this  Department 
will  be  relieved  from  the  work  of  conaparing  such  reports 
with  the  official  records. 

APPEALS 

During  the  year  1896,  decision's  have  been  made  in  115 
appeals,  of  which  70  have  been  examined  and  decided 
since  September  1,  1896.  In  addition  many  decisions 
have  been  rendered  upon  applications  for  rehearinj^s  of 
appeals,  and  orders  made  upon  petitions  for  the  stay  of  Number  of 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  school  district  officers  under  appeals 
the  proceedings  of  school  district  meetings,  ar.d  upon 
orders  of  school  commissioners  in  forming,  altering  and 
dissolving  school  districts,  removing  school  officers,  and 
the  withholding  of  public  moneys.  Decisions  have  also 
been  made,  other  than  in  appeals,  upon  the  submission 
to  me  of  agreed  statements  of  facts,  signed  by  the  con- 
testing parties,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  school  dis- 
trict officers,  or  their  eligibility  to  hold  such  offices. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  number  of  appeals 
brought  to  the  State  Superintendent  increases  yearly, 
and  is  likely  to  continue  to  increase  so  long  as  the  pres- 
ent school  district  system  is  maintained.     Should  the 
township  system,  or  a  system  of  like  character,  obtain  in 
the  State,  by  which  the  schools  in  each  town  shall  be  .J^^Mn  ^ 
conducted  by  town  boards  of  school  officers,  such  officers  wonid 
would  be  selected  with  greater  care  as  to  their  intelli-  decrease 
gence  and  capacity,  the  provisions  of  the  School  Law  for  litigation 
the  government  of  the  schools  would  be  better  under- 
stood and  obeyed,  and  the  contentions,  largely  arising 
from  ignorance,  and  lack  of  examination  of  the  school 
laws,  would,  in  a  great  measure,  cease,  and  the  appeals 
to  the  State  Superintendent  be  thereby  lessened. 
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COMPULSOBY  EDUCATION 

Detailed  and  interesting  statements  of  the  work  done 
in  enforcing  the  Gompaleorj  Education  Law  are  given 
elsewhere  in  this  report  by  those  specially  charged  with 
this  work.  Evident  progress  has  been  made  through  a 
consistent  but  humane  application  of  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  law  by  local  school  authorities,  sustained  and 
encouraged  by  judicious  State  supervision.  Observation 
and  experience  have,  however,  demonstrated  that  the 
law  will  not  accomplish  its  completest  and  most  import- 
ant results  so  long  as  the  present  cumbersome  and 
unnecessarily  expensive  district  system  of  school  admin- 
istration is  retained. 

Public  sentiment  beyond  question  is  in  favor  of  the 
statute,  and  of  its  enforcement  as  well.  During  the  last 
school  year  the  number  of  children  committed  to  truant 
schools  was  670,  while  the  number  of  persons  in  parental 
relation  to  children  arrested  was  443.  When  we  consider 
that  by  enforcing  this  statute  we  enter  the  homes  of  so 
many  of  our  people,  and  consequently  touch  the  most 
vital  interests  of  the  citizen,  his  family  relations,  it  is  a 
source  of  mudh  gratification  that  this  large  number  of 
arrests  should  have  been  made  without  serious  legal 
complications.  While  in  some  few  cases  appeals  have 
been  taken  from  these  proceedings  in  lower  courts,  in  no 
single  case  reported  have  the  courts  failed  to  uphold  the 
law,  and  in  every  case  public  opinion  has  sustained  the 
proceedings. 

The  action  of  the  Legislature  of  last  year  in  providing 
M»ppu«dto  for  the  appointment  of  town  attendance  officers  was  the 
attondMoe  fl^g^  successful  measure  enacted,  so  far  as  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  in  the  rural  districts  is  concerned.  Such 
action  may  be  considered  an  acknowledgment  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature  that  the  township  is  a  better  unit 
of  administration  than  the  school  district.  The  measure 
in  question,  superior  as  it  undoubtedly  is  to  all  previous 
provisions,  is  nullified  to  a  large  extent  by  the  divided 
authority  and  conflicting  interests  of  so  many  different 
sets  of  school  officers  as  under  the  district  system  are 
found  in  a  single  township. 

The  natural  corollary  of  compulsory  attendance  upon 
the  schools  is  free  text-books  for  those  pupils  whom  the 
law  was  primarily  intended  to  reach,  and  whose  attend- 
ance is  in  many  instances  rendered  almost  useless  and 
entirely  dotriment<aI  to  other  pupils  because  of  the  lack 
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of  suitable  tezt^booka    Some  adequate  proviman  should 
be  made  to  meet  such  conditions. 

The  most  urgent  necessity,  however,  is  the  establish- 
ment of  institutions  where  children  wilfully  truant  from 
instruction  may  be  brought  under  influences  which  shall 
tend  to  check  their  evil  propensities  and  to  inspire  them 
with  higher  ideas  of  life.  The  larger  cities  of  the  State 
have  already  estaJblished  such  home  schools,  in  which 
their  own  truant  children  have  been  cared  for  and 
instructed,  with  marked  improvement  in  the  character 
and  eonduct  of  such  children.  The  smaller  cities,  vil- 
lages  and  rural  districts  can  not  avail  themselves  of  these  ^r. 
city  schools,  as  their  accommodations  are  too  limited, 
and  many  children  are  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice, 
a  menace  to  society,  who  might  be  made  good  citizens. 
I  therefore  recommend  legislation  which  may  result  in 
establishing  one  or  more  State  home  schoolf)  for  truants. 

Such  home  s<;hools  i^hould  be  established  and  con- 
ducted along  lines  that  should  entirely  eliminate  any 
tendency  to  stamp  those  in  attendance  as  belonging  to 
the  criminal  classes.  They  should  be,  in  fact,  schools 
and  temporary  homes,  not  prisons  or  reformatories. 
They  should  provide,  as  far  as  possible,  the  training 
found  in  good  homes,  and  the  pleasures,  pursuits,  and  sitii»tio« 
interest  of  home  life.  To  this  end  it  were  better  that 
such  home  schools  should  be  located  in  the  country, 
where  their  pupils  would  be  less  exposed  to  excitement 
and  temptation  than  in  large  communities,  and  where 
pure  water,  pure  air  and  opportunity  for  healthful  exer- 
cise tend  to  promote  a  vigorous  physical  development. 

I  can  not  too  strongly  emphasize  the  convictions  of 
leading  educators  of  to-day  as  to  the  necessity  for  keep- 
ing our  truants  free  from  all  environment  that  makes 
them  familiar  with  the  criminal  classes  and  with  vice, 
or  that  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  their  self-respect,  or  to 
impress  the  community  with  an  idea  that  their  deten-  Truanunot 
tion  is  in  the  nature  of  a  punisbpient  for  viciousness  or  oriminau 
criminality.  These  convictions  are  those  of  our  leading 
jurists,  and  the  judges  of  our  courts  are  more  and  more 
opposed  to  sentencing  youthful  delinquents  to  institu- 
tions where  the  chances  are  that  their  criminal  ten- 
dencies will  be  confirmed  rather  than  corrected. 

The  Compulsory  Law  is  doing  the  State  a  great  ser- 
vice in  securing  the  attendance  of  pupils  in  our  schools. 
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But  it  is  not  doing  all  that  is  required  in  perfecting  edu- 
cation or  in  developing  manhood.  The  State  may  demand 
and  secure  the  attendance  of  our  children  in  schools  for 
certain  hours  of  the  day  for  a  certain  number  of  days 
within  given  years,  but  there  is  another  phase  of  the 
problem:  What  are  our  children  doing  out  of  school  and 
out  of  school  hours?  What  influences  surround  them 
when  they  are  not  under  the  watchful  care  of  a  true 
teacher?  These  are  problems  which  fathers  and  moth- 
ers must  help  to  solve,  and  upon  them  must  be  placed 
the  responsibility  of  supplementing  the  beneficent  in- 
fluences of  the  school-room,  and  of  guiding  our  youth 
in  the  direction  of  intelligent  citizenship,  in  which  the 
State  is  most  deeply  interested. 


SCHOOL  ABCHITECTTJBE 

It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  that  in  spite  of  the 
financial  depression  and  straitened  business  conditions 
of  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  no  decrease  in  the 
number  and  excellence  of  school  buildings  erected  each 
year  throughout  the  State.  The  demand  for-  increased 
school  facilities,  due  partly  to  the  rapid  growth  of  our 
population  and  partly  to  the  strict  enforcement  of  the 
Compulsory  Attendance  Law,  has  forced  upon  the  at- 
tention of  school  authorities  the  necessity  of  providing 
their  communities  with  school  buildings,  not  only  ade- 
quate in  seating  capacity,  but  equipped  with  the  latest 
improvement® in  heating,  lighting  and  ventilating.  The 
public. spirit  and  generosity  with  which  this  demand  has 
been  met ibetolvens  an  earnest  attention  to  school  affairs 
and  a  strong  desire  to  encouTage  and  foster  school  in- 
terests, highly  creditable  to  our  citizens.  During  the 
school  year  of  1895-6  alone,  31  frame,  14  stone  and  405 
brick  buildings  were  erected,  and  the  amount  expended 
f or^buildlngs,  sites,  furniture  and  reiiairs  was  $5,827,000, 
a  gain  of  19  per  cent,  over  the  year  1894-5,  and  a  gain  of 
40  per  cent,  over  the  year  1893-4. 

There  is  no  better  oibject  lesson  fora  child  in;  neatness, 
order,  self-resipect  and  eventually  in  proper  civic  pride 
K^undsan  ^jj^jj  attendance  at  a  well  built  and  well  equipped 
leMon  school  surrounded  by  grounds  spacious  and  well  kept. 

The  first  impressions  gained  by  a  child  are  lasting,  and 
whether  he  comes  firom  a  home  where  neatness  and  con- 
venience reign,  or  from  a  home  where  the  reverse  condi- 
tions exist,  he  is  sustained  or  inspired  by  the  feeling  that 
under  the  care  of  the  State  order  governs. 
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An  adequate  play-ground  about  every  school  is  al- 
most as  indispensable  as  an  assembly  room  within. 
One  of  the  most  beneficent  pravisions  of  later  yeans  con- 
cerning the  erection  of  school  buildings  is  chapter  338 
of  the  Laws  of  1895,  which  compacts  in  three  short  lines, 
*'  Hereaftter  no  seboolhouse  «hall  be  oo'ustructed  in  the 
city  of  New  York  without  an  open-air  playground  at-  pj^y 
tached  to  or  used  in  connection  with  the  same,"  a  guar-  grounds 
an ty  for  th^  health  and  develapment  of  the  children  of 
that  city  which  can  not  »be  overestimated. 

The  rapid  adrance  in  sanitary  engineering  and  the 
Improved  method's  in  heating  and  ventilating  now  in 
practical  u»e  renkier  it  possible  for  boards  of  education 
to  conHtruct  buildings  at  a  moderate  oost  which  shall 
contain  the  liighest  advantiages  for  the  preservation  of 
the  health  of  pupils  as  well  as- for  their  mental  growth. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  all  loca.liities,  especially 
the  cities  of  this  State,  are  making  heroic  efforts  to  pro- 
vide ample  seating  capacity  for  pupils.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  th.is  effort  it  may  be  said  that  Kew  York  city 
asks  the  Legislature  for  permission  to  issue  bonds  for 
f  10,000,000,  for  the  erection  of  schoolhouses. 

Attention  is  incited  to  Ex^hibit  No.  1,  of  the  ap^pendix 
of  this  report,  'page  1050,  which  contains  photo-engrav- 
ings of  50  school  buildings  recently  erected  in  this  State, 
together  with  architects'  plans  of  the  best  types.  These  Typical 
are  inserted  n/ot  only  as  a  graphic  presentation  of  the  ••i^ooi* 
school  resources  of  the  State,  but  also  as  a  guide  and 
help  to  trustees  and  school  boards  who  are  considering 
the  question  of  erecting  new  school  buildings. 

COMMISSIONEBS'  C0UB8E  OF  STUDY 

Theaccummlation  of  literary  and  historic  matter  and 
the  advance  in  science  bave  forced  many  new  subjects 
into  the  curriculum  of  our  schoolis.  Though  we  are  the 
"  heirs  of  all  the  ages/'  no  one  can  avail  himself  of  his 
inheritance  in  full ;  hence  the  necessity  of  choosing  those 
lines  of  study  Which  give  the  highest  promise.  Herein 
lies  one  value  of  a  course  of  study,  if  it  be  properly  pre- 
pared; it  indicates  tbe  most  fruitful  topics  and  the  most 
advantageous  order  of  presentation.  For  this  purpose,  unificati 
it  is  of  great  value  to  the  solitary  student ;  it  is  still  more  of  subjecu 
useful  to  teachers  who  undertake  to  instruct  and  pro- 
mote successive  classes  without  confusion.  Study  of  the 
development  of  the  mind,  its  operations,  and  the  educa- 
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tional  valaes  of  the  varioas  sa<bjects  of  the  canicalum 
have  resulted  in  establishing  a  scientific  basis  for  such 
courses,  and  yet  many  points  are  so  far  undetermined 
that  they  are  still  live  questions  among  educators. 
There  is  a  degree  of  unity  in  all  human  knowledge  which 
has  at  times  been  lost  sight  of;  and  how,  in  early  teach- 
ing, to  connect  what  are  really  different  parts  of  one 
great  subject,  so  t!hat  eac'h  shall  appear  in  its  true  rela- 
tion to  the  others  and  needless  tobor  and  repetition 
shall  be  avoided,  is  one  of  the  problems  of  the  day. 
Every  teacher  should  have  the  light  of  the  best  thought 
on  these  and  kindred  topics. 
M«w  •dition  I^  preparing  a  new  edition  of  the  State  course  for  ele- 
mentary schools,  demanded  by  its  more  extended  use, 
an  effort  has  been  made  to  improve  many  of  its  features, 
and  I  send  it  out  hoping  that  it  will  tend  to  establish 
closer  relations  between  the  public  schools  so  that  no 
gap  shall  erist  between  the  different  classes  of  educa- 
tional institutions.  The  outline  is  accompanied  by  nu- 
merous suggestions  to  teachers.  (See  "  Course  of  Study 
and  Teachers'  Manual,"  page  1219.) 

BEADING 

There  is  a  significant  and  vigorous  demand  for  closer 
supervision  of  the  literature  with  which  the  pupils  in  our 
schools  are  brought  in  contact.  This  demand  is  for  bet- 
ter books  and  better  newspapers,  not  only  for  the  schools 
but  for  the  homes.  It  is  plain  that  a  well-rounded  edu- 
cation  should  include  not  merely  a  correct  knowledge  of 
iiiffA  t^^  principles  of  reading,  but  the  best  opportunities 

nm—BBitj  for  forming  a  taste  for  choice  reading.  In  discussing 
the  question  of  reading  in  schools,  it  has  been  well  said 
that  there  is  little  use  in  having  classes  in  Chaucer  and 
Spenser  when  pupils  are  unable  to  read  correctly  a  page 
in  American  History,  or  even  an  ordinary  newspaper 
paragraph. 

How  to  read  well;  how  to  understand  what  is  read; 
how  to  find  pleasure  in  reading  good  papers,  magazines 
and  books,  should  be  taught  every  pupil  in  every  school 
in  the  State.  Pupils  should  be  taught  what  to  read  as 
well  as  how  to  read.  It  is  impossible  to  overestimate  the 
worth  of  good  reading;  its  value  as  an  educational  force 
in  the  development  of  mind;  its  importance  as  a  factor 
in  the  formation  of  character.  The  mind  grows  by 
what  it  feeds  upon.    If  children  are  not  trained  to  read 
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the  best  they  will  never  acquire  a  taste  for  the  best.  The 
poor,  the  weak,  the  trashy,  the  vile  have  place  in  the 
reading  in  thousands  of  homes,  because  the  pure,  the  wii»*to 
good,  the  noble^  the  refined,  never  had  a  hearing  when 
children  were  learning  to  read.  The  love  of  good  reading 
will  keep  our  boys  and  girls  from  bad  books  and  bad 
society.  So  long  as  94  per  cent  of  our  pupils  never  go 
beyond  the  elementary  school,  it  is  all  important  that 
the  love  of  good  reading  be  encouraged  and  strengthened 
by  every  teacher  in  the  State.  Our  36,000  teachers  ought 
to  be  one  immense  vigilance  committee  to  see  that  bad 
papers  and  books  have  no  readers  in  their  schools. 

SCHOOL  LIBBABIES 

The  primary  object  of  modem  teaching  is  the  develop- 
ment of  high  character,  with  its  fit  accompaniments  of 
a  bright  intellect  and  good  health.  This  is  accomplished 
by  arousing  the  self-activity  of  the  pupil  and  carefully 
directing  it  for  a  time  in  safe  paths.  The  advantage  of 
an  active  state  of  mind,  as  contrasted  with  the  passive 
or  receptive,  is  enjoyed  by  the  pupil,  and  intellectual 
drill  is  supplemented!  by  heart  training.  For  develop- 
ing this  idea,  where  there  is  proper  equipment,  the  ubra^ 
library  is  a  most  elBdent  aid.  The  concise  statements 
of  the  text-book  are  amplified  and  illumina'ted  by  indi- 
vidual contributions  gleaned  independently  ,from  its 
shelves  and  elsewhere,  so  that  not  only  does  the  pupil 
gain  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  facts,  but  he  forms  most 
valuable  habits  of  self-directed  industry.  With  the 
ability  and  the  inclination  thus  acquired,  he  is  prepared 
to  help  himself  to  the  best  thoughts  of  the  world  in 
science,  history  and  literature.  Viewed  from  the  teach- 
er's standpoint,  stories  like  those  of  Cinderella,  Bobinson 
Crusoe,  Paul  Bevere's  Bide  and  King  Lear  become  things 
of  vastly  greater  importance  than  mere  pastimes,  for 
they  contain  moral  or  social  truths  so  expressed  as  to 
reach  the  heart  and  refine  the  taste  without  the  forcing 
processes  of  the  class-room. 

In  this  process  of  character-building,  then,  the  library 
becomes  the  student's  quarry;  as  such,  it  deserves  the 
fostering  care  of  the  State  and  the  most  thoughtful 
consideration  of  those  who  are  in  immediate  charge  of 
the  public  schools.  The  safety  of  the  State  as  well  at 
the  highest  good  of  the  individual  demand  not  only 
that  every  child  shall  learn  to  read  but  that  he  shall 
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a<;quire  a  discriminating  taste  in  choosing  matter  to 
be  read.  One  of  the  first  difficulties  encountered,  par- 
ticularly in  elementary  schools,  is  the  lack  of  suitable 
material;  for,  although  great  sums  have  been  expended 
for  school  library  purposes,  the  books  have  been 
selected  principally  with  a  view  to  the  needs  of  the 
advanced  student.  When  it  is  rememlbered  that  the 
first  eight  years  of  school  life  carry  the  child  through  a 
formative  period  of  greater  consequence  than  any 
which  follows,  and  that  the  State,  through  the  public 
schools,  then  exercises  over  all  the  children  a  control 
which  it  is  immediately  thereafter  forced  by  with- 
drawals to  relinquish  in  the  case  of  95  per  cent,  of  them, 
the  duty  of  providing  the  roost  favorable  conditions  for 
intellectual  and  moral  growth  at  this  early  stage  is 
apparent. 

Seventeen  hundred  and  forty-seven  districts  outside 
the  cities  last  year  received  from  the  State  for  library 
purposes  sums  ranging  from  f5  to  f25  each.  These 
sums,  which  were  more  than  duplicated  in  many  cases, 
were  expended  for  books  which  have,  in  a  imeasure, 
satisfied  the  intellectual  craving  of  many  a  solitary 
country  boy  and  girl.  The  practice  of  placing  a  choice 
collection  in  every  grammar  school  and  of  adopting  an 
elementary  course  in  reading,  as  has  been  done  in  some 
villages  and  cities,  is  spreading.  I  have  suggested  that, 
for  the  sake  of  economy,  selections  from  the  m<ain  local 
libraTy,  adapted  to  the  several  grades,  be  passed  about 
in  sets  from  time  to  time.  The  local  authorities  should 
not  wait  for  the  pupils  to  take  the  initiative  in  this 
matter,  for  many,  unsolicited,  would  never  do  it. 

It  is  a  pleasune  to  note,  among  the  hopeful  signs  of 
the  times,  the  awakening  interest  of  educators  in  this 
subject.  The  work  of  pioneers  in  this  direction  is  more 
generally  known  and  appreciated,  authors  of  high 
merit  more  commonly  use  their  efforts  in  the  pre])Qra- 
tion  of  matter  suitable  for  the  young,  and  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning  are  providing  wider  opportu- 
nities for  gaining  a  thorough  and  appreciative  knowl- 
edge of  the  masterpieces  of  literature. 

From  both  a  pedagogic  and  economic  point  of  view, 
it  is  important  that  selections  for  the  school  library  be 
made  with  great  care  in  order  that  the  best  may  be 
sifted  out  from  the  vast  number  of  volumes  listed  by 
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pttbli&hers  and  dealers,  and  those  which  are  vicious, 
weak,  faulty  in  style,  inferior  in  workmanship,  or  other- 
wise nnauitable  be  rejected.  Recognizing  the  practical  "Sohooi.;u-' 
difftcnlty  of  this  task,  I  have  cauBed  a  classified  list  to  ^^T^**^* 
be  prepared  and  issued  for  the  guidance  or  information 
of  piurohasers.  (See  "  School  Libraries  and  Reading," 
page  1261.)  The  list  is  accompanied  by  suggestions 
on  reading,  and  the  selection  and  care  of  books.  It  is 
also  accompanied  by  a  graded  and  dassified  list  of 
material  for  courses  in  reading. 

Great  care  has  been  taken  to  inspect  lists  of  books 
proposed  to  be  purchased  and  to  see  that  the  library 
moneys  were  judiciously  expended  or  otherwise  ac- 
counted for.  Of  the  79,726  items  submitted,  approval 
was  given  to  75,864. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  excellent  feature  of  requir- 
ing a  daplieation  by  the  district  or  city  before  sharing 
in  the  library  money  apportioned  from  State  funds,  our 
present  method  of  distributing  the  said  money,  which  is  pr«t«nt  i»w 
based  on  law,  is  faulty  in  that  it  allows  an  idle  accumu-  fRoity 
lation  in  some  sections  while  in  others  the  State  appor- 
tionment must  be  scaled  down  or  denied  altogether. 
This  fault  should  be  corrected  by  legislation.  On  July 
31, 1896,  the  amount  of  such  unapportioned  money  lying 
in  the  htinds  of  county  treasurers  was  $7,463.05. 

THE  STATE  TEACHEB8'  LIBRABY 

The  success  thus  far  attained  in  the  working  of  this 
library  fully  justifies  its  inception.  Teachers  have 
availed  themselves  freely  of  its  privileges,  diisplaying  ex- 
cellent judgment  in  their  choice  of  books,  and  a  com- 
mendable desire  to  obtain  help  in  their  professional 
work.  This  is  amply  proved  by  the  fact  that  seventy- 
four  per  cent,  of  the  books  drawn  have  been  on  civil 
government,  economics,  ethics,  history,  kindergarten, 
law,  pedagogy,  p^chology,  rhetoric  and  science,  natural 
and  applied.  Twenty-six  per  cent,  of  the  books  taken  in-  Nature  of 
eluded  art,  biography,  fiction,  general  literature,  poetry,  book, 
travel  and  miscellany.  In  thia  connection  we  are  much  *™^"^ 
gratified  to  note  that  only  three  and  two-tenths  per  cent, 
of  books  loaned  have  been  fiction.  The  selection  of  so 
large  a  proportion  of  standard  works  of  a  professional 
character  reveals  an  intention  on  the  part  of  teachers  to 
obtain  all  the  profit  possible  from  the  library  established 
for  their  benefit.    The  liberal  terms  upon  which  books 
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are  loaned  to  teachers,  viz.,  the  payment  of  return  post- 
age, will,  it  is  believed,  when  fully  understood,  largely 
increase  the  usefulness  of  this  library.    School  commici- 
opportuiiity  sioners  can  greatly  aid  teachers  by  calling  their  atten- 
of  oommis-:  tion  to  the  advantages  afforded  by  this  excellent  collec- 
•lonen         jjqjj  ^f  books,  and  by  supplying  each  teacher  with  a  cat- 
alogue.   This  will  materially  add  to  the  number  of  read- 
ers, and  proportionately  increase  the  value  of  this  li- 
brary^ to  the  teachers  of  the  State. 

TEACHEBS'  SAI<ABIES 

The  average  length  of  school  term  in  the  towns  of  the 
State  during  the  past  year  was  33.3  weeks,  in  cities  40 
weeks.  The  average  weekly  salary  of  teachers  in  the 
towns,  on  that  basis,  was  f9.26.  Ck)unting  a  calendar 
year  of  52  weeks  and  recognizing  the  fact  that  there  are 
19  weeks  in  wihich  teachers  earn  nothing,  we  find  the 
average  weekly  salary  to  be  f  5.87.  In  cities  the  average 
weekly  salary  on  a  basis  of  40  weeks  was  f  18.59 — or 
f  14.30  per  week  for  52  weeks.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
in  spite  of  continued  effort  on  the  part  of  teachers  in  the 
inftdsqaate  direction  of  professional  training  the  salaries  paid  do 
**  not  offer  strong  inducements  to  men  and  women  to  enter 
or  remain  in  the  teaching  profession.  No  profession  is 
more  strongly  guarded  against  inefficiency  and  incom- 
petency than  this,  no  class  of  workers  are  more  zealous 
in  preparation  for  their  work  than  teachers,  none  make 
greater  sacrifices  to  equip  themselves  for  their  duties, 
so  often,  too  often,  thankless  and  unprofitable.  It  is 
not  encouraging  to  see  that  they  are  the  poorest  paid  of 
all  our  public  servants.  There  is,  however,  an  upward 
tendency.  In  1885,  the  average  weekly  salary  of  teach- 
ers in  cities  was  |16.86  and  in  towns  |7.84. 

The  conviction  is  forced  upon  us  that  the  great  public 
does  not  yet  fully  appreciate  the  true  value  of  a  good 
teacher,  the  dignity  of  the  teaching  profession,  or  the 
advantages  which  always  follow  the  employment  of 
those  only  who  are  thoroughly  qualified  for  their  work 
in  broad  scholarship  and  in  the  possession  of  the  true 
spirit  of  a  teacher.  The  average  teaching  experience  of 
teachers  in  the  towns  of  the  State  is  only  four  years. 
This  is  barely  time  to  give  a  teacher  a  fair  test,  and 
would  be  discouraging  if  the  tendency  toward  better  con- 
ditions was  not  upward,  slowly,  it  is  true,  but  surely. 
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From  personal  observations  I  entertain  a  high  esti- 
mate of  the  efficiency  and  importance  of  the  teachers^ 
institute  as  an  agency  for  encouraging  and  promoting 
the  spirit  which  should  pervade  the  teaching  fraternity. 
Each  year  shows  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  interest 
taken  in  the  institutes  by  citizens  and  teachers  alike. 
On  the  part  of  citizens  interest  is  shown  by  the  hospital-  ^^^"« 
ities  and  courtesies  extended  to  the  teachers.  Homes  '** 
have  been  opened  for  the  accommodation  of  teachers  as 
never  before  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  the  citizens  to  ten- 
der public  receptions  to  the  members  of  the  institute. 
The  interest  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  is  shown  by  more 
willing  and  regular  attendance  and  by  animated  discus- 
sions of  the  topics  presented*. 

To  gratify  the  wishes  of  progressive  teachers,  the 
method  of  conducting  institutes  in  several  instances  has 
been  somewhat  changed.  Instead  of  giving  all  the  time 
to  a  discussion  of  topics  before  all  the  teachers  compos- 
ing the  institute,  the  morning  hours  have  been  spent  in 
discussing  with  the  several  grades  of  teachers,  topics 
of  special  interest  to  them.  Primary  teaohers  assembled 
in  one  room  discuss  primary  work,  intermediate  teach- 
ers in  another  room  discuss  methods  applicable  to  their  ^'^•* 
schools,  and  those  doing  more  advanced  work,  including**"***'**** 
superintendents,  principals  and  their  assistants,  discuss 
subjects  of  peculiar  interest  to  them.  Instructors  are 
assigned  by  the  conductor  of  the  institute  to  each  group 
of  teachers,  to  preside  over  and  direct  the  discussion  of 
the  special  topic  designated  for  the  hour.  In  this  way 
during  a  week  much  ground  may  be  covered  and  the 
need  of  all  teachers  may  be  better  met.  The  afternoon 
hours  have  been  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  school  topics 
of  general  interest  to  all  the  teachers  and  usually  of 
interest  to  the  general  public.  The  evenings  have,  as 
formerly,  been  devoted  to  lectures  to  which  the  public 
are  specially  invited. 

The  institutes  are  thus  not  only  serving  the  purpose 
of  assisting,  encouraging  and  inspiring  the  teachers,  but 
are  becoming  a  powerful  means  of  educating  and  inter- 
esting the  public  in  mattera  which  pertain  to  the  schools 
and  the  welfare  of  their  children.  It  has  been  my  en- 
deavor to  render  the  teachers'  institute  as  effective  as 
possible  by  utilizing  the  best  talent  in  the  normal  schools 
and  local  institutions  to  assist  the  regular  conductors  in 


Department  of  Public  Instkuction 


Institutes 
in  cities 


Press 

opinions 


their  work.  Expressions  of  approval  from  the  teachers 
and  the  general  public  justify  me  in  saying  that  the  en- 
deavor has  been  successful. 

The  institute  law  does  not  apply  to  cities,  but  in  re- 
sponse to  urgent  requests  from  educational  authorities, 
institutes  have  been  held  in  three  of  the  cities  of  the 
State,  with  most  gratifying  results.  The  teachers  of 
Watertown,  Oswego  and  Binghamton  have  given  ample 
testimony  as  to  the  value  of  these  institutes,  and  expres- 
siona  of  satisfaction  from  superintendents  and  boards  of 
education  have  been  many.  The  Oswego  Times  gave 
this  editorial  reference  to  the  institutes  held  in  that  city: 

"  All  who  have  attended  the  exceedingly  interesting 
sessions  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  recently  held  in  this 
city  have  had  demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  the  great 
value  of  such  gatherings.  The  wealth  of  helpful  sug- 
gestions given  by  the  instructors,  drawn  out  of  a  rich  and 
varied  experience,  can  not  fail  to  be  a  source  of  inspira- 
tion to  our  city  teachers.  The  teacher  who  could  sit  un- 
moved through  the  various  addresses,  and  not  have  an 
enlarged  and  a  more  exalted  conception  of  the  dignity 
of  her  calling,  who  could  not  see  in  every  direction  new 
avenues  of  thought  and  action  opening  before  her,  is 
surely  not  worthy  to  be  in  the  responsible  position  she 
occupies.  The  success  of  the  two  institutes  which  have 
been  held  in  our  city  has  proved  that  they  supply  a  long- 
felt  need;  and  the  prospect  of  a  similar  gathering  next 
year  will  be  hailed  with  pleasure." 

The  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Binghamton  vol- 
unteers the  following: 

*^  The  success  of  the  recent  institute  held  in  Bingham- 
ton ought  to  lead  to  the  holding  of  such  institutes  in 
other  cities.  The  work  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  city  schools,  and  there  has  been 
nothing  but  the  most  favorable  comment  upon  the  work. 
It  would  be  doing  the  cause  of  education  an  important 
service  if  these  institutes  could  be  held  in  every  city  in 
the  State.  There  is  about  as  much  need  of  sound  in- 
struction for  teachers  in  some  of  our  cities  as  in  the 
rural  districts." 

The  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Watertown,  and 
the  press  of  that  city,  were  equally  emphatic  in  expres- 
sions of  approval. 
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STTMMEB  nrSTITXITES 

The  Legislature  of  1896  aatborized  the  organization  of 
three  snmmer  institutes  under  the  supervision  of  this 
Department,  which  were  held  at  Chautauqua,  Thousand 
Island  Park  and  Glens  Falls.  They  were  held  from  July 
14th  to  August  &th,  inclusive.  In  round  numbers,  800 
teachers  were  enrolled  Attendance  was  voluntary,  and 
teachers  of  spirit  and  experience  were  attracted.  In- 
stru'otion  was  furnished  when  requested  in  all  subjectB 
required  for  a  State  certificate,  except  the  classics  and 
modem  foreign  languages.  The  work  was  classified 
under  two  beads,  namely:  Professional  training  and 
drill  and  review.  It  was  found  that  many  teachers  ^•*'^'*  *' 
took  the  latter  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  exam- 
inations for  State  and  uniform  certificates.  The  results 
have  been  most  satisfactory.  The  respective  communi- 
ties in  which  these  summer  institutes  were  held  left 
nothing  undone  that  mi^rht  contrtbute  to  their  success. 
The  advantages  afforded  at  Ohautaiuqua  were  specially 
faelx>ful.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  these  institutes  can 
be  made  of  great  benefit  to  teachers  who  have  the  desire 
or  feel  the  necessity  of  devoting  part  of  the  summer 
vacation  to  study  and  who  wish  at  the  same  time  to  com- 
bine with  it  some  form  of  recreation.  Chautauqua  and 
Thousand  Island  Park  are  ideal  locations  for  this  pur-  m,^,neflt* 
pose.  Olens  Falls  had  maintained  a  summer  school 
for  a  num'ber  of  years  and  offered  special  inducements 
for  that  reason. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  sum  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  is  not  adequate  to  maintain  these  insti- 
tutes for  the  length  of  time  required  and  with  the 
degree  of  eificiency  that  is  demanded.  And  yet  I  would 
not  willingly  see  them  abandoned.  In  the  reports  of 
the  several  institute  conductors  who  were  in  immediate 
charge  will  be  found  detailed  statements  of  the  work. 

TRAINING  CLASSES 

The  problem  of  supplying  competent  teachers  for  the 
rural  schools  is  one  wMch  is  occupying  the  minds  of 
educators  throughout  the  country.  I  think  our  State 
can  demonstrate  that  we  are  solving  the  problem  by 
means  of  the  training  classes.  Of  the  861  students  who 
graduated  from  these  classes  and  were  licensed  to 
teach,  over  90  per  cent,  went  directly  into  the  rural 
schools  to  teach. 
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The  reports  from  trustees  and  school  commissioners 
are  ananimous  in  stating  that  these  young  men  and 
young  women  are  as  a  rule  efficient  teachers  from  the 
first  day  of  service.  The  training  classes  will  eventually 
be  the  means  of  supplying  rural  schools  with  teachere 
to  such  an  extent  that  those  trustees  will  be  the  excep- 
tions who  will  employ  inexperienced  and  untrained 
teachers. 

I  am  not  entirely  satisified  that  the  law  is  wise  in  its 
provision  for  paying  for  the  instruction  of  these  classes 
on  the  basis  of  f  1  per  capita  for  each  week  of  instruc- 
tion. Some  of  the  most  efficient  work  was  done  in 
classes  numibering  only  10  or  11  students,  all  of  whom 
graduated  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  all  of  whom  went 
directly  into  the  schools  to  teach.  The  maximum 
amount  which  a  school  instructing  12  pupils  could  re- 
ceive is  f  480  for  the  year.  A  school  instructing  a  class 
of  20,  but  graduating  only  eight,  could  receive  fSOO. 
The  same  requirement  is  made  of  both  schools  as  to 
a  teacher's  equipment^  course  of  instruction,  etc.  It 
would  seem  more  equitable  to  fix  a  minimum  sum  for 
each  school  instructing  a  class  with  the  minimum  num- 
ber of  10  pupils,  and  for  all  pupils  above  this  number 
the  payment  of  f  1  per  capita  per  week  might  be  allowed. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  wisdom  of  maintain- 
ing these  classes  in  the  most  efficient  manner  and  of 
extending  their  influence  as  widely  as  may  be  possible. 
Some  excellent  schools  have  been  deterred  from  mak- 
ing application  to  instruct  a  teachers'  training  class 
simply  because  the  requirements  for  admission  are  now 
so  high  that  not  more  than  10  members  could  be  secured, 
and  this  number  would  not  warrant  an  expenditure  of  six 
or  seven  hundred  dollars  in  maintaining  a  class. 

Under  another  head  is  treated  the  new  law  relating 
to  employment  of  teachers  in  cities,  under  chapter  1031 
of  the  Laws  of  1895. 


INDIAN  SCHOOLS 

The  Indian  schools  on  the  several  reservations  have 
for  many  years  been  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  and  have  been  under  the  care  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  since  1856.  The  I^egislature  las 
each  year  made  appropriations  for  their  support  and 
maintenance.  The  liberality  of  the  State  has  not  been 
entirely  fruitless,  for  the  situation  of  many  who  have 
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taken  advantage  of  the  educational  facilities  offered 
them,  has  been  improved.  The  funds  of  the  State  would 
be  more  discreetly  expended  could  something  be  done  to 
increase  the  attendance.  The  children  are  not  compelled 
to  attend  school  and  many  of  them  meet  with  little  en- 
couragement to  do  so  on  the  part  of  parents,  hence  as 
it  is  impossible  to  secure  the  full  or  regular  attendance 
of  the  children,  their  progress  is  slow. 

There  are  six  Indian  reservations  on  which  schools  are 
maintained^  viz. :  Allegany  and  Cattaraugus,  Onondaga, 
St.  Begis,  Shinnecock  and  Poospatuck,  Tonawanda  and 
Tuscarora.  The  population  of  the  several  reservations 
in  1875  was  about  4,570,  and  in  1892  about  4,920.  Ten 
years  ago  (1886)  the  whole  number  of  children,  regis- 
tered as  attending  some  part  of  the  year,  was  1,022,  and 
the  average  daily  attendance  was  480,  while  last  year  _ 

(1896)  the  whole  number  registered  was  914,  with  an  Atundanoi 
average  daily  attendance  of  436.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  the  attendance  does  not  increase.  The  schools  were 
in  session  thirty-six  weeks  during  the  year,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  111,891.16,  including  expenditures  for  repairs 
and  improvements.  There  are  twenty-nine  school  dis- 
tricts, employing  thirty  teachers.  The  figures  given  do 
not  vary  greatly  from  those  presented  in  my  last  report 
and  there  is  nothing  in  them  calling  for  special  com- 
ment at  the  present  time,  as  the  schools  have  been  kept 
open  through  the  regular  terms  and  during  regular 
hours,  and  the  teachers  employed  and  the  gen- 
eral equipment  for  schools  compare  favorably  with  the 
average  country  schools. 

The  last  Legislature  made  an  appropriation  of  f  1,000 
for  repairs  to  school  buildings  on  the  Allegany  and  Cat- 
taraugus reservation  and  also  appropriated  fSOO  for 
similar  repairs  to  buildings  on  the  Onondaga  reservation. 
This  department  is  required  by  law  to  set  apart  and  ap- 
portion for  and  on  account  of  the  Indian  schools  a  sum 
which  will  be  equivalent  to  their  proportion  of  the  State 
school  money,  upon  the  basis  of  distribution  established  ^pp'^p'*- 
by  law,  such  sum  to  be  wholly  payable  out  of  the  pro-  * 
ceeds  of  the  State  tax  for  the  support  of  the  common 
schools.  The  sum  so  set  apart  this  year  is  less  than  last 
year.  This  amount,  with  the  appropriation  made  by  the 
last  Legislature  from  the  common  school  fund  for  the 
support  of  said  schools  will  be  insuflBcient  for  their 
proper  support  and  maintenance.  I  would  recommend 
that  the  appropriation  from  the  common  school  fund  be 
increased  from  |6,000  to  |7,000. 
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INSTRUCTION  IN  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENB 

The  Legislature  of  1896  amended  the  act  of  1895  pro- 
viding for  instruction  in  "  the  nature  of  alcoholic  drinks 
and  other  narcotics  "  for  four  lessons  per  week  for  ten 
weeks  in  each  year,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  instruc- 
tion to  three  lessons  per  week  for  ten  weeks  •*  or  Its 
equivalent."  By  this  amendment,  thirty  lessons  given 
during  a  school  year  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion is  required  by  the  act  of  1896  to  include  in  his  an- 
nual report  a  statement  showing  every  school,  city  or 
district,  which  has  failed  to  comply  with  all  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  during  the  preceding  school  year.  All  re- 
oompuanee  Ports  made  to  this  department  by  local  oflScers  contain 
with  the  law  affidavits  showing  that  the  law  has  been  complied  with. 
While  difficulties  have  been  found  in  complying  with  the 
strict  letter  of  the  statute,  it  is  very  evident  that  teach- 
ers and  school  officers  throughout  the  State  are  cheer- 
fully endeavoring  to  meet  the  spirit  of  the  law.  No  com- 
plaint or  appeal  has  reached  the  department  that  the 
law  has  been  violated.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  dur- 
ing the  year  mu-Ch  misunderstanding  and  misrepresen- 
tation have  been  removed,  and  it  seems  to  be  generally 
understood  that  the  attitude  of  the  Department  has  never 
been  antagonistic  to  instruction  which  teaches  the  im- 
portan^je  of  temperance  a®  a  personal  virtue  and  a  social 
benefit. 

THE  INTEREST  OF  WOMEN  IN  SCHOOLS 

Having  had  school  suflfrage  for  several  years,  the 
women  of  New  York  State  are  afforded  excellent  oppor- 
tunities for  advancing  the  cause  of  ediucation  <by  taking 
an  active  interest  in  school  meetings,  and  helping  to 
secure  the  best  and  most  intelligent  persons  in  the 
community  for  school  officers.  All  women  should  be 
interested  in  the  schools  as  patriotic  citizenis  if  not  as 
taxpayers,  and  mothers  should  deem  it  a  duty  to  do  all 
^**^**  **  in  their  power  to  obtain  the  best  conditions  possible  in 
the  schools  where  their  children  must  spend  five  hours 
a  day,  five  days  in  the  week^  for  eight  months  in  the  year, 
during  the  important  formative  period  of  their  lives. 
If  it  be  true  that  men  aire  sometimes  willing  to  sacrifice 
the  schools  for  political  ends,  it  is  not  "believed  that 
women  —  the  mothers  of  the  race  —  will  ever  so  far 
forget  their  duty  to  the  most  precious  product  of  our 
land,  the  children. 
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No  matter  how  good  a  school  may  be,  it  can  always 
be  made  better.  If  women  would  visit  the  schools  and 
attend  the  school  meetings  to  aid  in  electing  the  beet 
men  and  women  as  •school  officials,  it  would  doubtless 
improve  the  character  of  the  meetings  and  increase  the 
interest  in  educational  work.  There  should  be  mutual 
confidence  and  sympathy  between  parents  and  teachers. 
We  can  not  expect  children  to  grow  up  with  respect  for 
the  institutions  of  their  country  when  they  see  the  gen- 
eral indifference  of  parents  to  an  institution  which  has* 
such  far-reaching  effects  as  ooir  tsohool  system.  The 
mother'e  care  may  well  follow  our  children  from  the 
home  to  the  schoolroom,  where  her  intelligent  interest 
and  sympathy  can  do  much  to  inspire  the  teacher  with 
fresh  zeal  and  encouragement.  Many  good  teachers  stimuiu*  t« 
have  degenerated  from  the  lack  of  this  stimulant.     *«»«^«" 

In  a  repu'blic  the  State  has  no  more  important  duty 
than  the  education  of  its  citizen-sovereigns,  and  if 
women  are  indeed'  the  "  Q'Od-ordained  instructors  of 
youth  "  they  should  have  a  large  share  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  <scbools.  If  women  will  use  their  ballots  / 
to  make  better  schools,  they  wiW  inicrease  their  own 
self-respect  and  win  that  of  others.  By  securing  the 
best  education  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  to-day,  they 
will  secure  better  citizens  for  the  future,  and  help  to 
hasten  the  day  when  the  State  shall  have  added  to  the 
wisdom  of  its  sons,  that  of  its  daughters. 

I  am  glad  to  add  my  personal  testimony  to  the  ex-  women 
cellent  work  that  women  are  now  doing  as  State  -super-  »^»«^oo> 
intendents,  teachers,  school  commissioners,  members 
of  boards  of  education  and  in  many  other  lines  of  edu- 
cational work.  To  good  executive  ability,  they  add  an 
earnestness  of  purpose,  and  conscientious  devotion  to 
duty  which  may  well  be  emulated  by  their  brothers. 
It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  entcourage  the  advancement 
of  women  to  all  positions  to  which  their  inclination  and 
ability  may  direct. 

ABBOB  DAY 

Arbor  Day  continues  to  be  observed  in  almost  all 
the  districts  of  the  State.  Last  year  in  9,823  districts, 
16,569  trees  were  planted.  The  day  has  passed  from 
the  sentimental  stage  of  its  observance  to  the  practical. 
It  is  acknowledged  to  be  useful  and  will  hold  its  own 
with  schools  and  with  people  because  of  its  real  value. 
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Too  little  thouglit  is  given  to  this  subject  by  the 
majority  of  our  peoiple.     The  influence  of  their  sur- 
roundings is  felt  more  by  children  than  by  adults. 
Impressions  made  upon  their  tender  susceptibilities  are 
inihieDoe  of  deeper  and  far  more  enduring  than  impressioniS  on 
Avi»orD»7  men  and  women.    The  element  of  beauty  appeals  to 
the  child  nature  most  powerfully.    A  picture  or  flower 
or  plant  or  tree  awakems  interest  and  oall«  forth  ex- 
pressions of  delight.    Let  us  minister  to  this  from  the 
'very  beginning  of  the  child's  school  days,  and  make 
this  innate  love  of  beauty  contribute  to  the  child's 
education  and  happiness  and  thus  leave  its  powerful 
impress  on  character  and  life. 

Not  only  may  the  love  of  the  beautiful  be  cultivated 
in  children,  but  their  patriotic  feelings  may  also  be 
developed.    If  in  the  planting  of  the  trees  the  children 
are  permitted  to  take  part,  and  call  them  after  the 
NamiBiror    names  of   well-known   statesmen,  poets,   authors  or 
*»^«  generals,  they  will  come  to  have  ain  interest  not  only 

in  the  trees  planted,  but  in  the  history  of  the  persons 
for  whom  the  trees  are  named.  If  they  should  name 
trees  after  favorite  authors,  they  might  also  learn  to  care 
for  and  study  the  works  of  those  authors. 

The  suggestion  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Pu;blic 
Instruction  of  Iowa,  is  well  worth  attention :  "  To  teach 
children  the  kind  of  trees  which  flourish  best  in  that 
secftion,  which  of  them  are  best  for  timber,  which  for 
shade,  and  which  for  fuel,  ispecimens  of  each  will  then 
be  found  on  the  school  ground,  and  referred  to  for  pur- 
poses of  illustration.  In  the  same  conversation  we 
muBt  teach  how  to  plant  and  care  for  them,  and  culti- 
vate in  each  child  an  honest  respect  for  a  thriving, 
growing  tree." 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  an  increasing  interest  in 
Arbor  Day,  because  it  has  proved  useful  in  making 
school  grounds  pleasant  and  attractive.  Because  there 
is  no  lowering  of  the  tax  rate,  because  no  immediate 
pecuniary  advantage  accrues  to  pupils  or  parents,  many 
Anincreas-  districts  coutiuuc  as  in  years  past  to  neglect  the  school 
inc  interegt  j^^i^ding  and  grounds,  never  caring  whether  they  are 
pleaisant  or  unpleasant,  attractive  or  disagreeable. 
Often  in  the  same  districts  may  be  found  barns  and 
outbuildings  far  more  neat  and  orderly  in  appearance 
than  the  school  building  or  grounds,  men  caring  more 
for  a  suitable  place  to  keep  their  horses  and  cattle  than 
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for  invitin'g  and  seemly  premises  where  their  children 
spend  so  many  of  their  waking  hours. 

It  is  too  ma<ch  to  be  expected  that  every  man  in  each 
district  will  help  at  onoe  in  the  planting  of  trees  and  in 
beautifying  the  school  house  and  grounds,  but  if  persist-  Persut«no« 
ently  observed  year  after  year  by  those  interested,  Arbor  neo«M»ry 
Day  will  come  at  last  to  be  distinctively  the  children's 
school  festival.  It  will  also  teach  parents  the  value  of 
trees  and  shrubs,  of  flowers  and  lawns,  and  the  entire 
district  will  soon  become  more  attractive. 

Let  the  day  be  observed  by  all  the  people  as  a  day 
dedicated  to  the  beautifying  of  school  grounds.  This 
beauty  will  enter  into  the  school  houses  and  into  the 
lives  of  our  children. 

PATBIOTIC  EDUCATION 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  chapter  222  of  the 
Laws  of  1895,  providing  for  the  purchase  and  display  of 
a  United  States  flag  on  or  near  school  buildings  during 
school  hours,  nearly  every  schoolhouse  in  the  State  now 
displays  the  United  States  flag.  This  symbol  of  sover- 
eignty— the  emblem  of  the  love  of  country — is  exerting 
its  silent  influence  upon  the  susceptible  minds  of  nearly 
2,000,000  of  our  school  children  daily,  and  its  effect  as  a 
symbol  of  patriotism  and  consequent  incentive  to  good 
citizenship  can  not  be  measured.  The  youth  whose  eye 
has  been  accustomed  to  this  emblem  can  never  fail  to 
recognize  in  it  the  image  of  the  whole  nation.  It  be- 
longs upon  the  school  building,  and  is  more  fruitful  of  ch««rAa 
patriotic  influences  there  than  when  displayed  in  any  compiiMio* 
other  place.  Very  few  districts  in  the  State  have  ob-  ^"*****«i»^ 
jected  to  the  expense  incurred  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quirementsof  this  statute.  GrandArmy posts  throughout 
the  State  have  rendered  valuable  aj^istance  in  compell- 
ing a  compliance  with  its  provisions,  and  wherever  com- 
plaints from  this  organization  have  been  presented,  the 
department  has  immediately  taken  steps  to  compel  com- 
pliance therewith.  A  simple  letter  from  the  department 
has  always  been  sufficient  to  remove  objections.  I  am 
authorized  by  the  provisions  of  the  Consolidated  School 
Law  to  withhold  from  any  district  the  public  funds  to 
which  it  would  otherwise  be  entitled,  whenever  it  wil- 
fully refuses  to  comply  with  the  statute  in  this  respect. 
To  the  credit  of  school  district  officers,  however,  it  may 
be  said  that  such  course  has  not  thus  far  been  nec- 
essary. 
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THE  HOME  AND  THE  SCHOOL 

Those  who  believe  that  our  educational  Bj»tem  can 
be  strengthened  by  arousing  deeper  public  interest  in 
popular  education  *can  find  abundant  cause  for  encour- 
agement in  the  indications  which  are  everywhere  ap- 
parent, of  efforts  to  establish  closer  relations  between 
OUT  homes  and  our  schools;  a  desire  to  interest  parenti 
in  the  work  of  their  children,  and  to  secure  co-operation 
among  parents  and  teachers.  When  the  fathers  and 
mothers  of  the  State  love  their  schools  because  their 
children  attend  them,  we  can  safely  hope  for  better 
conditions  and  better  results.  The  closer  the  relation 
between  home  and  school,  the  more  satisfactory  will 
be  the  work  of  teachers,  parents  and  pupils.  The  people 
do  not  fully  understand  that  their  duty  is  not  done 
when  they  pay  the  school  taxes  and  send  their  children 
to  school.  Their  interest  must  follow  the  children  and 
there  must  be  "  school  out  of  school."  The  good  influ- 
ence of  the  teacher  will  extend  beyond  the  schoolroom, 
and  should  be  supplemented  by  good  influences  at  the 
fireside  and  around  the  family  table.  The  work  of  the 
best  teacher  will  count  for  little  if  not  sustained  and 
encouraged  by  healthy  and  helpful  home  influences. 
Parents  should  know  'Uie  teachers,  and  teachers  should 
know  the  parents  —  should  know  something  of  the 
homes  from  which  the  children  come  —  should  be  told 
of  the  likes  and  dislikes,  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of 
the  children  whom  they  teach.  This  isa  most  important 
phase  of  child  study.  All  efforts,  therefore,  which 
bring  parents  and  teachers  into  closer  relationship 
should  be  encouraged.  In  many  communities  these 
efforts  have  met  with  hearty  co-operation  and  have 
proved  very  successful.  The  various  "  mothers'  meet- 
ings "  held  about  tlie  State  are  evidences  of  interest, 
and  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers  recently  held 
at  Washington  was  so  satisfactory  that  branoh  organi- 
zations have  already  been  organized  in  this  and  many 
other  States.  At  our  teachers'  institutes  arrangements 
are  frequently  made  for  meeting»s  of  parents,  which 
have  been  successful  beyond  expectation  in  arousing 
public  interest  in  schools. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  IJtica,  in  October 
last,  issued  many  invitations  to  parents  to  visit  the 
schools  of  that  city  on  a  certain  day  and  see  them  In 
regular  working  operation  without  an  attempt  to  pro- 
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vide  special  exercises  of  any  nature.    More  than  one  vigitinc 
thousand  parent-s  accepted  the«^e  invitations,  many  of  *»y* 
whom,  no  doubt,  saw  their  children  at  work  in  the 
schools  for  the  first  time.    The  result  is  that  these  par- 
ents are  tempted  to  continue  the  visits  and  a  deeper 
interest  is  the  certain  effect. 

In  NoveuKber  a  series  of  parents'  meetings  were  held 
in  the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Brooklyn  Teaehers'  Association.  Addresses 
were  made  by  members  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
clergymen,  teachers  and  ladies  interested  in  the  move- 
ment. The  attendance  was  large  —  2,276  parents  being 
present  at  the  meetings  —  and  it  is  believed  great  good 
will  result  from  them. 

CHILD  STUDY 

Interest  in  child  study  increases  steadily  and  it  still 
forms  an  interesting  subject  for  discussion  at  all  educa- 
tional gatherings.  It  can  not  be  claimed  that  a  perfect 
system  has  yet  been  developed,  or  that  the  place  of  child 
study  in  a  State  educational  system  is  definitely  fixed, 
but  the  attention  which  the  subject  is  receiving  is  evi- 
dence that  popular  interest  is  aroused.  This  interest, 
properly  directed,  must  lead  to  excellent  results.  There  Rational 
may  be  danger  in  carrying  investigation  too  far  along  inv«gtiga- 
some  lines,  but  child  study  on  the  part  of  teachers  seems  t*onneed«d 
proper  and  necessary.  How  far  the  child  should  be 
made  an  agent  in  investigations  is  a  question  which 
should  be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  the  teacher. 
An  interesting  exhibit  is  given  in  this  report  which  will 
no  doubt  attract  the  attention  of  those  specially  inter- 
ested, and  will  give  some  of  the  methods  and  results 
noticeable  in  the  work  being  done  in  this  State. 

Ohild  study  associations  for  promoting  the  interests 
and  objects  of  this  particular  work  have  been  organized 
in  other  States,  and  the  council  of  superintendents  of 
this  State  at  its  meeting  in  Utica  in  October  last,  adopted 
a  resolution  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  council  that 
the  time  was  opportune  for  the  organization  upon  a 
broad  and  reliable  basis  of  a  society  or  center  for  child 
study  in  New  York,  and  requesting  the  State  Superin-  chiidgtudj 
tendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  appoint  a  committee  ro  locietieg 
proceed  with  the  organization  of  such  an  association. 
Complying  with  this  request,  a  committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed representing  the  different  educational  interests 
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of  the  State;  and  it  is  probable  that  definite  action  will 
be  promptly  taken  to  carry  out  the  design  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

HOBACE  MANN 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  this  department, 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Horace 
Mann,  May  4, 1896,  was  fittingly  celebrated  by  schools 
and  by  friends  of  education  throughout  the  State.  His 
splendid  oharacter,  his  magnificent  work,  hie  conspicu- 
ous success  merited  and  received  highest  eulogium  from 
all.  Not  content  to  revolutionize  the  public  school  sys- 
tem of  Massachusetts,  he  freely  gave  time  and  strength 
for  educational  work  in  other  New  England  States  and 
in  New  York^  where  his  zeal,  his  commanding  ability, 
his  eloquence,  were  nobly  used  for  the  highest  interests 
of  the  common  schools.  Eighteen  thousand  copies  of 
xniiaeneoii  his  mflstcrly  Fifth  Annual  Report  on  "The  Effect  of 
ir«wYork  Education  upon  the  Fortunes  of  Men  ''  were  printed  in 
Albany  and  distributed  throughout  the  State.  His 
constant  correspondence  for  many  years  with  promi- 
nent officials  did  much  to  arouse  interest  in  the  work 
of  education  and  to  successfully  carry  out  plans  for 
improving  the  schools.  His  presence  at  our  State  asso- 
ciations was  a  power  in  itself.  His  addresses,  his  in- 
npiring  counsels,  his  philanthropic  spirit,  his  unselfish 
devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  left  an  impress 
which  passing  years  only  deepen  and  extend.  His  ex- 
ample is  an  inspiration  to  educators  in  New  York  and 
throughout  the  United  States.  His  life  proves  that  high 
aims,  noble  purposes,  commanding  abilities,  unflagging 
^al,  untiring  perseverance,  unbroken  courage,  and  un- 
questioned honesty  are  all  needful  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  all  contribute  to  its  final  triumph. 

EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBITS 

In  many  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  educational  ex- 
hibits have  been  arranged  at  county  fairs^  under  the 
inspiration  and  direction  of  school  commissioners  f\nd 
others  interested  in  educational  movements  who  have 
given  encouragement  and  co-operation.  These  exhibits 
have  awakened  deep  interest  among  the  people,  and  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  many  thousands  of  parents  who 
inMBtiTM  are  able  to  see  in  no  other  way  the  actual  results  of 
to  ffood  work g^j^QQi  life  in  the  work  of  their  own  children,  and  Illus- 
trating the  ordinary  courses  of  study  pursued.  In  many 
instances  county  agricultural  societies  offer  liberal  pre- 
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minms,  with  the  result  that  there  is  increased  interest 
among  school  officers  and  teachers  and  pupils.  In  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Wyoming  especial  effort 
has  been  made  to  make  these  exhibits  prominent  features 
at  the  fairs.  It  may  be  instructive  to  quote  here  some 
proTisions  of  the  prize  list  for  the  department  of  school 
work  of  the  Cambridge  (Washington  county)  fair  to  be 
held  this  year.  There  are  three  classes:  I.  Exhibit  by 
individual  schools.  II.  Exhibit  of  pupils  14  years  old 
or  older.    III.  Pupils  between  9  and  14  years. 

In  the  first  class  are  Included  working  or  plan  and  Natnr«  of: 
elevation  drawings,  original  decorative  designs,  speci-  ^®'^ 
mens  of  historic  ornament  pictorial  drawings,  and  best 
collection  of  insects  injurious  to  vegetation.  In  the 
second  class  are  botanical  drawings^  relief  maps  in  sand, 
putty  and  papier-mach^,  product  and  historical  maps, 
etc.,  and  the  third  class  includes  type  forms  and  historic 
ornament.  This  subject  may  well  receive  attention  in 
every  county  of  the  State,  and  those  interested  in  educa- 
tion can  do  a  great  public  service  by  giving  it  approval 
and  substantia]  encouragement. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 

Our  State  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Association  of  the  United  States  at 
its  35th  annual  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Buffalo  in 
July.  It  was  in  many  respects  the  most  successful  and 
satisfactory  of  the  many  meetings  of  this  great  associa- 
tion of  educators.  There  was  a  registered  attendance 
of  9,600,  and  New  York  State  contributed  2,148  of  this 
number.  The  interest  of  our  State  educators  was  thor- 
oughly demonstrated  in  the  fact  that  there  was  a  greater  The  Bunkio 
attendance  at  this  meeting  than  at  all  our  State  educa-  "»•«**»« 
tional  associations  combined.  The  Buffalo  meeting  was 
an  inspiration  in  its  effect  upon  educational  sentiment  In 
our  State.  The  addresses  were  of  a  high  order  of  ex- 
cellence, the  discussions  in  excellent  spirit,  and  the  de- 
partment meetings  full  of  interest  to  progressive  educa- 
tors. The  published  proceedings  of  these  annual  meet- 
ings comprise  one  of  the  most  valuable  publications  of 
the  year,  and  it  is  eagerly  sought  by  those  who  aim  to 
keep  abreast  of  educational  thought.  It  is  money  well 
spent  when  (boards  of  education  send  their  superintend- 
ent to  these  national  meetings.  It  would  be  still  better 
if  the  salaries  of  all  progressive  teachers  could  be  fixed 
at  a  figure  which  would  permit  them  to  attend.    The 
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broader  outlook  obtained  would  make  them  more  valua- 
ble teacihere  and  the  good  effect  upon  our  educational 
■ystem  would  be  sensibly  felt  in  all  directions.  Nothing 
more  certainly  tends  to  retrogression  and  decay  than  to 
be  obliged  to  spend  months  and  years  in  a  class  room 
with  no  opiwrtunity  to  mingle  with  others  following  the 
same  vocation.  Helpfulness,  sympathy  and  encourage- 
ment can  thus  be  made  mutual,  and  the  influences  felt 
will  revert  to  the  schools,  where  that  influenice  is  cer- 
tainly most  needed. 

COMFABATIVE  STATISTICS 

Special  tables  showing  comparisons  for  the  last  ten 
years  are  annexed  hereto,  and  made  part  of  this  report. 
Such  tables  are  referred  to  as  tables  A,  B,  C,  etc. 

The  total  expenditure  for  public  schools  for  the  year 
ending  July  31,  1896,  was  123,173,180.49,  as  against 
120,950,614.12  for  the  preceding  year,  an  increase  of 
12,223,216.37  (Table  A).  Of  this  increase  f710,293.30 
was  in  teachers'  salaries  (Table  B),  1968,200.72  in  build- 
ings, sites,  furniture,  repairs,  etc.  (Table  C),  and  f 3,435.14 
for  libraries  (Table  D).  Of  the  remaining  1541,181.74, 
tl33,597.84  was  expended  for  school  apparatus  and  the 
balance  for  fuel,  supplies  and  incidentals. 

Table  D  shows  that  under  the  wise  legislation  relating 
to  libraries,  the  towns  are  again  giving  much  attention 
to  these  important  aids  in  educational  work.  The  in- 
crease of  expenditure  in  the  towns  for  library  purposes 
for  1896  over  the  preceding  year  was  t5,941.71,  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  in  their  libraries  was 
40,749. 

The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  at  the  same 
time  for  160  days  or  more,  during  the  year  ending  July 
31,  1896,  was  27,944,  an  increase  of  1,255  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Of  the  whole  number  11,962  were  employed 
in  the  cities,  and  15,982  in  the  towns  (Table  F).  Of  the 
whole  number  of  teachers  in  the  cities,  about  eight  per 
cent,  were  males,  and  in  the  towns  about  twenty-one 
per  cent. 

The  average  weekly  salary  paid  teachers  in  the  cities 
for  1896  was  $18.59,  a  decrease  of  $1.02;  while  in  the 
towns  it  was  $9.26,  an  increase  of  $0.30  (Table  G).  The 
average  annual  salary  in  the  cities  was  $725.19,  a  de- 
crease of  $8.16;  while  in  the  towns  it  was  $309.38,  a  de- 
crease of  $1.35  (Table  H). 
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The  total  nnm/ber  of  children  of  school  age  reported 
for  1896  was  1,651,858,  aB  against  1,946,245  for  1895,  a  ciiiidr*n  of 
decrease  of  294,387  (Table  I).    The  decrease  is  caused  '^^•^  *»• 
bj  the  change  in  the  school  age  from  5-21  years  to 
6-18.    The  total  for  1896  represents  on  the  old  basis  of 
5-21  years  an  enumeration  approximating  2,000,000. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  registered  as  attending 
school  some  portion  of  the  school  year  was^  in  the  cities, 
663,698,  an  increase  over  1895  of  37,085;  and  in  the 
towns,  522,376,  a  decrease  of  19^54  (Table  J).  In  addi-  »»~"««»* 
tion  to  the  1,176,074  pupils  in  attendance  upon  the  public 
schools  far  1896,  the  reports  show  that  165,860  children 
attended  private  schools,  making  a  grand  total  school 
attendance  of  1,341,934  for  the  State. 

The  ayerage  daily  attendance  of  pupils  for  1896  waa, 
In  the  cities,  454,190,  an  increase  of  25,076  over  1895,^^^^^^^ 
and  in  the  towns  317,864,  a  decrease  of  10,716  (Table  K).  *    °     ** 

The  beneficial  results  of  the  compulsory  attendance 
law  are  demonstrated  by  the  per  cent,  of  average  daily 
attendance  based  upon  total  enrollment;  which  for  1896 
surpassed  all  previous  records,  viz. :  For  cities,  69.6  per 
cent.;  for  towns,  60.6  per  cent.;  aud  for  the  State,  65.4  ^d^ation'^ 
per  cent.  For  1895  the  record  shows  69.3  per  cent,  for 
cities,  58.4  per  cent,  for  towns,  and  62.8  per  cent,  for 
the  State.  It  is  evident  from  these  figures.that  the  better 
organization  of  city  school  systems  produced  results  un- 
der the  compulsory  law  one  year  earlier  than  similar  re- 
sults were  obtained  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  average  time  during  which  schools  were  in  session 
for  1896  was  in  cities  195  days,  an  increase  of  eight  days  ^°»*** 
over  1895;  in  towns,  169  days,  a  decrease  of  four  days;*     "^ 
and  for  the  State,  175  days,  a  decrease  of  one  day. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  the  towns  reported 
for  1896  is  11,047,  as  against  11,089  for  1895,  a  decrease  school  dis- 
of  42  (Talble  M).    It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  num-  *'*«*• 
ber  of  districts  has  decreased  205  in  the  last  ten  years, 
and  of  this  number  114  have  been  annulled  in  the  last 
three  years. 

Any  extended  comparison  between  statistics  for  cities 
and  for  towns  must  be  materially  modified  by  the  fact 
that  nearly  every  year  large  and  growing  villages  are 
given  city  charters,  and  the  showing  for  the  town  suffers 
in  consequence.  The  following  comparisons  for  the  year 
ending  July  31, 1896,  are,  however,  instructive: 
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Of  the  children  of  school  age,  64.53  per  cent,  were  In 
the  cities,  and  35.47  per  cent,  in  the  towns. 

Of  the  total  enrollment,  55.58  per  cent,  was  in  the 
cities,  and  44.42  per  cent,  in  the  towns. 

Of  the  average  daily  attendance,  58.83  per  cent,  was  in 
the  cities,  and  41.17  per  cent,  in  the  towns. 

Of  the  sum  paid  for  teachers'  salaries,  63.7  per  cent, 
was  expended  in  the  cities,  and  36.3  per  cent,  in  the 
towns. 

Of  the  sam  paid  for  buildings,  sites,  furniture,  repairs, 
etc.^  75.68  per  cent,  was  expended  in  the  cities,  and  24.32 
per  cent,  in  the  towns. 

The  average  annual  expenditure  per  pupil  of  average 
attendance^  for  teachers'  salaries,  was  |19.10  in  the  cities 
and  $15.55  in  the  towns. 

The  average  annual  expenditure  per  pupil  of  average 
attendance  for  all  ordinary  school  purposes,  such  as 
teachers'  salaries,  fuel,  janitor  service,  incidentals,  etc., 
was  123.13  in  the  cities,  and  $19.27  in  the  towns. 

The  total  annual  expenditure  per  pupil  of  average  at- 
tendance was  $34.22  in  the  cities,  and  $24.01  in  the 
towns. 
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TABLE  L 
School  terms 


TABLE  M 
Number  of  school  districts 


YEAR 


1885 
1888 
1887 
1888 
1888 
1800 
1881 
1882 
1888 
1894 
1885 
1888 


A-venge 

length  of 

Bobool  term 

in  the  state 

by  week! 


83.5 
83.8 
83.8 
83.8 
33.4 
35.7 
85.3 
35.5 
35.8 
35.0 
35.1 
35.0 


YEAR 


1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1880 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1H94 
1895 
1896 


Diitriete 


11,254 
11,262 
11,258 
11.245 
11,288 
11,216 
11,196 
11,180 
11.161 
11,121 
11,089 
11,047 


Increase  or 
decrease 


+  8 

—  9 

—  8 

—  7 
—22 
—20 
—16 
—19 
—40 
—82 
-42 


TABLE  N 
Average  vaitie  of  school-houses  and  sites  in  the  towns 


YEAR 


1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1896 
1896 


$1.038  68 
1,052  80 
1,061  67 
1,084  83 
1.145  58 
1,191  08 
1,700  92 
1,296  54 
1,884  59 
1,402  81 
1,266  89 
1,458  00 


Increase  or 
decrease 


+♦14  12 
+  8  87 
+  23  16 
+  60  75 
+  45  45 
+508  89 
—404  88 
+  88  05 
+  18  22 
—185  92 
+191  11 


Superintendent's  Eepobt 


LXI 


TABLE   O 

General  eoopenditures  for  aUjmblic  educational  interests  directly 
connected  with  this  Department,  including  expenses  of  Normal 
schools,  Indiam,  schools.  Teachers^  Trainina  classes.  Teacher^ 
Institutes,  commissioners'  salaries,  exam,ination  expenses.  Defect- 
ive schools,  compulsory  education,  pictorial  i/nstruction  and 
other  matters  incidental. 


yeab 


1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1883 
189i 
1895 
1896 


Amount 


$13^65,530 
13,986,834 
14.461.774 
15,696,012 
16,691,178 
18,214,667 
17,968,929 
18,996,014 
19.763.362 
20,218,742 
21,984,345 
24,165,724 


IncreaM  or 
deerease 


+  $121,304 
+  474,940 
+1,234,238 
+  995,166 
+1,523,509 
—  245.758 
+1.027,085 
+  767.348 
+  455,880 
+1,765.603 
+2,181,879 


TABLE  F 
Normal  schools 


YEAB 


1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1801 
1882 
1883 
1894 
1895 
1886 


Ayerage 

Increase  or 

attendance 

decrease 

8,772 

4,112 

+    340 

4,490 

+    378 

4,622 

+    132 

4,835 

+    213 

6.271 

+    436 

5,706 

+    435 

6,118 

+    412 

5,866 

—   252  , 

5,875 

+       9' 

6,990 

+1.115 

7,521 

+    531 

Number  of 

Increase  or 

graduates 

decrease 

827 

364 

+  84 

388 

+  24 

426 

+  38 

537 

+111 

569 

+  32 

672 

+103 

•82 

+310 

503 

—479 

594 

+  91 

715 

+121 

860 

+  145 

171.419 
192,868 
278,664 
243,131 
272,581 
332.313 
316,126 
823,493 
355,586 
352,190 
458,608 
481,825 


Increase  or 
decrease 


+$21,449 
+  85,786 
—  85.523 
+  29.451 
+  59,732 

16.187 
7,366 

32,043 
3.345 
+106,418 
+  23,217 


+ 

+ 


TABLE  Q  — Abbob  Day 

Table  showing  number  of  school  districts  m  the  State  reporting 

and  number  of  trees  planted 


YEAR 

Number  of 

districts 

reporting 

Number  of 

trees 

planted 

1888 

5,681 
8,106 
8.956 
8.809 
8,783 
9.057 
8.450 
9,823 

24.106 

1890 

27.097 

1891 

25,786 

1882 

20,622 

1898 

15,973 

1894 

16,524 

1895 

15,078 

1896 

16,569 

161,810 

LXii  Defabtmknt  of  Public  Instruction 


TABLE 

Comparaiifoe 


».™„ 

FOB  THE  Tub 

91,  IBM 

Emwa  Jdlt 

Oomnili- 

irlcw 

ClUa 

Slate 

«'i'S?S£- 

II  a» 

-w 

taa,>33,iM 

1,W1,BU 

11  OH 

dllt>» 

«i«,i33.(a3 

»«.901,(ITt 

i,OM.n;o 

tii.(w,ou 

Niunberofi:bUdnnjittendlDg><.-liac>l>iHne 

MMB«ig 

ATcrngB  number  ot  dMi  etch  papll  al 

,» 

in 

,., 

SB 

ii.Tai 

lS3,tT9 

Iti.lOl 

MumberotlloenKidlMcliBneroplO)^  1« 

11, Ml 

11, MI 

li,I«l 

porUonotUierur; 

18  713 

ToUl 

».M1 

M.Bao 

Kmnber  Ot  UMlMcm  U»ii»d  Iff  : 

Normal  letiool* 

a-^ 

1  138 

3001 

Looalomeen 

lt.S10 

z.: 

•t.MI.Hl  B9 

11,13* 

38, SM 

i,                     »1     loryotlOMhen 

Vol          1       b     Uib«1 

t8,87<.M3  1* 

fK,BM 

•is.eio.wr  «s 

SzpandHirorlEachcn'WLlarLM 

»1,BH.«M  03 

EiiMndsd  lor  buUdlnc*,  au»,  furniture 

roi«ln,«lc 

1,111 .380  U 

t.*10.0»  81 

0.937,338  a 

].3U.tl0  3« 

7,(31  ,;m  40 

1S.Ha.0Tl  0> 

33,173,930  19 

7,1M,0M  « 

Sijpsbintbndent's  Export 


itxai 


R 

school  statistics 


roB  THS  Year  Erdixo  July 
31,1895 


aoea 


Sute 


CoMMisBioifBR  Districts 


682 
683 

$39,361,473 
1.351.828 


1.127 
11.408 
12.530 

567 

Wi 

10,966 

#783  35 

367.884 

$8,010,135  15 

8,493.724  SO 

74,091  73 

13,494,627  45 


11,771  ; 
11.985 


$53,400,016 
1,946,245 


616,613 

1,158,313 

429,114 

757,694 

81.982,040 

139,794,981 

187 

176 

133 

121 

789 

1.118 

150.973 

165.860 

10,924 

26,689 

5.476 
30,148 
36.624 

1.155 

3,601 

28.566 

$483  68 

969,069 

$12,908,834  68 

4,859.135  46 

132.934  76 

20,960,614  12 


CiTICS 


Increase     .  Decrease 


$2,873,509 


2 
35 


217 


195 


40,749 
$45,845  29 

51,869  48 

5,941  71 

175,772  73 


42 
34 


Increase 


109,129 

19,354 

10,716 

1.147,322 

4 


I 


161 


$1  35 


71 

76 

$4,539,601 


37,085 

25,076 

7,844,806 

8 


1,502 


1.038 


40 
2,?^ 

974 

2.768 

959 

62 

22 

131 

790 

760 

$664,548  01 
916.331  31 
2.047,443  64 


Decrease 


185,258 


110 


15 


$8  16 
942 


$2,506  17 


Total  Ituirmmtr 
decrease 

Inc., 

29 

Inc., 

43 

Inc., 

$6,983,110 

Dec., 

294.887 

Inc., 

17,781 

Inc., 

14.860 

Inc.,  . 

6,697,484 

Dec, 

Iday 

Inc., 

4  days 

Dec 

89 

Inc., 


Inc., 


Dec, 
Dec, 
Dec, 

Dec, 
Inc. 

Inc., 
Inc., 


1, 


1,955 


55 
1.749 
1,804 

40 
836 

80 

$3  69 

39,807 


Inc,  $710,393  80 

Inc.  966.200  79 

Inc.,  3,435  54 

Inc.  2,223.216  37 


EXHIBIT    No.     1 


STATISTICAL   TABLES 


1.  Statement  of  State  Tax  Levied  in  1891  and  in  1896f,  p.  3. 

2.  Statement    of    School    Tax     Paid    and     School     Money 

Received  by  Each  County,  p.  4. 

3.  Apportionment  of  School  Moneys,  pp.  5-7. 

4.  Abstract  of   Statistical    Reports  ok  School   Commissioners 

p.  8. 

5.  Abstract   of   Financial   Reports   of  School   Commissioners, 

p.  24. 

6.  Investment  of  the   Capital  of   the   Common    School   Fund, 

p.  34. 

7.  CoAiPARATivE  Statistical  and  Financial  Statements  for  the 

Tears  1891  and  1896,  p.  38. 


EXHIBIT   NO.    1 


TABLE  No.  1 

STATEMENT  of  the  State  Tax  of  one  mill  levied  in  1891,  cmd 
of  the  State  Tax  of  ninety-three  one-hundredths  of  a  mill  levied 
m  1896  for  the  support  ojcamm/m  schools. 


COUNTIES 


Albany 

Allegftsy 

Broome 

Cattarangus  . 

Cayaga  

Chautauqua.. 

Chemung 

CheDaogo.... 

Clinton 

Columbia 

CorUand  

Delawate  — 

Dutcheas 

Brie 

Easex 

Franklin..... 

Fulton 

Geneaee 

Greeue 

Hamilton 

Herkimer 

Jefferson 

Kings 

Lewis 

LivingAtun  .. 

Madison 

Jfonroe 

MoDtgomery . 

New  York 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga.  ... 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswt^go 

Otsego 

Putnam   

Queens 

KenMM«laer . . . 

Richmond 

Rockland 

St.  Lawrence. 

Saratoga 

Schenectady  . 
Schoharie  — 

Schuyler 

Seneca  

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins.... 

Ulster 

Wan-en 

Washington  . 

Wayne 

Westchester . 

Wyoming 

Yatss 


1891 


Valuation 


ToUl. 


$89,226,487 
14,306,862 
26.534.729 
17,613,593 
31,124,320 
26,063,499 
20,814.681 
16,791,107 

7,830,697 
26  260,143 
10,132.651 
12,872,600 
45.006,096 
182  018.116 
10,008,510 

7,872.985 
10,633,748 
21,036,043 
13,004.533 

1,173.492 

20,932,377 

•-^5,225,700 

437,417,661 

8,092,355 
25.226,739 
19,264.952 
108,028,895 
24,570,601 
1,735,264,972 
27,509,924 
52,444,044 
67,595,686 
29,224,997 
43,288.007 
14,494.980 
23,136,261 
20,951,890 

7,109,487 
49,224.157 
62,035,560 
13,149,002 
13,055.524 
25,773,344 
23,370,859 
13.103.797 
10,615,870 

7,005.626 
14,62.3,439 
25,717.173 
18..501,490 

5,2i:«,134 
11.863,532 
12,737,971 
25,522,467 

6,952,305 
18.443.744 
24,202.992 
89.840,932 
1.5,262,893 
11.564,4-25 


Amount 
of  tax 


$89,226  48 
14,306  86 
26,534  73 
17.'813  59 
31,124  32 
26,063  50 
20,814  68 
16.791  11 

7,^30  70 
26,269  14 
10,132  65 
12,872  60 
45,006  10 
182,918  12 
10,008  51 

7,872  99 
10,633  75 
21,036  04 
13,004  53 

1,173  49 
20,932  38 

25.225  70 
437.417  66 

8,d92  36 

25.226  74 
19,264  95 

108,028  90 
24,570  60 
1,735,264  97 
27,509  92 
5-J.444  04 
67.595  69 
29.225  00 
43,288  01 
14.494  98 
23.136  26 
20.951  89 

7.109  49 
49.224  16 
62,635  .'>6 
13,149  00 
13,055  52 
25,773  34 
23.370  80 
13,103  80 
10,615  87 

7,tK)r)  63 
14.623  44 
25.717  17 
18,501  49 

5.213  13 
11,863  53 
12.737  97 
25.522  47 

6,952  31 
18,443  74 
24.202  99 
89,840  93 
15,262  98 
11,.564  43 


1896 


Yaloation 


$3,779,303,746 


$8,779,393  75 


$85,666,769 
13.663,400 
29.889.660 
17.810.627 
29.800  079 
27,917,678 
22.563,232 
15,107.544 

6,599.411 
24,002.955 
10.106.000 
14.466,433 
44.240.443 
250.782,413 

9,010,717 

8.088.691 
11,381,327 
21.116.969 
12.397,620 

1.356.087 

19,633.626 

29,380,902 

541,509,429 

7,758,704 
24,756,634 
19.230,739 
132,971.332 
24,730,785 
2.026,435,023 
32,66(1,001 
51.579,434 
80,732,669 
27,534,827 
39,749.808 
14,637,105 
23  723.045 
20,357,710 

6,644.940 
75.009.104 
66,090,061 
26,841.601 
18,517,103 
22,781.424 
1.5,218,107 
10.496,060 

6,592,082 
14,518,717 
28,871.970 
26.833,441 
22.116.305 

5.260  941 
11,881.943 
13.097..'>66 
25.494,624 

6.843,226 
18.779.447 
23.763.550 
119,737,419 
14,513,491 
10,859.993 


$4,868,712,903 


Amount 
of  tax 


$79,670  10 
12,706  06 
27,797  29 
16,563  88 
27.714  07 
25,963  44 
20,983  81 
14,050  02 

6.137  45 
22.822  75 

9,396  58 

13.453  78 

41.143  61 

241,597  64 

8.379  97 

8,080  48 
10.584  68 
19.688  78 
11.529  79 

1.261  16 

18,259  27 

27,324  29 

508,603  77 

7,215  59 
23,023  67 
17,884  59 
123,663  34 
22,999  63 
1,884,584  57 
80,373  80 
47,968  87 
75.081  38 
25,607  39 
36,967  32 
13,612  51 
22,062  43 
18.932  67 

6.179  79 
69,758  47 

61.463  76 
24,962  69 
12.570  91 
26,850  98 
21.186  72 
14,152  84 

9.761  84 

6,130  64 
18.502  41 
24,955  10 
20.568  16 

4.892  68 
11,050  21 
12.180  74 
23.710  00 

6,364  20 

17.464  89 
22,100  10 

111.8.55  80 
13,497  55 
10,099  79 


$4,062,903  00 


Department  of  Pdblic  Ixsthuction 


TABLE  No.  2 
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TABLE  No.  7. 

Statement  of  the  investment  of  the  capital  of  the  school  fund 
at  the  close  of  the  Ascal  year  ending  September  30, 1896 : 

BondB  for  landa  sold $68,649  23 

BondB  for  loaxii 16,870  18 

Loans  of  1840 16,741  00 

Middletown  bonds 22,000  00 

Albany  city  and  oounty  bonds 160,000  00 

New  York  city  and  county  bonds 818,100  72 

Bank  stock 60,000  00 

city  of  LltUe  Falls  bonds 298,000  00 

ComptroUttr's  bonds 66,000  00 

Town  of  Wallklll,  Orange  county,  bonds 86.600  00 

Town  of  Sidney,  Delaware  county,  bonds 80,600  00 

Town  of  Volney,  Oswego  county,  bonds 16.000  00 

Town  of  Otsego  bonds 11,000  00 

Town  of  Cohocton  bonds 2,000  00 

Village  of  Salem  bonds 6.000  00 

Town  of  DeWitt  bonds 16.000  00 

Buffalo  city  bonds 200,000  00 

Brooklyn  city  bonds 200,000  00 

Erie  county  bonds 80,000  00 

Ulster  county  bonds 76,000  00 

North  Hempstead  town  bonds 80,000  00 

Union  Free  School  District  No.  10,  towns  of  White  Creek,  Cambridge  and 

Jackson,  bonds 22.000  00 

Mohawk- Tillage  bonds 8.000  00 

NorthTiUe  Tillage  bonds 82,000  00 

Clinton  Tillage,  Oneida  county,  bonds 44,000  00 

OlOTersTllle  city  bonds 8,000  00 

Troy  city  bonds 66,000  00 

Herkimer  Tillage  bonds 67,000  00 

Fort  Bdward  Tillage  bonds 97,000  00 

Glens  Falls  Tillage  bonds 142,000  00 

Andes  town  bonds 120,000  00 

Stamford  Tillage  bonds 12,000  00 

FayetteTille  Tillage  bonds 29,000  00 

Union  Free  School  District  No.  6.  DeWitt.  bonds 6.600  00 

Cohocton  Tillage  bonds 26.000  00 

Fairport  Tillage  bonds 48,000  00 

Niagara  Falls  city  bonds 100,000  00 

Cherry  Valley  town  bonds 89,000  00 

Delhi  town  bonds 207.000  00 

Hamden  town  bonds 81.000  00 

Ilion  Tillage  bonds 80,000  00 

Frankfort  Tillage  bonds 60.000  00 

Whitehall  Tillage  bonds 28.000  00 

Union  Free  School  District  No.  11.  towns  of  DeWitt,  Pompey  and  La  Fayette, 

bonds 6.000  00 

LowTiUe  Tillage  bonds 98,000  00 

Penn  Tan  Tillage  bonds 60.000  00 

DolgeTille  Tillage  bonds 60,000  00 

Camden  town  bonds 8,000  00 
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CortlandTUle  town  bonda 48,000  00 

Port  Edward  Union  School  District  coupon  bonds 8,000  00 

Union  Free  School  District  No.  8,  town  of  Pomfret,  Chautauqua  county, 

bonds  10,000  00 

Union  Free  School  District  No.  16,  town  of  BTans,  Brie  county,  bonds 4,000  00 

Rlchmondvllle  Tillage  bonds 88,000  00 

City  of  Jamestown,  Union  Free  School  District  bonds 80,000  00 

State  canal  Improvement  loan 600,000  00 

Town  of  Alfred,  Allegany  county,  bonds 8,000  00 

Village  of  Alfred,  Allegany  county,  bonds 8,600  00 

Village  of  Belmont,  Allegany  county,  bonds 28,000  00 

Village  of  GUbertsTllle,  Otsego  county,  bonds 14,000  00 

Village  of  Oowanda  bonds 18,000  00 

Village  of  MlddleTllle,  Herkimer  county,  bonds 10,000  00 

Village  of  Naples,  Ontario  county,  bonds 28,000  00 

Village  of  WllliamsTllle,  Erie  county,  bonds 14,000  00 

Money  in  the  treasury 85,070  84 

Total  14,448440  77 
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GENERAL  SCHOOL  STATISTICS 


1.  Comparative  Tables,  pp.  45-58 

2.  Statements  of   CIommon   Sohool   Fund,  Fbee   School   Fund, 

AND  of  State  School  Moneys  Received  and  Apportioned, 
pp.  58-65 

3.  Statistical  Charts,  between  pp.  66  and  67 


EXHIBIT   No.   2 


GENERAL  SCHOOL  STATISTICS 

Comparative  Tables,  Siatemenia  of  Common  School  Fundy  Free 
School  Fundy  and  of  State  School  Moneys  Received  and  Appor- 
tioned. 

SOHOOL    DiSTBIOTS 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  the  towns  of  the  State  on 
the  3l8t  of  July,  1896,  and  the  31st  of  July,  1896,  was: 

1895 11,089 

1896 11,047 

Decrease 42 

SCHOOLHOUSES 

The  number  of  schoolhonses,  with  their  classification  accord- 
ing to  the  materials  of  which  they  are  constructed,  was  as  follows 
at  the  close  of  the  years  1896  and  1896: 

1686  Log  Frame  Brick  Stone  Total 

Cities. 77  596  10  683 

Towns 33  9,995  579  295         11^02 

Totals 33         10,072  1,175  305         11,985 

1806 

Cities. 91  650  18  759 

Towns 25         10,012  930  301         11,268 

Totals 25         10,103  1,580  319         12,027 
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The  following  table  shows  a  steady  improvement  in  the  charac- 
ter of  school  buildings  in  respect  to  the  material  with  which  they 
were  constrncted,  during  the  period  from  1865  to  1896. 


Log 

1865 202 

1875 90 

1885 70 

1895 33 

1896 25 


Frame 

9,874 
10,004 
10,083 
10,072 
10,103 


Brick 
1,010 

1,255 
1,386 
1,575 
1,580 


stone 

532 
439 
373 
305 
319 


ToUls 

11,618 
11,788 
11,912 
11,985 
12,027 


Cost  and  Value  of  Scuoolhousbs  and  Sites 

The  amount  expended  during  the  last  eleven  years  for  school- 
houses,  outbuildings,  sites,  fences,  furniture  and  repairs,  is  as 
follows : 

Tean  Citiee  Towns  SUte 

1886 11,405,773  51  f  870,681  87  f  2,276,455  38 

1887 1,587,249  38  806,754  97  2,394,004  35 

1888 1,855,433  73  1,011,087  81  2,866,521  54 

1889 2,538,025  22  1,206,534  42  3,744,559  64 

1890 3,634,917  07  958,347  90  4,593,264  97 

LS91 2,707,165  70  998,798  41  3,705,964  11 

1892 2,669,918  80  1,255,272  30  3,925,191  10 

1893 2,688,966  92  1,372,126  06  4,061,092  98 

1894 2,916,950  21  1,222,345  66  4,139,295  87 

1895 3,493,724  50  1,365,410  96  4,859,135  46 

1896 4,410,055  81  1,417,280  44  5,827,336  25 


The  aggregate  value  of  schooihouses  and  sites  in 
each  successive  year  is  shown  to  be  as  follows: 

Citien  Towns 

1886 123,508,511  fl2,153,573 

1887 24,217,240  12,159,313 

1888 25,003,559  12,414,796 

1889 26,237,456  13,116,902 

1890 27,976,501  13,630,174 

1891 30,491,922  19,521,569 

1892 32,281,222  14,783,185 

1893 34,131,958  15,781,647 

1894 37,108,595  15,917,724 

1895 39,361,473  14,038,543 

1896 43,901,074  16,432,052 


1886  and  in 


Stole 

(35,662,084 
36,376,553 
37,418,355 
39,354,358 
41,606,735 
50,013,491 
47,064,407 
49,913,605 
53,026,319 
53,400,016 
60,333,126 
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The  average  value  of  scboolhouses  and  sites  in  the  towns,  in  the 
same  years,  was: 

1886 11,052  80 

1887 1,061  67 

1888 1,084  83 

1889 1,145  58 

1890 1,191  03 

1891 1,700  92 

1892 1,296  54 

1893 1,384  59 

1894 1,402  81 

1895 1,266  89 

1896 1,458  20 


The  average  value  of  schoolhonses  and  sites  in  the  cities  for 
1896,  was  $57,841.00. 

Children 

The.  whole  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  21 
years,  as  reported,  was: 


Citiei  Towns                  Stale 

1894 1,208,885  723,440  1,932,325 

1895 1,251,328  694,917  1,946,245 

1896  (5-18  years) 1,066,070  585,788  1,651,858 


Attendance 

The  whole  number  in  attendance,  in  each  of  the  last  ten  years, 
is  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Teara                                                                        Cities  Towns  State 

1887 479,923  557,889  1,037,812 

1888 481,909  551,360  1,033,269 

1889 488,203  545,610  1,033,813 

1890 501,449  540,711  1,042,160 

1891 513,066  540,978  1,054,044 

1892 538,660  534,433  1,073,093 

1893 550,634  532,594  1,083,228 

1894 589,363  535,635  1,124,998 

1895 616,613  541,730  1,158,343 

1896 653,698  522,376  1,176,074 
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The  whole  number  of  days  of  attendance,  for  each  of  the  last 
flye  years,  was  as  follows: 

Tears                                                       aties                        Towns  State 

1892 69,839,975          54,280,277  124,120,252 

1893 69,980,096          53,551,451  123,531,547 

1894 79,669,048          55,860,721  135,529,769 

1895 81,982,040          57,812,941  139,794,981 

1896 89,826,846          56,665,619  146,492,465 


The  following  statement  shows  the  average  daily  attendance  of 
pnpils: 

Tears  Cities  Towns  State 

1885 296,152  314,867  611,019 

1886 304,667  321,146  625,813 

1887 312,446  313,164  625,610 

1888 318,763  311,832  630,595 

1889 324,337  313,150  637,487 

1890 336,018  306,966  642,984 

1891 344,609  305,408  650,017 

1892 361,767  303,807  665,574 

1893 371,551  316,546  688,097 

1894 407,955  313,108  721,063 

189S 429,114  328,580  757,694 

1896 454,190  317,864  772,054 


The  average  time  each  pnpil  in  the  towns  attended  school  was 
twenty-one  and  three-fifths  weeks;  in  the  cities,  twenty-seven  and 
two-fifths  weeks. 

The  following  table  shows  for  each  commissioner  district  and 
city  of  the  State,  (1)  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  for  each 
qualified  teacher;  (2)  the  whole  number  of  children  attending 
school  any  portion  of  the  year  for  each  qualified  teacher;  (3)  the 
average  daily  attendance  per  teacher ;  (4)  the  percentage  of  daily 
attendance  based  on  total  enrollment;  (5)  cost  per  pupil  based 
on  average  daily  attendance. 
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School  Tbrms 

The  average  length  of  school  terms  in  the  cities  was  thirty-nine 
weeks;  in  the  whole  State,  thirty-five  weeks. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  length  of  time  the 
schools  were  in  session  in  the  towns  for  each  of  the  ten  years 
mentioned: 

1887 33.8 

1888 33.3 

1889 33.4 

1890 35.7 

1891 35.3 

1892 35.5 

1893 35.3 

1894 35.0 

1895 34.6 

1896 35.0 


Bboistration 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  several  common  schools, 
normal  schools,  Indian  schools,  and  private  schools  during  the 
year  was  as  follows: 

Common  schools 1,176,074 

Normal  schools 9,481 

Indian  schools 914 

Private  schools. 167,201 

Total 1,353,670 


Tbachbrs 
The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  common  schools 


was: 


1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


H.D 

Women 

Totall 

6,369 

26,623 

31,9^ 

6,292 

26,869 

32,161 

6,068 

27,408 

32,476 

6,096 

27,833 

32,929 

6,476 

30,148 

36,624 

6,421 

28,399 

33,820 
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The  number  reported  as  employed  at  the  same  time  for  the 
legal  term  of  school  in  each  of  the  last  five  years,  is  given  in  the 
following  table: 

Yean  Cities  Towns  State 

1892 9,515  15,369  24,884 

1893 9,812  15,602  25,414 

1894 10,264  15,632  25,896 

1895 10,924  15,766  26,689 

1896 11,962  15,982  27,944 


Tbaohbbs'  Liobnsbs 

The  following  statement  shows  by  whom  the  teachers  employed 
in  the  schools  were  licensed: 

Normal  Supt  liOeal 

MBS                                                      aehooU         Pub.los.  offlcen  Total 

Cities 997             567  10,966  12,530 

Towns 2,604             588  17,600  20,792 

Total 3,601          1,155  28,566  33,322 

ins 

Cities 1,128             589  11,726  13,443 

Towns 2,799             526  16,810  20,135 

Total 3,927           1,115  28,536  33,578 


Tbachbrs'  Waobs 
The  amount  expended  for  teachers'  wages  was: 

Tean  Cltioa                          Towns 

1886  . . .' 15,236,730  92  f3,865,537  85 

1887 5,415,202  91  3,891,222  97 

1888 5,683,855  67  3,992,236  26 

1889 5,727,541  69  4,077,062  31 

1890 6,129,229  54  4,292,942  44 

1891 6,564,365  94  4,448,620  49 

1892 7,048,412  82  4,572,653  91 

1893 7,146,693  05  4,736,401  89 

1894 7,264,613  25  4,788,404  01 

1895 8,010,135  15  4,898,699  53 

1896 8,674,683  16  4,944,544  8Si 


State 

19,102,268  77 

9,306,425  88 

9,676,091  93 

9,804,604  00 

10,422,171  98 

11,012,986  43 

11,621,066  73 

11,883,094  94 

12,053,017  26 

12,908,834  68 

13,619,227  98 
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The  average  annnal  salary  for  each  teacher,  calculated  from  the 
foregoing  statement,  was: 

Tear*                                                                            Cities               Towns  State 

1887 1687  12   f262  44  1^09  83 

1888  702  92   266  75  419  75 

1889 688  65   270  07  418  79 

1890  694  29    285  49  436  71 

1891 719  30   292  10  452  16 

1892  740  76    297  52  467  00 

1893 728  36    303  57  467  58 

1894 707  77   306  32  465  44 

1895  733  35   310  73  483  68 

1896 725  19    309  38  487  37 

The  average  weekly  wages  was: 

Tears                                                                             Cities                 Towns  State 

1887 |17  39          |7  76  »11  44 

1888 17  70            7  89  11  68 

1889 17  47            8  08  11  79 

1890 , ,       17  40            8  00  11  70 

1891 17  89            8  27  12  18 

1892 18  75            8  38  12  62 

1893 18  67            8  60  12  74 

1894 18  06            8  75  12  72 

1895 19  61            8  96  13  74 

1896 18  59            9  15  13  6B 

The  amount  apportioned  as  a  "  district  quota  "  was: 

1885 f44  94 

1886 66  12 

1887 76  08 

1888 74  56 

1889 73  40 

1890 72  12 

1891 100  00 


Previous  to  1891  the  "  district  quota  "  was  determined  by  divid- 
ing the  amount  apportioned  for  that  purpose  by  the  number  of 
dnly  qualified  teachers  employed  during  the  preceding  school  year 
for  the  legal  term  of  school.  By  an  amendment  to  the  Consoli- 
dated School  Act,  made  by  the  Legislature  of  1890,  the  "  district 
quota  "  was  made  the  fixed  sum  of  f  100,  which  is  the  amount 
apportioned  annually. 
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SUMMART 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  statistical  reports  for  the 
year  ending  July  31, 1896.  For  a  detailed  statement  by  counties, 
see  Table  No.  4,  in  Exhibit  No.  1 : 


Cities 


Namber  of  districts 

Naniber  of  teachers  employed  at  the  same 
time  for  160  days  or  more 

Number  of  children  between  5  nnd  18 
years  of  age 

NambtT  of  male  teachers  employed 

Naoiber  of  female  teachers  employed 

Number  of  children  attending  the  com- 
mon schools 

Average  daily  attendance 

Numl>er  of  visitations  by  school  commis- 
sioners   

Number  of  yolumes  in  district  libraries  .. 

Number  of  log  schoolhouses 

Number  of  frame  schoolhouses 

Number  of  brick  schoolhouses 

Number  of  stone  solioolhouscs 

Whole  number  of  schoolhouses 


753 

11,962 

1,066,070 

1,112 

12,377 

653,698 
459,190 


366,892 


91 
650 

18 
759 


11,047 

15,982 

585,788 

4,309 

16,022 

522,376 
317,864 

15,267 

632,004 

25 

10,012 

930 

301 

11,268 


State 


11,800 

27,944 

1,651,858 

5,421 

28,399 

1,176,074 
772,064 

15,267 

998,896 

25 

10,108 

1,580 

819 

12,127 


Statement  of  all  School  Moneys  Received  and  Apportioned 

The  State  school  moneys  for  the  ensuing  year  are  to  be  derived 

from  the  following  sources: 

From  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund |75,000  00 

From  the  Common  School  Fund 170,000  00 

From  the  State  school  tax 3,613,000  00 

Total 13,858,000  00 

The  apportionment  has  been  made  as  required  by  law,  and  is  as 

follows: 

For  salaries  of  school  commissioners |113,000  00 

For  supervision  in  cities  and  villages 87,500  00 

For  school  libraries 46,000  00 

For  State  teachers'  library 10,000  00 

For  contingent  fund 6,000  00 

For  Indian  schools 3,505  05 

For  aggregate  attendance  quotas 819,054  95 

For  district  quotas 2,773,940  00 

Total 13,858,000  00 
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By  deducting  from  the  totals,  under  the  head  of  payments,  the 
sums  remaining  on  hand  July  31, 1896,  it  appears  that  the  actual 
expense  of  maintaining  the  common  schools  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: 

In  the  cities |15,542,071  09 

In  the  towns 7,631,759  40 


Total 123,173,830  49 

Corresponding  total  for  1895. 20,950,614  12 


Increase 12,223,216  37 


Public   Moneys 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  Common  School  Fund  during  the  year,  August  1, 
1895,  to  July  31, 1896: 

Receipts 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands fl,729  62 

Interest  on  loan  of  1840 905  11 

Interest  on  money  in  treasury 10,167  23 

Interest  on  State  Comptroller's  bonds,  Nos.  56,  57, 

59,  60 973  26 

Interest  on  State  Comptroller's  certificate,  No.  1 825  00 

Interest  on  city  of  Jamestown  bonds 3,200  00 

Interest  on  town  of  Alfred  bonds 140  00 

Interest  on  Albany  county  bonds 5,850  00 

Interest  on  bond,  village  of  Middletowu 920  00 

Interest  on  bonds,  New  York  city 35,107  30 

Interest  on  bond,  city  of  Little  Falls 9,643  75 

Interest  on  bond,  town  of  Volney 612  50 

Dividends  on  stock  of  Manhattan  Company 4,000  00 

Rent  of  land 13  50 

Transfer  from  revenue  of   United  States  Deposit 

Fund 65,000  00 

Interest  on  bond,  town  of  Sidney 1,085  00 

Interest  on  bond,  town  of  Wallkill 1,365  00 

Interest  on  bond,  town  of  Otsego 402  50 

Interest  on  bond,  town  of  Cohocton 105  00 

Interest  on  bond,  village  of  Salem 245  00 

Interest  on  bonds,  towns  of  White  Creek,  Cambridge 

and  Jackson 770  00 

Interest  on  bonds,  town  of  North  Hempstead 1,200  00 
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nterest  on  bonds,  village  of  Mohawk f320  00 

nterest  on  bonds,  town  of  De  Witt 867  60 

nterest  on  bonds,  village  of  Northville 1,120  00 

nterest  on  Erie  county  bonds 1,440  00 

nterest  on  Buffalo  city  bonds 7,000  00 

nterest  on  Brooklyn  city  bonds 9,665  75 

nterest  on  Gloversville  city  bonds 455  00 

nterest  on  Troy  city  bonds 2,275  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Clinton  bonds 1,645  00 

nterest  on  Ulster  county  bonds 3,000  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Herkimer  bonds 1,995  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Fayetteville  bonds 1,015  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Andes  bonds 1,814  21 

nterest  on  village  of  Glens  Falls  bonds 4,970  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Fort  Edward  bonds 3,880  00 

Premium  on  sale  of  Brooklyn  city  bonds 5,375  00 

nterest  on  Niagara  Falls  city  bonds 4,000  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Cherry  Valley  bonds 472  50 

nterest  on  village  of  Stamford  bonds 420  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Fairport  bonds 1,720  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Lowville  bonds 3,350  98 

nterest  on  village  of  Frankfort  bonds 1,750  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Ilion  bonds 1,050  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Penn  Yan  bonds 2,100  00 

nterest  on  bonds,  towns  of  De  Witt,  Pompey  and 

LaFayette 227  50 

nterest  on  town  of  Hamden  bonds 2,905  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Evans  bonds 312  50 

nterest  on  town  of  Pomfret  bonds 316  44 

nterest  on  village  of  Middleville  bonds 408  34 

nterest  on  village  of  Naples  bonds 920  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Richmondville  bonds 978  38 

nterest  on  village  of  Williamsville  bonds 280  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Delhi  bonds 7,420  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Dolgeville  bonds 1,750  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Cortlandville  bonds 1,715  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Camden  bonds 315  00 

nterest  on  village  of  Whitehall  bonds 840  00 

nterest  on  town  of  Fort  Edward  school  bond 320  00 


1224,488  87 
Payments 


Deficiency  of  revenue  October  1, 1895. .      f  20,415  45 

Dividends  to  common  schools 235,000  00 

Indian  schools 6,096  63 
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Interest  accrned  on  purchase  of  the 

following  securities: 

State  canal  improvement  bonds |287  68 

State  Comptroller's  certificate,  No.  1 . .  683  85 

Village  of  Alfred  bonds 23  00 

Village  of  Gowanda  bonds 120  00 

Village  of  Naples  bonds 240  22 

Village  of  Williamsville  bonds 212  80 

Premiums  on  purchase  of  the  following 

securities: 

Village  of  Naples  bonds 1,628  40 

Village  of  Williamsville  bonds 531  00 

1265^9  03 


Deficiency  of  the  revenue  September  30, 1896. .      |40,750  16 


Freb  School  Fund. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  State  sdhool  tax  during  the  last  fiscal  year: 

Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  October  1, 1896 f370,524  19 

Interest  on  deposits 8^009  79 

State  tax 4,022,548  81 

Madison  county 100  00 

Kansas  Mutual  Life  Association 50  00 

Total 14,401,232  79 

Payments 

Apportionment  to  counties f3,491,351  38 

Supplemental  apportionment 5,818  17 

Albany  State  Normal  College 25,904  95 

Brockport  State  Normal  School 24,986  67 

Buffalo  State  Normal  School 19,998  06 

Cortland  State  Normal  School 24,272  84 

Fredonia  State  Normal  School 22,000  00 

Oeneseo  State  Normal  School 25,473  44 

New  Paltz  State  Normal  School 19,000  00 

Oneonta  State  Normal  School 24,000  00 

Oswego  State  Normal  School 24,184  00 

Plattsburgh  State  Normal  School 20,749  27 

Potsdam  State  Normal  School 23,580  46 


62  Department  of  I^ublk;  Instuuction 

iDdian  youths  at  noiinial  scIiuoIh fSlO  00 

Indian  schools 4,225  13 

Teachers'  institutes » 35,071  56 

Teachers'  training  classes 53,422  05 

Professional  training  of  teachers 11,408  11 

School  Commissioners'  salaries 113,386  10 

County  Treasurers'  fees 6,335  04 

Printing  and  binding  school  registers  and  trustees' 

reports 5,200  00 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History 15,828  08 

Uniform  examiners. 13,510  31 

Summer  institutes 5,817  87 

Balance  on  hand  October  1, 1895. 384,809  30 

Total 14,401,232  79 


The  total  exj^enditures  for  the  maintenance  of  our  public 

schools  in  each  year,  from  1850  to  the  present  time,  is  shown  in 

the  following  table: 

1850 11,607,684  85 

1851 1,884,826  15 

1852 2,249,814  03 

1853 2,469,248  52 

1854 2,666,609  36 

1855 2,544,587  62 

1856 2,323,049  98 

1857 3,792,948  79 

1858 •2,5(10,000  00 

1859 3,664,617  57 

1860 3,744,246  95 

1861 3,841,270  81 

1862 3,955,664  33 

1863 3,859,159  21 

1864 4,549,870  66 

1865 5,735,460  24 

1866 6,(J32,935  94 

1867 ' •  7,681,201  22 

1868 0,040,942  02 

1869 9,886,786  29 

1870 9,905,514  22 

1871 9,607,903  81 

1872 10,416,588  00 

1873 10,946,007  21 

1874 11,088,981  70 

•Ettimftted. 
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1875 111,459,353  43 

1876 11,439,038  78 

1877 10,976,234  45 

1878 10,626,505  69 

1879 10,348,918  08 

1880 10,296,977  26 

1881 10,808,802  40 

1882 11,183,027  42 

1883 11,858,594  09 

1884 11,834,911  52 

1885 13,466,367  97 

1886 13,284,986  64 

1887 13,760,669  57 

1888 14,980,841*  47 

1889 15,876,844  91 

1890 17,392,471  61 

1891 17,174,835  29 

1892 18,203,988  04 

1893 18,921,245  67 

1894 19,308,571  09 

1895 20,950,614  12 

1896 23,173,830  49 

Total 1455,925,549  47 


General  Expenditures  During  the  Year 

The  following  table  shows  the  entire  amount  expended  during 
the  year  for  the  maintenance  of  public  educational  interests 
directly  connected  with  this  department: 

For  the  school  year  ending  July  31, 1896: 

For  wages  to  common  school  teachers f  13,619,227  98 

For  buildings,  sites,  furniture,  repairs,  etc 5,827,336  25 

For  school  apparatus 635,721  87 

For  district  libraries 136,290  30 

For  other  expenses,  incident  to  the  support  of 

common  schools 2,953,595  49 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1896: 
For  normal  schools,  from  the  Free  Scliool  Fund 

.  for  support  and  maintenance 254,149  69 

For  normal  schools,  from  the  General  Fund  for 

additions,  improvements,  etc 126,851  53 

For  teachers'  training  classes 53,422  05 

For  compilation  of  statistics 265  00 
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Pop  State  school  library |9,970  16 

Por  snmmer  Institutes 5,817  87 

Pop  code 640  30 

Pop  ppofessional  training  of  teachers 11,498  11 

Pop  teachers'  institutes 35,071  56 

Pop  salaries  of  school  commissioners 113,386  10 

Pop  unifopm  examinations 13,510  31 

Pop  fees  of  county  treasureps 6,335  04 

Pop  Apbop  Day  expenses,  printing,  etc 1,000  00 

Pop  printing  and  binding  school  registers  and  trus- 
tees' PepJorts 5,200  00 

Pop  Depaptment  of  Public  Instruction 44,944  80 

Pop  American  Museum  of  Natural  History 15,828  08 

Pop  Indian  schools 10,736  96 

Pop  Indian  youths  at  nopmal  schools 810  00 

Pop  compulsopy  education 9,900  80 

Pop  pictorial  instpuction  in  histopy,  geogpaphy  and 

othep  subjects 22,543  79 

Pop  New  Yopk  Institution  f op  the  Blind 41,521  00 

Pop  institutions  fop  the  deaf  and  dumb,  seven  in 

number 210,149  09 


Total 124,165,724  34 


School  Distbict  Libbabies 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbep  of  volumes  pepopted 
annually  in  the  school  district  libraries  for  fopty-two  yeaps,  and 
the  amounts  annually  apppopriated  and  expended  for  such  libpa- 
pies  during  the  same  pepiod : 

Tears  No.  of  volumes  Appropriated  Expended 

1853 1,604,210  |55,000  00  f49,499  39 

1854 1,572,210  55,000  00  43,657  06 

1855 1,494,542  55,000  00  55,216  31 

1856 1,418,100  55,000  00  54,790  75 

1857 1,377,933  55,000  00  32,163  75 

1858 1,402,253  55,000  00  35,382  01 

1859 1,360,507  55,000  00  38,361  58 

1860 1,286,536  55,000  00  34,035  87 

1861 1,305,367  55,000  00  34,145  37 

1862 1,326,682  55,000  00  32,912  92 

1863 1,172,404  55,000  00  29,465  65 

1864 1,125,138  55,000  00  26,891  51 

1865 1,269,126  55,000  00  26,816  08 
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Y*"*™  No,  of  yolumes  Appropriated  Expendfd 

186C 1,181,811  155,000  00  127,500  18 

1867 1,112,011  55,000  00  24,439  25 

l«fi8 1,<;C4,830  55,000  00  26,632  52 

1869 1,026,130  55,000  00  16,897  85 

1870 986,697  55,000  i>0  30,651  82 

1871 928,316  55,000  00  63,505  38 

1872 874,183  55,000  00  26,059  50 

1873 856,555  55,000  00  27,203  79 

1874 831,554  55,000  00  33,013  26 

1875 809,141  55,000  00  33,225  90 

1876 804,802  50,000  00  20,762  32 

1877 765,546  50,000  00  31,125  71 

1878 751,534  50,000  00  28,555  58 

1879 755,380  50,000  00  32,071  12 

1880 735,653  50,000  00  30,398  51 

1881 707,154  50,000  00  35,499  22 

1882 705,634  50,000  00  35,805  75 

1883 701.675  50,000  00  37,799  66 

1884 701,437  50,000  00  39,107  95 

1885 722,876  50,000  00  41,369  74 

1886 734,506  50,000  00  40,509  25 

1887 737,716  50.000  00  39.722  45 

1888 762.388  50.000  00  44.854  70 

1889 785,564  50,000  00  49.742  28 

1890 787,972  50.000  00  49.890  05 

1891 829,153  50,000  00  52,159  35 

1892 825,915 .  55,000  00  61.820  20 

1893 814,150  55,000  00  94,351  31 

1894 799,096  55.000  00  118,181  69 

1895 959,089  55,000  00  132,939  76 

^•*'96 998.896  55,000  00  136.270  30 


'•'"*«' 12,340,000  00  11,975,354  42 


;) 


GRAPHIC   CHARTS 


CHART  SH0WIM6  AMOUNTS  £XPE.MDED   FOR  - 
SCHOOL  PURPOSES  FOR  YEAR  ENDIHS  ilULyai.lSSi; 


Circle 'Total  EXPENDITURES         tj>5,i73.830 
Sector  i  'Teacher^  wages  i3,«i9,227 

sector  i  =  schoolhouses.  sites,  etc.     6,'5  99,428 
seqorj  =  incidental  expenses         2,955v  1 75 


CHART    SH0W1N6   RATIO  Of"  AVERAfcC  ATTENDANCE 
AND.TOTAL  EMROLLMEMT  TO  SCHOOL  POPULATION 


CiRCLE=  School  population 

(SCHOCHAU  5Tor8^ 

Sectors  mno  2-ToTALEnpoaMtNT 

5EGT0R  I  =  AVERA6t  ATTENDANCE 
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EXHIBIT   No.   3 


DF.CISIONS  IN  APPEAL  CASES 


By  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  from 
December  18,  1895,  to  November  26,  1896 


NOTE 


Tbe  practice  of  publiihlog  the  more  important  declalons  of  the  Superintendent  In  con- 
tested matter!,  brought  before  him  on  appeal,  commenced  In  the  annual  report  of  1887,  is 
continued.  A  table  of  decisions,  maUe  since  December  18,  1895,  is  given;  but  only  such 
decisions  as  are  thought  to  be  of  general  interest  are  published  in  full.  All  decisions  are 
recorded  in  the  Department,  and  those  which  are  not  published  in  full  in  this  report  may 
be  examined  by  parties  who  desire  to  do  so. 


TABLE  OF  DECISIONS 


No.  4416|.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  A.  Chatfleld  v.  A.  H.  Qrefe  and  Wash- 
bum  Baxter,  Trustees,  School  District  No.  5,  Town  of  Marlborough,  Ulster 
County,  from  action  of  trustees  in  the  dismissal  of  the  appellant  as  teacher 
during  a  term  of  employment.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  January  7,  1896. 

No.  4417.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Ella  L.  Heath  v.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Corfu 
Union  School  District  No.  7,  of  th^  Towns  of  Peml)roke  and  Darlen,  Genesee 
County,  from  refusal  to  pay  the  appellant  for  services  as  teacher.  Appeal 
sustained.    Decided  January  7,  1896. 

No.  4418.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  Robinson  from  action  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Union-Free  School  District  No.  2,  Middletown  and  Southfleld, 
Richmond  County,  removing  him  as  treasurer  of  said  board.  Appeal  sus- 
tained.   Decided  January  16.  1896. 

No.  4410.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Peter  M.  Martin  and  others  ▼.  Erwin  Ever, 
Trustee  School  District  No.  7,  Town  of  Rush,  Monroe  County,  in  permitting 
the  use  of  the  schoolbouse  for  th*}  holding  of  religious  meetings  and  Sunday 
school  therein.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  January  16,  1896. 

No.  4420.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  Wllloe  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  held  on  August  6,  1895,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  8, 
Town  of  Castleton.  Richmond  County,  relative  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  January  29,  1896. 

No.  4491.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Charles  C.  Mathews  and  Curtis  Harding  from 
determination  and  order  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  Towns  of  Parish  and  West 
Monroe,  Oswego  County,  made  October  19,  1895,  In  the  equalization  of  assess- 
ment for  school  purposes  In  District  No.  7,  Towns  of  Parish  and  West  Mon- 
roe, Oswego  County.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  January  29,  1896. 

No.  4432.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Betsey  C.  Borden  v.  Board  of  Education  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  4,  Town  of  North  Collins,  Erie  County,  from 
the  assessment  and  taxation  for  school  purposes  of  the  personal  property  of 
the  appellant    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  January  29,  1896. 

No.  4423.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Walter  W.  Booth  for  the  removal  of  John  C. 
L.  Hamilton.  William  E.  Heady  and  William  H.  Storrs  as  Trustees  of  School 
District  No.  9,  Town  of  Oreenburgh.  Westchester  County,  for  violation  and 
neglect  of  duty.    Petition  dismissed.    Decided  February  13,  1896. 

No.  4424.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Charles  O.  Newton  and  Coleman  Hitchcock  v. 
Nathan  L.  Miller,  School  CommissioDer.  First  Commissioner  District  of 
Cortland  County,  from  order  altering  boundaries  of  school  districts.  Appeal 
dismissed  and  order  of  school  commissioner  confirmed. 

No.  4426.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Mina  Schoonmaker  v.  Frank  Wilklow,  Trustee, 
School  District  No.  5.  Town  of  Lloyd.  Ulster  County,  for  dismissal  of  appel- 
lant as  teacher  during  the  course  of  a  term  of  employment  without  suflElcient 
orase.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  March  3,  1896. 
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No.  4426.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Austin  S.  Donaldson  v.  Peter  H.  Scrlbner, 
Trustee,  School  district  No.  12,  Town  of  Catsklll,  Greene  County,  for  dis- 
missal of  appellant  as  teacher  during  the  course  of  a  term  of  employment. 
Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  March  8,  1896. 

No.  4497.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  George  W.  Wilson,  Trustee,  School  District 
No.  6,  Town  of  Lumberland,  Sullivan  County,  from  decision  of  local  board, 
in  the  matter  of  the  alteration  of  School  Districts  Nos.  1  and  6,  Town  of 
Lumberland,  Sullivan  County.  Appeal  dismissed  and  decision  of  local  board 
affirmed.    Decided  March  3,  1896. 

No.  4428.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Antolne  Frego  and  others  v.  Frederick  R. 
Smith,  School  Commissioner,  Third  Commissioner  District.  St.  Lawrence 
County,  from  order  dissolving  the  School  District,  No.  12,  Town  of  Massena. 
St.  Lawrence  County.  Appeal  dismissed  and  order  of  school  commissioner 
confirmed.    Decided  March  8, 1896. 

No.  4429.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Erwin  Weaver  and  Warren  R.  Robzel,  from 
action  and  proceedings  of  school  meetings  held  January  8,  1896,  In  School 
District  No.  7.  Town  of  Rush,  Monroe  County,  repealing  the  proceedings 
and  resolution  adopted  at  a  prior  special  meeting  relative  to  the  erection  of 
a  new  school  building.    Appeal  dismissed.   J)ecided  March  4,  1896. 

No.  4480.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  George  R.  Goodrich,  sole  Trustee,  School  Dis- 
trict No.  1,  Town  of  Red  House,  Cattaraugus  County,  v.  Martha  Van  Rens- 
selaer, School  Commissioner,  second  district  Cattaraugus  County,  from  oider 
altering  the  boundaries  of  District  No.  6.  and  consequent  alteration  of  School 
District  No.  1.  Appeal  sustained  and  order  of  school  commissioner  vacated. 
Decided  March  12.  1896. 

No.  4431.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  George  B.  Sweeting  from  proceedings  of  special 
meeting  held  on  July  13,  1896,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Towns  of 
Oppenheim  and  Manheim,  Counties  of  Fulton  and  Herkimer,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  the  Dolgeville  Academy.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided  March  14. 
1896. 

No.  4432.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Lewis  D.  Titch  ▼.  John  O.  Scudder,  Trustee, 
and  William  Middlemlst,  Collector.  School  District  No.  10,  Town  of  Andes. 
Delaware  County,  and  from  special  meeting  in  said  district  held  in  Decem- 
ber 21,  1895.  Appeal  from  action  of  the  trustee  in  the  employment  of  a 
teacher  for  the  school  maintained  in  dwelling-house  instead  of  schoolhouse, 
and  from  the  refusal  of  the  collector  to  perform  his  duty  in  the  collection  of 
the  tax,  and  from  the  proceedings  of  a  special  meeting  held  in  a  dwelling- 
bouse  instead  of  the  schoolhouse,  etc.,  etc.  Appeal  sustained.  Decided 
March  27,  1896. 

No.  4433.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Charles  W.  Dutcher  and  others  from  proceed- 
ings of  a  special  school  meeting  held  on  January  10,  1896.  In  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  10,  Town  of  East  Chester,  Westchester  County,  in  the 
designation  of  a  new  schoolhouse  site.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided  March 
27,1896. 

No.  4434.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  James  J.  Smith  v.  Franklin  D.  Moore  as  Trus- 
tee of  School  District  No.  8,  Town  of  Fallsburg,  Sullivan  County,  in  refusing 
to  pay  appellant  for  attendance  at  teachers'  institute.  Appeal  dismissed. 
Decided  March  27,  1896. 

No.  4435.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Z.  Twlchell,  School  Commissioner,  v. 
George  D.  Eldridge,  Trustee,  School  District  No.  1.  Bethel,  Sullivan  County, 
for  refusal  to  direct  the  supervisors  to  pay  an  account  due  the  district. 
Appeal  sustained.    Decided  April  2, 1896. 
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No.  4436.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Timothy  McDonnell  ▼.  John  Ryan*  Collector, 
School  DiBtrlct  No.  1,  Towns  of  La  Orange  and  Pleasant  Valley,  Dutchess 
County,  from  acts  of  the  collector.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  April  2, 1896. 

No.  4487.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  D.  A.  Stanton  and  others  from  proceedings  of 
special  meeting  held  on  January  18,  1896,  in  School  District  No.  7,  Town  of 
Bombay,  Franklin  County,  voting  to  divide  the  district  Appeal  sustained. 
Decided  April  2. 1896. 

0 

# 

No.  4488.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  D.  Stockwell  and  others  for  the  removal  from 
office  of  Henry  Haladay,  Trustee,  of  School  District  No.  6,  Town  of  Poland, 
Chautauqua  County,  for  violation  and  neglect  of  duty.  Petition  dismissed. 
Decided  April  2,  1896. 

No.  4430.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  H.  Piatt  v.  Thomas  W.  Holmes, 
Trustee,  School  District  No.  20.  Town  of  Colchester,  Delaware  County,  from 
tax-list  and  assessment    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  April  8,  1896. 

No.  4440.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Marcellus  T.  Merrell  v.  Ellas  Braisted  and 
Oeorge  Kerr,  as  trustees  of  School  District  No.  8,  Town  of  Northfleld,  Rich- 
mond County,  from  acts  of  the  respondents,  associate  trustees  with  the 
appellant    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  April  6,  1896. 

Ko.  4441.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Charles  H.  Simpkins  for  the  removal  from 
office  of  Harvey  S.  Hempstead  as  trustee  of  School  District  No.  3,  Town  of 
Coeymans,  Albany  County,  for  willful  violation  and  neglect  of  duty.  Petition 
sustained.    Decided  April  9,  1896. 

No.  4443.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  x>f  Barton  P.  Peter  and  others  from  proceedings 
of  school  meeting  held  on  October  25,  1895,  in  School  District  Na  2,  Town 
of  Williamson,  Wayne  County,  to  determine  whether  a  Union  Free  School 
should  be  established  therein.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  April  16,  1896. 

No.  4448.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Levi  M.  Strong  v.  The  Board  of  Education  of 
the  city  of  Schenectady,  County  of  Schenectady,  in  refusing  to  permit  a 
minor  son  of  the  appellant  to  attend  the  school  in  said  city  without  the  pay- 
ment of  tuition.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  April  16, 1896. 

No.  4444.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Oliver  Hopson  v.  Joseph  W.  Palmer,  Trustee, 
School  District  No.  8,  Town  of  Athens.  County  of  Qreene.  in  establishing  a 
branch  school  in  the  district    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  April  16,  1896. 

Ko.  4445.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  Penney  v.  Board  of  Education  of  Union 
Free  School,  District  No.  6,  Town  of  North  Oreenbush.  Rensselaer  County, 
from  the  refusal  of  the  respondents  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  district  upon  the 
application  of  certain  qualified  voters  of  the  district.  Appeal  sustained. 
Decided  AprU  18,  1896. 

No.  4446.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Rena  E.  Jackson  v.  John  0.  Scudder,  Trustee, 
School  District  No.  10.  Town  of  Andes.  Delaware  County,  in  refusing  to  pay 
teacher.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  May  1,  1896. 

Ko.  4447.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Juliette  Simmons  v.  Henry  Haladay,  Trustee, 
School  District  No.  6.  Town  of  Poland,  Chautauqua  County,  from  refusal  to 
pay  teacher.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  May  7, 1896. 

Ko*  4448.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Thomas  V.  Keating  for  the  removal  from  office 
of  Timothy  Loomis.  sole  Trustee  of  School  District  No.  1.  Town  of  Copake, 
Columbia  County,  for  willful  violation  and  neglect  of  duty.  Petition  dis- 
missed.   Decided  May  7,  1896. 
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No.  4440.  In  the  Matter  of  the  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of  Joint  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  8,  of  Vernon,  Oneida  County,  and  Lenox.  Madison  County,  and 
the  consequent  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of  Union  Free  School  District 
No.  25,  of  Lenox,  Madison  County.  Order  of  school  commissioner  modified, 
and  as  modified,  confirmed.    Decided  May  7,  1S96. 

No.  4450.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Joseph  S.  Mayer  v.  Cassius  H.  Barnes. 
Trustee,  School  District  No.  2.  Town  of  Scriba,  Oswego  County,  in  permit- 
ting the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  for  meeting  of  the  Ontario  Lodge  of  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Good  Templars.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  May  11,  1896. 

No.  4451.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Alexander  H.  de  Clercq  and  Charles  O.  Niles. 
as  Trustees  of  School  District  No.  7,  Town  of  Cazenovia,  Madison  County, 
from  decision  of  local  board  in  the  matter  of  the  alteration  of  School  Dis- 
trict No.  7  'and  Union  Free  School  District  No.  10.  Town  of  Cazenovia, 
Madison  County.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  May  18,  1896. 

No.  4459.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Board  of  Education  of  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  8,  Town  of  Lancaster,  Erie  County,  v.  Irving  D.  Eckerson, 
School  Commissioner,  First  Commissioner  District  of  Erie  County,  from 
refusal  to  consent  to  the  designation  of  an  additional  schoolhouse  site  for 
such  district.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  May  25.  1896. 

No.  4453.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Fisher.  William  Madden,  Michael  J. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Silk  and  Walter  F.  Jeffers  individually  and  as  trustees  of. 
and  composing  the  Board  of  Education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  of  East  Chester,  Westchester  County,  v.  Walter  S.  AUerton,  School 
Commissioner,  First  Commissioner  District,  Westchester  County,  and 
Charles  Dusenberry,  Jr.,  and  others,  v.  Walter  S.  Allerton,  School  Commis- 
sioner, etc.  (two  appeals  consolidated),  from  order  of  school  commissioner 
altering  or  dividing  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  and  forming  a  new 
school  district  from  certain  territory  taken  from  District  No.  1.  Appeals 
sustained.    Decided  June  8,  1896. 

No.  4454.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  G.  Bachman  v.  William  Thaxter,  sole 
Trustee,  Joint  District  No.  7,  Towns  of  Yates,  Orleans  County,  and  Somerset, 
Niagara  County,  in  dismissing  appellant  as  teacher  during  a  term  of 
employment  without  sufficient  cause.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided  June  8, 
1896. 

No.  4455.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Louis  Potter  v.  John  Q.  Pavek,  Edward  T. 
Clonan  and  Noah  Brooks,  Trustees,  School  District  No.  4,  Town  of  High- 
lands, Orange  County,  in  appointing  one  John  Wyant  collector  of  the  district 
Appeal  sustained.    Decided  June  8.  1896. 

No.  4450.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  A.  Haviland.  sole  Trustee  of  School 
District  No.  3,  Town  of  Harrison,  Westchester  County,  v.  Walter  S.  Allerton 
and  Farrlngton  S.  Thompson.  Commissioners  of  First  and  Second  Commis- 
sioner Districts,  Westchester  county,  from  order  creating  a  new  school  dis- 
trict to  be  designated  as  Joint  District  No.  6.  in  the  Towns  of  Rye  and  Harri- 
son, and  to  be  composed  of  territory  taken  from  School  Districts  Nos.  1 
and  2  in  Rye  and  Nos.  3  and  4  In  Harrison.  Appeal  dismissed  and  order 
confirmed.    Decided  June  19,  1896. 

No.  4457.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  John  Folts,  Trustee  of  School  District  No.  5, 
Town  of  Naples,  Ontario  County,  for  the  annulment  of  the  certificate  of  the 
second  grade  to  teach,  bearing  date  September  27.  1895.  issued  by  Hiiam  C. 
Case.  School  Commissioner.  Second  Commissioner  District  of  Ontario 
County,  to  Nora  E.  Blanchard.  Petition  sustained  and  application  of  peti- 
tioner granted.    Decided  June  16,  1896. 
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No.  4458.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Myron  H.  Davis  and  Fannie  B.  Paige  r. 
Chauncey  Brainard,  School  Commissioner,  Second  Commissioner  District, 
Monroe  County,  from  refusal  of  commissioner  to  alter  the  boundaries  of 
School  District  No.  5,  and  the  consequent  alteration  of  School  District  No.  7, 
Towns  of  Riga  and  Chill,  Monroe  County.  Appeal  sustained  and  refusal  of 
eommlssloner  overruled.    Decided  June  20,  1896. 

No.  4459.  In  the  Matter  of  the  appeal  of  Mary  D.  Hoxle  v.  William  L.  Kays,  Trustee, 
School  District  No.  12,  Town  of  Minerva,  Essex  County,  for  dismissing 
appellant  as  teacher.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  June  20,  1896. 

No.  4460.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Franklin  D.  Morgan  and  another  v.  Board  of 
Education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  4,  Town  of  Wlnfleld,  Herkimer 
County,  from  refusal  to  admit  child  into  the  school  of  the  district  without 
payment  of  tuition.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  June  24,  1896. 

No.  4461.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  Bache  and  others  v.  Board  of  Educa- 
tion Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  Town  of  DeWltt,  Onondaga  County, 
In  refusing  to  entertain  and  investigate  pharges  against  the  principal  of  the 
school.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  June  24,  1896. 

No.  4462.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Richard  Socia'and  others  for  the  removal  of 
Frank  Debien,  Trustee  of  School  District  No.  2,  Town  of  Waverly,  Franklin 
County.    Petition  dismissed.    Decided  June  24,  1896. 

No.  4463.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  George  A.  Mlddlebrook  and  others  for  the 
removal  from  office  of  Charles  M.  Vail  and  George  H.  Janneman  as  trustees 
of  Port  Richmond  Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  of  Port  Richmond. 
Staten  Island.  Richmond  County.    Petition  sustained.    Decided  July  8,  1896. 

No.  4464.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Marshall  Dales  et  al.  from  the  proceedings 
of  a  district  meeting  held  in  School  District  No.  16,  Town  of  Roxbury,  Dela- 
ware County,  to  determine  whether  a  Union  Free  School  should  be  estab- 
lished.   Appeal  sustained.    Decided  September  5,  1896. 

No.  4465.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  C.  Runkle  and  Howard  L.  Waldo  from 
proceedings  of  annual  school  meeting  held  August  4.  1896.  in  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  3,  Town  of  Castleton,  Richmond  County.  Appeal  sus- 
tained except  from  the  election  of  clerk  of  the  district  Decided  September 
14.  1896. 

No.  4466.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  M.  N.  Rowe,  sole  Trustee,  School  District 
No.  1,  Town  of  Schodack,  Rensselaer  County  v.  Roswell  Hamilton,  former 
trustee  of  the  district  In  contracting  for  a  teacher.  Appeal  dismissed. 
Decided  September  14, 1896. 

No.  4467.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  J.  P.  Swarthout  v.  Joshua  Mead,  Trustee. 
School  District  No.  1,  Town  of  Torrey.  Yates  County,  from  tax-list  and 
assessment.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  September  14,  1896. 

No.  4468.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Monroe  Heald  and  Erastus  Heald  v.  Calvin 
Pratt,  School  District  No.  4«  Town  of  Keene,  Essex  County,  in  refusing  to 
establish  branch  school.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  September  16,  1896. 

No.  4460.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Byron  Crlstman  and  others  v.  John  H.  Wein- 
mann.  School  Commissioner,  Montgomery  County,  from  order  dissolving 
school  district.  Appeal  sustained,  and  order  vacated.  Decided  September 
21,1896. 

No.  4470.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  H.  H.  Howlett  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  School 
District  No.  1.  Town  of  Dayton,  Cattaraugus  County,  v.  Emmet  Blair  and 
Henry  Allen,  In  their  action  as  former  trustees  In  the  employment  of  teacb- 
en.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  September  23,  1896, 
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No.  4471.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Edward  P.  M.  Lynch  from  proceeding!  of 
annual  school  meeting,  held  August  4,  1896,  In  District  No.  8,  Town  of 
Minerva,  Essex  County.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  September  2S,  18M. 

No.  4478.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Edwin  D.  Fisher  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  hold  on  August  4,  1896,  In  School  District  No.  6,  Oreenyllle, 
Greene  County,  f.om  the  election  of  officers,  etc.  Appeal  sustained.  Decided 
September  23.  1896. 

No.  4478.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  B.  Cole  from  proceedings  of  school 
meetings  held  August  4  and  15,  1896.  In  District  No.  15,  Town  of  Diana, 
Lewis  County.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  September  23,  1896. 

No.  4474.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Loren  Talntor  and  others  from  proceedings  of 
annual  school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  In  District  No.  14,  Town  of  Diana. 
Lewis  County.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  September  23,  1896. 

No.  4475.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Oscar  Snyder  and  others  v.  Smith  Q.  Slaughter 
as  Trustees  of  School  District  No.  10,  Town  of  Dryden,  Tompkins  County, 
from  the  election  of  district  officers.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided  September 
28,  1896. 

No.  4476.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Wemple  and  Benjamin  Snyder,  two  of 

the  trustees  of  School  District  No.  6,  Town  of  Bethlehem,  Albany  County, 

▼.  Hugh  J.  Alexander  and  James  H.  Alexander,  as  trustees  of  the  district 

in  the  employment  of  a  teacher.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  September  25. 

1896. 

No.  4477.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Irwin  Comfort  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  in  School  District  No.  10,  town  of  Craw- 
ford. Orange  County,  in  the  election  of  a  trustee.  Appeal  sustained. 
Decided  September  26.  1896. 

No.  4478.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Truman  H.  Cox  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  held  on  August  4.  1896.  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  of  Lee.  Oneida  County.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided  September  25. 
1896. 

No.  4479.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  James  S.  Patterson  and  others  from  proceed- 
ings of  annual  school  meeting  held  August  4«  1896.  In  School  District  No.  4, 
town  of  Stuyvesant,  Columbia  County,  from  the  election  of  district  officers. 
Appeal  sustained.    Decided  September  29,  1896. 

No.  4480.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  O.  Dean,  sole  Trustee  of  School  Dis- 
trict No.  20,  Town  of  Hector,  Schuyler  County,  from  action  of  local  board 
affirming  preliminary  order,  altering  School  Districts  Nos.  20  and  24  and 
from  confirmatory  order.  Appeal  dismissed,  and  orders  confirmed.  Decided 
September  29.  1896. 

No.  4481.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  J.  Dwyer  and  others  ▼.  Lincoln  A. 
Parkburst,  School  Commissioner,  Second  Commissioner  District.  Madison 
County,  dissolving  School  District  No.  12,  Town  of  Sullivan;  No.  18.  Town  of 
Fenner,  and  No.  4,  Town  of  Lincoln,  County  of  Madison.  Appeal  dismissed 
and  order  confirmed.    Decided  October  6,  1S96. 

No.  4488.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Oliver  Hopson  and  Robert  N.  Fullager  from 
proceedings  of  special  meetings  held  on  May  9  and  16,  1896,  in  School  District 
No.  8,  Town  of  Athens,  Greene  County,  relative  to  designation  of  school- 
house  site.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  October  9,  1896. 

No.  4488.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Adam  M.  Folts  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896.  in  District  No.  5,  Town  of  Herkimer, 
Herkimer  County,  in  the  election  of  a  trustee.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided 
October  13,  1896. 
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No.  4484.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Mink  from  proceedlnss  of  annual  achool 
meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  In  District  No.  17,  Hartland,  Niagara  County, 
relating  to  the  election  of  trustee.  Appeal  sustained.  Decided  October  12, 
18M. 

No.  4485.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  David  Ross  from  proceedings  of  annual  school 
meeting  held  August  4.  1896,  in  Joint  School  District  No.  18,  Towns  of 
Cheater,  Johnsburgh  and  Thurman,  Warren  County,  from  the  election  of  dis- 
trict officers.  Appeal  sustained  as  to  election  of  clerk  and  collector  and  dis- 
missed as  to  all  other  matters.    Decided  October  12,  1896. 

No.  4486.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Joseph  I.  Finch  from  decisions  of  annual  school 
meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  in  District  No.  13,  Town  of  Stephentown,  Rens- 
selaer County,  from  the  election  of  trustee.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided 
October  12,  1896. 

No.  4487.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Archibald  Fulton  and  Frederick  W.  Hulsebus 
from  proceedings  of  annual  school  meeting,  held  August  4,  1896,  in  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  6,  Town  of  Northfleld,  Richmond  County,  in  voting 
taxes,  increasing  number  of  members  of  board  of  education  and  in  election 
of  members  of  board.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  October  14,  1896. 

No.  4488.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Eugene  0.  Putnam  v.  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  Port  Richmond.  Richmond  County,  in 
refusing  to  recognize  the  appellant  as  qualified  to  teach  the  school  in  the 
district  or  to  permit  him  to  perform  on  his  part  a  contract  entered  into  on 
June  8,  1896,  to  teach  the  school  in  the  district.  Appeal  sustained.  Decided 
October  14,  1896. 

No.  4489.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  George  Sheridan,  Jr.,  for  the  removal  of 
Charles  H.  Ingalls  as  Trustee  of  Union  Free  School  District  Na  6,  Town  of 
Northfleld,  Richmond  County.    Petition  dismissed.    Decided  October  14,  1896. 

No.  4490.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Joseph  Mosber  and  others  from  proceedings  of 
annual  school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896.  in  District  No.  7,  Town  of  War- 
rensburg,  Warren  County,  in  the  election  of  trustee,  district  clerk  and  dis- 
trict collector.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  October  19,  1896. 

No.  4401.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Alexander  McNeilly,  Trustee,  School  District 
No.  18.  Town  of  Davenport,  Delaware  County,  v.  Maud  Masters  for  leave  to 
dismiss  respondent  as  teacher.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  October  19,  1896. 

No.  4492.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Amy  Cross  v.  George  F.  Crandall,  Tnistee  of 
School  District  No.  3.  Town  of  Cameron.  Steuben  County,  in  refusing  to  pay 
appellant  sum  claimed  to  be  due  her  as  teacher  in  the  district.  Appeal  sus- 
tained.   Decided  October  23,  1896. 

No.  4493.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Henry  F.  Oallinger,  Trustee,  School  District 
Na  9,  Town  of  Massena.  St.  Lawrence  County,  v.  B.  N.  Bamhart,  in  pre- 
venting appellants  from  performing  the  duties  of  trustees  of  the  district. 
Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  October  23,  1896. 

No.  4494.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Michael  Smith  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  in  District  No.  4,  Town  of  East  Spring- 
field, County  of  Ontario,  in  the  election  of  district  officers.  Appeal  sus- 
Uined.    Decided  October  23.  1896. 

No.  4496.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  D.  I.  Clements  and  others  from  proceedings 
of  annual  school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  in  School  District  No.  7, 
Town  of  Albion,  Oswego  County,  and  from  the  election  of  district  officers. 
App«a  raatalned.    Decided  October  23,  1896. 
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No.  4496.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Edward  Shay  and  Christopher  Rlnebeck  ▼. 
Charles  May.  Trustee,  School  District  No.  24,  Town  of  Hancock,  Delaware 
County,  for  re-fusing  to  establish  branch  school  In  the  district.  Appeal 
sustained.    Decided  October  23,  1896. 

No.  4497.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  W.  D.  Griflln  v.  Henry  L.  Lounsbury  and 
Samuel  D.  Peterson,  Trustees  of  School  District  No.  17,  Town  of  Cortlandt, 
Westchester  County,  In  refusing  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  district  on 
application  of  certain  of  the  voters  of  the  district.  Appeal  sustained. 
Decided  October  23,  1896. 

No.  4408.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Cyrus  Cudney  ▼.  Michael  McDermott  as 
Trustee  of  School  District  No.  4,  Town  of  Olive,  Ulster  County,  on  the 
ground  that  McDermott  is  not  eligible  to  hold  the  office,  not  being  a  cltisen 
of  the  United  States.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  October  23.  1896. 

No.  4409.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  R.  H.  Palmer  and  others  v.  Oscar  H.  Farrlng- 
ton  and  James  S.  Sloan.  Trustees,  School  District  No.  9.  Town  of  Mont- 
gomery. Orange  County.  In  refusing  to  contract  with  the  Walden  High 
School  to  teach  the  children  in  District  No.  9.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided 
October  25.  1896. 

No.  4ft00.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Mrs.  Lewis  Holcomb  and  others  from  proceed- 
ings of  school  meeting  held  on  August  4, 1896.  in  District  No.  5,  town  of  Dres- 
den. Washington  County,  in  the  election  of  district  officers.  Appeal  dis- 
missed.   Decided  October  31,  1896. 

No.  4A01.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Robert  Armstrong  from  proceedings  of  annual 
meeting  held  August  4.  1896,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  7,  Town  of 
Williamstown.  Oswego  County,  relative  to  the  annual  report  of  trustees. 
Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  October  81,  1896. 

No.  4A03.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Alanson  W.  Pratt  v.  Richard  M.  Cheetham  and 
others,  as  Trustees  of  Williamson  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2,  Town  of 
Williamson,  Wayne  County,  in  the  assessment  of  appellant  for  personal 
property  in  said  district.    Appeal  sustained.    Decided  October  31,  1896. 

No.  4503.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Christian  Stephan  from  proceedings  of  annual 
and  special  school  meetings  held  August  4  and  13.  1896.  in  District  No.  3, 
Town  of  Lancaster.  Erie  County,  in  the  election  of  a  trustee.  Appeal  dis- 
missed.   Decided  October  31,  1896. 

No.  4ff04.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  H.  Madlgan,  Thomas  S.  Ryan  and 
Nicholas  J.  Mahony  from  proceedings  of  annual  school  meeting  held  on 
August  4.  1896,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  10.  Towns  of  Halfmoon 
and  Stillwater,  Saratoga  County:  and  from  district  election  held  August  6. 
1896.  relative  to  the  election  of  trustees  and  clerk  of  the  district  Appeal 
sustained  as  to  that  part  taken  from  the  election  of  trustees  and  clerk,  and 
dismissed  as  to  all  other  matters.    Decided  October  31,  1896. 

No.  4505.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Manly  S.  Dodge  for  the  removal  from  office  of 
Jerome  L.  Westbrook  as  Trustee  of  School  District  No.  8,  Town  of  Van 
Etten.  Chemung  County,  for  willful  violation  and  neglect  of  duty.  Petition 
sustained.    Decided  October  31.  1596. 

No.  4506.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Charles  B.  Holloway  v.  Board  of  Education  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town  of  Hounsfleld,  Jefferson  County,  in 
refusing  to  permit  granddaughter  of  appellant  to  attend  school  without  pay- 
ment of  tuition.     Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  October  81, 1896. 


Tablb  of  Decisions  77 

No.  4507.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Harvey  D.  Tltcb  from  proceedings  of  annual 
school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  in  District  No.  10,  Town  of  Andes,  Dela- 
ware County,  in  voting  taxes  to  pay  expenses  incurred  in  divers  appeals. 
Appeal  sustained  as  to  so  much  as  is  taken  from  the  item  of  t^  allowed  at 
the  meeting.    Dismissed  as  to  all  other  matters.    Decided  November  7,  1S96. 

No.  4508.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Harvey  D.  Titch  from  tax-list  and  warrant 
Issued  by  B.  F.  Scudder,  as  Trustee  of  School  District  No.  10,  Town  of 
Andes,  Delaware  County,  to  Hiram  Keator.  collector  of  said  district  Appeal 
■ustained  as  to  an  item  of  $30  in  tax- list    Decided  November  7,  1896. 

No.  4609.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Joseph  A.  Costello,  William  Powers  and  Dr. 
Jacob  J.  Wolf,  from  proceedings  of  annual  school  meeting,  held  August  6, 
1896,  in  District  No.  3,  City  of  Kingston.  Ulster  County,  in  the  election  of  a 
trustee,  clerk  and  collector  of  the  district.  Appeal  dismissed.  Decided 
November  7,  1896. 

No.  4510.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Kreutz,  Edward  Engelsklrcher  and 
Michael  Farrell  v.  Christopher  H.  Stark,  George  W.  Flood,  C.  Herbert 
Brown,  Edward  W.  Hopkins,  Daniel  F.  Meskill  and  Robert  Altsheimer;  and 
from  proceedings  of  an  alleged  annual  school  meeting  held  August  4,  1896. 
In  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2,  Town  of  Highlands.  Orange  County,  in 
the  election  of  one  Nelson  as  clerk  of  the  district.  In  voting  taxes  and  from 
certain  decisions  of  the  board  in  appointing  Nelson  as  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict and  as  treasurer  and  collector  of  the  district.  Appeal  sustained  as  to 
that  part  taken  from  the  appointment  by  the  board  of  education  of  Nelson, 
district  clerk,  as  treasurer  and  collector  of  the  district,  and  the  delivery  to 
Nelson,  as  collector  of  the  tax-list  and  warrant  issued  by  the  board,  and  as 
to  all  other  matters,  the  appeal  is  dismissed.    Decided  November  12,  1896. 

No.  4511.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  W.  Cheesebrough  and  others  from  pro- 
ceedings of  special  meeting  held  September  7,  1896,  In  District  No.  6,  Town  of 
DeWltt,  Onondaga  County,  in  voting  to  change  the  schooihouse  site.  Appeal 
dismissed.    Decided  November  12.  1896. 

No.  4512.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  James  S.  Van  Ettcn  and  George  H.  Sheldon  v. 
Jonas  Stein,  Miler  Decker  and  George  P.  Smith.  Trustees  of  School  District 
No.  8,  Town  of  Rochester,  Ulster  County,  in  the  employment  of  one  Tessa 
Decker  as  teacher  in  the  District,  she  being  related  by  blood  or  marriage 
to  one  or  more  of  the  trustees.  Appeal  sustained.  Decided  November  12. 
1896. 

No.  4613.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Meretta  Hartte  and  Patrick  Wrape  v.  J.  F. 
La  Rue,  School  Commissioner,  Second  Commissioner  District  of  Jefferson 
County,  and  Lewis  A.  Twining,  School  Commissioner.  Second  Commissioner 
District,  Lewis  County,  in  the  dissolution  of  Joint  School  District  No.  17, 
Town  of  Wilna,  JefTerson  County,  and  Town  of  Croghan,  Lewis  County. 
Appeal  dismissed  and  order  of  commissioners  confirmed.  Decided  Novem- 
ber 12.  1896. 

No.  4514.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  H.  Tindale  v.  S.  S.  Allen,  School  Com- 
missioner, First  Commissioner  District  of  Clinton  County,  and  Frank  B. 
Wlckes,  School  Commissioner  of  First  Commissioner  District  of  Essex 
County,  in  the  dissolution  of  Joint  School  District  No.  4,  Town  of  Ausable. 
Clinton  County,  and  town  of  Jay,  Essex  County.  Appeal  dismissed  and 
order  of  dissolution  confirmed.    Decided  November  14.  1896. 

No.  4515.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  George  Monty.  Trustee,  School  District  No.  7, 
Town  of  Chazy,  Clinton  County,  v.  Fred  E.  Duffy,  School  Commissioner, 
Second  District  Clinton  County,  dissolving  School  District  No.  7,  Chazy, 
Clinton  County.  Appeal  dismissed  and  order  of  dissolution  confirmed. 
Dtdded  November  16.  1896. 
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No.  4510.  In  the  Matter  of  thp  Appeal  of  Fayette  B.  Durant  and  others  ▼.  Board  of 
Education  of  West  Troy  School  District,  in  leasing  for  school  purposes  rooms 
in  a  building  known  as  "  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School,"  the  property  of 
St.  Bridget's  Roman  Catholic  Church  during  school  hours  only,  and  in 
employing  as  teachers  six  persons  of  the  class  known  as  '*  Sisters  "  residing 
in  St.  Joseph's  Convent  and  permitting  them  to  dress  in  the  public  school- 
room during  school  hours  in  a  garb  peculiar  to  their  religious  sect  or  order. 
Appeal  sustained.    Decided  November  25.  1896. 

No.  4617.  In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  William  H.  E.  Jay  and  others  from  proceed- 
ings of  a  school  meeting  held  on  September  19,  1896,  in  School  District  No. 
14,  Town  of  Hempstead,  Queens  County,  to  determine  whether  a  union  free 
school  should  be  established  in  the  district.  Appeal  sustained.  Decided 
November  25,  1896. 

No.  4518.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Albert  Rockefeller  from  tax-list  and  warrant 
issued  by  Charles  Plester,  Trustee.  School  DIs  rict  No.  7,  Town  of  Oallatin. 
Columbia  County.    Appeal  dismissed.    Decided  November  25,  1896. 

No.  4510.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  George  Sheridan.  Jr.,  and  another,  from  pro- 
ceedings of  adjourned  special  meeting  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  3, 
Town  of  Castleton.  Richmond  County,  held  September  30,  1896.  Appeal  dis- 
missed.   Decided  November  25,  1896. 

No.  4590.  In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  George  W.  Earl,  individually,  and  as  Trustee  of 
School  District  No.  10.  Town  of  Lyonsdule.  v.  Charles  D.  Hill,  School  Com- 
missioner, First  Commissioner  District  of  Lewis  County,  from  order  dis- 
solving the  dlKtrict  and  annexing  its  territory  to  adjoining  districts.  Appeal 
dismissed  and  order  of  commissioner  confirmed.    Decided  November  25.  1896. 
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No.  4418 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  Robinson  from  Action 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2, 
Middletown  and  Southfield,  Richmond  County,  removing  him 
as  Treasurer  of  said  Board. 

In  every  union  free  school  dlBtxict  other  than  such  whose  limits  correspond  with  those 
of  an  Incorporated  village  or  city,  the  board  of  education  has  the  legal  authority  to 
appoint  one  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  such  district  treasurer  and  fix  his  compensa- 
tion. Such  treasurer  shall  hold  such  appointment  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board; 
there  is  no  provision  of  taw  prohibiting  such  board,  at  the  time  of  making  such 
appointment,  from  exercising,  expressing  and  defining  its  pleasure  as  to  the  term  or 
time  such  appointee  shall  hold  such  office.  Where  a  board,  at  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  tressurer,  fixes  the  term  of  the  appointment  for  "  the  ensuing  year/'  it 
thereby  exercised  and  voiced  its  pleasure  that  the  appointee  should  hold  for  the  ensuing 
year,  or  balance  of  the  then  school  year,  and  by  such  action  the  board  was  estopped 
from  removing  the  appointee  except  for  some  cause  other  than  that  of  the  will  or 
desire  of  the  majority  of  the  board. 
(Decided  January  16,  18M.) 

John  Widdecombe,  attorney  for  respondents. 

At  a  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  board  of  education  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  2,  Middletown  and  Southfield^ 
Richmond  county,  which  board  consists  of  nine  members,  held  on 
September  3,  1895,  all  the  members  of  said  board  being  present 
except  Felix  O'Hanlon,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  seven  for  and  one  against  said  resolution,  viz.,  *'  Resolved, 
that  Mr.  William  Robinson  be  appointed  treasurer  for  the  ensu- 
ing year; "  that  at  a  subsequent  regular  monthly  or  adjourned 
meeting  of  said  board,  a  quorum  being  present,  the  minutes  of 
said  meeting  of  September  3,  1895,  of  which  minutes  the  resolu- 
tion above  quoted  formed  a  part  were  read  and  a}>proved;  that 
said  board  did  not  fix  the  amount  of  the  bond  to  be  given  by  him 
or  give  him  written  notice  of  his  appointment  as  treasurer;  but 
said  Robinson,  as  such  treasurer,  filed  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  {30^000, 
with  sureties,  with  said  board,  and  at  a  meeting  of  said  board, 
held  subsequent  to  September  3, 1895,  said  bond  was  approved  by 
said  board  as  to  the  form  and  suflBciency  thereof,  and  was  accepted 
by  said  board,  and  the  president  of  said  board  was  authorized  to 
indorse  the  approval  of  said  board  upon  said  bond,  and  the  said 
bond  was  ordered  filed  as  required  by  law.  That  at  an  adjourned 
monthly  meeting  of  said  board,  held  on  November  19,  1895,  a 
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resolution  was  adopted  bj  a  vote  of  five  in  favor  and  four  against, 
dispensing  with  the  services  of  said  Kobinson  as  such  treasurer 
from  and  after  December  1,  1895,  and  that  Mrs.  Anna  W.  Lowes 
was  appointed  treasurer  of  said  board  in  place  of  said  Robinson 
by  a  vote  of  five  in  favor  to  four  against  such  appointment;  that 
a  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  said  board  fixing  the 
bond  of  Mrs.  Lowes  as  such  treasurer  at  $20,000,  and  ordering 
said  Robinson  to  turn  over  all  books,  papers  and  money  b(^longing 
to  said  district  to  the  newly-elected  treasurer;  that  a  resolution 
was  also  adopted  at  said  meeting  that  the  action  of  (he  board,  in 
removing  said  Robinson,  was  to  be  no  refiection  upon  his  char- 
acter, nor  upon  the  faithful  diligence  with  which  he  perfoi-med 
the  duties  of  his  office;  that  at  a  meeting  of  said  board,  held  on 
November  27,  1895,  it  appearing  that  December  1,  1805,  would  be 
Sunday,  said  board  rescinded  said  resolutions  adopted  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  1895,  dispensing  with  the  services  of  said  Robinson  as 
treasurer  from  and  after  December  1,  1895,  and  ap])oin(ing  Mrs. 
Lowes  as  treasurer,  and  then  by  a  vote  of  iiva  against  four  adopted 
resolutions  dispensing  with  the  services  of  said  Robinson  as  treas- 
urer, from  and  after  December  8,  1895,  and  appointing  Mrs.  Anna 
W.  Lowes  as  treasurer  from  said  date,  fixing  the  amount  of  her 
bonds  at  f20,000,  and  directing  the  finance  committee  to  audit 
the  books  and  accounts  of  said  Robinson;  that  on  November  29, 
1895,  the  bond  of  Mrs.  Lowes  as  treasurer,  was  approved  and 
ordered  filed  by  a  majority  of  said  board,  and  said  Robinson  was 
directed  to  arrange  to  transfer  the  money  in  his  jmasession  as 
treasurer  to  Mrs.  Lowes  as  treasurer,  and  to  deliver  his  books  and 
papers  to  said  board  on  December  3, 1895,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

From  said  action  of  said  board  in  removing  him  as  treasurer 
of  .said  board  and  appointing  Mrs.  Lowes  as  treasurer  to  succeed 
him,  the  said  Robinson  has  appealed  to  me. 

An  answer  by  five  members  of  said  board  to  said  appeal  has 
been  filed^  four  members  of  said  board  refusing  to  join  in  said 
answer. 

There  is  no  contention  between  the  appellant  and  respondents 
as  to  the  facts  as  hereinbefore  stated,  except  that  three  members 
of  said  board,  viz.,  Messrs.  Flannigan,  Rlauth  and  Reinert,  each 
states  in  an  affidavit  made  and  sworn  to  by  each,  that  he  voted 
for  the  resolution  at  th'e  meeting  of  said  board  on  September  3, 
1895,  appointing  said  Robinson  treasurer  in  the  belief  that  said 
resolution  provided  for  the  appointment  of  said  Robinson  as  treas- 
urer to  hold  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  section  7,  article  1,  title  8  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  boards  of  education  in  every  union  free 
school  district,  other  than  those  whose  limits  correspond  to  those 
of  an  incorporated  village  or  city,  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
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one  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  their  district  treasurer,  and 
another  collector  of  the  monejs  to  be  raised  within  the  same  for 
school  purposes^  who  shall  severally  hold  such  appointments  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  board. 

The  rule  is  well  settled  that  where  the  power  to  remove  at 
pleasure  is  conferred  in  general  terms  upon  an  ofiicial  or  board, 
such  power  may  be  exercised  without  a  cause  and  without  any 
notice  to  the  incumbent.  1  Dillon  Municipal  Corporations,  §  250; 
People  ex  rel.  Sims  v.  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  73  N.  Y.  437;  People  ex  rel.  Westray  v.  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  82  N.  Y.  491;  People  ex  rel.  Gere  v.  Whitlock,  92  N.  Y. 
191;  Dunavon  v.  Board  of  Education  of  Hornellsvllle,  47  Hun,JL3; 
Weidman  v.  Board  of  Education,  7  N.  Y.  Supplement,  309. 

The  appellant,  in  substance,  contends  that  by  and  under  the 
said  resolution  of  said  board,  passed  September  3,  1895,  appoint- 
ing him  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  a  contract  was  made  with 
him  for  the  remainder  of  the  school  year;  that  there  is  nothing  in 
said  section  1,  article  1,  title  8  of  the  Consolidated  School  l^aw 
of  1894  which  prohibits  said  board  from  appointing  (he  appellant 
as  treasurer  for  a  definite  term,  i.  e.,  for  one  year  or  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  that  after  siiid  board  has  exercised  its  pieasuni  by 
designating  the  term  of  employment  of  the  appelhint  it  can  not 
remove  him  from  office  during  the  term  so  designated  wilhont 
cause. 

The  contention  of  the  respondents  herein,  in  substance,  is  I  hat 
the  appellant,  having  been  appointed  treasurer  in  ihe  year  1894 
by  the  board  of  education  then  in  office,  held  such  ollice  until  his 
removal  by  the  present  board  in  November,  1895,  and  the  action 
of  the  said  board  in  September  3, 1895,  in  appointing  appellant  as 
treasurer  was  illegal;  that  under  said  section  7,  article  1,  title  8 
of  the  Consolidated  School  Law  the  dismissal  of  the  appellant 
and  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Lowes  was  legal;  that  the  jiction  of 
said  board  on  September  3,  1895,  in  appointing  the  appellant 
was  illegal  in  so  far  as  it  attempted  to  make  the  ap])ointment  for 
a  definite  period^  the  Legislature  having  limited  the  power  of  the 
board  in  that  regard;  that  the  treasurer  being  an  employe  of  Ihe 
board,  rather  than  a  district  officer,  the  right  of  Die  board  to 
dismiss  at  pleasure  is  absolute. 

Under  the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894  (see  section  13, 
article  3,  title  8,  and  section  7,  article  1,  title  8)  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  persons  constituting  the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  2,  Middletown  and  Southfield,  for  the  school 
year  1894-5  and  1895-6,  respectively,  on  the  Tuesday  next  follow- 
ing the  annual  school  district  meeting  held  therein  (in  August), 
to  hold  the  annual  meeting  of  said  board.    That  at  said  annual 
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meetings  said  board  should  elect  one  of  the  members  of  said  board 
as  president  thereof,  and  the  person  so  elected  shall,  unless  he 
resign  the  office  or  cease  to  be  a  member  of  said  board,  hold  said 
office  for  the  school  year;  that  said  board  shall  also^  at  such 
annual  meetings,  if  the  school  district  at  its  annual  meeting  for 
the  election  of  officers,  did  not  elect  a  clerk  of  said  district,  under 
said  section  7  above  cited,  appoint  one  of  their  number  as  clerk  of 
said  board,  whose  term  of  office  will  end  at  the  date  of  the  next 
annual  school  meeting  of  the  district.  That  under  said  section  7 
said  board  had  the  power  to  appoint  one  of  the  taxable  inhab- 
itants of  said  school  district  as  treasurer  of  the  board,  to  hold 
such  appointment  during  the  pleasure  of  said  board,  and  whose 
tmn  of  office,  if  not  sooner  removed,  would  expire  at  the  next 
annual  school  district  meeting;  but  no  member  of  said  board 
could  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  treasurer. 

The  appeal  herein  alleges  that  the  appellant  was  appointed 
treasurer  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  said  board  held  on 
September  3,  1895,  but  does  not  state  whether  any  appointment 
of  treasurer  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  annual  school  meeting  in  1895,  and  the 
answer  alleges  that  the  appellant,  in  1894,  was  appointed  treas- 
urer of  the  then  existing  board  of  education,  but  does  not  state 
whether  or  not  such  appointment  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  said  board  which  should  have  been  held  on  the  Tuesday  next 
after  the  annual  school  meeting  of  the  district  in  1894.  Admit- 
ting, however,  that  appellant  was  appointed  such  treasurer  by  the 
board  for  the  school  year  of  1894-5,  and  was  not  removed  by  said 
board  during  its  official  life,  his  term  of  office  expired,  under  such 
appointment,  with  that  of  the  board  that  appointed  him,  and 
therefore  the  contention  of  the  respondents  that  he  continued  to 
hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board  for  1895-G  until  his 
removal  by  it  on  November  27,  1895,  is  not  well  taken.  There  is 
no  contention  that  the  appellant  herein  was  not,  in  November, 
1895,  a  taxable  inhabitant  of  said  school  district,  nor  that  he  has 
not  been  a  taxable  inhabitant  of  said  district  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  school  year  of  1894-5.  It  is  admitted  that  appellant 
executed  and  delivered  to  said  board,  after  his  appointment  on 
September  3,  1895,  a  bond  with  sufficient  penalty  and  sureties, 
which  bond  was  duly  approved  and  filed.  It  is  also  admitted  that 
appellant  performed  the  duties  of  treasurer  with  "  faithful  dili- 
gence." 

The  treasurer  appointed  by  a  board  of  education  is  the  custodian 
of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  district,  and  it  is  important  that 
such  treasurer  should  be  a  person  of  integrity  and  possessed  of 
sufficient  business  ability  to  properly  perform  the  duties  of  the 
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office.  It  was  doubtless  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  pro- 
viding that  such  officer  should  hold  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
board  to  provide  a  summary  method  for  the  removal  of  a  person 
who  it  was  found  was  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
office  or  was  not  a  safe  and  proper  person  as  custodian  of  the 
school  funds.  It  is  clear  that  said  board  had  the  power  to  appoint 
the  appellant  as  treasurer,  and  1  am  not  aware  of  any  provision  of 
law  prohibiting  said  board  at  the  time  of  making  such  appoint- 
ment from  exercising,  expressing,  defining  and  stating  its  pleas- 
ure, i.  e.,  will,  desire,  choice  as  .to  the  term  or  time  the  appellant 
should  hold  such  appointment  of  treasurer,  to  wit,  "  for  the  ensu- 
ing year."  Had  said  board,  on  September  3,  1895,  resolved  that 
Mr.  William  Bobinson  be  appointed  treasurer,  there  can  not  be 
any  doubt  but  that  said  board  would  have  had  legal  authority  at 
any  subsequent  meeting  to  have  removed  him  as  such  treasurer 
and  appointed  some  other  person  in  his  place;  but  having  at  such 
meeting  resolved  that  he  be  appointed  treasurer  "  for  the  ensuing 
year,"  it  thereby  exercised  and  voiced  its  pleasure,  expressing,  de- 
fining and  stating  its  pleasure  that  the  appellant  should  hold  such 
appointment  for  the  ensuing  year  (or  balance  of  the  present  school 
year),  and  said  board  by  such  action  was  estopped  from  removing 
the  appellant  except  for  some  cause  other  than  that  of  the  will 
or  desire  of  a  majority  of  said  board. 

The  resolution  presented  to  and  adopted  by  said  board  appoint- 
ing the  appellant  as  treasurer  was  plain  and  concise,  and  I  do 
not  see  how  it  could  be  misunderstood  by  any  member  of  the 
board  present  at  its  meeting  on  September  3,  1895,  or  how  any 
member  could  be  misled  as  to  its  language  and  effect.  At  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  of  said  board  the  proceedings  had  and  taken  at 
said  meeting  on  September  3,  1895,  were  read  and  approved. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  affidavits  of  Messrs.  Flannigan,  Blauth  and 
Beinert,  annexed  to  the  answer  herein,  that  indicated  that  they 
misunderstood  the  terms  of  said  resolution  or  were  misled  by  it. 
Each  of  them  says  that  he  voted  for  said  resolution  in  the  belief 
that  the  resolution  provided  for  the  appointment  of  the  appellant 
as  treasurer  to  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board  and 
not  otherwise.  That  is  just  what  the  resolution  did  provide  for, 
viz.,  the  appointment  of  the  appellant  as  treasurer,  he  to  hold 
the  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  that  the  board 
defined  and  expressed  therein  its  pleasure^  to  wit,  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said 
board  had  and  taken  at  its  meetings  on  November  27  and  29, 1895, 
dispensing  with  the  services  of  the  appellant  herein  as  treasurer 
from  and  after  December  3, 1895,  and  appointing  Mrs.  Anna  W. 
Lowes  as  treasurer  from  said  December  3, 1895,  fixing  the  bond  of 
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Mrs.  Lowes  at  (20,000,  and  directing  the  appellant  to  transfer  the 
money  in  his  possession  as  treasurer  to  said  Mrs.  Lowes,  and  to 
turn  over  the  books  and  papers  in  his  possession  to  said  board, 
are  and  each  of  them  was  without  power  or  authority  on  the  part 
of  said  board,  and  should  be  vacated  and  set  aside.  That  said 
board  restore  to  the  appellant,  as  treasurer,  all  moneys  in  the 
hands  of  Mrs.  Lowes,  belonging  to  said  district,  and  all  books  and 
papers  pertaining  to  the  office  of  treasurer^  turned  over  by  said 
appellant  to  said  board. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered,  That  the  action  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2,  Middletown  and 
Southfield,  Richmond  county,  had  and  tak(?n  at  its  meetings  held 
on  November  27  and  29,  1895,  and  eadi  of  said  meetings,  dis- 
pensing with  the  services  of  the  ap]>e]]ant,  William  Robinson,  as 
treasurer  from  and  after  December  :i,  1895,  and  appointing  Mrs. 
Anna  W.  Lowes  as  treasurer  from  said  December  15,  1895,  fixing 
the  bonds  of  Mrs.  Lowes  at  $20,000,  and  diriMJing  (lie  said  appel- 
lant, Robinson,  to  transfer  the  moneys  in  his  possession  as  treas- 
urer to  said  Mrs.  Lowes,  and  to  turn  over  tluj  books  and  papers 
in  his  possession  to  said  board,  be,  and  Ihe  same  ar<',  and  each 
of  them  is,  vacated  and  set  aside. 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  said  board,  without  unnecessary 
delay,  reinstate  the  said  appellant,  William  Robinson,  as  treas- 
urer, in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  said  board 
appointing  him  treasurer,  adopted  by  said  board  on  S(»|)l(Muber  3, 
1895. 


No.  4419 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  TM:tkij  M.  Mauiin  and  Otiieks  i?. 
Erwin  Weaver,  Trustee  Schn:)!  Disjricl  No.  7,  Town  of  Rush^ 
Monroe  Countv. 

To  autborlzo  the  trustee  of  a  school  district  ae^alnst  the  objection  of  any  one  or  more  of 
the  qualified  voters  therein,  to  permit  the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  for  holding  religious 
meetings  and  Sunday  schools,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  school  purposes,  he 
must  find  some  provision  of  law  giving  him  such  authority.  When  a  school  building  is 
used  for  any  other  than  school  purposes  or  in  any  manner  which  interferes  with  its  use 
for  school  purposes  or  where  the  property  of  the  district  is  injured  by  such  use,  or 
where  there  are  differences  of  opinion  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  as  to  the 
advisability  of  using  the  schoolhouse  for  any  other  than  school  purposes,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  upon  an  appeal  being  taken 
to  him,  to  strictly  observe  and  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  governing 
such  use. 

(Decided  January  16,  1896.) 

William  Carter^  attorney  for  appellants. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter  appeal  from  the 
action  of  the  respondent  in  permitting  the  use  of  the  schoolhouse 
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in  district  No.  7,  town  of  Rush,  Monroe  county,  for  the  holding 
therein  of  religious  meetings  and  Sund.ay  school. 

An  answer  has  been  .made  to  the  appeal  by  the  respondent, 
Weaver,  the  trustee  of  the  said  district. 

It  appears  that  the  respondent,  as  such  trustee  of  said  district, 
has  permitted  the  use  of  the  school  building  in  said  district  for 
religious  meetings  and  for  Sunday  schools;  that  on  or  about 
October  19, 1895,  a  paper,  signed  by  thirteen  of  the  residents  and 
qualified  voters  of  said  district,  stating  that  they  objected  to  the 
use  of  said  school  building  for  any  purpose  not  warranted  by  law, 
and  specially  objected  to  its  use  for  religious  meetings,  and  de- 
manding that  such  use  be  prohibited  by  the  respondent  as  trustee, 
was  delivered  to  the  respondent  as  trustee;  that  on  or  about  Octo- 
ber 22,  1895,  a  paper  signed  by  thirty-five  of  the  residents  and 
qualified  voters  of  said  district,  asking  that  the  schoolhouse  con- 
tinue to  be  used  for  religious  purposes;  that  for  several  years  said 
schoolhouse  has  been  used  for  religious  meetings  and  -Sunday 
schools!  with  the  permission  of  the  respondent  and  his  predecessors 
in  oflfiee  as  trustees  of  said  district;  that  said  religious  meetings 
are  not  held  by  any  one  sect  or  denomination^  but  are  union  ser- 
vices participated  in  by  persons  of  various  religious  denomina- 
tions; that  the  village  of  West  Rush  is  located  in  said  school  dis- 
trict, containing  quite  a  number  of  people  desirous  of  attending 
religious  services,  and  that  there  is  no  hall  or  other  suitjible  build- 
ing for  use  for  such  purposes;  that  the  persons  attending  such 
religious  meetings  have,  at  their  own  expense,  placed  in  said 
schoolhouse  a  cabinet  organ,  lamps  and  window  shades,  which  can 
be  used,  if  desired,  in  conducting  the  school  of  the  district;  that 
the  fuel  and  lights  used  at  such  religious  meetings  are  furnished 
by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  persons  attending  such  meetings. 

It  also  appears  that  the  schoolhouse  has  been  cleaned  at  divers 
times  by  persons  interested  in  said  religious  meetings  and  also 
swept  at  different  times,  and  the  window  shades  washed;  but  it 
does  not  affirmatively  appear  that  after  each  of  said  meetings 
or  Sunday  schools  were  held,  that  the  schoolhouse  was  thoroughly 
cleaned,  swept  and  put  in  order  by  or  at  the  expense  of  the  persons 
interesrted  in  said  meetings. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  schoolhouse,  or  its  furniture,  aside 
from  the  natural  wear  and  tear  incident  to  its  use  for  said  meetings 
and  Sunday  schools,  has  been  injured. 

Schoolhouses  are  constructed  and  maintained  by  school  districts 
for  the  purpose  of  public  education  by  qualified  teachers  in  the 
schools  conducted  therein,  and  also  to  furnish  a  place  for  the  hold- 
ing of  school  meetings,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

By  subdivision  6  of  section  47,  ariich?  G,  title  7,  of  the  Consoli- 
dated School  Law  of  1894,  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  dis- 
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trict  schoolhouse  or  houses^  their  sites  and  appurtenances,  in  the 
resjiective  school  districts  of  the  State,  are  given  to  the  trustee  or 
trustees  of  said  districts  respectively.  The  respondent  herein,  as 
sole  trustee  of  said  school  district  No.  7,  of  Rush,  under  the  school 
law,  is  the  custodian  of  the  schoolhouse  and  appurtenances  of  said 
district;  but  such  schoolhouse,  etc.,  does  not  thereby  become  his 
private  property,  and  he  can  not  put  it  to  any  use  which  he  sees 
fit;  he  is  to  manage  it  as  the  representative  of  the  school  district, 
and  for  school  purposes  only,  and  so  that  the  instruction  of  the 
pupils  in  the  school  shall  not  be  embarrassed  by  any  use  of  the 
house  other  than  for  school  purposes,  and  that  the  property  of 
the  district,  and  the  furniture,  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
school  or  the  pupils,  shall  not  be  injured  or  destroyed.  No  use  of 
the  schoolhouse  should  be  permitted  or  tolerated  by  him  which 
may  or  does  give  occasion  to  a  controversy  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district. 

To  authorize  the  respondent  herein,  against  the  objection  of  any 
one  or  more  of  the  qualified  voters  in  said  district,  to  permit  the 
use  of  the  schoolhouse  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  school  pur- 
poses, he  must  find  some  provision  of  law  giving  him  such 
authority.  Section  52,  article  6,  title  7,  of  the  Consolidated  School 
Law  of  1894,  gives  authority  to  the  respondent  herein,  as  sole  trus- 
tee of  said  district,  to  freely  permit  the  schoolhouse  therein,  when 
not  in  use  for  the  district  school,  to  be  used  by  persons  assembling 
therein  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and  receiving  instruction  in  any 
branch  of  education  or  learning,  or  in  the  science  or  practice  of 
music. 

The  respondent  herein  contends  that  said  section  52  gives  him 
authority  to  peraiit  religious  meetings  and  Sunday  schools  to  be 
held  in  the  schoolhouse  in  said  district,  for  the  reason  that  "  In- 
struction in  the  principles  of  Christianity  is  the  highest  form  of 
education."  Such  contention  is  not  well  taken.  The  jschool  law 
refers  wholly  to  secular  as  distinguished  from  religions  education 
or  learning.  The  Legislature  intended  in  its  use  of  the  words,  "  in 
any  branch  of  education  or  learning,"  that  such  branches  of  edu- 
cation and  learning  as  are  taught  in  the  common  and  higher  grades 
of  schools,  and  in  academies,  colleges  and  universities  should  be 
understood  and  not  instruction  in  religious  education  or  learning 
as  taught  in  Sunday  and  church  schools  and  in  the  churches. 
Even  under  said  section  52  the  respondent,  as  such  trustee,  can  not 
make  any  permanent  contract  for  the  occupation  of  the  school- 
house,  but  can  simply  give  a  license  revocable  at  pleasure. 
Strictly  speaking,  he  can  grant  no  right  to  use  the  schoolhouse  for 
any  other  than  educational  purposes;  and  can  only,  by  his  acquies- 
cence in  any  such  use,  estop  himself  from  bringing  an  action  for 
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the  act  of  entering  the  schoolbouse,  which  would  otherwise  be  a 
trespass. 

My  predecessors  in  office  have,  in  many  cases,  refused  to  inter- 
fere with  the  action  of  trustees  in  permitting  schoolhouses  to 
be  used  for  religious  meetings;  but  each  case  has  been  decided 
upon  the  facts  as  established  therein.  No  such  refusal  to  interfere 
has  been  made  in  any  case  in  which  the  action  of  the  trustee  or 
trustees  has  given  occasion  to  a  controversy  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  presented  in  this  appeal  that  out  of 
the  forty-eight  residents  and  qualified  voters  of  the  district  who 
have  expressed  their  opinion  as  to  the  act  of  the  respondent, 
thirteen,  more  than  one-fourth,  are  opposed  to  the  use  of  the 
schoolhouse  for  holding  religious  meetings  and  Sunday  school. 
The  action  of  the  trustee  has  occasioned  a  controversy  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district. 

The  holding  of  religious  meetings  in  schoolhouses  is  almost 
always  the  source  of  dispute  in  every  district  in  which  such  a  meet- 
ing is  held,  and  such  disputes  are  detrimental  to  the  best  educa- 
tional interests  of  such  districts.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  use 
of  the  schoolhouses  for  holding  meetings  for  any  purpose  or  pur- 
poses whatever  other  than  those  recognized  by  the  school  law, 
no  matter  how  laudable  the  purposes  of  such  assembly  of  persons 
may  be. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  when  a  scliool  building  is  used 
for  any  other  purpose  or  in  any  manner  which  interferes  with  its 
use  for  school-  purposes,  or  where  tlie  property  of  the  district  is 
injured  by  such  use,  or  where  there  are  differences  of  opinion 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  as  to  the  advisability  of 
using  the  schoolhouse  for  any  other  purpose  than  scliool  purposes, 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  State  Superintendeut  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, upon  appeal,  to  strictly  observe  and  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  school  law  governing  the  matter. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered.  That  said  Erwin  Weaver,  as  such  trustee  of  school 
district  No.  7,  town  of  Bush,  Monroe  county,  fortliwith  notify  the 
persons  conducting  and  attending  said  religious  meetings  and 
Sunday  school,  heretofore  held  in  the  schoolhouse  in  said  district, 
that  no  further  or  other  meetings  and  Sunday  schools  shall  be  or 
will  be  permitted  to  be  held  in  said  schoolhouse  in  said  district^ 
and  that  the  permission  and  consent  heretofore  given  by  him,  that 
such  religious  meetings  and  Sunday  school  be  so  held,  is  revoked, 
cancelled  and  withdrawn. 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  said  Erwin  Weaver,  as  such  trustee, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  enjoined  and  restrained  from  permitting  or 
consenting  to  the  holding  of  any  religious  meetings  and  Sunday 
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schools  in  the  schoolhouse  in  said  district  No.  7,  town  of  Rush, 
Monroe  county,  from  and  after  the  date  af  which  he  shall  receive 
notice  of  mv  decision  and  orders  herein. 


No.  4427 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Gkokcjr  W.  Wilson,  Trustee, 
School  District  No.  5,  Town  of  Lumberland,  Sullivan  County, 
from  Decision  of  Local  Board  in  the  Matter  of  the  Alterations 
of  School  Districts  Nos.  1  and  5,  Town  of  Lumberland,  Sulli- 
van County. 

The  alteration  of  school  districts,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  valuations  in  dis- 
tricts affected,  is  against  public  policy,  aud  will  not  be  sustained  by  this  Department. 
Such  purpose  of  equalization  of  values  may  be  an  element  for  consideration,  but  should 
not  be  the  controlling  one. 

(Decided  March  3.  1896.) 

John  Z.  Twichell,  school  commissioner  of  the  first  commis- 
sioner district  of  Sullivan  county,  on  November  22, 1895,  made  an 
order  upon  the  consent  of  the  trustee  of  school  district  No.  5,  but 
without  the  consent  of  the  trustee  of  school  district  No.  1,  town 
of  Lumberland,  Sullivan  county,  altering:  the  boundaries  of  said 
districtNo.5soastoinclude  all  the  real  estateof  lot  3Glying  south  of 
the  foot  of  the  tow  path  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal;  and 
altering  the  boundaries  of  said  district  No.  1  so  as  to  take  out  of 
said  district  that  part  of  lot  36  north  of  the  foot  of  the  tow  path 
of  said  canal  and  which  order  was  to  take  effect  on  March  2, 
1896.  That  on  December  28,  1895,  a  local  board  composed  of 
Commissioner  Twichell  and  Supervisor  Smith  of  the  town  of 
Lumberland  (the  clerk  of  said  town,  being  the  trustee  of  said 
district  No.  5,  not  sitting),  after  hearing  all  persons  desiring 
to  be  heard  in  relation  to  said  order  rendered  its  decision,  vacat- 
ing said  order  of  Commissioner  Twichell.  From  said  decision 
of  said  local  board  the  appellant  in  the  above-entitled  matter,  as 
trustee  of  district  No.  5  and  on  behalf  of  said  district,  has  taken 
an  appeal. 

It  appears  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxable  property  in 
district  No.  5  is  f5,885  and  the  amount  raised  therein  for  school 
purposes  the  present  school  year  is  |157,  the  tax  rate  being  2.C7  per 
cent.;  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxable  property  in  district 
No.  1,  other  than  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  is  ^5,490,  and 
the  valuation  of  such  canal  company  within  the  district  is  f54,- 
101.60,  making  the  total  valuation  |59,590.60;  that  the  amount 


Decisions  in  Appeal  Cases.  89 

raised  therein  for  school  purposes  for  the  scliool  year  of  1894-5 
is  1625,  the  tax  rate  being  .010488. 

It  further  appears  that  school  district  No.  1  was  formed  by  an 
order  made  February  18,  1850,  by  the  then  town  superintendents 
of  schools  fixing  the  boundaries  thereof,  which  order  was  recorded 
in  the  oflfice  of  the  town  clerk  of  said  tow-n  on  March  23, 1850;  that 
the  said  boundaries  had  not  been  changed  up  to  November  22, 
1895. 

It  is  admitted  by  the  parties  to  this  appeal  that  the  alteration 
of  said  districts,  as  described  in  said  order  of  Commissioner 
Twichell,  so  far  as  the  inhabitants  of  district  No.  5  were  con- 
cerned, was  solely  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  amount  of 
taxable  property  in  the  district  by  including  within  its  bound- 
aries a  section  of  said  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal.  It  appears 
that  throe  and  nineteen-twentieths  miles  of  said  canal  is  within 
said  district  No.  1  and  the  order  of  Commissioner  Twichell  would 
take  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  said  canal  from  district 
No.  1  of  the  valuation  of  f  10,000  and  annex  it  to  district  No.  5. 
It  is  not  claimed  that  said  order  w^as  made  for  the  convenience  or 
benefit  of  the  residents  of  the  territory  alTected,  nor  would  it 
enlarge  their  school  privileges. 

The  decision  of  the  local  board  vacating  the  order  of  Commis- 
sioner Twichell  was  based  upon  the  decision  of  Superintendent 
Draper  in  appeal  No.  3534,  on  November  13, 1886. 

The  facts  in  appeal  No.  3534  appear  to  have  been  that  in  dis- 
trict No.  5,  Poughkeepsie,  there  were  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad,  and  no  portion  thereof  in 
district  No.  1;  that  the  order  therein  appealed  from  cut  off  terri- 
tory containing  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  said  railroad 
from  No.  5  and  annexed  it  to  No.  1 ;  that  the  fact  was  undisguised 
that  the  object  of  the  order  was  solely  to  increase  the  valuation 
of  property  in  district  No.  1.  Superintendent  Draper  in  his  de- 
cision said:  "In  any  event,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  sanction 
to  the  proposition  that  school  districts  should  be  changed  only 
for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  valuations.  Perhaps  it  may  prop- 
erly be  an  element  for  consideration,  but  it  should  not  be  the 
controlling  one.  If  districts  are  to  be  altered  whenever,  and  only 
because  one  has  more  valuable  property  than  another,  the  result 
would  be  a  constant  struggle  for  the  annexation  of  such  property, 
and  the  people  and  the  school  system  won  Id  be  endlessly  in- 
volved in  controversy  in  consequence  of  it.  This  is  against  pub- 
lic policy,  and  as  it  is  the  essential,  if  not  the  only,  ground  upon 
which  the  change  here  in  question  was  made,  it  can  not  be  sus- 
tained." 

I  concur  in  the  views  stated  by  Superintendent  Draper.  Alter- 
ing school  districts  only  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  valuations 
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is  not  sustained  bj  this  Department;  it  may  be  an  element  for 
consideration,  but  it  should  not  be  the  controlling  one. 

The  appeal  herein  is  dismissed  and  the  decision  of  the  local 
board  affirmed. 


No.  4441 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Chaulbs  H.  Simpkins  for  the  re- 
moval from  office  of  Hakvey  S.  Hempstead  as  Trustee  of  School 
District  No.  3,  Town  of  Coejmans,  Albanj  Countj. 

Under  the  school  law  the  Bupenrisors  of  towna  and  collectors  of  school  districts  are  the 
legal  custodians  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  State  apportioned  to  the  school  districts 
and  of  moneys  collected  upon  tax-lists  by  the  collectors  or  receired  by  them  from 
county  treasurer  or  boards  of  supenrisors  for  taxes  returned ;  and  such  moneys  can  only 
be  paid  out  by  the  supervisors  and  collectors  upon  the  written  order  of  the  trustees  or 
a  majority  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  the  order  of  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to 
receive  the  same.  Trustees  of  school  districts  have  no  lawful  authority  to  receive  or  to 
retain  in  their  custody  any  of  such  moneys. 

(Decided  April  9.  1896.) 

Andrew  Vanderzee,  attorney  for  petitioner. 
Ltewis  Cass,  attorney  for  respondent. 

The  petitioner  in  the  above-entitled  matter  asks  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  above-named  Hempstead  as  trustee  of  said  school 
district  for  willful  violation  and  neglect  of  duty  as  such  trustee. 

From  the  papers  presented  herein  the  following  facts  are  es- 
tablished : 

That  at  the  annual  school  meeting  held  in  s^iid  district,  said 
Hempstead  was  elected  as  trustee  of  »iid  district  and  acted  as 
such  during  the  school  year  of  1894-5;  that  at  the  annual  school 
meeting  held  in  said  district  in  August,  1805,  said  Hempstead  was 
elected  as  trustee  and  ever  since  has  been,  and  still  is,  acting  as 
such  trustee;  that  on  or  about  August  10,  1895,  tlio  said  Hemp- 
stead obtained  from  Helen  S.  Willis  of  llie  villsigo  nml  town  of 
Ooeymans,  agent  for  certain  insurance  conipunies,  a  policy  of 
insurance  for  the  sum  of  |1,000  upon  the  school  house  in  said  dis- 
trict, the  premium,  etc.,  therefor  to  be  paid,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  fl5;  that  on  or  about  September  19, 1895,  said  Hempstead 
presented  to  Dwight  Butler,  collector  of  said  school  district,  an 
order  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy:  "  Ravena,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1895.  To  Dwight  Butler,  Collector  of  Taxes,  School  Dis- 
trict No.  3,  Town  of  Coeymans:  Pay  to  Helen  Willis  the  sum  of 
122.50  on  premium  on  insurance  on  schoolhouse  in  s<aid  district. 
H.  S.  Hempstead,  Sole  Trustee,"  and  said  Hempstead  then  asked 
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said  Butler  to  pay  to  him  (Hempstead)  the  said  |22.5U,  statinj^  he 
wanted  it  to  pay  the  insurance  premium  to  Mrs.  Willis,  and  there- 
upon said  Butler  paid  to  said  Hempstead  said  sum  of  f  22.50,  and 
took  said  order  and  filed  the  same  among  his  vouchers  of  pay- 
ments for  said  school  district;  that  at  some  date  between  Sep- 
tember 1  and  November  8,  1895,  the  said  Willis  and  Hempstead 
had  a  conversation  at  which  said  Hempstead  stated  in  substance 
that  said  premium  could  not  be  paid  for  the  reason  that  there 
were  no  funds  on  hand  available  for  that  purpose,  and  said  Hemp- 
stead paid  to  said  Willis  the  sum  of  |7.5()  owing  by  him  for  insur- 
ance upon  certain  property  belonging  to  him;  that  on  or  about 
November  8,  1895,  said  Willis  had  an  interview  with  Butler,  col- 
lector of  said  district,  and  then  asked  Butler  whether  he  had  re- 
ceived an  order  for  her,  to  which  Butler  replied:  "  Yes,  have  you 
not  received  your  money  ? ''  to  which  she  replied,  *'  No,"  and 
thereupon  said  Butler  produced  and  exhibited  to  said  Willis  the 
said  order  of  Hempstead,  dat€»d  September  19,  1895  (of  which 
a  copy  is  hereinbefore  given),  and  stated  that  he  had  paid  to  said 
Hempstead  the  said  sum  of  ?22.50;  that  said  Willis  then  informed 
said  Butler  that  the  insurance  premium,  etc.,  was  not  f  22.50,  but 
|15,  and  took  a  copy  of  said  order;  that  on  the  same  day  and  after 
the  said  interview  with  Collector  Butler,  said  WMUis  had  an  inter- 
view with  said  Hempstead  at  which  he  stated  in  substance,  "  I 
am  sorry  that  we  had  to  keep  you  waiting  so  long  for  this  order," 
and  thereupon  gave  to  said  Willis  an  order  upon  said  Collector 
Butler  for  the  sum  of  |15,  signed  by  said  Hempstead  as  trustee; 
that  said  Willis  then  exhibited  to  said  Hempstead  the  aforesaid 
copy  of  the  said  order  for  $22.50,  and  asked  Hempstead  "  What 
about  this  order  ?  "  and  said  Hempstead,  after  looking  at  said 
copy  of  order,  said  to  Willis,  "  Give  me  that  other  order  and  I  will 
pay  you  the  |15  out  of  my  own  pocket,"  whereupon  said  Willis 
delivered  to  Hempstead  said  order  for  f  15  given  her  by  him,  and 
Hempstead  paid  to  her  the  sum  of  fl5  in  cash;  that  said  Willis 
never  authorized  said  Hempstead  to  draw  said  order  for  f22.50, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  and  never  knew  of  th(?  existence  of 
said  order  until  November  8,  1895;  that  the  total  sum  due  and 
owing  to  said  Willis  for  insurance,  including  policy  and  premium, 
was  the  sum  of  |15  and  no  more,  and  she  had  no  other  charge 
against  said  district. 

That  on  or  about  October  15,  1895,  the  said  Hempstead,  as 
such  trustee,  at  his  request,  received  from  Collector  Butler  the 
sum  of  f80,  giving  to  said  Butler  his  (Hempstead's)  receipt  as 
trustee,  the  said  Hempstead  stating  to  said  Butler  that  said 
sum  of  money  was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  things  he  had 
bought  for  the  schoolhonse. 
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That  on  or  about  December  4,  1SU5,  said  Hempstead  received 
from  Thomas  F.  Mason,  deputy  county  treasurer  for  John  Bowe, 
county  treasurer  of  Albany  county,  a  check  of  said  Bowe,  No. 
2312,  dated  on  that  day,  drawn  upon  the  Albany  City  National 
Bank,  for  the  sum  of  $G0.02,  to  the  order  of  Dwij^ht  Butler,  col- 
lector, school  district  No.  3,  Coeymans;  that  said  check  was  for 
certain  taxes  returned  by  said  collector  as  unpaid  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Consolidated  School  Law;  that  on  siiid  December 
4,  1895,  the  said  Hempstead  indorsed  the  said  check,  "  Dwight 
Butler,  Collector,  District  No.  3,  Coeymans,"  and  also  "  H.  S. 
Hempstead,"  and  received  from  said  bank  said  |G0.()2;  that  said 
Hempstead  has  not  paid  said  sum  of  $()0.()2  or  any  part  thereof 
to  said  Collector  Butler.  That  in  the  month  of  May,  1895,  there 
was  in  the  possession  of  Heiiiw  l?^linpniand,  of  Coeymans,  the 
sum  of  f9.GG  of  moneys  deposited  with  him  by  the  supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Coeymans,  and  on  May  25,  1895,  said  Hempstead,  as 
trustee  of  said  school  district  No.  3,  Coeymans,  requested  said 
Slingerland  to  inform  him  if  there  was  any  public  money  due  to 
said  district  in  his  hands  deposited  by  said  supervisor,  and  said 
Slingerland  examined  the  account  of  Ihe  supervisor  with  said 
district  and  found  that  the  sum  of  J9.GG  was  due  said  district,  and 
thereupon,  at  the  request  of  said  Hempstead,  gave  to  Hempstead 
his  check  for  said  sum  of  ?9.GG,  which  check  was  duly  paid  after 
having  been  indoi'scnl  by  said  Hempstead. 

That  about  January  1,  1895,  said  Hempstead,  as  such  trustee, 
made  a  contract  with  Patrick  J.  Sweeney,  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
for  a  heater  for  the  schoolhouse  in  the  district  for  the  sum  of 
f200,  and  the  heater  was  placed  in  said  schoolhouse;  that  on 
or  about  March  5,  1895,  Hempstead  delivered  to  Collector 
Butler  an  order  signed  by  Hemj)s1ead,  as  trustee,  for  the  sum  of 
|200,  payable  to  P.  J.  Sweeney,  and  requested  said  Butler  to 
pay  him  (Hempstead)  the  ^200,  as  he  was  going  to  Albany  and 
would  pay  said  Sweeney  said  $200  for  the  heater,  and  said 
Butler  paid  Hempstead  said  ?200;  that  on  or  about  April  2,  1895, 
said  Hempstead  paid  P.  J.  Sweeney  flOO  in  money  and  gave 
Sweeney  his  (Hempstead's)  note,  as  trustee,  for  $100;  that  said 
Hempstead  paid  upon  said  note  at  different  times  and  in  divers 
sums  the  aggregate  sum  of  $75;  that  on  or  about  February  G. 
1896,  said  Hempstead,  as  such  trustee,  gave  to  said  Sweeney  an 
order  upon  Collector  Butler  for  the  sum  of  $25,  in  which  order  it 
was  stated  that  the  sum  stated  therein  was  for  repairs  to  said 
heater;  that  said  order  was  presented  to  said  Collector  Butler  for 
payment  and  the  payment  thereof  refused  by  him  and  said  order 
remains  unpaid,  and  there  still  remains  due  and  unpaid  to  said 
Sweeney  said  sum  of  $25;  that  at  the  time  said  order  of  $25  was 
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given  to  said  Sweeney  there  was  no  sum  due  to  him  for  repairs  to 
said  heater. 

The  respondent,  Hempstead,  has  attempted  to  give  an  explana- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  transaction  with  Mrs.  Willis,  but  such  ex- 
planation is  without  merit.  So  far  as  the  papers  fierein  show, 
said  Hempstead  has  unlawfully  in  his  possession  the  sum  of  f  7.50, 
the  property  of  said  district,  and  which  sum  should  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  collector,  Butler.  The  respondent,  Hempstead^ 
alleges  that  said  sum  of  |80,  so  as  aforesaid  received  by  liim  from 
said  collector,  '^  has  been  expended  for  the  sole  bencflt,  use  and 
profit  of  the  district  as  will  fully  appear  in  his  report  at  tlie  next 
annual  meeting  of  said  school  district."  Such  explanntion  is 
without  merit,  and  is  no  excuse  for  the  unlawful  a<^tion  on  his 
part  in  drawing  and  receiving  said  money  from  the  collector  of 
the  district. 

In  relation  to  the  |60.02  received  by  the  respondent,  Hemp- 
stead, upon  the  check  of  County  Treasurer  Bowe,  said  Hempstead 
contends  that  he  was  authorized  by  Collector  Butler  to  indorse 
the  name  of  Butler  upon  the  check,  which  contention  said  Butler 
alleges  is  untrue.  The  respondent  herein  alleges  that  he  in- 
formed Collector  Butler  he  would  deliver  to  him  said  sum  of 
160.02  at  any  time  he  (Butler)  would  call  for  it.  So  far  as  this 
proceeding  is  concerned,  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  respondent 
had  authority  to  indorse  the  name  of  the  collector  upon  tl»e  check 
or  not,  that  is  a  matter  to  be  settled  in  the  criminal  courts;  but 
the  respondent  admits  having  in  his  possession  the  money,  which 
it  is  his  duty  to  pay  over  to  the  collector,  who  is  the  only  legal 
custodian  thereof,  without  waiting  for  the  collector  to  come  to  him 
(Hempstead)  for  it. 

In  relation  to  the  receipt  by  the  respondent  of  said  sum  of  f  0.66 
from  the  supervisor  of  Coeymans,  he  acted  in  violation  of  the 
school  law,  as  he  should  have  drawn  his  order  upon  the  super- 
visor in  favor  of  the  teacher  to  whom  the  district  was  indebted. 

The  acts  of  the  respondent  in  relation  to  the  matter  with 
Sweeney  in  the  payment  for  the  heater  was  in  violation  of  the 
school  law.  The  respondent  should  have  drawn  his  order  upon 
the  collector  in  favor  of  Sweeney  and  delivered  the  same  to 
Sweeney. 

Under  the  school  law  the  supervisors  are  the  legal  custodians 
of  the  public  moneys  of  the  State  apportioned  to  the  school  dis- 
trict, and  said  supervisors  can  only  pay  out  said  moneys  upon  the 
orders  of  the  trustees  or  a  majority  of  the  trustees  in  favor  of 
qualified  teachers;  the  collectors  of  the  school  districts  are  the 
legal  custodians  of  all  moneys  collected  by  them  upon  the  tax- 
list  issued  to  them  or  received  from  county  treasurers  or  boards 
of  supervisors  for  taxes  returned,  and  such  moneys  can  only  be 
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paid  out  by  such  collectors  upon  the  written  order  of  the  trustees, 
or  a  majoritj  of  the  board  of  trustees,  to  order  of  the  person  or 
persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same.  Trustees  of  school  districts 
have  no  lawful  authority  to  receive  or  retain  in  their  custody  any 
of  said  moneys.  Under  the  school  law  I  have  the  power,  when- 
ever it  shall  be  proven  to  my  satisfaction  that  any  school  officer 
has  been  guilty  of  any  willful  violation  or  neglect  of  duty  under 
the  Consolidated  School  Law,  or  any  other  act  pertaining  to  com- 
mon schools,  to  remove  such  school  officer  from  office. 

The  respondent,  Hempstead,  has  been  a  trustee  of  school  dis- 
trict No.  3,  town  of  Coeymans,  Albany  county,  since  the  com- 
mencing of  the  school  year  1894-5,  and,  it  is  presumed,  knows  what 
the  law  relating  to  his  duties  as  such  trustee  is. 

I  do  find  and  decide  that  Harvey  8.  Hempstead,  as  trustee  of 
school  district  No.  3,  town  of  Coeymans,  Albany  county,  has  been 
proven  to  my  satisfaction  guilty  of  willful  violation  and  neglect 
of  duty  under  the  Consolidated  School  Law. 

The  petition  herein  should  be  sustained. 

Whereas,  It  having  been  proven  to  my  satisfaction  that  Harvey 
S.  Hempstead,  trustee  of  school  district  No.  3,  town  of  Coeymans, 
Albany  county,  has  been  guilty  of  willful  violation  and  neglect  of 
duty  as  such  trustee,  under  the  Consolidated  School  Law,  I  do 
hereby  remove  said  Harvey  S.  Hempstead  from  office  as  trustee 
of  school  district  No.  3,  town  of  Coeymans,  Albany  county. 


No.  4445 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  Penney  v.  Board  of 
Education  op  Union  Fuke  School  District  No.  6,  Town  of 
North  Greenbush,  Rensselaer  County. 

It  is  the  duty  of  trustees  of  school  districts,  wheo  requested  by  a  respectable  number  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  their  respective  districts,  to  call  a  special  meeting  for  the  transac- 
tion of  any  proper  and  legal  business  which  such  petlUoners  might  desire  to  bring 
before  it 

(Decided  April  18. 1896.) 

John  8.  Wolfe,  attorney  for  appellant. 

Charles  J.  Buchanan^  attorney  for  respondents. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  refusal  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  C,  town  of  North  Greenbush, 
Rensselaer  county,  upon  the  applications  of  inhabitants  of  said 
school  district  qualified  to  vote  at  school  meetings  therein,  to  call 
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a  special  school  meeting  or  meetings  therein  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  and  acting  upon  the  proposition  to  change  the  school- 
house  site,  and  to  designate  a  new  schoolhouse  site  for  said  dis- 
trict upon  which  to  construct  the  new  schoolhouse  of  the  district. 
The  appellant  alleges  in  his  appeal  that  during  the  month  of 
September,  1895,  a  committee  of  thirteen,  duly  appointed  by  the 
legal  voters  of  said  school  district,  presented  to  the  respondents 
herein  a  request  that  said  respondents  call  a  special  meeting  of 
the  district  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  change  of  school- 
house  site,  and  the  designation  of  a  new  site,  and  the  question 
of  whether  the  new  schoolhouse  should  be  constructed  on  the  old 
site  or  not;  that  on  or  about  January  15, 1895,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  board  of  education,  signed  by  210  of  the  legal  voters 
of  said  school  district,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy :  "  To  the 
Honorable  Board  of  School  Trustees  of  Union  Free  School  Dis- 
trict No.  6,  of  the  town  of  North  Greenbush:  Gentlemen. — We, 
the  undersigned,  would  most  respectfully  request  you  to  call  a 
district  meeting,  at  which  the  subject  of  a  schoolhouse  site  may 
be  considered,  or  that  you  call  an  election  and  submit  the  direct 
question,  Shall  the  old  site  be  used  ?  "  that  said  application  of 
the  committee  of  thirteen  and  said  petition  of  210  legal  voters 
were,  and  each  of  them,  was  refused  by  the  respondents. 

The  respondents  in  their  answer  to  the  appeal  herein  deny  that 
said  appeal  states  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  an  appeal  against 
any  action  by  the  respondents,  and  that  the  same  is  not  sufficient 
and  does  not  in  any  wise  constitute  an  appeal  from  any  action 
by  the  respondents  as  stated  therein.  Said  respondents  admit 
that  said  application  of  said  committee  of  thirteen,  and  the  peti- 
tion of  the  210  legal  voters  were,  and  each  of  them  was,  received, 
and  that  they  refused  to  call  said  meetings  applied  and  petitioned 
for.  The  respondents  deny  that  they  were  obliged  legally  or 
otherwise  to  submit  any  of  the  resolutions  referred  to  in  the  ap- 
peal herein  to  the  voters  of  said  school  district. 
.  It  appears  that  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
school  district,  held  on  June  17,  1895,  among  other  proceedings 
taken  thereat,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  155  in  the 
affirmative  and  129  in  the  negative,  that  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  said  district  raise  by  tax,  to  be  levied  by  installments,  the 
sum  of  125,000,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  schoolhouse 
upon  the  site  then  owned  by  the  district,  provided  no  new  site  is 
purchased,  and  that  bonds  be  issued  and  sold,  as  in  said  resolution 
specified.  It  does  not  appear  that  said  resolution  has  ever  been 
rescinded,  reconsidered  or  amended,  or  that  any  appeal  has  been 
taken  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  from  said 
action  of  said  meeting. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  title  14  of  the  Consolidated  School 
Law  of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  any  person  conceiving  himself  ag- 
grieved in  consequence  of  anj  decision  made  by  any  school  meet- 
ing, by  any  other  official  act  or  decision  concerning  any  other 
matter  under  said  act,  or  any  other  act  pertaining  to  common 
schools,  may  appeal  to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

This  Department  for  forty  years  has  entertained  and  decided 
appeals  from  the  acts  or  decisions  of  trustees  of  school  districts 
in  refusing,  when  requested  by  a  respectable  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  their  district,  to  call  a  special  meeting  for  the  transaction 
of  any  legal  and  proper  business  which  such  petitioners  might 
desire  to  bring  before  it. 

It  is  clear  from  the  action  of  the  said  special  meeting,  held  in 
said  district  on  June  17,  1895,  authorizing  a  tax  of  |25,000  for 
a  new  schoolhouse  upon  the  site  then  owned  by  the  district,  pro- 
vided no  new  site  is  purchased,  that  the  changing  of  the  site  and 
the  designation  of  a  new  site,  was  being  considered  and  might 
be  made  before  the  construcf ion  of  the  new  schoolhouse  was  com- 
menced. In  fact,  it  appears  that  a  proposition  to  designate  the 
Wiggins'  property  as  a  new  schoolhouse  site  was  acted  upon  at 
a  special  meeting  of  the  district  held  on  August  26,  1895. 

The  power  to  designate  schoolhouse  sites  is  given  by  the  school 
law  to  district  meetings  and  such  meetings  can  not  delegate  that 
power  to  trustees. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  qualified  voters  of  Union  Free 
School  Djistrict  No.  6,  North  Greenbush,  have  the  right  and  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  fully  discuss  and  consider  the  question  of 
a  change  of  the  schoolhouse  site  therein  and  to  designate  a  new 
schoolhouse  site  upon  which  to  construct  their  new  schoolhouse, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  respondents  herein  to  have  granted  the 
petition  presented  to  them  on  January  15, 1890,  and  to  have  called 
a  special  district  meeting  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  matters 
stated  in  said  petition. 

I  decide  that  the  appeal  herein  is  sufficient  under  the  school 
law  relating  to  appeals  and  the  rules  of  practice  of  this  Depart- 
ment relative  to  appeals,  and  that  I  have  jurisdiction  to  enter- 
tain, hear  and  decide  the  same;  that  it  was  a  violation  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  respondents  herein  in  refusing  to  call  a  special 
district  meeting  for  the  purposes  asked  for  in  the  petition  of  the 
legal  voters  of  the  district  presented  to  them  on  January  15, 1890. 

On  January  29,  1896,  I  made  an  order  herein  enjoining  and  re- 
straining the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No. 
6,  town  of  Greenbush,  Rensselaer  county,  from  advertising  for 
bids  to  construct  a  new  school  building  upon  the  present  school- 
house  site  of  said  district;  and  from  opening  said  bids  should  such 
advertisement  have  been  made;  and  from  making  or  letting  any 
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contract  for  the  building:  of  said  new  schoolhouse  upon  the  present 
schoolhouse  site  of  said  district;  and  from  doing  any  act,  matter  or 
thing  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  said  new  school  building 
until  the  hearing  and  decision  by  me  of  the  appeal  herein,  or  until 
any  further  order  shall  be  made  by  me  in  the  premises. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered,  That  the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free  School 
District  No. 6,  town  of  North  Greenbush, Rensselaer  county  be,  and 
it  is  hereby,  directed,  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  call  a  special 
raeetingoftheinhabitantsof  said  union  free  school  district  qualified 
to  vote  at  school  me<4ings  therein,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
section  10,  article*  2,  title  8  of  the  Consolidate<l  School  Law  of  1894, 
chapter  55C  of  the  Laws  of  1894,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
for  the  puiiK)se  of  considering  the  proposition  whether  the  new 
schoolhouse  for  said  district  shall  be  constructed  upon  the  present 
schoolhouse  site;  and  if  such  proposition  shall  be  decided  in  the 
negative,  then  to  consider  the  proposition  of  changing  the  present 
schoolhouse  site,  and  the  designation  of  a  new  schoolhouse  site. 

It  is  further  ordei'ed,  That  the  order  made  by  me  herein  on  Janu- 
ary 29,  189G,  (*njoining  and  restniining  said  board  of  education 
from  advei-tising  for  and  opening  bids  for  the  construction  of  the 
new  schoolhouse,  and  from  letting  any  contract  for  the  building 
of  snch  new  schoolhouse,  and  from  doing  any  act,  matter  or  thing 
In  relation  to  the  construction  of  said  new  schoolhouse  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  continued  in  full  force  and  effect  until  a  further 
order  shall  be  made  by  me  in  the  premises. 


No.  4450 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Joseph  S.  Mayer  v.  Cassius  H. 
Barnes,  Trustee,  School  District  No.  2,  Town  of  Scriba,  Oswego 
County. 

Tbis  Department  has  uniformly  held  for  many  years  that  when  upon  an  appeal  It  la 
established  that  a  school  building  Is  used  for  any  other  purpose  or  In  any  manner 
which  Interferes  with  Its  use  for  school  purposes,  or  giving  and  receiving  instruction 
In  any  branch  of  education  or  learning,  or  the  science  or  practice  of  music,  or  where 
there  are  differences  of  opinion  among  the  Inhabitants  of  the  district  as  to  the  advis- 
ability of  the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  for  any  other  than  school  purposes;  or  where  the 
property  of  the  district  or  of  the  pupils  Is  injured  by  such  use,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  strictly  observe  and  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  the  school  law  relating  to  such  use. 

(Dt'cldod  May  11,  1896.) 

The  appeal  in  the  above-entitled  matter  is  taken  from  the  action 
of  the  trustee  of  school  district  No.  2,  town  of  Scriba,  Oswego 
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countj,  in  permitting  the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  of  said  district 
for  meetings  of  the  Ontario  lodge  of  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars. 

The  pleadings  herein  consist  of  the  appeal,  answer,  reply  and 
rejoinder. 

The  facts  material  to  the  issue,  as  appear  fix>m  such  pleadings, 
are  as  follows: 

That  the  Ontario  lodge  of  Independent  Order  of  Qood  Templars, 
a  secret  society  or  association  having  its  password,  grips,  etc., 
holds  weekly  meetings  in  the  schoolhouse  of  said  district,  with  the 
permission  of  the  trustee  of  said  district,  and  have  been  so  held  for 
some  considerable  time;  that  at  such  meetings,  when  the  initia- 
tion of  members  takes  place,  none  but  members  of  the  order  are 
admitted,  and  that  at  other  meetings  all  persons  so  desiring  are 
admitted;  that  a  petition  signed  by  twenty-one  persons  who  claim 
to  be  voters  and  taxpayers,  has  been  presented  that  the  school- 
house  be  closed  against  the  meetings  of  said  order,  and  a  petition 
signed  by  thirty  persons,  who  claim  to  be  taxpayers  in  said  district, 
but  six  of  whom  it  is  stated  upon  the  petition  are  non-residents  of 
said  school  district,  leaving  the  names  of  twenty-four  residents  of 
the  district,  is  also  presented,  asking  that  the  saia  order  be  per- 
mitted to  hold  its  meetings  in  said  schoolhouse. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  respondents  herein  that  of  the  twenty-one  per- 
sons signing  said  petit  ion  that  the  schoolhouse  be  closed  against  the 
said  meetings  of  said  order,  eleven  are  not  qualified  voters  in  said 
school  district.  Admitting,  for  the  purpose  of  argument  only,  that 
said  allegations  are  true,  it  appears  that  of  the  thirty-four  qualified 
voters  of  said  district  contained  in  the  two  petitions,  more  than 
one-fourth  and  nearly  one-third  are  opposed  to  said  order  holding 
its  meetings  in  said  schoolhouse. 

A  large  portion  of  the  matters  contained  in  the  papers  filed  in 
this  appeal  are  not  relevant  to  the  question  at  issue  herein. 

First,  As  to  the  action  of  the  annual  school  meeting  held  in  Au- 
gust, 1805,  upon  the  two  resolutions  offered,  viz.,  one  opposed  and 
one  in  favor  of  permitting  the  schoolhouse  in  said  district  to  be 
used  for  the  meetings  of  said  order,  or  for  other  use  than  for  school 
purpKwes.  By  subdivision  6  of  section  47,  article  0,  title  7  of  th^ 
Oon€»olidated  School  Tvaw  of  1804,  it  is  enacted  that  it  shall  be  the 
dutyofthetrusteeortnisteesof  every  school  districtand  they  shall 
have  power  to  "  have  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  district 
schoolhouse  or  houses,  their  sites  and  appurtenances."  Whether 
the  said  annual  school  meeting  voted  in  favor  of  or  against  permit- 
ting the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  for  any  other  than  school  purposes 
Is  wholly  immaterial,  and  the  action  of  the  meeting  was  but  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  those  present  and  voting,  and 
would  not  be  lawfully  binding  upon  the  trustee  of  the  district  any 
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more  than  a  vote  of  said  meeting  directing  the  trustees  to  employ 
as  teacher  a  person  named  bj  the  meeting,  or  that  the  trustee 
should  pay  a  sum  fixed  by  the  meeting  as  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  a  tencher.  The  school  law  gives  to  the  trustee  of  the  dis- 
trict the  custody  and  siife  keeping  of  the  schoolhouse,  etc.,  therein 
and  the  voters  of  the  district  can  not  change  the  powers  and 
duties  of  said  trustee  in  that  regard  by  any  action  they  may  take. 

Second.  As  to  w  hether  or  not  Mrs.  Mary  O'llara  signed  the  peti- 
tion against  permitting  the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  for  meetings  of 
said  order  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  petition. 
It  appears  that  Mrs.  O'Eara  has  signed  both  petitions.  The  erasure 
of  her  name  from  the  petition  against  such  use  of  the  schoolhouse 
would  not,  in  any  way,  affect  the  question  at  issue,  as  out  of  thirty- 
three  voters  expressing  their  wishes,  nine,  more  than  one-fourth, 
are  opposed  to  said  use  of  the  schoolhouse. 

Third,  As  to  w^hether  or  not  any  rent  has  been  paid  by  said  order 
for  its  use  of  the  schoolhoupe;  or  whether  the  order  has  paid  any 
part  of  the  compensation  of  the  janitor;  or  has  paid  for  fuel  and 
light  used  at  its  meetings;  or  allowed  the  school  to  use  the  organ 
owned  by  it,  etc.,  are  not,  nor  is  any  or  either  of  them,  material  in 
determining  the  question  at  issue. 

The  question  presented  herein  for  my  decision  is,  had  or  has  the 
trustee  of  school  district  No.  2,  town  of  Scriba,  Osw^ego  county, 
authority  under  the  school  law  to  permit  the  schoolhouse  of  said 
district  to  be  used  by  the  Ontario  Lodge  of  Independent  Order  of 
Good  Templars  for  holding  its  meetings. 

Public  schoolhouses  are  constructed  and  maintained  by  school 
districts  for  the  purpose  of  public  instruction  by  qualified  teachers 
in  the  schools  conducted  therein,  and  also  to  furnish  a  place  for  the 
holdincr  of  school  district  meetings. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  the  trustees  of  school 
districts  are  charged  with  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the 
district  schoolhouse  or  houses,  their  sites  and  appurtenances,  in 
the  respective  school  districts  for  the  purpose  of  public  instruction 
and  for  school  district  meetings. 

The  respondent  herein,  Cassius  IT.  Barnes,  as  sole  trustee  of 
school  district  No.  2,  town  of  Scriba,  Oswego  county,  under  the 
school  law,  is  the  custodian  of  the  schoolhouse,  site  and  appurten- 
ances in  said  district.  Such  schoolhouse,  etc.,  does  not  thereby 
become  his  property,  and  he  can  not  j)ut  it  to  any  use,  or  permit  it 
to  be  used  for  any  purpose  that  he  sees  fit.  His  custody  and  safe 
keeping  thereof  must  be  exercised  by  him  as  the  representative  of 
the  school  district,  and  for  school  purposes  only.  No  use  of  the 
schoolhouse  should  be  permitted  or  tolerated  by  him  which  does 
or  may  give  occasion  to  a  controversy  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district. 
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The  respondent  herein,  to  authorize  him  to  permit  the  use  of  the 
schoolhouse  for  any  other  tlian  for  school  purposes,  against  the 
objection  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  qualified  voters  in  said  district, 
must  find  some  provision  of  law  giving  him  such  authority. 

Under  section  52,  article  G,  title  7,  of  the  Consolidated  School 
Law  of  1894,  the  respondent  herein,  as  sole  trustee  of  said  district, 
has  authority  to  freely  permit  said  schoolhouse  therein,  when  not 
in  use  for  the  district  school,  to  be  used  by  persons  assembling 
therein  for  the  purx)ose  of  giving  and  receiving  instruction  in  any 
branch  of  education  or  learning,  or  the  science  or  practice  of  music. 

The  Ivcgislature  clearly  intended  by  the  use  of  the  words  "  in  any 
branch  of  education  or  learning  "  such  branches  of  education  or 
learning  as  are  taught  in  the  common  or  higher  grades  of  schools, 
and  in  academies,  colleges  and  universities. 

It  is  clear,  from  the  proofs  herein,  that  the  Ontario  Ix)dge  of 
Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  at  their  meetings,  do  not 
give,  nor  do  the  persons  assembled  thereat  receive,  instruction  in 
any  branch  of  education  or  learning  within  the  meaning  intended 
by  the  Legislature  as  contained  in  said  section  52. 

Superintendent  Draper  in  July,  1S87,  in  his  decision  of  an  appeal 
taken  to  him  where  the  question  was  presented  whether  a  district 
meeting  or  the  trustee  can,  over  the  objection  of  any  interested 
party,  let  school  property  for  use  at  certain  times  by  a  temperance 
lodge  or  society  said,  **  The  persons  who  were  pi^rmitted  to  use  it 
did  not  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and  receiving  instruc- 
tion, but  for  the  promotion  of  temperance.  However  laudable  the 
pui^pose  of  their  assembly,  it  is  not  a  purpose  recognized  by  the 
State.  I  am,  therefore,  of  Ihe  opinion  that  the  leasing  complained 
of  was  unlawful,  and  Ihat  the  apjjenl  must  l>e  sustained." 

It  is  clear  from  the  proofs  herein  that  not  only  the  objection 
of  one  interested  party  in  said  district  is  made  to  the  meetings  of 
said  order  in  said  schoolhouse,  but  that  nearly  one-third  of  the 
qualified  voters  of  said  district  object  to  said  use  of  said  school- 
house,  and  that  the  action  of  the  respondent  herein  in  permitting 
such  use  has  occasioned  a  controversy  among  the  inhabitants  of 
said  district.  This  Departm(»nt  has  uniformly  held  for  many  years, 
that  when  upon  appeal  it  is  established  that  a  school  building  is 
used  foranyotlu'r  purpose,  or  in  any  manner  whirh  interferes  with 
its  use  for  school  ])urposes,  or  giving  and  re(*eiving  instruction  in 
any  branch  of  education  or  learning,  or  the  science  or  practice  of 
music  or  where  there  are  ditTerences  of  opinion  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district  as  to  the  advisability  of  using  the  schoolhouse 
for  any  other  than  school  purposes,  or  when*  the  property  of  the 
district,  or  one  of  the  pupils  is  injured  by  such  use,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  t\w  State  SujK^rintendent  of  Public  Instniction  to  strictly 
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observe  and  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  governing 
the  matter. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered,  That  Cassius  H.  Barnes,  as  trustee  of  school  dis- 
trict No.  2,  town  of  Scriba,  Oswepfo  county,  forthwith  notify  said 
Ontario  Ix)dge  of  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  or  the 
officers  thereof  that  no  further  or  other  moetiugs  of  said  Ontario 
Lodge  of  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  shall  be  or  will  be 
permitted  to  be  held  in  the  schoolliouse  in  said  district,  and  that 
the  permission  and  consent  heretofore  given  by  him  that  said 
lodge  may  hold  its  meetings  therein  is  withdrawn,  cancelled  and 
revoked. 

It  is  further  ordered.  That  said  Cassius  IT.  Barnes,  as  such 
trustee,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  enjoined  and  restrained  from  per- 
mitting or  consenting  to  the  said  Ontario  Lodge  of  Independent 
Order  of  Good  Templars  meeting  in  or  holding  any  meetings  in 
said  schoolhouse  in  said  district,  from  and  after  tlie  day  or  date 
on  which  he  shall  receive  notice  of  mv  dt^cision  and  orders  herein. 


No.  4451 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Alkxandkii  II.  de  Clkucq  and 
Charles  O.  Niles,  as  Trustees  of  School  District  No.  7,  Town 
of  Cazenovia,  Madison  County,  from  Decision  of  Local  Board 
in  the  Matter  of  the  Alteration  of  School  District  No.  7,  and 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  10,  Town  of  Cazenovia,  Madison 
County. 

Where  It  clearly  appear*  that  the  essential.  If  not  the  only,  ground  of  an  order  taking 
territory  from  one  school  district  and  annexing  it  to  another  is  for  the  purpose  of  the 
equalization  of  the  Taluation;  held/that  to  ccnfirm  such  order  would  be  contrary  to 
public  policy  and  the  rulings  of  this  Department.  While  the  equalization  of  valuations 
may  properly  be  an  element  for  consideration  in  the  aUcration  of  school  districts  it 
should  not  be  the  controlling  one.  If  a  wealthy  school  district  desires  to  obtain  a  part 
of  the  territory  of  a  comparatively  weaker  district  for  the  sole  purpose  of  benefiting 
rach  wealthy  district  financially  and  such  desire  is  sanctioned  by  this  Department,  the 
result  will  be  a  constant  struggle  for  the  annexation  of  such  territory  and  the  people 
and  the  school  system  would  be  endlessly  involved  in  controversies  in  co:isequence 
thereof. 

(Decided  May  18,  U9«.) 

E.  N,  Wilaofiy  attorney  for  appellants. 

M.  H.  KUey,  attorney  for  respondents. 

On  or  about  December  24,  180.1,  Lincoln  A.  rarkliiirst,  school 
commissioner  of  the  second  commissioner  district  of  Madison 
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county,  on  tliu  tunsent  in  wriiinjj;;  of  Mie  tnislec*s,  constituting 
Ibe  board  of  education  of  Union  Free  ^ciiool  District  Ko.  10  of  the 
town  of  Cazenovia,  Madison  county,  tlie  trustees  of  school  district 
No.  7  of  the  town  of  Cazenovia,  Madison  count}-,  having  refused  to 
consent,  made  a  preliminary  order  altering  the  boundaries  of  said 
school  district  No.  7,  and  consequently  altering  the  boundaries  of 
said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  10,  by  setting  off  certain  terri- 
tory in  said  order  described  from  said  district  No.  7  to  said  dis- 
trict No.  10,  and  which  order  was  to  take  effect  on  April  15,  1896. 
That  on  said  December  24,  1805,  said  School  Commissioner  Park- 
hurst  gave  notice  in  writing  to  the  trustees  of  said  districts  Nos. 
7  and  10  of  said  order,  and  that  on  January  7,  180(j,  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  at  the  oOice  of  U.  J.  Kouse  in  Cazenovia,  he  or 
his  successor  will  attend  and  hear  objections  to  said  order  and 
proposed  alterations,  and  that  said  trustees  might  request  the 
supervisor  and  town  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  said  school  dis- 
tricts were  situated  to  be  associated  with  him  or  his  successor  in 
hearing  such  objections  and  coutirming  or  vacating  said  order. 
That  the  trustees  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  10  requested 
the  supervisor  and  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Cazenovia  to  be 
present  at  such  hearing  and  to  be  associated  with  the  school  com- 
missioner of  the  second  commissioner  district  of  Madison  county 
in  hearing  objections  and  in  deciding  to  confirm  or  vacate  said 
order.  That  on  .January  7,  1890,  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned 
in  said  notice  there  were  present  Commissioner  Farkhurst,  Super- 
visor Cook  and  Town  Clerk  Kouse,  comprising  the  local  board 
and  Trustees  De  Clercq  and  Niles,  representing  district  No.  7,  and 
Trustees  Irish  and  Loyster,  representing  district  No.  10,  when  said 
hearing  was  adjourned  to  January  15,  181)(),  and  on  that  day  fur- 
ther adjourned  to  January  30,  1800.  That  on  January  30,  1896, 
witnesses  were  sworn  and  examined  before  said  local  board,  and 
subsequently,  said  testimony  having' been  duly  considered,  said 
local  board,  by  the  aflirmative  vote  of  each  member  thereof,  con- 
firmed said  preliminary  order  of  said  School  Commissioner  Park- 
hurst. 

From  said  preliminary  order  and  the  action  of  the  said  local 
board  confirming  the  same,  Trustees  De  Clercq  and  Niles  of  said 
district  No.  7  have  appealed,  and  annexed  to  said  appeal  is  a 
copy  of  the  testimony  taken  before  said  local  board. 

The  respondents  lierein,  School  Commissioner  Parkhurst, 
Supervisor  Cook  and  Town  Clerk  Kouse,  have  filed  a  statement 
in  which  they  concur  in  the  facts,  maps  and  exhibits  served  upon 
them  by  the  appellants  herein. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  filed  herein  that  prior  to  December 
24,  1895,  the  territory  comprising  school  district  No.  7,  of  Caze- 
novia, consisted  of  farming  lands,  excepting  a  portion  thereof 
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containing  about  15U  acres  of  land,  described  in  said  preliminary 
order  of  Commissioner  Parkhurst,  adjoining  Cazenovia  lake,  upon 
which  territory  there  have  been  erected  summer  residences, 
owned  by  ten  or  twelve  persons;  that  the  aggregate  assessed  valu- 
ation of  said  district  was  |222,G75,  and  there  were  thirty-six  per- 
sons therein  who  are  taxed,  eight  of  whom  reside  upon  the  150 
acres  proposed  to  be  taken  from  said  district,  and  none  of  them 
have  children;  that  of  the  twenty -eight  taxpayers  not  residing 
upon  the  said  150  acres,  there  are  only  five  or  six  having  children 
attending  school;  that  the  aggregate  assessment  of  ten  of  said 
twenty-eight  taxpayers,  having  the  lowest  assessment,  is  |2,500, 
leaving  the  remaining  eighteen  to  pay  the  bulk  of  the  taxes,  and  of 
these  but  three  have  children  attending  the  school;  that  the  tax 
assessed  in  the  district  for  school  purposes  is  .1055  on  |100;  that 
the  schoolhouse  of  the  district  is  conveniently  located  for  all 
parts  of  the  district,  and  in  good  condition  and  well  furnished, 
and  containing  an  organ,  chart,  maps,  globes,  a  library  of  245 
volumes,  etc.,  etc.;  that  three  terms  of  school  of  twelve  weeks 
each  have  been  maintained  in  the  school  year;  that  there  were 
forty-one  children  of  school  age  in  the  district,  with  a  registration 
of  twenty-six,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  about  twenty- 
one. 

That  Union  Free  School  District  No.  10  of  the  town  of  Cazenovia 
embraced  within  its  boundaries  a  large  portion  of  the  village  of 
Cazenovia,  which  village  has  a  population  of  about  1,800,  and  had 
an  aggregate  assessed  valuation  of  f 81G,0G1 ;  that  the  number  of 
children  of  school  age  residing  therein  was  397,  of  which  327  were 
registered,  and  eight  teachers  were  employed  in  the  schools 
therein. 

It  also  appears  that  there  were  but  two  children  of  school  age 
residing  upon  the  150  acres  of  land  proposed  to  be  set  off  from 
district  No.  7  to  district  No.  10,  viz. :  The  children  of  one  Dean,  a 
tenant  upon  the  property  of  L.  M.  Ledyard,  which  children  attend 
school  in  district  No.  10. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  aggregate  assessed  valuation  of  the  par- 
cel of  150  acres,  proposed  to  be  set  off  from  district  No.  7  to  dis- 
trict No.  10  is  1133,700,  which  would  leave  in  district  No.  7  an  ag- 
gregate assessed  valuation  of  f  88,975,  and  increase  that  of  district 
No.  10  to  the  sum  of  $977,701. 

It  is  clear  that  if  the  action  of  the  local  board  and  the  order 
of  Commissioner  Parkhurst  be  affirmed,  the  tax  rate  for  school 
purposes  in  district  No.  7  would  be  increased  from  .1055  on  flOO 
to  about  30  cents  on  |100,  or  about  three  times  as  much,  while 
that  in  district  No.  10  would  be  diminished. 

No  proof  is  made  herein  that  any  qualified  voter  or  taxpayer 
in  said  district  No.  7  has  requested  that  said  parcel  of  150  acres, 
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or  any  part  of  said  district  be  set  off  into  said  district  No.  10,  not 
even  Dean,  the  tenant,  who  sends  his  two  children  to  the  scliool 
in  district  No.  10.  On  the  contrary  it  appears  that  said  voters 
and  taxpayers,  including  the  owners  of  the  parcel  of  150  acres 
proposed  to  be  set  off,  are  opposed  to  the  alteration  of  district  No. 
7  as  set  out  in  the  order  of  Connnissiouer  rarkhurst.  Of  the 
witnesses  produced  and  examined  before  the  local  board  all  but 
one,  H.  F.  Ludlow,  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  district 
No.  10,  were  opposed  to  the  proposed  alteration,  and  each  testilied 
that  he  knew  of  no  one  in  district  No.  7  who  was  in  favor  of  said 
alteration.  The  witnesses  opposed  to  said  alteration  of  district 
No.  7  stated  as  the  grounds  of  their  opposition  that  it  would  not 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  school  in  the  district  and  would 
result  in  shortening  the  term  of  the  school  in  the  school  year,  and 
greatly  increase  the  rate  of  taxation  for  school  purposes  in  the 
district. 

H.  F.  Ludlow,  the  sole  witness  examined  on  behalf  of  the  said 
alteration,  was  asked,  "  If  the  proposed  alteration  is  made,  what 
effect  would  it  have  on  school  district  No.  7,  in  your  judgment,  as 
an  educator?"  an(^answered,  **lt  would  make  it  cost  more;  it  would 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  people."  To  the  question,  *'  What 
effect  would  it  have  on  No.  10?^  he  answered,  *'  It  would  help, 
financially."  It  is  not  shown  that  the  said  order  has  been  made 
for  the  convenience  or  benefit  of  residents  of  district  No.  7,  or  of 
the  residents  of  the  territory  affected,  nor  will  it  enlarge  their 
school  privileges.  The  residents  of  district  No.  7  and  of  the  tern- 
tory  therein  to  be  affected  protest  against  it.  The  ouly  party  who 
desires  the  alteration  is  the  board  of  education  of  Tnion  Free 
School  District  No.  10,  which  district  will  be  benelited,  lluancially, 
by  having  added  to  it  property  of  the  aggregate  assessed  valua- 
tion of  ?133,700. 

While  in  comparison  with  a  great  number  of  school  districts  in 
the  State,  and  of  twelve  of  the  districts  in  the  town  of  Cazenovia, 
district  No.  7  is  financially  strong,  it  is,  as  com{)ared  with  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  10  a  weak  district.  Said  district  No.  7 
is  largely  a  farming  community  and  was  so  when  said  district  was 
formed.  The  parcel  of  150  acres  proposed  to  be  annc^xed  to  dis- 
trict No.  10  has  increased  in  value  by  reason  of  the  summer  resi- 
dences erected  thereon  and  the  decoration  of  the  giouuds  con- 
nected with  such  residences.  District  No.  10  embraces  within  its 
boundaries  a  large  portion  of  the  village  of  Cazenovia,  a  village 
increasing  yearly  in  business  and  wealth. 

It  is  against  the  settled  policy  of  this  Department  to  allow 
property  to  be  transferred  from  a  comparatively  weak  district 
to  a  stronger  one  when  it  is  not  clearly  shown  that  it  will  give 
better  school  facilities  and  increased  convenience  to  the  persons 
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occupyinj?  the  transferred  territory.  The  only  children  of  school 
age  residinp:  upon  the  territory  sought  to  be  transferred  are 
the  two  children  of  the  tenant  Dean,  and  he  sends,  by  choice  or 
preference,  said  children  to  the  school  in  district  No.  10.  This  De- 
partment has  held  that  the  mere  choice  or  preference  of  a  resi- 
dent to  send  his  children  to  a  school  out  of  the  district  in  which 
he  resides,  rather  than  to  one  in  his  district,  is  not  sufficient  rea- 
son for  transferring  him  or  his  lands.  In  the  hearing  before  the 
local  board  the  witness,  Ludlow,  put  in  evidence  a  statement  of 
the  aggregate  assessed  valuation  of  the  twelve  other  school  dis- 
tricts in  the  town  of  Cazenovia  as  proof  that,  if  the  proposed  order 
of  Commissioner  Parkhurst  became  effective,  the  aggregate  as- 
sessed valuation  of  district  No.  7  would  then  be  in  excess  of  eleven 
of  the  other  districts  in  said  town. 

It  seems  clear  that  the  essential,  if  not  the  only  ground  of  the 
said  proposed  order  of  Commissioner  Parkhurst,  for  annexing 
said  territory  to  district  No.  10  was  for  the  purpose  of  the  equali- 
zation of  valuations. 

This  Department  has  held  that  wiiile  the  equalization  of  valua- 
tions may  properly  be  an  element  for  consideration  in  the  altera- 
tion of  school  districts  it  should  not  be  the  controlling  one. 

Superintendent  Draper,  in  a  decision  rendered  by  him  on  No- 
vember 18,  1880,  said:  "  In  any  event  I  am  not  prepared  to  give 
sanction  to  the  proposition  that  school  districts  should  be  changed 
only  for  the  purpose  of  equalization  of  valuations."  I  concur  in 
such  decision  of  Superintendent  Draper. 

In  my  opinion,  if  a  wealthy  scliool  distric^t  desires  to  obtain  a 
part  of  the  territory  of  a  comparatively  weaker  district  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  benefiting  such  w-ealthy  district  financially,  and 
said  desire  is  sanctioned  by  this  Department,  the  result  will  be  a 
constant  struggle  for  the  annexation  of  such  territory,  and  the  peo- 
ple and  the  school  system  would  be  endlessly  involved  in  contro- 
versy in  consequence  thereof. 

To  confirm  said  preliminary  order  and  the  action  of  the  local 
board  herein  would  be  contrary  to  public  policy  and  the  rulings  of 
this  Department. 

The  appeal  herein  should  be  sustained,  and  the  said  preliminary 
order  and  the  action  of  said  local  board  confirmatory  thereof, 
vacated  and  set  aside. 

The  papers  filed  herein  do  not  show  that  any  confirmatory  order 
was  made.  si<j:ned  and  filed.  After  the  action  of  said  local  board 
the  school  commissioner  should  have  made  and  filed  a  final  order, 
or  the  order  of  alteration.  The  action  of  the  local  board  did  not 
make  the  alteration ;  the  preliminary  order  was  inchoate,  and  of  no 
effect  whatever  until  it  was  dulv  confirmed  bv  the  local  board; 
the  confirmatory  order  makes  the  alteration,  and  the  school  com- 
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missioner  should  have  made  such  order  reciting  therein  the  pre- 
liminary order,  and  all  the  proceedings  taken  thereafter,  including 
the  action  of  the  local  board,  and  concluding  with  the  final  order 
of  alteration  made  by  the  school  commissioner,  the  said  local 
board  uniting  with  him  and  signing  such  confirmatory  or  final 
order. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered.  That  the  said  preliminary  order  made  by  said 
School  Commissioner  Parkhurst,  dated  on  or  about  December  24, 
1895,  and  the  action  or  decision  of  the  said  local  board,  on  or  about 
January  30,  189G,  confirming  said  preliminary  order,  be,  and  the 
same  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  hereby  vacated  and  set  aside. 


No.  4453 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Fisher,  William  Madden, 
Michael  J.  Jackson,  Joseph  Silk  and  Walter  F.  Jeffers, 
Individually  and  as  Trustees  of  and  Composing  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Union  Free  School  District  Ko.  1,  Town  of  East 
Chester,  Westchester  County,  v.  Walter  S.  Allerton,  School 
Commissioner,  First  Commissioner  District,  Westchester 
County.  Charles  Dusenberuy,  Jr.,  and  Others  v.  Walter 
S.  Allerton,  School  Commissioner,  etc. 

A  school  commissioner  has  no  Jurisdiction  to  alter  a  school  district  until  the  trustees 
thereof  have  been  asked  and  have  given,  or  refused  to  give,  their  consent;  a  pre- 
liminary order  altering  or  dividing  the  school  district  or  erecting  a  new  district,  Is 
simply  a  step  in  the  proceeding.  It  Is  the  confirmatory  order  by  which  the  district  Is 
altered  or  divided  or  the  new  district  is  erected.  School  commissioners  have  no  power 
to  alter  or  divide  school  districts  upon  which  there  Is  aji  outstanding  bonded  Indebted- 
ness. 

(Decided  June  8,  1896.) 

Herbert  D.  Lent,  attorney  for  appellants. 

The  two  above-entitled  appeals  are  taken  from  an  order  made 
by  Walter  S.  Allerton,  school  commissioner,  first  school  commis- 
sioner district  of  Westchester  county,  altering  or  dividing  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  1,  town  of  East  Chester,  Westchester 
county,  by  taking  certain  territory  therefrom  and  forming  a  new 
school  district  to  be  known  as  district  No.  3,  town  of  East  Chester, 
Westchester  county. 

The  two  appeals  being  from  the  same  order,  they  are  consoli- 
dated and  are  examined  and  decided  as  one  appeal. 

The  principal  ground  upon  which  said  appeals  are  brought  is, 
that  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  order,  altering  or  dividing 
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said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  town  of  East  Chester,  said 
district  had  a  bonded  indebtedness  outstanding. 
The  following  facts  are  established  by  the  proofs  filed  herein: 
That  at  the  annual  school  meeting  in  said  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  1,  East  Chester,  held  on  August  G,  1895,  a  resolution 
was  duly  adopted  to  raise  by  tax  the  sum  of  ?2o,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purcliasing  a  schoolhouse  site  and  erecting  a  schoolhouse 
thereon,  and  that  said  tax  be  levied  and  collected  by  installments; 
that  the  board  of  education  of  said  district,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  school  law,  gave  public  notice  that  bonds  for  said 
125,000  would  be  sold  on  January  27,1800, said  bonds  to  bear  inter- 
est from  March  1, 1800,  and  to  be  delivered  on  or  about  that  date; 
that  on  January  27,  180(5,  the  Hank  of  Mount  Vernon  submitted 
to  said  board  of  education  a  bid  for  said  bonds;  that  by  reason 
of  an  injunction  granted  by  the  Supreme  Court  restraining  the 
sale  of  said  bonds  no  action  was  taken  by  said  board  of  education 
upon  bids  received  for  said  bonds  until  February  10,  180G  (said 
injunction  having  been  vacated  on  February  7,  1800),  when  said 
board  notified  said  bank  that  its  bid  had  been  accepted  and  said 
bonds  awarded  to  it,  and  that  said  bonds  would  be  delivered 
to  said  bank  on  or  about  ^larch  1,  1800;  that  on  March  4,  1800, 
said  board  of  education  delivered  said  bonds  amounting  to  f25,- 
000  to  said  Bank  of  Blount  Vernon,  and  received  from  said  bank 
therefor  the  sum  of  $25,400,  being  the  face  thereof  and  the  pre- 
mium thereon;  that  on  or  about  February  10  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  respondent,  School  Commissioner  Allerton,  asking 
him  to  alter  or  divide  said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1  by 
taking  therefrom  certain  territory  and  erecting  said  territory 
into  a  new  school  district;  that  on  February  1.*^,  1800,  said  Com- 
missioner Allerton  wrote  to  the  president  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  informing  him  of 
the  filing  of  said  petition  and  asking  if  the  trustees  would  con- 
sent to  the  erection  of  the  proposed  new  district,  and  on  March 
4,  1800,  said  Allerton  received  a  letter  from  said  board  dat(»d 
March  2, 1800,  informing  him  that  said  board  had  refused  to  give 
its  consent;  that  on  ^larch  0,  1800,  said  Commissioner  Allerton 
made  a  preliminary  order  erecting  said  new  school  district,  to  be 
known  as  district  No.  .S,  East  Chc^ster,  to  be  composed  of  territory 
theretofore  contained  in  said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
and  reciting  therein  that  the  trustees  of  said  district  did  not 
consent  to  said  order,  and  which  order  was  filed  with  the  town 
clerk  of  the  town  of  East  Chester;  that  on  March  14,  1800,  said 
Allerton  gave  notice  in  writing  to  the  trustees  of  said  district 
No.  1,  East  Chester,  that  on  March  25,  1800,  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening  he  would  attend  at  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  of  the 
town  of  East  Chester,  at  Tuckahoe,  to  hear  objections  to  the 
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erection  of  said  new  school  district;  that  in  pursuance  of  said 
notice  tlie  said  AUerton  did  attend  at  the  time  and  place  stated 
in  said  notice,  and  due  opportunity  was  given  to  all  persons  who 
desired  to  be  heard  to  present  their  objections,  and  all  such  per- 
sons were  heard,  the  principal  objection  as  stated  beinj?  that 
said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  East  Chester,  could  not 
be  lejrally  altered  or  divided,  as  there  was  upon  said  district  an 
outstandiuj?  bonded  indebtedness;  that  afterward  said  Commis- 
sioner Allerton  decided  to  confirm  said  preliminary  order  made 
by  him  on  March  6,  18l)(),  and  made  his  confirmatory  order  dated 
March  25,  1800,  erecting  said  now  school  district  out  of  territory 
theretofore  contained  in  said  district  No.  1,  thereby  consequently 
altering  and  dividing  said  district  No.  1,  which  confirmatory  order 
was  to  take  effect  on  June  10,  ISOfi,  and  which  order  was  filed 
with  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  East  Chester  on  March  31, 
1 800. 

Section  30  of  article  5,  title  8,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1804,  among  other  things,  enacts  "  And  the  school  commis- 
sioner having  jurisdiction  may  alter  any  union  free  school  district 
whose  limits  do  not  correspond  with  those  of  any  incorporated 
village  or  city,  in  the  manner  provided  by  title  0  of  this  act,  but 
no  such  district  shall  be  altered  or  divided  upon  which  there  is  an 
outstanding  bonded  indebtedness." 

In  section  0,  title  0,  of  said  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894, 
it  is  enacted:  *' ITe  (school  commissioner)  may  alter  the  bound- 
aries of  any  union  free  school  district  whose  limits  do  not  cor- 
respond with  those  of  any  city  or  incorporated  village,  in  like 
manner  as  alterations  of  common  school  districts  may  be  made 
as  herein  provided;  but  no  school  district  shall  be  altered  or  di- 
vided whicli  has  any  bonded  indebtedness  outstanding." 

The  application  to  Commissioner  Allerton  to  alter  or  divide  said 
district  No.  1  by  taking  therefrom  certain  territory  and  erecting 
said  territory  into  a  \w\v  school  district,  was  made  about  February 
10,  1800,  but  it  was  not  until  ^Larch  4,  1800,  that  he  was  informed 
by  the  trustees  of  said  distri(*t  No.  1  that  they  refused  their  consent 
to  such  alteration  of  their  district. 

This  Department  has  held  that  a  school  commissioner  has  no 
jurisdiction  to  alter  a  school  district  until  the  trustees  thereof 
have  been  asked  and  have  given,  or  n^fused  to  give  their  consent. 
Commissioner  Allei'ton,  thcTcfore,  had  no  jurisdiction  to  make  any 
order  in  the  premises  until  March  4,  1800,  and  it  appears  he  did 
not  make  any  order  until  March  0, 1800. 

It  is  clear  tliat  on  March  4,  1800,  there  was  upon  said  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  1,  East  Chester,  an  outstanding  bonded 
indebtedness,  and  that  said  district  had  a  bonded  indebtedness 
outstanding  of  |25,000,  and,  therefore,   under  the  proyisions 


Decisions  in  Appeal  Cases  109 

of  the  school  law,  said  Commissioner  Allei-ton  was  forbidden  to 
alter  or  divide  said  district. 

The  preliminary  order  of  March  6,  189G,  did  not  alter  or  divide 
said  district  or  erect  a  new  district,  but  was  inchoate,  simply  a 
step  in  the  proceeding,  and  of  no  elTect  whatever  until  the  same 
was  confirmed  by  his  action,  or  that  of  the  local  board,  if  the  super- 
visor and  town  clerk  were  associated  with  the  commissioner  upon 
the  hearing  of  objections,  at  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  district 
No.  1,  under  the  provisions  of  the  school  law. 

It  was  the  confirmatory  order  of  March  25,  1S9G,  which,  by  its 
terms,  was  not  to  take  effect  until  June  10,  1800;  that  said  altera- 
tion or  division  of  said  district,  and  the  erection  of  the  new  district, 
could  be  made  and  become  operative,  and  on  and  since  March  4, 
1896,  said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  East  Chester,  had 
and  has  a  bonded  indebtednetss  outstanding. 

As  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  prohibited  the  alteration 
or  division  of  said  school  district,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary 
to  consider  any  other  question  presented  by  the  appeals  herein. 

The  appeals  are  sustained. 

It  is  ordered,  Tliat  the  preliminary  order  made  by  Walter  S. 
Allerton,  school  commissioner,  on  ^larch  (>,  ISOO,  and  the  confirm- 
atory order  made  by  him  on  Marcli  25,  181)0,  altering  and  dividing 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  town  of  East  (.^lu'ster,  Westches- 
ter county,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  school  district,  to  be  known 
as  school  district  No.  3,  town  of  East  Chester,  Westchester  county, 
out  of  territory  heretofore  contained  in  said  Union  Frtn*  School 
District  No.  1,  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  hereby  vacated  and  set 
aside. 


No.  4455 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Loiis  Potter  r.  Jonx  G.  Pavek, 
Edward  P.  Cloxan  and  Noaii  Brooks,  Trustees,  School  Dis- 
trict No.  4,  Town  of  Highlands,  Orange  County. 

Neither  the  trustees  of-a  school  district  nor  the  quallflod  votors  therein  have  the  lawful 
authority  to  assume  or  to  decide  that  a  school  district  ofTlcer  who  has  been  cloci.od  by 
the  form  or  color  of  an  election  Is  not  oliixible  to  hold  the  office  to  which  he  was 
elected.  Where  a  person  was  elected  collector  of  a  school  district  and  aocoptcd  the 
office  a  Tacancy  in  such  office  can  not  arise  except  by  an  order  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent declaring  the  person  inell(*'lblo  to  hold  the  ofTicc  or  that  ho  was  not  duly  and 
legally  elected,  or  where  such  person  files  a  written  resignation  of  such  office.  Any 
appointment  by  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  eupply  a  vacancy  roust  be  in  writing 
and  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  district. 

(Decided  June  8»  1896.) 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  appellant  in  the  above-entitled  matter 
from  the  action  of  the  respondents,  Pavek  and  Clonan,  two  of  the 
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trustees  of  school  district  No.  4,  town  of  Highlands,  Orange 
county,  in  appointiug  one  John  Weyaul  as  collector  of  said  district, 
the  appellant  alleging  in  bis  appeal  that  he  was  elected  collector 
of  said  district  at  tlie  annual  school  meeting  held  therein,  on 
August  0, 1895,  and  that  he  duly  accepted  the  ofl\ce  and  has  been 
ready  and  willing  to  lile  his  bond  and  perfonn  the  duties  thereof, 
and  has  never  resigned  said  office. 

Trustees  Pavek  and  Clonan  have  tiled  their  answer  to  said 
appeal. 

It  appears  from  pleadings  and  j)roofs  filed  herein  that  at  the 
annual  school  meeting,  held  in  said  district  No.  4,  on  August  6, 
1805,  the  appellant  was  nominated  by  the  respondent,  Clonan,  for 
the  office  of  collector,  and  the  appellant  being  present  at  said  meet- 
ing stated  that  he  did  not  want  the  oflice,  but  being  persuaded  by 
said  Clonan,  the  appellant  consented  to  serve,  and  was  thereupon 
elected  at  said  meeting  collector  of  said  district;  that  a  special 
meeting  of  said  district  was  held  on  August  31,  1895,  and  after 
the  business  of  the  meeting  had  been  transacted,  one  Laurence 
Gibney  stated  in  substance  that  the  district  had  no  collector  as 
the  one  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  was  ineligible,  not  being  able 
to  read  and  write,  whereupon  the  appellant  replied  in  substance 
that,  at  the  annual  meeting  he  stated  he  did  not  want  the  office, 
but  the  meeting  put  it  on  him  and  he  accepted;  that  he  did  not 
want  the  ofVice  and  to  appoint  their  man,  that  he  wanted  to  settle 
with  the  district;  that  on  J^^eptember  24,  1895,  said  Pavek  and 
Clonan,  without  any  notice  to  the  appellant,  appointed  John  Wey- 
ant  collector  of  said  district;  that  on  or  about  March  4,  1896,  said 
trustees  delivered  to  said  Weyant  the  tax-list  of  the  district,  and 
on  or  about  March  18,  189G,  the  appellant  brought  his  appeal 
herein. 

The  principal  contention  in  the  affidavits  filed  are  as  to  what 
w^as  said  by  the  appellant  at  the  time  of  the  s])ecial  school  meet- 
ing on  August  31,  1895,  after  the  statement  made  by  Gibney.  It 
is  not  material  as  to  what  the  appellant  did  say.  The  meeting 
was  a  special  meeting  and  no  business  could  be  legally  done  ex- 
cept that  specified  in  the  notice.  The  meetmg  had  no  legal 
authority  to  accept  the  resignation  of  the  appellant  or  to  elect  his 
successor.  The  appellant  was  duly  elected  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict at  the  annual  school  meeting  on  August  (J,  1895,  and  accepted 
the  office,  and  until  he  made  and  delivered  his  resignation  in 
writing  to  the  trustees  of  the  district,  and  sucli  resignation  was 
accepted  by  them  and  filed  with  the  district  clerk,  or  he  failed 
to  make  and  deliver,  when  notified,  his  bond  as  collector,  as  re- 
quired by  the  school  law-,  or  he  was  removed  from  office  by  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  he  continued  to  be 
collector  of  the  district,  no  matter  what  he  might  have  stated 
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orally  subsequent  to  the  nieetiu^  at  which  he  was  elected  about 
not  desiring  the  office,  or  that  he  wished  to  resign,  etc.,  etc. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  the  appellant  ever  made  and  delivered 
to  said  trustees  his  resignation  in  writing,  of  the  office  of  collector, 
nor  that  he  was  ever  requested  by  the  trustees  to  file  a  bond  as 
such  collector,  and  neglected  or  refused  to  file  said  bond,  or  that 
he  has  been  removed  from  office  as  collector  by  any  order  or 
decision  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Hence 
the  appellant  is  still  the  collector  of  said  district,  and  any  action 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  said  district,  assuming  or  deciding 
that  the  appellant  had  resigned  as  collector,  or  that  there  was 
a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  collector  in  said  district,  or  in  filling 
such  alleged  vacancy  in  said  office  was,  and  were,  without  author- 
ity of  law  and  void. 

From  the  statements  made  by  Gibney  at  the  time  of  the  special 
meeting  of  August  31, 189G,  it  would  seem  that  it  was  claimed  that 
the  appellant  could  not  read  and  write,  and  was,  therefore,  ineligi- 
ble to  hold  any  school  district  office.  Assuming  for  the  purpose 
of  argument  that  the  appellant  could  not  read  and  write,  under 
the  school  law,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
is  the  only  person  who  can  determine  the  question  of  the  eligibil- 
ity of  the  appellant  to  hold  said  office.  The  question  of  such 
eligibility  can  be  raised  by  an  appeal  from  the  election  of  appel- 
lant as  such  collector,  and  the  appellant  having  been  duly  elected, 
can  not  be  removed  from  such  office  except  by  an  order  of  the 
State  Superintendent.  The  voters  of  said  district,  or  the  trus- 
tees thereof,  have  no  authority  to  decide  or  act  upon  that  question. 

It  also  appears  that  had  there  been  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
collector,  and  had  the  trustees  lawful  authority  to  fill  it,  no  ap- 
pointment to  fill  such  vacancy  has  ever  been  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  said  district,  as  required  by  the  school  law. 

Under  the  school  law,  the  trustees  of  said  school  district  com- 
posed a  board,  and  every  power  committed  to  said  trustees  by  the 
school  law  must  be  exercised  by  the  board.  The  board  must  meet 
for  the  transaction  of  business  in  accordance  with  notice  of  time 
and  place,  and  such  notice  should  not  be  less  than  one  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  Said  trustees  should  notify  the  district  clerk  of  every 
meeting  of  the  board,  and  the  clerk  should  be  present  and  keep  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  said  meetings  in  a  book  provided 
for  that  purpose.  It  would  seem  that  the  trustees  of  said  district 
have  not  complied  with  said  provisions  of  law.  Trustee  Brooks 
alleges  in  his  affidavit  that  he  was  not  notified  or  advised  of  any 
meeting  of  said  trustees  to  take  action  on  the  alleged  resignation 
of  the  appellant  as  collector,  or  the  appointment  of  Weyant  as  a 
successor  to  appellant  as  collector,  or  to  transact  any  other  busi- 
ness sinoe  August  6, 1896. 
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The  appeal  herein  is  sustaiued. 

It  is  ordered,  That  the  action  and  proceedings  had  and  taken 
by  the  respondents  herein,  Messrs.  Pavek  and  Clonan,  as  trustees 
of  said  district  No.  4,  town  of  Highlands,  Orange  county,  on  Sep- 
tember 24,  1895,  in  appointing  one  John  Weyant  as  collector  of 
said  school  district  to  fill  an  alleged  vacancy  in  said  office  by  the 
alleged  or  assumed  resignation  of  the  appellant  herein,  Louis  Pot- 
ter, as  such  collector,  be,  and  the  same  h(»reby  are,  vacated  and  set 
aside  as  illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  said  trustees  of  said  school  district 
forthwith  demand  of  said  Jolin  Weyant  tlie  tax-list  and  warrant 
issued  to  him  by  them;  and  that  the  same  be  issued  and  delivered 
by  them  to  the  appellant,  Louis  Potter,  as  collector  of  said  dis- 
trict. 


No.  4460  ! 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Franklin  D.  Morgan  and 
Another  v.  Board  of  Education  of  Union  Free  School  Dis- 
trict No.  4,  Town  of  Winfield,  Herkimer  County. 

Where  a  minor,  with  the  consent  of  her  father,  resides  with  a  family  in  a  school  district 
such  residence  with  such  family,  being  in  accordance  with  the  request  and  wish  of  her 
deceased  mother,  held  that  it  is  not  a  temporary  arrangement  in  order  to  secure  the 
advantages  of  the  school  In  the  district,  but  on  the  contrary  Is  Intended  to  be  per- 
manent, and,  under  a  long  line  of  decisions  of  this  Department,  such  minor  is  a 
resident  of  the  school  district  and  entitled  to  attend  the  school  therein  without  the  pay' 
ment  of  tuition. 

(Decided  June  24.  1896.) 

J.  D.  Beckicithy  attorney  for  appellants. 

Smith  d  ThomaSy  attorneys  for  respondents. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter  ai)peal  from  the 
action  and  decision  of  the  respondents  in  refusing  to  admit  one 
Mary  L.  Lane,  a  child  of  school  age  residing  with  the  appellants, 
into  the  school  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  4,  town  of  Win- 
field,  Herkimer  county,  without  the  payment  of  tuition. 
From  the  papers  filed  herein  the  following  facts  are  established: 
That  the  appellant,  Franklin  D.  Morgan,  is  a  resident  of  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  4,  town  of  Winfit^ld,  Herkimer  county, 
and  a  freeholder  and  taxpayer  therein,  and  the  appellant,  Rose 
R.  Morgan,  is  his  wife;  that  prior  to  August  28,  181)5,  there  re- 
sided in  South  Framingham,  State  of  Massacliusetts,  one  Charles 
D.  Lane  and  his  wife  Hulda  Lane  and  a  daughter  ^lary  L.  Lane, 
then  about  eleven  years  of  age,  and  another  daughter  older  than 
said  Mary;  that  prior  to  said  August  28, 1895,  said  wife  of  Charles 
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D.  Lane  was  ill,  and  informed  the  appellants  that  if  anything  hap- 
pened to  her,  and  her  little  girls  became  motherless,  the  appel- 
lants were  to  have  said  Marj  as  their  own;  that  said  Hulda  Lane 
thereafter  died,  and  on  August  29,  1895,  said  Marj  came  to  the 
residence  of  the  appellants  in  said  school  district  to  reside  with 
them,  and  still  is  residing  with  them;  that  on  August  28,  1895^ 
said  Charles  D.  Lane,  the  father  of  Mary  L.  Lane,  executed  and 
delivered  to  the  appellants  herein  a  paper  of  which  the  follojtring 
is  a  copy,  viz.:  "South  Framingham,  Mass.,  August  28,  1895. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I,  Charles  D.  Lane,  father  of  Mary  L.  Lane, 
do  give  to  F.  D.  Morgan  and  wife  said  Mary  L.  Lane,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  making  a  home  for  said  child  so  long  as  it  may  be 
satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned;  said  F.  D.  Morgan  and  wife 
to  maintain,  support  and  care  for  her  as  their  own  child,  and  her 
relatives  not  to  interfere  at  all  in  regard  to  the  same.  Charles 
D.  Lane."  That  since  said  August  29,  1895,  the  said  Mary  L. 
Lane  has  resided  with  the  appellants,  and  has  made  it  her  home 
with  them,  and  has  been  maintained,  supported  and  cared  for  by 
them  as  their  own  child,  and  they  intend  in  good  faith  to  main- 
tain, support  and  care  for  her  in  the  future  as  their  own  child; 
that  the  said  Mary  did  not  come  into  said  district  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  the  public  schools  therein,  jind  that  appellants  are 
abundantly  able  to  properly  maintain,  support  and  care  for  her; 
that  during  the  most  of  the  time  the  said  Mary  has  so  resided  with 
the  appellants,  and  until  about  May  1, 1896,  she  has  attended  the 
school  in  said  district  free;  that  on  or  about  the  last  Saturday  of 
April,  1896,  the  respondent  herein,  at  a  meeting,  passed  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  said  Mary  L.  Lane  be  refused  admission 
to  the  public  schools  in  said  district  gratuitously,  and  thereafter, 
and  on  or  about  Wednesday  of  the  following  week  the  president 
of  the  respondent  notified  the  appellant  of  said  action  of  respond- 
ent, and  that  the  said  Mary  would  be  sent  home  from  school  the 
next  morning  unless  her  tuition  was  paid,  and  thereupon  the 
appellants  kept  her  at  home  and  brought  the  appeal  herein. 

Annexed  to  the  answer  of  the  respondent  are  the  affidavits  of 
Z.  L  Downing  and  Ann  Thomas.  The  said  Downing  alleges  that 
in  or  about  the  month  of  December,  1895,  or  January,  1896,  he  had 
a  conversation  with  the  appellant,  Rose  R.  Morgan,  in  which  she 
said  to  him  that  she  and  her  husband  had  not  adopted  the  said 
Mary  L.  Lane  and  did  not  know  as  they  would  keep  her,  and  ex- 
pected and  intended  to  return  her  to  her  father;  that  the  said  Ann 
Thomas  alleges  that  on  or  about  the  month  of  February,  1896, 
she  had  a  conversation  with  the  said  Rose  R.  Morgan  at  and  in 
which  she  said  that  she  and  her  husband  did  not  intend  to  keep 
said  Mary  much  longer;  did  not  know  how  much  longer  she 

8 


114  Department  of  Public  Instruction 

would  stay,  and  did  not  know  sh(»  would  stay  a  day,  week  or 
month,  and  they  expected  and  inteijded  to  return  her  to  her 
father.  The  ai)pellant8  in  thoir  reply  to  said  answer  deny  that 
they  do  not  intend  to  keep  said  Mary  with  them  or  make  her  resi- 
dence there  permanent,  and  deny  that  they  contemplate,  and  have 
for  some  time  contemplated,  returning  her  to  her  father,  and 
allege  that  they  intend  in  good  faith  to  maintain,  support  and 
care  for  the  said  Mary  in  future  as  their  own  child,  and  make  a 
home  for  her,  all  of  which  thev  are  better  able  to  do  than  is  her 
father;  that  the  appellant.  Rose  11.  Morgan,  denies  that  she  said 
to  said  Downing  that  she  and  her  husband  did  not  know  as  they 
would  keep  said  ^lary  and  expected  and  intended  to  return  her  to 
her  father,  and  she  denies  that  in  or  about  the  month  of  February, 
1S9G,  she  stated  to  Ann  Thomas  that  she  and  her  husband  did  not 
intend  to  keep  said  Mary  much  longer,  but  expected  and  intended 
to  return  her  to  her  father. 

Annexed  to  said  reply- is  an  affidavit  of  the  said  Mary  L.  Lane, 
in  which  she  alleges,  in  substance,  that  she  is  12  years  of  age, 
and  since  August  2!),  1SI)5,  has  lived  and  made  her  home  with  the 
appellants  herein;  that  during  all  that  time  they  have  cared  and 
provided  for  her  a  good,  comfortable  home  and  treated  her  as 
their  own  child,  and  that  she  came  to  them  with  the  intention  of 
making  her  home  with  them  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
the  i)ublic  school  in  West  Winlield;  that  neither  of  the  appellants 
ever,  in  any  manner,  stated  to  her  that  they  had  any  thought  or 
intention  of  sending  her  back  to  her  father  or  away  from  them; 
but  she  has  always  understood  from  both  of  the  appellants  that 
she  was  to  make  it  her  permanent  home  with  them,  and  that  they 
regarded  her  as  one  of  their  family  and  considered  her  to  be  with 
them  as  though  she  was  their  own  child. 

In  the  appeal  of  Alfred  C.  Thayer  v.  Board  of  Education  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Chateaugay,  Franklin  county, 
No.  37()0,  decided  by  Superintendent  Draper  March  23,  1889,  he 
said:  *^  I  think  the  facts  as  sworn  to  by  the  appellant  and  the 
girl,  and  which  are  not  successfully  controverted,  bring  the  case 
within  numerous  decisions  of  the  Department  and  entitle  her  to 
the  privileges  of  the  school.  The  decisions  have  always  inclined 
to  the  side  of  liberality.  If  a  child  of  school  age  moves  into  a 
district  for  (he  sole  purpose  of  securing  the  benefits  of  the  school 
in  the  district,  and  intends  to  remain  there  temporarily,  it  is  to 
be  deemed  a  non-resident  and  required  to  pay  tuition  fees.  But 
when  it  comes  into  the  district  to  take  up  its  abode  permanently 
therein,  even  though  its  parents  may  be  living,  it  is  entitled  to 
the  school  accommodations  of  the  district.  The  residence  of  a 
minor  child  is  presumed  to  be  with  its  parents,  but  it  may  be  else- 
where with  their  consent.    It  is  shown  that  in  the  present  case 
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the  child  is  living  with  the  appellant  hy  and  with  the  consent  of 
her  parents,  and  the  proof  is  strong  that  it  is  not  a  mere  temporary 
arrangement  in  order  to  secure  the  advantages  of  the  school ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  intended  to  be  permanent.  This  clearlj 
brings  the  case  within  a  long  line  of  decisions  which  would  give 
her  the  right  to  attend  the  school." 

In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  shown  that  the  said  Marj  L.  Lane,  a 
minor,  took  up  her  residence  permanently  on  August  29,  1S95,  in 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  4,  town  of  Winfield,  with  the 
appellants^  upon  the  consent  of  her  father,  in  writing,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  wish  and  request  of  her  mother,  now  de- 
ceased; that  it  is  not  a  temporary  arrangement  in  order  to  secure 
the  advantages  of  the  school,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  intended  to 
be  permanent;  that  under  that  state  of  facts,  which  are  not  suc- 
cessfully controverted  by  the  respondent,  she  is  a  resident  of 
said  school  district,  and  gives  her,  under  a  long  line  of  decisions 
of  this  Department,  the  right  to  attend  the  school  in  said  district. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered.  That  the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  4,  town  of  Winfield,  Herkimer  county,  be  and  it  is 
hereby  directed  to  receive  into  tlie  school  of  said  district  the 
said  Mary  L.  Lane,  a  resident  of  said  district,  and  to  the  privileges 
of  the  schools  under  the  charge  of  said  board  free,  as  other 
scholars  of  school  age,  residing  in  said  district,  are  received 
themn  under  the  school  law. 


No.  4465 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  C.  Kunkle  and  Howard  L. 
Waldo,  from  Proceedings  of  Annual  School  Meeting  held  Au- 
gust 4, 1896,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  3,  Town  of  Cas- 
tleton,  Richmond  County. 

In  union  free  school  districts  other  than  those  whose  limits  correspond  with  those  of  any 
Incorporated  Tillage  or  city,  at  the  annual  school  meeting  thereof,  the  vote  to  make 
appropriation  for  school  purposes  and  to  levy  taxes  therefor,  must  he  taken  hy  hallot 
or  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and  noes  of  the  qualified  voters  attend- 
ing and  Totlng  at  such  meeting.  Where  at  any  such  meeting  the  clerk  of  the  meeting 
la  instructed  to  cast  a  ballot  for  or  against  any  such  appropriation,  by  a  viva  voce  vote, 
ajid  thereupon  the  items  were  read  and  the  clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  each,  such  pro- 
ceedings were  not  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law;  that  a  vote  to 
Increase  or  diminish  the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  any  such 
union  free  school  district  can  only  be  taken  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  district,  and  the 
proposiUon  must  be  determined  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  qualifled  voters  of  the  district 
present  and  voting,  and  such  vote  must  be  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  the 
ayes  and  noes.  Where  the  vote  upon  a  motion,  that  the  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tton  ba  laoraaaad,  waa  takan  TlTa  Toca  or  by  acolamaUon,  such  procaedlnca  wara  not  In 
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accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law.  The  trustees  of  such  union  fre^ 
school  districts  must  be  elected  by  ballot,  aud  a  motion  made,  upon  a  vote  taken  viTa 
Toce  or  by  acclamation,  that  the  secretary  of  the  meeting  be  instructed  to  cast  a  vote  for 
each  of  the  persons  nominated  for  the  ofllce  of  trustees,  is  not  a  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  school  law. 

(Decided  September  14,  1896.) 

J,  L.  Davenport,  attorney  for  appellants. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter  appeal  from  the  fol- 
lowing proceedings  had  and  taken  at  the  annual  school  meeting 
held  on  August  4,  ISOO,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  3,  town 
of  Castleton,  Richmond  county: 

First.  From  the  action  and  i)roceedings  of  said  meeting,  pur- 
porting to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  said  district  from  five  to  nine. 

Second,  From  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  meeting  in  the 
alleged  election  of  six  members  of  said  board  of  education. 

TMrd,  From  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  meeting  in  the 
alleged  authorization  of  the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes  for  the  items 
named  in  the  budget  presented  by  (he  Iward  of  education  as  neces- 
sary to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  conducting  the  school  in 
said  district,  etc. 

Fourth,  From  tlie  action  and  proceedings  of  said  meeting  in  the 
alleged  election  of  a  clerk  of  said  district. 

Annexed  to  thr*  appeal  is  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  said 
annual  school  meeting,  aiul  annexed  to  said  copy  of  minutes  is 
the  affidavit  of  Joseph  Quinlan,  clerk  of  said  district,  in  which 
Qiiinlan  alleges  tliat  the  said  copy  of  minutes  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  said  meeting  kept  by  Tliomas  J.  Fetherstone,  as  secre- 
tary of  said  meeting,  and  as  copied  hy  said  Quinlan  into  the 
minute  book  of  the  district. 

An  answer  to  the  appeal  has  ])een  made  by  George  Sheridan, 
Jr.,  who  claims  to  have  been  elected  at  said  annual  meeting  as 
one  of  the  trustees  and  one  of  the  memlxTs  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion for  said  district  for  tlie  term  of  two  years.  Annexed  to  the 
answer  are  the  affidavits  of  (icorg(»  l^^wman,  tin*  chairman, 
Thomas  J.  Fetherstone,  secretary  of  said  annual  meeting,  and  the 
joint  affidavit  of  Andrew  Fetherstone  and  Michael  Mahoney,  who 
claim  to  have  actc^l  as  inspectors  of  election  at  said  annual 
meeting. 

From  the  proofs  j»resent(Kl  in  said  ap])eal  and  answer,  the  follow- 
ing facts  are  established: 

That  on  August  4,  1800,  the  ])oard  of  trustees  or  education  of 
said  union  free  school  district  consisted  of  five  members,  the 
term  of  office  of  two  of  such  members  expiring  on  said  August  4, 
189C;  that  at  the  annual  school  meeting  in  said  district  held  on 
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August  4,  1896,  George  Bowman  was  elected  chairman  and 
Thomas  J.  Fetherstone  secretary;  that  the  financial  report  of  the 
board  of  education  was  read  and  on  motion  was  received  as  read; 
that  the  statement  of  mone.v  required  for  the  ensuing  school  year 
for  school  purposes,  exclusive  of  public  moneys,  was  read,  and 
motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  cast  one 
ballot  in  favor  of  each  item  as  read,  which  motion  was  lost,  and  a 
motion  duly  seconded  that  the  said  items  be  voted  on  separately 
as  read,  was  adopted;  that  a  ballot  was  commenced  to  be  taken 
on  voting  a  tax  to  raise  the  sum  of  ?1.'^,()00  for  teachers'  salaries 
and  sixty-six  votes  received,  when  a  motion  that  the  motion  to 
vote  on  appropriations  separately  be  reconsidered  and  the  clerk 
be  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  or  against  each  item  of  the 
budget  as  read  was  made,  seconded  and  adopted;  that  the  items 
of  said  budget  were  read  and  the  clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  each 
item;  thjit  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  board  of 
education  be  increas(»d  to  seven  members,  to  which  an  amendment 
was  oflFered  that  said  board  of  education  be  increased  to  nine 
members,  and  that  the  vote  ujmn  the  amendment  was  taken  by 
dividing  the  house  and  the  am(»ndment  declared  by  the  chairman 
to  have  been  adopted,  and  thereupon  the  motion  as  amended  was 
put  to  a  viva  voce  vote  or  to  a  vote  by  acclamation,  and  declared 
by  the  chairman  to  have  brM»n  carried;  that  thereupon  a  protest 
was  made  by  one  E.  J.  Schriver  that  the  action  of  the  meeting  ii 
the  increase  of  the  number  of  membiM's  of  the  board  of  education 
was  illegal;  that  the  following  persons  were  nominated  for  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  education,  viz.:  George  Sheridan,  Jr.  and 
Michael  Smith,  for  two  years;  Dr.  J.  J.  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Charles  Schneider,  for  one  vear;  and  James  McNallv  and  Timothv 
P.  Hurlev,  for  three  vears;  and  tli(Teiii)on  the  chairman  declared 
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the  nominations  closed,  and  motion  was  adopted  instructing  the 
clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  each  of  the  said  jxM'sons  so  nominated; 
the  clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  eacli  of  said  persons  so  nominated  and 
the  chairman  declared  tlumi  elrcliMl  as  members  of  said  board  of 
education;  that  the  following  ]K'rsons  were  nominated  for  district 
clerk,  viz.:  Joseph  Quinlan,  William  J.  Edwards,  James  T.  Ellets 
and  D.  J.  Donovan;  that  a  ballot  was  taken  for  district  clerk, 
which  resulted  as  follows:  Wlioh*  number  of  votes  27^,  of  which 
Joseph  Quinlan  rec(»ived  lo7,  William  J.  Edwards  54,  James  T. 
Ellets  4f>,  D.  J.  Donovan  '»0,  and  0  scattering,  and  the  chairman 
declared  said  Quinlan  elected  district  clerk. 

There  is  no  contention  between  tlie  appellants  and  respondents 
as  to  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  meeting  upon  authorizing 
the  lew  of  a  tax  for  tlu*  items  contained  in  the  statement  of  the 
board  of  education  for  school  purposes,  or  upon  the  proposition 
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to  increase  the  members  of  said  board  and  the  election  of  the 
members  thereof,  or  in  the  election  of  the  district  clerk. 

The  papers  in  the  appeal  herein  call  for  my  decision  upon  the 
following;:  matters: 

First  Did  said  annual  school  meeting  legally  authorize  the 
board  of  education  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  items  reported  necessary 
to  be  raised  by  tax  for  school  purposes,  or  any  of  said  items? 

Second.  Did  said  annual  scliool  meeting  legally  adopt  a  propo- 
sition or  resolution  increasing  the  number  of  members  of  the 
board  of  education  thereof  from  five  members  to  nine  members  ? 

Third,  Did  said  annual  school  meeting  legally  elect  said  six 
persons,  or  any  of  them,  as  members  of  said  board  of  education  ? 

Fourth,  Did  said  annual  school  meeting  legally  elect  Joseph 
Quinlan  as  district  clerk  ? 

In  section  18,  article  4,  title  8,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  district,  besides  any  other 
report  or  statement  required  by  law,  to  present  a  detailed  state- 
ment in  writing  of  the  amount  of  money  which  shall  be  required 
for  the  ensuing  year  for  school  purposes,  exclusive  of  public 
moneys,  specifying  the  several  purposes  for  which  it  will  be  re- 
quired, and  the  amount  for  each. 

By  section  10,  article  4,  title  8,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  after  the  presentation  of  such  statement 
the  question  shall  be  taken  upon  voting  the  necessary  tuxes  to 
meet  the  estimated  expenditures,  and  when  demanded  by  any 
voter  present,  the  question  shall  be  taken  upon  each  item  sep- 
arately, and  the  inhabitants  may  increase  the  amount  of  any 
estimated  expenditure,  or  reduce  the  same,  except  for  teachers' 
wages  and  the  ordinary  contingent  expenses  of  the  school  or 
schools. 

In  section  10,  article  2,  title  8,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1804,  it  is  enacted  that  in  union  free  school  districts  other  than 
those  whose  limits  correspond  with  an  incorporated  city  or  vil- 
lage, on  all  propositions  arising  at  the  meetings  thereof  involving 
the  expenditure  of  money,  or  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  tax  or 
taxes  in  one  sum,  or  by  installments,  the  vote  thereon  shall  be 
taken  by  ballot,  or  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes 
and  noes  of  such  qualified  voters  attending  and  voting  at  such 
meetings. 

The  board  of  education  presented  to  said  annual  meeting  the 
statement  required  by  section  IS,  article  4,  title  8,  of  the  Consoli- 
dated School  Law,  and  thereupon  it  was  the  duty  of  the  qualified 
voters  attending  such  meeting  to  vote  the  necessary  taxes  to  meet 
such  expenditures,  by  ballot,  or  by  the  clerk  or  secretary  of  the 
meeting  taking  and  recording  the  name  of  each  qualified  voter 
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present  and  voting  and  setting  opposite  tlie  name  of  each  such 
person  voting  whether  lie  or  she  voted  aye  or  no.  Such  vote 
could  have  been  taken  upon  the  aggregate  sum  of  the  items  in 
the  statement,  or,  when  demanded  by  any  voter  present,  the  vote 
could  be  taken  upon  each  item  separately.  The  method  pre- 
scribed by  the  school  law,  as  above  quoted,  was  not  pursued  at 
said  annual  meeting.  A  ballot  was  taken  upon  the  item  of 
113,000  for  teachers'  salaries,  and  after  sixty-six  votes  had  been 
received  a  vote  theretofore  taken  to  vote  upon  each  item  separately 
was  rescindedand  a  motion  instructingthe  clerk  to  cast  a  ballot  for 
or  against  each  item  as  read,  was  adopted  by  a  viva  voce  vote,  or  a 
vote  taken  by  acclamation,  and  thereupon  the  items  were  read 
over  and  the  clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  each  item.  It  is  clear  that 
said  proceedings  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
school  law.  Under  the  school  law  every  qualified  voter  present 
at  said  meeting  had  the  right  to  cast  his  individual  ballot  upon 
the  question  of  authorizing  a  tax  for  the  items  contained  in  the 
statement  of  the  board  of  education,  or  to  have  his  or  her  name 
recorded  and  the  fact  set  opposite  to  said  name  whether  he  or  she 
voted  aye  or  no.  The  chairman  or  any  other  oflicer  of  the  meet- 
ing had  not,  nor  had  the  voters  present  by  a  majority  vote  or 
otherwise,  the  lawful  authority  to  dej)rive  any  qualified  voter  of 
such  right.  The  ballots  cast  by  the  clerk  for  such  items  were  not 
a  comi)liance  with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law. 

I  decide  that  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  annual  meeting 
relative  to  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes  for  the  items 
contained  in  said  statement  of  the  board  of  education  required 
for  school  purposes,  were  illegal  and  void.  That  upon  an  ai)i)eal 
to  me  from  any  tax  levied  by  the  board  of  education  under  and 
pursuant  to  such  proceedings,  said  tax  would  be  set  aside  as  il- 
legal and  void  and  not  authorized  under  the  provisions  of  the 
school  law. 

In  section  13,  article  5,  title  8,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  at  any  annual  meeting  held  in  any  union 
free  school  district  whose  limits  do  not  correspond  to  those  of 
an  incorporated  village  or  city,  the  qualified  voters  may  determine 
by  a  majority  vote  of  such  voters  ])resent  and  voting,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and  noes,  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  edurat  ion  of  such 
district.  If  such  board  shall  consist  of  less  thnn  nine  members, 
and  snch  meeting  shall  determine  to  increase  the  number,  such 
meeting  shall  elect  such  additional  number  so  determined  upon, 
the  first  to  hold  office  one  year,  the  second  two  years,  and  the  third 
three  years. 

The  proceedings  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  education  of  union  free  school  districts  whose 
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limits  do  not  correspond  to  those  of  any  incorporated  village  or 
city,  are  provided  by  statute  and  the  statute  must  be  strictly  com- 
plied with.  Such  proceedings  must  be  taken  at  an  annual  meet- 
ing, and  the  proposition  must  be  determined  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  district  present  and  voting,  and  such 
vote  must  be  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  tlie  ayes  and 
noes,  that  is,  the  clerk  of  the  meeting  must  record  the  name  of 
each  qualified  voter  who  votes  upon  the  proposition,  and  must  set 
opposite  to  the  name  of  such  voter  whether  he  or  she  votes  aye  or 
no  upon  such  proposition. 

It  is  not  claimed,  and  the  facts  established  do  not  show,  that  in 
the  proceedings  had  and  taken  at  said  annual  meeting,  that  the 
vote  upon  the  proposition  to  increase  the  number  of  the  members 
of  the  board  of  education  of  the  district  was  ascertained  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  school  law  as  above  quoted.  A  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  that  the  number  of  members  of  the  board 
of  education  be  increased  to  seven;  that  thereupon  motion  was 
made  and  seconded  that  such  motion  be  amended  by  increasing 
said  number  to  nine;  that  the  vote  upon  such  amendment  was 
taken  by  dividing  the  house  and  the  amendment  declared  adopted; 
that  the  vote  upon  the  motion  thus  amended  was  not  adopted  by 
a  majority  of  the  voters  present  and  voting  thereon,  ascertained 
by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and  noes,  but  was  declared 
adopted  by  a  viva  voce  vote,  or  by.  acclamation.  The  said  pro- 
ceedings were  not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  school 
law.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  school  Inw  every  qualified 
voter  of  the  di^strict  present  at  such  annual  meeting  had  the 
right  to  vote  upon  said  proposition,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
officers  of  said  meeting  to  ascertain  such  vote  by  takinjr  and 
recording  the  name  of  each  qualified  voter  who  voted  thereon, 
and  setting  opposite  to  each  name  so  recorded  whether  such  per- 
son voted  ave  or  no. 

I  decide  that  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  annual  meet- 
ing relative  to,  and  upon,  the  proposition  to  increase  the  number 
of  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district  were  illegal 
and  void,  and  that  no  increase  of  the  number  of  members  of  said 
board  of  education  was  legally  made;  but  the  number  of  members 
of  said  board  remains  as  originally  established,  viz.,  to  consist 
of  five  members. 

Under  the  school  law,  members  of  the  board  of  education  of 
union  free  school  districts  must  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  receive 
a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  each  of  said  members,  respec- 
tively. At  the  annual  meeting  in  said  district  No.  3,  Castleton, 
it  is  claimed  by  the  respondents  herein  that  six  members  of  the 
board  of  education  were  elected  and  by  ballot,  viz.,  two  for  one 
year,  two  for  two  years,  and  two  for  three  years;  that  the  persons 
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so  claimed  to  have  been  elected  were  put  in  nomination  at  said 
meeting  and  the  nominations  being  closed,  and  no  other  persons 
being  nominated,  a  motion  was  made  and  adopted  by  a  vote  of  the 
meeting,  taken  viva  voce,  or  by  acclamation,  that  the  secretary 
of  the  meeting  be  instructed  to  cast  a  vote  for  each  of  the  persons 
so  nominated;  that  thereupon  the  secretary  did  cast  such  ballot 
for  said  persons,  and  that  said  persons  were  declared  elected  by 
the  chairman  of  the  meeting.  The  records  of  this  Department 
show  that  at  the  meetings  held  at  which  a  union  free  school  was  es- 
tablished the  number  of  persons  fixed  upon  for  members  of  the  board 
of  education  was  five,  and  that  John  J.  Santry  was  elected  a 
member  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  Tuesday  of  August, 
1895,  Thomas  H.  Harper  and  Charles  D.  Freeman  for  two  years 
from  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  1895,  and  John  Seaton  and  John 
J.  Travers  for  three  years  from  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  1895. 
If  since  the  election  of  the  aforesaid  persons  as  members  of  said 
board  of  education  and  prior  to  said  annual  meeting  of  the  dis- 
tict,  none  of  them  has  removed,  died  or  resigned,  said  annual 
meeting  had  no  legal  authority  to  elect  but  one  member  of  said 
board  for  a  term  of  three  years,  in  place  of  Santry,  whose  term 
expired  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  1896.  If  any  member  or 
members  of  said  board  have  vacated  his  or  their  office,- and  such 
vacancy  or  vacancies  have  been  supplied  by  the  board,  the  annual 
meeting  had  authority  to  elect  a  person  or  persons  for  the  balance 
of  the  unexpired  term  or  terms  of  those  removing,  resigning  or 
dying.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  papers  filed  in  this  appeal 
whether  or  not  said  annual  rtieetiiig  had  authority  to  elect  more 
than  one  member  of  said  board,  viz.,  in  the  place  of  Santry.  As 
stated  above,  I  have  decided  that  the  proposition  to  increase  the 
number  of  members  of  said  board  from  five  to  nine  was  not  legally 
adopted,  and  hence  the  election  or  attempted  election  of  four 
additional  members  of  the  board  by  said  annual  meeting  was  il- 
legal and  void. 

Admitting  for  the  purpose  of  argument  only,  that  the  propo- 
sition to  increase  the  board  to  nine  members  was  legally  adopted, 
and  that  there  were  two  vacancies  to  be  filled  in  the  five  members, 
the  election  of  the  six  persons  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  school  law. 

At  said  annual  meeting,  after  the  proposition  to  increase  the 
number  of  members  of  the  board  of  education  was  declared  bv  the 
chairman  to  have  been  adopted,  the  chairman  stated  that  the 
nominations  for  trustees  were  in  order  and  thereupon  six  per- 
sons were  nominated,  two  to  hold  two,  two  to  hold  one,  and  two 
to  hold  three  years;  that  no  other  nominations  being  made,  on 
motion,  the  chairman  declared  the  nominations  closed;  that  a 
motion  was  then  adopted  by  a  viva  voce  vote  or  acclamation,  that 
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llie  secretary  rast  mw  ballot  for  ilu*  six  persons  so  nominated^ 
which  was  done,  and  saia  perbons  declared  elected,  etc.,  etc 

The  nomination  of  i)ersons  for  school  district  officers  at  meet- 
ings at  which  any  such  oflicers  are  to  be  elected  is  not  recognized 
in  the  school  law,  and  its  breach  is  more  to  be  honored  than  its 
observance.  Such  nominations  have  no  binding  effect  upon  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  district  who  can  vote  for  whom  they  de- 
sire for  such  offices  regardless  of  such  nominations;  and  such 
nominations  furnish  no  evidence  that  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voters  present,  or  any  considerable  number  of  them,  desire  the 
election  of  the  persons  so  nominated,  or  would  vote  for  them  upon 
the  ballot  which  the  school  law  requires  shall  be  taken.  On  the 
contrary,  the  voters  may  have  come  to  the  meeting  prepared  with 
ballots  containing  names  of  persons  either  partially  or  entirely 
ditTerent  from  those  put  in  nomination  at  the  meeting.  The  con- 
tention that  as  no  otlier  than  the  six  persons  nominated  could  be 
voted  for  and  that  the  failure  of  the  meeting  to  put  in  nomina- 
tion other  ])ersons,  was  jjroof  that  said  persons  were  acceptable  to 
the  voters  pres(»nt  or  a  majority  of  them,  is  untenable.  The  wishes 
of  a  majority  of  the  voters  present  and  voting  could  only  be  de- 
termined by  a  canvass  of  the  ballots  cast,  and  every  qualified 
voter  present  had  the  legal  right  to  vote  and  to  have  such  vote 
received  and  counted. 

The  method  taken  at  said  annual  meeting  in  the  election  of 
members  of  the  board  of  education  by  which  the  secretary  of  the 
meeting,  j)nrsuant  to  a  motion  adopted  by  a  viva  voce  vote,  east 
one  ballot  for  the  six  persons  nominated  at  the  meeting,  is  not 
approved  and  is  not  deemed  to  be  an  election  of  such  persons 
as  such  members  by  ballot,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  the 
school  law.  The  school  law  nowhere  authorizes  the  voters  at 
a  school  district  meeting  to  del(»gate  to  any  one  the  power  to  elect 
such  officers,  or  any  of  them,  by  directing  any  person  to  cast  a 
ballot  for  such  officers,  thereby  depriving  all  other  voters  of  their 
right  to  vote  for  such  officers. 

I  deride  that  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  annual  meet- 
ing relative  to,  and  had  and  taken  in,  the  election  of  trustees  or 
members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district  were  illegal  and 
void;  and  that  the  six  persons  declared  by  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  to  have  been  elected  as  such  members  were  not,  nor  was 
either  or  any  of  them,  legally  elected,  nor  was  any  person  at  such 
meeting  h^gally  elected  a  m(»mber  of  the  board  of  trustees  or 
board  of  education  of  said  district. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  7,  article  1,  title  8  of  the  Consoli- 
date School  Law,  said  district,  at  its  annual  meeting,  had  author- 
itv  to  elect  a  clerk  of  said  district,  who  should  also  act  as  clerk  of 
the  board  of  education  of  the  district,  and  that  such  clerk  shall 
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be  elected  by  ballot  iuid  lunst  rcccivi'  a  iiinjorily  of  the  votes  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  district  pieseut  and  voting.  At  said 
annual  meeting  a  ballot  was  duly  taken  for  clerk  of  the  district 
and  Joseph  Quinlan  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  quali- 
fied voters  of  the  district  present  and  voting  for  clerk  of  said 
district.  No  proof  is  presented  herein  of  the  ineligibility  of  said 
Quinlan. 

I  decide  that  said  Joseph  Quinlan  was  duly  elected  clerk  of 
said  district  at  said  annual  meeting. 

The  said  annual  meeting  of  said  district,  held  on  August  4, 1896, 
adjourned  sine  die.  As  I  decide,  upon  the  appeal  herein,  that  the 
action  and  proceedings  of  said  meeting  relative  to  authorizing 
the  levy  of  a  tax  for  the  sum  or  sums  stated  by  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  the  district  as  necessary  to  be  raised  for  school  purposes 
were  illegal  and  void,  a  special  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  qualified  to  vote  at  school  meetings  therein,  should  be 
held  for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  question  of  authorizing 
the  levy  of  such  tax  or  taxes. 

As  I  decide  that  the  action  and  proceedings  had  and  taken  at 
said  annual  meeting  of  said  district  upon  the  proposition  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
district  were  illegal  and  void,  and,  as  under  the  provisions  of  the 
school  law,  a  proposition  to  increase  or  diminish  the  members  of 
said  board  can  only  be  taken  at  an  annual  meeting  of  said  district, 
and  the  annual  meeting  of  said  district  for  the  school  year  com- 
mencing August  1, 189G,  having  been  held  and  adjourned  sine  die, 
no  action  or  proceedings  relative  to  increasing  or  diminishing 
the  number  of  members  of  said  board  of  said  district  can  be  leg- 
ally had  or  taken  until  the  annual  school  meeting,  held  in  said  dis- 
trict for  the  school  year,  commencing  August  1,  1897. 

Upon  the  adjournment  sine  die  of  said  annual  school  meeting, 
held  on  August  4,  189G,  the  board  of  education  of  said  district 
consisted  of  at  least  three  members,  and  possibly  four,  and  as  I 
decide  that  six  persons,  claimed  to  be  elected  members  of  said 
board,  were  not,  nor  was  either  or  any  of  them,  legally  elected 
as  such  members  of  the  board  or  trustees  of  the  district,  the 
special  meeting  of  the  district,  called  to  vote  upon  the  question 
of  the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes,  should  also  elect  a  member  or  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  education  of  the  district  to  fill  the  vacancy  or 
vacancies  existing  therein  at  the  time  said  annual  meeting  ad- 
journed sine  die,  to  the  end  that  said  board  shall  consist  of  five 
members. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained  as  to  all  matters,  except  that 
from  the  election  of  Joseph  Quinlan  as  clerk  of  the  district,  and 
to  such  election  said  appeal  is  dismissed,  and  his  election  is 
sustained. 
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It  is  ordered,  Tlial  all  attiou  and  proceedings  had  and  taken 
at  the  annual  school  meeting,  held  on  August  4,  189G,  in  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  '^,  town  of  Castleton,  Kichmond  county, 
relative  to  the  following  matters,  viz.:  Authorizing  the  levy  of  a 
tax  for  the  support  of  the  schools  of  said  district  for  the  school 
year  commencing  August  1,  1S9G,  as  contained  in  the  statement 
of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district,  presented  to  and  read 
at  said  annual  meeting;  all  action  and  proceedings  had  and  taken 
upon  the  proposition  to  increase  the  number  of  "members  of  the 
board  of  education  of  said  district  from  five  members  to  nine 
members;  all  action  and  proceedings  had  and  taken  in  the  election 
or  alleged  election  of  Cieorge  Sheridan,  Jr.,  Michael  J.  Smith,  Dr. 
J.  J.  Van  Rensselaer,  Charles  Schneider,  James  McNally  and  Tim- 
othy P.  Hurley,  or  either  of  them,  as  trustees  or  members  of  the 
board  of  education  of  said  district,  be,  and  each  and  all  of  said 
actions  and  proceedings  of  said  annual  meeting  herein  specified, 
is  and  are,  vacated  and  set  aside  as  illegal  and  void,  and  altogether 
held  for  naught. 

It  is  further  ordered.  That  the  trustees  or  board  of  education 
of  said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  3  of  Castleton,  Kichmond 
county,  without  unnecessary  delay,  call  a  special  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  district,  qualilied  to  vote  at  school  meetings 
in  said  district,  said  notice  to  be  given  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  section  10,  article  2,  and  section  13,  article  3,  title  8,  of  the  Con- 
solidated School  Law  of  ISOl,  and  the  amendments  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  iri)on  the  statement  presented  by  the  board 
of  education  of  said  district  to  the  annual  meeting  of  said  district 
held  on  August  4,  1800,  of  the  sum  or  sums  required  to  be  raised 
by  a  tax  or  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  schools  of  said  district, 
for  the  school  year  comuK^ucing  August  1,  1800,  and  also  to  elect 
one  or  more  trustees  or  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
district  to  fill  any  and  all  vacancies  existing  in  said  board,  to  the 
end  that  said  board  shall  consist  of  five  members. 


No.  4466 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  M.  N.  Kowi:,  Sole  Trustee,  School 
District  No.  1,  Town  of  Schodack,  Kensst*laer  County,  v.  Ros- 
WELL  Hamilton. 

A  sole  trustee  of  a  school  district  has  the  lo^al  authority  to  contract  for  the  employmeDt 
of  a  teacher  or  teacher  during  his  term  cf  ofHoo.  provided  the  services  are  to  be  per- 
formed within  one  year,  or  during  the  sf^hool  year  nv^xt  suocoodlng  the  time  of  contract; 
that  such  contract  Is  binding  upon  his  successor  in  oflice  and  upon  the  school  district. 

(Decided  September  14,  1896.) 

lioswell  Hamilton,  durinj?  the  school  year  of  1895-6,  was  the 
sole  trustee  of  school  district  No.  1,  town  of  Schodack,  Rensselaer 
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county.  On  June  30,  1890,  as  such  trustee,  he  contracted  with 
Miss  Annie  E.  Reynolds,  to  teach  (he  primary  department  of  the 
school  in  ^aid  district  for  forty-two  weeks  of  the  school  year  of 
18JM;-7,  to  coninidice  on  Sri)l('inl)or  7,  1S90,  and  signed  and  de- 
livered to  her  a  mcmoranduni  of  such  hirinjj:.  That  subsequently 
and  on  or  about  July  9,  1S9G,  said  Hamilton  as  such  sole  trustee, 
contracted  with  Thomas  Kiveran  to  teach  as  the  principal  teacher 
in  the  school  in  said  district  for  forty-two  weeks  of  the  school  year 
of  1896-7,  to  commence  on  September  7, 189G,  and  delivered  to  him 
a  memorandum  of  such  hiriuj^,  and  both  memorandums  were 
sif?ned  by  said  TTamiltou  as  such  trustee.  That  at  the  annual 
school  meeting  of  said  district,  held  on  August  4, 1890,  M.  N.  Rowe 
was  elected  sole  trustee  of  the  district,  and  on  August  6, 1896,  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  J.  W.  Knickerbocker,  as  principal 
teacher,  to  teach  the  school  in  said  district. 

The  appellant  Rowe  a])i)eals  to  me  for  my  decision  as  to  the 
legality  of  such  contracts  made  by  said  Hamilton  as  trustee. 

The  appellant  alleges  that  it  is  something  unusual  in  said  district 
for  the  outgoing  trustee  to  hire  teachers  for  the  ensuing  school 
year;  that  said  Hamilton  did  not  report  to  the  annual  meeting 
such  hiring  of  teachers  by  him;  that  such  teachers  each  held  a 
memorandum  of  hiring  and  not  a  contract  as  now  required  to  be 
made  by  the  school  law ;  that  he  was  not  informed  of  such  hiring  by 
Hamilton  until  August  C,  1890,  and  not  until  he  (Rowe)  had  con- 
tncted  with  Knickerbocker. 

The  appeal  pa])ers  consist  of  an  appeal,  answer,  reply,  rejoinder. 
It  also  appears  that  Hamilton  did  not  rei)ort  to  the  annual  school 
meeting  the  fact  of  his  hiring  teachers  for  the  school  year  1896-7; 
that  he  left  the  school  meeting  before  such  meeting  adjourned, 
and  it  was  not  until  August  0, 1890,  that  said  Rowe  came  to  Hamil- 
ton for  the  books,  papers,  etc.,  of  the  district,  which  were  de- 
livei'ed  to  him;  thai  at  the  interview  on  August  0,  1890,  between 
Hamilton  and  Rowe,  Hamilton  said  to  Rowe,  "  I  have  hired 
teachers  for  this  year,"  and  Rowe  replied,  "  U  you  had  not  hired 
Kiveran  as  a  teach^^r  you  (meaning  Hamilton)  would  have  de- 
feated me  for  trustee;''  that  Rowe  further  said  "If  you  have 
hired  teachers  there  is  no  use  of  my  looking  for  any,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right;"  that  prior  to  the  hiring  by  Hamilton  of  Kiveran 
he  consulted  with  Dr.  Peaslee,  clerk  of  the  district,  and 
Mr.  Recker  and  others,  tax|)ayers  of  th(^  district  who  advised  such 
hiring;  that  saif!  Kiveran  liad  taught  for  some  time  in  the  school 
of  the  district  during  the  al)sence  of  the  principal  teacher  and  had 
given  satisfaction. 

It  is  not  claimed  but  that  both  Kiveran  and  Miss  Reynolds  are 
qualified  teachers,  and  tliat  each  holds  a  certificate  to  teach  under 
the  school  law  which  covers  a  period  at  least  as  long  as  that 
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covered  by  their  respective  contracts  of  service  as  made  by  and 
with  Hamilton. 

The  failure  of  TTarailton  to  report  to  the  annual  school  meet- 
ing of  the  district  said  contracts,  made  by  him,  will  not  render  said 
contracts  invalid,  nor  will  such  contracts  be  invalid  for  want  of 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  Kowe  that  such  contracts  had  been  made. 
The  fact  that  Hamilton  delivered  to  Kiveran  and  Miss  Rt^ynolds, 
respectively,  a  memorandum  of  hiring  instead  of  a  contract  in 
writing  will  not  render  the  contract  made  with  each  of  them  by 
Hamilton  invalid.  The  like  detailed  statement  as  to  length  of 
term  of  em[»1oyment  and  compensation  to  be  paid  is  stated  in  the 
memorandum  as  are  required  in  the  contract  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  being  that  the  memorandum  is  signed  by  the  school 
officers,  but  the  contract  is  required  to  be  signed  by  the  school 
officer  and  the  teacher.  Had  the  said  contracts  made  by  Hamilton 
been  verbal  contracts  only,  they  would  have  been  valid  as  the  ser- 
vices contracted  for  were  to  be  performed  within  one  year  from  the 
time  of  the  contract. 

Although  the  appellant  may  not  have  "  positively  known  "  that 
Hamilton  had  employed  teachers  for  the  scliool  of  the  district  for 
the  school  year  of  180G-7,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  been 
informed  prior  to  the  annual  school  meeting  that  Kiveran  had 
been  employed.  Having  been  elected  trustee  of  the  district  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  ai)i)ellant  to  have  ascertained  from  Hamilton 
whether  a  teacher  or  teachers  had  been  employed  by  him,  before 
he  (the  appellant)  took  any  measures  for  the  employment  of 
teachers,  or  made  any  contracts  employing  teachers. 

Since  June  30,  lS9t,  under  the  provisions  of  subdivision  9  of 
§  47,  article  C,  title  7,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894, 
the  trustees  of  a  school  district  have  had  authority  to  make  any 
contract  for  the  employment  of  a  teacher  for  not  more  than  one 
year  in  advance.  A  board  of  trustees,  whether  consisting  of  one  or 
three  trustees,  has  and  have  the  authority  at  any  time  during  his 
or  their  term  of  office,  to  employ  a  teacher  or  teachers  for  the 
school  of  his  or  her  district,  but  not  for  more  than  one  year  in  ad- 
vance, that  is,  the  services  so  contracted  for  must  be  performed 
within  the  school  year  next  succeeding  the  date  of  the  contract 
and  which  school  year  commences  on  August  1  and  terminates  on 
July  31  next  succeeding.  In  a  letter  to  Hamilton,  under  date  of 
July  8,  189C),  I  referred  him  to  the  provisions  of  the  school  law 
above  quoted. 

I  decide  that  the  aforesaid  contract  made  June  30,  1896,  by 
Roswell  Hamilton  as  sole  trustee  of  school  district  No.  1,  town  of 
Schodack,  Rensselaer  count v,  with  Miss  Annie  E.  Revnolds  to 
teach  in  said  school  district  for  the  term  of  forty-two  weeks,  com- 
mencing on  September  7,  189G,  and  the  aforesaid  contract  made 
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by  said  Hamilton  as  such  trustee  on  July  9,  189G,  with  Thomas 
KiTeran  to  teach  the  school  in  said  district  for  the  terra  of  forty- 
two  weeks,  commencing  on  September  7,  ISOG,  were,  and  each  of 
them  was,  a  legal  contract  or  contracts,  binding  upon  said  school 
district,  No  1,  Schodack,  and  binding  upon  M.  N.  Rowe,  the  present 
sole  trustee  of  said  district. 

I  further  decide  that  Hamilton,  as  such  sole  trustee,  had  the 
authority,  under  the  provisions  of  tlie  school  law,  to  nmke  such 
contracts  and  each  of  them. 

The  appeal  herein  is  dismissed. 


No.  4481 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  William  J.  Dwyer  and  Others 
V,  Lincoln  A.  Parkhurst,  School  Commissioner,  Second  Com- 
missioner District,  Madison  County. 

Under  Uie  proTlslons  of  secUon  9.  Utie  6,  as  amended  by  nection  4.  chapter  264,  Laws  of 
1896,  any  school  commissioner  may  dissolve  one  or  more  districts  in  his  school  commis- 
sioner district,  and  may,  from  such  territory  form  a  new  district;  he  may  also  unite 
a  portion  df  such  territory  to  any  existing  adjoining  district  or  districts.  Such  action 
may  be  taken  without  procuring  the  assent  or  dissent  of  the  trustee  or  trustees  of  the 
districts  to  be  affected,  or  making  any  preliminary  order,  or  giving  any  notice  of  any 
meeting  to  hear  objections,  if  In  his  judgment  such  action  was  for  the  best  educational 
interests  of  such  district  or  districts;  and  from  sjch  territory  form  a  new  district,  and 
may  unite  a  portion  of  such  territory  to  any  existing  adjoining  district  or  districts. 
Any  qualified  voter  of  any  of  the  districts  affected,  conceiving  himself  aggrieved,  or 
Injured,  by  reason  of  said  order  can  appeal  therefrom  to  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  InstrucUon. 

(Decided  October  6,  1896.) 

Baldidn,  Kennedy  d  MagcCy  attorneys  for  appellants. 

8.  M,  Wing,  attorney  for  respondent. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter  appeal  from  an 
orded  made  by  Lincoln  A.  Parkhurst,  as  school  commissioner  of 
the  second  commissioner  district  of  Madison  county,  on  or  about 
June  20,  1S9G,  and  which  order  was  to  take  effect  on  June  25, 
1896,  dissolving  school  district  No.  12,  town  of  Sullivan;  Nos.  1 
and  13,  town  of  Fenner,  and  No.  4,  town  of  Lincoln,  all  in  the 
county  of  Madison  and  said  second  commissioner  district,  and 
erecting  or  forming  a  new  school  district,  to  be  known  as  No.  1, 
town  of  Fenner,  which  new  district  was  to  incliido  tluMMMU  the 
land  and  territory  described  in  said  order,  which  order  was  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  towns  of  Sullivan,  Lincoln  and 
Fenner,  respectively,  on  said  June  25,  1S96. 
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The  appelljints  allej^e,  in  substance,  as  grounds  of  appeal : 

First.  That  said  order  is  irregular  and  void  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  commissioner  of  the  subject-matter  em- 
braced in  the  order. 

Second.  That  no  greater  educational  advantage  is  to  be  derived 
from  the  proposed  change  of  said  districts. 

Third.  That  the  change  is  nnn(»cessary  and  uncalled  for. 

Fourth.  That  the  children  outside  of  the  village  of  Perryville 
will  be  compelled  to  travel  long  distances  to  attend  school. 

Fifth.  That  the  parents  of  children  will  be  put  to  much  incon- 
venience in  getting  their  children  to  the  school  of  the  new  dis- 
trict 

Sixth.  That  the  schoolhouses  in  the  districts  dissolved,  which 
are  now  in  good  condition,  would  be  abandoned  and  sold  at  a 
great  loss. 

The  respondent,  Parkhurst,  has  answered  the  appeal,  and  to 
such  answer  the  appellants  have  filed  a  reply. 

The  following  material  facts  are  established: 

That  in  the  winter  of  1895  and  spring  of  1896  the  question  of 
dissolving  said  school  districts  Nos.  1  and  18,  Fenner;  No.  12  of 
Sullivan,  and  No.  4  of  Lincoln,  and  forming  from  the  territory 
comprising  said  districts  one  common  school  district,  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  inhabitants  of  said  districts,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  March,  1890,  a  meeting  of  such  inhabitants  was  held  in  the 
schoolhouse  in  district  No.  18  of  F(*nner,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining their  sentiments  in  relation  to  such  action,  and  that  said 
Commissioner  Parkhurst,  who  was  present,  might  know  the  senti- 
ment prevailing;  that  at  said  meeting  twenty-three  or  twenty-four 
of  the  taxpayers  and  voters  of  said  district  were  present,and  a  vote 
was  taken  that  the  said  commissioner  make  an  order  dissolving 
said  districts  and  erecting  from  the  territory  of  such  dissolved 
districts  a  new  district;  that  at  said  mcc^ting  a  petition  was  pre- 
pared asking  said  commissioner  to  take  such  proceedings,  and 
which  petition,  signed  by  the  trustees  of  each  of  districts  Nos.  1 
and  13  of  Fenner  and  No,  4  of  Lincoln,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
voters  of  all  of  the  districts  to  be  affected,  was  subsequently  pre- 
sented to  said  commissioncM*  for  his  action;  that  on  or  about  Mav 
22,  1890,  sa'd  Commissioner  Parkhurst.  under  the  provisions  of 
sections  1  to  0  of  title  0  of  tlie  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894, 
made  his  order  to  consolidate  said  districts  and  form  them  into 
one  common  school  district,  which  order  was  to  take  effect  on 
August  29,  1890;  and  on  or  about  June  1,  1890,  under  section  4 
of  said  title  0  of  said  Consolidated  School  Law,  ga^e  notice  that 
on  June  13,  1890,  at  the  Cross  hotel,  in  the  village  of  Perryville, 
he  would  hear  objections  to  said  order;  that  on  said  June  13,  1890, 
said  commissioner  and  a  large  number  of  persons  residing  in  said 
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school  district,  met  at  said  hotel,  and  said  commissioner  stated 
to  those  present  that  at  the  making  bj  him  of  the  order  of  May 
22, 189G,  he  did  not  know  of  the  amendment  made  bj  chapter  2G4 
of  the  Laws  of  1S9C  to  section  9,  title  C,  of  said  Consolidated  School 
Law  of  1894,  and  that  he  intended  to  annul  said  order  of  May  22, 
189G,  and  proceed  under  the  provisions  of  said  section  9  as  so 
amended;  that  said  commissioner  vacated  and  annulled  said  order, 
and  subsequently  made  his  order  of  June  20,  1S9C,  from  which 
order  this  appeal  is  taken;  that  the  total  resident  population  of 
school  age  residing  in  the  four  school  districts  dissolved  by  said 
order,  as  reported  by  the  trustees  of  said  districts,  respectively, 
for  the  school  year  ending  July  31, 189G,  was  as  follows:  District 
No.  1,  Fenner,  8;  district  Xo.  13,  Fenner,  33;  district  No.  12,  Sul- 
livan, 19,  and  district  No.  4,  Lincoln,  11;  that  the  average  daily 
attendance  at  the  schools  in  said  districts  during  said  school  jear 
ending  July  31,  189G,  was  as  follows:  District  No.  1,  Fenner, 
2G-10;  district  No.  13,  Fenner,  18  2-10;  district  No.  12,  Sullivan, 
115-10,  and  district  No.  4,  Lincoln,  G5-10;  that  the  aggrejjate 
assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  said  districts  is  as  fol- 
lows: District  No.  1,  Fenner,  |33,S00;  district  No.  13,  Fenner, 
151,700;  district  No.  12,  Sullivan,  |S3,000,  and  district  No.  4,  Lin- 
coln, $30,950;  that  some  of  the  territory  forming  said  districts 
has  been  annexed  by  said  commissioner  to  district  No.  7,  Fenner, 
and  district  No.  G,  Lincoln;  that  the  schoolhouses  in  the  following- 
named  districts  dissolved  by  said  order  are  out  of  repair,  and  are 
not  reasonably  comfortable  for  use  by  the  pupils  attending  school 
therein,  and  can  not  be  made  so  without  a  considerable  expendi- 
ture of  money  u])on  each  of  them,  viz..  No.  1,  Fenner;  No.  12,  Sul- 
livan, and  No.  4,  Lincoln. 

It  further  appears  that  of  the  affiants  in  the  affidavits  presented 
in  support  of  the  appeal  herein,  ten,  at  least,  are  non-residents  of 
and  are  not  voters  in  any  of  the  four  districts  dissolved,  and 
twenty  of  them  have  no  children  of  their  own,  or  any  children 
residing  with  them,  who  attend  or  who  are  of  school  age. 

It  does  not  clearly  appear  how  many  children  who  attended  the 
school  in  said  dissolved  districts  would  be  obliged  to  travel  a 
greater  distance  to  attend  the  school  in  the  new  district,  nor 
does  it  clearly  appear  that  any  children  will  be  obliged  to  travel 
a  greater  distance  than  that  which  a  portion  of  the  children  re- 
siding in  all  rural  school  districts  are  required  to  travel.  Messrs. 
Christman  and  Bellengor,  who  were  in  the  districts  dissolved, 
have  been  set  ofif  in  school  district  No.  7,  Fenner. 

Section  9,  title  G,  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894,  as 
amended  by  section  4,  chapter  254,  Laws  of  189G,  which  became 
a  law  on  April  15, 189G,  enacts:    "Any  school  commissioner  may 
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dissolve  one  or  more  districts,  and  may  from  such  territory  form 
a  new  district;  he  may  unite  a  portion  of  such  territory  to  any 
existing  adjoining  district  or  districts.  When  two  or  more  dis- 
tricts shall  be  consolidated  into  one,  the  new  district  shall  suc- 
ceed to  all  the  rights  of  property  possessed  by  the  annulled  dis- 
tricts." 

Under  the  provisions  of  said  section  9,  above  quoted,  on  and 
after  April  15,  1896,  School  Commissioner  Parkhurst  had  au- 
thority and  jurisdiction,  either  upon  or  without  any  petition  ask- 
ing it,  and  without  procuring  the  assent  or  dissent  of  the  trustee 
or  trustees  of  the  districts  to  be  affected,  or  making  any  prelimi- 
nary order  or  giving  any  notice  of  any  meeting  to  hear  objections, 
if  in  his  judgment  such  action  was  for  the  best  educational  inter- 
ests of  such  districts,  to  make  an  order,  to  take  effect  on  a  day  to 
be  named  therein,  dissolving  one  or  more  school  districts  situate 
within  his  commissioner  district,  and  from  such  territory  form  a 
new  district,  and  may  unite  a  portion  of  such  territory  to  any 
existing  adjoining  district  or  districts. 

Such  order  could  be  appealed  from  to  the  State  Superintendent 
by  any  qualified  voter  of  any  of  the  districts  affected  by  the  order 
if  such  person  was  injured  thereby,  and  upon  such  appeal  said 
order  could  be  reviewed. 

From  the  proofs  presented  herein  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
order  appealed  from  was  for  the  best  educational  interests  of  the 
districts  affected  thereby,  and  that  the  authority  vested  in  the 
school  commissioner  to  make  said  order,  has  been  wisely  exer- 
cised. 

I. decide: 

1.  That  said  order  appealed  from  is  regular  and  valid;  that 
School  Commissioner  Parkhurst  had  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject-matter, and  had  legal  authority,  under  section  9.  title  6,  of 
the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894,  as  amended  by  section  4 
of  chapter  264  of  the  Laws  of  1896,  to  make  the  order,  under  the 
objections  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  district  affected  by  said 
order,  or  of  the  trustees  of  said  district  dissenting. 

2.  That  better  educational  results  will  be  derived  by  the  disso- 
lution of  said  school  districts  and  the  formation  of  a  new  district. 

The  appeal  herein  is  dismissed  and  the  said  order  of  School 
Commissioner  Parkhurst,  dated  June  20,  1896,  is  confirmed. 
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Ko.  4487 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Archibald  Fulton  and  Freder- 
ick W.  HuLSEBus  from  Proceedings  of  Annual  School  Meeting 
held  August  4, 1896,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  Town 
of  NorlhQeld,  Richmond  County. 

• 

In  union  free  school  districts  other  than  those  whose  limits  correspond  with  those  of  any 
incorporated  village  or  city,  at  the  annual  school  meeting  therein  the  vote  to  make  appro- 
priation for  school  purposes  and  to  levy  taxes  therefor,  must  be  taken  by  ballot  or  ascer- 
tained by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and*  noes  of  the  qualified  voters  attending  and 
voting  at  such  meeting.  Where  at  any  such  meeting  the  clerk  is  instructed  by  a  viva 
voce  vote  to  vote  for  or  against  any  such  appropriation,  such  proceedings  were  not  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law;  that  a  vote  to  increase  or  diminish 
the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  any  such  union  free  school  district, 
taken  viva  voce,  directing  the  cisrk  to  cast  a  ballot  for  such  Increase  or  diminution,  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law.  Where  the  board  of  education 
consists  of  three  members,  and  an  increase  of  the  number  of  members  thereof  to  five 
was  not  made  legally,  the  election  of  five  trustees  at  such  meeting,  was  Illegal  and  void. 

(Decided  October  14,  1896.) 

Umryc  Sheridan,  Jr.,  attorney  for  appellants. 
LfOt  C.  AlsUrt^,  attorney  for  respondents. 

This  appeal  is  brought  by  the  appellants  as  qualified  voters  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  town  of  Northfield,  Richmond 
county,  in  the  above-entitled  matter,  as  alleged  by  them  in  their 
appeal,  "  from  the  several  actions  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  held  at  the  schoolhouse, 
August  4,  1896."  Said  apjK^al  contains  the  following  specific 
actions  <»f  said  meeting  appealed  from: 

First.  From  the  action  of  said  meeting  purporting  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  education  to  five. 

Second.  From  the  action  of  said  meeting  in  the  pretended  elec- 
liou  of  the  following  nam(»d  jM^rsons  as  membevs  of  the  board  of 
education  of  said  union  free  school  district,  and  for  the  term 
of  time  set  opposite  the  name  of  each,  as  follows:  William  H. 
Prall  three  years,  E.  C.  Sheridan  three  years,  W.  J.  Scott  two 
years,  C.  H.  Ingalls  two  years,  J.  W.  Wortz  one  year. 

Third.  From  the  action  of  said  meeting  in  voting  the  items  of 
the  budget  submitted  by  the  trustees  to  the  meeting  for  appropria- 
tions necessary  to  conduct  the  school  in  the  district  during  the 
school  year  of  1896-97. 

Annexed  to  the  appeal  is  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
records  of  the  action  and  proceedings  of  said  annual  meeting  as 
kept  and  recorded  by  Arthur  W.  Deas,  as  clerk  of  the  said  school 
district  and  of  said  meeting. 
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An  answer  to  the  appeal  has  been  made  by  Messrs.  Worts, 
Ingalls^  Scott,  Sheridan  and  Prall  as  qualified  voters  of  said 
district. 

The  respondents  in  their  answer  do  not  controvert  the  state- 
ments as  to  the  action  and  proceedings  had  and  taken  at  such 
annual  meeting  as  stated  in  the  appeal,  and  in  the  aforesaid 
copy  of  the  records  of  the  meeting  annexed  to  the  appeal,  relative 
to  the  proposition  to  increase  the  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion to  live,  the  assumed  election  of  the  five  persons  as  members 
of  said  board,  and  in  appropriating  money  and  authorizing  the 
levy  of  taxes  for  the  same;  or  in  other  words,  the  respondents 
herein  admit  tliat  the  vote  upon  the  motion  or  proposition  pre- 
sented at  said  annual  meeting  to  increase  the  number  of  members 
of  the  board  of  education  from  three  to  five,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  the  qualified  voters  present  and  voting  thereon,  was  not  as- 
certained by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and  noes,  that  is,  by 
taking  and  recording  the  name  of  each  person  who  voted  thereon 
and  setting  oi)posite  to  each  whether  he  or  she  voted  aye  or  no; 
that  the  respoudents  admit  that  a  ballot  was  taken  at  said  meet- 
ing for  five  persons  as  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
district  and  that  Messrs.  Prall,  Sheridan,  Scott,  Ingalls  and 
Wortz  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  upon  such  ballot;  that 
the  action  and  i)roceediugs  of  said  meeting  in  the  voting  of  the 
items  of  ap|)ropriations  and  the  levy  of  taxes  therefor  did  not 
comi)ly  with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law. 

The  contention  of  the  respondents  seems  to  be: 

First,  That  although  the  ai)pro[)riations  were  not  voted  by 
ballot  or  by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and  noes,  they  do  not 
see  what  good  j)uri)ose  will  be  served  or  how  the  district  will  be 
benefited  by  having  the  appropriations  set  aside,  or  what  good 
motive  jironipted  the  appeal  from  this  vote. 

SccomL  Tiiat  the  action  of  the  district  meeting  in  increasing 
the  number  of  trustees  from  three  to  five  was  a  substantial  com- 
pliance with  the  law. 

Third,  That  the  action  of  the  meeting  increasing  the  number 
of  members  of  the  board  of  education  from  three  to  five,  having 
been  a  substantial  com[)liance  with  the  law,  and  five  members  of 
said  board  having  been  voted  for  by  ballot,  they  were  legally 
elected  as  members  of  said  board.  The  respondents  further  con- 
tend that,  as  the  appeal  herein  was  not  brought  within  thirty 
days  after  the  procec^lings  were  had  from  which  the  appeal  is 
taken,  it  was  not  brought  in  time,  nor  tak(»n  in  good  faith,  but  only 
for  the  purpose  of  annoying  the  persons  claiming  to  have  been 
elected  as  trustees,  and  gratifying  the  spite  and  malice  of  a  de- 
feated candidate  and  his  principal  supporters. 
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In  answer  to  the  first  contention  above  stated,  1  would  state 
that  in  section  10,  article  2,  title  8  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894,  and  its  amendments,  relative  to  union  free  school  dis- 
tricts other  than  those  whose  limits  correspond  to  an  incorporated 
village  or  city,  it  is  enacted,  that  on  all  propositions  arising  at 
said  meetings  involving  the  expenditure  of  money,  or  authorizing 
the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes  in  one  sum  or  by  installments,  the  vote 
thereon  shall  be  by  ballot,  or  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording 
the  ayes  and  noes  of  such  qualitied  voters  attending  and  voting 
at  such  meetings.  ♦  ♦  ♦  And  whenever  a  tax  for  any  of  the 
objects  hereinbefore  specified  shall  be  legally  voted,  the  board  of 
education  shall  make  out  their  tax-list,  etc.  In  section  18,  article 
4,  title  8  of  said  Consolidated  School  Law  it  is  enacted  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
district,  besides  any  other  report  or  statement  required  by  law, 
to  present  a  detailed  statement  in  writing  of  the  amount  of  money 
which  will  be  required  for  the  ensuing  school  year  for  school 
purposes,  exclusive  of  the  public  moneys,  specifying  the  several 
purposes  for  which  it  will  be  required,  and  the  amount  for  each, 
etc.  In  section  19,  same  article  and  title,  it  is  enacted  that  after 
the  presentation  of  such  statement,  the  question  shall  be  taken 
upon  voting  the  necessary  taxes  to  meet  the  estimated  expendi- 
tures, and  when  demanded  by  any  voter  present,  the  question 
shall  be  taken  upon  each  item  separately,  and  the  inhabitants 
may  increase  the  amount  of  any  estimated  expenditure,  or  reduce 
the  same,  except  for  teachers'  wages  and  the  ordinary  contingent 
expenses  of  the  school  or  schools.  At  said  annual  school  meeting 
the  trustees  presented  a  detailed  statement  in  writing  of  the 
moneys  required  for  the  ensuing  year  for  school  purposes.  The 
school  law  there  required  that  the  qualitied  voters  present  who 
wished  to  vote  upon  making  appropriations  and  authorizing  the 
levy  of  a  tax  for  said  sums  should  eitlier  by  their  ballots,  or 
having  their  wishes  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  the 
name  of  each  qualified  voter  present  who  desired  to  vote,  and 
whose  vote  was  received,  and  setting  opposite  the  name  of  each 
person  who  voted,  whether  he  or  she  voted  aye  or  no.  If,  on  the 
presentation  of  such  statement,  no  voter  present  demanded  that 
the  question  should  be  taken  on  each  item  separately,  the  vote 
could  be  taken  in  the  manner  above  stated  upon  the  aggregate 
amount  contained  in  said  statement  as  needed  for  such  school 
purposes. 

Prior  to  chapter  500  of  the  Laws  of  189.*^  becoming  a  law, 
there  was  no  provision  of  the  school  law  designating  the  manner 
of  voting  npon  propositions  arising  at  school  meetings  involving 
the  expenditure  of  money,  or  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  tax  or 
taxes,  and  the  vote  thereon  was  usually  taken  viva  voce,    A 
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The  respondents  in  their  answer,  and  their  counsel  in  his  brief 
allege  that  this  matter  of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  members 
of  the  board  of  education  had  been  under  discussion  in  the  district 
for  a  long  time  and  everybody  agreed  to  it;  that  it  was  not 
sprung  on  the  meeting  suddenly  and  rushed  through  without  giv- 
ing a  chance  for  the  opposition;  that  it  was  generally  believed 
that  both  of  the  appellants  favored  and  voted  for  it;  that  the  ap- 
pellants participated  in  a  caucus  on  the  nomination  of  live  trus- 
tees, one  of  them  being  on  the  ticket  so  uomiuated;  that  the  v.ote 
authorizing  the  secretary  to  cast  a  ballot  for  such  increase  was 
unanimous. 

Assuming  all  such  allegations  to  be  true,  the  facts  alleged 
are  no  answer  or  defense  to  the  facta  herein  established,  that  said 
meeting  did  not  express  its  desire  to  make  such  change  and  in- 
crease in  the  manner  required  by  the  statute,  and  not  having  done 
80,  its  action  in  that  regard  was  illegal. 

It  is  clear  that  said  action  of  said  meeting  on  the  proposition 
to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  education  was 
not  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  law. 

In  my  decision  in  Ai)peal  No.  44(ir),  on  September  14, 1S9G,  which 
appeal  was  taken  from  the  action  of  the  annual  school  meeting 
held  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  3,  town  of  Castleton, 
Kichmoud  county,  in  attempting  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  education,  where  the  vote  thereon  was  taken 
by  acclamation,  I  held  that  such  action  was  illegal  and  void,  for 
the  reason  that  such  vote  was  not  taken  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  school  law.  As  in  the  action  of  the  meeting,  from  which 
the  appeal  herein  is  taken,  in  its  attempt  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  the  board  of  education  the  vote  was  not  taken  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  school  law,  I  follow  the  decision  in  No. 
44G5  and  hold  that  such  action  was  illegal  and  void.  The  differ- 
ence in  the  manner  in  which  the  vote  was  taken  in  District  No.  3, 
Castleton,  and  District  No.  G,  Northtield,  does  not  change  the  fact 
that  in  neither  of  said  districts  was  such  vote  taken  as  prescribed 
by  the  school  law. 

The  contention  of  the  respondents  herein,  that  the  action  of  this 
meeting  increasing  the  number  of  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion from  three  to  five,  having  been  a  substantial  com[)liance  with 
the  school  law,  and  five  members  of  said  board  having  been  voted 
for  at  said  meeting  by  ballot,  they  were  legally  elected  as  members 
of  said  board,  is  not  well  taken. 

I  hold  that  the  increase  of  the  number  of  members  of  the  board 
of  education  was  not  legally  made,  and  therefore  the  meeting 
could  not  legally  elect  five  members  of  said  board,  as  said  board 
at  the  time  the  said  meeting  was  held  and  the  vote  taken,  consisted 
of  but  three  members. 
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It  is  clear  that  said  annual  meotinp:  could  legally  elect  but  three 
trustees  of  the  board  of  education,  viz.:  One  for  the  full  term  of 
three  years  in  place  of  C.  11.  Ingalls,  whose  term  expired  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  August,  1800;  one  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Charles  n.  Vail,  and  one  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  George  H. 
Janneman,  each  of  whom  was,  on  July  8,  189G,  removed  by  me 
from  office  as  trustee  or  member  of  said  board.  It  does  not  appear 
clearly  when  the  terms  of  said  Vail  and  Janneman  respectively 
would'  expire.  The  ballot  should  have  had  stated  thereon  the 
name  of  one  person  and  that  one  for  the  full  term,  and  also  the 
names  of  two  other  persons  to  fill  the  unexpired  terms  of  Vail  and 
Janneman,  and  the  terms  respectively  for  which  such  persons  were 
to  serve. 

It  is  claimed  the  meeting  elected  two  trustees  for  three  years, 
two  trustees  for  two  years,  and  one  trustee  for  one  year.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  or  decide  which  of  the  two  elected  for  three 
years,  if  either,  was  elected  in  place  of  Ingalls,  whose  term  ex- 
pired on  the  day  of  the  meeting,  or  which  two  of  the  other  three 
were  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Vail  and  Janneman.  The 
five  persons  claimed  to  have  been  elected  for  the  term  of  time 
respectively,  as  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  were  not 
legally  elected  as  such,  even  assuming  that  the  increase  of  the 
members  of  said  board  was  legally  adopted.  If  the  members  of 
the  board  had  been  increased  to  five  it  was  the  duty  of  the  meeting 
to  elect  one  for  a  full  term  of  three  years  and  two  to  fill,  respec- 
tively, the  unexpired  terms  of  Vail  and  Janneman,  and  the  addi- 
tional two  divided  into  two  classes,  one  for  one  year,  and  one  for 
two  years.  Assuming  that  the  unexpired  terms  of  Vail  and  Jan- 
neman were  one  and  two  years,  the  meeting  could  have  legally 
elected  one  trustee  for  a  full  term  of  three  years;  two  trustees,  one 
for  one  year  and  one  for  two  years  to  fill  such  unxpired  terms;  and 
two  additional  trustees,  one  for  one  and  one  for  two  years. 

It  is  clear  that  the  five  persons  claimed  to  have  been  elected 
trustees  of  the  district  at  the  annual  meeting  are  not,  nor  is  any 
one  of  them,  dc  jure  trustees  or  a  trustee  of  the  district.  Whether 
such  persons  are,  or  any  of  them  is,  de  facto  trustees  or  trustee, 
in  or  of  said  district,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  decide  herein. 

As  to  the  contention  of  the  respondents  herein,  that  the  appeal 
herein  was  not  brought  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the 
annual  meeting,  and  should,  therefore,  be  dismissed,  I  would  state 
that  title  14  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1804,  relating  to 
appeals  io  the  State  Superintendent,  does  not  prescribe  the  time 
within  which  such  appeals  must  be  brought,  but  gives  to  him  the 
power  to  regulate  the  practice  therein.  Pursuant  to  such  power 
said  Superintendent  has  established  his  rules  regulating  the  prac- 
tice in  such  appeals,  and  in  Rule  3  it  is  provided  that  the  original 
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appeal  and  all  papers  be  annexed  thereto,  witb  proof  of  service  of 
copies  as  required  by  Rules  3  and  4,  must  be  sent  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  within  thirty  days  after  the  making 
of  the  decision  or  the  performance  of  the  act  complained  of,  or 
within  that  time  after  the  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  complaint 
came  to  the  appellant,  or  some  satisfactory  excuse  must  be  ren- 
dered for  the  delay. 

The  State  Superintendent  has  the  power  to  extend  the  time 
in  which  an  appeal  may  be  brought,  to  alter,  modify  or  change 
the  rule  made  by  him  relating  to  the  time  in  which  such  appeal 
may  be  brought  or  to  receive,  entertain  and  decide  an  appeal 
brought  after  the  thirty  days,  provided  an  excuse,  satisfactory 
to  him,  is  given  for  the  delay.  The  appellants  herein,  in  the 
affidavit  of  verification  to  this  appeal,  state  that  the  first  knowl- 
edge that  they  had  that  the  acts  complained  of  by  them  were 
illegal  was  upon  reading  a  copy  of  my  decision  in  the  "  New  Brigh- 
ton School  Appeal "  (Decision  No.  4465),  relative  to  acts  similar 
to  those  herein  appealed  from,  decided  September  14,  1896.  The 
reason  given  by  the  appellants  for  the  delay  being  satisfactory  to 
me,  I  received  said  appeal.  I  was  also  satisfied  that  by  entertain- 
ing the  appeal  and  deciding  upon  the  legality  of  the  acts  appealed 
from,  the  school  district  would  be  saved  from  appeals  taken  from 
the  acts  of  the  persons  claiming  to  be  the  trustees  of  the  district. 

The  appellants  herein  while  appealing  from  the  several  actions 
of  said  annual  meeting,  do  not  appeal  specifically  from  the  election 
of  Arthur  W.  Deas  as  clerk  of  the  district.  The  action  of  the 
meeting  in  the  election  of  a  clerk  of  the  district,  appears  to  be  as 
follows:  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Deas  was  nominated  for  clerk  of  the 
district  and  their  being  no  further  nominations,  on  motion  the 
meeting  unanimously  voted  that  the  chairman  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  cast  one  ballot  in  favor  of  Mr.  Deas;  this  being  done 
the  tellers  announced  one  ballot  cast  in  favor  of  Mr.  Deas  and  none 
in  the  negative. 

This  department  has  held,  since  the  school  law  has  required 
that  school  district  officers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  except  in 
a  few  instances  in  which  it  has  been  indisputably  established  that 
all  the  voters  present  desired  the  election  of  a  person  nominated 
for  a  district  office,  and  no  voter  asked  that  a  ballot  be  taken,  that 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  said  law  the  polls  should  be 
open,  and  the  vote  of  every  person  present  qualified  to  vote  who 
desired  to  vote,  received  (see  Decision  No.  4375);  that  the  delega- 
tion of  power  to  one  person  by  a  vote  taken  by  acclamation  or 
viva  voce,  to  cast  a  vote  for  a  district  officer  is  not  a  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  relative  to  the  election  of 
district  officers. 
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The  appeal  herein  alleges  that  no  inspectors  of  election  at  said 
annual  meeting  were  appointed  or  elected,  and  none  of  the  members 
of  the  board  of  education,  although  present,  acted  as  said  inspec- 
tors. Under  the  school  law  the  annual  meeting  of  a  union  fi^e 
school  district  should  organize  by  the  election  or  appointment  of 
a  chairman,  and  the  clerk  of  the  district,  if  present,  should  act  as 
clerk  of  the  meeting;  but  if  the  clerk  is  absent  a  clerk  of  the  meet- 
ing should  be  elected  or  appointed;  two  inspectors  of  election 
should  also  be  elected  or  appointed.  The  members  of  the  board 
of  education  do  not  act  as  inspectors  of  election  excM^pt  at  the  elec- 
ton  of  members  of  the  board  and  the  clerk  of  the  district,  held  in 
districts  where  the  number  of  children  is  over  three  hundred  and 
such  election  is  h€*ld  on  the  Wednesday  next  following  the  day 
designated  by  law  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  district. 
It  appears  that  at  said  annual  meeting  a  chairman  wat?  elected, 
and  that  Clerk  Deas  wa«  elected  clerk;  that  certain  proceedings 
were  taken,  including  the  nominations  for  trustees,  when  the  chair- 
man appointed  two  inspectors  of  election  or  tellers  and  two 
watchers.  There  was  no  necessity  for  electing  a  clerk,  the  clerk 
of  the  district  being  present  at  the  nwx^ting;  the  inspectora  of 
election  should  have  biH?n  appointed  as  soon  as  the  meeting  was 
organized,  and  the  school  law  does  not  recognize  any  school  officers 
of  a  school  meeting  as  "  watchers." 

I  decide:  First.  That  the  action  and  proceedings  of  siiid  annual 
meeting  relative  to  appropriating  money  and  authorizing  the  levy 
of  a  tax  or  taxes  for  the  items  contained  in  the  statement  of  the 
board  of  education  requii-ed  for  school  purposes,  or  for  the  appro- 
priation of  money  to  pay  any  other  item  presented  to  the  meeting 
and  authorizing  a  tax  to  [)ay  the  same,  were,  and  each  of  them 
was,  illegal  and  void. 

Second.  That  the  action  and  proce<?dings  of  said  annual  mcvting 
relating  to,  and  upon  the  motion  or  proposition  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district 
were,  and  each  of  them  was,  illegal  and  void ;  that  the  five  persons 
voted  for  and  declared  by  the  diainnan  of  said  meeting  to  hav(* 
been  elected  as  such  members  were  not,  nor  was  any  one  of  them, 
legally  elected,  nor  was  any  |x*rson  at  sudi  m(N»ting  legally  elected 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustei^s  or  iM^aixl  of  educati<m  of  said 
district. 

Bo  much  of  the  appt»al  h<M*(*in  as  is  specifically  taken  from  the 
action  and  procetniings  of  said  annual  me<Ming  in  appropriating 
money  and  authorizing  tlie  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes,  and  increasing 
the  number  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
district  from  three  to  five,  and  in  the  election  of  five  members  of 
the  board  of  education  of  said  district  or  any  member  of  said 
board,  is  sustained. 
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It  is  ordered,  That  all  actioiia  and  proceedinj^s  had  and  taken  at 
the  annual  school  ineetinfj  held  on  Anjjust  4,  189G,  in  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  G,  town  of  Northfield,  Richmond  county,  rela- 
tive to  the  followinj?  matters,  viz.:  Appropriating  money  and 
authoiizin^  the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  schools 
of  said  district  for  the  school  year  commencing  August  1,  1896, 
as  contained  in  the  statement  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
district,  presented  to  and  read  at  said  annual  meeting,  or  any  other 
appropriation  made  or  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  tax  to  pay  the 
same;  all  actions  and  proceedings  had  and  taken  upon  the  motion 
or  proposition  to  increase  the  numl>er  of  members  of  the  board  of 
education  of  said  district  from  three  members  to  five;  all  actions 
and  proceedings  had  and  taken  in  the  election  oralleged  election 
of  J.  W.  Wortz,  C.  II.  Ingalls,  W.  J.  Scott,  E.  C.  Sheridan  and 
W.  n.  Prall,  or  any  one  of  them,  as  trustees  or  members  of  the 
board  of  education  of  said  district,  be,  and  the  same  are,  and 
each  and  all  of  said  actions  and  i»roceedings  of  said  annual  meeting 
hereinbefore  specitied,  is  and  are,  hereby  vacated  and  set  aside 
as  illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  ordered.  That  Arthur  W.  Deas,  an  inhabitant  in, 
and  qualified  voter  of,  said  Union  Free  School  District  No.  6, 
town  of  Northfield,  Richmond  county,  without  unnecessary  delay, 
call  a  special  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  district,  qualified 
to  vote  at  school  meetings  in  said  district,  for  the  purpose  of  act- 
ing upon  the  statement  presented  by  the  board  of  education  of 
said  district  to  the  said  annual  meeting  of  said  district  held  on 
August  4,  ISOn,  of  the  sum  or  sums  required  to  be  raised  by  a  tax 
or  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  schools  of  said  district  for  the 
school  year  commencing  August  1,  ISDG,  and  also  to  elect  three 
trustees  or  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district, 
viz.:  One  trustee  for  the  full  term  of  three  years  in  the  place  of  C. 
H.  Ingalls,  whose  term  of  office  as  tnistee  expired  on  August  4, 
1890;  and  one  trustee  to  fill  the  unex])ired  term  for  which  Charles 
H.  Vail  was  elected,  and  one  trustee  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 
for  which  George  II.  Janneman  was  elected,  to  the  end  that  said 
board  of  trustees  or  board  of  education  of  said  district  shall  consist 
of  three  members. 

That  notice  of  such,  special  meeting  be  given  by  said  Arthur 
W.  Deas  in  the  manner  ])rescribed  for  giving  notice  of  meetings 
bv  boards  of  education  of  union  fr(»e  school  districts  as  contained 
in  section  10,  artich*  2,  tith*  S  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law  of 
1894,  and  the  amendments  thereof. 
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No.  4488 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Eugene  O.  Putnam  v.  The  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,-  Port  Rich- 
mond^ Richmond  County. 

Under  the  school  laws  and  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  this  Department  govern- 
ing uniform  examinations  of  persons  proposing  to  teach  common  schools  and  for  com- 
missioners' certificates,  a  first  grade  certificate  received  by  any  such  person  so 
ezanained  legally,  entitles  the  holder  thereof  to  teach  in  any  school  commissioner  dis- 
trict in  the  State;  and  that  such  right  ca*i  only  be  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  school 
commissioner,  having  a  valid  reason,  to  endorse  such  certificate.  That  the  first  grade 
certificate  granted  to  appellant  In  March,  189G,  entitled  him  to  teach  in  Richmond 
county  at  any  time  after  the  date  thereof  during  the  term  of  time  stated  therein,  subject 
to  such  right  being  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  school  commissiouer  of  such  county, 
for  a  valid  reason,  to  indorse  the  same.  That  the  contract  entered  Into  between  the 
appellant  and  the  then  trustees  of  the  district  was  a  legal  contract  binding  upon  the 
parties  thereto  and  upon  the  succeediug  trustees  of  the  district  and  upon  tlie  district 
That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the  district,  for  the  school  year  of  1896-7  to  recog- 
nize the  legality  of  the  contract  and  to  have  permitted  the  appellant  to  teach  in  the 
school  of  the  district  when  the  school  therein  was  opened  on  September  8.  1896,  the 
appellant  then  holding  such  first  grade  certificate,  Indorsed  by  the  school  commissioner 
for  Richmond  county. 

(Decided  October  14,  1896.) 

Thomas  W.  Fitzgerald,  attorney  for  appellant. 

The  appellant  in  the  above-entitled  matter  appeals  from  the 
action  of  the  respondents  therein  in  refusing  to  recognize  the 
appellant  as  qualilied  to  teach  in  the  school  in  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  6^  Port  Richmond,  Richmond  counly,  and  refusing 
to  permit  the  appellant  to  perform,  on  his  part,  a  certain  con- 
tract entered  into  on  June  8,  181)(>,  between  the  then  trustees  of 
said  district  and  the  appellant,  in  and  by  which  contract  the 
appellant  was  employed  to  teach  in  said  district  for  the  school 
year  of  189G-97  at  the  annual  compensation  of  $l,tIOO,  payable  in 
ten  monthly  installments  of  $1G0  on  the  lirst  day  of  each  month, 
the  first  installment  payable  on  the  first  of  October,  189G. 

The  respondents  have  answei-ed  said  appeal. 

The  following  facts  are  established  by  the  papers  filed  herein: 

That  in  the  month  of  March,  18l)G,  the  appellant  herein  received 
a  first-grade  certificate  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  this  State, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  school  laws  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  prescribed  by  the  State  Su])erintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  pursuant  to  the  authority  givi^n  him  by  said  school 
laws  for  the  examination  of  pei-sons  pro])osinj::  to  teach  in  said 
public  schools,  not  possessing  said  SiiptM-inl indent's  certificate  of 
qualification,  or  a  diploma  of  a  State  normal  school,  and  govern- 
ing uniform  examinations  for  certificates  of  school  commissioners, 
which  certificate  covered  a  period  at  least  as  long  as  the  contract 
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of  service  hereinafter  stated;  that  during  the  school  year  of  1895- 
96,  prior  to  July  8,  1890,  Charles  H.  Ingalls,  Charles  H.  Vail  and 
George  H.  Janneman  were  the  trustees  or  members  of  the  board 
of  education  of  said  school  district;  that  Messrs.  Vail  and  Janne- 
man, as  such  trustees,  under  date  of  April  6,  1896,  sent  to  the 
appellant  herein  a  letter,  signed  by  them  as  such  trustees,  stating 
that  we  having  considered  your  (appellant's)  letters  of  recom- 
mendation, and  having  from  other  sources  satisfied  ourselves  con- 
cerning your  (appellant's)  qualilications  to  fill  the  position  of  prin- 
cipal and  teacher  of  our  school,  agree  to  employ  you  at  a  salary 
of  f  1,600  per  year,  for  the  coming  school  year,  commencing  about 
September  1,  1896,  and  that  they  would  ratify  this  action  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  board;  that  the  foregoing  negotiations 
relative  to  the  employment  of  the  appellant  as  such  teacher  were 
opposed  by  Mr.  Ingalls,  the  third  member  of  said  board;  that  on 
June  8,  1896,  a  contract  was  entered  into  between  the  said  Vail 
and  Janneman,  as  such  trustees,  and  the  appellant  herein,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Memorandum  of  hiring  required  by  the  Consolidated  School  Liaw. 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  engaged  Mr.  E.  Ot.  Putnam  (a 
duly  licensed  teacher),  whose  certificate  does  not  expire  prior  to 
July  1,  1897,  to  teach  in  the  union  free  school,  district  No.  6, 
town  of  Northfield,  county  of  Richmond,  for  the  term  of  one  (1) 
year,  commencing  on  this  date,  at  a  yearly  compensation  of  |1,600, 
payable  in  ten  monthly  installments  of  f  160,  payable  on  the  first' 
day  of  each  month,  the  first  installment  payable  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1896;  this  hiring  and  employment  to  be  subject  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district 
now  in  force  and  such  other  rules  and  regulations  as  may  here- 
after be  made  and  promulgated  by  the  board. 

Dated,  Port  Richmond,  this  8th  day  of  June,  1896. 

C.  H.  VAIL, 

G.  H.  JANNEMLVN, 

TruMees, 

I  accept  the  foregoing  employment,  subject  to  the  conditions 
named  therein. 

E.   G.   PUTNAM, 

Teacher. 

That  on  July  8,  1896,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, in  a  decision  made  by  him,  upon  proceedings  on  a  peti- 
tion to  him  for  the  removal  of  said  Vail  and  Janneman  as  trus- 
tees of  said  district,  duly  removed  them;  that  at  the  annual  school 
meeting  held  in  said  district  on  August  4,  1896,  it  is  claimed  that 
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a  proposition  to  increase  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  education  of  said  district  from  three  to  five  was  adopted,  and 
that  the  respondents  herein  were  at  such  meeting  elected  as  trus- 
tees or  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district;  that  on 
August  21, 1896,  Mrs.  Julia  K.  West,  school  commissioner  of  Rich- 
mond county,  indorsed  the  said  first-grade  certificate  held  by  the 
appellant  herein ;  that  the  respondents  herein  decided  to  open  the 
school  in  said  district  on  September  8, 1896 ;  that  the  respondents 
herein  refused  to  recognize  the  aforesaid  contract,  dated  June  8, 
1896,  between  said  Vail  and  Janneman,  as  trustees  of  said  school 
district,  and  the  appellant,  and  refused  permission  to  the  appel- 
lant to  teach  in  said  school  under  said  contract,  or  to  allow  the 
appellant  to  perform  his  part  of  said  contract. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  records  in  this  Department,  that 
on  July  24, 1896,  C.  H.  Ingalls,  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  said  district,  was  informed  by  me  that  before  the  appellant 
herein  was  permitted  to  enter  upon  the  service  of  teaching  in  said 
district  that  he  (Ingalls),  as  such  member  of  said  board,  would 
have  the  right  to  demand  that  he  (appellant)  present  his  certificate 
of  qualifications  entitling  him  to  teach  in  said  district;  that  in 
the  month  of  August,  1896,  the  question  of  the  legality  of  said 
contract  employing  the  appellant  herein  to  teach,  was  submitted 
to  me  upon  certain  papers  and  letters  by  the  board  of  trustees  of 
said  district,  and  that  on  or  about  August  29,  1896,  I  informed 
said  board  through  J.  W.  Wortz,  its  president,  both  by  letter  and 
telegram,  and  also  the  appellant  herein,  that  I  sustained  said 
contract. 

The  respondents  herein,  in  their  answer,  allege,  upon  informa- 
tion and  belief,  that  the  said  Vail  and  Janneman,  in  making  said 
contract  with  the  appellant  herein  aga'.nst  the  protest  of  their  co- 
trustee, Ingalls^  did  so  with  the  purpose  of  forestalling  my  deci- 
sion in  the  proceedings  then  pending  before  me  for  their  removal 
from  office  and  forcing  upon  the  district  a  teacher  of  their  selec- 
tion; that  such  facts  were  known  to  appellant  at  the  time  lie 
made  the  contract.    Such  allegations  are  not  established  by  proof. 

While  it  may  be  that,  as  a  matter  of  taste,  said  Vail  and  Janne- 
man should  have,  pending  the  appeal  against  them,  abstained 
from  acting  in  the  matter  of  employing  teachers  for  the  school 
year  commencing  on  August  1,  1896,  it  not  appearing  that  any 
order  was  made  restraining  them  from  performing  any  act  which 
the  school  laws  of  this  State  permitted  them  to  do,  as  two  of  the 
trustees  of  said  district  they  had  the  legal  authority  to  act,  until 
removed  from  office,  in  the  employment  of  a  teacher  or  teachers. 

It  is  the  custom  in  school  districts,  whore  a  large  number  of 
teachers  are  employed,  for  the  school  authorities,  before  the 
schools  of  the  districts  are  closed,  to  contract  for  teachers  in  tl^e 
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schools  of  their  respectire  districts  for  the  ensuing  school  jear, 
and  the  school  law  authorizes  such  school  authorities  to  make 
such  contracts,  provided  the  services  are  to  be  performed  within 
the  school  year  next  following  the  date  of  the  contracts.  Nego- 
tiations relative  to  such  employment  are  often  entered  into  as 
early  as  was  the  one  with  api)ellant,  viz.,  April  Gth,  which  ripen 
into  contracts  concluded  at  dillereut  dates  in  May,  June  and  July 
following. 

The  respondents  herein  allege  that  the  term  of  service  of  said 
appellant,  being  for  one  year  from  June  8,  189G,  would  expire 
seven  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  school  year,  and  that  there  w^as 
no  vacancy  in  the  office  of  principal  or  teacher  in  the  school,  the 
contracts  with  the  teachers  then  teaching  not  expiring  until  June 
30, 181)G.  Neither  of  these  contentions  is  tenable.  The  communi- 
cation in  writing  to  the  ai)pellant,  under  date  of  April  6,  181)G, 
stated  that  the  trustees  agreed  to  em]»loy  the  ai»pellant  for  the 
coming  school  year  commencing  about  September  1, 181)G.  It  was 
clearly  understood  between. the  appellant  and  Vail  and  Janneman 
that  the  appellant  was  not  employed  to  teach  any  part  of  the 
school  year  of  181)5-l)G,  but  was  employed  for  the  term  of  time 
during  which  the  schools  of  the  district  were  held  during  the 
school  year  of  1890-1)7. 

The  main  ground  alleged  by  the  respondents  for  their  refusal 
to  recognize  the  contract,  made  between  the  appellant  and  Vail 
and  Janneman,  is  that  at  the  time  of  the  malting  of  said  contract 
the  appellant  did  not  possess  an  uuannulh^d  diploma  of  a  State 
normal  school,  or  an  unrevoked  or  unannulled  certiticate  given 
by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  or  an  unex- 
pired certiticate  of  (lualitication  given  by  a  school  commissioner 
within  the  district  in  which  the  said  Union  Fivi'  School  District 
No.  G  of  Northlield  is  situated,  and  that  therefore  the  appellant 
was  not  eligible  to  make  a  valid  and  binding  contract  according 
to  the  statute;  that  the  respondents  obtained  the  opinion  of 
counsel  and  were  advised  that  said  contract  was  not  binding  upon 
said  district  under  the  statutes  as  repeatedly  interpreted  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State;  that  the  appellant  did  not  have  the 
certificate  to  teach  held  by  him  indorsed  by  llie  school  commis- 
sioner of  the  school  commissioner  district  in  which  said  school 
district  is  situate  until  more  than  two  months  after  said  contract 
was  made,  and  that  his  alleged  employment  was  certainly  not 
within  the  hotter  of  the  law,  or  the  decisions  of  the  courts  as 
they  are  advised  and  believe. 

Annexed  to  said  answer  is  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  counsel 
consulted  by  the  respondents. 

Counsel  cites  section  11,  article  4,  title  8  (undoubtedly  intend- 
ing to  cite  subdivision  11  of  section  15,  article  4,  title  8),  section  38, 
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article  5,  title  7;  section  9  of  same  article  (undoubtedly  meaning 
subdivision  9  of  section  47,  article  G,  title  7),  of  the  Consolidated 
School  Law  of  1894,  chapter  550  of  the  Laws  of  1894;  and  also  the 
case  of  Gillis  v.  Space,  G3  Barbour,  177,  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  June,  1872,  and  the  case  of  Blandon  v.  Moses,  29  Hun, 
COG,  decided  in  April,  1883. 

The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  made  under  the  Con- 
solidated School  Act  of  18G4  and  the  amendments  thereof,  and 
upon  facts  before  the  court  in  each  case  respectively. 

In  Gillis  V.  Space  it  appears  that  the  plaiutilt*  and  the  then 
trustee  of  a  school  district  on  September  29,  1870,  entered  into 
a  written  agreement  whereby  the  plaintiff'was  engaged  to  teach 
school  in  said  district  for  the  term  of  one  year  commencing  October 
17,  1870;  that  on  October  11,  1870,  the  defendant  Space  was 
elected  trustee  of  the  district;  that  at  the  time  of  entering  into 
said  contract  the  plaintill'  had  no  license  or  certificate  as  a  teacher 
as  required  by  the  school  laws  then  in  force;  that  the  plaintiff 
claimed  it  w-as  agreed  that  she  should  procure  a  certificate  before 
the  commencement  of  the  school,  but  it  did  not  appear  that  such 
condition  was  embraced  in  the  w^ritten  contract;  that  on  October 
12,  1870,  the  plaintiff  procured,  under  the  laws  then  existing,  a 
certificate  from  a  district  commissioner,  that  is,  a  certificate  of 
qualifications  of  the  second  grade;  that  on  October  17,  1870,  the 
plaintiff  presented  herself  at  the  schoolhouse  and  offered  to  the 
defendant,  then  trustee,  to  enter  upon  her  said  contract  to  teach^ 
and  said  defendant  refused  to  permit  her  to  teach  and  gave  her 
a  written  notice  of  such  refusal  the  same  day,  in  which  he  stated 
the  grounds  of  his  refusal;  that  the  plaintiff*  gave  notice  of  readi- 
ness to  teach  the  school,  and  that  she  would  remain  in  readiness 
to  teach  for  a  year,  and  did  for  the  whole  year  hold  herself  in 
readiness  to  teach  such  school;  that  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action 
against  the  defendant  in  the  Supreme  Court  which  was  tried 
and  the  court  ordered  a  verdict  in  her  favor  for  $480,  the  contract 
price  for  the  whole  year;  that  exceptions  w  ere  taken  to  the  rulings 
of  the  court,  and  appeal  was  taken  to  the  General  Term.  The 
General  Term,  in  the  opinion  written  by  Barker,  justice,  passed 
upon  the  several  objections  taken  and  ordered  a  new  trial.  In 
his  opinion  Justice  Barker  said:  **  The  trustee  of  a  school  district 
has  no  power  to  contract  for  the  services  of  an  unlicensed  teacher 
and  bind  the  district.  If  he  should  make  a  condition  of  hiring 
that  the  teacher  should  procure  a  certificate  b(»fore  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  teaching,  such  contract  would  doubtless  be  valid, 
for  then  the  services  of  a  licensed  teacher  are  bargained  for, 
citing  provisions  of  the  school  act  of  1SG4,  and  page  140  of  the 
Code  of  Public  Instruction  of  18G8. 

10 
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In  Blandon  v.  Moses  it  appears  the  action  was  brought  in  the 
Onondagaconnty  court  to  recover  damages  for  the  breach  of  an 
oral  contract  by  which  the  defendant  employed  the  plaintiff  as 
a  teacher  for  his  school  district  for  the  period  of  twelve  weeks; 
that  after  the*  making  of  the  contract  the  defendant  notified  the 
plaintiff  that  he  revoked  the  contract;  that  at  the  time  the  con- 
tract was  made  the  plaintiff  had  no  license  to  teach,  but  after  the 
revocation  of  the  contract,  and  prior  to  the  time  the  school  was 
to  open  he  i)assed  an  examination  and  procured  the  requisite 
certificate;  that  a  judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
from  which  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  General  Term  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

In  the  memorandum  of  the  court  at  General  Term,  the  court 
said:  "Two  questions  are  presented  for  our  consideration  on 
this  appeal;  one  is,  was  the  contract  valid  and  binding  upon  the 
parties  thereto,  or  was  it  illegal  and  inoperative  for  the  reason 
that  the  dc^fendant,  as  trustee,  had  no  power  and  authority  to 
contract  for  the  plaintiff's  services  as  teacher,  he  at  the  time 
having  no  certificate  from  the  proper  officers?  In  Gillis  v.  Space, 
V}^  Barb.  177,  it  was  held  that  a  trustee  of  a  school  district  had 
no  authority  to  contract  for  the  services  of  an  unlicensed  teacher, 
and  that  an  executory  agreement  engaging  the  services  of  such 
a  person  was  invalid  and  not  binding  upon  the  school  district. 
This  decision  was  made  in  this  department  and  we  adhere  to  the 
interpn^tation  then  given  to  the  statute  creating  and  defining  the 
duties  and  ])owers  of  school  trustees  as  contained  in  chapter  555, 
Laws  of  18G4." 

The  contract  set  out  in  this  appeal  was  made  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894,  chapter  556,  of 
the  Laws  of  1894,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  pursuant  to  the  authority 
given  to  him  by  said  law,  in  force  at  the  time  said  contract  was 
made,  and  the  facts  established  relative  to  such  contract,  and  its 
legality  depends  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  such  provisions, 
rules  and  regulations. 

When  said  counsel  cited  in  his  opinion  certain  provisions  of 
the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894,  he  overlooked,  or  at  least 
omitted  to  cite,  some  other  provisions  of  said  law  material  to  be 
considered  in  determining  the  legality  of  the  contract  made  by 
the  appellant  and  Vail  and  Janneman. 

Section  14,  title  1  of  said  Consolidated  School  Law  enacts  that 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  shall  prepare 
suitable  registers,  blanks,  forms  and  n^gulations  for  making  all 
reports  and  conducting  all  necessary  business  under  this  act. 
and  shall  cause  the  same,  with  such  information  and  instruc- 
tions as  he  shall  deem  conducive  to  the  proper  organization  and 
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government  of  the  comniou  schools  and  the  due  execution  of  their 
duties  by  school  officers,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  officers  and 
persons  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  same. 

In  subdivision  5  of  section  13,  title  3  of  said  Consolidated 
School  Law,  it  is  enacted  that  every  school  commissioner  shall 
have  power,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  to  examine,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  prescribed  by  tht* 
Su-perintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  persons  proposing  to  teach 
common  schools  within  his  distnct,  and  not  possessing  the  Super- 
intendent's certificate  of  qualihcatiou  or  a  diploma  of  a  State 
normal  school,  and  to  inquire  into  the  moral  fitness  and  capacity; 
and,  if  he  find  them  qualified,  to  grant  them  certificates  of  quali- 
fication, in  the  forms  which  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Superintendent. 

In  section  15,  title  5  of  said  Consolidated  School  Law  it  is 
enacted  that  the  school  commissioners  shall  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe,  and  appeals  from  their  acts 
and  decisions  may  be  made  to  him.  as  hereinafter  provided. 

The  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  and  adopted  by  the  State 
Superintendent,  under  the  authority  of  the  provisions  of  the  school 
law  above  cited,  have  upon  school  officers  the  binding  force  of  a 
statute.  Among  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
State  Superintendent,  in  force  in  the  school  year  1805-9G,  govern- 
ing uniform  examinations  of  persons  proposing  to  teach  in  the 
common  schools,  and  the  granting  of  certificates,  was  the  rule 
that  a  school  commissioner  shall  indorse  for  the  full  period  for 
which  they  are  valid,  when  presented  to  him  or  her  for  indorse- 
ment, first  and  second  grade  certificates  issued  by  any  other  school 
commissioner  in  the  State,  unless  a  valid  reason  exists  for- with- 
holding such  indorsement.  A  valid  reason  is  held  to  mean,  a 
reason  based  upon  some  fact  known  to  the  commissioner  alTecting 
the  moral  or  mental  qualifications  of  the  person  to  whom  the  cer- 
tificate is  granted,  and  must  be  stated  by  the  commissioner.  An 
appeal  from  the  refusal  of  a  school  commissioner  to  indorse  such 
certificate  may  be  taken  to  the  State  Superintendent,  and  if  in 
his  opinion  the  school  commissioner  gives  no  valid  reason  for  his 
refusal,  he  may  order  the  school  commissioner  to  make  the  indorse- 
ment, and  if  such  order  is  not  obeyed  he  may  remove  from  office 
such  commissioner. 

As  long  ago  as  September,  1891,  upon  the  inquiry  of  a  school 
commissioner,  if  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  uniform 
examinations  for  commissioners'  certificates,  issued  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  were  binding,  and  if  it  was  within 
the  power  of  the  State  Superintendent  to  make  such  rules,  etc., 
the  Attomey-Oeneral  of  the  State  stated  that  he  found  nothing 
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therein  which  attempt  to  annul  or  is  in  conflict  with  the  statutory 
provisions  then  in  force,  or  which  is  beyond  the  power  granted 
to  the  State  Superintendent. 

By  subdivision  5  of  section  13,  title  5  of  the  Consolidated 
School  Law  of  1894,  above  quoted,  school  commissioners  have 
the  power  to  examine  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  have 
been  or  may  be  ])rescribed  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, persons  proposing  to  teach  common  schools,  etc. 

The  purpose  of  the  rule  that  school  commissioners  shall  indorse 
certificates  of  the  first  and  second  grade  when  no  valid  reason 
exists  for  a  refusal  to  indorse  is  given,  is  that  such  certificates 
shall  be  good  in  all  of  the  school  commissioner  districts  of  the 
State.  . 

It  does  not  appear  when  the  appellant  herein  presented  his 
certiticate  to  teach  to  the  school  commissioner  .of  Richmond 
county  for  indorsement,  but  it  appears  that  it  was  indorsed  on 
August  21,  18I)(),  about  eighteen  days  before  the  schools  in  the 
district  were  open,  and  his  services  as  a  teacher  therein  were 
required  under  his  contract,  it  can  not  be  seriously  contended 
that  a  person  holding  a  tirst  grade  certificate  will  present  his 
certificate  for  indorsement  to  a  school  commissioner  other  than 
the  one  who  signed  the  certificate,  until  he  has  secured  employ- 
ment to  teach  in  a  district  within  the  commissioner  district  of 
the  school  commissioner  whose  indorsement  is  required. 

Upon  the  first  grade  certificate,  letters  and  recommendations 
presented  by  the  appellant  herein,  on  or  prior  to  June  8,  1896, 
to  the  then  trustees  of  said  district,  said  trustees  had  the  right 
to  assume  that  there  was  no  valid  reason  why  the  indorsement 
of  said  certificate  by  the  school  commissioner  of  Kichmond  county, 
should  not  be  promptly  made. 

As  hereinbefore  stated,  in  the  month  of  August,  189G,  the 
respondents  herein  voluntarily  submitted  to  me  the  question  of 
the  legality  of  the  contract  employing  the  appellant,  and  on  or 
about  August  21),  189(),  received  through  the  respondent,  Wortz, 
both  by  letter  and  telegram,  as  did  also  the  appellant,  notice 
that  I  sustained  the  contract.  It  appears  by  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  said  respondents,  at  which  all  of  the 
respondents  were  present,  annexed  to  both  the  appeal  and  answer 
herein,  that  as  the  decision  by  me  was  adverse  to  their  views, 
such  decision  was  wholly  ignored.  Said  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
said  meeting  contains  the  following:  '*  Telegram  and  communi- 
cation from  the  State  Superintendent  received,  read  and  ordered 
placed  on  file.  Mr.  Ingalls  olTennl,  and  Mr.  Wortz  seconded,  a 
motion  that  Mr.  Putnam  be  requested  to  withdraw  his  claim 
under  his  so-called  contract.  On  vote,  the  president  declared 
it  to  be  a  tie  vote,  Mr.  Sheridan  not  voting.    On  motion  (Ingalls 
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and  Wortz)  it  was  voted  that  O.  H.  Hoag  be  employed  as  princi- 
pal for  three  months.  On  motion  (Ingalls  and  Wortz)  it  was 
voted  that  Mr.  Putnam  be  requested  to  withdraw  his  claim  under 
his  so-called  contract.*' 

In  the  copy  of  said  minutes  of  said  meeting;:,  annexed  to  the 
appeal  herein,  the  following  appears:  "Mr.  Ingalls  moved,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Wortz,  that  O.  II.  Iloag  be  employed  as  principal 
for  three  months;  Mr.  Ingalls  and  Mr.  Wortz  voting  *  yes '  and  bal- 
ance of  board  not  voting;  president  declared  motion  carried." 

It  clearly  appears  that  the  respondents  herein,  by  their  action 
at  said  meeting,  not  only  wholly  disregarded  their  submission 
to  me  by  them  of  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  contract  with 
appellant,  but  wholly  ignored  my  decision  by  adopting  a. resolu- 
tion requesting  the  appellant  to  withdraw  his  claim  under  the 
contract  which  I  had  decided  to  be  valid.  Not  only  did  the  respon- 
dents by  the  aforesaid  action  on  their  part  ignore  and  refuse  to 
accept  my  decision  upon  a  question  submitted  by  them  to  me, 
and  request  the  appellant  to  withdraw  his  claim  under  a  contract 
decided  by  me  to  be  valid;  but  they  went  further  and  employed, 
or  attempted  to  employ,  another  person  to  perform  the  services, 
which  the  appellant,  under  a  legal  contract  of  employment  was 
ready  and  willing  to  perform,  but  which  the  respondents  refused 
to  permit  him  to  perform. 

There  is  a  conflict  as  to  how  many  of  the  persons  present  at 
said  meeting  voted  to  employ  Hoag.  Assuming,  for  the  purpose 
of  argument  only,  that  the  five  respondents  present  at  the  meeting 
constitute  the  members  of  the  board  of  education  either  de  facto 
or  de  jure,  it  required  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  them,  viz.:  three, 
to  legally  authorize  the  employment  of  Hoag. 

The  respondents  herein  claim  to  be  acting  in  the  matter  of  the 
contract  with  appellant  impartially,  without  malice,  prejudice 
or  bias  either  for  or  against  the  appellant,  and  with  the  sole 
desire  to  do  what  is  right  and  legal.  Their  action,  as  set  out 
in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  their  meeting  of  August  31, 
1806,  has  caused  me  to  entertain  grave  doubts  whether  their 
claim  is  true. 

I  decide:  First.  That  under  the  school  laws  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  prescribed  by  this  department  governing  uniform  ex- 
aminations of  persons  proposing  to  teach  common  schools  and 
for  commissioners'  certificates,  that  a  first  grade  certificate  re- 
ceived by  any  person  so  examined  legally  entitles  the  holder 
thereof  to  teach  in  anv  school  commissioner  district  in  the  State; 
and  that  sucli  right  can  only  be  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  school 
commissioners  having  a  valid  reason,  to  indorse  such  certificate. 

Second.  That  the  first  grade  certificate  granted  to  appellant  in 
March,  1896,  and  held  by  him,  entitled  the  appellant  to  teach  in 
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Richmond  county  at  any  time  after  the  date  thereof  during  the 
term  of  time  stated  therein,  subject  to  that  right  being  defeated 
by  the  refusal  of  the  school  commissioner  of  said  county,  for  a 
valid  reason,  to  indorse  the  same. 

Third,  That  the  contract  entered  into  on  June  8,  1896,  between 
the  appellant  herein  and  said  Vail  and  Janneman,  as  trustees  of 
said  district,  was  a  legal  contract  binding  upon  the  parties  thereto, 
and  upon  the  succeeding  trustees  of  said  district,  and  upon  said 
district. 

Fourth.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  said  district, 
for  the  school  year  of  189n-97,  to  recognize  the  legality  of  gaid 
contract,  and  to  have  permitted  the  appellant  to  teach  in  the 
schools  in  said  district  under  said  contract,  when  the  school  for 
said  school  year  was  opened,  commencing  on  September  8,  1896, 
the  said  appellant  th(?n  holding  said  first  grade  certificate,  indorsed 
by  the  school  commissioner  of  Richmond  county. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered.  That  the  trustees  or  members  of  the  board  of 
education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  Port  Richmond, 
Richmond  county,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  to  recognize  the  appellant  herein,  Eugene  G. 
Putnam,  as  a  teacher  in  the  school  or  schools  of  said  district, 
under  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  trustees  of  said  dis- 
trict and  said  appellant,  dated  June  8, 1896,  and  to  permit  the  said 
appellant  to  teach  in  said  school  or  schools,  and  to  perform,  on  his 
pnrt.  the  terms  of  said  rontrart. 


No.  4407 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  W.  D.  Griffin  v,  Henry  L. 
LouNSBURY  and  Samuel  D.  Peterson,  Trustees  of  School  Dis- 
trict No.  17,  Town  of  Cortlandt,  Westchester  County. 

It  l8  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  dlstriet 
when  requested  to  do  so  by  a  respectable  number  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  district 
for  a  legitimate  object.  While  the  occasion  for  a  special  meeting  must  be  of  enough 
Importance  to  warrant  the  trustees  in  assembling  the  Inhabitants,  on  the  other  hand 
the  trustees  should  not  refuse  or  neglect  to  call  a  special  meeting  when  the  Interests 
of  the  district  plainly  demand  it,  or  when  petitioned  by  a  respectable  number  of  the 
inhabitants. 

(Decided  October  23.  18%.) 

On  August  24,  1896,  a  petition  signed  by  twenty-five  residents, 
taxpayers  and  voters  of  school  district  Nq.  17,  town  of  Cortlandt, 
Westchester  county,  addressed  to  the  school  trustees  of  school 
district  No.  17,  town  of  CJortlandt,  Westchester  county,  requcBting 
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said  trustees  to  call  a  special  school  meeting  within  the  next  ten 
days,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  selection  of 
a  schoolhouse  site,  and  the  building  of  a  schoolhouse  thereon,  and 
all  things  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  same,  was  pre- 
sented to  said  Henry  L.  Lounsbury  and  Samuel  D.  Peterson,  trus- 
tees of  said  school  district.  That  said  Lounsbury  was  willing  to 
call  said  meeting,  but  said  Peterson  opposed  the  calling  of  said 
meeting.  That  on  September  24,  1895,  no  special  meeting  of  said 
district  having  been  called  by  said  trustees  pursuant  to  the  prayer 
of  said  petition(n*s,  \V.  D.  Crrifliii,  a  lesidcMit  taxpaycT  and  voter 
in  said  school  district,  and  one  of  said  petitioners,  appealed  from 
the  refusal  of  said  trustees  to  call  said  meeting.  The  appeal 
herein  alleges  that  the  schoolhouse  and  grounds  in  said  district 
are  in  a  deplorable  condition  for  the  accommodation  of  school 
children  and  for  school  purposes,  and  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
taxpayers  in  the  school  district  are  desirous  of  having  a  new 
schoolhouse  and  better  accommodations.  That  there  are  but  two 
trustees  acting  in  said  district. 

No  answer  has  been  made  to  the  appeal  herein,  and  under  the 
rulings  of  this  Department  the  facts  alleged  in  said  appeal  are 
deemed  admitted  by  the  said  trustees,  Lounsbury  and  Peterson. 

This  Department  has  uniformly  held  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
trustees  of  a  school  district  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  dis- 
trict when  requested  to  do  so  by  a  respectable  number  of  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  district  for  a  legitimate  object.  While  the 
occasion  for  a  special  meeting  must  be  of  enough  importance  to 
warrant  the  trustees  in  assembling  the  inhabitants,  on  the  other 
hand  the  trustees  should  not  neglect  or  refuse  to  call  a  special 
meeting  when  the  interests  of  the  district  plainly  demand  it,  or 
when  petitioned  by  a  respectable  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  appeal  herein  shows  that  the  interests  of  said  district 
plainly  demand  that  said  special  meeting  petitioned  for  should  be 
called,  and  that  said  trustees  have  been  petitioned  for  said  special 
meeting  by  a  respectable  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered,  That  Henry  L.  Lounsbury  and  Samuel  D.  Peter- 
son, trustees  of  school  district  No.  17,  town  of  Corthmdt,  West- 
chester county,  without  unnecessary  delay,  call  a  special  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  of  said  school  district  qualified  to  vote  at  school 
meetings  therein,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  and 
acting  upon  the  proposition  of  changing  the  schoolhouse  site  and 
designating  a  new  schoolhouse  site,  and  directing  its  purchase 
and  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  tax  to  pay  for  said  site;  and  also 
take  into  consideration  the  erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse  upon 
the  present  school  site  or  upon  a  new  site,  and  to  authorize  the 
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construction  of  a  new  schoolhouse,  and  the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes 
in  one  sum  or  in  equal  annual  installments,  to  paj  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  new  schoolhouse. 


No.  4498 


In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Cyrus  Cudxey  v.  Michael  Mc- 
Dermott  as  Trustee  of  School  District  No.  4,  Town  of  Olive, 
Ulster  County. 

When  at  an  annual  school  meeting  In  any  school  district  a  resident  of  the  district*  but 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  Is  chosen  to  any  district  offlco,  such  person  is  not  a 
qualified  voter  of  the  district  and  is  not  eligible  to  hold  any  district  office. 

(Decided  October  23,  1896.) 

F.  Arthur  Wcsthrook,  attorney  for  appellant. 

The  appellant  in  the  above-entitled  matter  appeals  from  the 
election  of  Michael  McDermott  as  trustee  of  school  district  No.  4, 
town  of  Olive,  Ulster  county,  at  the  annual  school  meeting  held  in 
said  district  on  Aujrust  4,  180(5,  upon  the  ground  that  said  Mc- 
Dermott was  not  a  (jualified  voter  of  said  district  on  said  date,  not 
then  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  hence,  not  eligible  to 
hold  the  ottice  of  trustee  under  the  provisions  of  the  school  law. 

The  appellant  alleges  in  his  ai)peal  that  said  McDennott  did  not 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  until  September  7,  1806. 

The  appeal  herein  was  not  brought  until  October  13,  1806, 
but  the  appellant  alleges  he  did  not  know  of  the  fact  that  Mc- 
Dermott was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  until  August  14, 
1806,  and  that  since  that  date  two  ai)peals  have  been  sent  to  this 
department,  both  of  which  were  returned  as  not  being  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  of  this  department. 

The  resi)ondent  McDermott  has  filed  an  answer  to  said  appeal 
in  which  he  admits  that  he  did  not  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  until  Se])tember  7,  1806.  He  alleges  that  the  appellant 
knew  by  general  report,  if  not  as  a  fact,  before  August  14,  1806. 
that  he  (McDermott)  was  not  such  a  citizen,  and  asks  as  the  appel- 
lant has  not  been  injured  in  any  of  his  rights  by  any  act  of  the 
respondent  as  trustee,  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  11,  article  1,  title  7,  of  the  Con- 
solidated School  Lawof  lS04,a  person  to  be  a  qualified  voter  in  any 
school  district  must  be  of  full  age,  a  resident  of  the  school  district 
and  must  have  resided  therein  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  next 
preceding  any  annual  or  special  meeting  held  therein,  and  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  must  possess  one  or  more  of  the  other 
qualifications  mentioned  in  said  section. 
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In  section  23,  article  3,  title  7  of  said  Consolidated  School  I^aw  it 
is  enacted  that  **  every  district  oflicer  must  be  a  resident  of  his 
school  district,  and  qualilied  to  vote  at  its  meetings.'- 

It  is  conceded  by  the  respondent  McDermott,  that  on  August  4, 
1890,  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Under  the  school 
law  he  was  not  a  qualilied  voter  of  said  school  district  No.  4,  Olive, 
Ulster  county,  and  not  eligible  to  hold  any  district  office. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained. 

It  is  ordered.  That  the  election  of  Michael  McDeimott  as  trustee 
of  school  district  No.  4,  town  of  Olive,  Ulster  county,  at  the  annual 
meeting  held  on  August  4,  ISOO,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  vacated 
and  set  aside  as  illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  school  district  No.  4, 
town  of  Olive,  Ulster  county,  without  unnecessary  delay,  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  qualified  to  vote 
at  school  meetings  therein,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  trustee 
of  said  district  for  the  present  school  year. 


No.  4400 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  R.  n.  Palmer  and  Others  v.  Oscar 
n.  Farrington  and  James  S.  Sloan,  Trustees,  School  District 
No.  9,  Town  of  Montgomery,  Orange  County. 

Where  at  a  school  district  meeting  the  Tote  upon  a  motion  or  resolution,  empowering  the 
trustee  of  the  district  to  enter  Into  a  written  contract  with  the  board  of  education  of  an 
adjoining  union  free  school  district  whereby  p.ll  the  children  of  the  district  may  be 
entitled  to  be  taught  In  the  public  schools  of  such  adjoining  union  free  school  district, 
Is  not  taken  by  ballot  nor  by  taldng  and  reco.ding  the  ayes  and  noes  of  the  qualified 
Toters  present  and  voting,  such  motion  or  resolution  was  not  legally  adopted,  and  the 
trustee  or  trustees  of  the  district  were  not  duly  and  legally  empowered  to  make  such 
contracL 

(Decided  October  26,  'l896.) 

E.  B.  Walker,  attorney  for  respondents. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter  appeal  from  the 
refusal  of  the  respondents  herein,  as  trustees  of  school  district 
No.  9,  Town  of  Montgomery,  Orange  county,  to  contract  with  the 
Walden  High  School,  wht^reby  all  the  cliildren  of  said  school 
district  may  be  entitled  to  be  taught  in  said  Walden  High  School 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  da^'s  in  the 
school  year  of  189G-7,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  empowering  said 
tnistees  to  make  such  contract  for  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding 
|275,  adopted  at  the  annual  school  meeting  held  in  said  district 
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on  Au^uf*!   4,  1SJ)(».  as  allej^ed  by  the  appellants  herein  in  Huid 
appeal. 

The  respondents  herein  have  answered  the  appeal,  and  ask  that 
the  appeal  be  dismissed  upon  various  grounds  alleged  therein, 
and  deny  each  and  every  allegation  (Contained  in  the  appeal.  The 
respondents  allege  that  the  vote  on  the  motion  or  resolution  set 
forth  in  said  appeal  was  not  by  ballot  or  ascertained  by  taking  and 
recording  the  ayes  and  noes  of  the  qualified  voters  attending  and. 
voting  at  such  district  meeting;  nor  did  such  motion  or  resolution 
receive  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  dis- 
trict ;  that  at  said  meeting  a  vote  as  required  by  law  was  demanded 
but  such  demand  was  refused  and  ignored. 

The  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  school  meeting  as  recorded 
by  the  clerk  of  the  district,  relative  to  said  motion  or  resolution, 
are  as  follows:  "  Resolution  ottered  and  seconded,  that  the  trus- 
tees of  school  district  No.  9  be  requii-ed  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  the  board  of  education  of  Walden  High  School  to  teach  the 
children  of  this  district  for  ensuing  year  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
1275.     Carded.^' 

That  there  is  nothing  in  said  records  to  show  how  the  vote  upon 
siiid  resolution  was  ascertained,  or  the  manner  of  voting  thereon. 

The  appellants  in  their  reply  to  the  answer  herein,  concede  that 
the  vote  upon  said  resolution  was  not  by  ballot  nor  by  taking 
and  recording  the  ayes  and  noes. 

In  section  14,  article  4,  title  15  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894,  as  amended  by  section  18,  chapter  2()4  of  the  Laws  of  189(>. 
it  is  enacted  that  "  whenever  any  school  distnct  adjoining  a  city 
or  village,  or  adjoining  any  union  free  school  district  by  a  vote  of 
a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  district,  shall  empower 
the  trustees  thereof,  the  said  trustees  shall  enter  into  a  written 
ciontract  with  the  boai-d  of  education  of  such  city,  village  or  union 
free  school  district,  vvhei*ebv  all  the  children  of  such  disitrict  mav 
be  entitled  to  Ix*  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  such  city,  village  or 
union  free  school  district  for  a  pi^riod  of  not  less  than  one  hundivd 
and  sixty  days  in  any  scliool  year,  upon  filing  a  ("opy  of  sucli  con- 
tract, duly  certified  by  the  trustees  of  such  sdiool  district,  and  by 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  education  of  such  city,  village  or  union 
free  school  district  in  the  ofiice  of  the  State*  Sui)erintendent  of 
Public  Instruction." 

Subdivision  18  of  section  14,  article  1,  title  7  of  the  Consolidate<l 
School  Law  of  1894,  enacts  that  **in  all  propositions  arising  at  said 
district  meetings,  involving  the  expenditure  of  money,  or  author- 
izing the  levy  of  a  tax  or  taxes,  the  vote  thereon  shall  be  by  ballot 
or  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  the  aye«  and  noes  of  such 
qualified  voters  attending  and  voting  at  such  district  meetings." 

The  respondents  herein,  as  trustees  of  school  district  No.  9,  were 
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not  required^  to  enter  into  a  contract  under  the  provisions  of 
section  14,  article  4,  title  15,  above  quoted,  unless  said  school 
district  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said 
district  should  empower  them  to  do  so.  The  motion  or  resolution 
empowering  or  retiuring  said  trustees  to  enter  into  said  contract, 
being  a  proposition  arising  at  said  school  meeting  involving  the 
expenditure  of  money,  the  vote  thereon  should  have  been  taken 
by  ballot  or  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording  the  ayes  and 
noes  of  such  qualified  voters  attending  and  voting  at  such  meet- 
ing. 

I  decide  that  said  resolution  requiring  said  trustees  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  board  of  education  of  Walden  High 
Rchool  to  teach  the  children  of  said  district  for  the  ensuing  school 
year  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $275.  was  not  legally  adopted,  and 
that  said  trustees  of  said  district  have  not,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  district,  been  empowered  to  make 
raid  contract. 

The  appeal  herein  is  dismissed. 


No.  4504 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Thomas  H.  Madigan,  Thomas  8. 
BvAif  AND  Nicholas  J.  Mahony  from  Proceedings  of  Annual 
School  Meeting  held  on  August  4,  1896,  in  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  10,  Towns  of  Half  Moon  and  Stillwater,  Saratoga 
County;  and  from  District  Election  held  August  5, 1896. 

When  at  an  annual  school  meeting  it  became  Impossible  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
meeting  by  reason  of  the  noise  and  disorder  existing;  Held,  that  the  declaration  of  the 
chairman  adjourning  the  meeting  was  proper;  that  after  such  adjournment  by  the 
chairman  the  powers  of  the  meeting  were  exhausted,  and  neither  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  nor  any  other  person  or  persons  could  legally  reconvene  said  annual  meeting 
or  orpanize  a  new  meeting,  and  that  all  proceedings  taken  by  the  persons  remaining  in 
the  building  after  such  adjournment  and  after  the  chairman,  clerk  and  other  persons 
left  the  ball  and  building,  were  illegal  and  void;  that  election  of  trustees  end  clerk  of 
tho  district,  held  on  the  Wednesday  following  the  annual  meeting,  not  being  an  adjourn* 
ment  of  the  annual  meeting  nor  a  special  meeting  duly  called  and  held,  was  illegal 
and  Told. 

(Decided  October  31.  1896.) 

0.  Warner,  attorney  for  appellants. 

J,  F.  Terry,  attorney  for  respondents. 

The  appeal  is  taken  from  the  action  of  the  annual  school  meet- 
ing held  August  4,  1896,  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  10, 
of  the  towns  of  Half  Moon  and  Stillwater,  Saratoga  county;  and 
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from  an  alleged  election  of  two  trustees  of  said  district  and  a 
clerk  of  said  district,  held  on  August  5,  181)6,  in  said  district,  and 
the  declaration  that  Edgar  Holmes  and  W.  B.  Neilson  were 
elected  as  trustees,  and  Herbert  K.  Baker  clerk;  and  from  the 
decision  of  the  board  of  education  recognizing  said  Holmes,  Neil- 
son  and  Baker  as  such  trustees  and  clerk,  and  refusing  to  recog- 
nize the  appellants  as  such  trustees  and  clerk. 

With  the  appeal  herein,  the  joint  aflidavit  of  the  appellants 
and  eight  other  persons,  in  support  of  the  allegations  contained 
in  the  appeal,  was  filed. 

Messrs.  Daniel  E.  La  Dow  and  others^  claiming  to  be  members 
of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district,  have  tiled  an  answer 
to  the  appeal,  and  with  such  answer  have  filed  the  joint  affidavit 
of  the  respond(fnts  and  sixty  or  more  qualified  voters  of  the  district 
in  support  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  answer. 

The  main  contentions  of  the  respondents  are  that,  at  the  time 
the  chairman  of  said  annual  meeting  adjourned  said  meeting, 
the  noise  and  disorder  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  transact  any  business;  and  that  the  action  of 
the  meeting  upon  the  resolution  to  postpone  the  election  of  trus- 
tees and  clerk  until  Wednesday,  the  day  following  said  meeting, 
and  the  amendment  thereof  that  said  election  be  then  held,  and  to 
reconsider  its  action  upon  holding  such  election  on  W^ednesday, 
were  in  effect  and  equivalent  to  an  affirmative  majority  vote  and 
determination  of  said  meeting  to  hold  such  election  on  Wednes- 
day, the  next  following  day  after  said  meeting. 

TJie  following  facts  are  established: 

TJiat  the  annual  school  meeting  of  Union  Free  School  District 
No.  10,  towns  of  Half  Moon  and  Stillwater,  Saratoga  county,  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  August  4,  1890,  and  was  duly  organized 
bv  the  choice  of  Herbert  O.  l^ailev  as  chainnan,  Herbert  R. 
Baker,  the  clerk  of  the  district,  acting  as  clerk  of  the  meeting; 
that  after  the  reading  and  adoption  of  reports  of  school  officers 
and  voting  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  chairman 
announced  that  the  next  business  in  order  was  the  election  of  two 
trustees  and  a  clerk  of  the  district,  and  thereupon  a  motion  was 
made  that  such  election  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  next  follow- 
ing day,  which  motion  was  amended  to  the  elTect  that  such  election 
be  then  held;  that  objection  was  taken  to  the  amendment,  that  it 
should  be  declared  not  in  order,  as  the  election  must  then  be  held 
unless  the  meeting  should  determine  that  it  should  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  or,  in  other  words,  that  vote  in  favor  of  the  original 
motion  would  determine  that  the  election  would  be  held  on 
Wednesday  and  a  vote  against  the  motion  would  require  the 
election  to  then  be  held,  and  therefore  the  amendment  was  not 
in  order  and  should  not  be  entertained;  that  the  chairman  enter- 
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tained  the  amendment  and  directed  that  all  persons  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  should  take  the  east  side  of  the  hall,  and  those 
opposed,  the  west  side,  and  the  chairman  appointed  two  tellers 
to  count  the  persons  on  the  east  side  and  two  other  tellers  to 
count  the  persons  on  the  west  side  of  the  hall;  that  the  tellers 
on  the  west  side  proceeded  to  count  the  persons  on  that  side  of 
the  hall,  and  completed  said  count  without  trouble,  interference 
or  delay;  that  the  tellers  on  the  east  side,  after  making?  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  count  the  persons  on  that  side,  informed 
the  chairman  that  many  persons  on  said  east  side  were  standing 
on  the  floor  and  on  chairs,  and  others  moving  about,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  count  the  persons  unless  they  were  seated  and 
in  order;  that  the  chairman  requested  said  persons  to  take  their 
seats  and  to  keep  quiet  and  in  order,  but  that  but  few  complied 
with  such  request,  but  continued  to  stand  and  move  about,  and 
persons  having  been  counted  by  the  tellers  moved  ahead  of  the 
tellers  and  were  again  counted;  that  there  were  in  said  hall  at  the 
time  of  said  count  many  persons  not  qualified  to  vote  at  said 
meeting  who  were  counted  by  the  tellers;  that  by  reason  of  the 
noise  and  disorder  prevailing  among  the  persons  on  the  east  side 
of  said  hall,  and  the  crowding  and  pushing  of  the  persons  moving 
about  it  was  impossible  for  the  tellers  to  make  an  approximately 
correct  account  of  such  persons;  that  the  tellers  of  the  persons 
on  the  east  side  of  the  hall  reported  to  the  chairman  the  number 
of  persons  to  be  508,  and  the  tellers  on  the  west  side  reported  to  the 
chairman  the  number  of  persons  to  be  302,  the  result  of  the  vote 
upon  said  amendment  being  508  in  favor  and  302  against;  that 
upon  the  announcement  of  the  result  by  the  vote  upon  such  amend- 
ment the  chairman  then  stated  the  question  was  u])on  said  motion 
amended,  and  requested  those  in  favor  to  say  aye  and  the  response 
of  aye  was  made  on  the  east  side,  and  thereupon  those  opposed 
were  requested  to  say  no,  and  the  response  of  no  was  made  on  the 
west  side,  and  the  chairman  declared  that  the  motion  as  amended 
was  lost;  that  upon  said  declaration  of  the  chairman  the  persons 
on  the  west  side  cheered  and  those  on  the  east  side  screeched  and 
hissed,  and  fists  were  shaken  at  the  chairman  and  threats  made 
to  throw  him  from  the  platform;  tliat  order  was  partly  restored 
and  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  whereupon  shouting  and  yell- 
ing ensued  which  continued  for  some  time,  when  the  motion  was 
put  by  the  chairman  and  declared  lost,  wliich  declaration  was  fol- 
lowed by  shrieks,  yells  and  groans:  that  after  some  effort  the  chair- 
man succeeded  in  restoring  partial  order,  and  stated  in  substance 
that  it  was  impossible  to  transact  any  business  on  account  of  the 
noise  and  disorder;  that  he  was  unable  to  tell  who  addressed  him 
or  what  they  said,  or  in  all  cases  to  determine  the  result  of  a  vote, 
and  that  if  order  was  not  maintained  he  would  adjourn  the  meet- 
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ing  of  his  own  motion,  which  statement  was  received  with  hisses, 
shaking  of  lists  and  threats  to  throw  the  chairman  from  the  plat- 
form and  to  elect  another  chairman  in  his  place;  that  a  motion  was 
then  made  that  the  vote  on  the  motion  as  amended  in  relation 
to  the  time  for  holding  the  election  be  reconsidered,  which  motion 
was  put  by  the  chairman  and  declared  lost,  and  thereupon  an- 
other scene  of  noise,  confusion  and  disorder  occurred,  increasing 
in  volume  and  virulence;  vile  epithets  were  applied  to  some  of  the 
persons  and  to  the  chairman;  several  persons  rushed  upon  the 
platform  shouting  and  demanding  that  another  chairman  be 
chosen,  several  persons  shaking  their  fists  in  the  face  of  the  chair- 
man, and  threatening  two  members  of  the  board  of  education 
with  personal  violence;  that  after  this  scene  of  disorder  had  con- 
tinued for  a  period  of  five  to  ten  minutes,  the  chairman  stated 
to  those  present^  in  substance:  "  It  is  impossible  to  transact  any 
further  business  at  this  meeting  on  account  of  the  noise  and  dis- 
order, and  I  therefore  declare  this  meeting  adjourned;  "  that  upon 
said  adjournment  of  said  meeting  the  president  of  the  board  of 
education  announced  to  the  persons  present  that  the  election  for 
trustees  and  district  clerk  would  be  held  the  next  following  day 
at  the  school  building  in  said  district  from  12  o'clock  noon  until 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  thereupon  the  chairman  and  clerk 
of  the  meeting  and  the  persons  on  the  west  side  of  the  hall  left  the 
hall  and  did  not  return  that  night;  that  after  the  persons  so  as 
aforesaid  left  said  hall  the  persons  remaining  therein  organized 
by  electing  a  chairman  and  clerk,  and  choosing  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  two  trustees  and  a  clerk  for  said 
district,  such  balloting  being  held  open  until  10  o'clock  p.  m.; 
that  the  ballots  received  were  canvassed  by  said  inspectors  and 
the  result  announced  by  them  as  follows:  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast  245,  of  which  the  appellants,  Thomas  H.  Madigan  and  Thomas 
S.  Ryan,  received  245  votes  for  the  office  of  trustee,  and  the  appel- 
lant, Nicholas  J.  Mahoney,  received  245  for  district  clerk,  and 
thereupon  said  meeting  adjourned;  that  on  the  day  following  said 
annual  school  meeting,  to  wit:  on  Wednesday,  August  5,  1896,  a 
meeting  or  election  was  held  in  said  school  building,  conducted  by 
the  board  of  education  of  said  district  as  inspectors  of  election, 
for  the  election  of  two  trustees  of  said  district  and  for  a  district 
clerk;  that  the  polls  of  said  election  opened  at  12  o'clock  noon  and 
closed  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day;  that  at  said  elec- 
tion 550  ballots  were  cast  by  an  equal  number  of  qualified  voters 
of  said  district,  and  of  said  ballots  cast,  Edgar  Holmes  and  Willie 
B.  Ncilson  each  received  for  trustee  548  votes,  and  Thomas  H. 
Madigan  and  Thomas  S.  Ryan  each  received  for  trustee,  2  votes, 
and  that  Herbert  R.  Raker  received  for  district  clerk  548  votes, 
and  Nicholas  J.  Mahoney  received  2  votes;  that  at  the  organization 
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of  said  board  of  education,  on  August  11,  1896,  the  said  Holmes 
and  Neilson  were  recognized  and  received  as  members  of  said 
board  and  said  Baker  as  district  clerk,  and  ever  since  have  acted 
as  such,  and  that  said  Madigan  and  Ryan,  who  claimed  to  have 
been  elected  trustees,  and  said  Mahoney,  who  claimed  to  have  hL\ni 
elected  district  clerk,  on  August  4,  189(5,  were  not  received  nor 
recognized  by  s^aid  board  as  such  trustees  and  clerk. 

It  further  appears  that  besides  the  qualified  voters  in  the  hall 
in  the  school  building  on  the  evening  of  August  4,  1890,  there 
were  outside  of  said  building  a  large  number  of  qualified  voters 
of  the  district,  a  majority  of  whom  were  women,  all  of  whom  wen* 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  attending  and  voting  at  the  election 
of  district  officers  if  such  election  had  been  then  held. 

It  is  not  shown  how  many  qualified  voters  there  were  residing 
in  said  district  on  August  4, 189G.  I  assume  that  said  Union  Fret* 
School  District  No.  10  is  one  whose  limits  do  not  correspond  to 
those  of  an  incorporated  village  or  city,  and  that  the  number  of 
children  of  school  age  in  said  district  exceeds  '^00. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  qualified  voters  of  sa:d  district  at  its 
annual  meeting  held  on  August  4,  189G,  to  elect  the  trustees  and 
district  clerk,  unless  said  meeting,  after  transacting  the  othei* 
business  required  by  the  school  law,  legally  adjourned  said  meet- 
ing to  a  day  named  for  the  purpose  of  completing  its  business 
and  electing  its  district  officers,  or,  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 14,  article  3,  title  8.  of  the  Consolidated  Scliool  T  aw  of  1894. 
the  qualified  voters  of  such  district,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of 
those  present  and  voting  at  any  annual  meeting,  or  any  duly 
called  special  meeting,  to  be  ascertained  by  taking  and  recording 
the  ayes  and  noes,  determined  that  the  election  of  the  members 
of  the  board  of  education  and  clerk  of  said  district  shall  be  hc^ld 
on  the  Wednesday  next  following  the  day  designated  by  law  for 
holding  the  annual  meeting. 

It  is  clear  that  when  the  annual  meeting  of  said  district  was 
adjourned  by  the  chairman  it  was  not  adjourned  to  a  day  certain, 
but  sine  die. 

It  is  not  shown  that  the  voters  of  said  district  at  any  annual 
meeting,  or  at  any  duly  called  special  meeting,  ever  determined 
under  the  said  provisions  of  section  14,  article  3,  title  8,  of  the 
Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894.  above  cited,  that  the  election  of 
the  members  of  the  board  of  education  and  district  clerk  shall  be 
held  on  the  Wednesday  next  following  the  day  designated  by  law 
for  holding  the  annual  meeting  therein.  The  disgraceful  and 
riotous  manner  in  which  persons  attending  said  annual  meeting 
acted  authorized  the  chairman  of  said  meeting  to  adjourn  the 
same.  After  such  adjournment  of  said  annual  meeting  by  the 
ehairman,  the  powers  of  said  meeting  were  exhausted,  and  neither 
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the  chairman  of  said  meeting  nor  any  other  person  or  persons, 
could  reconvene  said  annual  meeting  or  organize  anew  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  district,  and  all  proceedings  to  that  end  taken  by 
the  persons  remaining  in  said  school  building  after  said  adjourn- 
ment and  after  the  chairman,  clerk  and  other  persons  left  the 
hall  and  building  were  illegal  and  void. 

1  decide:  First.  The  chairman  of  said  annual  school  meeting, 
held  in  said  district  on  August  4,  181)G,  in  adjourning  said  meet- 
ing acted  properly,  and  his  action  is  sustained. 

Second,  That  the  alleged  meeting  organized  and  held  in  said 
school  building  in  said  district  on  August  4, 181)G,  after  the  annual 
school  meeting  had  been  adjourned  and  the  chairman,  clerk  and 
others  had  left  the  hall  and  building,  was  neither  the  annual 
meeting  nor  a  special  meeting  duly  called,  and  was  illegal  and 
void;  that  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  thereat  were  illegal  and 
void. 

Third.  That  the  appellants  Thomas  H.  Madigan  and  Thomas 
H.  Kyan  were  not  legally  elected  as  trustees  of  said  school  dis- 
trict, and  that  the  appellant  Nicholas  J.  Mahoney  was  not  legally 
elected  district  clerk  of  said  district. 

Fourth.  TJiat  the  meeting  or  election  held  in  said  district  on 
Wednesday,  August  5,  181)G,  not  being  an  adjournment  of  the 
annual  meeting  nor  a  8])ecial  meeting  duly  called  and  held,  was 
not  duly  and  legally  called  or  held,  and  that  Edgar  Holmes  and 
Willie  I^  Neilson  were  not  legally  elected  trustees  of  said  dis- 
trict, and  that  Herbert  K.  Baker  w^as  not  legally  elected  district 
clerk  of  said  district. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  is  taken 
from  the  election  of  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Neilson  as  trustees  of  the 
district,  and  said  15aker  as  district  clerk,  and  dismissed  as  to  all 
other  matters. 

It  is  ordered.  That  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  at  the  alleged 
annual  school  meeting  held  in  said  school  district  on  August  4, 
1800,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  annual  school  meeting  held 
therein  on  said  date,  by  the  chairman,  be,  and  the  same  are,  and 
each  of  them  is,  vacated  and  set  aside  as  illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  ordered.  That  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  at  the 
alleged  meeting  or  election  held  in  said  district  on  Wednesday, 
August  5, 1800,  be.  and  the  same  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  vacated 
and  set  aside  as  illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  orderc^d.  That  the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  10,  towns  of  Half  Moon  and  Stillwater,  Sara- 
toga county,  without  unnecessary  delay,  call  a  special  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  district  qualified  to  vote  at  school  meet- 
ings therein  for  the  purpose  of  electing  two  trustees  of  said  dis- 
trict, and  a  district  clerk  of  said  district,  in  place  of  the  two  trns- 
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tees  and  of  said  district  clerk,  whose  respective  terms  of  office 
expired  on  August  4,  1896. 


No.  4505 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  Manly  S.  Dodoe,  for  the  Remoyal 
from  Office  of  Jerome  L.  Westbrook,  as  Trustee  of  School  Dis- 
trict No.  8,  Town  of  Van  Etten,  Chemung  County. 

Where  at  a  school  meeting  a  trustee  of  a  school  district  is  empowered  to  contract  with  the 
board  of  education  of  an  adjoining  free  school  district,  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  school  age  of  the  district,  by  a  motion  or  resolution  duly  and  legally  adopted,  and 
such  trustee  refuses  or  neglects  to  make  a  contract,  he  is  guilty  of  a  willful  Tiolation 
or  neglect  of  duty  as  such  trustee,  and  is  removed  from  office. 

(Decided  October  31.  1896.) 

The  petitioner  in  the  above-entitled  matter  asks  for  the  removal 
of  Jerome  L.  Westbrook  as  trustee  of  school  district  No.  8,  town 
of  Van  Etten,  Chemung  county,  alleging  that  said  Westbrook 
has  been  guilty  of  a  willful  violation  and  neglect  of  duty  as  such 
trustee.  An  answer  to  said  petition  has  been  made  by  said  West- 
brook. 

The  following  facts  are  established: 

That  the  petitioner  herein  is,  and  has  been  since  August  4, 
1896,  a  qualified  voter  in  said  school  district,  and  that  said  West- 
brook is  the  trustee  of  said  school  district  and  has  been  such  trus- 
tee since  August  4,  1896;  that  on  August  18,  1896,  the  petitioner 
herein  delivered  to  and  left  with  the  said  Westbrook  as  such  trus- 
tee a  petition  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 
and  voters  of  said  district,  requesting  said  trustee  to  call  a  special 
meeting  of  said  district  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  ad- 
visability of  said  district  contracting  with  the  adjoining  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  1,  of  the  towns  of  Van  Etten  and  Spen- 
cer, for  the  education  therein  during  the  present  school  year  of 
the  children  of  school  age  in  said  district  No.  8,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  school  law;  that  on  August  27,  1896,  said  West- 
brook, as  said  trustee,  called  a  special  meeting  of  said  district 
to  be  held  on  September  3, 1896,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  advisability  of  making  such  contract  as  aforesaid 
and  to  provide  means  for  the  transportation  of  said  children  to 
and  from  said  school,  if  such  contract  should  be  deemed  advisa- 
ble; that  said  special  school  meeting  of  said  district  as  called  by 
said  Westbrook,  was  held  on  September  3, 1896,  and  a  resolution 
offered  for  consideration  at  said  meeting  by  the  petitioner  herein, 
that  the  trustee  be  directed,  instructed  and  empowered  to  con- 
tract with  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Van  Etten  Union  Free 
School  District  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  school  age 
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in  said  district  No.  8  during  the  present  school  year,  and  that 
said  trustee  be  further  directed,  instructed  and  empowered  to 
hire  or  otherwise  secure  transportation  of  the  children  to  and 
from  said  union  free  school,  and  which  resolution  was  put  to  a 
vote,  which  vote  was  by  ballot,  and  adopted;  that  the  said  Trus- 
tee Westbrook  has  not  entered  into  any  written  contract  with  the 
board  of  education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  towns  of 
Van  Etten  and  Spencer,  as  he  was  directed  and  empowered  to 
do  by  the  vote  of  said  special  school  meeting  of  said  district  No. 
8,  held  on  September  3,  189G.  The  respondent  herein  has  failed 
to  give  any  valid  reason  for  neglecting  and  refusing  to  enter  into 
said  contract. 

It  further  appears  herein  that,  after  said  petition  requesting 
him  to  call  a  special  meeting  was  presented  to  said  Westbrook, 
on  August  12,  1890,  he  refused  to  call  said  meeting  until  a  letter 
from  this  Department  was  shown  to  him,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  when  a  respectable  number  of  the  voters  of  a  district  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  the  trustee  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the 
district  for  a  proper  purpose,  it  is  the  duty  of  such  trustee  to  call 
said  meeting.  It  further  appears,  as  bearing  upon  the  question 
as  to  whether  said  Westbrook  was  acting  in  good  faith,  and  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  district,  that  after  the  petition  was 
presented  to  him  to  call  said  special  meeting,  and  before  he 
called  said  meeting,  he  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  Miss 
Bennett  to  teach  the  school  in  said  district  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
weeks,  said  school  to  commence  on  September  14,  1896. 

It  also  appears  that  <it  the  time  of  filing  the  petition  herein, 
Miss  Bennett  was  teaching  the  school,  and  that  but  one  pupil 
attended.  In  and  by  section  14,  article  4,  title  15,  of  the  Con- 
solidated School  Law  of  1894,  as  amended  by  section  18,  chapter 
264,  of  the  Laws  of  1890,  it  is  enacted  that  "  whenever  any  school 
district  adjoining  a  city  or  village,  or  adjoining  any  union  free 
school  district,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of 
snch  district,  shall  empower  the  trustees  thereof,  the  said  trus- 
tees shall  enter  into  a  written  contract  with  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  snch  city,  village  or  union  free  school  district,  whereby 
all  the  children  of  such  district  may  be  entitled  to  be  taught  in  the 
public  schools  of  such  city,  village  or  union  free  school  district 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  160  days  in  any  school  year,  upon 
filing  a  copy  of  such  contract,  duly  certified  by  the  trustees  of 
such  city,  village  or  union  free  school  district  in  the  office  of  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction." 

WTien  any  such  school  district  shall,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  qualified  voters  thereof,  empower  the  trustees  thereof,  it 
is  mandatory  upon  such  trustees  to  enter  into  said  contract. 

I  decide  that  school  district  No.  8,  town  of  Van  Etten,  by  a  vote 
of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  district,  at  the  special 
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meeting  held  therein  on  September  3,  1896,  duly  empowered  the 
said  Jerome  L.  Westbrook,  trustee  of  said  district,  to  enter  into  a 
written  contract  with  the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  1,  towns  of  Van  Etten  and  Spencer,  whereby 
all  the  children  of  such  district  No.  8  may  be  entitled  to  be  taught 
in  the  public  schools  of  such  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  160  days  in  the  school  year  of  1896-7; 
that  it  was  mandatory  on  the  part  of  said  Westbrook  to  enter 
into  said  contract;  that  he  has  neglected  and  refused  to  enter  into 
said  contract,  and  that  he,  said  Westbrook,  as  said  trustee,  is 
guilty  of  a  willful  violation  and  neglect  of  duty,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  school  law.  In  section  13,  of  title  1,  of  the  Consoli- 
dated School  Law,  it  is  enacted  that  "  whenever  it  shall  be 
proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  that  any  school  officer  has  been  guilty  of  any  willful 
violation  or  neglect  of  duty,  the  said  Superintendent  may,  by  an 
order  under  his  hand  and  seal,  which  shall  be  recorded  in  his 
office,  remove  such  school  officer." 

The  petition  herein  is  sustained. 

Whereas,  it  having  been  proved  to  my  satisfaction  that  Jerome 
L.  Westbrook,  trustee  of  school  district  No.  8,  town  of  Van  Et- 
ten, Chemung  county,  has  been  guilty  of  willful  violation  and 
neglect  of  duty  as  such  trustee,  under  the  Consolidated  School 
Law,  I  do  hereby  remove  said  Jerome  L.  Westbrook  from  office 
ns  trustee  of  said  school  district  No.  8,  town  of  Van  Etten,  Che- 
mung county. 


No.  4507 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Harvey  D.  Titch  from  Proceedings 
of  Annual  School  Meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  in  District  No. 
10,  Town  of  Andes,  Delaware  County. 

Under  tbe  prorlslons  of  subdivision  15  of  section  14,  article  1.  title  7,  of  the  Consolidated 
School  Law  of  1894.  tbe  Inhabitants  entitled  to  rote,  when  duly  assembled  In  any  district 
meeting,  shall  bare  power,  by  a  majority  of  tbe  votes  of  those  present,  to  vote  a  tax  to 
pay  the  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  district  officers  in  defending  suits  or  appeals 
brought  against  them  for  their  official  acts  or  in  prosecuting  suits  or  appeals  by  the 
direction  of  tbe  district  against  other  parlies.  The  provisions  contained  in  sections  4 
to  8.  Inclusive,  of  article  1.  title  15.  of  the  School  Law,  have  reference  solely  to 
the  prosecution  or  defense  by  trustees  of  school  districts  In  actions  or  proceedings 
brought  by  or  against  them  in  the  courts  of  the  State,  but  not  expenses  incurred  by 
district  officers  in  defending  appeals  brought  to  the  Stato  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction. 

(Decided  November  7, 1896.) 


Williams  d  Conlon,  attorneys  for  appellant. 
Wagner  d  Fishery  attorneys  for  respondent. 
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This  appeal  is  takvii  from  tha  proceedings  of  the  annual  school 
meeting  held  on  August  4,  189G,  in  school  district  No.  10,  Town 
of  Andes,  Delaware  county,  in  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  so 
much  of  an  account  of  Wagner  &  Fisher,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  1142.50,  as  exc^n^ds  the  sum  of  fl5  therein,  be  audited  and 
allowed  at  said  amount,  and  said  sum  be  included  in  the  tax-list 
as  asked  for  by  the  trustee  in  his  report,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
l>art  of  the  said  account  amounting  to  f  127.50  is  not  a  proper 
<'harge  against  said  district. 

Frank  B.  Scudder,  as  trustee  of  said  districft,  has  answered  said 
appeal. 

The  items  in  the  account  of  said  Wagner  &  Fisher  to  which  the 
appellant  objects  are: 

For  services  and  disbursements  in  the  ap]x*al  of  Ivewis  C.  Titch, 
against  John  G.  Scudder,  trustee,  and  William  Middlemist,  col- 
lector of  said  district. 

Drawing  answer  and  attidavits  and  making  copies  for 

services f 25  00 

Drawing   rejoiner,  aftidavits   and    making   copies   for 

services 25  00 

Three  days'  service  in  drawing  brief 30  00 

Disbursements  in  said  appeal 7  50 

For  services  before  county  judge  in  the  appeal  of 
Harvey  D.  Titch  from  the  action  of  school  meeting 
held  December  10,  1805,  in  refusing  to  allow  said 
Titch  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  defending  an 
appeal : 

Services  before  county  judge,  making  argument,  copy- 
ing decision,  serving  same,  and  disbursements  made,  30  00 

Services  in  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Rene  M. 
Jackson 10  00 


$127  50 


It  ap])ears  that  on  or  about  January  1,  1890,  one  Lewis  C.  Titch, 
appealed  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  from 
the  action  of  John  G.  Scudder,  trustee,  and  William  Middlemist, 
collector  of  said  district  and  that  said  trustee  and  collector  em- 
ployed the  law  firm  of  Wagner  &  Fisher  to  defend  them  in  said 
appeal;  that  in  August,  1895,  William  Middlemist  appealed  to  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  annual  school  meeting  held  in  said  district  in  August,  1895, 
at  which  Harvey  D.  Titch  was  claimed  to  have  been  elected 
trustee,  and  that  said  Titch  employed  counsel  to  defend  said  ap- 
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peal,  and  at  a  Bpeeial  school  meeting  held  in  said  district  on  De- 
cember 10, 1895,  said  Titch  presented  to  said  meeting  on  account 
amounting  to  |51.44  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  defending 
said  appeal  and  asked  to  have  said  amount  allowed  to  him;  but 
said  meeting  refused  to  allow  any  part  thereof,  and  said  Titch 
presented  the  matter  to  the  county  judge  of  Delaware  county,  who 
decided  that  no  part  of  said  claim  of  Titch  ought  to  be  charged  to 
said  district;  that  at  a  meeting  held  in  said  district  on  December 
21,  1895,  at  the  house  of  one  Calvin  Smith,  John  Smith  and  Wil- 
liam Middlemist  were  appointed  a  committee,  to  represent  said 
district  before  said  county  judge  in  said  matter  of  the  claim  of  said 
Harvey  D.  Titch;  that  said  committee  employed  said  Wagner  & 
Fisher  as  their  counsel  in  the  hearing  before  said  county  judge; 
that  in  January,  1896,  Rene  M.  Jackson  brought  jin  appeal  to  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  from  the  refusal  of 
John  Q.  Scudder^  trustee  of  said  district  to  pay  her  the  sum  due  to 
her  for  services  rendered  as  a  teacher  in  the  school  in  said  district, 
and  said  trustee  employed  said  Wagner  &  Fisher  to  defend  said 
appeal. 

It  does  not  appear  that  said  Harvey  D.  Titch,  as  trustee,  in  de- 
fending the  appeal  of  Middlemist,  nor  said  Scudder,  trustee,  and 
Middlemist,  collector,  in  defending  the  appeal  of  Lewis  C.  Titch, 
nor  said  Scudder,  trustee,  in  defending  the  appeal  of  Miss  Jackson, 
were  or  any  one  of  them  was,  authorized  by  a  vote  of  the  district 
to  make  such  defence. 

In  subdivision  15  of  section  14,  article  1,  title  7,  of  the  Con- 
solidated School  Law  of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  the  inhabitants 
entitled  to  vote,  when  duly  assembled  in  any  disftrict  meeting, 
shall  have  power,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  those  present,  to 
vote  a  tax  to  pay  the  reasonable  expenses  incuii'(»d  by  district 
officers  in  defending  suits  or  appeals  brought  against  them  for 
their  official  acts,  or  in  prosecuting  suits  or  appeals  bv  direction 
of  the  district  against  other  parties. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  above  cited,  when  an 
appeal,  in  any  school  district,  is  taken  by  any  voter  or  voters  of 
said  district,  from  the  proceedings  of  a  school  meeting  or  from  the 
acts  of  any  school  district  officer,  or  the  refusal  of  such  district 
officer  to  act,  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
or  when  a  suit  in  the  courts  is  brought  against  any  district 
officer,  a  special  meeting  of  such  district  may  be  called  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  the  district  shall  defend  such 
appeal  or  suit.  If  such  meeting  shall  determine  to  defend  the 
appeal  or  suit,  then,  under  section  51,  article  6,  title  7,  of  the  Ck)n- 
solidated  School  Law,  any  reasonable  expense  incurred  in  said 
defence  is  a  charge  upon  the  district,  and  the  trustee  or  trustees 
may  raise  the  amount  thereof  by  tax  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
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the  definite  sum  to   be  raised  had   been   voted  by  a  district 
meeting. 

When,  however,  no  authorization  to  defend  the  appeal  or  suit 
is  given  by  the  district,  and  the  trustee  or  trustees  of  the  district 
in  good  faith  believe  the  appeal  or  suit  should  be  defended,  he 
or  they  should  employ  c-oniiKMent  counsel  to  assist  in  such  defence, 
and  when  the  appeal  or  suit  is  decided,  an  accH)unt  for  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  district  officer  or  officers  in  such  defence  should 
be  presented  at  an  annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  district,  and 
such  meeting  has  authority  to  vote  a  tax  to  pay  the  reasonable 
expenses  incurred  by  said  district  officer  or  officers  therefor. 

In  the  appeal  of  Lewis  C.  Titch,  Scudder,  as  trustee,  and  Middle 
mist,  as  collector,  without  any  authonzation  of  the  district,  de- 
fended the  appeal  and  employed  counsel  who  rendered  service>< 
therein  and  the  account  for  such  services  was  presented  at  the 
annual  meeting  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  $87.50  allowed  by 
said  meeting.  I  can  not  say  that  the  amount  allowed  was  not 
reasonable  for  the  services  rendered,  and  the  action  of  the  meet- 
ing in  allowing  the  same  is  approved. 

The  appeal  of  Miss  Jackson  was  brought  while  the  appeal  of 
Lewis  C.  Titch  was  pending  and  undetermined,  and  Scudder,  as 
trustee,  defended  the  appeal  and  employed  counsel  therefor.  The 
counsel  for  the  appellant  and  respondent  therein  stipulated  for  a 
stay  therein  until  the  Lewis  C.  Titch  appeal  was  decided.  The 
charge  of  counsel  of  Trustee  Scudder  in  the  appeal  of  Miss  Jack- 
son was  not  unreasonable,  and  the  district  meeting  allowed  it,  and 
such  action  is  approved. 

The  remaining  item  for  consideration  is  the  charge  of  Wagner 
&  Fisher,  as  counsel  for  a  committee  of  the  district  before  the 
county  judge,  in  opposing  the  claim  of  Harvey  D.  Titch  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  defending  an  appeal  brought  under  title  14  of 
the  Consolidated  School  Law,  by  William  Middlemist  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  annual  school  mt*eting  in  said  district,  held  in 
August,  1895,  which  expenses  a  school  meeting  refused  to  allow, 
or  to  vote  a  tax  to  pay. 

In  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  the  word  "  action,"  as  used  in 
the  new  revision  of  the  statutes,  when  applied  to  judicial  pro 
ceediugs,  s'gnifies  an  ordinary  prosecution,  in  a  court  of  justice, 
by  a  party  against  anotlier  party,  for  the  enforcement  or  protec- 
tion of  a  right,  the  redress  or  prevention  of  a  wrong,  or  the  punish- 
ment of  a  public  offense.  (Section  '^^^33,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.) 
Every  other  prosecution  by  a  party,  for  either  of  the  purposen 
ipecifled  in  the  last  section,  is  a  special  proceeding.  (Section  33;U. 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure.) 

By  section  1926  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  it  is  enacted 
that  an  action  or  special  proceeding  may  be  maintained  by  the 
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trustee  or  trustees  of  a  school  district;  and  bj  section  1931,  an 
execution  can  be  issued  upon  a  judgment  for  a  sum  of  money,  ren- 
dered against  the  trustee  or  trustees  of  a  school  district  in  an 
action  or  special  proceeding  brought  by  or  against  him  or  them 
in  his  or  their  official  capacity^  and  may  be  collected  out  of  the 
property  of  the  trustee  or  trustees,  and  the  sum  must  be  allowed 
to  him  or  them,  in  the  settlement  of  his  or  their  official  accounts, 
except  as  otherwise  specifically  prescribed  by  law. 

Subdivisions  15  and  17  of  section  14,  article  1,  title  7,  and  sec- 
tions 4,  5,  6,  7  and  8  of  article  1,  title  15,  of  the  Consolidated 
School  Law  of  1894,  provide  for  reimbursing  the  trustee  or  trus- 
tees of  school  districts  for  costs,  expenses  and  judgments  paid 
in  actions  and  proceedings  in  the  courts. 

Harvey  D.  Titch,  when  the  school  meeting  refused  to  allow,  or 
to  vote  a  tax  to  pay,  the  reasonable  expenses  Incurred  by  him 
in  defending  the  appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent  by  Middle- 
mist,  seems  to  have  entertained  the  belief  that  under  sections  4 
to  8,  inclusive,  he  could  appeal  from  the  action  of  said 
meeting  to  the  county  judge  of  his  county.  In  this  he  was  mis- 
taken, as  the  expenses  he  had  incurred  were  not  Incurred  in  de- 
fending any  action  or  proceeding  brought  against  him  as  trustee 
in  the  courts,  nor  for  any  costs  or  damages  adjudged  against  him 
as  such  trustee  in  the  courts,  and  the  county  judge  had  no  juris- 
diction of  such  appeal  to  him. 

Sections  4  to  8,  inclusive,  have  reference  solely  to  the  prosecu- 
tion or  defense  by  trustees  of  school  districts  in  actions  or  pro- 
ceedings brought  by  or  against  them  in  the  courts  of  the 
State,  and  not  expenses  incurred  by  district  officers  in  defending 
.appeals  brought  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  alleged  special  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Calvin  Smith, 
on  December  21,  1895,  at  which  the  committee  was  appointed  to 
represent  the  district  before  the  county  judge  on  the  appeal  of 
Harvey  D.  Titch,  was,  on  appeal  to  me,  declared  to  be  illegal 
and  void,  and  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  thereat  vacated  and 
set  aside. 

Assuming,  for  the  purpose  of  argument  only,  that  said  com- 
mittee was  legally  appointed,  and  said  Titch  was  authorized  to 
appeal  to  the  county  judge,  I  concur  with  Superintendent  Draper 
in  the  opinion  expressed  by  hira  in  decision  No.  8558,  rendered 
January  28,  1887,  that  whether  such  committee  had  the  right  to 
employ  counsel  is  not  free  from  doubt. 

I  decide  that  the  annual  school  meeting  held  in  said  district 
on  August  4,  1896,  did  not  have  authority  to  vote  a  tax  to  pay 
the  sum  of  f3()  for  the  services  of  Wagner  &  Fisher  as  counsel 
for  said  committee  or  district  in  tlie  hearing  before  the  county 
judge  upon  the  said  appeal  taken  to  him  by  Harvey  D.  Titch. 
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The  appeal  herein  is  sustained  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  is  taken 
from  the  item  of  f30  allowed  at  said  annual  meeting,  and  as  to 
all  other  matters  it  is  dismissed. 

It  is  ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  proceedings  of  the  annual 
school  meeting  held  in  district  No.  10,  town  of  Andes,  Delaware 
county,  on  August  4, 1896,  as  allowed  the  item  of  f30  for  the  ser- 
vices of  Wagner  &  Fisher,  before  the  county  judge  of  the  said 
county,  upon  the  appeal  to  him  of  Harvey  D.  Titch,  be^  and  the 
same  is,  vacated  and  set  aside. 


No.  4510 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  John  Krbutz,  Edward  Engels- 

KIROHER    and    MiOHAEL    FaRRELL    V.    CHRISTOPHER    H.    StARK, 

Georob  W.  Flood,  C.  Herbert  Brown,  Edward  W.  Hopkins, 
Daniel  Meskil  and  Robert  Altsheimer;  and  from  Proceed- 
ings of  an  alleged  Annual  School  Meeting  held  August  4, 1896, 
in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2,  Town  of  Highlands,  Orange 
County. 

When  at  an  annual  school  district  meeting  a  motion  Is  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  chair- 
man neglects  or  refuses  to  call  fur  the  noes  upon  such  motion,  and  declares  the  motion 
adopted  and  the  meeting  adjourned  aud  he  leaves  the  chair  and  room,  such  meeting  was 
not  legally  adjourned,  and  the  qualified  voters  present  may  legally  elect  another  chair- 
man and  proceed  with  the  regular  business  of  the  meeting.  In  union  free  school  dis- 
tricts whose  limits  do  not  correspond  to  those  of  an  Incorporated  village  or  city,  no  one 
can  hold  the  ofiElce  of  treasurer  or  collector  unless  he  or  she  is  a  taxable  Inhabitant  of 
the  district,  and  no  taxable  inhabitant  can  legally  hold  both  ofllces.  The  clerk  of  the 
district  can  not  legally  hold  either  the  ofllce  of  treasurer  or  collector. 

(Decided  November  12, 18JS.) 

M.  E,  Eirsohherg,  attorney  for  respondents. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter,  three  members 
of  the  board  of  education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2, 
town  of  Highlands,  Orange  county,  appeal  from  the  proceedings 
of  a  school  meeting  held  in  said  district  on  August  4,  1896,  in  the 
election  of  Moses  F.  Nelson  as  clerk  of  said  district,  and  voting 
taxes  for  various  purposes;  and  from  the  decision  of  said  board 
in  recognizing  said  Nelson  as  clerk  of  said  district  and  refusing 
to  recognize  one  E.  C.  Carpenter  as  said  clerk;  and  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  said  board  of  said  Nelson  as  treasurer  and  collector  of 
said  district;  and  in  neglecting  to  make  and  publish,  at  least 
twenty  days  before  the  annual  meeting,  a  full  and  detailed  account 
of  all  moneys  received  by  the  board  or  treasurer  of  said  district 
for  its  account  and  use,  and  of  all  the  money  expended  therefor, 
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giving  the  items  of  expenditure  in  full.  The  respondents  herein 
have  filed  an  answer  to  the  appeal,  and  to  the  answer  the  appel- 
lants have  replied,  and  to  the  reply  the  respondents  have  made  a 
rejoinder. 

The  only  material  fact  upon  which  there  appears  to  be  any 
conflict  in  the  proofs  presented  is,  whether  or  not  the  annual 
school  meeting,  convened  on  August  4, 1896^  and  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Caleb  Huse  as  chairman,  and  at  which  Frank  R.  Gump, 
the  district  clerk,  acted  as  clerk,  was  legally  adjourned  to  August 
31,  1896. 

It  appears  from  the  proofs  herein  that  said  school  district  is 
a  union  free  school  district  whose  limits  do  not  correspond  to 
those  of  an  incorporated  village  or  city,  and  the  board  of  trustees 
or  board  of  education  of  said  district  consists  of  nine  members; 
that  at  7.30  p.  m.,  on  August  4, 1896,  certain  of  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  district  assembled  at  the  schoolhouse  in  said  district  for 
the  pyrpose  of  holding  the  annual  school  meeting  of  said  district, 
and  that  said  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Frank  R.  Gump,  the 
clerk  of  the  district,  and  one  Calvin  Huse  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  meeting  and  said  Gump  acted  as  clerk;  that  after  the  organi- 
zation of  said  meeting  the  chairman  stated  to  said  meeting  that  it 
could  not  proceed  with  its  business  as  the  board  of  education  had 
not  made  or  published  a  report  of  its  receipts  and  disbursements 
for  the  year;  whereupon  a  motion  was  made  that  the  meeting 
adjourn  until  August  31,  1896,  which  motion  the  chairman  de- 
clared adopted  and  immediately  left  the  platform,  and  a  portion 
of  the  persons  present  left  the  meeting;  that  those  remaining 
elected  one  Joseph  C.  Miller  as  chairman,  the  said  Gump  continu- 
ing to  act  as  clerk;  that  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  district 
for  the  previous  school  year  of  receipts  and  disbursements  was 
presented  and  read  by  the  clerk  and  was  duly  adopted;  that  the 
board  of  education  presented  to  the  meeting  a  detailed  statement 
in  writing  of  the  amount  of  money  required  for  school  purposes 
for  the  present  school  year,  aggregating  the  sum  of  f  6,152,  which 
statement  was  read  to  the  meeting,  and  the  question  was  taken 
upon  voting  the  amount  to  be  levied  by  tax  upon  the  district  and 
adopted  by  recording  the  ayes  and  noes  of  those  present  and  vot- 
ing; that  a  ballot  was  taken  for  a  district  clerk,  which  resulted 
as  follows:  Whole  number  of  votes  cast  38,  of  which  Moses  F. 
Nelson  received  36  and  Frank  R.  Gump  2,  and  thereupon  the 
meeting  adjourned  sine  die;  that  on  August  5, 1896,  a  meeting  for 
the  annual  election  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  education  of 
said  district  was  held,  the  polls  being  opened  at  12  o'clock  noon 
and  closed  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  result  of  the  ballot 
as  announced  was  that  the  appellants  herein,  John  Kreutz,  Mich- 
ael Farrell  and  Edward  Engelskircher,  each  received  a  majority 
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of  the  votes  cast  for  trustee  for  the  full  term  of  three  years;  that 
on  August  31.  189C,  at  8  p.  m.,  certain  persons  assembled  at  the 
schoolhouse  of  said  district,  claiming  to  meet  in  pursuance  of  the 
alleged  adjournment  of  the  annual  school  meeting,  on  August  4, 
1896,  said  Calvin  Huse  acting  as  chairman,  and  electing  one  J. 
Denna  as  clerk ;  that  said  meeting  voted  a  tax  of  t3,775,  with  a 
sufficient  amount  to  pay  an  outstanding  bond  of  the  district  fall- 
ing due  and  the  interest  upon  the  remaining  bonds,  and  electing 
one  E.  C.  Carpenter  as  district  clerk;  that  said  meeting  also  voted 
to  add  to  the  tax-list  the  sum  of  :f  14.40  to  pay  to  James  Merritt 
a  bill  for  printing;  that  a  committee  consisting  of  J.  Denna, 
Townshend  Drew  and  Calvin  Huse,  was  appointed  to  examine 
all  papers  and  letters  [)ertaining  to  the  affairs  of  the  district 
and  prepare  and  present  to  the  district  an  itemized  account  of 
all  moneys  received  and  expended  during  the  preceding  school 
year,  at  the  time  to  which  the  said  meeting  should  be  adjourned; 
and  thereupon  said  meeting  adjourned  to  September  14,  1896, 
at  8  o'clock  p.  m.;  that  on  August  11,  1896,  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  board  of  education  was  held,  at  which  the  following  mem- 
bers were  present,  viz.:  Messrs.  Flood,  Stark,  Meskil,  Hopkins, 
Brown,  Altsheimer  and  Farrell,  and  Mr.  Flood  was  elected  tem- 
porary chairman,  and  Mr.  Stark  was  chosen  president  of  the 
board;  that  on  the  fourth  ballot  Moses  F.  Nelson  was  appointed 
district  treasurer  and  collector;  that  on  September  14,  1896,  at 
8  p.  m.,  certain  persons  assembled  at  the  schoolhouse  in  said  dis- 
trict, claiming  to  meet  in  pursuance  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
said  meeting,  on  August  31,  1896,  said  Calvin  Huse  acting  as 
chairman  and  J.  Denna  as  clerk,  and  after  correcting  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting  of  August  31, 1896,  the  committee  to  investigate  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  preceding  school  year  presented 
a  report  which  was  read  and  ordered  placed  on  file  and  entered 
in  the  records;  that  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  number 
of  the  members  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district  be  re- 
duced from  nine  to  three,  and  thereupon  the  meeting  adjourned 
sine  die;  that  on  September  1, 1896,  at  a  regular  monthly  meeting 
of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district  E.  C.  Carpenter,  who 
claimed  to  have  been  elected  district  clerk  at  said  adjourned 
meeting,  held  on  August  31,  1896,  presented  himself  and  offered 
to  perform  the  duties  of  district  clerk  and  demanded  that  the 
books  and  records  of  the  district  be  delivered  to  him ;  that  a  motion 
was  made  on  the  part  of  the  appellants  that  said  Carpenter  be 
recognized  as  district  clerk  and  the  books  and  records  of  the 
district  be  delivered  to  him;  but  the  president  refused  to  entertain 
the  motion,  and  upon  an  appeal  from  such  decision  the  president 
was  sustained;  that  on  or  about  September  5,  1896,  said  board  of 
education  caused  a  tax-list  to  be  made,  including  therein  the 
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moneys  voted  at  the  meeting  held  August  4,  1896,  at  which  said 
Miller  was  chairman,  and  attached  its  warrant  thereto  and  deliv- 
ered the  same  to  the  collector  of  said  district,  Moses  F.  Nelson; 
that  said  Moses  F.  Nelson  is  the  clerk  of  the  town  of  Highlands; 
that  said  board  of  education  did  not  make  and  publish  a  full  and 
detailed  account  of  all  moneys  received  by  the  board  or  the  treas- 
urer of  the  district  for  its  account  and  use,  and  of  all  money 
expended  therefor,  giving  the  items  of  expenditure  in  full,  required 
by  section  18,  article  4,  title  8  of  the  Consolidated  School  Law 
of  1894.  i  : 

The  appellants  herein  allege  that  the  annual  school  meeting 
that  was  held  in  said  district  on  August  4,  1896,  was  duly  and 
legally  adjourned  to  August  31,  1896.  In  support  of  this  the 
afQdavits  of  many  persons  are  filed,  in  which  they  state  that  after 
said  meeting  was  organized  it  was  stated  that  the  board  of  edu- 
cation had  not  made  or  published  a  report  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures as  required  by  law,  and  that  the  matter  was  discussed,  and 
that  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  said  meeting  be 
adjourned  to  August  31,  1896,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  that  said 
motion  was  put  to  vote  by  the  chairman  and  was  declared  by  him 
to  have  been  adopted  unanimously ;  that  an  opportunity  was  given 
by  the  chairman  to  any  one  there  present  to  object  or  question  the 
correctness  of  the  decision  so  made  by  him,  but  that  no  objection 
whatever  was  raised  by  any  one  present,  and  the  meeting  unani- 
mously acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  chairman,  declaring  the 
meeting  adjourned. 

The  respondents  herein  allege  thjit  at  said  meeting,  when  the 
action  was  put  to  vote  by  the  chairman  to  adjourn  to  August  31. 
1896,  only  a  small  number  responded  "  aye,"  and  that  the  chair- 
man did  not  call  for  the  vote  of  those  opposed,  or  give  any  oppor- 
tunity to  those  opposed  to  vote,  although  requested  to  do  so,  but 
declared  the  meeting  adjourned  and  immediately  left  the  chair 
and  the  school  building.  The  affidavits  of  many  persons  are  filed 
in  support  of  such  allegations.  The  chairman,  Huse,  in  an  affi- 
davit made  by  him,  states  that  "  he  did  put  the  negative  of  the 
question  to  the  meeting  by  saying  plainly,  contrary  minded,  *  no;  • 
that  there  was  no  negative  vote  cast."  The  respondents  have 
filed  the  affidavits  of  five  persons  that  said  Chairman  Huse  stated 
and  admitted  to  them,  or  in  their  hearing,  that  be  did  not  call 
for  the  negative  vote  upon  said  motion  to  adjourn  said  meeting 
to  August  31,  1896.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  the  proofs,  that 
Chairman  Huse  did  not  call  for  the  negative  vote  on  said  motion 
to  adjourn  said  meeting  to  August  31,  1896,  and  did  not  give 
an  opportunity  to  tliose  persons  present  who  were  opposed  to 
such  adjournment  to  vote  against  the  motion,  as  it  was  his  duty 
to  do;  that  said  annual  meeting  was  not  legally  adjourned  to 
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Aagnst  31,  1896,  nor  to  any  time  whatever,  but  continued  to  be 
the  legal  annual  school  meeting  of  said  district,  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  Chairman  Huse  that  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed; that  Chairman  Huse,  having  left  the  chair  and  meeting, 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  district  present  had  the  legal  authority 
to  elect  a  chairman  in  place  of  said  Huse,  and  to  proceed  to 
transact  any  and  all  business  which  said  annual  school  meeting 
had  the  authority  to  transact  under  the  provisions  of  the  school 
law.  That  the  meetings  held  in  said  district  on  August  31  and 
September  14^  1896,  at  which  said  Huse  acted  as  chairman,  were 
not,  nor  was  either  of  them,  a  legal  school  meeting,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings had  and  taken  thereat  were  and  are  without  authority 
of  law  and  void. 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  proceedings  of  said  annual 
school  meeting,  after  the  same  had  elected  said  Joseph  C.  Miller 
as  chairman  thereof,  in  receiving  and  acting  upon  the  reports  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  district,  and  the  statement  of  the  board  of 
education  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  raised  by  tax  for  school 
purposes  for  the  school  year  of  1896-7,  and  in  voting  to  raise  by 
tax  the  aggregate  sum  of  f  6,132,  and  in  the  election  of  Moses  F. 
Nelson  as  district  clerk,  were,  and  each  of  them  was,  legal. 

Under  section  18,  article  4,  title  8,  of  the  Consolidated  School 
Law  of  1894,  it  was  the  dutv  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
district  to  cause  to  be  published  once  in  each  year,  and  twenty 
days  next  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  district,  in  at  least 
one  public  newspaper  printed  in  said  district,  a  full  and  detailed 
account  of  all  moneys  received  by  the  board  or  the  treasurer  of 
said  district  for  its  account  and  use,  and  of  all  the  money  ex- 
pended therefor,  giving  the  items  of  expenditure  in  full;  should 
there  be  no  paper  published  in  said  district  said  board  shall  pub- 
lish such  account  by  notice  to  the  taxpayers,  by  posting  copies 
thereof  in  five  public  places  in  said  district.  This  duty  was  as 
mandatory  upon  said  board  as  any  other  requirement  of  the 
school  law.  The  failure  of  said  board  to  perform  such  duty  was 
not  any  reason  for  the  adjournment  of  the  annual  school  meet- 
ing, nor  any  reason  wOiy  such  meeting  could  not  transact  the 
business  of  such  meeting,  as  under  the  school  law  said  board 
were  also  required  to  make  a  report  to  said  meeting  of  the  moneys 
received  and  disbursed  by  it,  or  its  treasurer,  as  well  as  a  detailed 
statement  in  writing  of  the  amount  of  money  which  would  be 
required  for  the  ensuing  year  for  school  purposes,  exclusive  of 
the  public  moneys,  specifying  the  several  purposes  for  which  it 
would  be  required,  and  the  amount  for  each.  This  report  and 
statement,  it  appears,  had  been  prepared  for  and  were  presented 
and  read  at  said  annual  meeting  and  acted  upon. 
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Under  the  provisions  contained  in  section  7,  article  1,  title  8,  of 
the  Consolidated  School  Law  of  1894,  as  amended  bj  section  13, 
chapter  264,  Laws  of  1894,  it  is  enacted  that  boards  of  education 
shall,  at  their  annual  meeting,  elect  one  of  their  number  president. 

In  every  union  free  school  district,  other  than  those  whose 
limits  correspond  to  those  of  an  incorporated  village  or  citj,  the 
qualified  voters  shall  elect  a  clerk  of  said  district,  who  shall  also 
act  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  education  of  such  district.  Said 
board  of  education  shall  have  power  to  appoint  one  of  the  tax- 
able inhabitants  of  their  district  treasurer  and  fix  his  compen- 
sation, and  another  (i.  e.,  taxable  inhabitant  of  the  district)  col- 
lector of  the  moneys  to  be  raised  within  the  same  for  school 
purposes,  who  shall  severally  hold  such  appointments  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  board.  Notwithstanding  the  plain  provisions 
of  the  school  law,  that  said  board  of  education  of  said  district, 
in  the  appointment  of  treasurer  and  collector^  should  appoint  a 
taxable  inhabitant  as  treasurer,  and  another  taxable  inhabitant 
as  collector,  showing  clearly  that  one  taxable  inhabitant  could 
not  lawfully  be  appointed  both  treasurer  and  collector,  said  board, 
at  its  annual  meeting,  held  on  August  11,  1896,  appointed  or 
attempted  to  appoint  Moses  F.  Nelson  as  treasurer  and  collector. 
And  what  is  more  surprising  is,  that  said  board  appointed  as 
such  treasurer  and  collector  said  Nelson,  who  was  then  the  dis- 
trict clerk  of  the  district  and  thereby  clerk  of  the  board.  The 
duties  of  Nelson  as  clerk  of  the  district  and  of  the  board  are 
incompatible  with  the  duties  of  treasurer  and  collector,  or  treas- 
urer or  collector,  even  if  the  school  law  did  not  prohibit  said 
board  from  appointing  the  same  person  as  treasurer  and  col- 
lector; and  the  school  law  and  the  decisions  of  this  Department 
are  that  no  person  can  hold  more  than  one  school  district  office, 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  appointment  by  said  board  of 
said  Nelson  as  treasurer  and  collector  was  and  is  clearly  illegal 
and  void. 

It  appears  that  on  or  about  September  5,  1896,  said  board  of 
education  delivered  the  tax-list  made  by  it,  with  its  warrant,  to 
said  Nelson,  as  collector.  As  said  Nelson  could  not  legally  hold 
the  office  of  collector  or  legally  collect  the  tax  contained  in  said 
tax-list,  it  is  the  duty  of  said  board  to  recall  such  tax-list  and 
warrant  from  the  hands  of  said  Nelson. 

The  appeal  herein  is  sustained  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  is  taken 
from  the  appointment  by  said  board  of  education  of  said  Nelson 
as  treasurer  and  collector  of  said  district,  and  the  delivery  to 
said  Nelson  by  the  said  board  of  the  tax-list  and  warrant  made 
and  issued  by  it;  and  as  to  all  other  matters  it  is  dismissed. 

It  is  ordered,  That  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  at  the  annual 
school  meeting  held  in  said  district  on  August  4,  1896,  in  relation 
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to  the  motion  to  adjourn  said  meeting  to  August  31,  1896,  at  8 
o'clock  p.  m.,  including  the  declaration  of  the  chairman,  Calvin 
Huse^  that  said  motion  was  adopted  and  said  meeting  adjourned, 
be,  and  the  same  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  vacated  and  set  aside. 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  at 
the  meeting  held  in  said  district  on  August  31,  18S)G,  and  Sep- 
tember 14, 1896,  be,  and  the  same  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  vacated 
and  set  aside  as  illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  ordered.  That  all  proceedings  had  and  taken  by 
the  said  board  of  education  of  said  district  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing held  on  August  11,  1896,  in  the  election  or  appointment  of 
Moses  P.  Nelson  as  treasurer  and  collector  of  said  district  be, 
and  the  same  are,  and  each  of  them  is,  vacated  and  set  aside  as 
illegal  and  void. 

It  is  further  ordered.  That  the  said  board  of  education  of  said 
district  forthwith  recall  from  the  hands  of  said  Moses  F.  Nelson 
the  tax-list  and  warrant  issued  by  said  board  and  delivered  to 
said  Nelson  on  or  about  September  5,  1S96. 


No.  4516 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Appeal  of  Fayktte  B.  Dukant  and  Others 
t?.  Board  of  Education  of  West  Tvoy  School  District. 

It  Is  the  policy  of  the  school  law  that  each  of  the  school  districts  of  the  State  should 
become  the  owner  of  a  schoolhouse  or  houses  or  school  building?  or  buildings,  either  by 
purchase  or  by  building,  upon  a  suitable  site  or  sites:  and  where  power  is  given  to  lease 
a  room  or  rooms,  it  is  only  for  a  limited  time  to  provide  for  an  emergency.  When  in 
a  school  district,  abundantly  able  to  provide  by  construction  or  purchase,  sufiElcient 
rooms  and  buildings  for  the  proper  accommodation  of  the  pupils,  the  school  authorities 
hire  rooms  in  a  parochial  school  building  in  which  to  maintain  a  public  school,  with 
the  right  of  the  control  of  such  rooms  only  during  the  school  hours  of  each  day,  and 
consenting  and  giving  to  the  lessors  complete  control  of  the  rooms  at  all  other  times; 
and  such  lease  is  continued  beyond  the  period  of  cmergencv  contemplated  by  the  statute, 
such  hiring  is  without  legal  authority  on  their  part.  Where  the  teachers  in  the  public 
school,  who  are  members  of  any  religious  sect  or  order,  wear  the  distinctive  garb  or 
dress  of  such  order,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  school  authorities  to  require  such  teachers  to 
discontinue,  while  in  the  public  school  rooms  and  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as 
teachers  therein,  the  wearing  of  such  dress  or  garb. 

Ward  d  Cameron,  attorneys  for  appellants. 

James  F.  Trnceff,  attorney  for  n^pondent^. 

The  appellants  in  the  above-entitled  matter,  Messrs.  Durant, 
Ross,  ('overt,  and  Hilton,  as  residt^nt.s  and  qualified  voters  in  the 
West  Troy  school  district,  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  board  of 
education  of  the  West  Troy  school  district,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
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Van  Vmnken,  Phelps,  Sabin,  Mace,  Neason,  McKeever,  McLeese* 
and  Ball,  in  leasing  for  school  purposes  rooms  in  a  building  known 
as  "  St  Bridget's  Parochial  School,"  the  property  of  St.  Bridget's 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  during  school  houre  only,  and  at  the 
nominal  rate  of  fl  P^r  month,  the  church  authorities  to  furnish 
fuel,  pay  the  fireman  and  janitor,  and  maintain  therein  a  school 
of  said  district,  and  to  employ  eight  persons  as  teachers  in  such 
school,  all  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  six  of  whom  are  of  the  class  known  as  /'  Sisters,"  residing 
in  St.  Joseph's  Convent.  These  Sistei-s  dress  in  a  garb  peculiar 
to  their  religious  sect  or  order,  and  ave  usually  addressed  in  school 
by  the  names  assumed  by  them  in  the  religious  order  of  which 
they  are  members,  prefixed  by  the  term  "Sister." 

The  appellants  allege  that  by  reason  of  the  action  of  said  board 
of  education,  the  school  is  wholly  or  partly  under  the  control  or 
direction  of  a  religious  sectarian  denomination;  that  denomi 
national  doctrines,  or  tenets,  are  taught  therein,  and  that  by  the 
reason  of  the  sectarian  character  of  the  school  many  parents  resid- 
ing within  the  district  object  to  sending  their  children  thereto. 

The  appellants  ask  that  the  action  of  the  board  of  education 
in  leasing  said  school  rooms  be  annulled  and  set  aside;  that  the 
contracts  with  the  teachers  be  annulled  and  set  aside,  and  that 
the  board  of  education  be  instructed  to  provide  a  suitable  build- 
ing or  rooms  for  school  purposes,  if  the  public  school  buildings 
now  owned  by  the  district  are  inadequate,  and  to  employ  duly 
qualified  teachers  to  teach  the  school,  irrespective  of  any  religious 
denomination,  order  or  sect,  to  which  they  belong,  and  that  the 
teachers  be  prohibited  from  leaching  any  denomi  national  doc- 
trines or  tenets  in  the  school,  and  for  such  other  or  further  relief 
as  may  be  proper  in  the  pi-emises. 

The  members  of  said  board  of  education,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Ball,  have  joined  in  an  answer  to  the  appeal,  in  which  they 
give  their  statements  as  to  the  leasing  of  the  rooms,  the  contracts 
with  the  teachers,  and  the  charges  of  sectarian  influences,  with 
denials,  either  upon  information  and  belief,  or  positively,  of  cer- 
tain allegations  in  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Ball,  in  an  aflfidavit  made  by  him  and  annexed  to  the  answer, 
alleges  that  he  has  read  the  answer,  and  that  he  concurs  in  the 
statement  of  facts  as  to  all  pa^i^t  tnmstictions  of  the  board  con- 
tained therein,  but  is  unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusions  thereof, 
as  to  sectarian  influences,  and  for  that  reason  refuses  to  sign  or 
verify  the  answer. 

To  the  answer  of  the  respondents  the  appellants  have  filed  a 
reply  containing  statements  controverting  certain  allegations  in 
the  answer,  and  stating  certain  matters  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1  in  West  Troy,  all  of 
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which  occurred  prior  to  the  election  of  the  respondents  as  mem- 
bers of  said  board  of  education^  and  are  not  relevant  to  the  action 
of  the  board  complained  of  in  the  appeal. 

It  is  contended  by  the  appellants  in  the  reply,  in  substance,  that 
the  public  school  buildings  in  the  district  are  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  accommodate  the  scholars  attending  school,  provided  they  are 
put  in  prosper  condition  to  receive  pupils  applying  for  admisson, 
and  such  pupils  not  residing  in  the  First  ward  are  required  to 
attend  the  schools  in  those  portions  of  the  district  in  whch  they 
reside. 

Annexed  to  the  reply  are  the  affidavits  of  twenty-five  persons, 
residents  of  said  West  Troy  school  district,  who  are  the  parents 
of,  or  stand  in  piirental  relations  to,  in  the  aggregate,  fifty-two 
children  of  school  age,  in  which  they  severally  allege  that,  while 
they  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  religious  doctrines  being 
actually  taught  as  part  of  the  studies  in  the  school  maintained 
in  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School  building,  the  sectarian  character 
of  the  scho>ol  is  so  well  known  and  denominational  influences  in 
the  school  are  so  great  that  they  are  unwilling  to  submit  their 
children  to  such  influences  while  attending  school^  and  for  that 
reason  would  not  allow  their  children  to  attend  the  school. 

A  rejoinder  to  the  reply  has  been  filed,  in  which  all  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  education  join,  excepting  Mr.  Ball,  who,  in 
his  affidavit  annexed  to  the  rejoinder,  states  that  he  prefers  not  to 
sign  the  same  for  the  same  reasons  substantially  as  stated  in  his 
affidavit  annexed  to  the  answer,  and  for  the  further  reason  that 
he  believes  the  capacity  of  the  public  school  buildings  in  the  First 
ward  is  conservatively  stated  in  the  reply  of  the  appellants.  Mr. 
Ball,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  education,  has  filed  a 
separate  affidavit  relative  to  the  capacity  of  said  public  school 
buildings. 

The  following  facts  are  admitted : 

That  by  chapter  881  of  the  Laws  of  1895  the  territory  embraced 
in  what,  on  February  1, 1895,  constituted  Union  Free  School  Dis- 
trict No.  1,  and  school  districts  numbers  two,  nine  and  twenty  of 
the  town  of  Watervliet,  and  that  portion  of  schok)l  district  No.  22, 
town  of  Watervliet,  lying  west  of  the  track  of  the  main  line  of  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company's  Railroad  was,  from  and 
after  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Education  provided  for  in 
said  chapter,  consolidated  into  one  school  district  to  be  known  as 
the  "  West  Troy  school  district." 

That  the  public  schools  of  said  West  Troy  school  district 
shall  be  under  the  exclusive  charge  of  eight  school  commissioners 
to  be  chosen  as  in  said  chapter  provided,  who  were  constituted  a 
body  corporate  under  the  name  of  "  The  Board  of  Education  of  the 
West  Troy  School  District." 
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That  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  1895,  at  an  election  to  be 
held  in  the  aforesaid  districts,  eight  school  commissioners  were 
to  be  elected  or  appointed  as  in  such  chapter  provided,  and  at 
such  election  Messrs.  Van  Vranken,  Phelps,  Sabin,  Maoe,  Neason, 
McKeever,  McLeese  and  Ball  were  elected  as  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  the  district,  and  are  acting  as  such. 

That  said  board  has  power  to  appoint  a  supenntendent  of 
schools;  to  raise  by  tax  such  sums  as  it  may  determine  necessary 
and  proper  (not,  however,  more  than  two  and  one-half  times  the 
amount  of  school  moneys  apportioned  to  the  district  or  the  con- 
solidated districts  composing  said  district  for  the  previous  year, 
except  as  thereinafter  provided),  for  the  purposes,  among  others, 
to  purchase,  lease  or  improve  sites  for  school  purposes;  to  build, 
purchase,  lease,  alter  and  repair  schoolhouses,  out-houses  and 
appurtenances;  but  the  board,  whenever  in  its  judgment  a  greater 
sum  will  be  required  in  any  one  year  for  such  purposes  than  it  is 
authorized  to  raise,  as  hereinbefore  stated^  is  authorized  to  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  district  to  consider 
the  proposition  to  raise  such  additional  sum. 

That  said  board  has  the  power  and  it  is  its  duty  to  organize, 
establish  and  maintain  such  and  so  many  schools  in  said  school 
district,  including  the  common  schools  now  existing  therein,  as 
it  shall  deem  requisite  and  expedient,  and  to  alter  and  discon- 
tinue the  same;  to  purchase  and  hire  schoolhouses  and  rooms, 
lots  or  sites  for  schoolhouses,  and  to  fence  and  improve  them; 
upon  the  lots  and  sites  owned  by  the  board  of  education,  to  build, 
enlarge,  alter,  improve  and  repair  schoolhouses,  outhouses  and 
appurtenances  as  it  may  deem  expedient;  to  have  the  custody  and 
safe-keeping  of  the  schoolhouse  and  all  the  school  property  be- 
longing to  the  district,  and  to  see  that  the  regulations  of  the  board 
in  relation  thereto  be  observed;  to  contract  with  and  employ  all 
teachers  in  the  schools  and  for  sufficient  cause  to  remove  them; 
to  have  in  all  respects  the  superintendence,  supervision  and  man- 
agement of  the  schools  in  the  district;  »  »  •  from  time  to 
time  to  adopt,  alter,  modify  and  repeal,  as  it  may  deem  expedient^ 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  organization,  government  and  in- 
struction of  the  schools,  and  for  the  reception  of  pupils  and  their 
transfer  from  one  class  to  another  or  from  one  school  to  another, 
and  generally  for  their  good  order,  prosperity  and  utility.  By 
said  chapter  881  it  is  further  enacted  that  nothing  therein  shall 
be  construed  to  limit,  restrain  or  annul  the  powers  of  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  that  in  all  matters  of  dis- 
pute which  shall  be  referred  to  him  by  appeal  and  which  shall 
arise  under  and  by  virtue  of  such  act  or  under  and  by  virtue  of 
any  other  act  which  is  now  or  shall  hereafter  be  applicable  to  the 
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schoolB,  school  officers  or  school  property  of  or  in  said  district, 
his  decisions  or  orders  shall  be  final  and  binding. 

That  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  1895,  upon  a  parcel  of 
land  situate  in  the  First  ward  of  West  Troy,  and  in  former  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  1^  and  within  said  West  Troy  school  dis- 
trict, which  land  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  an  alley,  on  the 
east  by  Fourth  avenue,  on  the  south  by  Seventh  street  and  on 
the  west  by  Fifth  avenue,  there  were  three  buildings  —  one  known 
as  St.  Joseph's  Convent,  one  as  St.  Bridget's  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  the  third  as  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School.  That 
said  third  building  was  erected  in  or  about  the  year  1886,  and  is 
owned  by  the  St.  Bridget's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  having  over 
the  front  entrance  on  Fifth  avenue  a  tablet  with  the  inscription 
"  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School,"  and  the  building  is  surmounted 
by  a  large  gilt  cross  similar  to  the  one  on  St.  Bridget's  Church. 
That  after  the  completion  of  this  building  the  officers  of  St. 
Bridget's  Roman  Catholic  Church  conducted  a  parochial  school 
therein,  and  during  the  school  year  of  1894-95  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  former  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1  leased  certain 
rooms  in  tiie  building  in  which  a  portion  of  the  schools  of  the 
district  were  maintained. 

That  at  a  mi»eting  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  West  Troy 
school  district,  held  on  August  10,  1895,  an  offer  in  writing  was 
received  from  the  trustees  of  St.  Bridget's  Roman  Catholic  Church 
to  lease  for  one  year  to  the  West  Troy  school  district  the  school 
rooms  in  the  building  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Seventh 
street  (St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School  building),  the  board  to  have 
control  of  all  school  rooms  during  school  hours;  the  said  church 
officers  to  furnish  fuel  and  pay  the  fireman  and  janitor;  and  the 
consideration  to  be  paid  being  one  dollar  per  month.  That  the 
board  of  education,  at  this  meeting,  unanimously  adopted  a  reso- 
lution accepting  the  offer.  That  thereupon  at  the  opening  of  the 
schools  of  the  district  by  the  board  for  the  school  year  of  1895-96, 
the  rooms  in  said  building  so  leased  were  occupied  and  used  during 
the  school  hours  of  each  school  dav  in  which  the  schools  have  been 
in  session  therein  for  schools  conducted  by  the  teachers  employed 
by  the  board.  That  no  religious  eml)lems  are  displayed  in  the 
school  rooms. 

That  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  education  held  on  August 
19,  1895,  a  resolution  was  adopted  for  the  employment  of  eight 
teachers  in  the  school  to  be  conducted  in  the  rooms  so  leased,  and 
such  teachers  designated,  all  of  whom  w^ere  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  six  of  whom  resided  in  St.  Joseph's 
Convent,  and  were  members  of  a  religious  order  or  sisterhood  of 
said  church,  viz.:  Catherine  Walsh,  known  as  Sister  Leonie; 
Anna  G.  Conway,  known  as  Sister  Gertrude;  Kate  Rice,  known 
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as  Sister  Lndwina;  Victoria  Melinda^  known  as  Sister  Adelaide; 
Hannah  Keefe,  known  as  Sister  Ignatia;  Jennie  Higgins,  known 
as  Sister  Dechautal. 

That  on  August  31,  1895,  each  of  the  six  teachers  named  re- 
ceived a  contract,  partly  printed  and  partly  written,  dated  that 
day,  addressed  to  each,  respectively,  by  name  at  St.  Joseph's 
Convent,  stating  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  held  August 
19,  1895,  she  was  appointed  a  teacher  in  the  first  district  for  the 
probationary  term  of  one  year,  at  a  salary  therein  named,  and 
stating  further  the  manner  in  which  the  payment  thereof  would 
be  made,  and  providing  as  to  payment  in  the  event  of  a  resigna- 
tion by  her  for  sickness  or  any  other  good  cause;  and  containing 
a  statement  that  it  was  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  for  one  year  only,  and  her  further  retention  was 
wholly  within  the  discrimination  of  the  board,  and  which  contract 
was  signed  by  the  president  of  the  board  and  the  superintendent 
of  schools;  that  upon  each  of  the  contracts  was  the  following 
form  of  acceptance:  "To  the  Board  of  Education,  West  Troy, 
N.  Y.:  I  hereby  accept  the  employment  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going contract  upon  the  terms  stated  therein,  dated  August  31, 
1895;'-  and  which  acceptance  was  duly  signed  by  each  of  the 
six  persons  respectively  on  the  contract  addressed  to  her. 

That  the  six  persons  named  under  these  contracts  entered  upon 
their  employment  as  teachers  in  the  school  conducted  in  the 
leased  rooms,  and  at  the  date  of  the  submission  of  this  appeal 
were  still  performing  the  duties  of  teachers  therein  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  education  and  under  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations adopted  by  the  board.  That  each  of  the  six  persons,  dur- 
ing the  school  hours  of  each  school  day,  in  the  performance  of 
her  duties  as  such  teacher,  respectively,  was  dressed  in  the  par- 
ticular garb  of  the  religious  order  or  sisterhood  of  which  they  are 
respectively  members. 

The  following  facts  are  established: 

That  in  August,  1895,  each  of  the  six  persons  so  employed  as 
teachers  in  the  schools  in  the  West  Troy  school  district  was  duly 
qualified  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  this  State  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  school  law  prescribing  the  qualifications  necessary 
to  be  i)ossessed  by  persons  to  qualify  them  to  teach  in  the  schools 
of  this  State. 

That  during  the  school  hours  in  which  the  school  conducted  in 
said  leased  rooms  has  been  held  no  prayers  have  been  said  and 
no  religious  exercises  have  been  held,  nor  any  denominational 
tenets  or  doctrine  taught,  either  orally  or  by  the  use  of  books. 

That  the  West  Troy  school  district  has  a  superintendent  of  the 
schools  therein,  duly  elected,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter 
881  of  the  Laws  of  1895. 
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That  it  is  the  belief  of  a  large  number  of  the  residents  of  that 
part  of  the  West  Troy  school  district  known  as  the  First  ward 
that,  by  reason  of  the  leasing  of  rooms  in  St.  Bridget's  Parochial 
School  building  for  school  hours  only,  and  conducting  a  school 
therein,  and  the  employment  of  eight  teachers,  all  of  whom  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  of  whom  six  are 
members  of  a  religious  order  or  sisterhood  of  said  church,  and 
who  wear  the  distinctive  garb  of  their  order,  that  denominational 
tenets  or  doctrines  are  taught  in  the  school,  and  hence  a  large 
nuniber  of  children  are  not  permitted  by  their  parents  or  guard- 
ians to  attend  thereat. 

The  first  question  presented  by  the  appeal  herein  for  my  con- 
sideration and  decision  is  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  respond- 
ents herein  in  the  leasing  of  certain  rooms  in  St.  Bridget's  Paro- 
chial School  building  during  the  school  hours  of  each  school  day 
only,  and  maintaining  a  school  therein. 

The  respondents  state  as  grounds  for  such  leasing:  that  the 
public  school  buildings  in  the  West  Troy  school  district  do  not 
furnish  adequate  accommodations  for  the  children  of  school  age 
residing  therein,  or  for  such  children  enrolled  therein,  or  for  the 
average  number  of  children  attending  the  schools;  that  more 
school  rooms  were  needed,  and  the  offer  to  lease  the  rooms 
seemed  in  the  interest  of  the  district;  that  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1  (a  part  of  the  present 
West  Troy  school  district)  had,  for  the  ten  years  prior,  leased 
the  same  rooms;  that  no  other  suitable  building  in  the  First  ward 
could  be  leased,  and  to  build  and  furnish  a  new  school  building 
would  cost  the  district  many  thousand  dollars;  that  they  believe 
that  they  and  their  predecessors  in  Union  Free  School  Dis- 
trict No.  1  have  saved  the  taxpayers  of  West  Troy  great  sums 
of  money  by  annually  renewing  the  lease;  that  there  were  two 
school  buildings  owned  by  the  district  within  four  blocks  of  the 
St.  Bridget  building,  so  that  no  scholar  was  without  a  choice  of 
schools;  that  they  have  express  authority  to  hire  schoolhouses 
and  rooms  by  subdivision  2  of  section  21  of  chapter  881  of  the 
Laws  of  1895,  and  cite  decision  No.  3520  of  Superintendent 
Draper,  in  the  matter  of  St.  Raphael's  Church,  decided  March  24, 
1887. 

No  proofs  have  been  presented  to  me  herein  of  the  number  of 
children  of  school  age  residing  in  the  school  district,  nor  the 
number  registered  in  the  scliools  therein  respectively,  nor  of  the 
average  attendance  at  the  schools  respectively;  nor  as  to  the 
nuinber  of  school  buildings  the  property  of  the  district,  and  the 
seating  capacity  of  each  building;  nor  whether  said  buildings  or 
any  of  them  would  properly  accommodate  more  children  than  now 
attend  school  therein  if  additional  seats  and  desks  were  provided. 
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No  proof  has  been  presented  herein  as  to  the  aggregate  as- 
sessed valuation  of  the  district  upon  which  taxes  for  school  pur- 
poses could  be  assessed. 

The  appellants  herein,  in  their  reply,  annex  thereto  a  map 
showing  two  school  buildings  in  Ward  One  on  Sixth  street,  one 
school  building  in  Ward  Two  on  Fourteenth  street,  one  school 
building  in  Ward  Three,  near  Sixteenth  street,  and  one  school 
building  in  Ward  Four,  near  Fourth  avenue.  An  affidavit  of 
Mr.  Ball,  one  of  the  respondents,  alleges  that  he  has  personally 
inspected  and  investigated  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  public  school 
buildings  of  said  district  in  the  Fourth  ward,  and  that  the  floor 
space  of  the  buildings  is  sufficient  for  394  scholars  without  more 
crowding  than  in  the  other  public  school  buildings  in  the  dis- 
trict; that  in  the  larger  building  with  four  rooms,  with  a  capacity 
of  60  scholars  in  each  room,  one  room  had  13  scholars  en- 
rolled, one  18,  one  45  and  one  36,  aggregating  only  112,  with  a 
capacity  for  240.  The  brief  for  the  appellants  states  that  in  these 
two  buildings,  with  a  capacity  for  394,  but  250  children  are  en- 
rolled. The  respondents  allege  in  their  answer  that  the  daily  at- 
tendance for  the  past  two  years  in  the  school  in  the  St.  Bridget's 
School  building  was  351.  The  appellants  allege  that  of  the 
number  attending  the  school,  150  should  properly  be  required  to 
attend  at  the  other  school  buildings  in  the  district. 

From  the  statements  contained  in  the  papers  herein  it  is  not 
clearly  established  that  the  public  school  buildings,  the  property 
of  the  school  district,  if  put  in  proper  condition  in  August,  1895, 
were  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  all  the  children  attending 
school  in  the  district. 

It  has  been  uniformly  the  policy  of  this  Department  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  school  districts,  and  the 
trustees  and  boards  of  education  therein,  to  the  condition  and 
improvement  of  schoolhouses  and  grounds,  to  the  end  that  th<» 
comfort  and  health  of  the  pupils  attending  may  be  promoted,  and 
the  best  educational  interests  secured.  It  is  the  policy  of  the 
school  law  and  of  this  Department  that  each  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  State  should  become  the  owner  of  a  schoolhouse  or 
school  building,  either  by  purchase  or  by  building,  uj)on  a  suitable 
site  or  sites. 

The  school  law  provides  that  in  the  levying  of  taxes  for  the 
construction  of  schoolhouses  such  taxes  mav  be  collected  in 
installments,  extending  several  years,  and  thus  obviate  any  heavy 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers  of  such  districts.  By  section  26  of 
the  law  creating  the  West  Troy  school  district  it  is  enacted  that 
in  case  a  tax  shall  be  voted  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  an 
academy  or  high  school  the  same  may  be  raised  in  installments, 
the  amounts  of  which  and  the  times  of  payment  of  which  to  be 
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left  optional  with  the  board  of  education ;  and  it  is  further  enacted 
that  the  provisions  of  said  section  shall  extend  to  all  amounts 
required  for  building  schoolhouses  where  the  estimated  cost  ex- 
ceeds 13,000. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  respondents  herein,  admitting  for  the 
purposes  of  argument  that  when  they  entered  upon  their  duties 
in  August,  1895,  there  were  not  suflScient  public  school  buildings 
in  the  district  to  accommodate  all  the  children  desiring  to  attend 
school  therein,  to  have  taken  into  consideration  the  erection  of  a 
new  school  building,  and  the  submission  of  the  question  of  such 
construction  and  the  voting  of  a  tax  therefor,  to  a  meeting  of  the 
qualified  voters  of  said  district.  Instead  of  taking  such  action 
they  entered  into  a  lease  with  the  trustees  of  St.  Bridget's  Roman 
Catholic  Church  for  certain  rooms  in  the  parochial  school  build- 
ing owned  by  the  church,  alleging  as  a  reason  for  such  leasing 
that  the  building  and  furnishing  of  a  new  school  building  would 
cost  the  district  many  thousand  dollars;  that  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1  had  for  several  years 
previously  hired  the  rooms,  and  that  the  respondents  believed 
that  they  and  the  former  lessees  thereof  saved  the  taxpayers 
of  West  Troy  great  sums  of  money. 

Care  in  the  expenditures  made  by  the  authorities  of  school 
districts,  to  relieve  the  burden  of  taxation,  is  commendable  when 
reasonably  exercised,  and  when  it  does  not  result  unfavorably  to 
the  best  educational  interests  of  the  district;  but  when  the  money 
saved  to  the  districts  is  obtained  solely  by  the  occupation  of 
leased  property  for  school  purposes,  thereby  postponing  the  con- 
struction of  needed  school  buildings,  or  necessary  additions  to 
school  buildings  then  existing,  it  can  not  be  claimed  in  good 
faith  that  the  result  is  in  any  sense  really  of  benefit  to  the 
districts. 

If  the  West  Troy  school  district  is  financially  weak,  such  ac- 
tion might  be  deemed  excusable;  but  this  is  not  the  fact. 

From  the  reports  in  this  Department  made  by  the  school 
commissioner  of  the  third  commissioner  district  of  Albany 
county,  I  find  that  on  July  31,  1895,  the  aggregate  assessed  valu- 
ation of  taxable  property  in  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1 
was  11,185,501;  that  by  the  reports  of  1894,  on  July  31,  1894, 
the  aggregate  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  school 
district  No.  2,  town  of  Watervliet,  was  |733,G82;  that  of  school 
district  No.  9,  of  Watervliet,  was  ?8G7,736;  that  of  school  district 
No.  20,  of  Watervliet.  was  |1,013,010. 

Under  chapter  881,  Laws  of  1895,  the  territory  which  on  Feb 
ruary  1,  1895,  constituted  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  and 
districts  Nos.  2,  9  and  20,  and  part  of  No.  22,  of  Watervliet,  were 
consolidated  into  the  West  Troy  school  district,  and  in  August, 
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1895,  in  the  West  Troy  school  district  there  was  an  aggregate 
assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property  therein  of  |4,000,000.  A 
tax  of  half  a  mill  upon  a  dollar  (a  low  rate  for  a  school  tax),  would 
produce  the  sum  of  f20,0C0.  The  West  Troy  school  district,  by 
the  apportionment  made  in  March,  1896,  of  the  public  school 
money  to  the  district  so  constituted,  received  from  the  State  be- 
tween 15,500  and  |G,000. 

The  respondents  claim  that  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
881,  Laws  of  1895,  they  had  and  have  had  the  power  to  hire  school- 
houses  and  rooms.  It  is  true  they  had  and  have  that  power,  and 
such  grant  or  power  is  given,  in  like  language,  to  the  trustees  of 
the  common  and  union  free  school  districts  by  the  general  school 
law  of  the  State;  but  such  provisions  have  never  been  held  to  au- 
thorize school  authorities  to  lease  rooms  except  to  temporarily 
supply  the  lack  of  schoolhouses  and  rooms  in  buildings  the  prop- 
erty of  the  district,  or  during  a  time  when  the  district  ddes  not 
own  sufficient  school  accommodations,  and  pending  action  on  the 
part  of  the  school  authorities  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
to  supply  such  deficiency. 

Admitting  for  the  purpose  of  argument  that  the  respondents 
had  lawful  authority  to  hire  rooms  in  which  to  conduct  a  pub- 
lic school  in  the  district,  they  had  no  legal  authority  to  hire 
the  schoolrooms  in  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School  building  or 
elsewhere  for  the  term  of  one  year,  with  the  right  of  control 
of  the  rooms  during  the  school  hours  only  of  each  day  in  which 
a  school,  under  the  direction  of  the  respondents,  should  be  held 
during  the  year;  they  consenting  and  giving  to  the  lessors  com- 
plete control  of  the  rooms  at  all  other  times  <»xcept  during  school 
hours. 

Under  the  lease  entered  into  between  the  respondents  and  the 
trustees  of  St.  Bridget's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  trustees 
thereof  retained  the  use,  custody  and  control  of  the  leased 
rooms  for  and  during  the  term  of  time  mentioned  except  between 
the  hours  of  9  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  each  day  in  which  the  school  conducted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  respondents  should  be  in  session.  The  lessors  had 
the  right  to  use  the  rooms  for  any  purpose  they  desired  during 
all  the  time  on  every  day  and  night  of  the  year,  except  the  school 
hours  during  the  school  days  on  wiiich  the  school  was  in  session. 
The  respondents  had  no  control  of  the  janitor  of  the'  building, 
the  fires  and  lights  therein,  nor  of  any  school  property  or  a])- 
paratus  placed  therein  by  the  respondents  for  school  purposes, 
nor  of  the  books  and  property  of  the  pupils  attending  such  school 
which  might  be  left  in  the  rooms,  as  is  customary  to  be  left  in 
public  school  buildings. 
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The  decision  of  Superintendent  Draper,  in  1887,  cited  by  the 
respondents,  is  not  in  point  in  this  appeal  for  the  reason  that  the 
lease  taken  by  the  board  of  education  was  of  the  St.  Raphael's 
Catholic  School  building  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  not  of 
certain  rooms  in  said  building  during  school  hours  only. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  respondents 
in  hiring  the  rooms  upon  the  conditions  demanded  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  church,  and  assented  to  by  the  respondents,  was  an 
unwise  exercise  of  the  power  given  to  them  in  relation  to  the  leas- 
ing; nor  can  I  escape  the  conclusion  that  while  no  direct  instruc- 
tion of  a  religious  character  is,  or  has,  so  far  as  appears  from  the 
pleadings,  been  given  in  this  school,  nevertheless  it  is  worthy  of 
inquiry  why  the  church  authorities  are  willing  to  indefinitely 
contribute  to  the  school  authorities  the  use  of  this  valuable  prop- 
erty for  a  mere  nominal  consideration.  Formerly  the  church 
authonities  had  maintained  a  separate  denominational  school 
therein. 

It  is  entirely  natural  to  suppose  that  those  parents  who  now 
object  to  its  present  use,  reason  that  such  school,  with  its  close 
proximity  to  the  church  building  and  convent,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion over  the  doorway,  the  emblem  surmounting  the  building  and 
the  teachers  therein  employed  with  their  distinctive  garb,  furnish 
an  object  lesson  at  least,  and  all  the  surroundings  of  the  school 
therein  maintained  tend  to  lead  the  mind  of  the  child  toward  this 
particular  religious  denomination.  This  result  is  but  natural,  and 
I  am  convinced  is  quite  in  conflict  with  the  trend  of  American 
sentiment  towards  public  schools,  and  the  school  authorities 
should  perform  no  acts  in  their  official  capacity  tending  to  subject 
the  schools  under  their  charge  to  this  criticism. 

Since  this  appeal  was  presented  the  territory  embraced  within 
the  village  of  West  Troy  has  been  incorporated  into  the  city  of 
Watervliet,  but  no  provision  was  made  in  this  legislative  enact- 
ment for  additional  school  facilities,  nor  has  any  provision  been 
made  for  the  ownership  by  the  new  city,  so  far  as  I  am  informed, 
of  additional  school  facilities.  If  such  neglect  is  to  be  considered 
as  an  indication  that  the  present  system  of  leasing  —  a  system 
only  intended  to  meet  sudden  emerg<nicies  —  is  to  be  continued 
indefinitely,  I  can  not  approve  such  a  course,  and  the  respondents 
herein  must  be  directed  to  surrender  said  rooms  and  discontinue 
the  public  school  maintained  therein. 

The  second  question  presented  by  the  appeiil  herein  for  my 
consideration  and  decision  is,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the 
respondents  in  the  employment  as  teachers  in  the  school  con- 
ducted in  the  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School  building  of  the  six 
persons,  members  of  a  sisterhood  or  order  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  the  wearing  by  them  during  school  hours  of  the  par- 
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ticular  dress  or  garb  of  such  order.  The  appellants  allege  that 
these  six  persons,  with  others  of  their  order,  in  their  examina- 
tion under  the  rules  of  uniform  examinations  for  commissioners' 
certificates,  established  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, occupied  a  separate  room  apart  from  other  persons  tak- 
ing such  examinations;  that  such  persons  have  not  attended  at 
the  teachers'  institutes  held  in  the  school  commissioner  district 
in  which  the  school  is  situate;  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  religious  order  of  which  such  persons  are  mem- 
bers for  them  to  attend  mixed  gatherings,  such  as  public  examina- 
tions and  teachers'  institutes. 

The  appellants  have  failed  to  establish  by  proof  these  allega- 
tions or  any  of  them. 

It  appears  that  the  examination  referred  to  by  the  appellants 
was  conducted  by  School  Commissioner  Main,  assisted  by  Exam- 
ination Clerk  Mr.  Finegan,  of  this  Department,  and  several  other 
examiners  from  this  Department,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
established;  that  the  six  persons,  with  others,  attended  thereat 
and  complied  with  the  rules;  that  the  six  persons,  with  the  others 
attending,  were  distributed  in  three  rooms,  and  were  under  the 
direction  and  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  examiners  at  all 
times  during  such  examination;  that  the  answer  papers  of  all 
those  examined  were  forwarded  to  this  Department  for  examina- 
tion, marking  and  filing,  and  that  upon  such  examination,  etc.,  it 
was  found  that  these  six  persons  were  qualified,  and  each  received 
the  proper  certificate  of  qualification,  and  each  became,  under  the 
school  law,  a  qualified  teacher  in  the  common  schools  of  this 
State  of  the  grade  and  for  the  term  of  time  in  the  certificates 
respectively  stated. 

As  to  the  allegation  that  these  persons  have  not  attended  at  a 
teachers'  institute,  it  appears  that  the  West  Troy  school  district 
has  a  population  of  more  than  5,000  and  employs  a  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  and  it  is  therefore  optional  with  the  board 
of  education  as  to  whether  or  not  it  will  close  the  schools  in  the 
district  during  the  time  a  teachers'  institute  shall  be  in  session ; 
that  it  is  not  shown  that  the  schools  were  closed  during  any 
session  of  a  teachers'  institute  in  the  school  commissioner  district 
in  which  the  West  Troy  school  district  is  situated. 

The  appellants  also  allege  that  the  six  teachers,  members  of  a 
religious  order  or  sisterhood,  were  usually  addressed  in  school 
hours  by  the  scholars,  not  by  their  family  names,  but  by  the 
names  assumed  by  them  in  the  religious  order,  prefixed  by  the 
term  "  Sister."  The  appellants  have  failed  to  sustain  this  allega- 
tion by  proof. 

The  allegation  that  these  six  teachers,  members  of  a  sisterhood 
or  order  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  have  worn,  and  continue 
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to  wear,  during  school  hours  the  particular  dress  or  garb  of  the 
order,  is  admitted  by  the  respondents. 

It  is  also  established  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  respondents, 
on  August  19,  1895,  when  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  employ 
these  six  persons  as  teachers,  it  was  stated  that  they  would  wear 
such  dress  or  garb  while  teaching. 

There  is  no  statutory  law  in  this  State  which  prescribes  that 
any  particular  dress  or  garb  shall  be  worn  by  the  teachers  in  the 
public  schools  in  this  State  during  school  hours,  nor  which  pro- 
hibits the  wearing  by  them  of  any  particular  dress  or  garb  during 
school  hours;  neither  is  there  any  decision  of  any  court  of  this 
State  upon  the  matter.  Therefore,  the  questions  to  be  determined 
are  whether  such  practice  shall  be  discontinued  as  a  matter  of 
school  polity;  and  what  the  effect  of  the  recent  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  is  upon  such  practice. 

In  the  appeal  of  Leander  Colt  v.  The  Board  of  Education  of 
Union  Free  School  No.  7,  Village  of  Suspension  Bridge,  Town 
of  Niagara,  County  of  Niagara,  taken  to  State  Superintendent 
Draper  in  1887,  it  was  established  that  the  board  of  education 
on  February  1,  1886,  hired  of  St.  Raphael's  (Roman  Catholic) 
Church,  by  a  written  lease,  a  building  owned  by  it  for  the  term 
of  hwe  years  at  a  nominal  consideration,  and  established  a  school 
therein  under  the  board,  and  employed  in  the  school  three  duly 
qualified  and  licensed  teachers,  who  were  members  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Joseph,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church;  that  the  teachers 
wore  in  the  schoolroom,  and  at  all  times  in  common  with  all 
of  the  members  of  said  order,  a  particular  dress  or  garb;  that 
such  teachers  were  commonly  known  to  the  world,  and  were 
uniformly  addressed  by  their  pupils  by  their  Christian  names, 
with  the  prefix  of  "  Sister,-'  as  "  Sister  Martha,"  etc.;  that  there 
were  no  religious  ceremonies  or  exercises  held  in  the  school  dur- 
ing school  hours.  Superintendent  Draper  in  his  decision.  No. 
3520,  made  on  March  24,  1887,  held  that : 

'*  The  wearing  of  an  unusual  garb,  worn  exclusively  by  members 
of  one  religioiTS  sect  and  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  member- 
ship in  that  sect  by  the  teachers  in  a  public  school,  constituted  a 
sectarian  influence,  which  ought  not  to  be  persisted  in.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  pupils  addressing  the  teachers  as  *  Sister  Mary,' 
'  Sister  Martha,'  etc.  The  conchision  is  irresistible  that  these 
things  may  constitute  a  much  stronger  sectarian  or  denomina- 
tional influence  over  the  minds  of  children  than  the  repetition  of 
the  Lord's  prayer  or  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  at  the  opening 
of  the  schools,  and  yet  these  things  have  been  prohibited  when- 
ever objection  has  been  offered  by  the  rulings  of  tliis  Department 
from  the  earliest  days,  because  of  the  purpose  enshrined  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  and  embedded  in  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
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State,  that  the  public  school  system  shall  be  kept  altogether  free 
from  matters  not  essential  to  its  primary  purpose  and  dangerous 
to  its  harmony  and  efficiency/' 

Superintendent  Draper  directed  the  board  of  education  to  re- 
quire that  the  teachers  should  discontinue  the  use,  in  the  school- 
room, of  the  distinguishing  dress  of  the  religious  order  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  to  cause  the  pupils  to  address  such  teachers 
by  their  family  names  with  the  prefix  "  Miss,"  as  teachers  are 
ordinarily  addressed.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  decision  has 
been  modified  or  vacated  by  Superintendent  Draper  or  modified 
or  disapproved  by  his  successors  in  the  office  of  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction. 

The  respondents  herein  cite  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  case  of  John  Hysong  et  al.  v. 
Gallatzin  Borough  School  District  et  al.,  decided  in  the  October 
term,  1894,  104  Penn.  State  Reports,  pp.  629,  etc. 

From  an  examination  of  the  case  it  appears  that  a  bill  in 
equity  was  filed  in  the  Common  Pleas  of  Cambria  county  to 
restrain  the  school  directors  of  Gallatzin  borough  from  permitting 
8ect«T!ian  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  the  borough,  and 
from  employing  as  teachers  sisters  or  members  of  the  order  of 
St.  Josepl],  a  religions  society  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  It 
was  alleged  in  the  bill  that  the  "  Sisters,"  while  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  wore  the  garb,  insignia  and  emblems  of  their  order, 
and  that  they  used  the  garb,  etc.,  in  such  manner  as  to  impart  to 
the  children  under  their  instruction  certain  religious  and  sectarian 
lessons  and  ideas  peculiar  to  the  Romau  Catholic  Church.  The 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  found  as  a  fact  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  an\'  religious  instruction  or  religious  exercises  of  any 
character  whatever  during  school  hours.  The  fact  being  ad 
mitted  that  such  "  Sisters,''  as  teachers,  wore,  while  teaching, 
the  habit  or  garb  of  their  order,  the  judge  said: 

**  We  conclude,  as  to  this  branch  of  the  case  that,  in  the  absence 
of  proof  that  religious  sectarian  instruction  was  imparted  by  them 
during  school  hours,  or  religious  sectarian  exercises  engaged  in, 
we  can  not  restrain  by  injunction  members  of  the  order  of  Sisters 
of  St.  Joseph  from  teaching  in  the  public  schools  in  the  garb  of 
their  order,  nor  the  school  directors  from  employing  or  permitting 
them  to  act  in  that  capacity." 

An  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Common  Pleas 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  main  assignment  of  error  being  that, 
"  the  court  erred  in  finding  that  the  employment  of  the  Sisters 
of  St.  Joseph  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools,  and  their  acting 
as  such  while  wearing  the  distinctive  sectarian  garb,  crucifixes, 
and  rosaries  of  their  order  and  sect,  could  not  be  enjoined." 
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The  Supreme  Court  affirmed  the  decree  of  the  court  below  and 
dismissed  the  appeal.  The  opinion  was  written  by  Justice  Dean 
and  Justice  Williams  wrote  a  dissenting  opinion.  The  decision 
of  the  court  appears  to  be  made  upon  the  ground  that  the  school 
directors  of  Gallatzin,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  provisions 
of  law  upon  the  subject,  had  the  discretion  to  employ  the  sisters 
as  teachers  in  the  school  and  to  permit  them  to  wear,  while 
teaching,  the  distinctive  dress  or  garb  of  the  religious  order  of 
which  they  were  members,  and  that  the  court  had  no  power  to 
revise  the  exercise  of  such  discretion. 

Justice  Dean,  in  his  opinion,  said:  "In  thus  expressing  our 
full  accord  with  the  learned  president,  judge  of  the  court  below, 
we  intimate  no  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  the 
action  of  the  school  board  in  selecting  six  Catholic  school  teach- 
ers, members  of  an  exclusively  religious  order.  In  this  matter 
was  involved,  solely,  the  exercise  of  discretion  by  the  school  board 
in  the  performance  of  an  official  duty,  for  which  they  alone  are 
responsible.  This  discretion,  when  it  does  not  transgress  the  law, 
is  not  reviewable  by  this  or  any  other  court.  When  a  teacher 
of  good  moral  character  applies  for  a  school,  and  presents  a  certi- 
ficate of  qualification  as  to  scholarship  and  aptness  to  teach, 
that  is  the  end  of  judicial  inquiry  into  the  action  of  the  board 
in  appointment,  because  the  law  makes  no  further  inquisition  up 
to  this  point.  ♦  ♦  ♦  We  can  not  infer,  from  the  mere  fact 
that  a  school  board  composed  of  Catholics  has  selected  a  majority 
of  Catholics  as  teachers  that,  therefore,  it  has  unlawfully  dis- 
criminated in  favor  of  Catholics;  because  the  selection  of  Catholic 
teachers  is  not  a  violation  of  law,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  is 
not  an  abuse  of  discretion.  Unless  this  be  the  case,  no  court 
has  power  to  revise  the  exercise  of  this  discretion,  for  the  very 
sufficient  reason  that  the  law  has  not  made  the  court  school  direc- 
tors, while  it  has  devolved  on  six  citizens  of  Gallatzin  borough 
the  duties  of  that  office." 

Upon  the  contention  that  such  teachers,  wearing  such  distinc- 
tive dress  while  teaching  in  the  school,  should  be  enjoined  from 
wearing  it,  the  court  declined  to  decide,  as  a  matter  of  law,  tha*:  it 
is  sectarian  teaching  for  a  devout  woman  to  appear  in  a  schov>l- 
room  in  a  dress  peculiar  to  a  religious  organization  of  a  Christian 
church  and,  as  Judge  Dean  said,  "  We  decline  to  do  so;  the  law 
does  not  so  say." 

Justice  Williams,  who  dissented  from  his  associates  on  one 
point,  viz.,  the  wearing  of  a  distinctive  garb  while  teaching,  said: 
"  Clergymen  sometimes  wear  on  the  street  a  coat  or  hat  that 
affords  some  evidence  of  their  profession,  but  they  do  not  appear 
in  churchly  robes  when  about  their  daily  work,  or  in  any  garb 
that  points  out  the  church  to  which  they  belong,  or  the  creed  to 
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which  they  adhere ;  but  these  six  teachers  in  Gallatzin  do  just  that. 
They  wear,  and  must  wear  at  all  times,  a  prescribed,  unchange- 
able ecclesiastical  dress,  which  was  plainly  intended  to  proclaim 
their  nonsecular  and  religious  character^  their  particular  church 
and  order,  and  their  separation  from  the  world.  They  come  into 
the  school  not  as  common  school  teachers,  or  as  civilians,  but  as 
the  representatives  of  a  particular  order,  in  a  particular  church, 
whose  lives  have  been  dedicated  to  religious  work  under  the  direc- 
tion of  that  church.  Now,  the  point  of  the  objection  is  not  that 
their  religion  disqualifies  them.  It  does  not.  Nor  is  it  thought 
that  church  membership  disqualifies  them.  It  does  not.  It 
is  not  that  holding  an  ecclesiastical  office  or  position 
disqualifies,  for  it  does  not.  It  is  the  introduction 
into  the  schools  as  teachers  of  persons  who  are,  by 
their  striking  and  distinctive  ecclesiastical  robes,  neces- 
sarily and  constantly  asserting  their  membership  in  a  particular 
church,  and  in  a  religious  order  within  that  church,  and  the 
subjection  of  their  lives  to  the  direction  and  control  of  its  oflBcers." 

It  appears  that  at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  Hysong  et  al.,  above  referred  to,  an  act  was  passed,  which 
became  a  law,  prohibiting  any  teacher  in  any  public  school  of  the 
State  from  wearing  any  dress  or  garb  peculiar  to  or  distinctive 
of  any  religious  denomination,  sect  or  society.  So  long  as  such 
law  is  operative  so  much  of  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Hysong 
et  al.  as  holds  that  school  directors  in  the  public  schools  in  that 
State  may  permit  teachers  employed  by  them  to  wear,  while 
teaching,  the  garb  of  any  religious  denomination,  order^  sect  or 
society,  is  of  no  force  or  effect. 

The  passage  of  the  act  by  the  I^egislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania prohibiting  any  teacher  in  any  public  school  in  that 
State  from  wearing  any  dress  or  garb  peculiar  to  or  distinctive 
of  any  religious  denomination,  order,  sect  or  society,  is  indicative 
of  the  intention  of  the  people  of  that  State  to  restrain  the  directors 
of  the  public  schools  therein  from  permitting  in  their  schools  any- 
thing that  would  create  the  impression  or  belief  on  the  part  of  the 
patrons  of  such  schools  that  even  indirectly  the  schools  are  under 
the  control  or  direction  of  any  religions  denomination,  or  in  which 
any  denominational  tenet  or  doctrine  is  taught. 

It  has  boon  the  policy  of  this  D<*partment,  when  the  matter 
hjis  bet^n  bronjrht  to  its  attention  and  its  action  invoked,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Colt  appeal  decided  by  Superintendent  Draper,  that 
when  the  wearing  by  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  this  State 
of  any  dress  or  garb  peculiar  to  or  distinctive  of  any  religious 
denomination,  order,  sect  or  society,  creates  the  impression  or 
belief  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  of  the  school  that  the  school  was 
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under  the  control  or  direction  of  any  religious  denomination, 
or  in  which  any  denominational  tenet  or  doctrine  was  taught;  or 
when  by  reason  of  said  distinctive  garb  being  so  worn  conten- 
tions and  dissensions  have  arisen  among  the  inhabitants  of  a 
school  district,  threatening  the  harmony  therein  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  school,  and  antagonistic  to  the  best  educational  interests 
therein,  to  advise  that  the  wearing  of  such  distinctive  garb  should 
be  discontinued. 

By  section  4  of  article  9  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  it 
is  enacted:  "  Neither  the  State  nor  any  subdivision  thereof  shall 
use  its  property  or  credit  or  any  public  money,  or  authorize  or 
permit  either  to  be  used,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  aid  or  main- 
tenance, other  than  for  examination  or  inspection,  of  any  school  or 
institution  of  learning  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  control  or  di- 
rection of  any  religious  denomination,  or  in  which  any  denomina- 
tional tenet  or  doctrine  is  taught." 

This  amendment  to  the  organic  law  of  the  State  has  but  re- 
cently been  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  It  indicates 
very  clearly  an  unmistakable  and  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of 
our  citizens  to  permanently  establish  and  maintain  a  public  school 
system  that  shall  be  entirely  non-sectarian.  That  this  is  the  trend 
of  public  opinion,  both  in  this  country  and  in  the  neighboring 
provinces  on  the  western  continent,  is  manifest.  With  this  spirit 
I  am  heartily  in  accord.  The  public  school  system  has  achieved 
its  greatest  measure  of  success  where  this  has  been  insisted  upon. 
It  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  school  authorities  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  several  districts  of  the  State,  to  see  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  above  cited  are  neither  directly  or 
indirectly  violated. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  clergy  and  laity  of  thi 
Roman  Catholic  Church  have  given  to  this  Department  theii 
earnest  support  and  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory 
Education  Law,  as  well  as  every  other  act  relating  to  the  public 
school  system  of  the  State. 

The  appellants  ask  that  the  contracts  with  the  six  teachers 
herein  referred  to  be  annulled  and  set  aside.  This  I  have  no 
power  to  do.  These  teachers  are  duly  qualified  teachers  within 
the  provisions  of  the  school  law,  and  having  been  duly  employed 
by  the  respondents  herein,  can  not  be  dismissed  during  their  term 
of  employment  without  sufficient  cause,  and  no  sufficient  cause 
has  been  shown.  Nevertheless,  upon  this  branch  of  the  case  I 
desire  to  express  my  disapprobation  of  the  custom  of  their  dress- 
ing, while  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  in  the  garb  peculiar 
to  and  indicative  of  the  particular  sect  or  order  of  which  they  are 
members.  Such  dress  or  garb  taken  in  connection  with  the  loca- 
tion, surroundings  and  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  build- 
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ing  leased  bj  the  school  authorities  and  in  which  they  are  em- 
ploj'ed,  is  a  constant  and  hourly  reminder  to  the  pupils  under  their 
charge  of  the  existence  of  one  particular  religious  denomination  or 
sect,  and  this  public  declaration  under  all  the  circumstances  is 
such  an  object  lesson  to  the  susceptible  mind  of  the  pupils  under 
rheir  charge  that  it  comes  dangerously  near  the  line  of  prohibition 
laid  down  in  the  Constitution  as  herein  quoted. 

The  proofs  herein  show  that  it  is  considered  such  by  the  parents 
of  upwards  of  fifty  of  the  pupils  who  would  otherwise  attend  this 
school.  They  are  the  people  whose  interests  are  to  be  conserved 
by  this  particular  school.  The  objections  herein  urged  against 
such  influences  would,  of  course,  apply  to  like  public  declaration 
of  religious  preference  or  belief  on  the  part  of  teachers  connected 
with  any  other  denomination.  The  fact  that  but  few,  if  any,  of 
the  many  sects  or  denominations  insist  upon  members  of  their 
order  dressing  upon  all  occasions  in  a  distinctive  garb  adds  force 
to  the  objection  as  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind.  I  therefore  con- 
cur in  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor  in  office,  viz.,  that  the  teachers 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  ought  not  to  wear  the  distinctive 
garb  of  any  religious  denomination,  order,  sect  or  society,  but 
dress  in  the  usual  costume  worn  by  men  and  women  generally; 
and  that  any  other  costume  or  usage  is  Inimical  to  the  best  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  locality  and  should  be  discontinued  by  di- 
rection of  the  local  school  authorities  whose  duty  it  is  to  so  ad- 
minister the  trusts  reposed  in  them  as  bring  about  the  very  best 
results  with  the  least  irritation,  and  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  the  section  of  the  organic  law  herein  quoted. 

The  school  best  does  this  which  avoids  any  reference  directly 
or  indirectly  to  any  particular  denomination,  sect  or  order,  both 
in  the  construction  of  the  buildings  used  for  school  purposes  and 
in  the  dress  worn  by  the  teachers  employed  therein.  To  those 
not  satisfied  with  this  complete  and  absolute  severance  of  secular 
and  religious  instructions,  the  private  school  is  open. 

If  we  ask  ourselves  in  what  particulars  this  school  differs  from 
the  usual  parochial  school  as  formerly  maintained  therein,  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitutional  amendment  herein  quoted,  what 
reply  shall  we  make?  By  the  nature  of  the  lease,  by  the  wearing 
of  distinctive  garb,  by  the  emblem  surmounting  the  building,  by 
the  inscription  over  the  doorway,  by  the  practical  result  that  only 
the  children  of  one  x)articular  faith  attend  this  school,  the  con- 
clusion is  irresistible  that  the  State,  to  all  external  intents  and 
purposes,  is  maintaining  a  sectarian  school  therein  at  public  ex- 
pense. It  was  clearly  the  intent  of  this  amendment  to  the  organic 
law  that  this  practice  should  be  prohibited. 

The  delay  in  rendering  a  decision  in  this  appeal  was  primarily 
caused  by  the  hope  and  expectation  that  in  the  legislative  enact- 
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luent  incorporating  the  city  of  Watervliet  and  providing  for  the 
school  system  thereof,  such  legislation  would  determine  the  ques- 
tions raised  in  this  appeal.  No  provision  has,  however,  been  made 
for  school  facilities  to  be  owned  by  the  city,  and  to  take  the  place 
of  those  secured  by  such  lease. 

The  contracts  made  by  the  respondents  herein  both  in  respect 
to  leasing  said  building  and  the  employment  of  the  teachers  en- 
gaged therein  from  which  the  appeal  herein  is  taken,  having  ex- 
pired at  the  termination  of  the  school  year  1895-6,  this  decision  can 
not  be  operative  except  as  a  determination  of  the  principles  in- 
volved, and  to  that  extent  this  decision  will  be  valuable  only  as 
indicating  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  school  authorities. 

A  new  appeal  to  reach  the  result  here  indicated  as  the  policy 
to  be  pursued  by  local  school  authorities  ought  not  to  be  necessary. 

I  decide.  That  the  action  of  the  respondents  herein,  in  hiring 
the  rooms  in  St.  Bridget's  Parochial  School  building,  in  which  to 
conduct  a  public  school,  with  the  right  of  the  control  of  the  rooms 
during  the  school  hours  only  of  each  day,  in  which  a  school  under 
the  direction  of  the  respondents  is  maintained,  and  consenting 
and  giving  to  the  lessors  complete  control  of  the  rooms  at  all 
times  other  than  during  school  hours,  and  the  continuation  of  such 
lease  beyond  the  period  of  emergency  contemplated  by  the  statute, 
was  without  legal  authority  on  the  part  of  the  respondents. 

I  also  decide  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  respondents  to  require 
the  teachers  employed  by  them  to  discontinue  the  use  in  the  public 
school  room  of  the  distinguishing  dress  or  garb  of  the  religious 
()rd(>r  to  wliich  they  belong. 
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I,    LIST   OF  NORMAL   SCHOOLS 


WITH 


Names  of  Principals  and  Officers  of  Local  Boards 

Revised  to  Januaby  1,  1897 


ALBANY 

State  Normal  College 
President William  J.  Milne,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Executive  Committee 

The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
fiamuel  B.  Ward,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  Marcus  T.  Hun,  A.  M., 
Charles  L.  Pruyn,  A.  M.,  Wm.  Bayard  Van  Rensseli^er,  A.  M. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Samuel  B.    Ward,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 

BROOKPORT 

Principal Charles  D.  McLean,  A.  M.,  LL.  B. 

•Secretary Daniel  Holmes. 

Treasurer John  H.  Kingsbury. 

BUFFALO 

Principal James  M..Gassety,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  David  F.  Day. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Hon.  Pascal  P.  Pratt. 

CORTLAND 

Principal Francis  J.  Cheney,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  William  H.  Claris. 

Secretary John  W.  Suggett. 

Treasurer Hon.  Lawrence  J.  Fitzgerald. 

FREDONIA 

Principal Francis  B.  Palmer,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Hon.  Louis  McKinstry. 
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GENESEO 

Principal John  M.  Milne,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  Solomon  Hubbard. 

Secretary William  A.  Brodie. 

Treasurer Charles  W.  Fielder. 

NBW  PALTZ 

Principal Frank  S.  Capen,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  Albert  K.  Smiley. 

Secretary Solomon  Deyo. 

Treasurer. Charles  W.  Deyo. 

ONBONTA 

Principal James  M.  Milne,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board William  H.  Morris. 

Secretary Hon.  Hartford  Nelson. 

Treasurer David  Whipple. 

OSWEGO 

Principal Edward  A.  Sheldon,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Gilbert  Mollison. 

Secretary John  Dowdle. 

Treasurer Theodore  Irwin. 

PLATTSBURGH 

Principal Edward  N.  Jones,  A.  M. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  John  B.  Riley. 

Secretary Hon.  E.  C.  Baker. 

Treasurer Hon.  George  S.  Weed. 

POTSDAM 

Principal Thomas  B.  Stowell,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

President  Local  Board Hon.  Edwin  A.  Merritt,  LL.  D. 

Secretary John  G.  Mclntyre,  A.  M. 

Treasurer George  H.  Sweet,  A.  M. 


NORMAL   SCHOOLS 


2.    REPORTS   OF    LOCAL    BOARDS 


State   Normal  College 

ALBANY 

Sbybnth  Annual  Bbpobt  of  thb  Exboutiyb  Committbb  of  thb 
Statb  Normal  Gollbob  fob  thb  Ybar  Ending  July  31, 1896 

To  Hon.  Charlbs  B.  Skinnbr,  LL.  D.,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction: 

Sir. — The  executive  committee  of  the  State  Normal  CJoUege,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  herewith  submits  its 
seventh  annual  report : 

Exbcutivb  Committbb 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  executive  committee  since  the 
previous  report  was  submitted. 

The  committee  is  composed  of  the  following  persons:  Hon. 
Charles  B.  Skinner,  LL.  D.,  chairman,  ex  officio,  Watertown; 
Samuel  B.  Ward,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  secretary  and  treasurer^  Albany; 
Marcus  T.  Hun,  A.  M.,  Albany;  Charles  L.  Pruyn,  A.  M.,  Albany; 
William  Bayard  Van  Bensselaer,  A.  M.,  Albany. 

Faculty 

In  June,  1896,  Miss  Buth  D.  Sherrill,  A.  B.,  Pd.  B.,  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  critic  in  the  high  school  department.  All  the 
members  of  the  faculty  employed  last  year  are  retained  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

The  faculty,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  as  follows: 
William  J.  Milne,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  president,  Philosophy  of  Edu- 
cation and  School  Economy;  Albert  N.  Husted,  A.  M.,  Mathe- 
matics; William  V.  Jones,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  principal  of  high  school 
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department  (model  school),  German ;  Leonard  Woods  Bichardsony 
A.  M.,  Ancient  Languages;  Edward  W.  Wetmore,  A.  M.,  Natural 
Sciences;  Samuel  B.  Belding^  Vocal  Music;  Miss  Kate  Stoneman, 
Drawing;  Miss  Mary  A.  McClelland,  English  Grammar  and  His- 
tory; Mrs.  Margaret  Sullivan  Mooney,  Elocution,  Bhetoric  and 
English  Literature;  Miss  E.  Helen  Hannahs,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Psy- 
chology and  French;  Miss  Clara  M.  Bussell,  Elementary  Methods 
and  Criticism;  Miss  M.  Harriet  Bishop,  Elementary  Methods  and 
Criticism;  Miss  Edith  Bodley,  secretary;  James  Bobert  White^ 
Ph.  B.,  Pd.  B.,  principal  of  grammar  department  (model  school); 
Miss  Anna  E.  Pierce,  principal  of  primary  department  (model 
school);  Miss  Ida  M.  Isdell,  principal  of  the  kindergarten;  Miss 
Helen  L.  Sewell,  assistant  in  the  kindergarten;  Miss  Anna  E. 
Husted,  Pd.  B.,  assistant  in  high  school  department;  Miss  Eliza 
D.  Payntar,  assistant  in  model  school;  Miss  Aurelia  Hyde, 
assistant  in  model  school;  Miss  Buth  D.  Sherrill,  A.  B.,  Pd.  B., 
critic  in  high  school  department. 

Attendance 

The  following  tables  record  the  attendance  for  the  year.  A 
noticeable  and  gratifying  increase  is  reported  notwithstanding  the 
high  standard  of  scholarship  prescribed  for  admission. 

The  whole  number  of  students  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Normal  department 314 

Model  department 442 

Kindergarten  department 44 

Total 800 


The  average  number  of  students  during  the  year  has  been  as 
follows: 

Normal  department 266 

Model  department 401 

Kindergarten  department 38 

Total 705 


The  average  age  of  students  in  the  normal  department  at  the 
time  of  entering  was: 

Team 

Males 24 

Females 21 .5 
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Gbaduatbs 

The  number  of  persons  graduated  during  the  year  and  the  whole 
number  graduated  since  the  institution  was  established  in  1844 
are  shown  in  the  following  statement. 

The  college  has  a  record  of  the  work  done  by  the  graduates  for 
more  than  50  years,  and  it  is  shown  that  almost  every  one  has 
taught  for  a  considerable  time  and  that  some  have  taught  for 
50  years: 

Males  Females         Total 

Number  graduated  June,  1896 10  74  84 

Total  from  origin  of  the  college 1,225       2,854       4,079 


Graduates,  June  19, 1896 
CoUegidte  Course 


Elizabeth  W.  Bump,  Ph.  B.»  Binghamton. 
Daniel  S.  Carpenter,  A.  B.,  Westport. 
Helen  E.  Gere,  Ph.  B.,  Belle  Isle. 
Helen  M.  Hamilton,  A.  B.,  Greenwich. 
Alice  D.  Howes,  A.  B.,  Utica. 


Charles  P.  Ldllie,  A.  B..  Qilbertarilltt. 
Lillian  U.  Moser,  A.  B.,  Syracuse. 
Evans  S.  Parker,  A.  B.,  Geneya. 
William  H.  Perry.  A.M.,  Buskirk's  Bridge. 
Mary  A.  Rice»  A.  B.,  Lawrence*  Kansas. 


Classical  Course 


Marian  C.  Chubbuck,  Wellsyille. 
Mary  L.  Cook,  West  Winfleld. 
Margaret  G.  Cox,  Albany. 
Ruth  E.  Forrest,  New  Brighton. 
Katherine  L.  Oomph,  Pittsford. 
Nettie  M.  Goulden,  Troy. 
M.  Edna  Hayes,  Herkimer. 
Louis  R.  Herzog,  Albany. 
Frances  L.  Leitzell,  West  Troy. 
Florence  B.  Lockwood,  Port  Jervis. 


Wiliam  F.  Long,  New  Scotland. 
Margaret  B.  Mann,  Qroveland. 
Susan  E.  McDonald,  Johnstown. 
Elizabeth  D.  Newman,  Oswego. 
Helen  E.  Pratt,  Fairport. 
Lewis  K.  Rockefeller,  Valatle. 
Arrietta  Snyder,  Newburgh. 
Grace  p.  Stuart,  East  Albany. 
Elizabeth  P.  Sutliff,  Cherry  Valley. 
Anna  O.  Wood,  North  Urbana. 


English  Course 


L.  Louise  Arthur,  Schenectady. 
Alice  U.  Babcock,  New  London. 
Isabella  Beggs,  Callanans. 
Evelyn  M.  Birch,  Amsterdam. 
Elnora  F.  Boland,  Cambridge. 
Mary  E.  Boughton,  Mariner  Harbor. 
M.  Geneyieye  Crissey,  Warwick. 
Mary  C.  N.  Deane,  Crown  Point. 
Jennie  C.  Hamilton,  Newburgh. 
Jennie  P.  Hanna,  Rochester. 
Sarah  J.  Harper,  Albany. 
Mary  B.  Heard,  South  BristoL 
Martha  M.  Hugglns,  Rome. 
Estelle  Hunter,  Newburgh. 
Alice  M.  Kautz,  Menands. 
Grace  E.  Mead,  Stafford  Springs,  Conn. 
Margaret  M.  Morey,  Troy. 


Gertrude  C.  Morton,  Marcellus. 
Daisy  Northrup,  Jordanyille. 
Laura  Owen,  Cohoes. 
Eliza  Ann  Powell,  Oscawana. 
Bertha  M.  Reed,  Cambridge. 
Clara  Selkirk,  Selkirk. 
Bertha  Smith,  Newburgh. 
Mabel  E.  Tarr,  Gloversyille. 
Meta  Toohey,  Fishkill-on-Hudson. 
Cora  G.  Tripp,  Cambridge. 
Minnie  VanEssen,  Albany. 
Rose  L.  West,  Waterville. 
A.  Eya  Weston.  Oak's  Corners. 
A.  Blanche  Wlllard,  Clinton. 
Florence  E.  Williams,  Watertown. 
N.  Ella  Wingate.  Schenectady. 
C.  Eugene  Woodard,  Hartford. 


Silvia  Youngs,  Albany. 
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Special   Course 

Lena  M.  Angell,  Newark  Valley.  E.  Mary  Walradt»  Theresa. 

Layinta  C.  Bacon,  Jericho.  William  J.  Millar,  Peekaklll. 

Helen  C.  Bunce,  Qlen  Coye.  Lucy  H.  Osborne,  Altamont 

M.  Ella  Gates,  Rochester.  Mabel  L.  Oyerton,  Whitestone. 

Margaret  G.  Hunt,  Warrensburgh.  Martha  E.  Palmer,  Hartford. 

Sherman  W.  KruU,  Clarence  Centre.  Ida  L.  Reyeley,  Rome. 

Franc  DeL.  Sproul,  Fairport. 

Kindergarten  Course 

Myra  L.  Adams,  Elmira.  Grace  E.  Long,  New  Scotland. 

Charlotte  E.  Bancroft,  Albany.  Katharine  Orr,  Schenectady. 

Mary  E.  Chaoe,  Warsaw.  Sarah  D.  Stewart,  Albany. 

Master  of  Pedagogy 

Harriet  Wright  Burton,  Pd.  B.  (S.  N.  C,  '96.) 

The  graduates  mentioned  above  represent  twenty-nine  (29) 
counties  of  the  State,  namely:  Albany,  15;  Allegany,  1;  Broome, 
1;  Chemung,  1;  Columbia,  1;  Dutchess,  1;  Erie,  1;  Essex,  2;  Fulton, 
1;  Herkimer,  3;  Jefferson,  2;  Livingston,  1;  Monroe,  5;  Montgom- 
ery, 2 ;  Oneida,  6 ;  Onondaga,  3 ;  Ontario,  3 ;  Orange,  6 ;  Otsego,  2 ; 
Queens,  3;  Bensselaer,  3;  Bichmond,  2;  Schenectady,  3;  Steu- 
ben 1;  Tioga,  2;  Warren,  1;  Washington,  7;  Wtitchester,  2; 
Wyoming,  1. 

Courses  of  Instruction 
English  Course  —  Admission 

Those  who  seek  admission  to  this  course  must  be  at  least  17 
years  of  age,  and  greater  maturity  is  desirable. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  pass  satisfactory  examinations 
upon  the  following  subjects:  Arithmetic,  Algebra  through  quad- 
ratics. Plane  Geometry,  Grammar,  Bhetoric,  English  Literature, 
Political  and  Physical  Geography,  American  History,  General 
History,  Botany,  Physiology,  Zoology,  Physics,  Chemistry,  As- 
tronomy, Geology,  Book-keeping,  Civil  Government,  and  Elemen- 
tary Drawing. 

Those  who  present  the  following  evidences  of  proficiency  will 
be  admitted  without  examination,  viz.:  State  certificates,  diplo- 
mas from  colleges,  universities,  the  Begents,  normal  schools,  high 
schools,  academies,  and  academic  departments  of  union  schools, 
provided  they  cover  tlie  subjects  prescribed  for  examination  in  the 
preceding  paragraph^  but  pass-cards  in  advanced  arithmetic  and 
advanced  grammar  will  be  required  in  addition  to  the  attainments 
certified  by  the  Begents',  or  other  academic  diplomas.  State- 
ments from  principals  of  schools,  setting  forth  the  superior  quali- 
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flcations  of  candidates  in  advanced,  arithmetic  and  advanced 
grammar  will  be  received  as  evidences  of  proficiency  and  will 
exempt  applicants  from  examination  in  those  subjects. 

Examinations  for  entrance  will  be  held  at  the  college  at  the 
beginning  of  each  term.  It  is  not  necessary  that  all  the  examina- 
tions be  passed  at  one  time ;  they  may  be  distributed  through  two 
years,  if  the  candidate  prefers.  Admission  to  the  college  can  not, 
however,  be  granted  until  the  examinations  are  successfully  com- 
pleted. 

A  full  preparatory  course  in  Latin  or  Modem  Languages  may 
be  substituted  for  other  subjects  prescribed  for  entrance,  but  it 
can  not  be  allowed  for  any  subjects  except  those  commonly  called 
advanced  studies. 

CouBSB  OP  Studt 
First  Tear  —  First  Term 

Psychology,  Philosophy  of  Education. 

Methods  of  teaching  the  following  subjects :  Number,  Arithme- 
tic, Geography,  Grammar,  Composition,  Beading,  Vocal  Music. 
Daily  discussion  of  educational  themes.  Essays  upon  educational 
subjects.    Preparation  of  devices  for  teaching. 

Second  Term 

Methods  of  teaching  the  following  subjects :  Algebra,  Geome- 
try, Physics,  History,  Drawing,  Botany  (Elementary),  Zo51ogy 
(Elementary),  Physiology,  Object  Lessons,  Civil  Government, 
Penmanship.  Daily  discussion  of  educational  themes.  Essays 
upon  educational  subjects.  Preparation  of  apparatus  and  speci- 
mens. 

Second  Tear  —  First  Term 

Methods  of  teaching  the  following  subjects:  Chemistry,  Book- 
keeping, Physical  Geography,  Botany,  Zoology,  Mineralogy,  Qeo- 
Jogy>  Physiology,  Rhetoric,  Familiar  Science,  Solid  Geometry, 
English  Literature,  Astronomy.  Daily  discussion  of  educational 
themes.  Essays  upon  educational  subjects.  Preparation  of  ap- 
paratus and  specimens. 

Second  Term 

School  Economy,  Elocution,  School  Law,  History  of  Education, 
Kindergarten  Methods,  Methods  of  teaching  Political  Economy, 
Teaching  in  Model  School,  Sanitary  Science,  Physical  Culture. 

Those  who  complete  the  above  course  successfully  will  receive 
a  diploma,  which  will  be  a  license  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of 
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the  State  for  life.    No  degree  will  be  conferred  upon  graduates 
from  this  course. 

Classical  Course  —  Admission 

Those  who  desire  admission  to  this  course  must  be  at  least  17 
years  of  age,  but  no  one  will  be  graduated  from  the  course  who  is 
not  at  least  20  years  of  age. 

Candidates  for  admission  must  pass  satisfactory  examinations 
upon  all  the  subjects  required  for  entrance  to  the  English  course, 
and  in  addition  thereto  Solid  Geometry;  Plane  Trigonometry; 
Caesar,  three  books;  Cicero,  six  orations;  Virgil's -^neid,  six 
books;  Latin  Prose  Composition;  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  three 
books;  Homer's  Iliad,  three  books;  and  Greek  Prose  Composition. 

Instead  of  the  requirements  in  Greek  the  candidates  may  offer 
a  two  years'  course  in  French  or  German. 

Those  who  present  the  following  evidences  of  proficiency 
will  be  admitted  without  examinations,  viz.:  diplomas  from 
colleges,  universities,  the  Regents^  normal  schools,  high  schools, 
academies,  and  the  academic  departments  of  union  schools, 
provided  they  cover  the  subjects  prescribed  for  examination  in  the 
preceding  paragraph,  but  pass-cards  in  advanced  arithmetic  and 
advanced  grammar  will  be  required  in  addition  to  the  attainments 
certified  by  the  Regents',  or  other  academic  diplomas.  State- 
ments from  principals  of  schools,  setting  forth  the  superior  quali- 
fications of  candidates  in  advanced  arithmetic  and  advanced 
grammar  will  be  received  as  evidences  of  proficiency  and  will 
exempt  applicants  from  examinations  in  those  subjects. 

Examinations  for  entrance  will  be  held  at  the  college  at  the  be- 
ginning of  each  term.  It  it  not  necessary  that  all  the  examina- 
tions be  passed  at  one  time  they  may  be  distributed  through  two 
years,  if  the  candidate  prefers.  Admission  to  the  college  can  not, 
however,  be  granted  until  the  examinations  are  successfully  com- 
pleted. 

Course  op  Study 

First  Tear  —  First  Term 

Psychology,  Philosophy  of  Education. 

Methods  of  teaching  the  following  subjects :  Number,  Arithme- 
tic, Geography,  Grammar,  Composition,  Reading,  Vocal  Music. 
Daily  discussion  of  educational  themes.  Essays  upon  educational 
subjects.    Preparation  of  devices  for  teaching. 

Second  Term 

Methods  of  teaching  the  following  subjects :  Algebra,  Geome- 
try, Physics,  History,  Drawing,  Botany  (Elementary),  Zo51ogy 
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<Elemeiitary),  Physiology  (Elementary),  Object  Lessons,  Latin. 
Daily  discussion  of  educational  themes.  Essays  upon  educational 
subjects.    Preparation  of  specimens  and  apparatus. 

Second  Tear  —  First  Term 

Methods  of  teaching  the  following  subjects:  Chemistry,  Physi- 
cal Geography,  Zoology,  Mineralogy,  Geology,  Physiology,  Rhet- 
oric, Solid  Geometry,  Greek  or  French  or  German,  English  Litera- 
ture, Astronomy.  Daily  discussion  of  educational  themes.  Es- 
says upon  educational  subjects.  Preparation  of  specimens  and 
apparatus. 

Second  Term 

School  Economy,  Elocution,  School  Law,  History  of  Education, 
Kindergarten  Methods,  Methods  of  teaching  Political  Economy, 
Teaching  in  Model  School,  Sanitary  Science,  Physical  Culture. 

Those  who  complete  the  classical  course  successfully  will  re- 
ceive diplomas  licensing  them  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  State  for  life,  and  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  will 
also  be  conferred  upon  them. 

Supplementary  Course 

First  Term 

Carpenter y  Mental  Physiology;  Spencer,  Education;  Hickoky 
Moral  Science;  Compayre,  Elements  of  Psychology;  Froebel,  The 
Education  of  Man;  Stanley,  Life  of  Dr.  Arnold;  Mahaffy,  Old  Greek 
Education;  Bain,  Mental  Science;  Bain,  Education  as  a  Science; 
Rousseau,  Emile;  Radestoch,  Habit  in  Education;  McArthur,  Edu- 
cation in  Relation  to  Manual  Industry;  Fitch,  Lectures  on 
Teaching.    Discussion  of  current  educational  themes. 

Second  Term 

Ouimps,  Life  of  Pestalozzi;  Payne,  Contributions  to  Educational 
Science;  Rosenkranz,  Philosophy  of  Education;  WincheU,  Doctrine 
of  Evolution;  Hill,  True  order  of  Studies;  Parsons,  Systems  of 
Education;  Klemm,  European  Schools;  Bourne,  Introduction  to 
Psychological  Theory;  Broum  on  Art;  Jevons,  Principles  of 
Science;  Whewell,  History  of  the  Inductive  Sciences;  Quick,  Edu- 
cational Reformers;  Browning,  History  of  Educational  Theories; 
Rosminiy  Method  in  Education.  School  Supervision;  Schools  for 
Professional  Training.  Discussion  of  current  educational  themes. 
A  thesis. 

Graduates  from  the  English  course  will  receive  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  upon  their  completing  the  supplementary 
course. 
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Graduates  from  the  classical  course  will  receive  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Pedagogy  upon  their  completing  the  supplementary 
course. 

Those  who  have  completed  either  the  English  or  the  classical 
course  in  the  college  can  pursue  the  supplementary  course  and 
receive  the  pedagogical  degrees. 

Course  for  College  Graduates 

Many  graduates  from  literary  colleges  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  instruction  given  in  the  Normal  College  consists  simply  of  a 
review  of  the  subjects  taught  in  our  secondary  schools,  and  they, 
consequently,  feel  that  a  year  spent  in  such  work  will  be  of  little 
value  to  them,  not  to  say  unnecessary,  but  in  fact  the  instruction 
given  is  of  a  very  different  kind  from  that,  and  it  is  of  a  character 
which  will  prove  of  the  utmost  value  to  them  in  the  profession 
of  teaching. 

A  person  who  has  completed  a  course  at  a  college  often  deems 
himself  qualified  to  teach,  and  the  conviction  is  even  more  general 
that  tact  in  managing  pupils  combined  with  good  scholarship 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  attain  the  highest  success  in  the  pro- 
fession. Such  ideas  are  obstructive  to  the  best  results  in  teach- 
ing, and  the  prevalence  of  them  often  prevents  the  best  scholars 
and  those  who  have  the  greatest  natural  endowments  from  seek- 
ing to  learn  the  principles  of  their  profession  and  the  best  way  of 
applying  them.  If  college  graduates  who  have  excellent  attain- 
ments in  scholarship  and  natural  aptitude  for  teaching  would 
acquaint  themselves  with  modern  methods  of  teaching,  and  the 
established  principles  and  the  generally  accepted  theories  of  edu- 
cation, and  if  they  should  become  skillful  in  applying  them  prac- 
tically in  the  schoolroom,  they  would  advance  rapidly  to  the  front 
rank  in  the  profession. 

Graduates  of  colleges  and  universities  will  be  allowed  to  select 
(with  the  approval  of  the  faculty)  from  the  curriculum  of  study 
a  course  which  may  be  completed  in  one  year.  Upon  their  com- 
pleting it  successfully  and  showing  their  ability  to  instruct  and 
manage  pupils  properly,  they  will  receive  diplomas  which  will  be 
licenses  to  teach,  and  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  will 
also  be  conferred  upon  them. 

Special  Course 

It  is  often  the  case  that  persons  who  have  been  teaching  for 
several  years  realize  very  keenly  the  need  of  professional  training, 
but  they  feel  that  they  can  not  spend  the  time  necessary  to 
complete  a  full  course,  nor  can  they  afford  the  expense  which  such 
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a  course  would  entail.  A  special  course  is  offered  to  such,  in 
order  that  they  may  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  philosophy  of 
education  and  acquire  a  reasonable  degree  of  familiarity  with 
modem  methods  of  teaching.  The  demand  for  teachers  of  experi- 
ence in  the  management  of  schools  who  have  skill  in  employing 
rational  methods  of  instruction  is  very  great,  and  the  opportunity 
offered  to  such  candidates  by  the  college  for  equipping  themselves 
to  do  the  best  work  will,  it  is  believed,  enable  mature  and  compe- 
tent instructors  to  obtain  a  good  knowledge  of  the  philosophy 
and  history  of  education,  and  to  improve  their  methods  of  teach- 
ing, so  that  they  will  materially  increase  their  salaries  and  obtain 
more  desirable  positions  than  they  have  Held  hitherto. 

The  basis  for  a  successful  application  of  the  principles  of  educa- 
tion to  methods  of  teaching  is  broad  and  accurate  scholarship^ 
consequently,  none  who  have  not  studied  what  are  ordinarily 
termed  the  higher  subjects  in  our  high  schools,  and  who  have  not 
scholarly  tastes  and  habits  will  be  allowed  to  pursue  this  course. 

Persons  who  have  at  least  the  scholarship  required  for  admis- 
sion to  the  English  course, and  who  also  have  a  first  grade  teacher's 
certificate,  and  who  bring  testimonials  from  school  commissioners, 
boards  of  education,  or  superintendents  of  schools,  to  show  that  they 
have  taught  successfully  for  three  years  or  more,  will  be  allowed 
to  complete  a  special  course  in  one  year. 

If  they  succeed  in  doing  the  work  of  the  course  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner,  they  will  be  granted  a  diploma  which  will  also  be 
a  license  to  teach  for  life  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

This  course  will  include  substantially  the  subjects  prescribed 
in  the  first  and  last  terms  of  the  English  course. 

Elective  Courses 

Persons  of  maturity  who  have  had  large  and  successful  experi- 
ence in  teaching,  but  who  have  not  the  attainments  in  scholarship 
required  for  admission  into  the  regular  courses,  and  those  that 
have  the  qualifications  for  entrance  who  wish  to  pursue  elective 
courses,  will  be  permitted  to  enter  the  college  and  pursue  such 
courses  as  the  faculty  may  approve,  but  they  will  not  be  granted 
diplomas,  nor  will  degrees  be  conferred  upon  them. 

Course  for  Kindergartners  —  Admission 

Applicants  must  be  at  least  18  years  of  age.  They  must 
possess  at  least  the  scholarship  prescribed  for  admission  to  the 
English  course. 

They  should  have  a  natural  love  for  children  so  that  they  may 
enter  into  childish  joys  and  sorrows  in  a  sympathetic  manner. 
They  should  have  the  consciousness  of  a  high  moral  purpose  and 
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a  love  for  nature;  they  should  also  possess  good  health,  industry^ 
and  a  cheerful  and  contented  disposition.  They  should  be  able 
to  play  the  piano,  and  have  a  true  ear  and  voice  for  singing. 

Young  people  who  have  the  idea  that  kindergarten  work  mean& 
simply  amusement  for  the  young  will  find  that  they  are  in  error, 
for  only  those  who  are  earnest  students  and  who  have  natural 
aptitude  for  such  work  can  hope  to  secure  a  diploma  which  cer- 
tifies to  their  ability  to  take  charge  of  a  kindergarten. 

Course  op  Instruction 

The  course  of  study  covers  a  period  of  two  years.  One  year 
will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  such  elementary  methods  as  are 
prescribed  in  the  English  course,  and  another  year  will  be  spent 
in  learning  kindergarten  work  exclusively.  The  instruction  in 
kindergarten  methods  will  include  a  large  number  of  subjects, 
among  which  will  be  lessons  on  the  use  of  the  following  articles 
and  occupations  in  developing  the  child's  mind :  Ball^  sphere,  cube 
and  cylinder,  blocks,  tablets,  slats,  sticks,  rings  and  peas-work; 
pricking,  sewing,  drawing,  lacing,  weaving,  paper-cutting,  and 
paper-folding. 

Systematic  instruction  will  be  given  upon  the  principles  and 
philosophy  of  training  which  underlie  the  kindergarten  idea. 
Lessons  on  the  care  of  children  and  on  story-telling  will  also  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  students  during  a  part  of  the  course. 

Instruction  in  the  normal  system  of  music  will  be  given,  so  that 
the  kindergartners  may  be  able  to  teach  the  rudiments  of  vocal 
music  to  children. 

Lessons  in  physical  culture  and  kindergarten  music  and  games 
will  form  a  part  of  the  course. 

Lessons  in  botany  and  natural  history  will  be  given^  with 
methods  of  presenting  them  to  little  children. 

Instruction  in  free-hand  drawing  and  in  modeling  in  clay  will 
be  given  during  the  year. 

Students  will  be  required  to  prepare  pattern  books  of  weaving, 
sewing,  pricking,  paper-folding  and  paper-cutting,  and  they  will 
be  expected  to  invent  new  forms  for  themselves  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  underlying  all  the  work. 

Students  will  be  required  to  observe  for  a  time  the  work  done 
in  the  kindergarten,  from  9  until  12.  They  will  afterwards  write 
out  their  observations  and  submit  them  to  the  class  for  approval 
and  criticism.  As  soon  as  the  students  are  qualified  to  enter  upon 
the  work  of  instruction  they  will  be  given  practical  woik  with 
the  children. 

A  course  of  reading  prescribed,  including  such  books  as  Auto- 
biography of  Frobel,  Reminiscences  of  Frobel,  Education  of  Man^ 


Normal  Schools  —  Albany  207 

Emile,  Leonard  and  Gertrude,  Baldwin's  Psychology,  and  other 
works  upon  education.  Frequent  essays  upon  the  various  phases 
of  the  instruction  and  training  of  children,  and  abstracts  of  the 
books  read  are  required. 

A  diploma,  which  will  be  a  license  to  teach  for  life  in  the  schools 
of  the  State  in  grades  below  the  fourth  year,  will  be  given  to  those 
who  complete  the  course  satisfactorily. 

Only  a  limited  number  of  kindergartners  can  be  trained  in  the 
college,  consequently  application  for  appointments  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible. 

Model  School 

A  model  school  is  organized  and  maintained  that  students  may 
have  an  opportunity  for  observing  the  successful  application  of 
the  methods  of  teaching,  and  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  display  their  knowledge  of  the  subjects  taught  and  their  skill 
in  teaching  and  managing  pupils. 

The  school  has  four  departments  —  kindergarten,  primary, 
grammar  and  high  school.  The  courses  of  study  cover  the  sub- 
jects necessary  for  preparation  for  business,  for  college,  or  for 
entering  the  Normal  College.  It  is  designed  to  make  the  school 
what  its  name  signifies,  a  model  which  graduates  may  follow 
advantageously  in  methods  of  teaching  and  in  discipline. 

The  teaching  in  this  school  is  done  chiefly  by  pupil  teachers, 
though  model  lessons  are  given  from  time  to  time  by  the  teachers 
in  charge,  so  that  those  who  are  preparing  to  teach  may  have 
illustrations  to  guide  them  in  the  application  of  the  principles 
underlying  education. 

Institutions  Repbesbntbd 

Graduates  from  twenty-nine  (29)  colleges  and  universities,  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad;  from  nine  (9)  normal  schools  situated 
in  this  and  other  States;  and  from  two  hundred  thirty-two  (232) 
high  schools  and  academies,  have  been  received  into  the  college 
upon  diplomas. 

Financial  Statement 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1896: 

Receipts 

1.  Amount  in  hands  of  executive  committee  August 

1, 1895 f  1,817  18 
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2.  Amount  received  from  the  State  during  the  year 

commencing  August  1^  1895,  and  ending  July 

31,  1896,  from  appropriation  for  maintenance,     f 25,904  95 

3.  Amount  received  for  tuition  in  several  depart- 

ments during  said  year: 

Academic |4,265  00 

Intermediate 2,260  00 

Primary 1,715  00 

8,240  00 

4.  Amount  received  from  all  other  sources  during 

said  year 23  07 


5.         Total 135,985  20 


Payments 

6.  Amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries  in  the  several 
departments  during  the  year  commencing  Au- 
gust 1,  1895,  and  closing  July  31,  1896 : 

Normal f  15,750  00 

Academic 2,500  00 

Intermediate 1,800  00 

Primary 2,600  00 


f  22,650  00 

7.  Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  janitors 1,600  00 

8.  Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 899  23 

9.  Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books,  apparatus,         1,423  66 
10.  Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  improvements  on 

buildings  and  improvements  on  grounds 1,100  84 


Estimates  for  1897-8 

Salaries  of  teachers f25,600  00 

Janitors : 1,600  00 

Library  and  apparatus 2,000  00 

Bepairs  and  improvements 2,000  00 

Fuel 1,700  00 

Other  expenses 5,000  00 

f37,900  00 
Less  estimated  tuition  fees 8,300  00 

129,600  00 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 


City  and  County  op  Albany,  \ 

Samuel  B.  Ward,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  secretary 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Normal  College,  at 
Albany;  that  the  foregoing  is  the  annual  report  of  said  executive 
committee  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Regents  of  the  University  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1896 ;  that 
the  same  is  true. 

SAMUEL  B.  WARD, 

Secretary. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  ) 
fifteenth  day  of  December,  1896.  ) 

Allan  MacDonald, 
Notary  Public^  Albany  County,  N.  7. 
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BROCK PORT 


Thirty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Board  of  the  Stats 
Normal  and  Training  School  at  Brockport 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Skinner,  Btate  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction: 

Sir. —  The  local  board  of  the  State  Normal  and  Training  School 
at  Brockport  hereby  respectfully  submit  its  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  July  31, 1896: 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Summary  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 

Receipts 

In  hands  of  local  board,  August  1, 1895 f  5  78^ 

Amount  received  from  annual  appropriation 24,986  67 

Amount  received  from  special  appropriation 17,226  2^ 

Amount  received  from  academic  tuition 1,339  40 

f43,558  14 

Payments 

Amount  paid  for  teacher's  salaries: 

From  annual  appropriation 116,450  00 

From  academic  funds 1^000  00 

f  17,450  OO 

Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  janitor  and  engineer. . .  1,300  00 

Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  office  clerk  and  assistant 

librarian 400  OO 

Amount  paid  for  students'  mileage: 

From  annual  appropriation f  181  09 

From  academic  fund 239  82 

420  91 

Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus: 

From  annual  appropriation tl,547  88 

From  special  appropriation 1,702  40 

3,250  28 
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Aim>nnt  paid  for  repairs  and  improTements: 

From  annual  appropriation f  1,894  21 

From  special  appropriation 15,523  89 

From  academic  fund 22  37 

117,440  47 

Amount  paid  for  incidentals  and  all  other  ezi>en8es: 

From  annual  appropriation f3,213  49 

From  academic  funds 65  24 

3,278  75 

Amounit  on  hand  of  academic  funds 17  75 

143,558  14 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  iteme  of  the  foregoing  expenditures 
has  been  furnished  the  department  in  the  monthly  schedules  duly 
approved  by  the  State  Superintendent,  and  the  local  board  re- 
spectfully refers  to  such  schedules  on  file  for  the  several  items 
included  in  the  above  statement. 

Estimate  of  the  necessary  running  expenses  for  the  year  ending' 
July  31,  1897: 

For  payment  of  teachers^  salaries  on  present  basis. .  f  17^850  OO 

For  salaries  of  janitor  and  engineer 1,300  OO 

For  salaries  of  oflQce  clerk  and  assistant  librarian. .  400  OO 

For  ordinary  repairs  and  improvements 2,000  OO 

For  library,  text-books  and  apparatus 1,000  OO 

For  insurance  (one-third  of  three  year's  rate) 333  33 

Forfuel 2,500  00 

For  water  and  gas 500  00 

For  other  incidental  expenses 1,000  00 

f26,883  33 

Deduct  tuition  moneys  to  be  received  on  basis  of  last 
year 1,300  00 

125,583  33 


An  annual  appropriation  of  at  least  f25,000  will  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  support  and  maintenance  of  this  school. 

Faculty  and  Salaries 

The  personnel  of  the  faculty  remains  the  same  as  last  year.  For 
the  next  year  the  salary  of  Mliss  Sara  A.  Saunders,  teacher  of 
method's,  has  been  increased  f  100,  making  f  1,000  in  all,  and  Miss 
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Alice  L.  Lennon  has  been  elected  general  assistant  in  natural 
sciences  and  English  literature  at  a  salary  of  |500.  These  changes 
have  been  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent 

Local  Boabd 

On  the  9th  day  of  January,  1896,  Mr.  George  B.  Harmon,  of 
Brockport,  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  local  board  in  place  of 
Horace  Belden,  deceased.  There  are  no  other  changes.  On  the 
29th  day  of  June,  1896,  Mr.  Eliphalet  Whitney,  who  has  been  our 
chairman  pro  tem.  since  the  decease  of  Mr.  Allen,  tendered  his 
resignation  as  such.  In  accepting  the  same  the  board  unani- 
mously adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"  Whereas  Mr.  Eliphalet  Whitney,  who  has  been  our  temporary 
cthairman  for  the  post  four  years,  and  for  over  fifty  years  actively 
identified  with  the  management  of  this  school  and  its  predecessor, 
the  Brockport  Collegiate  Institute,  now  wishes  to  retire  from  the 
chairmanship  of  the  board  and  to  remain  a  simple  private  member, 

'^  Resolved,  That  in  accepting  his  resignation  as  chairman,  we 
desire  to  express  the  appreciation  we  have  of  his  untiring  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  the  school  throughout  his  long  period  of  service, 
and  to  accord  to  him  our  sincere  thanks  for  his  kindly  interest 
and  to  hope  that  it  may  be  continued  for  years  to  come." 

The  secretary  now  acts  as  chairman  pro  tem. 

The  board,  as  now  constituted,  is  as  follows :  Daniel  Holmes, 
secretary  and  chairman  pro  tem.;  John  H.  Kingsbury,  treasurer; 
Eliphalet  Whitney,  Elijah  0.  Ohriswell,  Edgar  Benedict,  John  D. 
Bums,  Henry  S.  Madden,  Henry  Harrison,  Thomas  H.  Dobson, 
Edward  Harrison  and  George  B.  Harmon. 

Repairs  and  Improvements 

During  the  past  year  alterations  and  improvements  mentioned 
in  detail  in  the  last  report  have  been  completed,  and  the  building 
and  grounds  are  now  in  good  repair.  The  building  was  struck  by 
lightning  in  June  last,  but  fortunately  damaged  only  to  the  amount 
of  about  f25,  which  was  speedily  repaired. 

Statistical 
Valuation 

Estimated  value  of  lot  and  buildings f  200,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  furniture 7,500  00 

Estimated  value  of  library  and  apparatus 15,000  00 

$222,500  00 
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Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  each  of  the  departments 
respectively  during  the  year: 

Nonnal 516 

Academic 93 

Intermediate 180 

Primary 147 

Total 830 

Average  number  in  attendance  during  the  year: 

Normal 413 

Academic 48 

lutermediate 123 

Primary 108 

Total 692 


Average  age  of  pupils  in  normal  department  at  the  time  of 
entering : 

Male 19.60 

Female 19.22 


Number  of  graduates  from  normal  department  during  the  year: 

Male 16 

Female 45 

Total 61 


Whole  number  of  graduates  from  normal  department  since  the 
school  was  established: 

Male 164 

Female 644 

Total 808 

Graduatks 

The  following  is  a  list  of  graduates  for  the  past  year,  with  resi- 
dence, grade  of  diploma : 
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Class  1896.    Fifty-seventh  Ttrm.    Janua/ry  28 

NOKMAL  DEPAKTMENT 

Classical  Course 

Mary  Emily  Van  Deiuen,  Alton. 

English   Course 


Oertnide  Emelin«  Allen,  Hamlin. 
Sarah  Oertnide  Holbrook,  Brockport. 
Harriet  Hau^ton,  Brockport. 
-Carrie  Abigail  Johnson,  Brockport. 


Beatrice  S.  L.  King,  BrockporL 
Myrtie  Bell  Luce,  Churchville. 
Burley  Gilbert  Pooler,  Henderson. 
Ada  Belle  Root,  Brockport. 


ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 
English   Course 

Alonzo  V.  Fowler,  Brockport 

Class  1896.    Fifty-eighth  Term,    June  23 

NORMAL  DEPARTMENT 

Classical   Course 


John  Jay  Bacon,  West  Somerset 
Louisa  Benson,  Brockport 
Sarah  Gertrude  Brown,  Brockport 
Cugene  Benjamin  Callaghan,  LaFayette. 
Maud  Stuart  Campbell,  Trumansburg. 
May  Isabella  Curtis,  Rochester. 
Cathie  Annette  Eastman,  Brockport 
Hleorge  Earl  E«dmunds,  Holley. 
Mary  Jane  Franklin,  ScottsTille. 
Elberton  Dean  Henry,  Brockport 
Xiewis  Thomas  Howard,  Brockport 
William  Whitfield  Lamb,  RansomTille. 


Mary  Marion,  Stone  Church. 
Lois  Catherine  Mercer,  BrockjK>rt 
Helen  Georgia  Omans,  Holley. 
Jessie  Estella  Paine,  Greece. 
Mabel  Bumham  Pelrson,  BrockjK>rt 
Louis  Berry  Shay,  Brockport 
Lucy  Amelia  Taber,  North  Parma. 
Lloyd  Stanley  Tenny,  North  Parma. 
Frank  Earl  Torpy,  Elba. 
Ruth  M.  Truesdale,  Spencerport 
William  Robinson  True,  Ogden. 
Elizabeth  Gertrude  Whitman,  Middleport. 


Scientific  Course 

Mary  Laura  Bentley,  South  Trenton.  May  Rosa  Parker,  Lancaster. 


English   Course 


Ayis  Viola  Bonnell,  Brockport 
Alida  Sarah  Bowem,  Churchville. 
Nina  Maud  Brown,  Jeddo. 
Mary  Frances  Cooke,  Cazenovla. 
Thomas  George  Cramer,  Gasport 
Julia  Agnes  Donnelly,  Clarkson. 
James  Cotter  Downes,  Garland. 
Bessie  Emma  Emerson,  Brockport 
Lottie  Belle  Fountaine,  KnowlesTllle. 
Rachel  Moule  Garrison,  Garland, 
^ary  Fidelia  Harris,  Rochester. 
«Btta  Louise  Handy,  Carlyon. 
Willard  Grayes  Holbrook,  Brockport 


Pauline  Hutchinson,  StlttTille. 
Fannie  Emma  Johns,  Rochester. 
Marie  Agnes  Kehoe,  Rochester. 
Florence  Miriam  Kenyon,  Morton. 
Mabel  Emilia  Kenyon,  Morton. 
Florence  Nightingale  Luttenton,  Kent 
Ida  Laura  Mann,  Kendall. 
Frederick  Lamont  Maxson,  Smithyilla. 
Harry  W.  Palmer,  Brockport 
Alice  Mabel  Flatten,  Lyndonvllle. 
Anna  Harriet  Pledger,  Spencerport 
Lucia  Ruth  Rowell,  Brockport. 
Susan  Isabella  Willits,  Rochester. 
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ACADEMIC  DEPAKTMENT 
Course  Prepa/ratory  for  College 

Jamet  Mann,  Brockport.  Ben  M.  Pettenglll,  Holley* 

Musio  Course 

Nellie  Cecilia  Caiey,  BrockporL  Emma  Belle  Knlffen,  BrockjK>rt.  * 

Mabel  Amanda  Paine,  ClarkiozL 

Commencement  Honors 
If  or  Teaching 

Cathie  Annette  Eastman.  Pauline  Hutchinson. 

Mary  Fidelia  Harris.  Susan  Isabella  WUllts. 

For  Schola/rship 

Mabel  Bumham  Peirson.  May  Rosa  Parker. 

William  Whitfield  Lamb.  Mary  Jane  Franklin. 

0 

For  Rhetorical  Work 

Elizabeth  Gertrude  Wlttmann.  Lloyd  Stanley  Tenny. 

William  Robinson  Tmew  Maud  Stewart  Campbell. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  \ 
County  of  Monroe,        )     " 

Daniel  Holmes,  secretary  of  the  local  board,  being  duly  swoniy 
says,  that  the  foregoing  report  is  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
information  and  belief. 

DANIEL  HOLMES. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  ) 
day  of  August,  1896.  j 

Philip  F.  Swart, 

Notary  Public. 
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BUFFALO 


Twenty-fifth  Annual  Bbport  of  the  Local  Board  of  the  State 
Normal  and  Training  School  at  Buffalo 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Skinner,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion: 

Sir. —  In  accordance  with  law,  the  local  board  of  the  Normal 
and  Training  School,  at  Buffalo,  submits  its  twenty-fifth  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending,  July  31, 1896. 

Local  Board  of  Managers 

During  the  year  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
appointed  three  new  members,  namely:  Stephen  M.  Clement, 
Bobert  L.  Fryer,  and  Edward  H.  Butler,  all  of  Buffalo. 
The  board  now  consists  of  ten  members  organized  as  follows: 
Hon.  David  F.  Day,  president,  Buffalo;  Thomas  Lothrop,  M.  D., 
vice-president,  Buffalo;  Pascal  P.  Pratt,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Buffalo;  Henry  Lapp,  M.  D.,  Clarence;  Charles  W.'  Goodyear, 
Buffalo;  William  Hengerer,  Buffalo;  Hon.  D.  H.  McMillan,  Buf- 
falo; Stephen  M.  Clement,  Buffalo;  Bobert  L.  Fryer,  Buffalo; 
Edward  H.  Butler,  Buffalo. 

Faculty 

In  March,  Professor  William  L.  Sprague,  teacher  of  Latin  and 
Greek,  resigned  his  position  to  accept  the  principalship  of  a  pub- 
lic school  in  Brooklyn.  His  place  was  filled  to  the  end  of  the  year 
by  Professor  A.  C.  Richardson,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  a 
teacher  of  many  years  experience.  His  work  proved  so  accept- 
able that,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  was  appointed  as  the  regular 
teacher  of  classics. 

Miss  Theodora  M.  Carrell  was  also  appointed  as  an  assistant 
teacher  in  the  department  of  Natural  Science  and  English  Litera- 
ture at  a  salary  of  f  700  a  year.  This  additional  teacher  was 
rendered  necessary  on  account  of  the  great  size  of  the  school  and 
the  insufficiency  of  the  teaching  force.  Miss  Carrell  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Buffalo  Normal  and  Training  School,  and  also  of  Vassar 
College.  She  had  two  years  of  very  successful  experience  in 
teaching  before  entering  college.     She  will  doubtless  prove  a 
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valuable  addition  to  the  faculty.  In  all  other  respects  the  faculty 
of  instruction  and  its  organization  will  remain  the  same  as  last 
year. 

School  of  Practice 

The  teachers  in  the  School  of  Practice  remain  the  same  as  last 
year  and  it  has  the  same  organization. 

Kindergarten 

The  Kindergarten  Training  School,  which  has  been  in  oi)eration 
during  the  past  three  years,  was  in  its  nature  a  private  school, 
paying  its  expenses  from  the  tuition  received  from  its  pupils  and 
teachers  in  training. 

By  the  advice  and  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Superintend- 
ent, it  will  hereafter  be  a  regular  part  of  the  Normal  and  Training 
School,  and  tuition  to  the  teachers  in  training  will  be  free. 

Miss  Loie  S.  Palmer,  who  has  managed  it  with  great  success 
heretofore,  will  be  retained  as  head  of  the  kindergarten  depart- 
ment. Her  salary  has  been  fixed  by  the  State  Superintendent  at 
f  1,000  a  year. 

A  new  course  of  three  years  has  been  adopted  by  the  local  board 
and  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent,  to  be  called  "  The 
Primary  and  Kindergarten  Course."  The  conditions  for  entrance 
to  this  course  are  the  same  as  to  the  other  courses  in  the  Normal 
School,  and  its  diploma  is  a  license  to  teach  primary  and  kinder- 
garten work  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

Improvements 

During  the  past  year  a  complete  system  of  fire  escapes  has  been 
placed  upon  the  school  buildings,  which  has  been  paid  for  from 
special  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislatures  of  1895  and  1896. 

Many  other  repairs  are  still  needed  on  the  buildings  and  school 
grounds.  All  the  outside  woodwork  of  the  buildings  is  badly  in 
need  of  painting.  The  foundation  walls  should  be  pointed  up,  as 
the  mortar  has  fallen  out  in  many  places.  New  stone  walks  ought 
to  take  the  place  of  the  decaying  plank  walks  in  the  school  yard. 

The  school  is  also  in  great  need  of  a  large  amount  of  new  furni- 
ture. It  is  with  diflSculty  and  discomfort  that  the  present  large 
number  of  students  can  be  taken  care  of.  For  the  past  two  years 
an  appropriation  has  been  asked  for  to  provide  furniture  greatly 
needed,  but  the  Legislature  has  not  seen  fit  to  make  one. 

Attendance 

The  whole  number  registered  during  the  year  in  each  of  the 
departments  respectively,  was: 
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Normal 443^ 

Academic 8- 

Intermediate 221 

Primary  and  kindergarten 228- 

Total 900 

The  average  attendance  in  each  of  the  departments  was: 

Normal 354 

Academic 6^ 

Intermediate 191 

Primary  and  kindergarten 175 

Total 726 

The  average  age  of  normal  pupils  at  time  of  entering  was: 

Male 22.71 

Female 19.30 


The  number  of  graduates  during  the  year  from  normal  courses 
was  80,  and  three  from  academic  courses. 

The  whole  number  of  graduates  from  the  school  since  it  was^ 
established  is: 

From  normal  courses 896- 

From  academic  courses 6T 

Total 88a 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  normal  graduates  of  the  past  year^ 
with  places  of  residence  and  grade  of  diplomas: 

Class  op  January  28,  1896 
Classical  Course 

Mary  Agnes  Took,  Batavia. 

Scientific  Course 

Katherine  A.  Hoesterman,  Buffalo. 

ETiglish    Course 

Louise  A.  Dempsey,  Lockport.  Florence  A.  Paul,  South  Wales. 

Lillian  B.  Johnston,  Newark.  Nellie  Hawley  Robinson,  North  Tonawandik. 

Clara  Amelia  Lentz,  Buffalo.  Harry  R.  Smallenburg,  Buffalo. 

Clara  Milks,  West  Seneca.  Anna  Loretto  Wade,  BataTia. 
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Class  of  June  19,  1896 
Classical  Course 


Hattle  Blihop,  Pawling. 
Ralph  R.  Blackney,  Angola. 
Marion  B.  Bums,  Clarence. 
Manrin  Butler,  Warsaw. 
Grace  E.  Cliurchill,  Akron. 
Agnes  Lewis  Daniels,  Friendship. 
Henry  J.  Danser,  Akron. 
Katherine  B.  Doyle,  Hamburgh. 
Edward  F.  Duggan,  OainesTille. 
Mary  A.  Fairchild,  PortTille. 
Charlotte  Walworth  Forbes,  Buffalo. 
Ella  Hurd.  Oowanda. 
Thereea  Kelly,  Atou. 
Florence  M.  King,  Buffalo. 


Gertrude  M.  Kingman,  East  Aurora. 

Jesse  L.  Morehouse,  Jeddo. 

Eunice  E.  Nott,  Hamburgh. 

Minnie  D.  Oatman,  Buffalo. 

Louise  E.  A.  Palliser,  Buffalo. 

Carrie  E.  Peckham,  Freedom. 

Edwin  M.  Peckham,  Freedom. 

Andrew  Schrob,  SwormsTille. 

Sarah  Margaret  Sftmpson,  Niagara  Falls.. 

Isabel  Stickney,  Buffalo. 

Augustus  G.  Striker,  Buffalo. 

E.  Louise  Waltlier.  Hornellsvllle. 

Harrle  P.  Weatherlow,  Buffalo. 

Esther  L.  Woods,  Buffalo. 


Scientific    Course 


Maude  W.  Adams,  Buffalo. 
Bella  Blenemann,  Buffalo. 
Jennie  B.  Church,  Bergen. 


Chloe  A.  Hawkins,  Gowanda. 
Anna  F.  McKowne,  JewettTille. 
Emma  H.  Mead,  Buffalo. 


Bertha  E.  Wells,  Hamburgh. 


English  Course 


Mattle  E.  Beals,  Alabama. 
Minnie  A.  Belger,  Buffalo. 
Clara  Louise  Booth,  Buffalo. 
Cora  A.  Bradley,  RansomTille. 
Bessie  M.  Buckley,  Batavia. 
Lucy  M.  Carmody,  BataTla. 
Louise  M.  Cassety,  Buffalo. 
Nellie  M.  Collins,  Buffalo. 
Elisabeth  Condy,  Claremont. 
Margaret  Louise  Crehan,  Buffalo. 
Mary  Bstelle  Crothers,  Clarence. 
Florence  E.  Dier,  Homellsville. 
Clara  Louise  Embry,  Buffalo. 
Carl  M.  Femer,  Whitehall. 
Jennie  A.  Good,  Clarence  Center. 
Ethel  P.  Gowans,  Angola. 
Mary  O.  Griffin,  Holland. 

Maria  A.  Wltmer, 


Alma  O.  Helnzelman,  Delavan. 
GeneTleve  Hubbard,  Buffalo. 
Mildred  Ingraham,  Corfu. 
Martha  A.  Johnson,  SilTer  Creek. 
Augusta  F.  Kopf,  Buffalo. 
Margaret  P.  McCarthy,  Castile. 
Ella  E.  Miller.  Coming. 
Nellie  G.  Milliman,  Alden. 
Addle  M.  Munger,  Attica. 
Nellie  O.  Day,  Buffalo. 
Frances  C.  Reinhart,  Buffalo. 
OIlTO  D.  Roberts,  Angola. 
Julia  A.  Searls,  East  Aurora. 
Elizabeth  M.  Sheehan,  Buffalo. 
Ella  Maude  Smith,  Buffalo. 
Marian  K.  Varlan,  Niagara  Falls. 
Jessie  S.  Weller,  Buffalo. 
Niagara  Falls. 


Detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Buffalo  Normal  and  Training  School  for  the  year  ending  July  31^ 
18%: 

Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  report |118  32" 

Eeceived  from  the  State  on  account  of  annual  appro- 
priation          20,041  21 
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Received  from  special  appropriation |2,851  78 

Received  from  tuition 1,732  00 

All  other  sources 2,000  00 

Total 126,743  31 

Summary  of  Expenditures 

On  account  of  teachers'  salaries |16,762  00 

On  account  of  janitor's  wages 800  00 

On  account  of  reference  books 40  00 

On  account  of  text-books 523  53 

On  account  of  fuel 1,174  50 

On  account  of  supplies  and  miscellaneous 4^090  86 

On  account  of  mileage  of  pupils 484  92 

Paid  from  special  appropriation  supply  bill,  1895, 

for  fire-escapes  and  heating  apparatus 2,000  00 

Paid  from  special  appropriation  supply  bill,  1896, 

for  fire-escapes  and  plumbing 851  78 

Balance  in  hands  of  local  board,  July  31, 1896 15  72 

Total f  26,743  31 


Estimated  expenditures  for  salaries  and  maintenance  for  the 
year  ending  July  31,  1898. 

For  salaries  of  teachers fl7,300  00 

For  wages  of  janitor : 800  00 

For  fuel 1,300  00 

For  text-books  and  reference  library 500  00 

For  ordinary  repairs 500  00 

For  supplies  and  miscellaneous  expenses 1,500  00 

Total f 21,900  00 

Less  probable  receipts  from  tuition 900  00 

Appropriation  needed $21,000  00 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,   ]  ^^   . 
Erie  County,  \  "  " ' 

The  president  and  secretary  of  the  State  Normal  and  Training 
School  at  Buffalo,  being  duly  sworn  say,  and  each  for  himself 
says,  that  the  foregoing  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
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expenditures  of  the  said  board  has  been  approved  by  the  auditing 
committee  of  said  board  and  that  he  believes  such  statement  to 
be  correct. 

DAVID  P.  DAY, 

President 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT, 

Secretary. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this   \ 
3ath  day  of  September,  1896.  j 

Samubl  Ellis, 

Notary  Public. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PASCAL  P.  PRATT, 

Secretary. 
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CORTLAND 


Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Board  of  the 
State  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Cortland,  N.  Y. 

Hon.    Charles    K    Skinner,    State    Superintendent    of    Public 
Instruction: 

Sir. —  Pursuant  to  the  statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
local  board  of  the  State  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Cortland, 
N.  Y.,  through  you  and  subject  to  your  approval,  hereby  respect- 
fully transmits  to  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  its  twenty- 
eighth  annual  report,  showing  the  condition  of  said  school  under 
its  charge  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1896: 

Local  Board 

Hon.  William  H.  Clark,  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  chairman;  John  W. 
Suggett,  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  secretary;  Hon.  Lawrence  J.  Fitz^erald^ 
Cortland,  N.  Y.,  treasurer;  James  S.  Squires,  Cortland,  N.  Y.; 
Hugh  Duffey,  Cortland,  N.  Y.;  Hon.  Orris  U.  Kellogg,  Cortland, 
N.  Y.;  Theodore  H.  Wickwire,  Cortland,  N.  Y.;  Hon-  Israel  T. 
Deyo,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.;  Salem  Hyde,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Faculty 

The  faculty  for  the  coming  year,  beginning  September,  1896, 
will  be  as  follows: 

Francis  J.  Cheney,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Psychology  and  the  History 
of  Education;  Darwin  L.  Bardwell,  A.  B.^  M.  A.,  Sciences;  J. 
Edward  Banta,  A.  B.,  M.  A.,  Latin  and  Greek;  William  A.  Cornish, 
A.  B.,  Mathematics;  Clara  J.  Robinson,  Methods,  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  practice;  Mary  F.  Hendrick,  Elocution, 
Rhetoric  and  Literature;  Clara  E.  Booths  French,  German  and 
Physical  Geography;  Helen  M.  Goodhue,  Drawing;  Caroline  M. 
Curry,  A.  B.,  Science  and  Latin;  Minnie  M.  Alger,  Music;  Harriet 
A.  Hamilton,  English  and  History;  Julia  A.  Norris,  Physical  Cul- 
ture; Anna  L.  Clarkson,  Stenography;  Typewriting  and  Arith- 
metic; Grace  K.  Duffey,  principal,  intermediate  department; 
Maria  W.  Bishop,  critic,  intermediate  department;  Mary  Louise 
Eastman,  principal,  primary  department;  Ella  Gale,  critic,  pri- 
mary department;  Emily  C.  Ormsby,  critic,  intermediate  and  pri- 
mary departments. 


Normal  Sohools  —  Cortland 


223 


GRADUATES  OF  1896 

Normal  Graduates 

Clas&ioal  Course 


*011ye  DUntha  Allls,  Ssrracuse. 
Eleanor  May  Barge,  Odessa, 
Edith  Blanche  Hall,  Syracuse. 
May  Frances  Johnson,  Syracuse. 
Alice  Gary  Lay,  Oroton. 
Mary  Van  Ness  Manwarren,  Windsor. 
BlizabeUi  O.  McOraw,  Cortland. 
Myrtle  Olmsted,  Delavan. 
'Rose  Leonore  Pedley,  Baldwlnsrllle. 


Bessie  Frances  Speed,  Slatenrille  Springs. 
Mary  Isabella  StlUman,  Red  Hook. 
Mary  SulliTan,  Ck)rtland. 
Lula  Edna  Van  Scoy,  Candor. 
Margaret  Barnard  Wood,  Greene. 
Maurice  Lawrence  Farrell,  Cortland. 
Phil  Harold  Hembdt,  Kenoza  Lake. 
Adam  Franklin  Roes,  Cortland. 
Morton  Jarris  Sanford,  Centre  Lisle. 


Arland  D.  Weeks,  McLean. 

Scientific  Cov/rse 

•Frank  P.  Oleason,  Keeney's  Settlement.  Derton  Hozie  Landpher,  Freetown. 

Jessie  Malone,  BaldwinsYille. 

English   Course 


Miriam  OenevieTe  Babcock,  ScotL 
Una  Lucretia  Beebe,  Brookfleld. 
Mary  Alice  Boisselle,  Auburn. 
Frances  Eliza  Bryant,  Greene. 
Mabel  Roe  Crane,  Horseheads. 
Mary  P.  Clark,  Cortland. 
Edith  Irene  Cooper,  Oroton  City. 
Marguerite  M.  Danforth,  Syracuse. 
'Caroline  Elizabeth  Davis,  Cazenoria. 
Ora  Lorena  Dennis,  Oanlsteo. 
Anna  May  Fish,  Phoenix. 
Margaret  Frazier,  Homer. 
-Edith  A.  Hawkes,  Trumansburg. 
Frances  Newton  Heath,  Northville. 
Flora  D.  Hill,  Richford. 
Edith  Burdick  Horton,  Owego. 
Julia  Cordes  Jordan,  Walden. 
Ella  Eugenia  Kay,  Walden. 
Margaret  Sarah  Lillls,  Truxton. 
/Ella  Lobdell,  Esperance. 


Mary  Emma  Lundberg,  Walden. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Mack,  Cortland. 
Nellie  Elizabeth  Metcalf,  Cortland. 
Martha  Laura  Mineah,  McLean. 
Grace  Rosamond  Munn,  Wurtsboro. 
Zenana  Perkins  Newton,  CazenoYla. 
Grace  De  Ette  Reynolds,  Cortland. 
Fra  Marian  Roberts,  Montour  Falls. 
Iva  Oletta  Rogers,  Rochester. 
Grace  Edna  Sturtevant,  Cortland. 
Sara  Evelyn  Thompson,  Alexandria  Bay. 
Etta  Maude  Towne,  Cortland. 
Grace  Evelsm  Theiss,  Cortland. 
Bertha  Crandall  Twiss,  Groton. 
Mabel  Irene  Van  Valen,  Cortland. 
Harriet  Van  Busklrk,  Summer  HilL 
Berdella  Abigail  Vickery,  Phoenix. 
Mary  Grace  Wheeler,  Jordan. 
Mabel  Claire  Whltcomb,  Madison. 
James  A.  Shea,  Fabius. 


Robert  Samuel  Welch,  DeWitt 

Academic  Graduates 
Classical  Course 

Jared  N.  Meaker,  Cortland. 


Denton  A.  Fuller,  Cortland. 


English    Co  u  rse 

Rowland  Lucius  Davis,  Cortland. 


Schedule  of  questions  relating  to  the  Normal  and  Training 
Bchool  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  for  the  vear  commencing  August  1, 
1895,  and  ending  July  31,  1896. 
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Financial 
Receipts 

1.  Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  August  1, 1895,       f  1,680  75 

2.  Amount  received  from  the  State  during  the  year 

commencing  August  1,  1895,  and  ending  July 

31,  1896,  from  appropriation  for  maintenance,       26,117  84 

3.  Amount  received  from  State  from  special  appro- 

priation for  same  time 9,550  75 

4.  Amount  received  from  all  other  sources  during 

said  year 436  79 

5.  Total f37,786  13 


Payments 

6.  Amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries  in  the  several 

departments  during  the  year  commencing  Au- 
gust 1, 1895,  and  closing  July  31, 1896 : 

Normal fl3,990  00 

Intermediate 1,850  00 

Primary 1,720  00 

117,560  00 

7.  Amount  paid  for  salary  of  janitor 1,500  00 

8.  Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 764  00 

9.  Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  appa- 

ratus          4,062  39 

10.  Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  improvements  on 

buildings  and  improvements  on  grounds 8,679  54 

11.  Amount  paid  for  incidentals  and  all  other  ex- 

penses not  above  enumerated 3,163  77 

12.  Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  July  31,  1896. .         2,056  43 

13.  Total 137,786  13 

Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  year  commencing,  August  1, 1897: 

Salaries |21,900  00 

Library  and  apparatus 900  00 

Repairs 700  00 

Insurance,  fuel,  lights,  etc 2,400  00 

Furniture,  text-books 500  00 

Incidentals 1,600  00 

Total 128,000  00 
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Statistical 

1.  Value  of  lot  and  buildings,  including  steam-heat- 

ing and  ventilating  apparatus  and  plant (211,594  38 

2.  Value  of  furniture 26,178  06 

3.  Value  of  library  and  apparatus  belonging  to  the 

schools 18,379  60 

Total 1256,152  04 


4.  Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  each  of  the  depart- 
*  ments,  respectively,  during  the  year  commencing  Au- 
gust 1,  1895,  and  ending  July  1,  1896 : 

Normal 563 

Academic 55 

Intermediate 208 

Primary 209 

Total 1,035 


5.  Average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  for  each  of  the 
departments,  respectively,  during  said  year: 

Normal 430 

Academic 44 

Intermediate 170 

Primary 164 

Total 808 


6.  Average  age  of  pupils  in  normal  department  at  time 
of  entrance: 

Male 20.5 

Female 19.3 


7.  Number  of  graduates  from  normal  department  during 
said  year: 

Male 9 

Female 54 

Total 68 

15 
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8.  Whole  number  of  graduates  from  normal  department 
since  the  school  was  established: 

Male 233 

Female 967 


Total 1^0 


I,  Francis  J.  Cheney,  principal  of  the  State  Normal  and  Train- 
ing School  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  all  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  1041  of  the  Laws  of  1895,  as  amended  by  chapter 
901  of  the  Laws  of  1896,  relative  to  teaching  physiology  and  hy- 
giene, have  been  complied  with. 

FRANCIS  J.  CHENEY, 

Principal. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  day   ] 
of  September,  1896.  f 

James  H.  Turner, 

Notary  PuUic. 

In  answers  to  questions  1,  2  and  3  the  amount  differs  from 
that  reported  last  year  because  of  the  improvements  and  repairs 
made  to  lot  and  buildings^  the  building  of  a  janitor's  residence 
and  large  additions  made  to  library  and  apparatus. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  ) 
Cortland  County,  ( 

William  H.  Clark  and  John  W.  Suggett,  being  duly  sworn, 
depose  and  say,  and  each  for  himself  says,  that  he,  said  Clark,  is 
chairman,  and  he,  said  Suggett,  is  secretary'  of  the  local  board 
of  the  State  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  and 
that  the  foregoing  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendl- 
tureff  of  said  board  on  account  of  said  normal  school  is  true  and 
correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

WM.  H.  CLARK. 
JOHN  W.  SUGGETT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  ) 
10th  day  of  September,   1896.  \ 

Jas.  M.  Reynolds, 

Notary  PuUic. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  W.  SUGGETT, 

Secretary. 
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FREDONIA 


Annual  Report  of  the  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Fre- 

DONIA,   N.  Y.,   FOR  the  YEAR  ENDING,  JuLY  31,   1896 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Albany,  N.  Y.: 

Sir. —  In  accordance  with  the  law,  the  board  of  the  Normal  and 
Training  School  at  Fredonia  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1896: 

Local  Board 

Hon.  L.  Morris,  president;  Hon.  Louis  McKinstry,  secretary; 
P.  H.  Stevens,  Charles  L.  Mark,  Hon.  M.  M.  Fenner,  F.  C.  Chatsey, 
Frederick  R.  Green. 

Faculty 

The  following  changes  are  made  for  the  coming  year  in  con- 
sequence of  the  resignation  of  Professor  Burgess,  to  pursue  studies 
in  Chicago  University,  and  the  resignation  of  Miss  Maude  Skid- 
more,  teacher  of  music,  and  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  Mrs. 
Newcomb's  services  as  teacher  of  kindergarten  methods.  Mr. 
Homer  L.  Holcomb  is  changed  to  the  department  of  Latin  and 
Greek,  apd  Miss  Addie  Herrick  to  the  work  of  kindergarten 
methods  and  superintendent  of  kindergarten.  Miss  Jessie  Hill- 
man  returns  to  the  school  as  teacher  of  piano.  Miss  Julia  Sher- 
man is  appointed  critic  in  the  intermediate  department,  and  Miss 
Ama  Lester  as  assistant  in  the  kindergarten,  making  the  faculty 
stand  as  follows: 

Francis  B.  Palmer,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  principal.  Philosophy  and 
History  of  Education;  M.  T.  Dana,  Ph.  D.,  vice-principal.  Mathe- 
matics; Andrew  Y.  Freeman,  Superintendent  of  Methods  and 
Practice;  Franklin  N.  Jewett,  A.  B.,  A.  M.^  Natural  Sciences; 
Homer  L.  Holcomb,  A.  B.,  Ancient  Languages;  John  P.  Harter, 
Vocal  Music;  Miss  Anna  McLaury,  preceptress.  Rhetoric  and  Lit- 
erature; Miss  Julia  Shepard,  Drawing  and  Manual  Training;  Miss 
Nellie  F.  Palmer,  principal  of  primary  department;  Miss  Addie 
Herrick,  superintendent  of  kindergarten  and  methods;  Miss  Jessie 
Hillman,  piano;  Miss  Minnie  Archibald,  critic  in  intermediate 
department;  Miss  Julia  Sherman,  critic  in  intermediate  depart- 
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ment;  Miss  Florelle  Hovey,  Reading  and  Elocution;  Miss  Grace 
McKinstry,  academic  assistant  and  French;  Miss  Ruth  English, 
critic  in  primary  department;  Miss  Edith  Curtis,  Painting;  Miss 
Edna  Fuller,  Physical  Training;  Miss  Ama  Lester,  assistant  in 
kindergarten. 

Buildings  and  Grounds 

The  buildings  and  grounds  are  in  good  condition,  and  the  work 
of  fitting  up  the  heating  apparatus  with  a  self-regulator  is  com- 
plete, but  has  been  tested  only  in  part.  A  new  library  room  has 
been  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  about  5,000  volumes, 
with  room  for  2,000  more.  The  apparatus  is  fairly  complete  and 
in  good  condition. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  normal  graduates: 

January  28,  1896 
English  Course 

Ruby  S.  Cross,  Charlotte  Center. 

June  16,  1896 
Classical  Course 


Maude  Rose  Babcock.  Dunkirk. 
Katharine  Isabel  Cushlng.  Fredonla. 
Cora  Alberta  Foggan,  Dunkirk. 
Mabel  Butterfleld  Hopkins.  Palmyra. 
Grace  Ldlllan  Moon,  ForestvlUe. 
Ruth  Wilder  Perrln,  Fredonla. 
Jettle  Margaret  Phelps,  Sherman. 
Carrie  Llvermore  Record,  Warrensburg. 
Laura  Alana  Strelght,  Frankllnyllle. 


Harrlette  V.  Tefft,  BarlTllle. 
Will  Lavern  Adklns.  Fredonla. 
Frederick  Burgess  Holcomb,  Riple>. 
Alton  Henry  Hollister,  Conewango. 
Philip  James  McBvoy,  ForestvlUe. 
Clifford  Vern  Oakes.  South  Dayton. 
George  Rush  Raynor,  Hartfleld. 
Sanford  Durfee  Van  Alstlne,  Cherry  Creek. 
*Henry  J.  Wallace,  Markham. 


•Elementary  English  course,  1892. 


Scientific  Course 


Dora  Anna  Drown,  Corfu. 


Frank  Elmer  Mathewson,  Grlswold. 


Hettle  Estell  Kysor,  Cattaraugus. 


English    Course 


Elizabeth  Virginia  Archibald,  Fredonla. 
Lillian  Maude  Blodgett,  Fredonla. 
Grace  L.  Brown.  Silver  Creek. 
Bmily  Glennora  Chew,  Suspension  Bridge. 
Mary  Margret  Clark.  Laona. 
Blisabeth  Helen  Crouch,  Fredonla. 
Lula  May  Douglas,  Fredonla. 
Anna  French  Helmer.  Salamanca. 
Belle  Ketchum,  Sherman. 


Bertha  Azilne  Koch,  Bradford.  Pa. 
Sarah  Grace  Leavenworth,  Omaha,  Neb. 
Jessie  Fremont  Mann,  Flndley's  Lake. 
Alta  Lorlnda  Mason,  Fredonla. 
Mary  Eleanor  Mulholland.  Dunkirk. 
Maude  Elizabeth  Pettibone.  Miles  Grove,  Pa. 
Agnes  Elizabeth  Smith,  Girard,  Pa. 
Grace  Ward  Smith,  Frankllnville. 
Louise  May  Wiley,  Hinsdale. 


Lee  Clafln  Robertson,  Fredonla. 
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Academic  Grraduaiei  Course 

Mary  Bridget  Dillon,  Belmont.  Mary  Elizabeth  Hartigan,  Belmont 

Frances  Bngllah,  Belfast.  Minnie  Stecker,  Dunkirk. 

Grace  Coe  Teller,  Fredonia. 

Normal  Kindergarten  Course 

A  very  large  number  of  young  ladies  have  entered  the  new 
kindergarten  course,  indicating  the  immediate  recognition  of  the 
importance  of  this  course. 

Financial  Statement 

Redpts 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  local  board,  August  1, 1895. . .  f204  48 
Amount  received  from  the  State  during  year,  main- 
tenance    22,000  00 

Amount  received  from  the  State  from  special  appro- 
priation   1,354  00 

Amount  received  for  expense  Indian  pupils 275  00 

Amount  received  for  tuition  in  the  several  departments,  941  66 

Amount  received  from  all  other  sources 16  76 

Total , 124,791  90 

Payments 

Amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries  in  the  several  departments, 
during  the  year  commencing  August  1,  1895,  and  closing  July 
31,  1896. 

Total , 116,600  00 

Expense  of  Indian  pupils 275  00 

Amount  paid  for  salary  of  janitor 800  00 

Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 254  23 

Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus. . .  881  30 
Amount  paid  for  repairs^  and  all  improvements  on 

buildings,  and  improvements  on  grounds 2,970  19 

Amount  paid  for  incidentals,  and  all  other  expenses 

not  above  mentioned 2,939  39 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  July  31, 1896 71  79 

Total f  24  J91  90 

Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1898. 

Salaries |17,950  00 

Fuel 2,000  00 

Lights 350  00 
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Water |150  00 

Text-books  and  apparatus  1,000  00 

Supplies 500  00 

Repairs  and  incidentals 2,500  00 

Total 124,450  00 

Tuition T 950  00 

f23,500  00 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,) 
Chautauqua  County.       ) 

Lorenzo  Morris,  president,  and  Louis  McKinstry,  secretary,  of 
the  local  board  of  managers  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fre- 
donia,  being  duly  sworn,  do  say,  and  each  for  himself  says,  that 
the  foregoing  report  of  transactions  of  said  school  during  the  year 
ending  July  31,  1896,  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

LORENZO  MORRIS, 

President. 

LOUIS  McKINSTRY, 

Secretary. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  ) 
of  September,  1896.  "  ) 

R.  F.  Skinner, 
{  Notat^  Public, 
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GENESEO 


TWBNTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LOOAL  BOARli  OF  THE  StATB 

Normal  and  Training  School  at  Geneseo. 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 

Sir. —  The  local  board  of  trustees  of  the  State  Normal  and 
Training  School,  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  law,  herewith  transmits  its  twenty-fifth  annual  report: 

Attendance 

The  whole  number  of  students  enrolled  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  school  during  the  year  ending,  July  31, 1896,  was  as 
follows : 

Normal  department 835 

Academic  department 74 

School  of  practice: 

Intermediate  department 210 

Primary  department 213 

1,332 

Graduates 

The  whole  number  of  persons  who  have  received  diplomas  from 
this  school  is  as  follows: 

Males 238 

Females 1,029 


1,267 


The  number  of  persons  graduated  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Males 25 

Females 135 

160 
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Graduates  of  1896 


Fannie  C.  Baker,  Geneseo. 
Jessie  M.  Batterson,  Nunda. 
Louise  Bettenhause,  Utlca. 
Merle  L.  Bishop,  WhltesTllle. 
Charles  S.  Boatfleld,  LeRoy. 
Mary  C.  Broadhead,  Rondout. 
ETa  Butts,  Cuba. 
H.  Pearl  Barclay,  Oeneseo. 
Mary  Cloonan,  Oeneseo. 
Frances  P.  Castle,  Canandalgua. 
Sue  G.  Crafts,  Wolcott. 
Gkorge  M.  Egan,  Victor. 
Grace  Erisman,  Wllhelm. 
Ruth  Fordham,  Geneseo. 
Stella  H.  Francis,  LlTonla. 
Emma  C.  Fitch,  East  Steuben. 
Mary  C.  Guy,  Mt.  Morris. 
Rodney  E.  Gooding.  Geneseo. 
Elizabeth  Goode,  Geneseo. 
Edward  A.  Hackett,  Geneseo. 
George  B.  Hickox,  Canandalgua. 
Edward  D.  Hardy,  Andover. 
Ray  H.  Hart,  North  Rush. 
Roy  M.  Hart,  North  Rush. 
M.  Adelaide  Harkness,  Rushyille. 
Adelade  Hodges,  Geneseo. 
Cora  B.  Irwin,  E.  Greenwich. 
L.  Ward  B.  Jackman,  Geneseo. 


Charles  D.  Jewell,  Conesus  Center. 
Carolyn  E.  La  Rouette,  Scottsburg. 
Anna  L.  Lincoln,  Geneseo. 
Leonard  S.  Lyon,  Naples. 
Alta  Lowe,  BataTia. 
Endora  Mather,  Geneseo. 
Geitrude  E.  Moule,  Riga. 
Mary  A.  Petrie,  Lyndonvllle. 
Carrie  E.  Randall.  Church vl lie. 
Howard  R.  Rector,  Geneseo. 
Anna  M.  Reed,  Livonia. 
D.  Grace  Richardson,  Newark. 
Ida  B.  Richardson,  Honeoye  Falls. 
Alice  L.  Smith,  GeneTa. 
Emma  M.  Smith,  Lyons. 
John  Smith,  Short  Tract 
Nancy  E.  Seyter,  Corning. 
Erminia  J.  Smith,  Castile. 
Mary  A.  Shepard,  Geneseo. 
Altie  J.  Tilton,  Warsaw. 
Frank  D.  Warren,  Nunda. 
Clara  A.  Waterbury,  Geneseo. 
Frances  E.  Wicker,  Geneseo. 
Agnes  Wilson,  GroTeland. 
Blanche  Wise,  Geneseo. 
Mabel  Wolsey,  Canaseraga. 
Jessie  L.  Woodruff,  Avon. 
A.  Maude  Weeks,  Corning. 


Scientijlc  Course 


Relnforth  J.  Boddy,  North  Java. 
Grace  O.  Braithwalte,  Lincoln. 
Walter  J.  Greene,  Ray. 
Mary  E.  House,  Avon. 
Grace  B.  Johnson,  Avon. 


Gratia  L.  Miller,  Geneseo. 
Lillian  T.  O'Connor,  Mendon. 
John  R.  Palmer.  Varysburg. 
Josephine  E.  Smith,  Alabama  Center. 
Anna  N.  Streeter,  Pike. 


John  Wlieeler,  Moscow. 


English   Course 


Flora  L.  Abell,  North  Bergen. 

Mary  Applln,  Dansvllle. 

Caroline  Armstrong,  Rochester. 

Rose  B.  Atherton,  Belfast. 

Mary  Baird,  Clyde. 

Pauline  T.  Barney,  Independence. 

Alice  C.  Beary,  Rye. 

John  C.  Benedict,  Ferguson's  Corners. 

Cora  E.  Bennett.  Allegany. 

Elizabeth  N.  Blodgett,  Seneca  Falls. 

Maud  Bralnard,  Belfast. 

Agnes  D.  Brown,  Fargo. 

Katherine  Brennan,  Union  Springs. 

May  E.  Bauer,  Batavia. 


Bessie  A.  Buckingham,  Wolcott. 
Elizabeth  Beardsley,  Union  Springs. 
Jessie  J.  Crellin,  Macedon  Center. 
Laura  C.  Caffyn,  Palmyra. 
Elizabeth  Clark.  Stone  Church. 
Helen  B.  Cleary,  Allen's  Hill. 
Ruth  M.  Clinch,  Vernon. 
Emogene  Corbin,  Friendship. 
Elizabeth  Curtiss,  Varysburg. 
Lillian  Chase,  Geneva. 
Anna  G.  Dunning.  Prattsburg. 
Arline  Dennison,  Geneseo. 
Emma  M.  Edgar.  Geneseo. 
James  H.  Erskine,  Savona. 
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Susan  li.  Featherstone,  Oak's  Corners. 

Ida  H.  Gash,  Bradford,  Pa. 

Emily  M.  Gifford,  Newark. 

Inez  Greene,  Churchyille. 

M.  Edna  Oaffney,  Rochester. 

Ida  B.  Hanna,  South  Avon. 

Jennie  J.  Huston,  Geneseo. 

Nellie  L.  Hamilton,  Campbell. 

Llllle  M.  Hannant,  Honeoye. 

Alida  M.  Hills,  Rochester. 

Sara  Huggins,  Lindley. 

Alice  L.  Hallock,  East  Bloomfleld. 

Maude  Hallock,  East  Bloomfleld. 

Rena  M.  Hunt.  Andover. 

Myra  B.  Ingraham,  Mapleton. 

Mary  R.  Jones,  Cheshire. 

Helen  B.  Jenks,  Perry. 

Sara  E.  Jones,  StittYille. 

Mary  E.  Jones,  StlttTille. 

Marguerite  M.  Lally,  Lyons. 

Katherine  M.  Mackin,  Lyons. 

Bertha  A.  Miller,  Geneseo. 

Edna  B.  Moore,  SaTona. 

Mary  L.  Murdock,  Geneseo. 

Edith  G.  Morey,  Geneseo. 

Anna  E.  Middaugh,  Scio. 

Anna  Murphy,  Lyons. 

Barbara  A.  MacLeod.  Caledonia. 

Catherine  Moriarty,  Clyde. 

Anna  E.  Mahany,  Lyons. 

Flora  A.  Nelson,  Hinsdale. 

Anna  M.  O'Connor,  Rochester. 

Louise  L. 


Rose  B.  Palmer,  Clermont,  Pa. 
Aisle  Partridge,  Canandaigua. 
Charles  C.  Patterson,  DansYille. 
Mabel  E.  Paul,  Plymouth. 
Angelina  M.  Prltchett,  Spencerport. 
Eliza  J.  Powell,  HornellsYllle. 
Margaret  E.  Qulgley,  Dansville. 
Sara  A.  Ryan,  Mt  Morris. 
George  W.  Rowley,  Hampshire. 
Carrie  A.  Richardson,  Cameron. 
Grace  E.  Richmond,  Geneseo. 
Lulu  C.  Sally,  Atou. 
Emma  F.  Susat,  Batavla. 
M.  Grace  Schneeberger,  Irondequolt. 
Elmer  J.  Seever,  Geneseo. 
Nellie  E.  Shay,  Hermitage. 
Lottie  M.  Smolsey,  Union  Springs. 
F.  Edna  Suttlee,  Falrport. 
Jessie  E.  Tallman,  BataTla. 
Nancy  M.  Thomas,  Pittsford. 
Anna  Taylor,  Barrlngton. 
Anja  Vickers,  Purdy  Creek. 
John  E.  Vincent,  Cape  Vincent. 
Mary  P.  Vary,  Lima. 
DeWitt  S.  Wallace,  South  Avon. 
Ruby  A.  Wedd,  Mortimer. 
Fanny  S.  West,  Geneseo. 
Mary  J.  Whitney,  Wlscoy. 
M.  Viola  Whitney,  GrelgSTllle. 
Genevieve  Withlngton,  Sprlngwater. 
Frances  A.  Whlttleton,  Medina. 
Loretto  Wilkiifbon,  Rochester. 
Yaeckel,  Rochester. 


AcADKMic  Graduates 
Preparatory    Collegiate  Course 


George  E.  Cullinan,  Geneseo. 
Wm.  H.  Griffith,  Jr.,  Avon. 
Wm.  McN.  Kittredge,  Geneseo. 


Chas.  A.  Lauderdale,  Geneseo. 
Thomas  W.  Morrlsey,  Caledonia. 
Tbedore  A.  Riley,  Geneseo. 


Raymond  J.  Rulifson,  Rochester. 


Local  Board 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  local  board  since  the  last 
report.  The  names  of  those  who  compose  the  local  board  are  as 
follows: 

Hon.  Solomon  Hubbard,  president;  William  A.  Brodie,  secre- 
tary; Charles  W.  Fielder,  treasurer;  Adoniram  J.  Abbott,  Hon. 
James  W.  Wadsworth,  Col.  John  Rorbach,  William  A.  Wads- 
worth,  Col.  John  R.  Strang,  Dr.  Walter  E.  Lauderdale. 
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Faculty 

Since  the  last  report  no  change  has  occurred  in  the  faculty.  The 
names  of  the  present  faculty  are  as  follows: 

John  M.  Milne,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Psychology  and  Didactics;  Hu- 
bert J.  Schmitz,  Ph.  D.,  Natural  Sciences;  Frank  E.  Welles,  A.  M., 
Ph.  B.,  Ancient  Languages;  Edward  D.  Graber,  M.  S.,  C.  E.,  Mathe- 
matics; Myra  P.  Burdick,  Rhetoric  and  Literature;  Julia  R. 
Bailey,  Methods;  Emeline  S.  Curtiss,  Grammar  and  History;  Mary 
E.  Burns,  Botany,  Geography  and  Composition;  Mabel  M.  Hay- 
ward,  Drawing  and  Painting;  Sarah  Parry,  Elocution;  Louise  M. 
Abbott,  French  and  German ;  Bertha  E.  Paine,  Pd.  B.,  Latin  and 
Algebra;  Grace  P.  Taintor,  A.  B.,  Latin  and  Rhetoric;  Phebe  B. 
Hall,  superintendent  of  intermediate  department;  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Bride,  critic  in  intermediate  department;  Ethel  A.  Haven,  critic 
in  intermediate  department;  Sara  A.  Goheen,  superintendent  of 
primary  department;  Elizabeth  V.  Rorbach,  critic  in  primary  de- 
partment; Orphe  O.  Milmine,  critic  in  primary  department;  Mary 
E.  Parks,  Vocal  Music;  Harriet  J.  Fraley,  Instrumental  Music. 

Buildings 

Since  the  last  report  was  submitted,  another  building  has  been 
erected  in  connection  with  this  school,  and  it  contains  the  follow- 
ing rooms,  viz. :  science  department,  study  hall,  recitation  rooms 
and  gymnasium. 

The  science  department  occupies  the  third  floor  and  is  as  com- 
plete a  department  as  is  needed  for  such  work.  The  study  hall, 
drawing  room  and  two  recitation  rooms  occupy  the  second  floor, 
and  the  ground  floor  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  gymnasium,  dress- 
ing rooms  and  bath  rooms.  The  building  is  115x80,  and  is  con- 
veniently connected  to  the  main  building  by  halls  which  are  ex- 
tensions of  the  halls  in  the  main  building.  The  building  was  very 
much  needed  in  order  that  the  work  expected  from  the  teachers 
might  be  properly  accomplished,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  school  will  be  materially  advanced  by  its  erection.  The 
heating  system  has  been  changed  to  a  hot  water  system,  and  all 
the  boilers  have  been  removed  from  the  school  buildings  and 
placed  in  a  separate  building  erected  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
evident  that  this  plan  insures  greater  safety  and  renders  damage 
by  explosions  and  fire  practically  impossible. 

Twenty-fifth  Anniversary 

The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  was  appropriately  observed  in 
Normal  Hall  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  and  the  programme  which 
appears  below  was  the  order  for  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 
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Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Oeneseo  Normal  School,  Tuesday 

June  30,  1896,  at  2  o'clock. 

PROGRAM 

The  Brownies  (Tobanl) Orchestra 

Prayer Rev.  Dr.  J.  B.  Kittrcdge 

Geneseo,  N.  Y. 

Address Dr.  William  J.  Milne 

President  of  State  Normal  College,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Solo  and  Semi-Chorus  (From  Gibby  LaCornemeuse) Miss  Parks 

Address. Col.  John  Rorbach 

Member  of  Board,  Geneseo,  N.  Y. 

Jacinta  (Moses) Orchestra 

Address Prof.  George  C.  Shutts 

Class  of  '79,  Whitewater,  Wis. 

Solo—(a)  "  Thou  Brilliant  Bird  " David 

(6)  "  Slumber  Song  " Heine 

Miss  Stone. 

Address Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler 

Dean  of  School  of  Philosophy,  Columbia  (College,  New  York. 

National  Fenclbles  (Sousa) Orchestra. 

Detailed  Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for 

THE  Year  Ending  July,  31,  1896. 

Receipts 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  August  1, 1895 fl43  91 

Amount  received  from  the  State  during  the  year 
commencing  August  1,  1895,  and  ending  July  31, 
1896,  from  appropriation  for  maintenance 25,128  44 

Amount  received  from  State  from  special  appropria- 
tion for  same  time 68,873  89 

Amount  received  for  tuition  in  the  several  depart- 
ments   1,587  80 

195,734  04 

Payments 

Amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries f  17,800  00 

Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  janitors 1,219  99 

Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 1,655  70 

Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus . .  964  20 

Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  improvements 69,303  73 

Amount  paid  for  incidentals 4,658  71 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  July  31,  1896 131  71 

f95,734  04 


236  Department  of  Public  Instkuction 

Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  year  beginning,  August  1,  1897: 

Salaries f 21,900  00 

Library  and  apparatus 1,000  00 

Repairs 650  00 

Text-books  and  furniture 750  00 

Insurance,  fuel,  lights,  etc 3,100  00 

Incidentals 3,000  00 

f:^0,400  00 
Less  estimated  tuition  receipts 1,200  00 


129,200  00 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

County  of  Livingston 

William  A.  Brodie,  secretary,  being  duly  sworn,  says  for  him- 
self, that  he  has  examined  the  foregong  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  and  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  correct. 

WM.  A.  BRODIE, 

Secretary. 
Swrom  to  before  me,  this  8tli  day  ) 
of  September,  1896  ) 

Thos.  T.  Olmsted, 

Notary  Public, 
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NEW   PALTZ 


Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Board  op  the  State 
Normal  and  Training  School  at  New  Paltz 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 

Sir. —  The  local  board  of  the  State  Normal  and  Training  School 
at  New  Paltz,  Ulster  county,  hereby  submits  its  eleventh  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending,  July  tSl,  1896: 

Local  Board 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  local  board.  It  is  composed  of 
the  following  gentlemen: 

Hon.  Albert  K.  Smiley,  president,  Mohonk  Lake;  Solomon  Deyo, 
secretary.  New  Paltz;  Dr.  Charles  W.  Deyo,  treasurer,  Kingston; 
Hon.  Jacob  LeFever,  New  Paltz;  Hon.  George  H.  Sharpe,  Kings- 
ton; Hon.  Alton  B.  Parker,  Kingston;  Josiah  J.  Has  Brouck,  New 
Paltz;  Hon.  Jacob  D.  Wurtz,  Kingston;  Lambert  Jenkins,  Forest 
Glen. 

On  Monday,  August  31,  since  the  above  was  written.  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Deyo  died.  He  had  been  treasurer  of  the  local  board  since  the 
organization  of  the  school,  and  was  an  efficient  officer  and  mem- 
ber. Every  interest  of  the  school  lay  very  near  to  his  heart,  and 
he  was  honored  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  New  Paltz  Normal  School,  held 
on  the  5th  of  September,  1896,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  there  is  a  vacancy  in  this  local 
board,  death  having  at  short  warning  removed  one  of  our  number  who  for 
30  years  had  been  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  this  county  and 
ever  since  its  organization  the  treasurer  of  this  local  board;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  the  afl9icted  family  of  our  late  associate, 
Dr.  Charles  W.  Deyo,  our  sincere  sympathy  in  the  sudden  bereavement  of 
a  kind  husband  and  father. 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  to  the  students  of  the  New  Paltz  Normal 
School  the  example  of  the  deceased  as  that  of  a  self-made  man  who,  with- 
out the  early  favor  of  fortune  or  influential  friends,  had  made  his  way  to 
the  front  by  indomitable  perseverance  and  hard  worlc  and  discharged  with 
fidelity  every  public  and  private  trust  committed  to  his  charge. 
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Resolved,  That  while  we  shall  miss  his  kindly  greetings  at  our  meetings 
and  his  unfailing  courtesy  of  manner,  we  shall  hold  in  l^indest  memory  his 
efforts  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  New  Paltz  Normal  School,  and  we 
who  are  left  will  continue  to  hope  and  strive  for  the  building  up  of  the 
school. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  our  secretary 
to  the  family  of  our  late  associate. 

The  successor  of  Dr*  Charles  W.  Deyo,  as  a  member  of  the  board, 
has  not  been  appointed.  J.  J.  Has  Brouck,  of  New  Paltz,  has  been 
elected  treasurer. 

Faculty 

Walter  S.  Lattimer,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  died  Au- 
gust 23d.    The  following  memorial  was  adopted  by  the  faculty. 

The  faculty  of  the  New  Paltz  Normal  School,  of  which  the  late  Walter  S. 
Lattimer  was  a  beloved  and  honored  member,  desire  to  express  to  his  family 
their  sympathy  in  this  bereavement,  and  to  testify  to  their  high  apprecia- 
tion of  a  man  by  whose  loss  the  world  has  grown  poorer. 

Realizing  that  the  tenderest  sympathy  is  unavailing  to  soften  the  sorrow 
of  those  who  were  privileged  to  know  him  in  the  intimacy  of  home  life,  we 
nevertheless  hope  that  they  may  yet  find  comfort  in  the  thought  that  he, 
who  was  so  dear  to  them,  was  beloved  by  all  who  l^new  him,  and  honored 
as  a  noble  Christian  man. 

From  this  short  life  has  radiated  an  influence  which  can  not  be  over- 
estimated. In  the  two  years  during  which  Professor  Lattimer  was  asso- 
ciated with  this  school,  he  revealed  himself  most  unmistal^ably  as  a  man 
of  absolute  fidelity  and  integrity,  of  the  highest  intellectual  and  spiritual 
ideals,  and  of  such  wholesome  and  cheerful  standards  of  daily  living  as  to 
brighten  and  purify  whatever  sphere  of  life  he  filled.  Both  as  teachers  and 
friends  we  feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss. 

We  join  with  all  his  friends  in  grateful  appreciation  of  a  man  who  was 
prepared  either  to  live  or  to  die;  and  to  his  immediate  family  we  tender  our 
deepest  sympathy,  commending  them  for  consolation  to  the  God  In  whom 
he  had  so  large  a  trust  and  to  whose  service  he  had  made  consecration  of  all 
his  talents. 

The  following  nomination  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Professor  Lattimer  was  made  and  approved :  Benjamin 
F.  Sharpe,  A.  M. 

The  schedule  which  follows  contains  the  names  of  the  present 
instructors,  and  the  departments  to  which  they  have  been 
assigned : 

Frank  S.  Capen,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  principal,  Psychology  and  Didac- 
tics; Henry  L.  GriflOis,  A.   M.,  Natural   Sciences;    Benjamin  F. 
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Sharpe,  A.  M.,  Mathematics;  Villa  F.  Page,  Methods,  Elocution 
and  superintendent  of  schools  of  practice;  Elmer  James  Bailey, 
Ph.  B.,  English  Language  and  Literature;  K.  A.  Gage,  A.  M., 
Ancient  Languages;  Mary  E.  Babbitt,  Ph.  B.,  Pd.  B.,  Modem  Lan- 
guages and  History;  Anna  M.  Morgan,  Drawing  and  Physical 
Culture;  Jeanette  E.  Graham,  Pd.  B.,  Euiglish  and  Latin;  Mary  E. 
Harris,  Methods  and  principal  of  intermediate  department;  Franc 
M.  Witter,  Methods  and  principal  of  primary  department;  Anna 
M.  Reed,  Vocal  Music  and  Criticism;  Charlotte  E.  Reeve,  critic 
in  intermediate  department;  Ella  A.  Fallon,  critic  in  primary 
department;  Augusta  Neinstedt,  Instrumental  Music. 

Attendance 

The  whole  number  of  students  enrolled  in  the  various  depart- 
ments during  the  school  year  ending,  July  31, 1896,  was  as  follows : 

Normal 339 

Academic 28 

Intermediate 147 

Primary 99 


Total 613 


Average  number  of  students  in  attendance  for  each  department 
during  said  year: 

Normal 269 

Academic 23 

Intermediate 112 

Primary 68 

Total 474 


Average  age  of  pupils  in  normal  department  at  the  time  of 
entering: 

Male 19.7 

Female 19.7 
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Comparative  Table   Since  the  School  was  Organized  in  1886 
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47 

614  14 

189&-1896... 

339 

270 

28 

23 

246 

182 

613 

474 

59 

664  19 

Graduates 

Number  of  graduates  during  1895-1896: 
Normal  department 


59 


The  whole  number  of  persons  who  have  received  normal  diplo- 
mas from  the  school  is  as  follows: 

Males 57 

Females 288 

Total 345 


Graduates  of  1896 
Classical  Course 


Hope  Llpplncott  Haines,  Ulster  county. 
Alfred  Adelbert  Jones,  Queens  county. 
Adela  Fredericks  Mardorf,  Rockland  Co. 
Ida  Rosalie  Palen,  Ulster  county. 


Carolyn  Sarah  Reed,  Westchester  county. 
Mary  ETelyn  Slnsabaugh,  Orange  county. 
Mabel  Frances  Starck,  Queens  county. 
Agnes  Elizabeth  Walsh,  Ulster  county. 


Eugene  McKee  Weeks,  Queens  county. 

Scientific  Course 

Jennie  Abrams,  Ulster  county. 

Advanced  Enylish   Course 


Jane  Elisabeth  Adee,  Ulster  county. 
Anna  Stanton  Agnew,  Ulster  county. 
Mary  Powell  Allen,  Queens  county. 
Kate  Maltby  Ayers,  Ulster  county. 
Bdwin  Washington  Baker,  Putnam  county. 


Helen  Irene  Brlggs,  Greene  county. 
Ellen  Anastasla  Burns,  Dutchess  county. 
Alice  Massey  Buckley,  Dutchess  county. 
Eugene  Prlester  Budd,  Dutchess  county. 
Clara  Miller  Davis,  Suffolk  county. 
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Cluurlotte  DuBois,  Ulster  county.  Harriet  Parsell,  Ulster  county. 

Bertha  Inex  Hawkins,  Suffolk  county.  Ella  Louise  Parks,  Queens  county. 

Martha  Biting  Halstead,  Ulster  county.  .  Mary  Agnes  Reilly,  Orange  county. 

Mabel  Augusta  Hale,  Ulster  county.  Elsie  Reyille,  Orange  county. 

Emelia  Rose  Heitllnger,  Rockland  county.  Grace  Willis  Reynolds,  Ulster  county. 

William  Claude  Heaton,  Ulster  courty.  Ida  May  Rumph,  Orange  county. 

Evelyn  Margaret  Hover,  Columbia  county.  Catherine  Saulpaugh,  Ulster  county. 

Winfred  Inglis,  Rockland  county.  Sophia  Stevens,  Suffolk  county. 

Oeorgla  Jenkins,  Ulster  county.  Laura  A.  Swift,  Orange  county. 

Anna  Agnes  Lucy,  Ulster  county.  Anna  Hasbrouck  Tamney,  Ulster  county. 

Maude  Luckey,  Orange  county.  Frances  Elmlra  Tryon,  Orange  county. 

Anna  S.  Miller,  Columbia  county.  Grace  Westfall,  Sullivan  county. 

Orace  Darling  Mosher,  Ulster  coimty.  Harrison  Sheldon  Williams,  Dutchess  Co. 

Martin  Cornelius  Nilon,  Ulster  county.  Frank  Thomas  Willigan,  Ulster  county. 

Mary  Caroline  Patterson,  Orange  county.  Anthoretta  Conklin  Wygant,  Ulster  Co. 

Elementa/ry  Engluh  Course 

Jean  Ruth  Benjamin,  Greene  coimty.  Palmer  Jay  Jones,  Otsego  county. 

Gertrude  Rebecca  Gardner,  Green  Co.  Anna  Carpenter  New,  Columbia  county. 

Maella  S.  Hasbrouck,  Ulster  county.  Clara  Lucy  Patterson,  Oneida  county. 

Jessica  Comstock  Greene,  Orange  coimty.         Kathryn  May  Tucker,  Tioga  county. 

Winifred  Arabella  Wood,  Jefferson  county. 

The  graduates  mentioned  above  represent  fifteen  counties  of  the 
State,  namely,  Columbia,  Dutchess,  Greene,  Jefferson,  Oneida, 
Orange,  Otsego,  Putnam,  Queens,  Rockland,  Suffolk,  Sullivan, 
Tioga,  Ulster,  Westchester. 

Detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  State 
Normal  and  Training  School  at  New  Paltz,  for  the  year  ending 
July  31,  1896. 

Receipts 

In  hands  of  local  board,  July  31,  1895 ?35  59 

Received  for  maintenance 19,000  00 

Received  for  tuition 1,043  95 

Received  from  supervisor 618  44 

Received  from  State  for  Indian  pupils 200  00 

Received  from  all  other  sources 216  89 

Total ?21,114  87 

Payments 

Paid  for  teachers'  salaries J14,900  00 

Paid  for  janitor 800  00 

Paid  for  mileage  of  normal  pupils 330  05 

Paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus 622  36 

Paid  for  all  other  expenses 4,376  30 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board 86  16 

Total ?21,114  87 

16  • 
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Estimate  of  the  necessary  expenses  for  salaries  and  for  mainte- 
nance for  the  year  commencing  August  1, 1897. 

For  salaries  of  teachers ?16,600  00 

For  salary  of  engineer  and  janitor 800  00 

For  books,  apparatus  and  periodicals 700  00 

For  repairs  and  improvements 500  00 

For  furniture  and  repairing  same 500  00 

For  fuel,  lights  and  water  rent 1,200  00 

For  other  expenses 4,635  00 

Total ?24,935  00 

Less  estimated  amount  of  tuition , 900  00 


^24,035  OO 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  )  ^ 
County  op  Ulster,         ) 

Albert  K.  Smiley,  president  of  the  local  board,  and  Solomon 
Deyo,  secretary,  being  duly  affirmed,  say,  and  each  for  himself 
says,  that  he  has  examined  the  foregoing  exhibits  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  and  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  correct. 

ALBERT  K.  SMILEY, 
*  President. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  21st    ) 
day  of  September,  1896.         ( 

Sanford  a.  Cross, 

Notary  PuUic. 

SOLOMON  DEYO, 

Secretary 
Affirmed  before  me,  this  15th  ) 
day  of  September,  1896.  f 

John  Schmid, 

Notary  Pul>U€. 
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ONEONTA 


Annual  Bbport  op  tj^  Lqgal  Board  op  the  State  Normal  and 

Training  School  at  Onbonta 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  Superintendent  of  PuhUc  Instruction: 

Sir. — The  local  board  of  the  State  Normal  and  Training  School 
at  Oneonta,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  respect- 
fully transmits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 
1896: 

Local  Board 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  local  board  since  the  last  annual 
report.  The  members  of  the  board  as  at  present  organized  are 
as  follows:  William  H.  Morris,  president,  Oneonta;  Hon.  Hart- 
ford D.  Nelson,  secretary,  Oneonta;  David  Whipple,  treasurer, 
Oneonta;  Hon.  Walter  L.  Brown,  Oneonta;  Hon.  James  Stewart, 
Oneonta;  George  I.  Wilber,  Oneonta;  Eugene  Baymond,  Oneonta; 
Willard  E.  Yager,  Oneonta;  Beuben  Beynolds,  Oneonta;  George 
Kirkland,  Oneonta;  Frederick  A.  Mead,  Albany;  Hon.  Hobart 
Krum,  Schoharie. 

Faculty 

Subsequent  to  the  end  of  the  last  school  year  and  before  the 
opening  of  the  current  school  year,  Percy  I.  Bugbee  and  Wilbur 
H.  Lynch  presented  their  resignations.  The  former  resigned  to 
take  a  position  on  the  institute  faculty  of  the  State  and  the  latter 
to  enter  Harvard  University  for  more  advanced  work.  Professor 
Bugbee  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  normal  faculty 
He  was  a  teacher  of  marked  earnestness  and  efficiency.  His  per 
sonality  will  prove  a  rich  legacy  to  the  school.  Professor  Lynch 
principal  of  the  intermediate  department  and  instructor  in  gym 
nasties,  was  one  of  the  graduates  of  the  second  class  of  this  school 
The  local  board  passed  resolutions  complimentary  both  to  their 
work  and  worth. 

Arthur  M.  Curtis,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  was  chosen 
in  place  of  Percy  I.  Bugbee.  Professor  Curtis  had  earned  a  wide- 
reaching  reputation  as  principal  of  the  schools  at  Liberty  and 
Mount  Morris,  and  had  proved  his  excellence  as  teacher  of  mathe- 
matics. Charles  A.  Schumaker,  a  graduate  and  post-graduate  of 
Yale  University,  was  appointed  in  place  of  Wilbur  H.  Lynch,  as 
principal  of  the  intermediate  department  and  instructor  in  physi- 
cal culture.  During  the  school  year  Miss  Alice  Gray  Bothwell 
resigned,  and  has  become  Mrs.  Henry  Kohlmetz.    At  the  end  of 
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the  school  year  Miss  Winifred  Parsons  resigned  to  become  Mrs. 
Edward  E.  Ford,  of  Oneonta;  and  Miss  Grace  Bell  Latimer  to 
become  Mrs.  Frank  Merrick,  of  West  Roxburj,  Mass.  In  place 
of  Miss  Bothwell,  Dr.  Schumaker  was  transferred  to  the  chair  of 
English.  Charles  J.  Staples,  of  Amherst,  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
place  made  vacant  by  this  transference.  Miss  Wincha  Gollom, 
of  the  Emerson  School,  of  Boston,  was  elected  to  sacceed  Miss 
Parsons;  and  Miss  Frances  Tappan,  of  Cornell,  to  succeed  Miss 
Latimer.  Miss  Gertrude  Coddington,  of  Wellesley,  was  elected 
assistant  in  mathematics  and  languages. 

Attendance 

The  whole  number  of  students  enrolled  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  school  during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1896,  was 
as  follows : 

Normal  department 676 

Academic  department 39 

Training  department : 

Intermediate  department 153 

Primary  department. 122 


Total 890 

The  average  attendance  for  each  of  the  departments  for  said 
year  was  as  follows: 

Normal  students 450 

Academic  students 23 

Training  department : 

Intermediate  pupils 132 

Primary  pupils 79 

Total 686 


Graduates 
The  graduates  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Classical  Course 

Caroline  Aurora  Annable,  Syracuse.  James  Franklin  Carragan.  Spencertown. 

Byron  Warren  Baker,  Oneonta.  William  Thomas  Chapman,  Palmyra. 

Margaret  Edith  Barnes,  Sauquolt.  Edna  Emilia  Clark,  Onondaga  Valley. 

Lynn  Staley  Beals,  Oneonta.  Henry  Howell  Davies,  Holand  Patent 

Mary  Berrigan,  Onondaga  Castle.  Sarah  Teresa  Driscoll.  Whitney's  Point. 

Nina  May  Bogart,  Binghamton.  Helen  Frances  Edmonds,  South  Edmeston. 

James  Brisbane,  Arena.  Adaline  Eldredge,  Sharon  Springs. 

Caroline  Delia  Burr,  Babylon.  Florence  Everett,  Worcester. 

George  Major  Burr,  Oneonta.  Philena  Belle  Fletcher,  Bainbrldge. 
LeMoine  Hamlin  Candee,  Holland  Patent.         Cora  Belle  Gould,  Hancock. 
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Lee  Franklin  Hanmer,  Reading  Centre. 
Albert  Samuel  Haynes,  HarpersviUe. 
Lula  Henry,  Central  Bridge. 
Hubert  Winfield  Heae,  Maaonyille. 
Hannah  Margaret  Hunt,  Bronxdale. 
Evelyn  Myrtle  Jacoz,  Binghamton. 
Bertha  Eliza  Johnson,  Fergusonyllle. 
Harriet  A.  Johnson,  FergusonTille. 
Teresa  Anna  Kelley,  Clinton. 
Harriet  Crandall  Knlskern,  Sanford. 
Grace  Lou  Leonard,  Palmyra. 
Henry  Dewhurst  McLaury,  Oneonta. 
Katharine  Pauline  Morrison,  Bath. 
Louis  S.  Odell,  Moravia. 
Florence  May  Potter,  Hartwick. 

Scientific 

Maud  Blanchard,  Oneonta. 
Mabel le  Mina  Boy n ton,  Oneonta. 
Harriet  Esther  Buckley,  Unadllla. 

Marion  Yager. 


Sidney  Emerson  Potter,  Hartwick. 
Grace  Maiid  Redmond,  Camillus. 
Grace  LuVerne  Rugg,  Oxford. 
Martha  Belle  Scott,  Hobart. 
Helen  Sherlock,  Deposit. 
Charles  Silas  Sincerbeaux,  Moravia. 
Nora  May  Telford,  Hobart. 
Theodore  Tltsworth,  Groveland. 
Harriet  Underwood,  Johnstown. 
Frederick  Raymond  Whitman,  Isllp. 
Helen  Marguerlta  Wilcox,  Oneonta. 
Myra  Goodrich  Wilcox,  New  York. 
Mary  Augusta  Williams,  Port  Leyden. 
George  Wohlleben,  Oneonta. 
Eva  Wright,  Oneonta. 

Course 

Mary  Elizabeth  Kelley,  Westchester. 
Arthur  Sylvester  Reed,  Garrattsville. 
Grace  Taylor,  Oneonta. 
Oneonta. 


English    Course 


Hannah  Anderson,  Calllcoon  Depot. 
Gertrude  Arthur,  East  Steuben. 
Jane  Anne  Baker,  Arena. 
Emma  Elizabeth  Beardslee,  Bronxdale. 
Elizabeth  Benham,  Newark  Valley. 
Netta  May  Burton,  North  Harpersfield. 
Mary  Euphcmia  Clark,  Portlandville. 
Estelle  Maud  Collison,  Corona. 
Blanche  Cornell,  Mount  Vernon. 
Charles  Henry  Davis,  Afton. 
Mary  Deyo,  Worcester. 
Elizabeth  Marie  Fisher,  Tuckahoe. 
Anne  Thekla  Fitzgerald,  Glenmore. 
Grace  Vail  Gibney,  Pawling. 
Margaret  Agnes  Gubbins,  Glenmore. 
Elizabeth  Chase  Hawkins,  Brook  Haven. 
Cora  Jeannette  Herron.  Stamford. 
Margaret  Enid  Hoye,  Downsvllle. 
Gertrude  Jones,  Utlca. 
Sara  Elizabeth  Jones,  Palmyra. 
Emelene  Kessler,  Woodside. 
Emily  Lengfeld,  Broadalbln. 


Susanna  Hopkins  MacFarland,  Salem. 

Mary  Augusta  McLean,  Oneonta. 

Grace  Lucile  Mallery,  Oneonta. 

Stella  Maure,  Richmond  Hill. 

Grace  Elizabeth  Patterson,  Mount  Vernon. 

Lena  Mae  Pope,  Centre  Lisle. 

Alice  Marie  Randall,  Isllp. 

Nella  Amoret  Reed,  Garrattsville. 

Clara  Louise  Rowe,  Camillus. 

Minna  Loretta  Sawyer,  Spencertown. 

Elizabeth  Stancllft,  Spencer. 

Sara  Stevenson,  Salem. 

Elizabeth  Meniam  Sutherland,  Ghent. 

Anna  M.  Taylor,  Blaine. 

Eunice  Mills  Taylor,  Oneonta. 

Grace  Torrey,  Batchellerville. 

Ella  Van  Deusen,  Worcester. 

Anna  May  Van  Schalck,  Sharon  Springs. 

Minna  Callsta  Walker,  Owego. 

Caroline  Abigail  Westcott,  Fair  Haven. 

Wood,  Alta  Burr,  Gloversvllle. 

Helen  Young,  South  Otselic. 


Academic  Graduates 
Classical  Course 

Mary  Stuart  Townsend,  Oneonta.  Florence  May  Ford.  Oneonta. 

English    Course 

Malcolm  Edward  Baxter,  Oneonta. 

Detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  State 
Normal  and  Training  School  at  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  for  the  year  end- 
ing July  31, 1896. 
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Receipts 

Amoant  in  bands  of  local  board,  August  1, 1895 ^2,104  96 

Amount  received  from  appropriation  for  mainte- 
nance   22,000  00 

Amount  received  from  special  appropriations 37,977  25 

Amount  received  from  tuition  in  all  departments. . .  1,778  00 

Total. f  63,860  21 

Papnents 

Amount  paid  for  teacbers'  salaries J17,080  00 

Amount  paid  for  salary  of  engineer 800  00 

Amount  paid  for  salary  of  janitor 600  00 

Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 2,281  44 

Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus,  12,517  61 

Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  improvements 25,457  30 

Amount  paid  for  incidentals 4,375  08 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  July  31,  1896 748  78 

Total f  63,860  21 

Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  year  beginning  August  1, 1897: 

Salaries $21,600  00 

Library  and  apparatus 1,650  00 

Repairs  and  improvements 750  00 

Furniture  and  text-books 650  00 

Insurance,  fuel,  light,  etc 2,750  00 

Incidentals 1,300  00 

?28,700  00 
Less  estimated  tuition  receipts 1,800  00 

f26,900  00 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  ) 
County  op  Otsego,        f  ^^' ' 

William  H.  Morris,  president  of  the  local  board,  and  Hartford 
D.  Nelson,  secretary,  being  duly  sworn,  say,  and  each  for  himself 
fiays^  that  he  has  examined  the  foregoing  statement  of  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  correct. 

WILLIAM  H.  MORRIS, 

President 
HARTFORD  D.  NELSON, 

Secretary. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  this  9th  \ 
day  of  November,  1896.       \ 

Fred  L.  Larrabee, 

Notary  Public. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training 
School  for  the  Year  Ending  September  30,  1896 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Skinner,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 

Sir. — The  local  board  of  the  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Train- 
ing School  herewith  submit  to  you  their  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  July  31, 1896 : 

Local  Board 

Since  the  last  report  the  board  has  met  with  a  serious  loss  in  the 
death  of  Hon.  Abner  O.  Mattoon. 

Mr.  Mattoon  had  been  an  active,  influential  member  from  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  Normal  School  to  the  time  of  his 
4eath,  November  20, 1895.  He  always  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
prosperity  and  su<;cess  of  the  school,  was  rarely  absent  from  the 
meetings  of  the  board,  and  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
library  and  apparatus,  one  of  the  most  important  committees  of 
the  board,  he  rendered  much  valuable  service  to  the  school.  At 
A  special  meeting  of  the  board  called  for  the  purpose  on  the  day 
after  his  death  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  local  board  of  the  Oswego 
State  Normal  School  have  heard  with  sorrow  of  the  death  of  the 
Honorable  A.  C.  Mattoon,  who,  after  protracted  illness,  yesterday 
departed  this  life,  leaving  a  record  which  well  deserves  to  be  re- 
-called  by  his  late  associates. 

For  nearly  half  a  century  he  had  been  a  resident  of  this  city, 
and  during  all  that  time  to  his  last  illness,  he  had  been  active  and 
influential  in  all  movements  for  the  development  of  its  varied 
interests.  Naturally  self-reliant  and  energetic,  resourceful, 
prompt  in  decision,  and  tenacious  of  purpose,  these  qualities  which 
marked  the  prosecution  of  his  private  affairs,  were  at  the  service 
of  the  public,  when  called,  as  he  frequently  was,  to  positions  of 
public  trust. 

The  part  which  he  enacted  in  the  affairs  of  the  city,  and  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  is  best  shofwn 
by  recalling  some  of  the  more  important  of  the  places  he  filled. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  from  1852  to  1854, 
and  of  the  board  of  education  from  1853  to  1868.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  war  committee  of  the  eountv  from  1862  to  the  close  of 
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the  war  and  in  that  position  rendered  constant  and  important 
service.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1863  and  1864  and 
of  the  State  Senate  in  1868  and  1869.  He  became  a  member  of 
this  board  at  its  organization  in  1867  and  continued  such  until  his 
death.  His  opportunities  for  education  in  youth  were  very 
limited,  but  the  defects  arising  therefrom  were  overcome  by  read- 
ing and  study.  His  sense  of  the  importance  of  education  to  the 
young,  quickened  by  his  own  experience,  made  him  through  hi& 
whole  life  in  our  city  an  earnest  friend  of  every  movement  to  im- 
prove our  public  schools.  Before  the  organization  of  our  board 
of  education  he  was  active  in  the  effort  to  improve  the  school 
system  of  the  city,  and  as  a  member  of  one  or  other  of  the  great 
school  boards  of  the  city,  from  1853  to  his  death,  he  was  indefati- 
gable in  his  labors  to  that  end. 

To  his  memory,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  man,  and  as  a  friend  we  extend 
our  tribute,  and  to  his  family  our  sympathy  in  their  great  loss. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased,  and  also  furnished  to  our  daily  papers^  and  that 
the  same  be  entered  at  length  upon  the  records  of  the  board. 

Mr.  George  T.  Clark  was  subsequently  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Mattoon. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  members  of  the  board  as  at 
present  organized: 

Gilbert  Mollison,  president;  Jolm  Dowdle,  secretary;  Theodore 
Irwin,  treasurer;  Frederick  O.  Clark,  Alanson  S.  Page,  John  C. 
Churchill,  S.  Mortimer  Coon,  Lawrence  Clancy,  Edwin  Allen, 
George  B.  Sloan,  John  A.  Place,  Washington  T.  Henderson,  George 
T.  Clark. 

Faculty 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  faculty  as  at  present 
organized: 

Edward  A.  Sheldon,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Hamilton  College,  Oswego 
State  Normal  and  Training  School,  Didactics. 

Isaac  B.  Poucher,  A.  M.,  Hamilton  College,  Albany  State  Nor- 
mal School.  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geotnetry  and  Trigonometry. 

Charles  S.  Sheldon,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Botany,  Zoology  and  Chemistry. 

Charles  B.  Scott,  A.  M.,  Rutger's  College,  Geology  and  Mineral- 
ogy, Physical  Geography,  Astronomy  and  Methods  in  Nature 
Eftudy,  and  supenision  of  same  in  the  school  of  practice.      ^ 

Richard  K.  Piez.  Baltimore  Manual  and  Training  School,  Draw- 
ing and  Manual  Training,  and  Physics. 

Amo»8  W.  Famham,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Method  of  Teaching  Geography  and  Arithmetic  and  Superintend- 
ent of  School  of  Practice. 
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Mary  E.  Laing,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Philosophy  and  History  of  Education,  Ethical  Culture,  Methods 
of  Teaching  English  Grammar  and  Reading. 

Caroline  L.  G.  Scales,  Wellesley  College,  History,  Literature, 
Rhetoric  and  Composition,  and  Methods  of  Teaching  United  States 
History. 

Lydia  E.  Phoenix,  M.  A.,  M.  O.,  State  Normal  School,  Miansfield, 
Pa.;  Oberlin  College,  Emerson  College  of  Oratory,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Reading,  Physical  Culture,  Vocal  Music,  and  Physiology  and 
Hygiene. 

Mary  H.  McElroy,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
.  Principal  of  Senior  School  of  Practice,  Critic  in  School  of  Prac- 
tice, and  Assistant  in  Composition  and  Rhetoric. 

Elizabeth  Salmon,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Principal  of  Junior  School  of  Practice,  Assistant  Teacher  of  Draw- 
ing and  Critic  in  School  of  Practice. 

Annie  L.  Harwood,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Oberlin  College,  English  Grammar,  Assistant  in  Literature  and 
History,  and  Critic  in  Literature  and  History  in  School  of  Practi.ee. 

Amanda  P.  Funnelle,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training 
School,  Principal  of  Kindergarten  Department,  and  teacher  of 
Kindergarten  methods. 

Josephine  C.  Bunker,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training 
School,  assistant  in  Kindergarten  Department. 

Anna  J.  Flynn,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Principal  of  Primary  Department  of  School  of  Practice,  and  Critic 
in  Music  and  Physical  Culture  in  School  of  Practice. 

Mary  L.  O'Geran,  Oswego  State  Normal  and  Training  School, 
Greneral  Assistant  in  School  of  Practice,  Teacher  of  Penmanship 
in  the  Normal  Department,  and  Critic  of  the  same  subject  in  the 
School  of  Practice. 

Edward  D.  Griswold,  assistant  to  Mr.  Piez  in  the  Department 
•of  Manual  Training. 

M.  Estelle  Horton,  assistant  in  office. 


• 


Graduates 

Number  of  graduates  from  the  normal  department  the 
past  year 71 

Total  number  of  graduates  since  the  organization  of  the 
schood 1,902 

Number  of  graduates  from  the  kindergarten  department 
during  the  year 18 

"Total  number  since  the  organization  of  the  school 128 
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List  op  Graduates  for  the  Term  Ending  February  4,  1898 


Ina  B.  Blodgett. 
Clara  J.  Churton. 
Florence  M.  DooUttle. 
Margaret  A.  Duguld. 
Nettle  A.  French. 
Brldgett  A.  Gibbons. 
DeEtte  Howard. 
Bruce  E.  Ingersoll. 
Hannah  Jepklns. 
Alice  I.  Keeney. 
Maud  M.  Keeney. 
Daniel  B.  Lane. 


English  Course 


Frances  M.  Lewis. 
Catherine  E.  Lyon. 
Nellie  R.  MacDonald. 
Cornelia  Maynard. 
Elizabeth  Merrltt. 
Lulu  J.  Quinn. 
Gertrude  E.  Schriver. 
Warden  Snyder. 
Henrietta  Stilman. 
Nellie  M.  Studwell. 
M.  Winifred  Turner. 
Vanelia  Ufford, 
Harriet  C.  WhiUker. 


Hattie  E.  Schulz. 


Classical  Course 


Herbert* J.  Smith. 
Grace  B.  Wlllams. 


Mary  A.  Allen. 
Stella 'H.  Barnes. 
Helen  A.  Blackwood. 
Edna  M.  Field. 
Jean  E.  Galbralth. 
Martha  L.  Gaylord. 


Ivmderffarten  C<nirse 

Betsey  C.  Kellogg. 
Jeannette  B.  Root. 
Belle  Spraggon. 
Caroline  W.  Thrall. 
Bertha  L.  Young. 
Cora  L.  Young. 
Grace  I.  Quennard. 


List  of  Graduates  fob  Term  Ending  June  29,  189& 

English  Course 


Rose  E.  Bachelor. 
M.  Angelica  Baker. 
Charles  S.  Banks. 
Lena  M.  Bass. 
Louise  T.  E.  Beekman. 
Bloise  A.  Bell. 
Edna  T.  Cook. 
Mary  Gertrude  Crahan. 
Annie  R.  Cushion. 
Florence  E.  Davis. 
Ada  Dickerson. 
Alice  H.  Dickinson. 
Helen  L.  Douglas. 
Marian  F.  Downes. 
Eunice  C.  Flanders, 
lima  E.  Fox. 
Minnie  A.  French. 
Violet  C.  Goble. 


Minnie  A.  Goodell. 
M.  Nellie  Healy. 
Florence  M.  Hicks. 
Catherine  M.  Holland. 
Jennie  Jackson. 
Sarah  ^.  Kellogg. 
Teresa  A.  Kelly. 
Emily  R.  Kiblin. 
Sara  M.  Loyejoy. 
Harriet  E.  McKay. 
Katharine  A.  Norris. 
Anna  C.  Palmer. 
Fannie  I.  Pierce. 
Elizabeth  C.  Powell. 
Adeline  D.  Preston. 
Eva  M.  Scbcrmerhorn. 
Louisa  Tallobief. 
Jennie  C.  Van  Norstrand. 
M.  Gertrude  Yeckley. 
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Classical  Course 


Cora  B.  Drew.  Carrie  B.  Tambling. 

Anne  A.  Stanley.  Edith  May  Tufta. 


Kindergarten  Course 

Elsie  Horton.  Katherlne  A.  Slater. 

Helen  M.  Knowlea.  Edyth  J.  Turner. 

Lucy  A.  Williama. 

Attendance 

Total  number  of  pupils  registered  during  the  past  year  in 

the  normal  department 385 

Average  attendance 306 

Average  number  of  pupils   registered  in  the  school    of 
practice 461 

Financial  Statement 

Receipts 

Amount  received  from  State  (general) ^24^84  00 

Amount  received  from  State  (special) 5,272  83 

Amount  received  from  tuition 2,536  00 

Amount  received  from  Regents  of  University  (library),  200  00 

Amount  received  for  education  of  Indian  girl 60  00 

Total 132,252  83 

Disbursements 

Salaries ?17,325  OO 

Janitor 584  00 

Mileage 1,074  78 

Repairs  and  improvements 898  01 

Library 1,386  21 

Apparatus ^ 574  24 

Miscellaneous  expenses.  .* 5,137  76 

Special  appropriation 5,272  83 

Total ?32,252  8a 


An  estimate  of  the  necessary  running  expenses  for  year  begin- 
ning August  1,  1897: 

For  payment  of  teachers  based  on  present  appoint- 
ment       ?18,435  00 

For  payment  of  assistant  in  office 400  00 
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For  payment  of  janitor J584  00 

For  payment  of  assistant  janitress 200  00 

For  repairs  and  improvements 1^64  00 

For  library  and  apparatus  including  text-books 2,350  00 

Incidental  expenses,  including  insurance,  labor,  fuel, 

gas,  water 5,440  00 

Total 128,673  00 

Deduct  possible  tuitions 2,536  00 

Total f26,137  00 


The  above  estimate  is  made  on  the  actual  necessities  of  the 
school,  based  on  the  present  expenditures,  and  obligations  entered 
into  with  teachers,  and  the  repairs  that  are  required  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  building.  Any  reduction  of  the  above  amount  is  sure 
to  embarass  the  board  in  the  running  expenses  of  the  school. 

aiLBERT  MOLLISON, 
,  President. 

JOHN  DOWDLE, 

Secretary. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,      ) 

OiTY  AND  County  OF  Oswego    ) 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Gilbert  Mollison  and  John 
Dowdle  and  made  affidavits  that  they  signed  the  above  statement, 
and  that  it  is  correct. 

GEORGE  T.  CLARK, 

Notary  Public. 
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PL  ATTS  BURGH 


Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Board  op  Managers  op 
THE  State  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Plattsburgh 

Hon.    Charles    R.    Skinner,    State    Superintendent    of    Public 
Instruction: 

Sir. —  The  local  board  of  managers  of  the  State  Normal  and 
Training  School  at  Plattsburgh,  as  required  by  law,  respectfully 
transmits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1896: 

Local  Board 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  membership  or  oflQcers  of  the 
local  board  during  the  year.  The  board  as  at  present  organized 
comprises  the  following  members: 

Hon.  John  B.  Riley,  president,  Plattsburgh;  Hon.  Everett  C. 
Baker,  secretary,  Plattsburgh;  Hon.  George  8.  Weed,  treasurer, 
Plattsburgh;  Hon.  Alexander  Bertraiid,  Plattsburgh;  Hon.  Henry 
G.  Burleigh,  Whitehall;  Hon.  Alfred  Guibord,  Plattsburgh; 
Charles  F.  Hudson,  Plattsburgh;  Hon.  S.  Alonzo  Kellogg,  Platts- 
burgh; David  Sherwood  Kellogg,  A.  M.,  Plattsburgh;  Hon.  Row- 
land C.  Kellogg,  Elizabethtown;  Hon.  Stephen  Moffit,  Platts- 
burgh; Hon.  Lucian  L.  Shedden,  Plattsburgh;  Hon.  William  C. 
Stevens,  Malone. 

Instructors 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year.  Miss  Helen  M.  Palmer,  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  faculty,  resigned  the  position  of 
teacher  of  Modern  Languages  and  Miss  Alice  E.  Bobbins,  B.  L., 
a  graduate  of  Smith  College  and  a  former  teacher  in  the  Franklin 
Academy  at  Malone,  was  appointed  to  succeed  her.  A  kinder- 
garten department  was  also  established  and  Miss  Maude  C.  Stew- 
art, a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  College,  appointed  as  teacher. 
The  corps  of  instructors  as  at  present  constituted  is  as  follows: 

Edward  N.  Jones,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.  (Hamilton),  Didactics;  George 
H.  Hudson,  Sciences;  George  K.  Hawkins,  A.  M.  (Union),  Mathe- 
matics; David  A.  Lockwood,  A.  M.  (Illinois  Wesleyan),  Ancient 
Languages;  Eliza  Kellas,  Methods;  Alice  E.  Bobbins,  B.  L.  (Smith), 
Modem  Languages;  Theodora  Kyle,  A.  B.  (Wellesley),  History, 
Rhetoric  and  Literature;  Josephine  A.  Greene,  Drawing  and  Pen- 
manship; Alice  L.  O'Brien,  Elocution  and  Physical  Culture;  S. 
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Mae  Hapgood,  Music;  Sara  F.  Bliss,  principal,  School  of  Practice; 
Lucy  E.  Tracy,  Critic,  Geography  Methods;  Louise  A.  Perry, 
Critic;  Maude  C.  Stewart,  Kindergarten;  Anna  J.  O'Brien,  assist- 
ant secretary  and  librarian. 

The  following  students  were  graduated  during*the  year : 

Classical  Course 

Benjamin  Elliott  Birge,  Schuyler  county.  Mary  Elizabeth  Looby,  Clinton  county. 

Nellie  Perry  Burnham»  Franklin  county.  Samuel  Dougan  McClellan,  Essex  county. 

Helen  Grace  Hutchlns,  Franklin  county.  Jennie  McElroy,  Washington  county. 

Lydia  Independence  Jones,  Clinton  county.        Eyelina  Cecile  Smith,  Clinton  county. 

Ermiua  Minerya  Whitley,  Clinton  county. 

KyKjliiih  Course 

Susan  Sarah  Ames,  Essex  county.  Ellen  Margaretta  Kennedy,  Washington  Co. 

Mary  Blakeley,  Rensselaer  county.  Jennie  Josephine  Lengfeld,  Clinton  county. 

Caroline  Wllhelmina  Bloom,  Saratoga  Co.  Susan  Hannah  Mansfield,  Essex  county. 

Mary  Viall  Campbell,  Saratoga  county.  Laura  Cordelia  Marsh,  Clinton  county. 

Ada  Rose  Clark,  Clinton  county.  Anne  Loretto  McCloskey,  Saratoga  county. 

Margaret  Marian  DeCora,  Clinton  county.  Mary  Agnes  McVeigh,  Saratoga  county. 

Mona  Evangeline  Deuel,  Saratoga  county.  Mary  Lillian  Morris,  Franklin  county. 

Elizabeth  Frances  Gorman,  Saratoga  Co.  Annls  Curtis  Perry,  Saratoga  county. 

Anna  Bessie  Hoag,  Essex  county.  Mary  Elinor  Quirk,  Clinton  county. 

Anna  Lotta  Ingalls,  Washington  county.  Isabelle  Jean  Sleight,  Washington  county. 

Bertha  May  Justin,  Clinton  county.  Frank  Levi  Waters,  Clinton  county. 

Attendance 

Whole  number  of  normal  students 216 

Average  attendance  of  normal  students 150 

Whole  number  of  model  school  students 196 

Average  attendance  of  model  school  students 127 


Receipts 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  August  1,  1896 $2,412  47 

Amount  received  from  the  State  year  ending  July 

31,  1896 20,800  00 

Amount  received  from  State  from  special  appropri- 
ation          50,000  00 

Total $73,212  47 


r- 


Payments 

Amount  paid  for  teachers'  salaries $15,000  00 

Amount  paid  for  salary  of  janitor 998  00 

Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus. .  1,615  85 

Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 494  30 
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Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  improvements  on  build- 
ings and  grounds 135,741  15 

Amount  paid  for  incidentals  and  other  expenses  not 

above  enumerated 6,481  74 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board,  July  31, 1896 12,881  43 

Total ?73,212  47 

Estimates  for  1897-98 

Teachers'  salaries ?16,400  00 

Librarian 500  00 

Janitor 800  00 

Care  of  grounds 300  00 

Fuel 1,500  00 

Light 400  00 

Water  rent 225  00 

Library,  text-books  and  apparatus 1,000  00 

Bepairs,  supplies  and  incidentals 1,000  00 

Total ?22,125  00 

Less  estimated  amount  tuition 825  00 

Total \ ?21,300  00 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  )^^  . 
County  of  Clinton,         i     " 

John  B.  Biley,  president  of  the  local  board,  being  duly  sworn, 
says,  that  he  examined  the  foregoing  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  and  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  correct. 

JOHN  B.  RILEY, 

President, 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  ) 
this  14th  day  of  November,  1896.       f 

R.  E.  Healey, 

Notary  Public, 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  ) 

County  op  Clinton,        \  ^^' ' 

Everett  C.  Baker,  secretary  of  the  local  board,  being  duly  sworn, 
says,  that  he  has  examined  the  foregoing  statement  of  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  correct. 

EVERETT  C.  BAKER, 

Secretary. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  1 
this  17th  day  of  November,  1896.     \ 

LOTTA  StREVELL, 

Notary  Public. 
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POTSDAM 


Twenty-seventh  Annual  Report  op  the  Local  Board  op  the- 
State  Normal  and  Training  School  at  Potsdam 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  LL.D.,  Supcrintetident,  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  Albany,  N.  Y,: 

Sir. —  The  local  board  of  the  State  Normal  and  Training  School 
at  Potsdam  respectfully  submits  herewith  its  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  July  31,  1896: 

Local  Board 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Ab- 
salom G.  Gaines,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  was  tendered  and  accepted.  For 
some  time  past  Dr.  Gaines  has  felt  that  his  health  did  not  permit 
him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  supervision  of  the  interests  of 
the  school,  and  hence  he  has  repeatedlj-  asked  to  be  relieved  from 
his  position  as  a  member  of  the  board,  but  the  board  has  felt  reluc- 
tant to  lose  the  counsel  of  one  who  has  been  so  actively  connected 
with  the!  development  of  the  institution.  Dr.  Gaines  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  board  in  1879,  to  succeed  Rev.  Ebenezer  Fisher, 
D.D.,  one  of  the  original  members.  Uis  familiarity  with  school 
life  as  President  of  the  St.  Lawrence  University,  and  his  person- 
ality, have  made  him  of  great  service  in  the  councils  of  the  board. 
The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  board: 

Whereas,  Absalom  G.  Gaines,  for  the  past  seventeen  years  a 
faithful  and  universally  esteemed  member  of  the  local  board  of 
this  school,  has  this  day  tendered  his  resignation  because  of  ill 
health  and  pressure  of  educational  duties  in  connection  with  the 
St.  Lawrence  University; 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  remaining  members  of  this  local  boards 
in  annual  meeting  assembled,  reluctantly  accept  the  resignation 
of  President  Gaines,  and  desire  to  express  our  deep  regret  at  his. 
retirement  from  this  board,  to  make  oflScial  note  of  our  high  es- 
teem and  appreciation  of  his  ever  helpful  and  eflflcient  services. 

Resolved,  That  in  parting  with  President  Gaines  we  wish,  in  be- 
half of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  school  and  this 
board,  to  give  expression  to  the  well-merited  value  and  the  real 
worth  which  we  place  upon  the  ripe  counsel,  the  unfaltering  loyalty^ 
the  genial  ways,  which  have  uniformly  characterized  his  laboPB 
during  his  long  connection  with  this  board  and  school. 
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Resolved,  That  this  minute  be  entered  upon  the  permanent  rec- 
ords of  this  school  and  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  President 
Qaines. 

To  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Gaines,  Mr. 
George  W.  F.  Smith,  A.B.  (Yale  '79),  one  of  the  active  business 
men  of  Potsdam,  was  appointed.  Mr.  Smith  is  an  alumnus  of  this 
normal  school,  graduating  in  the  class  of  '73.  As  principal  of 
Union  schools^,  teacher  in  normal  schools,  in  the  University  of 
Kansas  and  in -our  own  school  ('81-2)  he  is  pre-eminently  fitted  for 
a  seat  in  the  supervising  councils  of  the  school. 

The  board  as  at  present  constituted  consists  of  the  following 
members:  Gen.  E.  A.  Merritt^  LL.D.,  president;  Hon.  J.  G.  Mc- 
Intyre,  A.M.,  secretary;  George  H.  Sweet,  A.M.,  LL.B.,  treasurer; 
Jesse  Reynolds,  M.  D.;  Hon  John  I.  Gilbert,  A.M.,  LL.D.;  Hon. 
William  R.  Weed,  Hon.  John  A.  Vance,  Thomas  Spratt,  Esq., 
George  W.  P.  Smith,  A.  B. 

Faculty 

The  following  changes  have  been  made  in  the  faculty:  The  resig- 
nation of  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Bartlett  as  principal  of  the  intermediate 
department  and  teacher  and  critic  of  geography  methods,  was  ten- 
dered and  accepted  at  the  annual  meeting  June  23.  Mrs.  Bartlett 
has  been  a  great  favorite  with  the  pupils,  who  have  learned  from 
her  cheerful  presence  how  to  accomplish  large  tasks  with  happy 
hearts.  We  congratulate  ourselves  that  her  influence  will  not  be 
lost  to  the  school  in  her  relation  as  the  wife  of  Professor  Bond. 
To  the  vacancy  caused  by  her  resignation,  Miss  Adelaide  Norris,  a 
classical  graduate,  class  of  '83,  was  elected.  Miss  Norris  has 
taught  at  Mt.  Kisco,  N.  Y.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  for  seven 
years  has  been  principal  of  the  Mt.  Kisco  Union  School,  to  which 
she  was  recalled  in  '89.  A  teacher  of  large  experience  and  marked 
executive  ability,  she  brings  to  the  department  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  needs  of  the  public  schools. 

To  meet  the  demand  for  an  enlarged  teaching  force,  Miss  Kath- 
erine  M.  Kellas,  a  classical  graduate  of  this  school,  class  of  '92, 
was  elected.  Since  her  graduation,  Miss  Kellas  has  had  charge 
of  training  classes,  which  experience  especially  fits  her  for  the 
work  to  which  she  has  been  assigned. 

The  demand  for  kindergartners  and  the  repeated  applications  for 
such  training  has  demonstrated  to  the  board  the  necessity  of  such 
a  department  in  this  school,  but  the  lack  of  room  has  made  it 
necessary  to  defer  such  work.  The  increased  appropriation  and 
the  encouragement  given  by  the  last  Legislature  that  the  building 
will  be  enlarged  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  school,  induced  the  board 
to  open  a  kindergarten  department  under  their  supervision.  For 
this  purpose,  rooms  have  been  secured  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 

IT 
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opera-house,  adjoining  the  campus,  and  Miss  Ruth  E.  Tappan,  A.  B., 
of  the  Chicago  Kindergarten  College,  has  been  placed  in  charge. 
This  temporary  arrangement  seemed  necessary  to  meet  the  de- 
mand of  the  times,  but  it  will  in  no  sense  meet  the  permanent 
needs  of  the  school.  It  is  important  that  suitable  provision  bfe 
made  for  this  important  department  of  professional  training. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  faculty,  with  their  re-'* 
spective  departments: 

Thomas  B.  Stowell,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Principal,  History  and  Philos- 
ophy of  Education ;  Amelia  Morey,  Preceptress,  English  Language 
and  Methods;  Warren  Mann,  A.  M.,  Natural  Science  and  Methods; 
Edward  W.  Flagg,  A.  M.,  History,  Rhetoric  and  English  Litera- 
ture; Ida  B.  Steyer,  French,  German  and  Methods;  Jane  F.  But- 
rick,  Principal  of  Primary  Department,  Primary  Methods;  Julia 
Ettie  Crane,  Vocal  Music  and  Methods;  Freeman  H.  Allen,  Ph.  B., 
Arithmetic,  History,  Civics  and  Methods;  Sarah  V.  Chollar,  Arith- 
metic, Botany,  Composition,  Physiography;  James  M.  Graves, 
Algebra,  School  Law,  Preparatory  Department,  Methods;  Stans- 
bury  Norse,  Industrial  Drawing  and  Methods;  Willis  E.  Bond, 
A.  B.,  Mathematics,  Geology,  Astronomy;  Ola  Esterly,  Reading, 
Physical  Culture,  Methods;  C.  A.  Rosegrant,  A.  B.,  Greek,  Latin, 
Methods;  Adelaide  Norris,  Principal  of  Intermediate  Depart- 
ment, Geography,  Methods;  Katherine  M.  Kellas,  English  and 
Criticism;  Ruth  E.  Tappan,  A.  B.,  Superintendent  of  Kindergar- 
ten, Methods;  F.  E.  Hathorne,  Director  of  Piano  Conservatory; 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Hathorne,  Assistant  Piano;  Henry  A.  Watkins,  Leader 
of  Orchestra;  Harriet  Crane  Bryant,  Voice  Culture;  Edith  M. 
Austin,  Assistant  Vocal  Music. 


Graduates 
The  number  of  graduates  during  the  year  is  127. 


Carlos  Schuyler  Blood,  Heuvelton. 
Sadie  Lavlnla  Blood.  Heuvelton. 
Mary  Helen  Burke,  Ogdensburg. 
Jessie  Bush,  Canton. 
Helen  Henrietta  Cassldy,  Norwood. 
Mary  Eliza  Crane,  Nopth  Stockholm. 
Maude  May  Cheeseman.  Theresa. 
Leila  Church,  Crary's  Mills. 
Sara  Adela  Crane,  North  Stockholm. 
Ray  Bingham  Davis.  Norwood. 
Jamea  Francis  Drlscoll,  Brasher  Falls. 
John  Dean  George,  Redwood. 
Mary  Hllen  Hatch.  Potsdam. 
Charles  C.  Hctl*;,  Redwood. 


Luna  Belle  Keeler,  Norwood. 
Donald  MacLaren  Klrby,  Potsdam. 
Marf?aret  Helen  Lindsay,  Potsdam. 
Paul  Blakeslec  Mann,  Potsdam. 
Willtem  Dudley  Morrow,  Theresa. 
Charles  Frederick  Murphy.  Norwood. 
Carrie  White  Nlles.  Spencertown. 
George  Henry  Nulty,  Norwood. 
Thomas  Jeremiah  O'Neill,  Massena. 
James  Irving  Reynolds,  Potsdam. 
Kimball  Jackson  Snell.  Potsdam. 
Ruth  Elizabeth  Walling,  Potsdam. 
Clara  Brltton  Wells,  Norwood. 
Florence  Marion  White,  Potsdam. 


William  Rees  Williams,  Remsen. 
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Irma  Ruth  Bixby,  Potsdam.  May  Helen  Porter,  Thereaa. 

Minnie  Anna  Dollar,  Heuvelton.  Bertha  May  Taber,  Utlca. 

Eklwin  Lee  Huelett,  Heuvelton.  Marion  Thompson,  Utica. 

Julia  Rebecca  Mitchell,  Utlca.  Julia  Anne  Whalen,  Ogdensburg. 


Etujlish    Course 


Grace  Ella  Alden,  Massena. 
Ada  Ruth  Allen,  Hammond. 
Leslie  R.  Bell.  Manlius. 
Alberta  Christine  Bents,  Orleans. 
Mae  Hulett  Bromley,  Lanslngburgn. 
Horatio  Peter  Baum,  East  Schuyler. 
Lena  Caroline  Boyd,  Mankato,  Minn. 
Margaret  May  Brooks,  Mohawk. 
Mabel  C.  Brown,  Parishville. 
Dennis  Francis  Burke,  Bucktoi^ 
William  Briggs  Burt,  Hannawa  Falls. 
Carrie  Elolse  Chamberlain,  Waddlngton. 
Nella  Maude  Chapman,  Potsdam. 
Chloe  Zay  Clark,  Moira. 
Mary  Ellen  Connelly,  Colton.        4* 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Cranston,  Heuvelton. 
Giles  Aqullla  Chase,  Racket  River. 
Francis  Michael  Close.  South  Colton. 
Katherine  Donovan,  Colton. 
Frederic  Ardelle  Dowsey,  Potsdam. 
Mary  Drown,  Potsdam. 
Alfreda  Barbara  Doud,  Parishville. 
Julina  Grace  Doud,  Parishville. 
Delia  Izora  Dutton,  Louisville. 
Florence  Elizabeth  Edwards,  Lowvllle. 
Elsa  Elizabeth  Evans.  Hermon. 
Ida  Agnes  Fay.,  Madrid  Springs. 
Clara  Ammarllla  Foster,  Potsdam. 
Florence  Jean  Fox.  DepauviUe. 
May  Elizabeth  Gaudin,  Carthage. 
Lettie  Luthera  Gill.  Canton. 
Hannah  Cecilia  Goggin.  Wlnthrop. 
Mildred  Edna  Griffith,  Heuvelton. 

Millard  Southworth 


Margaret  Josephine  Hayden,  Heuvelton. 
Blanche  Adeen  Hodgkln.  Gouverneur. 
Etta  Emma  Horton,  South  Colton. 
Hiram  D.  Hall,  Hermon. 
Bertha  Lynn  Hamlin.  Norwood. 
Walter  Myron  Healey,  Potsdam. 
Sarsh  Mabel  Isham,  Potsdam. 
William  Everett  Keenan,  Potsdam. 
Lillian  Kathryn  Kingsley,  Fort  Covington. 
Margaret  Jennie  Kinney,  Massena. 
Dora  Anna  Kltts.  Rensselaer  Falls. 
Winifred  Josephine  Lasell,  Canton. 
Anna  May  Lenney.  Potsdam. 
Charlotte  Augusta  Lenney.  Potsdam. 
Linnle  Ethel  Merrill,  South  Potsdam. 
Effle  Estella  Plumb.  Harrisville. 
Ella  May  Parsons,  Gouverneur. 
Mlna  Mae  Place.  North  Wilna. 
Florence  May  Pike.  Madrid. 
Bernard  Patrick  Quain,  Moira. 
Elsie  May  Reynolds,  Tuckahoe. 
Cornelius  Francis  Regan.  Brasher  I.  Wks. 
Charles  Alton  Rutherford,  Waddlngton. 
Sarah  Isola  Siaunders,  Dickinson's  Centre. 
Katherine  Maud  Smith.  Waterville. 
Herbert  Clayton  Stone.  Potsdam. 
Margaret  Seallivan,  Potsdam. 
Anna  Kathryn  Toomey,  No.  Lawrence. 
Iva  Tufts,  Ilion. 

Amedla  H.  M.VanBeusekom,  McKownville. 
Linda  Euphemia  Wagstaff,  No.  Lawrence. 
Ruby  Ardelle  Welch,  Hammond. 
Winifred  Pearl  West,  Heuvelton. 
Toung,  Potsdam. 


Academic  Enfjlhh   Course 

Fredeniek  Lamont  Maxson,  Smithville.  Ermy  Courser  Noble,  Potsdam. 


Music    Teachers^    Course 


Ada  Ruth  Allen,  Hammond. 

Edith  Louise  Barnum.  Potsdam. 

J.  Moore  Delo,  Elmira. 

Frances  Fabian  Freston,  Far  Rockaway. 

Carrie  Thompson  Hajrwood,  Gouverneur. 

Eunice  Elizabeth  Humphrey,  Denver,  Colo. 

Grace  Heward,  Potsdam. 

LoiMi  Belle  Keeler,  Norwood. 


Harriet  Cowles  Palmer,  Ogdensburg. 
Florence  May  Pike,  Madrid. 
Mary  Kent  Shepard,  Fair  Haven,  Vt. 
Laura  Sherwood,  Mount  Klsco. 
Mary  Helen  Smith,  Brewster, 
llarriette  Eliza  Sparks,  Gouverneur. 
Fannie  Louise  Towne,  Potsdam. 
Claribel  Winchester,  Greensburg,  Ind. 
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Katheriue  Donovan,  Colton. 

Dravuuij  Teachers'  Course 

Edith  Clark  Bower,  Waddlngton.  Harriet  Cowles  Palmer,  Ogdensburg. 

Elizabeth  Margaret  Brown,  Ft.  Covington.  Janette  Rule,  Waddlngton. 

Frances  Freston,  Far  Roekaway.  Mary  Helen  Smith,  Brewster. 

Carrie  Thompson  Haywood,  Gouveriieur.  Harriette  Eliza  Sparks,  Gouverneur. 

Eunice  Elizabeth  Humphrey,  Denver,  Colo.  Mary  Charlotte  Wells,  East  Syracuse. 

Leta  Amelia  Kitts,  Gouverneur.  Ilekn  Margaret  Young,  Parishville. 

Piano    Course 

Eva  Louise  Jewell,  Potsdam. 

Total  number  of  graduates  since  the  organization  of  the  school: 

Male 235 

Female 718 

Total 953 

.  *•  _______ 

Advanced  courses 767 

Elementary  course  (discontinued) 186 

Attendance 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  regis! (»r(*d  in  each  of  the  depart- 
ments, respectively,  during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1896: 

]^Ialo  Female  Total 

Normal ITS  385  563 

Academic 4:5  118  161 

Intermediate 61  70  131 

Primary 63  84  147 

Total 345  657       1,002 

The  average  attendance: 

Normal 461 

Academic 114 

Intermediate 103 

Primary 122 

Total 800 

The  average  age  of  pupils  in  the  normal  department: 

Male 20.8 

Female 20.7 
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Detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal and  Training  School  at  Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  for  the  year  ending 
July  31, 1806: 

Receipts 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board  August  1,  1895 f  1,069  71 

Amount  received  from  the  State  during  the  year  com- 
mencing August  1,  1895,  and  ending  July  31,  1896^ 
from  appropriation  for  maintenance 23,500  00 

Amount  received  from  State  from  special  appropria- 
tion for  same  time 1,729  39 

Amount  for  tuition  in  academic  department  during 
year ^ 1,422  75 

Total 127,721  85 

Expenditures 

Amount  paid  for  instruction  in  the  normal  depart- 
ment during  year fl7,100  00 

Amount  paid  for  salary  of  janitor 800  00 

Amount  paid  for  mileage  of  pupils 924  27 

Amount  of  special  appropriation 1,729  39 

Amount  paid  for  library,  text-books  and  apparatus. .  1,363  82 
Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  improvements  on  build- 
ings and  improvements  on  grounds 1,442  01 

Amount  paid  for  incidentals  and  all  other  expenses 

not  above  enumerated 4,317  43 

Amount  in  hands  of  local  board  July  31,  1896 44  93 

Total ! ?27,721  85 
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The  Thomas  S.  Clarkson  Prize  in  Pedagogics 

The  purpose  and  the  conditions  of  award  of  this  prize  are  stated 
n  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  1895, 
vol.  1,  page  353.  The  subjects  announced  for  the  class  of  January, 
'96,  were  The  Pedagogical  Value  of  Child  Study,  and  Heredity  and 
Environment  of  Children  as  Problems  for  the  Teacher.  The  prize 
(f  100)  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Charles  Frederick  Murphy,  of  Norwood, 
N.  Y.,  who  wrote  upon  the  second  subject.  The  subjects  for  the 
class  of  June  were  The  Relative  Value  of  the  Humanistic  and  the 
Scientific  Studies,  and  The  Educative  Value  of  Imitation.  The 
award  (flOO)  was  made  to  Miss  Charlotte  Augusta  Lenney,  of 
Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  who  Tvrote  upon  the  second  subject. 

The  growing  demand  for  laboratory  experiments,  and  the 
inedequacy  of  our  accommodations  for  this  work;  the  fact  that 
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we  have  no  room  for  our  Kindergarten,  and  that  we  are  at  present 
obliged  to  rent  rooms  for  this  department,  which  rooms  are  in  no 
sense  adapted  to  Kindergarten  teaching,  and  are  separated  from 
the  Normal  building;  and  the  necessity  for  a  gymnasium^  make 
it  imperative  that  a  special  building  or  annex  be  constructed  for 
these  respective  purposes.  Plans  and  specifications,  with  bids 
from  responsible  contractors,  are  being  prepared  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted in  due  form. 

Eatifnates 

We  herewith  append  our  estimates  of  the  necessary  expenses  for 
the  next  fiscal  year: 

Salaries  of  instructors fl9,500  00 

Salaries  of  janitors 1,200  00 

Library,  text-books  and  a[)paratus 1,500  00 

Coal  and  wood 2,000  00 

Repairs 1,000  00 

Supplies 1,500  00 

Total I2GJ00  00 

Less  probable  recetpts  from  tuition 1,200  0( 

Appropriation  needed |25,500  00 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,   ) 
St.  Lawrence  County        \  "*' 

E.  A.  Merritt,  president,  and  John  G.  Mclntyre,  secretary  of  the 
local  board  of  the  State  Normal  Training  School  at  Potsdam,  being 
duly  sworn,  each  for  himself,  says  that  he  has  examined  the  fore- 
going report,  and  believes  the  same  to  be  in  all  respects  coarect 
and  just. 

E.  A.  MERRITT, 

President. 

J.  G.  McINTYRE, 

f>ecretary. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  ) 
16th  day  of  September,  189().  \ 

Orris  Wittkus. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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5  MINUTES  OF  NORMAL  PRINCIPALS'  COUNCIL 

For  the  Year  1896. 


Hon.  Charles  R.  Skinner,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion: 

Sir. —  Council  met  at  the  Normal  Building,  Fredonia,  N.  Y., 
May  13th  and  14th,  1896.  Present.—  Dr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair,  Su- 
perintendent Skinner,  and  Principals  Capen,  Cassety,  Jones,  Mc- 
Lean, John  Milne,  Palmer. 

Moved  by  Dr.  John  Milne,  and  carried,  that  persons  graduating 
a  second  time  shall  be  reported  to  the  Department  in  such  form 
as  to  indicate  this  fact,  and  that  in  making  up  the  totals  only  the 
number  of  different  persons  shall  be  counted. 

Moved  and  carried  that  in  reporting  average  attendance,  deduc- 
tions shall  be  made  for  every  day  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  2  p.  m. 

Council  met  with  the  same  persons  present  as  in  the  morning. 
Voted  to  meet  with  the  school  at  their  rhetorical  exercises  at  3 
o'clock. 
The  following  topics  were  proposed  for  discussion: 

1.  Civil  service  examinations. 

2.  Sending  examination  papers  to  Albany. 

3.  Vertical  penmanship. 

4.  Mileage. 

5.  Admissions. 

6.  Restricting  number  of  pupils. 

After  informal  discussions  of  the  1,  2,  3,  and  5  questions  the 
Council  adjourned  to  meet  at  7.30. 


Wednesday,  8  p.  m. 

The  Council  met  with  the  same  attendance  as  in  the  afternoon 
except  that  Dr.  Stowell  was  also  present. 

Moved  and  carried  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  make  out 
a  portion  of  the  normal  school  circulars  which  should  be  common 
to  all. 

Committee,  Drs.  Capen,  Stowell  and  Palmer. 

Voted  that  Dr.  Sheldon  represent  the  Council  before  the  school 
at  the  morning  exercises. 
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In  reply  to  a  question  about  sending  examination  papers  to  Al- 
bany, the  superintendent  said  that  he  would  make  arrangements 
so  that  papers  might  be  passed  upon  without  causing  delay  to 
pupils  wishing  to  enter  the  schools. 

The  president  announced  that  letters  had  been  received  from 
Principals  Cheney  and  James  Milne,  announcing  their  inability  to 
attend  this  session  of  the  council. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow,  a.  m. 


Thursday,  9  a.  m. 

Council  met  with  the  school  and  after  exercises  met  for  busi- 
ness. 

Present  Dr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair,  and  Principals  Capen,  Cassety, 
Jones,  McLean,  John  Milne,  Palmer,  Stowell. 

The  acceptance  of  evidences  of  advanced  scholarship  was  dis- 
cussed with  reference  to  a  difTiculty  which  some  have  found  in 
accepting  pass  cards  for  part  work  in  a  subject.  It  was  thought 
best  not  to  make  a  change  in  the  present  policy. 

Moved  and  carried  that  a  second  entrance  examination  be  al- 
lowed in  one  of  the  new  subjects  required,  the  same  as  in  case  of 
a  failure  in  arithmetic,  grammar  or  geography. 

Moved  and  carried  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Council  that 
papers  of  all  persons  examined  at  the  several  schools  should  be 
passed  upon  by  the  faculties  at  the  schools  until  such  entrance 
examinations  are  discontinued. 

.  Moved  and  carried  that  subjects  accepted  for  a  training  class 
certificate  be  also  accepted  for  a  first  grade  certificate. 

Moved  and  carried  that  teachers'  traininc:  class  certificates 
granted  after  January  1, 1890,  be  added  to  evidences  of  proficiency 
for  entrance. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 

Principals  visited  the  school  till  3  o'clock  and  then  met  for 
business. 

Present,  Dr.  Rheldon  in  the  chair,  and  Principals  Capen,  Cas- 
sety, Jones,  McLean,  Palmer  and  Stowell. 

A  letter  from  President  William  J.  Milne  was  read  bv  the  secre- 
tary,  announcing  his  detention  from  the  meetinc:  by  the  serious 
illness  of  his  son,  to  whom  he  ha<l  been  summoned  by  telegraph. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  owner,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Webster,  the 
original  unconditional  surrender  order  of  General  Grant,  was 
broucht  to  the  Council,  and  a  vote  expressinir  the  grafification  of 
the  Council  for  the  privilege  of  seeing  this  order  was  adopted  and 
the  thanks  of  the  Council  sent  to  Mrs.  Webster  for  her  kindness 
and  courtesy. 

Adjonmed  to  meet  at  Cortland,  November  4, 1899. 
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November  Session  of  Normal  Principals'  Council 

The  CJouncil  met  at  the  Normal  School,  Cortland,  November 
4th  and  5th,  1S96.  All  the  principals  were  present,  including 
principal-elect  McLachlan,  of  Jamaica,  except  Dr.  Milne,  of  the  Al- 
bany Normal  College.  Superintendent  Skinner  was  present  a 
large  part  of  the  session,  and  Dr.  Bickmore  of  the  American  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History,  came  for  a  short  time. 

It  was  voted  to  allow  the  substitution  of  any  year  of  Greek  or 
the  first  year  of  Latin  for  subjects  in  the  course  as  is  now  allowed 
for  Caesar,  Cicero,  and  so  forth. 

It  was  voted  to  allow  the  same  substitution  of  any  year  of 
Greek  or  the  first  year  of  Latin  for  subjects  in  the  course  as  is 
now  allowed  for  Caesar,  Cicero,  and  so  forth. 

Superintendent  Skinner  asked  attention  to  the  following  ques- 
tions: 

1.  Whether  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  should  not  be  later 
than  it  is,  and  the  school  year  shortened?  It  seemed  to  be  thought 
that  pupils  often  suffer  from  the  hot  weather  of  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  injure  the  work  of  the 
entire  year.  The  superintendent  advised  reducing  the  time  of  the 
school  year  to  38  wrecks. 

2.  Whether  a  diploma  should  be  given  to  a  graduate  less  than 
18  years  of  age?  It  was  reported  that  ex-Superintendent  Draper 
had  written  to  one  of  the  schools  some  years  ago  that  he  would 
not  grant  a  diploma  in  such  a  case,  and  this  was  accepted  as  the 
decision  of  the  department. 

3.  Whether  any  students  should  be  received  from  other  states? 
A  report  from  the  different  schools  showed  the  number  to  be  small 
and  the  matter  was  passed  over. 

4.  Whether  some  plan  might  be  adopted  to  give  a  limited  li- 
cense to  pupils  who  fail  to  pass  their  final  tests  and  allow  the  op- 
portunity of  earning  a  diploma  by  successful  teaching. 

It  was  voted  that  persons  holding  first  grade  certificates  be  cred- 
ited with  Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Physical  Geography,  20  weeks 
of  Algebra,  Physiology,  American  History,  and  Civil  Government 
and  School  Law;  and  that  a  partial  first  grade  certificate  be  ac- 
cepted for  as  much  of  this  work  as  it  covers. 

It  was  voted  that  State  certificates  be  accepted  for  all  the  sub- 
ject-matter they  cover. 

The  Council  voted  to  make  the  school  year  38  weeks  and  begin 
the  third  Wednesday  of  September,  if  the  Superintendent  deemed 
it  best  after  advising  with  the  local  boards. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Geneseo  next  May. 

F.  B.  PALMER, 

Secretary. 
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6.  ENTRANCE  EXAMINATION  PAPERS 


[Prepared  by  a  Committee  of  Normal  Principals,  and  published  by  the  State  Department 

of  Public  Instruction.] 


ENTRANCE  EXAMINATION,  SEPTEMBER,  1895 

First  Day 

Write  the  subject  of  the  examination,  your  name,  and  the  date  at  the  head  of  your 
papers. 

Work  should  be  written  out  in  full  in  the  answers. 

Correct  answers  will  receive  ten  credits  each,  and  a  proportionately  less  number  will  be 
allowed  as  the  answer  approximates  correctness  or  shows  knowledge  of  principles. 

In  order  to  secure  admission,  candidates  must  gain  an  average  of  70  credits  In  the 
three  branches  and  not  fall  below  60  credits  In  any  one  of  them. 

Use  care  in  spelling,  writing,  and  general  neatness  of  appearance. 

Arithmetic 

1.  Represent  by  figures. 

(a)  One  billion  ten  mlUon  one  hundred  one  thousand  ten. 

(b)  Seven  thousand,  and  two  ten-mllliontha. 
Express  In  words: 

(C)  10012002.00300800L 
(d)  1.26  per  cent 

2.  How  much  must  be  paid  for  plastering  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  a  room,  80  ft.  long,  24 

ft.  wide  and  15  ft  high,  at  25  cents  per  square  yard,  allowance  being  made  for  8 
doors,  each  7  ft.  by  8  ft.  8  in.,  and  for  4  windows,  each  6  f L  by  2  fL  10  in.? 
8.  By  selling  pine  apples  for  7  dollars  per  hundred,  ,'t  of  their  cost  is  gained.    For  what 
price  per  hundred  must  they  be  sold  to  gain  i  of  their  cost? 

4.  A  man  gave  iiof  his  estate  to  his  son  John,  ^  to  his  son  William,  |of  the  remainder 

to  his  daughter  Mary,  and  the  balance  to  his  wife.    Mary  received  $2243.26  less  than 
John.    What  was  tne  value  of  the  estate  and  what  did  his  wife  secure? 

5.  Find  the  value  of  2-^  +   075  -^  .3  -  1.2 

.005 

6.  If  100  men  can  do  a  piece  of  work  In  10  days,  working  8  hours  per  day :  In  how  many 

days  can  12  men  do  the  same  work  If  they  work  9  hours  per  day? 

7.  What  Is  due  September  1,  1896.  on  a  note  given  April  8.  1892,  for  |660,  at  5  per  cent. 

simple  interest? 

8.  What  must  be  given  for  stocks  paying  12  per  cent  dividend,  in  order  that  the  invest- 

ment may  pay  8  per  cent  interest 

9.  A  town  levied  a  tax  of  16.126,  which  sum  included  the  amount  voted  for  building  a 

schbol-house  and  the  collector's  commission  at  2^  per  cent.    How  much  was  the 
collector's  commiaslon? 
10.  A  hogshead  of  molasses  was  bought  for  a  cerUln  sum;  but  15  gallons  having  leaked 
out,  the  remainder  was  sold  at  12.21^^  a  gallon,  and  thereby  the  loss  was  6  per  cent  on 
the  cost    What  was  the  coat? 

GraTnmar 

1.  "To  a  man  whoae  pleasures  are  not  many,  and  rather  small,  the  loss  of  such  an 

2.  event  as  saying  farewell  and  wishing  godspeed  to  a  friend  going  to  Europe  is  a  great 
I.  lOM.   It  waa  10  to  ma,  especially,  becauaa  there  waa  always  more  to  ms  in  srsry 
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4.  departure  than  the  parting  and  the  farewell.    I  wai  gradually  renouncing  thla  pleas- 

6.  ure,  as  I  saw  small  prospect  of  ending  before  noon,  when  Titbottom,  after  looking  at 
8.  me  for  a  moment,  came  to  my  side  of  the  desk,  and  said, 

7.  '  I  should  like  to  finish  that  for  you/  " 

1.  Write  in  a  column  and  in  order  the  simple  propositions. 

2.  Write  in  a  column  and  in  order  the  subordinate  connectiyes,  telling  to  what  each 

Joins  its  clause. 

3.  Select  an  expletive  and  show  its  influence  on  the  sentence. 

4.  Parse  "  going,"  1.  2. 
6.  Select: 

(a)  A  clause  of  cause. 

(b)  A  clause  of  comparison. 

(c)  A  clause  of  time. 

6.  Why  are  the  quotation  marks  used  in  the  last  sentence? 

7.  Explain  fully  why.  "He  had  ought  to  go"  is  incorrect. 

8.  Analyze  sentence  one  in  above  selection  by  any  method  familiar  to  you. 

9.  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  substantive  clause,  and  tell  what  is  the  ofllce  of  the 

clause. 
10.  Write  a  letter  to  a  friend,  giving  your  reasons  for  wishing  to  attend  a  Normal  school, 
and  describing  your  journey. 


Geography 


L  Give  the  parallels  of  latitude  which  mark  the  limits  of  the  sun's  vertical  rays  upon 
the  earth.    Give  the  width  of  each  zone  in  degrees. 

2.  What  waters  are  connected  by  the  Erie  Canal  T    Name  four  cities  on  or  near  the 

canal. 

3.  What  range  of  mountains  extend  (a)  from  the  Black  Sea  to  the  Caspian  Sea;  (b) 
between  France  and  Spain  T    Norway  and  Sweden  T 

4.  Name  three  seas  that  border  upon  (a)  Turkey,  (b)  on  the  British  Isles. 

6.  Name  and  give  location  of  the  four  largest  cities  in  the  United  States.    Also  name 
and  give  approximate  population  of  largest  city  in  the  world. 

6.  Mention  two  routes  by  which  a  person  can  go  from  New  York  city  to  Chicago. 

7.  What  is  the  chief  source  of  wealth  of  (a)  Great  Britain?    (5)  Of  United  States?    (c)  Of 

France. 

8.  Give  reasons  why  there  should  be  so  much  difference  in  the  climate  of  Great  Britain 

and  the  United  States  in  the  same  latitude. 

9.  What  is  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlaln  and  into  what  does  it  flow? 

10.  Where  is  Gettysburg— West  Point— Calcutta— Toklo— The  Thousand  Islands— Victoria 
Falls? 

Second  Day 

Write  the  subject  of  the  examination,  your  name,  and  the  date  at  the  head  of  your 
papers. 

Work  should  be  written  out  In  full  in  the  answers. 

Correct  answers  will  receive  ten  credits  each,  and  a  proportionately  less  number  will  be 
allowed  as  the  answer  approximates  correctness  or  shows  knowledge  of  principles. 

In  order  to  secure  admission,  candidates  must  gain  an  average  of  70  credits  in  the 
three  branches  and  not  fall  below  60  credits  in  any  one  of  them. 

Use  care  in  spelling,  writing,  and  general  neatness  of  appearance. 

Arithmetic 

1.  Write  ^he  table  of  Surface,  or  Square  Measure. 

2.  The  longitude  of  Paris  is  2  deg.  16  min.  east,  and  of  Washington  77  deg.  17  min.  west; 

what  time  is  it  in  Washington  when  it  is  LIO  o'clock  p.  m.  in  Paris? 
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t.  Two  ferry-boati  make  the  ume  number  of  tripe  during  the  simimer.  One  carriet 
6,923  paesengere  and  the  other  5.719.  Each  boat  carriee  ita  full  number  of  paa> 
■engeni  each  trip.  How  many  trips  do  the  boats  make  and  how  many  more  paa- 
lengcrs  does  the  larger  boat  carry  than  the  smaller  oneT 

4.  Bought  a  horse  and  carriage  for  $250,  and  paid  for  a  harness  f^  as  much  as  I  paid  for 
the  horse.    The  carriage  cost  ii  as  much  as  the  horse.    What  was  paid  for  eachT 

6.  What  principal  will  gain  |3G  in  1  year  2  months  and  12  days  at  7  per  centT 

8.  Required  the  face  of  a  note  which,  when  discounted  at  the  bank  for  120  days,  will  glTe 
1540.50  T 

7.  What  interest  is  made  on  an  Investment  in  4  per  cent  stock  at  20  per  cent,  discount 

8.  If,  by  selling  cloth  at  |7  per  yard,  I  gain  75  per  cent.,  do  I  gain  or  lose  by  selling  it  at 

|3  per  yard  and  how  much  per  cenUT 

9.  My  house  is  worth  $6,370.    For  how  much  must  it  be  Insured  at  per  cent,  to  coyer  both 

property  and  premium? 
10.  Paid  $53.76  duties  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  on  60  casks  of  raisins,  after  the  deduction 
of  12  lbs.  to  a  cask  for  tare.    Allowing  the  gross  weight  of  each  cask  of  raisins  to 
have  been  112  lbs.,  what  was  their  InToice  value  per  pound  T 

Grammar 

"For  those  of  us  whom  Nature  means  to  keep  at  home  she  providei  entertainment. 
One  man  goes  four  thousand  miles  to  Italy  and  does  not  see  it.  he  is  so  shori-slghted. 
Another  is  so  far-sighted  that  he  stays  In  his  room  and  sees  more  than  Italy." 

1.  Write  in  a  column  and  In  order  the  prepositions  in  this  quotation  so  as  to  show  the 

antecedent  and  subsequent  terms  of  relation;  e.  g., 

(a)  Ran  to  house. 

(b)  Came  from  town. 

2.  Select  a  clause  of  result  and  show  what  It  modifies. 

8.  Select  a  clause  of  comparison  and  show  what  it  modifies. 

4.  Parse  "another,"  1.  8. 

fi.  What  is  the  case  of  "  miles,"  1.  2,  with  the  reason  for  your  answer. 

6.  Decline;  I,  brother-in-law,  and  chimney. 

7.  Formulate,  by  any  method  with  which  you  are  familiar,  the  last  sentence. 

8.  In  the  sentence.  He  thought  of  the  days  when  he  was  young,  (a)  Give  the  subordinate 

clause;   (h)  What  Is  its  office?   (c)  What  does  the  clause  denote?  (d)  Parse  "when." 

9.  Select  a  transitive  verb;  change  the  sentence  so  that  the  verb  shall  be  in  the  pas- 

sive voice,  and  explain  the  change. 
10.  Write  a  letter  to  a  friend  giving  your  reasons  for  wishing  to  attend  a  Normal  School, 
and  describing  your  journey. 


Geography 


L  Name  the  straits  and  rivers  which  connect  the  great  lakes  with  one  another  and  with 

the  ocean. 
8.  Why  should  the  temperature  decrease  with  the  altitude?    Why  is  California  warmer 

than  the  corresponding  latitude  of  the  Atlantic  coast? 
8.  What  waters  does  the  Suez  Canal  connect? 

4.  Name  in  order  the  States  which  border  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  with  their  capitals. 
B.  Name  and  give  location  of  the  chief  city  in  (a)  Kings  Co.;    (b)  Monroe  Co.;  (e)  Erie  Co. 
8.  Into  what  do  the  following  rivers  fiow?    Danube;  Volga;  Thames;  Niagara;  Genesee; 

Nile;  Niger. 

7.  About  how  long  does  it  take  to  go  by  rail  from  (a) New  York  to  Buffalo?  (b)  From  New 

York  to  San  Francisco?    (c)  By  steamer  from  New  York  to  Liverpool? 

8.  Under  what  form  of  government  are  the  following  countries:    Russia;   England; 

France;  Turkey;  Germany;  Mexico?    Give  the  titH  of  the  ruler  of  eacH 

9.  Name  the  States  which  border  on  (a)  British  America,    (b)  Bound  Maryland. 

10.  Define  a  water-shed,  and  name  one.    Give  location  of  Toronto;  Boston;  Philadelphia; 
MobUa. 
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ENTRANCE  EXAMINATION,  FEBRUARY,  1896 

First  Day 

Write  the  lubject  of  the  examination,  your  name,  and  the  date  at  the  head  of  your 
papers. 

Work  ihould  be  written  out  In  full  In  the  answers. 

Correct  answers  will  receive  ten  credits  each,  and  a  proportionately  less  number  will  be 
allowed  as  the  answer  approximates  correctness  or  shows  knowledge  of  principles. 

In  order  to  secure  admission,  candidates  must  grain  an  ayerage  of  70  credits  in  the 
three  branches  and  not  fall  below  60  credits  in  any  one  of  them. 

Use  care  in  spelling,  writing,  and  general  neatness  of  appearance. 

Arithmetic 

1.  Multiply  84.175  by  .073  and  write  in  words  the  partial  products. 

2.  Multiply  i  of  9iby  one-half  of  Itself  and  diyide  the  product  byisV 

t.  Which  is  faster,  and  how  much,  a  train  that  runs  200  rods  a  minute  or  one  that  runs  a 
mile  in  80  seconds? 

4.  A  battalion  of  1921  men  is  to  be  raised  from  four  towns  in  proportion  to  their  popula- 
tion. How  many  men  must  each  furnish  if  their  Inhabitants  number  4150,  12450, 
24900  and  29060  respectively? 

6.  Express  %  of  62  rods,  2  yards,  2  feet,  and  3  inches  as  the  decimal  fraction  of  2  milea 
ft.  Oxygen  gas  is  f  of  1  per  cenL  of  the  weight  of  an  equal  volume  of  water.    How  many 

gallons  of  oxygen  would  it  take  to  weigh  as  much  as  a  pint  of  water 

7.  A  man  would  lose  17H  per  cent,  by  selling  a  house  for  ^775.    What  price  must  he 

receive  in  order  to  gain  16  per  cent  ? 

8.  How  much  money  must  be  invested  in  4  per  cent,  stock  at  92  in  order  to  secure  an 

income  of  |244? 

9.  What  must  be  the  face  of  a  note  payable  in  76  days,  which  when  discounted  at  the 

First  National  Bank  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  will  yield  ^96?    Rate  of  discount  4  per 
cent? 
10.  If  a  man  travel  2H  miles  in  6^4  minutes,  how  many  miles  will  he  travel  in  60  minutes. 
How  long  will  it  take  him  to  travel  60  miles? 

Grammar 

"  He  thought  it  equitable  that  those  parts  of  the  empire  which  had  benefited  most  by 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  should  contribute  something  to  the  expenses  of  the  peace,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  of  the  constitutional  right  vested  in  Parliament,  to  raise  the  contribution." 

—Junius. 

"This  is  a  historical  question,  and  one  the  answer  to  which  must  be  sought  in  the 
same  ways  as  the  solution  of  any  other  historical  problem." 

— T.  H.  UUXLKT. 

1.  Analyze,  by  any  method  familiar  to  you,  the  first  sentence. 

2.  Parse  tchich  and  tt»Ud  in  the  first  sentence. 

t.  Select  from  the  second  sentence  a  word,  a  phrase,  and  a  clause,  used  adjectlvely;  and 

a  phrase  and  a  clause,  used  adverbially. 
4.  (o)  Give  the  syntax  of  the  following  words  in  the  second  sentence:  one,  answer, 

solution,    ill)  Explain  the  double  use  of  uhich  and  of  as,  in  the  second  sentence. 

6.  Give  the  principal  parts  of  the  following  verbs:  He  (to  recline),  lay,  sit,  set,  ought. 

8.  Give  a  synopsis  of  the  verb  see  in  the  first  person,  singular  number,  passive  voice, 
indicative  and  potential  modes. 

7.  Give  the  plural  of  the  following  nouns:    hero,  solo,  axis,  fife,  loaf. 
I.  Cknnpart  the  adjectives  UsttLsA  latter. 

18 
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9.  Correct  the  followlns  lentencee: 

She  come  home  quick  but  did  not  find  nobody  there. 
Mary  or  James  are  to  carry  them  bookt. 

10.  Write  one  eentence  contamins  a  conjunctiye  adverb  and  an  adyerb  of  place. 


Oeography 


L  Define  a  Limited  Monarchy,  and  name  one  in  Aaia. 

2.  Name  in  order  of  else  the  three  largest  cities  of  New  York,  and  particularly  describe 

the  last— as  to  natural  adyantaces. 
t.  What  is  meant  by  the  earth's  orbit?    Give  the  approximate  distance  of  the  earth 

from  the  sun. 
4.  Define:    (a)  RiTer  System;  (fr)  River  Basin;  (e)  Delta;  (d)  Canon;  (e)  Right  Bank, 
fi.  What  is  the  title  of  the  head  of  the  goyemment  in  France  T    Prussia  T    Japan  T    Rus* 

sia?    Turkey? 
ft.  Bound  Venezuela.    What  is  (a)  the  climate,  {Jb)  the  government,  (c)  greatest  river,  (tf) 

capital,  of  Venezuela? 

7.  Mention  the  largest  river  of  Europe  and  the  body  of  water  into  which  it  fiows. 

8.  Through  what  waters  would  you  pass  in  going  from  Duluth  to  Detroit? 

9.  Locate  the  following  mountains:    Sierra  Nevada;  Ural;  Atlas;  Osark;  Appennines. 
10.  Mention  one  of  the  United  States  noted  for  wheat,  one  for  wine,  one  for  cotton,  one 

for  stock-raising,  one  for  sugar. 

Second  Dat 
Arithmetic 

L  What  principal  will  amount  to  |1548.82  in  3  years  at  6  per  cent,  interest  compounded 

annually? 
2.  A  broker  receives  $6,160  to  invest  in  cotton  at  lOH  cents  per  pound.    His  commission 

is  2H  per  cent.;  how  many  pounds  of  cotton  can  he  buy? 
t.  At  what  rate  per  cenL  will  a  sum  double  itself  in  13  years  and  4  months? 
4.  If  a  train  travels  704  inches  in  a  second,  how  many  miles  does  it  travel  in  19  minutes 

and  80  seconds? 
B.  The  capacity  of  a  tank  is  18  cu.  ft,  432  cu.  in.;  how  many  gallons  of  water  will  it 

hold,  and  how  many  tons,  reckoning  231  cu.  in.  to  the  gallon  and  82V&  pounds  to  a 

cu.  ft  of  water. 
ft.  If  tne  dividend  is 9^  of  21^  and  the  quotient  is*,'  of  6H  what  is  the  divisor? 

7.  Express  9  sq.  yds.,  97.2  sq.  in.  as  a  decimal  fraction  of  a  square  rod. 

8.  Divide  61  days,  16  hours  by  4  hours.    What  is  the  period  of  time  that  is  contained  in  61 

di^s  and  16  hours,  4  times? 

9.  Simplify  ^-:f|+^-  H  ot  29^. 

10.  In  the  number  1028.046  how  many  times  greater  value  has  the  2  than  the  4,  and  how 

many  times  less  the  b  than  the  1?    Express  in  Roman  characters  1899  and  1890. 
Write  in  words  2071.003601. 

Orammar 

(1)  "Flag  of  the  heroes  who  left  us  their  glory. 

(2)  Borne  through  our  battlefleld's  thunder  and  flame 
(8)  Blasoned  in  song  and  illumined  in  story, 

(4)  Wave  o'er  us  all  who  inherit  their  fame." 

— HOLMBS. 

(1)  "  If  I  presumed  to  say  that  it  was  I  who  thus  inspired  you  with  a  spirit  worthy  of 

(2)  your  ancestors,  there  is  not  a  man  present  who  might  not  properly  rebuke  me." 

-DgMOSTHSim. 
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1.  Analyze,  by  any  method  familiar  to  yon,  the  flnt  leleetlon. 
1  Parse  our  (2)  and  wav  (4). 

5.  Select  from  the  first  four  lines,  a  participle,  a  relatiTS  pronoun,  a  recular  Terb,  and 
an  irregular  yerb. 

4.  Classify  the  clauses  in  the  second  selection,  and,  when  they  are  subordinate,  explain 
Uieir  grammatical  dependence. 

6.  (a)  GiTe  the  syntax  of  the  following  words  in  the  second  selection:  /(I),  your  (%) 
man  (2).  (b)  Explain  the  use  of  the  following  words  in  the  second  selection:  Aof 
a)  and  worthy  (2). 

6.  GiTe  the  principal  parts  of  the  following  verbs :  b4,Jlyt  may,/aU,/ttt,  (to  cot  down). 

7.  Decline  the  relative  pronouns  toko  snd  tohiek. 

8.  Compare  the  adverbs  well  snd  tnor: 

9.  Correct  the  following  sentence: 

(  I  hain't  got  no  pencil,  so  give  me  yourn  quick. 

!  10.  Write  09M  sentence  containing  an  adjective  phrase  and  an  adverbial  phrase. 


I 


Geography 


L  What  causes  the  change  of  Seasons?   Mention  five  charaoteristic  productions  of  the 

North  Temperate  Zone. 
2.  Represent,  by  a  diagram,  the  relative  positions  of  the  tropics  and  polar  circles,  giving 

latitude  of  each.    What  determines  the  location  of  these  circles? 
8.  liocate  the  following  islands:     Isle  of  Man;  Ceylon;  Tasmania,  HawiaiL     What  is 

the  government  of  the  last? 
4.  Compare  the  latitude  and  products  of  Southern  France  and  Northern  New  York. 
B.  Through  what  waters  would  you  sail  in  going  by  the  shortest  route  from  London  to 

Bombay? 
8.  How  many  States  in  the  United  States?    Mention  in  order,  giving  the  capitals,  thoss 

that  border  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexica 

7.  Mention  the  largest  city  and  the  largest  river  in  Australia. 

8.  Mention  all  tho  points  at  which  the  waters  of  interior  New  York  reach  tbe  Atlantic 

Ocean. 
8.  What  is  the  form  of  government  in  Brazil?    Greece?    Slam?    Belgium?    Roumania? 
10.  Locate  (a)  Mount  Etna;  (b)  Desert  of  Gobi;  (c)  Yukon  River;  (d)  Cape  Fintsterre; 

(e)  Malacca  Strait 
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EEPORT  OF    PROFESSOE   ALBERT    S.   BICKMORE 

Hon.    Charles    R.    Skinnbr,    State    Superintendent    of   Public 
Instruction: 

Sir. —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  present  year  in  relation  to  the  instruction  provided  for  by  chap- 
ter 6  of  the  Laws  of  1893,  and  chapter  362  of  the  Laws  of  1805. 

My  last  report  was  dated  December,  1^95,  and  hence  this 
one,  prepared  in  September,  1896,  covers  only  nine  months,  and 
can  not  include,  as  our  previous  statements  have  done,  a  detailed 
account  of  our  Autumn  Course  of  Lectures  to  Teachers,  to  be 
given  at  the  Museum,  under  your  auspices,  which  will  begin  Octo- 
ber 3  and  close  December  5,  1896. 

Chapter  362  of  the  Laws  of  1895,  which  is  printed  in  full  on  page 
373  of  your  Forty-second  Report  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1895, 
provided  the  sum  of  |25,000  for  the  purpose  of  extending  our  lec- 
tures to  each  city  and  village  of  the  State  that  had  a  superintendent 
of  free  common  schools.  As  also  stated  in  my  last  report,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  said  Superintendents,  held  in  Albany,  on  the  10th  of 
May,  the  whole  matter  of  aiding  me  in  choosing  the  topics  for  the 
lectures,  selecting  the  slides  to  illustrate  each  subject,  and  other 
similar  details,  was  referred,  with  power,  to  a  "  Permanent  Com- 
mittee of  Advice." 

This  committee  promptly  met  in  our  city,  and  advised  you  of  its 
action  in  the  following  letter: 

New  York,  May  22,  1895. 

Hon.    Charles    R.    Skinner,    State    Superintendent    of   Public 
Instruction: 

Dear  Sir. —  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  School  Superin- 
tendents of  the  State  of  New  York,  held  in  response  to  your  invi- 
tation at  Albany,  on  May  10, 1805,  the  undersigned  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  represent  the  Council  in  preparing  recommenda- 
tions for  the  expenditure  of  the  fund  provided  by  chapter  362  of 
the  Laws  of  1895.  In  accordance  with  the  above  wishes  of  the 
Council,  we  respectfully  recommend,  first,  that  the  following  be 
the  subjects  for  the  first  year: 
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NEW  YORK  STATE 

Manhattan  Island  and  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson. 
The  Catskills  and  the  Adirondacks. 
The  Lakes  of  Central  New  York  and  the  Erie  Canal. 
Niagara  Falls. 

We  recommend^  second,  that  the  typical  equipment  of  lantern, 
cylinders,  screen  and  other  apparatus  used  by  Professor  Bickmore, 
at  the  meeting  on  the  10th,  be  adopted,  and  one  such  set  be  furnished 
to  each  place  where  there  is  a  superintendent  of  free  common 
schools,  except  to  New  York  city,  and  that  said  city,  on  account 
of  the  great  number  of  its  public  schools,  be  allowed  two  sets. 

We  recommend,  thirdly,  that  Professor  Albert  S.  Bickmore  be 
authorized  by  you  to  procure  the  necessary  slides  and  apparatus 
above  suggested,  and  to  arrange  for  instruction  to  be  given  in  the 
management  of  such  outfit. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHAS.  W.  COLE. 
CHART  ES  E.  GORTON. 
JAMES  GODWIN. 

Your  approval  of  these  recommendations  was  received  on  May 
28,  and  I  immediately  proceeded  to  carry  out  its  authorization. 

The  following  apparatus  was  supplied  to  »37  Superintendents  of 
cities  and  29  Superintendents  of  villages  by  Charles  Beseler,  who, 
as  the  order  for  the  whole  was  given  at  cne  time,  agreed  to 
supply  the  same  at  prices  which  are  33  per  c(»nt.  below  his  adver- 
tised rates. 

One  single  stereopticon  and  carrying  case,  one  pair  gas  regulat- 
ors, one  gauge,  eight  feet  rubber  tubing,  one  cylinder  key.  one  lime 
pincers,  six  selected  limes. 

One  screen  12  x  10  feet  on  spring  roller,  and  furnished  with 
100  feet  of  special  rope,  pulleys  and  screw-eyes. 

One  steel  cylinder  containing  25  feet  of  hydrogen  gas. 

One  steel  cylinder  containing  25  feet  of  oxygen  gas. 

He  also  agreed  to  do  any  needed  repairs  on  these  lanterns  at  25 
per  cent,  less  than  the  usual  price  for  such  labor. 

During  the  past  summer  we  have  met  with  a  serious  loss  in  the 
•sudden  death  of  Mr.  Beseler.  He  was  a  faithful  and  ingenious 
constructor  of  the  kind  of  illustrative  apparatus  we  use  in  giving 
our  lectures  and  in  their  repetition,  and  his  place  will  be  one  long 
left  vacant. 

My  last  report  mentions,  on  page  375,  that  the  Museum,  without 
any  additional  expense  to  the  Department  or  this  fund,  provided  a 
isnitable  room  where  the  Superintendents  could  be  instructed  In 
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the  use  of  their  lanterns,  and  I  issued  an  invitation  to  each  one  to 
call  and  learn  to  manipulate  the  above  apparatus  by  personal  ex- 
perience. As  a  few  Superintendents  could  not  come  to  the  .Mu- 
seum, I  secured  a  room  at  Newburgh  during  the  session  of  the  Coun- 
cil there  last  October,  and  our  photographer  gave  the  necessary 
instruction. 

I  also  delivered  a  lecture  upon  Niagara  Falls  before  the  Council, 
who  passed  the  resolution  of  thanks  recorded  on  page  1138  of  the 
State  Superintendent's  last  report. 

The  Superintendents  having  received  their  lanterns  and  having 
been  instructed  in  their  use,  we  proceeded  to  prepare  and  forward 
the  slides  of  the  four  lectures  desired  in  the  foregoing  letter  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Council^  as  follows: 

A  list  of  the  atereoptlcon  slides  used  by  Prof.  Albert  S.  Blckmore.  in  his  lecture, 
No.  1S4.  to  the  teachers  of  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  upon  ManhatUn  island 
and  highlands  of  the  Hudson,  at  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Central 
Park,  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  October 
19  and  26,  189S. 

NOTE.— AuthorlUes  to  be  consulted:  King,  Handbook  of  New  York  City;  Rand, 
McNally  &  Co.,  Hudson  River  Guide  by  Ingersoll;  Dana,  Manual  of  Geology,  4th  edit; 
Geikie,  Physical  Geography;  Prye,  Primary  and  Complete  Geographies;  "  Science," 
Vol.  I;  Henschel,  The  Greater  New  York;  Reclus.  The  Earth  and  its  Inhabitants;  Brit. 
Bncyc.  articles  "  New  York  City  "  and  "  New  York  SUte,"  Vol.  XVII,  p.  460. 

Subject.  Negative  made  by,  and  Authority. 

1.  Mai>— The  World C.  W.  Brlggs Geikie,  Phys.  Geog..  pi.  i. 

2.  Relief  Map  of  North  America  (colored).... C.  W.  Briggs. ...Frye,  Prim.  Geog.,  p.  2. 
8.  Relief  Map  of  Eastern  half  of  United  States  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy....Frye,  Comp. 

Geog.,  p.  35. 
4.  Depths  and  Temperatures  of  N.  W.   Atlantic  (colored) L.  C.   Laudy.... Science, 

Vol.  I,  1883,  p.  667. 
6.  Old  Bed  of  Hudson  River  (colored) C.  W.  Briggs.... Dana,  Geol.,  4(h  edit.,  p.  2U. 

6.  Map  of  Greater  New  York   (<x>lored)....Ii.   C.    LAudy.... Redrawn  from  Henschel, 

Greater  New  York. 

7.  Arriving  In  New  York  Bay Mytlnger....From  nature. 

8.  S.  S.  "Paris"  of  American  Line A.  Loelfler From  nature. 

9.  Beach  Scene,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

10.  New  York  Harbor. ...Van  Altena....From  nature. 

11.  Liberty  Statue,  sunset  (colored).... S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

12.  Liberty  Statue,  by  moonlight  (colored) S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

13.  Caravel  "  Santa  Maria"  under  full  sail W.  H.  Rau.. ..From  nature. 

14.  U.  S.  Man-of-War  "Boston" H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

16.  Yacht  "  Defender  "—Race  of  Sept.  12.  1S95 Van  Altena From  nature. 

16.  Excursion  Steamboat  with  crowd H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

17.  New  York  City  from  Cortlandt  SL  Ferry H.  Sidman From  nature. 

18.  New  buildings  In  lower  Broadway H.  Sidman.... From  nature. 

19.  Wall   Street.. ..W.    H.    Rau From   nature. 

20.  U.  S.  Sub-Treasury,  Wall  Street. ...L.  C.  Laudy.... From  nature. 

21.  Post  Office,  New  York  City W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

22.  Shipping  on  East  River. ...H.  Sidman From  nature. 

28.  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Bridge. ...C.  C.  Langlll....From  nature. 

24.  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Bridge— the  Promenade.... A.  Loeffler. . . .From  nature. 
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2a  Brooklsm— Girls'  High  School Van  AlteDa....From  nature. 

26.  Brooklyn— Boys'  High  School Van  Altena From  nature. 

27.  City  Hall  Square.  New  York  City Van  Altena. ...From  nature. 

28.  Fire  Scene,  Union  Square  (colored) C.  C.  Langill From  nature. 

29.  Broadway  and  Worth  Monument W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

30.  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral H.  Sidman From  nature. 

31.  Old  and  new  school  buildings.  West  S2d  Street Van  Altena — From  nature. 

32.  Normal  College,  New  York  City Van  Altena From  nature. 

33.  Central  Park— Playing  Ball  (colored) H.  J.   Newton From  nature. 

34.  Central  Park— Skating  on  Lake C.  C.  Langill From  nature. 

36.  Central  Park— Feeding  Swans H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

36.  Central  Park — the  Camel Van  Altena.... From  nature. 

87.  Central  Park— Sheep  on  '*  The  Green  "....H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

38.  Central  Park— Statue  of  Scott.... H.  J.  Newton.... From  nature. 

39.  Central  Park— Bethesda  Fountain.... H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

40.  Central  Park— Lake  and  Bow  Bridge.... H.  J.  Newton.... From  nature. 

41.  Central  Park— American  Museum  of  Natural  History L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

41a.  Audience  at  Public  Lecture.  January  Ist,  1896.... Pach  Bros From  nature. 

4B.  Central  Park— Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art. ...Van  Altena. ...From  nature. 

43.  Lenox  Library Van  Altena From  nature. 

44.  Obelisk,  Central  Park....L.  C.  Laudy.. ..From  nature. 

45.  Columbus  Monument,  59th  Street  and  8th  Avenue.  ...H.  Sidman...  .From  nature. 

46.  Gen.  Grant's  Tomi),  Clarcmont.  ...Van  Altena From  nature. 

47.  Curve  of  Elevated  Railroad.  110th  Street. ...Van  Altena.... From  nature. 

48.  Harlem  River  and  Washington  Bridge — W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

49.  Palisades L.   C.   Laudy Fronl  nature. 

60.  Palisades.... L.  C.   Laudy From  nature. 

6L  Sunnyside — Home  of  Irving. ...C.  W.  Brigg8....From  nature. 

62.  Tarry  town— Andre  Monument. ..  .D.  L.  Elmendorf From  nature. 

63.  Tarrytown— Old  Sleepy  Hollow  Church D.  L.  Elmendorf.  ...l^Yom  nature. 

64.  Tarrytown — Grave  of  Washington  Irving L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

&4a.  Shore  of  the  Hudson,  near  Nyack H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

Sib.  Hook  Mountain,  Nyack H.  J.  Newton From  nature. 

56.  Map:  North  America— Close  of  Archaean   Time  (colored) C.   W.    Brigga Dana. 

Geol..  4th  edit.,  p.  443. 
66.  Map — Limestone  Areas  In  Highlands C.  W.  Briggs...  .Dana,  Geol.,  4th  edit,  p.  629. 

57.  Entrance  to  Highlands  from  Peeksklll....T.  C.  Roche. ...From  nature. 

68.  Railroad  Cut  at  Garrisons  (colored) T.  C.  Roche. ..  .From  nature. 

69.  Peekskill— State  Camp Van  Altena. ..  .From  nature. 

60.  Peekskill— State  Camp,  Skirmish  Drfll C.  C.  Langill From  nature. 

61.  West  Point C.  W.   Brlggs — From  nature. 

62.  West  Point— Ruins  of  Ft.  Putnam T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

63.  West  Point— Revolutionary  Chain J.   Ricalton From  nature. 

64.  West  Point— Battle  Monument J.  Ricalton From  nature. 

65.  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain T.  C.  Roche — From  nature. 

66.  Storm  King  Mountain  (colored) S.  R.  Stoddard. ..  .From  nature. 

67.  Newburgh— Washington's  Headquarters H.    Sidman From   nature. 

88.  Kingston— Old  Senate  House D.  L.  Elmendorf From  nature. 

69.  Highlands— north  from  Ft   Putnam C.  W.   Brlggs From  nature. 

FLOWERS 

70.  Golden  Rod C.  Van  Brunt From  nature. 

7L  Wild  Orange-red  Llly,...C.  Van  Brunt.. ..From  nature. 

72.  Fringed  Gentian. ..  .C.  Van  Brunt From  nature. 

Sixty  uncolored  views;  12  colored  views:  3  <x>lored  flowers ;^  wooden  slide  box;  manu- 
script lecture. 
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List  of  the  Btereopticon  sUdea  in  lecture  No.  186.  upon  the  Catskllla  and  the  Adlron- 
dacks,  glTen  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  NoYem- 
ber  2  and  9,  1895. 

NOTE.— Principal  autboritlee  to  be  consulted:  Dana.  Manual  of  Geology.  4th  edit 
and  3d  edit;  Ouyot  in  American  Journal  of  Science,  Vol.  XIX;  Catskills,  Van  Loan's 
Guide,  and  Rand,  McNally  &  Co.'s  Guide;  Lake  George,  Taintor's  Guide  and  Stoddard's 
Guide;  Adirondacks,  State  Reports  on  Adirondack  Surrey.  ColYim.  and  Stoddard's  Guide; 
Picturesque  Catskills,  de  Lisser. 

Subject,  Negative  made  by,  and  Authority. 

1.  Map;  North  America— Close  of  Archaean  Time  (colored).... C.  W.  Briggs — Dana, 

Geol..  4th  edit.  p.  443. 

2.  Map;  North  America— Opening  of  Upper  Silurian  (colored).... C.  W.  Briggs. ...Dana, 

Geol.,  4th  edit,  p.  S36. 
8.  Map;  North  America— Commencement  of  (}arbonic  Era  (colored).... C.  W.  Br^gs. .... 

Dana,  Geol.,  4th  edit,  p.  633. 
4h  Map;  North  America— After  Appalachian  RcYOlution  (colored) C.   W.   Briggs.... 

Dana,  Geol.,  4th  edit,  p.  735. 

5.  Map;  Direction  of  principal  ranges  of  Appalachian  ChaA  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy 

....Guyot,  Am.  Jour.  Sci.,  Vol.  XIX,  '80,  pi.  xx. 

6.  Map  of  Catskill  Mountains  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy.... Guyot,  Am.  Jour.  Sci.,  Vol. 

XIX,   '80,   pi.   xlx. 

7.  Poughkeepsie  bridge James  Ricalton....From  nature. 

8.  Vassar  College James  Ricalton From  nature. 

9.  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Terminus,  Rendout. ...James  Ricalton.... From  nature. 

10.  Rosendale— Water- lime  Quarries L.  C.  Laudy.... From  nature. 

11.  Lake  Mohonk. ...L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

12.  Lake  Mohonk H.  B.  Vanderveer From  nature. 

13.  CatskMl  Mountains— Otis  Elevating  Railway J.  LoefDer. ...From  nature. 

14.  Old  Mountain  House,  from  North  Mountain T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

15.  Kaaterskill  Clove— winter.... T.  C.  Roche. ...From  nature. 

16.  View  from  Mount  Vly,  looking  N.  E Hamilton.... From  nature. 

17.  Haines  Falls James  Ricalton.... From  nature. 

18.  Fawn's  Leap.. ..James  Ricalton.... From  nature. 

19.  Kaaterskill  Falls— winter. ...T.  C.  Roche. ...From  nature.  -^ 

20.  Kaaterskill  Falls— winter — T.  C.  Roche.... From  nature. 

21.  Kaaterskill  Falls— winter. .. .T.  C.  Roche. ...From  nature. 

22.  Kaaterskill  Falls— winter — T.  C.  Roche. ...From  nature. 

23.  Lake  near  Old  Mountain  House  (colored).... J.  LoefDer From  nature. 

24.  Winnisook  Lake,  from  Dam — S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 
257  View  from  Mount  Vly  (colored) Hamilton.... From  nature. 

26.  Mountain  Road  in  the  Catakills S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

27.  Devasego  Falls,  Schoharie  River — Hamilton.... From  nature. 

28.  Schoharie  River— Devasego  Ravine,  from  top  of  Falls.... Hamilton From  nature. 

29.  Buttermilk  Falls.  West  Kill  River. ...Hamilton From  nature. 

30.  Deep  Hollow  Notch,  West  Kill  River.... Hamilton From  nature. 

31.  Saratoga  Springs— Congress  Park — James  Ricalton.... From  nature. 

32.  Saratoga  Springs— Congress  Park....L.  C.  Laudy.... From  nature. 

33.  Bloody  Pond,  near  Lake  George S.  R.  Stoddard. ...From  nature. 

34.  C>aldwell,  Lake  George S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

35.  Caldwell,  from  Ft  William  Henry  Hotel S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

36.  Lake  George— Recluse  Island D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

37.  Lake  George— the  Narrows  from  Shelving  Rock S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

88.  Lake    George— Elephant   Mountain,    from    Harbor   Island.... T.    C.    Roche.. ..From 

nature. 
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59.  Lake  George— Paradise  Bay....!!.  B.  Vanderreer. ...From  nature. 

40.  Liake  George— Paradise  Bay S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

41.  Lake  George— Phantom  Island H.  B.  Vanderveer. ...From  nature. 

42.  Lake  George— Canoe  Camp S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

48.  Fort  Ticonderoga....L.  B.  Walker From  nature. 

44.  Crown  Point  Ruins.. ..S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

46.  Palisades,  Lake  Ckamplain S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

46.  Singing  Sands,  Lake  Champlain S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

46a.  Map— Adirondack  Park  (colored).... L.   C.  Laudy....From  Report  of  N.   T.   State 
Forest  Com. 

47.  Ifap— Adirondack  Mountains  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy Taintor's  Guide. 

48.  View  from  St  Regis  Mountain  (colored) S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

49.  Lake  Tear  of  the  Clouds. ...S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

60.  Clear  Lake,  from  Mt.  Jo. ...S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

61.  Indian  Pass,  south  from  Summit  Rock....S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

62.  In  Indian  Pass S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

68.  Upper  Au  Sable  Lake,  from  near  Outlet  (colored).... S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 
64.  Lower  Au  Sable  Lake  (colored) ... .S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 
66.  Raquette  River  at  Sweeney  Carry. ...S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

66.  Successful  Hunters S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

67.  An  Adirondack  Cabin.... S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

68.  Hotel  Ampersand S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

69.  Avalanche  Lake. ...S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

60.  Mirror  Lake,  from  Hotel H.  B.  Vanderveer From  nature. 

61.  Rainbow  Falls,  Au  Sable  Chasm S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

62.  Jacob's  Well,  Au  Sable  Chasm S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

63.  Table  Rock,  Au  Sable  Chasm.... S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

64.  Grand  Flume.  Au  Sable  Chasm S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

66.  Snow-shoeing  on  Saranac  Lake S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

66.  Wood  Choppers S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

67.  Logs  by  Adirondack  Stream S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

68.  Log  Jam S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

69.  Drowned  Lands  of  Lower  Raquette S.  R.  Stoddard.... From  nature. 

70.  Track  of  the  Charcoal  Burners.... S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

71.  Charcoal  Kilns.... S.  R.  Stoddard From  nature. 

72.  The  Jessup  Collection  of  North  American  Woods  in  Museum  of  Natural  History, 

Central  Park. ...L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

Sixty  uncolored  views;  13  colored  views;  wooden  slide  box;  manuscript  lecture. 

List  of  the  stereopticon  slides  in  lecture  No.  186,  upon  the  lakes  ofCentral  New  York 
and  the  Erie  Canal,  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  November  16  and  23,  1895. 

NOTE.— Authorities  to  be  consulted:  Dana,  Geology.  4th  edit;  Journal  (Geological 
Society,  London,  Vol.  XLVI;  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Third  Report;  American  Journal 
of  Science,  Vol.  XL;  Greenland  Ice  Fields.  Wright;  British  Encyclopedia.  Vol.  XII. 

Subject,  Negative  made  by,  and  Authority. 

L  Map— North  America  in  Cretaceous  Period  (colored) — C.  W.  Briggs Dana,  Geol., 

4th  edit.  p.  813. 
2.  Geological  Map  of  North  America  (colored) C.  W.  Briggs.... Dana,  (}eol.,  4th  edit, 

p.  412. 
8.  Geological  Map  of  New  York  and  Canada  (colored).... C.  W.  Briggs.... Dana,  Geol.. 

8d  edit,  p.  165. 
4.  Ideal  section  of  Paleozoic  Rocks,  New  York....C.  W.  Briggs.... Dana,  Geol.,  4th  edit, 

p.  468. 
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6.  Longitudinal  lectlon  of  Great  Lakes  (colored).... C.  W.  Brlsgf....Dana,  QeoL,  4th 

edit,  p.  201. 
8.  Map— Preglaclal  drainage  In  Basin  of  the  lower  Great  Lakes,  by  Spencer  (colored) 
....L.  C.  Laud7....Jour.  Geol.  See.  Lond.,  Vol.  XLVI,  pp.  528-533. 

7.  Map— North  America,  Glacial  and  Champlaln  Period  (colored) — C.  W.  Brlggs.... 

Dana,  Geol.,  4th  edit,  p.  944. 

8.  Map  of  Terminal  Moraine  of  Second  Glacial  Epoch.  New  York  State  (colored)  — 

L.  C.  Laudy U.  S.  Geol.  Sunr.,  Third  Report,  p.  346. 

9.  Map— Lake  Iroquois  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy.... Am.  Jour.  Scl.,  VoL  XL,  pp.  448-46L 
9a.  Recession  of  North  American  Ice  Sheet  (colored>. . . . Van  Altena. ..  .Wright,  Green- 
land Ice  Fields,  p.  353. 

10.  Map— Lake  Champlaln  (colored) C.  W.  Briggs Dana,  (}eol.,  4th  edit.,  p.  982. 

IL  Shore  of  Lake  OnUrlo,  Griffin  Bay,  N.  Y U.  S.  Gtool.  SurT....From  nature. 

12.  Shore  of  Lake  Iroquois,  near  Constantla,  N.  Y U.  S.  Geol.  Surv — From  nature. 

13.  Albany— City  Hall....D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

14.  Albany— the  Capitol James  Ricalton....From  nature. 

15.  Albany— the  Senate  Chamber. ...James  Ricalton....From  nature. 

16.  Albany— the  Assembly  Chamber.... James  RicaIton....From  nature. 

17.  Rock  showing  glacial  action,  Antwerp,  N.  Y. ...L.  C.  Laudy.... From  nature. 

18.  Trenton  Falls James  Rical ton.... From  nature. 

19.  Little  Falls,  N.  Y. ...James  Ricalton From  nature. 

20.  Map— Canal  System  of  New  York  State  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy.... Swlnton,  Gram. 

Sch.  Geog.,  p.  35. 

21.  Hop  City,  near  Ck>operstown,  N.  Y. ...Miss  M.  E.  Martin From  nature. 

22.  Lamb,  near  Cooperstown,  N.  Y Miss  M.  E.  Martin... .From  nature. 

23.  Flowers  of  the  Hop  Vine L.  C.  Laudy.... Brit  Encyc,  Vol.  XII,  p.  156. 

24.  Hop  Vine. ...Miss  M.  E.  Martin.... From  nature. 

25.  Hop  Culture,  near  Cooperstown,  N.  Y Miss  M.  E.  Martin From  nature. 

26.  Hop  Culture,  near  Cooperstown,  N.  Y Miss  M.  E.  Mar  tin....  From  nature. 

27.  Hop  Culture,  near  Cooperstown.  N.  Y Miss  M.  E.  Martin From  nature. 

28.  Hop  Culture,  near  Cooperstown,  N.  Y Miss  M.  E.  Martin From  nature. 

29.  Erie  Canal,  Utica.  N.  Y James  Ricalton From  nature. 

30.  Genesee  Street.  Utlca,  N.  Y.... James  Ricalton From  nature. 

31.  Syracuse,  N.  Y.— Erie  Canal James  Ricalton From  nature. 

32.  Syracuse,  N.  Y.— Erie  Canal,  Salt  Blocks L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

33.  Syracuse,  N.  Y.— Salt  Works.... L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

34.  Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Salt  Works L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

85.  Plffard,  N.  Y.— Salt  Works H.  G.  Piffard From  nature. 

36.  Plffard,  N.  Y.— Salt  Works H.  G.  Plffard From  nature. 

87.  Cornell  University  and  Lake  Cayuga E.  D.  Evans From  nature. 

38.  Falls  at  Ithaca T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

39.  Taughannock  Glen  and  Cayuga  Lake. ...D.  L.  Elmendorf From  nature. 

40.  Taughannock  Falls.... T.  C.  Roche.... From  nature. 

41.  Havana  Glen— Eagle  Cliff  Fall L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

42.  Havana  Glen— Eagle  Cliff  Fall— winter. ...W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

43.  Havana  Glen— Bridal  Veil  Fall....L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

44.  Havana  Glen— Curtain  Cascade L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

45.  Havana  Glen— near  Indian  Oven L.  B.  Walker. ...From  nature. 

46.  Enfield  Falls  (colored).... W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

47.  Watkin's  Glen— Ice  Formation W.  H.  Rau F*rom  nature. 

48.  Watkin's  Glen— Rainbow  Falls  and  Triple  Cascade L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

49.  Watkin's  Glen— Central   SUlrcase   and    Mammoth    Gorge L.    E.    Walker.... From 

nature. 

50.  Watkin's  Glen— Cavern  Cascade,  frozen W.  H.  Rau From  nature. 

51.  Watkin's  Glen— Artist's  Dream — L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

62.  Hector  Falls— winter. ...W.  H.  Rau.... From  nature. 
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5S.  State  Fish  Hatchery*  Caledonia,  N.  Y L.  C.  Laudy From  nature. 

64.  Seth  Oreen  stripping  a  Lake  Trout L.  C.  Laudy — From  nature. 

66.  Portage  Bridge  and  Fountain  View  (colored) L.  B.  Walker. ...From  nature. 

66.  Fall  of  the  Geneeee.  Portage L.  E.  Walker — From  nature. 

67.  Upper  Fall  of  the  Genesee,  Rochester.... James  Rlcalton — From  nature. 

68.  Lower  Fall  of  the  Genesee,  Rochester James  Rlcalton — From  nature. 

68a.  Lockport— Locks  of  Erie  Canal James  Rlcalton From  nature. 

685.  Lockport — Locks  of  Erie  Canal.... James  Rlcalton From  nature. 

69.  Port  Jervis,  from  Mt.  Peter. ...L.  B.  Walker From  nature. 

(K).  Port  Jervis— Monument  near  the  Tri-states  Rock Hensel From  nature. 

O.  Delaware  River  near  Callicoon L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

62.  Blnghamton,  from  Prospect  Point L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

63.  Tank  City  near  Glean,  N.  Y L.  C.  Laudy.. ..From  nature. 

64.  "Rock  City,"  Salamanca L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

66.  Chautauqua  Lake L.  B.  Walker From  nature. 

66.  Chautauqua  Lake....L.  E.  Walker.... From  nature. 

67.  Chautauqua— Model  of  Palestine L.  E.  Walker From  nature. 

68.  Chautauqua— Grove  near  Landing. ...L.  B.  Walker From  nature. 

69.  Buffalo— inside  Breakwater James  Rlcalton From  nature. 

70.  Buffalo— Grain  Elevator I.  P.  Bishop From  nature. 

71.  Canal  Boats,  south  end  New  York  City Van  Altena From  nature. 

72.  Geological   Hall,   American    Museum   of   Natural    History L.    C.    Laudy From 

nature. 
Sixty-two  plain  views;  13  colored  views;  wooden  slide  box;  manuscript  lecture. 

List  of  the  stereopticon  slides  In  lecture  187,  upon  Niagara  Falls,  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  November  30  and  December  7, 
1895. 

NOTE. — Principal  authorities  to  be  consulted  on  Geography  and  Geology:  Dana, 
Manual  of  Geology,  4th  edit.;  Lyell,  Principles  of  Geology,  Vol.  I,  p.  358,  and  First  Visit, 
Vol.  I,  p.  30;  Le  Conte,  Geology,  p.  13;  Geikie.  Geology,  p.  377,  Natural  History  of  New 
York  State,  Vol.  IV,  Geology,  Hall,  p.  386;  Haughton,  Physical  Geography;  Brit.  Encyc 
ArUcles,  "  St.  Lawrence,"  Vol.  XXI,  and  "  Niagara,"  Vol.  XVII;  Nature,  Vol.  XXXI^ 
p.  229;  Elis6e  Reclus,  The  Earth  and  its  Inhabitants,  North  America,  Vol.  Ill,  The 
United  States,  p.  149;  Niagara  Falls  and  their  History,  by  G.  K.  Gilbert,  National  Geo- 
graphic Monographs,  Vol.  I,  No.  7,  Sept..  1895. 

Authorities  to  be  consulted  on  Zo51ogy:  Riverside  Natural  History,  Vol.  on  Birds; 
Caasell's  Natural  History,  Vol.  on  Birds;  Chapman,  Hand  Book  of  American  Birds. 

Authorities  to  be  consulted  on  Botany:  Gray's  Manual  of  Northern  U.  S.;  Wild 
Flowers  and  how  to  know  them,  Mrs.  Wm.  Starr  Dana. 

Subject,  Negative  made  by.  and  Authority. 

1.  Relief  Map— North  America  (colored) — C.   W.   Briggs Haughton's  Phyi.   Oeog., 

p.  246. 

2.  Map— Watershed  of  St  Lawrence  River  (colored).... L.  C.  Laudy Brit,  Encyc,  Vol. 

XXI,  pi.  Iv. 

3.  Map— Niagara  River  (colored) L.  C.  Laudy Brit.  Encyc,  Vol.  XVII.  p.  472. 

4.  Bird's-eye  view  of  Niagara  River  (colored)  —  L.   C.   Laudy Lyell,    Princ    Geol., 

Vol.  I,  p.  868. 
6.  Railroad  Suspension  Bridge T.  C.  Roche — From  nature. 

6.  Sketch  of  Water-power  System — C.  W.  Briggs — From  Drawing  by  Dr.  F.  P.  Van 

Denbergh. 

7.  Rapids  from  new  Tower D.  L.  Elmendorf — From  nature. 

8.  Panorama  of  the  Falls  from  new  Tower.. ..D.  L.  Elmendorf From  na.ture. 

9.  General  view  from  Prospect  Point.... T.  C.  Roche.... From  nature. 


American  Museum  of  Natural  History  287 

10.  General  ylew  from  Prospect  Park....D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

11.  American  Fall  from  below— winter. ...H.  J.  Newton.... From  nature. 

12.  Recession  of  American  Fall L.  C.  Laudy.... Nature.  VoL  XXXII.  p.  229. 

13.  Looking  up  American  Rapids D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

14.  Looking  across  American  Rapids D.  L.  Elmendorf. ..  .From  nature. 

15.  American  Fall  from  Goat  Island  (colored) T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

16.  American  Fall  and  Luna  Island D.  L.  Elmendorf From  nature. 

17.  Road  on  Goat  Island— winter T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

18.  Ice  on  Trees— Goat  Island T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

19.  Ice  on  Trees— Luna  Island T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

20.  Ice  on  Trees— Luna  Island T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

21.  Ice  on  Trees— Luna  Island T.  C.  Roche. ..  .From  nature. 

22.  Old  Apple  Tree,  edge  of  American  Fall— winter T.  C.  Roche — From  nature. 

23.  .Hoar  Frost  on  Trees T.  C.  Roche From  nattire. 

24.  Ice  Formation- American  Pall T.  C.  Roche. ...From  nature. 

24a.  American  Fall  from  Luna  Island M.  S.  Lovell From  nature. 

246.  "  Cave  of  the  Winds" Bierstadt From  nature. 

25.  Horseshoe  Fall  from  Goat  Island T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

26.  Horseshoe  Fall  from  Goat  Island— winter T.  C.  Roche.... From  nature. 

27.  Horseshoe  Fall  and  Terrapin  Rock— July,  18S5  (colored) D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From 

nature. 

28.  Terrapin  Tower  from  Goat  Island— winter T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

29.  Horseshoe  Fall  from  Goat  Island— winter.... T.  C.  Roche.... From  nature. 

30.  Terrapin  Tower  from  Goat  Island- winter T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

81.  Recession  of  Canadian  Fall....L.  C.  Laudy Nature,  Vol.  XXXII,  p.  229. 

32.  Horseshoe  Fall  from  Goat  Island— winter T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

32a.  Canadian  Fall  from  Goat  Island,  1895 M.  S.  Lovell.... From  nature. 

33.  Sister  Islands  from  Goat  Island H.  B.  Vanderveer From  nature. 

34.  Bridge  between  Sister  Islands  (colored) T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

36.  Canadian  Rapids  from  Sister  Islands D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

36.  Canadian  Rapids  from  Sister  Islands D.  L.  Elmendorf.  ...From  nature. 

37.  Bridge  below  the  Falls T.  C.  Roche. ..  .From  nature. 

38.  Horseshoe  Falls— distant  storm T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

39.  General  view  of  the  Falls— storm  clearing T.  C.  Roche.. ..From  nature. 

40.  General  view  of  the  Falls— fa|r  weather T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

41.  Horseshoe  Fall — evening T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

42.  Horseshoe  Fall,  by  moon  light....  T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

43.  American  Fall  from  Canada  (colored) D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

43a.  American  Fall  from  Canada  side,  1895 Bierstadt From  nature. 

44.  American  Fall  from  Canada— winter. ...T.  C.  Roche... .From  nature. 

45.  Ice  Bridge — distant  view T.  C  Roche.. ..From  nature. 

46.  Ice  Bridge— near  view T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

47.  Horseshoe  Fall  from  Canada  side — summer. ...D.  L.  Elmendorf. ...From  nature. 

48.  Horseshoe  Fall  from  Canada  side— winter — T.  C.  Roche.... From  nature. 

48o.  Ideal  Section  at  middle  of  Canadian  Fall — L.  C.  Laudy Gilbert,  p.  213,  fig.  10. 

486.  Longitudinal  Section  of  Gorge,  with  diagram  of  western  wall L.   C.  Laudy 

Gilbert,  p.  235.  fig.  21. 

49.  Suspension  Bridge — prospective  view — T.  C.  Roche From  nature. 

60.  Looking  down  from  Suspension  Bridge — D.  L.  Elmendorf From  nature. 

51.  Detail  of  Bluff  In  Gorge D.  L.  Elmendorf — From  nature. 

62.  Geological  Section  of  Gorge  (colored).... L.   C.  Laudy.... Hall,  Nat.  Hist,  of  N.  Y., 
Vol.  IV,  p.  386. 

68.  Whirlpool  Rapids D.  L.  Elmendorf From  nature. 

64.  Whirlpool  Rapids D.   L.   Elmendorf — F«)m  nature. 

66.  Whirlpool  Rapids D.  L.  Elmendorf — From  nature. 

6C.  Whirlpool  and  Electric  Railroad.. ..M.  S.  Lovell.... From  nature. 
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56a.  Whirlpool M.  S.  Lovell From  nature. 

5€ft.  Bird's-eye  view  of  Xiagara  River.. ..L.  C.  Laudy Wright.  Ice  Age,  p.  4S1. 

56*'.  Mai>— Lake  "  Erlc-Oatario  "   ^lOlored). ..  .L.  C.  Laudy Wright.  Ice  Age,  p. 

56(/.  Map— Niagara  Gorge,  showiok;  physical  features L.  C.  Laudy Gllbertp  p.  XIM, 

flg.  15. 
56*-.  Old  lilver  Bank....M.  S.  Lovell. ..  .Gilbert,  p.  Clf".  fi;;.  IC 

Vir.  Bird's-eye  view  of  Foster  Flats L.  C.  Laudy. ..  .Gilbert,  p.  220,  flg.  17. 

:«5./.  Gor,;o  below  Whirlpool,  and  Fosior  Flats.... M.  ?.  Love'.l. ..  .I'rom  nature. 

'<5/.  Now  Electric  Railroad M.  S.  Lovell Fiv-ni  nanire. 

.'■«>..  '•  Ma.«?>=acre  Rock"  near  "  Devil's  Hole"....M.  5.  Lovell. ..  .From  nature. 
5T.  Ancie:::  BlT-.k  Iluuse— Fort  Niasrara M.  S.  Lnv.;: From  nature. 

58.  Brocks  MonuiiieM.  Qu.^er..=fowii  Hei.^hts M.  S.  Lovell From  nature. 

58a.  Crystal  Gro:to  i.rulorcdi...   Bierstadi From  nature. 

5Sfc.  Looking  out  fruni  uridcr  I-.'o  Bridce  K-oloredt Blerstadt. ..  .From  nature. 

59.  Oswego—Life-savlag  Station M.  S.  Luvtll From  mature. 

do.  Oswego— Man  in  Brecohes  Buoy M.  S.  Lovell From  nature. 

BIRDS 

Bald  Eagle L.  C.  Laudy U.  S.  Ag.  Bull..  No.  3,  pi.  xiv. 

Great  Horned  Owl L.  C.  Laudy U.  S.  Ag.  Bull..  No.  3,  pi.  xxir. 

Cliff  Swallow L.  C.  Laudy Audubon.  Vol.  I.  p.  177,  pi.  xlvil. 

WILD  FLOWEIiS 

Flowering  Dogwood C.   Va:i  Bru:;i Frt.m  nature. 

Liver-loaf C.  Van  Brunt. ..  .FroLn  nature. 

Columbine C.  Van  Bru:ii From  nature. 

SIxty-flve  ur.colorod  views:  IJ  colored  views:  3  colored  birds:  3  colored  flowers;  wooden 
slide  box:  manuscript  lecture  and  paniphlot,  by  G.  K.  Giibi^rt:  also  2  uncolored  and  4 
colored  views  of  the  Tliousand  Islands.  wLich  n:.iy  be  used  iu  lecture  No.  189.  on  the 
Coast  of  Now  ELte;Iai:d  a::d  ll'."  St.   I.awre:ue   liivcr. 

Detailfcd  receipts,  stating  that  each  of  the  above  shipments  have  been  receWed  In 
good  order,  are  o::  flie  in  this  offlce. 

Tilt*  ooiiiniiii«*c  of  ilu'  Ciniiifil  hchl  s«'Vrr;il  sr.'^sioris  at  the  Museum 
duriujx  the  voar,  and  kindlv  favtu-id  im*  with  ilieir  advice  regarding 
all  matifrs  |M*rtairiin.L:  to  inircliasrs  to  W  made  from  the  Fund, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  season  ad»lres.<ed  the  following:  letter  to  the 
Slate  Suj^erinrendeiil : 

Ni:w  Vr.iiK,  April  10.  1896. 

Hon.    CiiAKi.Ks    K.    Skinnku,    Shitv     Suprrhitvndent    of    PubHic 
Tuiitnirtion: 

Deau  Siu. — .\r  a  nieeiin.ir  of  tlie  ninlfr<i;j:ned  Committee  ap- 
jxiinted  l»v  the  <'iniii«il  »>f  Sii|u'tiin»'nd«n!s  on  >ray  10,  1895,  to 
advise  npon  ma  iters  |M'rraininL'  ro  thr  visual  instruotion  provided 
for  by  eliajurr  l\*'*'2  of  the  T.aws  nf  1<!^.".  it  was 

"Rrsolvrd.  Tliai  thr  rfi-i»ni!ni-n«l.ni.»:!s  iMin!a;ii»"d  in  our  letter  of 
May  2-.  IsO.'.  and  a|)]»revrd  hy  y.ui,  M:\\  «<.  l<0."i.  have  been  fully 
and  satisfactorily  j^-rfornied  hy  rit^f.  .Mhei-r  S.  I'iekmore  and  his 
a.ssistants  in  the  Hepartment  of  PnMi<*  Insinu'iion  of  the  American 


1.    T;%'HiiL,A. 

■■I  Mil  III       ^ 

1.            -,-t.%^-'fJ^''     ^ 

'  |Bf 

American  Musecm  of  Natural  History  2S& 

Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  that  all  expenditures  made  by  him 
from  the  fund  provided  by  the  above  law  are  hereby  approved. 

Professor  Biekmore  exhibited  to  us  the  views  used  by  him  to  illus- 
trate his  lectures,  Nos.  188,  189,  190,  191  and  192,  as  given  in  the 
accompanying  list  of  slides. 

(This  list  will  be  printed  in  full  in  our  report  for  next  year  after 
the  slides  have  been  distributed.) 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  slides  shown  us  and  recommend 
that  they  be  furnished  to  the  Superintendents  of  schools  for  the 
second  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  12  slides  in  each  lecture  and  the  Flowers  and 
Natural  History  specimens  may  be  colored. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  Professor  Biekmore  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  illustrations  on  the  following  subjects  for  the 
third  year: 

193.  The  National  Yellowstone  Park. 

194.  Alaska  and  British  Columbia. 

195.  California  and  the  Yosemite  Valley. 

196.  Mexico  and  Central  America. 

197.  The  West  Indies. 

It  was  also 

Resolved,  That  all  slides  supplied  in  addition  to  the  regular  list 
provided  for  each  lecture  shall  be  furnished  at  cost  price. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  W.  COLE, 
CHARLES  E.  GORTON, 
JAMES  GODWIN. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

Department  op  Public  Instruction 
Superintendent's  Office 

Albany,  May  20,  1896. 

Prof.  A.  S.  BiCKMORE,  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Cen- 
tral Park  New  York: 
Dear  Sir. —  I  hereby  approve  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Superintendents  made  in  their  communication  of  April 
10th,  relative  to  your  work  in  preparing  illustrations  and  lectures. 

Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES  R-  SKINNER, 

State  Superintendent 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  forward  to  the  Superintendents  of  schools 
the  lectures  for  this  year  on  the  following  dates.    Lecture  No.  188 

19    • 
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on  October  1st ;  No.  189,  on  November  1st ;  No.  190  on  December  Ist, 
1896,  and  No.  191  on  January  1, 1897. 

Mj  recent  visit  to  the  Grand  Canon  of  the  Colorado  will  enable 
me  to  introduce  new  views  into  lecture  No.  192  on  "  The  Rocky 
Mountains  and  the  Great  Basin,"  and  it  will^  therefore,  follow  at  a 
later  date. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  committee  as  expressed  in 
their  letter  of  April  10th  I  sailed  with  my  wife  on  the  6th  of  June 
for  the  Carribbean  group  of  the  West  Indian  Islands.  Our  steamer 
called  first  at  St.  Kitts,  and  that  being  specially  recommended  in 
the  American  Coast  Pilot  as  probably  the  healthiest  island  in  the 
archipelago,  we  landed  there  by  night.  After  the  steamer  had  de 
parted  we  learned  that  the  American  consul  had  just  died.  Two 
days  later  another  death  occurred,  and  the  island  was  quarantined 
for  yellow  fever  and  we  were  held  without  the  possibility  of  escape 
for  17  days,  when  the  steamer  on  which  we  came  returned  and  took 
us  back  to  New  York.  However,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  visit  all  these 
islandi^  next  spring  by  starting  at  an  earlier  date. 

I  had  previously  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  Dr.  Dwight  S.  Elmendorf  of  this  city  to  photograph  these 
islands  from  St.  Thomas  down  to  Barbadoes  and  Trinidad,  and  also 
Jamaica.  His  trip  was  very  successful;  and  on  his  return  to  New 
York,  we  started  together  by  land  for  Mexico.  Proceeding  by  the 
Piedmont  Air  Line  to  New  Orleans,  I  there  secured  from  a  local 
photographer  the  negatives  needed  to  complete  our  set  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Southern  Pacific  rail- 
road we  went  to  San  Antonio,  and  through  that  of  the  International 
and  Great  Northern  to  Laredo,  where  we  entered  Mexico.  On  all 
our  journeys  in  that  Republic  we  were  furnished  with  transporta- 
tion free,  because  we  were  traveling  to  gather  the  data  and  views 
necessary  for  spreading  abroad  an  exact  knowledge  of  that  interest- 
ing and  historic  land. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  president  of  the  Mexican  Inter- 
national railroad  we  took  that  route  to  Monterey,  Saltillo,  San 
Louis  Potosi,  and  the  city  of  Mexico.  Immediately  on  our  arrival 
our  minister.  General  Ransom,  secured  for  us  an  audience  with 
President  Diaz,  who  expressed  his  gratification  that  we  were  to  give 
two  lectures  on  the  Republic  to  the  teachers  of  our  city  and  State, 
and  generously  offered  any  aid  in  the  power  of  his  government,  and 
issued  through  the  Department  of  Public  Education  a  general  letter 
in  our  behalf  to  the  Governors  of  the  States  which  wo  ])lanned  to 
visit.  The  war  department  also  kindly  granted  to  Col.  George  M. 
Green  permission  to  accompany  us,  which  he  generously  volunteered 
to  do;  and  we  were  greatly  aided  by  his  explanations  of  the  customs 
of  the  country  and  the  courteous  introductions  he  gave  us  to  the 
government  oflScials  during  our  extensive  journeys  throughout  the 
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Republic.  One  week  was  spent  studying  Mexico  City  and  its  sub- 
urbs. We  then  proceeded  via  the  Mexican  railway,  westward 
over  the  plateau  to  Mount  Orizaba,  and  down  beyond  Cordoba. 

WTien  this  mountain  is  seen  from  the  eastern  side  —  that  toward 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  —  its  greatest  elevation  of  over  18,000  feet  is 
appreciated,  and  including  the  tropical  lands  at  its  base,  this  view 
may  be  correctly  described  as  without  doubt  the  grandest  mountain 
picture  on  our  continent  of  North  America. 

Returning  westward  to  Puebla,  we  visited  the  famous  pyramid  of 
Cholula.  This  is  one  of  the  best  places  from  which  to  view  that 
grand  volcano,  Popocatapetl,  and  near  him  his  consort,  another 
snow-capped  peak,  "  The  Woman  in  White." 

From  Mexico  we  proceeded  by  the  Mexican  Southern  railway  to 
Oaxaca,  and  there  engaged  a  coach  and  six  mules  to  take  us  over 
a  semi-desert  valley  36  miles  to  the  ancient  palaces  of  Mitla. 

These  marvelous  structures  are  still  quite  perfect.  The  rooms 
are  long  and  narrow  and  at  present  are  open  to  the  sky.  Hence 
they  are  in  favorable  condition  to  be  photographed,  and  the  com- 
plete series  of  negatives  which  Dr.  Elmendorf  secured  will  be 
almost  unique;  for  the  buildings  are  soon  to  be  covered  with  a  roof, 
and  then  only  flash-light  views  can  be  obtained  of  the  interior  halls. 

Returning  to  Puebla  City,  we  journeyed  northward  and  westward 
by  the  Central  railway  to  Guadalajara.  This  beautiful  city  is  situ- 
ated in  the  midst  of  a  region  blessed  with  an  abundant  rainfall  — 
the  only  well-watered  portion  of  the  plateau  that  we  saw  during  our 
long  journeys. 

Its  famous  cataract  of  Juanacatlan  is  appropriately  styled  the 
^^  Niagara  of  Mexico."  Here  we  found  a  native  planter  introduc- 
ing the  American  plow.  At  Queretaro  Dr.  Elmendorf  secured  a 
full  series  of  the  subjects  of  historic  interest,  Guanajuato  is  "  the 
center  of  the  greatest  silver-mining  district  in  the  world."  Its 
mines  do  not  now  yield  as  abundantly  as  formerly,  but  the  an- 
nual output  is  stated  to  be  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars.  Here 
we  found  an  unusual  number  of  beggars,  yet  near  its  central 
plaza  has  just  been  completed  the  most  luxurious  edifice  in  Mex- 
ico, if  not  on  all  the  continent.  Itisthe  "  TeatroJuarez,"  or  Juraez 
Opera  House.  This  structure  has  been  many  years  in  course  of 
erection,  and  has  just  now  been  finished  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
?1 ,000,000. 

Proceeding  northward  to  Aguas  Calientes,  at  the  special  re- 
quest of  the  American  Central  railway,  we  went  down  to  Tam- 
pico.  The  canon  leading  down  from  the  plateau  to  the  level  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  any  land. 
The  railway  is  built  along  its  side  high  above  the  bottom  of  the 
^eep  barranca,  and  is  a  fine  example  of  engineering  skill.  At  the 
top  of  the  chasm  we  left  the  railroad  train  and  were  placed  on  a 
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"trolley,"  or  small  open  car,  and  were  carried  down  by  gravity 
for  a  distance  of  over  20  miles,  during  which  we  descended  3,000 
feet.  Tampico  has  during  the  last  three  years  been  transformed 
into  an  Atlantic  port  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  Republic  by  the  building  of  jetties  that  enables 
the  Panuco  river  to  sweep  its  own  bar  out  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
between  parallel  jetties  that  confine  its  course,  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  successful  plan  of  Capt.  Eads  for  removing  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Returning  to  Aguas  Calientes,. 
we  followed  the  course  of  the  Central  railway  northward  to  El 
Paso,  having  journeyed  4,260  miles  in  the  Republic,  and  visited 
nearly  all  the  important  places  accessible  by  railroad. 

From  El  Paso  we  traveled  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Atchison,. 
Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  railroad  to  Albuquerque  and  Flagstaff. 
Thence  we  rode  73  miles  out  to  the  Grand  Canon  of  the  Colorado^ 
nearly  opposite  Point  Sublime,  which  is  over  6,000  feet  above  the 
troubled  waters  of  that  wonderful  river.  The  Canon  at  this  place 
is  a  geographical  feature  of  our  globe^  which  can  not  be  exagger- 
ated, and  its  grandeur  is  beyond  any  description  in  human  lan- 
guage. Dr.  Elmendorf  photographed  it  from  the  "  rim  "  or  verge 
of  several  commanding  promontories,  and  descended  it  by  the 
trail  of  seven  miles  to  the  river.  He  also  traveled  over  the  Den- 
ver and  Rio  Grande  railroad,  and  obtained  many  negatives  in 
Colorado  needed  to  complete  to  date  our  illustrations  of  lecture 
No.  192  on  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Great  Basin.  We 
reached  New  York  after  an  absence  of  52  days,  during  which  time 
we  had  journeyed  10,157  miles. 

Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  principals  of  the  State  normal 
schools,  we  have  prepared  and  have  forwarded  them  the  following 
lectures: 

Lecture  No.  184  —  Manhattan  Island  and  the  Highlands  of  the 
Hudson.  Thirty-four  colored  views;  3  colored  flowers;  34  uncol- 
ored  views;  wooden  slide  box;  manuscript  lecture.  (Ten  of  the 
views  of  lecture  No.  184  were  previously  sent  and,  therefore^ 
omitted  in  this  shipment.) 

Lecture  No.  185  —  The  Catskills  and  the  Adirondacks.  Twenty- 
four  colored  views;  25  uncolored  views;  wooden  slide  box;  manu- 
script lecture.  (Twenty-four  of  the  views  of  lecture  No.  185  were 
previously  sent  and,  therefore,  omittted  in  this  sliii)ment.) 

Lecture  No.  186  —  The  Lakes  of  Central  New  York  and  the 
Erie  Canal.  Thirty  colored  views;  29  uncolored  vio^s;  wooden 
slide  box;  manuscript  lecture.  (Sixteen  of  the  views  of  lecture 
No.  186  were  previously  sent  and,  therefore,  omitted  in  this  ship- 
ment.) 

Lecture  No.  187  —  Niagara  Falls.  Twenty-five  colored  views; 
3  colored  buds;  3  colored  flowers;  43  uncolored  views.     (Ten  of 


Ambbioan  Museum  of  Natural  Histoky  293 

the  views  of  lecture  No.  187  were  previously  sent  and,  therefore, 
omittted  in  this  shipment.) 

The  school  at  Oswego  took  its  proportionate  value  in  European 
views  and  the  Training  School  in  Brooklyn  in  apparatus.  The 
series  of  slides  on  human  anatomy  and  physiology  distributed 
to  tlie  n(«rmal  schools  when  we  began  in  1884  have  been,  at  our 
request,  returned  to  us,  and  the  work  of  improving  them  is  now 
going  OD,  and  they  will  be  forwarded  during  the  coming  year. 
We  shall  also  have  the  privilege  of  sending  with  them  a  remark- 
able *'  X-ray  "  slide  of  the  bones  of  a  man's  foot  and  ankle  from 
a  negative  made  by  the  distinguished  electrician  and  inventor, 
Ml'.  Nikola  Tesla,  who  kindly  loaned  us  the  negative  for  that  pur- 
pose and  expressed  his  willingness  to  aid  us  any  way  in  his 
power  lieieafter.  This  is  an  important  illustration  of  how  the 
most  gifted  of  our  people  in  original  research  are  ready  to  aid 
in  our  system  of  visual  instruction,  where  the  name  of  the  maker 
of  every  negative  is  given  on  a  label  upon  every  slide. 

Last  spring  the  scientific  journals  of  London  contained  an  ac- 
count of  a  reception  given  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  distinguished  physician  of  Paris,  Professor  G.  Lipmann, 
and  of  his  successful  display  of  the  results  of  his  "  direct  color 
photography."  I  therefore  immediately  addressed  him  a  letter 
describing  our  system  of  visual  instruction,  and  as  samples  of 
the  skill  of  those  who  aid  us  forwarded  two  of  the  colored  slides 
of  flowers  made  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornelius  Van  Brunt,  and  I 
also  inquired  whether  we  could  obtain  slides  prepared  by  his 
method,  as,  for  instance,  a  series  of  views  of  the  parks  of  Paris. 
This  leading  scientist  of  France  favored  me  with  the  following 
important  reply,  indorsing  in  an  unexpected  and  most  gratifying 
manner  our  present  method  of  public  instruction: 

Facultb  DBS  Sciences  de  Paris, 
Laboratoire  des  Recherches  (Physique),  A  La  Sorbonne, 

Paris,  le  Jum  10,  1896. 

Dear  Sir. —  I  thank  you  for  sending  me  your  samples  of  colored 
photographs  (slides).  They  afford  the  best  means  of  teaching 
such  large  audiences.  Mere  4escription  is  generally  insufficient, 
especially  in  the  case  of  natural  history  and  of  geography. 

I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the  system  of  lectures  you 
have  inaugurated;  a  very  powerful  system  indeed  for  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  and  one  which  will  not  easily  be  equalled  else- 
w^here. 

As  for  the  use  of  the  direct  color  photography  which  I  have 
invented,  I  fear  some  time  will  elapse  before  it  becomes  popular. 

As  far  as  the  results  are  concerned,  the  process  is  nearly  perfect, 
-as  is  truly  stated  in  the  reports  you  have  mentioned.    But  the 
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technics  are  yet  very  imperfect  and  the  plates  are  slow  and  ir- 
regular in  fabrication.  No  one  sells  them  as  yet.  I  have  had  to 
make  my  own  plates.  The  invention  is,  as  yon  see,  not  yet  in'  the 
industrial  phase. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

G.  LIPMANN. 

To  supply  original  and  more  perfect  illustrations  of  the  char- 
acteristic mammals  and  birds  of  our  country  we  have  secured  the 
.<Jo-operation  of  Mr.  Ernest  S.  Thompson,  who  is  regarded  as  the 
most  skillful  artist  in  our  land  in  the  delineation  of  such  forms  of 
animal  life.  The  slides  copied  from  these  model  drawings  are 
faithful  reproductions  of  his  original  sketches  in  water  colors. 
We  are  also,  as  far  as  our  means  will  allow,  having  maps  drawn 
in  India  ink  that  give  us  clear,  crisp  and  well-focused  illustrations 
<on  our  great  screens.  The  high  standard  of  the  uncolored  slides 
manufactured  for  us  by  Messrs.  Van  Altena  &  Son,  has  been  main- 
•tained^  and  the  slides  supplied  have  usually  excelled  the  sample 
from  which  the  orders  were  given. 

The  attendance  upon  the  lectures  to  Teachers  at  the  Museum 
thas  continued  most  gratifying,  the  hall  having  been  filled  twice  to 
bear  one  topic. 

The  audiences  that  have  attended  our  "  Free  Course  to  the  Peo- 
*ple  "  on  the  legal  holidays  have  been  overwhelming.  A  flash-light 
photograph  was  taken  of  those  present  on  New  Year's  day.  In 
six  minutes  after  the  hall  was  opened  every  available  space,  includ- 
ing the  aisles,  was  packed  full  and  the  doors  were  closed. 

Among  other  distinguished  educators  who  come  to  see  how  eager 
the  common  people  are  for  such  illustrative  instruction  was  Chan- 
cellor Day,  of  Syracuse  University,  wbo  subsequently  addressed 
us  the  following  letter: 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  January  17,  1896. 

Professor  Albert  S.  Bickmore,  New  York: 

My  Dear  Professor  Bickmore. —  Accept  my  thanks  for  the  tickets 
to  the  lectures.  My  friends  and  family  enjoyed  very  profoundly  the 
lecture  and  stereopticon  views  which  you  gave  us  on  New  Year's 
day.  I  was  very  deeply  impressed  with  the  practical  features  of 
this  educational  method,  and  notwithstanding  your  very  interesting 
descriptive  lecture,  I  could  not  refrain  from  letting  my  eye  travel 
about  over  the  hall  a  little  that  I  might  know  something  of  how 
the  hour  was  being  passed  by  the  youngsters  in  our  midst.  Not 
an  eye  seemed  to  be  off  from  you  or  the  canvas,  or  an  ear  dull  to  any- 
thing that  was  being  said.  It  was  a  most  remarkable  sight  from 
where  I  sat  to  see  the  hundreds  of  youths  boys  and  girls,  giving  most 
eager  and  untiring  attention  to  the  lecture  for  the  entire  hour,  while 
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several  adult  persons  who  were  in  my  party  spoke  of  the  very  great 
profit  to  them  of  some  underlying  thoughts  in  the  lecture. 

You  certainly  have  inaugurated  a  great  work,  and  I  believe  that 
it  is  to  expand  to  proportions  of  which  you  have  no  conception, 
though  I  know  you  are  conceiving  very  large  things. 
Count  me  with  you  always  in  your  work. 

Very  truly, 

JAMES  R.  DAY. 

In  accordance  with  your  authorization,  we  sold  to  Dr.  Henrj 
M.  Leipziger,  for  hig  course  of  Free  Lectures  to  the  People,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  our  city,  Lectures  Nos. 
184,  185,  186  and  187,  duplicates  of  those  that  were  delivered  last 
year  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  Schools  of  the  State.  Each  of 
these  will  be  repeated  at  nearly  thirty  places  in  our  city  to  at  least 
15,000  different  auditors,  making  a  total  attendance  upon  these 
four  lectures  outside  of  our  walls  of  60,000.  Dr.  Leipziger  has 
also  applied  for  the  five  lectures  we  are  to  send  out  this  year,  Nos. 
188, 189, 190, 191  and  192/and  these,  through  his  great  system,  will 
reach  75,000  more  of  our  citizens. 

Applications  for  the  privilege  of  buying  our  lectures  and  slides 
are  frequently  received  from  all  parts  of  our  country.  One  of 
these,  which  clearly  sets  forth  the  great  opportunity  we  alone 
enjoy  for  benefiting  the  artisan  class  of  our  citizens  throughouit 
the  land,  is  tbe  following  letter  from  the  legal  member  of  the  great 
manufacturing  firm  of  Studebaker  Brothers  at  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Studebaker  Brothers, 
Manufacturing  Company,  Legal  Department, 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  September  14,  1896. 

Professor  A.  S.  Bickmore,  New  York,  N.  Y.: 

My  Dear  Professor. —  Referring  to  the  conversation  had  withJ 
you  here,  this  is  pre-eminently  a  manufacturing  city.  Our  popu- 
lation is  about  35,000,  of  which  probably  6,000  are  working  people. 
We  have  in  our  works  about  1,600;  then  there  are  the  Oliver  Plow. 
Works  (the  largest  of  its  kind)  and  two  other  plow  works;  and  the 
"Singer  Manufacturing  Co.  have  their  case  shop  here,  and  employ 
about  1,000.  Besides  these  there  are  other  factories,  among  which 
Is  the  Wilson  Bros.  Shirt  Factory,  employing  600  or  700  girls. 
Four-fifths  of  these  working  people  are  entitled  to  be  classed  as 
intelligent,  thrifty  and  anxious  for  advancement.  We  have  excel- 
lent schools.  I  have,  however,  long  felt  and  pondered  over  the 
need  of  some  entertaining  educational  scheme  which  will  attract 
these  people  and  the  larger  mass  of  young  folk,  claiming  their  leis- 
ure hours,  and  inciting  them  to  personal,  broadening  investigation 
and  study.  Tbe  University  Extension  has  been  tried,  but  has 
filled  the  want  only  to  a  limited  extent,  and  within  an  exceedinglji; 
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limited  circle.  Your  scheme  of  visual  education  I  have  studied 
carefully,  and  am  convinced  that  it  is  the  solution  of  the  problem. 
Its  happy  success  in  New  York  proves  that  it  will  reach  the 
masses,  and  be  the  means  of  wonderfully  benefiting  any  commu- 
nity fortunate  enough  to  enjoy  its  privileges.  What  is  good 
for  New  York  will  be  good  here.  Nowhere  in  this  country  or 
in  any  other  country,  except  in  New  York,  can  these  means  to  so 
good  an  end  be  found.  And  why  should  not  the  great  Empire 
State,  having  it  in  its  power  so  to  do,  extend  its  system  of  influence 
throughout  the  "  Empire,"  and  while  helping  itself,  help  others. 
My  purpose  is  purely  philanthropic.  These  advantages,  if  offered 
by  New  York,  would  not  be  used  for  gain,  public  or  private.  If 
you  can  induce  the  authorities  to  sell  lectures  and  slides^  in  cases 
like  this,  you  and  those  who  grant  the  concession  will  be  benefiting 
a  world  and  not  a  State.  Give  us  a  copy  of  your  manuscript,  with 
accompanying  slides,  and  the  privilege  of  buying  them,  and  it  will 
inaugurate  here,  and,  in  time,  everywhere,  an  extensive  scheme  of 
education  of  which  New  York  will  properly  be  the  source.  Better 
citizenship  will  result  from  a  popular  course  of  lectures  on  this 
continent,  among  which,  serving  for  the  greatest  good,  would  be 
the  lectures  on  Manhatan  Island.  It  is  ray  purpose  to  personally 
superintend  and  deliver  these  lectures,  the  resultant  good  to  me 
being  the  only  selfish  motive  connected  therewith. 

If  you  can  bring  it  about  to  supply  these  lectures  and  slides 
please  put  my  name  at  top  of  the  list  of  applicants,  and  I  will  give 
you  a  generous  order,  and  hope  for  its  early  filling,  that  a  good 
work  may  the  sooner  be  producing  results. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FREDERICK  S.  FISH. 

A  gratifying  indorsement  of  the  educational  value  of  our  work 
has  been  received  from  President  Oilman,  of  Johns  Hopkins  Univer- 
sity, in  the  following  invitation,  which  my  present  duties  here  at 
the  Museum  prevented  me  from  having  the  pleasure  of  accepting: 

Northeast  Harbor,  Maine,  August  27, 189G. 

Dear  Professor  Bickmore. —  We  are  to  have  in  Baltimore  next 
autumn,  beginning  about  the  19th  of  October,  a  series  of  lectures 
upon  ancient  cities  close  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea  —  Jerusalem, 
Athens,  Thebes^,  Carthage,  Naples,  Rome,  etc.  Can  we  persuade 
you  to  give  us  the  introductory  lecture  of  the  course,  with  a  survey 
of  the  Mediterranean  in  general,  and  the  various  points  of  inter- 
est that  the  traveler  sees  in  going  through  that  great  sea,  with 
some  general  reference  to  the  successive  movements  of  civilization 
of  which  it  has  been  the  witness. 

Yours  sincerely, 

D.  C.  OILMAN. 
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At  the  moment  of  closing  this  report,  the  following  important 
letter  is  received  from  Chicago,  which  city,  like  that  of  Baltimore, 
desires  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  public  instruction  like  ours, 
which  began  in  1882  with  an  audience  of  twenty-five  teachers  and 
three  officers  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  which  last  year,  by 
our  method  of  repetition  in  every  city  and  chartered  village  of  our 
commonwealth,  has  been  extended  to  more  than  800,000  pupils  in 
our  public  schools,  besides  large  bodies  of  our  citizens. 

The  Civic  Federation  of  Chicago, 

214-216  First  National  Bank  Building, 

Chicago,  September  23,  1896. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Bickmore,  Natural  History  Museum^  New  York  City: 

Dear  Sir. —  The  members  of  the  Educational  Committee  of  the 
Civic  Federation  are  much  interested  in  the  accounts  of  your  work 
in  New  York  city  and  State.  They  feel  that  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable to  do  a  similar  work  in  introducing  Museum  methods  into 
the  study  of  natural  history  in  our  own  city  and  State. 

Will  you  kindly  send  me  any  publications  which  may  have  been 
issued  in  connection  with  this  work,  and  any  further  information 
which  would  aid  the  committee  in  planning  a  similar  work  here? 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  courtesy  in  this  matter,  I  re- 
main, 

Yours  very  truy, 

RICHARD  WATERMAN,  Jr., 
Secretary,  Educational  Committee. 

We  have  lately  issued  the  usual  circular  announcing  our  autumn 
course  of  lectures,  to  the  principals  of  the  different  departments 
of  our  public  schools,  and  already  we  have  received  written  appli- 
cations for  tickets  from  3,G84  of  the  5,000  teachers  of  our  city.  We 
also  supply  about  500  tickets  to  the  instructors  of  our  parochial 
schools.  Brooklyn  receives  1,000  tickets  for  its  teachers  and  500 
more  are  supplied  to  the  neighboring  cities  and  villages,  so  that  we 
have  the  assurance  that  the  great  auditorium  of  the  Museum  will 
be  filled  twice  with  public  educators  who  have  assembled  to  bear 
the  lectures  which  have  caused  me  to  journey  so  far  in  order  that  I 
might  be  able  to  prepare  them  from  personal  observation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  S.  BICKMORE, 

Professor  in  cJiarge  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Central  Park. 

New  York,  September  25, 1896. 
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Albany. 


Allegany ... 

Broome 

Cattaraugus 

Cayuga 

Cbaatanqna 
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♦Garret  P.  Van  WIe 

CLarles  Oswald 

William  H.  Woodward.. 

♦Frank  H.  Blnestone 

V.M.  Burdock 

♦Mrs.  Mary  L.  Kniskern 

•Erwiu  B.  Whitney 

♦Frank  H  Cbapiii , 

♦Martha  Van  Rensselaer 

♦George  A.  Cooper 

Edwin  S.  Mancuester  ... 

Grant  E.Neil 

♦Winaeld  A.  Holcomb  .. 

♦James  R.  Flagg 

Jefls  S  Kellogg 

£.  Everett  Poole 

♦Charlies  Clinton 

♦SethS.  Alien 

♦FredE  Duflfy 

♦John  W.  Srott 

♦John  D.  Mickle 

♦Nathan  L.  Miller 

Isaac  W.  Van  Bubkirk.. 

'Frank  L.  Oi«trander 

♦fluffh  Adair 

♦LukeD.  Wymbs 

-^Luther  L.  Stillman 

John  H.  Meahl 

♦James  F.  Ryther 

IraH.  Vail 

♦Frank  B.  Wickes 

Fred  V.  Lester 

John  S.  Bize! 

♦Willard  F.  Uvde 

♦Willis  E.  Leek 

Joel  A.  Loveridge 

:WillardM.  Whitney... 

George  E.  Paddock 

♦Geoige  A.  McCoy 

Burton  Matteson 

S.  Liucola  Fish  

*E.  N.  McKlnley 

D  D.  T.  Marbball 

♦R.  Sheridan  Clark 

♦Charles  D.  Hill 

W.  GranI  Clark 

♦James  D.  Sullivan 

♦Samuel  L.  Wbitlock  ... 

Carlos  J.  Coleman 

♦Lincoln  A.  Parkhurst.. 

♦A.  Worth  Palmer 

♦Chauncey  Brainard 

Albert  D/ Sheffield 

Almon  D  Van  Cliive 
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Wemple. 

Rcusselaerville. 

Watervliet. 
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Little  Genesee. 

Deposit. 

Chenango  Forks. 

Hinsdale. 

Randolph. 

Martville. 

Soiplovillc. 

Ashville. 

Fredonia. 

Frewsburg. 

Millport. 

Linrklaen  Centre. 

Smithville  Flato. 

Peru. 

Mooers. 

West  Copake. 

Chatham. 

Cortland. 

Preble. 

Masonville. 

liavenport. 

Glenham. 

Red  Hook. 

Sloan. 

West  Seneca. 

Collins  Centre. 

Eliza  both  town< 

AVestport. 

Maloue. 

North  Bangor. 

Johnstown. 

Batavia. 

Athens. 

South  i>urham. 

Lake  Pleasant. 

Fairfield. 

Frankfort. 

Adams. 

Redwood. 

Three  Mile  Bay. 

Port  Ley  den. 

Copenhagen. 

Livonia  Station. 

Spring  water. 

Madison. 

Cunastota. 

Fairport. 

Spcuccrport. 

Nelliston. 

Lock  port. 
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COUNTIES 


OneidA. 


Onondaga 


Ontario. 

Orange  . 

Orleans. 
Oswego. 


Otaego. 


Putnam 
Queens . 


Rensselaer. 


Richmond.... 
Rockland . . . . 
St.  Lawrence. 


Saratoga. 


Schenectady 
Schoharie 


Schnyler. 
Seneca... 
Steuben.. 


Suffolk.. 
SoUivan. 


Tioga 

Tompkins. 

Ulster..... 
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Wayne 

Westchester . 
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Names 


*Cora  A.  Davis 

tEverettB.  Edgerton  . 
*Selden  L.  Harding  . . 
*James  MoCnllougb . . . 
*Matthew  G.  Frawley. 
•Alfred  F.  Presley... 
♦Newton  F.  Benedict. 

John  H.  Stephens 

*HiramC.  Case 

♦Charles  Rivenbnrg.. 
William  P.  Kunfmann 
Herbert  R.  Glidden  ... 

Thomas  O.  Yoang 

Sohuj'ler  C.  Brown 

tC.  Kdward  Jnneri 

Myron  N   Webster — 
♦Ulysses  G.  Welch.... 

tMillard  F.  Agor 

William  M.  Peck 

♦James  S.  ( 'ooley 

♦Byron  F.  Clark 

Edwin  S.  Comstock 

♦Mrs.  Julia  K.  West.. 

Robert  R.  Felter 

♦(leorge  G.  Royce 

Walter  E.  Andrews. . 
Edwin  F.  McDonald.. 

tlf>ank  L.Smith 

tJohn  T.Rice 

H.  Maynard  Akin 

Seward  G.  Ti^nnant 

*Robert  E.  Sternberg. 

♦Jabez  L.  Buck 

UhssesG.  Stout 

tMinorG  Foster 

♦Charles  J.  Stainer — 

♦Charles  Marlatt 

♦Charles  H.  Howfll... 
♦Charles  W.  Fordham 

♦John  Z.  Twicbell 

♦Monroe  H.  Wright. . . 

tOHcar  G  ranger , 

Minor  McDaniels 

Grant  H.  Halst'y 

Charles  Clum . . .' 

♦Millard  W.  Baldwin. 

tCharles  Sitzer 

♦RoxieG.  Tuttle 

tF.  W.  Allen 

♦William  H.  Dennis.. 

♦Myra  L.  Ingalsbe 

♦Samuel  Cosad 

Rufus  N.  Backus 

♦Walters.  Allerton... 

Jacob  G.  Miller 

t William  G.  Barrett.. 

♦MerrittB.  Hale 

Silas  L.  Striviocs 

♦Llewellyn  J.  Barden. 


Post  oflBoea 


Whitesboro. 

Clayvllle. 

Camden. 

Remsen . 

Baldwins  villa. 

Skaneateles. 

Fabius. 

Clifton  Springs. 

Allen's  Hill. 

Newburg. 

OtisTille. 

Holley. 

New  Haven. 

Clifford. 

Pulaski. 

Elk  Creek. 

Oneonta. 

Mahopac  Falla. 

Whitesione. 

Glen  Core. 

Hoosick  Falls. 

Braioaid. 

New  Brighton. 

Piermojit 

Gouverueur. 

Pierrepont 

Norwood. 

Birchton. 

Corinth. 

Rotterdam  Jnnotion.- 

SchohaHe. 

Cobleskill. 

Sugar  Hill. 

Ovid. 

Wheeler. 

Lindle}'. 

TrouDAbnigh. 

Riverhead. 

Bay  Shore. 

Barry  vi  lie. 

Liviugston  Manor. 

Tioga  Centre. 

Enfield  Centre. 

West  Grt»ton. 

SaugertieM. 

Port  Ewep. 

AVest  Shokan. 

Glens  Falls. 

I^dton  Landing. 

Greenwich. 

Hartford. 

Woloott. 

Palmyra. 

Mount  Yemon. 

Sing  Sing. 

Katonah. 

Warsaw 

Gainesville. 

Gage. 


*  Reelected. 


t  Has  had  previous  experience. 
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2.  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONER  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  STATE 
OF  NEW  YORK,  JANUARY  i,  1897 


The  diitriets  as  organized  In  the  different  counties  on  the  1st  6mj  of  J«niiar7»  mT« 
M  follows: 


ALBANY  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Bethlehem,  Coeymans,  New  Scotland. 

Second  District.— Towns  of  Berne,  Rensselaerrllle,  W^eterlo. 

Third  District.— Towns  of  Colonic,  Green  Island,  Gnilderland,  Knoz. 

The  city  of  Albany  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

The  city  of  Cohoes  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

The  city  of  Watenrliet  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

ALLEGANY  COUNTY: 

First  District.- Towns  of  Allen,  Almond,  Angelica,  Belfast,  Birdsall,  Bums,  Oanea* 
dea,  Centreyille,  Granger,  Groye,  Hume,  New  Hudson,  Rushford,  West  Almonds 

Second  District.— Towns  of  Alfred,  Alma,  Amity,  Andoyer,  Boliyar,  Clarksyllle,  Ouha» 
Friendship,  Genesee,  Independence,  Sclo,  Ward,  Wellsyille,  Willing,  Wirt. 

BROOME  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Chenango,  Colesrille,  Conklin,  Fenton,  Kirkwood,  Saa* 

ford,  Windsor. 
Second  District.— Towns  of  Barker,  Binghamton,  Dickinson,  Lisle,  ICaine,  Nantiooke^ 

Triangle,  Union,  Vestal. 
The  city  of  Binghamton  is  organised  under  a  special  school  act. 

CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Allegany,  Ashford,  FarmersriUe,  FranklinytUe,  Freedom* 
Hinsdale,  Humphrey,  Ischua,  Lyndon,  Machlas,  Clean,  Portyille,  Yorkshire. 

Second  District— Towns  of  Carrollton,  Ooldspring,  Conewango,  Dayton,  East  Otto^ 
Elko,  EUicottyille,  Great  Valley,  Leon,  Uttle  Valley,  Mansileld,  Napoli,  New 
Albion,  Otto,  Perrysburgh,  Persia,  Randolph,  Red  House,  Salamanca,  South  V^alley* 

OAYUGA  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Brutus,  Cato,  Conquest,  Ira,  Mentz,  Montesuma,  Sennetl; 

Sterling,  Throop,  Victory. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Aurelius,  Fleming,   Genoa,  Ledyard,  Locke,  MoraYla» 

Niles,  Owasco,  Scipio,  Sempronius,  Springport,  Summer  Hill,  Venice. 
The  city  of  Auburn  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Bust!,  Chautauqua,  Clymer,  French  Creek,  Harmony,  Mina» 
Sherman. 

Second  District— Towns  of  Arkwright,  Hanoyer,  Pomfret,  Portland,  Ripley,  Sheri- 
dan, Villenoya,  Westfleld. 

Third  District- Towns  of  Carroll,  Charlotte,  Cherry  Creek,  Bllery,  Ellloott,  Bllingtoa^ 
Gerry,  Kiantone,  Poland,  Stockton. 

The  city  of  Dunkirk  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

The  city  of  Jamestown  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 
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chemung  county: 

Comprises  a  singrle  district,  excluding  Elmlra.— Ashland,  Baldwin,  Big  Flati,  Catlln, 

Chemung,  Elmira,  Erin,  Horseheads,  Southport,  Van  Etten,  Veteran. 
The  cltj  of  Elmira  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

CHENANGO  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Columbus,  Lincklaen,  New  Berlin,  North  Norwich,  Nor- 
wich, Otselic,  Pharsalla,  Pitcher,  Plymouth,  Sherburne,  Smyrna. 

Second  District.— Towns  of  Afton,  Balnbridge,  Coventry,  Greene,  German,  Guilford, 
McDonough,  Oxford,  Preston,  Smlthyllle. 

CLINTON  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Ausable,   Black   Brook,  Dannemora,   Peru,   Plattsburgh, 

Saranac,  Schuyler  Falls. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Altona,  Beekmantown,  Champlaln,  Chazy,  Clinton,  Ellen> 

burgh,  Mooers. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Ancram,  Claverack,  Clermont,  Copake,  Gallatin,  German- 
town,  Greenport,  Livingston,  Taghkanlc. 

Second  District— Towns  of  Austerlitz,  Canaan,  Chatham,  Ghent,  Hillsdale,  Kinder- 
hook,  New  Lebanon,  Stockport,  Stuyvesant. 

The  city  of  Hudson  Is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

CORTLAND  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Clndnnatus,   Cortlandvllle,   Freetown,   Harford,    Lapeer» 

Marathon,  Virgil,  Wlllett. 
Second  District- Towns  of  Cuyler,  Homer,  Preble,  Scott,  Solon,  Taylor,  Truxton. 

DELAWARE  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Colchester,  Deposit,  Franklin,  Hamden,  Hancock,  Mason- 

vllle,  Sidney,  Tompkins,  Walton. 
Second  District.— Towns  of  Andes,   Bovina,  Davenport,   Delhi,   Harpersfleld,   Kort- 

rlght,  Meredith,  Middletown,  Roxbury,  Stamford. 

DUTCHESS  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Amenia,  Beekman,  Dover,  East  Fishkill,  FidhklU,  LaGrange, 
Northeast,  Pawling,  Pine  Plains,  Stanford,  Union  Vale,  Wapplnger.  Washington. 

Second  District— Towns  of  Clinton,  Hyde  Park,  Milan,  Pleasant  Valley,  Pough- 
keepsie.  Red  Hook,  Rhinebeck. 

The  city  of  Poughkeepsie  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

ERIE  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Alden.  Amherst,   Cheektowaga,   Clarence,  Grand  Island, 

Lancaster,  Newstead,  Tonawanda. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Aurora,  East  Hamburgh,  Eden,  Elma,  Evans,  Hamburgh, 

Marilla,  Wales,  West  Seneca. 
Third  District— Towns  of  Boston,  Brant,  Golden,  Concord,  Collins,  Holland,  Nortii 

Collins,  Sardinia. 
The  city  of  Buffalo  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

ESSEX  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Chesterfield,   Elizabeth  town,   Essex,   Jay,    Keene,   Lewis, 

North  Elba,  St  Armand,  Wlllsborough,  Wilmington. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Crown  Point,  Minerva,  Morlah,  Newcomb,  North  Hudson, 

Schroon,  Tlconderoga,  Westport 
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franklin  county: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Belmont,  Brlgrliton,  Burke,  Chateaugay,  Duane,  Franklin, 

Harrietstown,  Malone. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Altamont,  Bangor,  Bombay,  Brandon,  Constable,  Dlokln> 

son.  Fort  Covington,  Moira,  Santa  Clara,  Waverly,  WestYlUe. 

FULTON  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district,  excluding  cities  of  GloversyiUe  and  Johnstown.— 
Bleecker,  Broadalbin,  Oaroga,  Ephratab,  Mayfleld,  Northampton,  Oppenheim, 
Perth,  Stratford. 

The  city  of  Oloversville  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

The  city  of  Johnstown  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

-GENESEE  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district— Alabama,  Alexander,  Batayla,  Bergen,  Bethany,  Byron, 
Darien,  Elba,  LeRoy,  Oakfield,  PayiUon,  Pembroke,  Stafford. 

OREENE  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Athens,  Cairo.  Catskill,  Halcott  Hunter,  Jewett,  Lexington. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Ashland,  Coxsackie,  Durham,  Greenville,  New  Baltimore, 
Prattsville,  Windham. 

HAMILTON  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district— Arietta,  Benson,  Hope,  Indian  Lake,  Lake  Pleasant, 
Long  Lake,  Morehouse,  Wells. 

HERKIMER  COUNTY: 

First    District— Towns   of  Fairfield,   Herkimer.   Little  Falls,   Manhelm,    Newport, 

Norway,  Ohio,  Russia,  Salisbury,  Webb,  Wilmurt 
Second  District.- Towns  of  Columbia,  Danube,  Frankfort,  German  Flatts,  Litchfield, 

Schuyler,  SUrk,  Warren,  Wlnfleld. 
The  city  of  Little  Falls  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Adams,  Elllsburgh,  Le  Ray,  Lorraine,  Pamelia,  Rodman, 

Watertown,  Worth. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Alexandria,  Antwerp,  Champion,  Philadelphia,  Rutland, 

Theresa,  Wilna. 
Third  District.— Towns  of  Brownville,  Cape  Vincent,  Clayton,  Henderson,  Hounsfield, 

Lyme,  Orleans. 
The  city  of  Watertown  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

KINGS  COUNTY: 

The  city  of  Brooklyn  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

LEWIS  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Greig,  High  Market,  Lewis,  Leyden,  Lyonsdale,  Martins- 
burgh,  Osceola,  Turin,  West  Turin. 

Second  District.- Towns  of  Croghan,  Denmark,  Diana,  Harrisburgh,  Lowville,  Mon- 
tague, New  Bremen,  Pinckney,  Watson. 

LIVINGSTON  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Avon,  Caledonia,  Conesus,  Geneseo,  Groveland,  Leicester, 

Lima,  Livonia,  York. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Mount  Morris,  North  Dansvllle,  Nunda,  Ossian,  Portage, 

Sparta,  Springwater,  West  Sparta. 
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IfADISON  COUNTY: 

Pirvt  Dlitrict— Towns  of  Brookfleld,   Do  Ruyter,   EJaton,   Georgetown,   HamUtoiw 

Lebanon,  MadUon,  Nelion. 
Second  District— Towni  of  CasenoTia,  Fenner,  Lenox,  Lincoln,  Oneida,  Smltlifleld*. 

Stockbridge,  SulllTan. 

MONROE  COUNTY: 

Firat  District— Towns  of  Brighton,  Henrietta,  Irondequoit,  Mendon,  Penfleld,  Per* 

rinton,  Plttsford,  Rush,  Webster. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Cfatrkson,  Chill,  Gates,  Greece,  Hamlin,  Ogden,  Parma,. 

Riga,  Sweden,  Wheatland. 
The  city  of  Rochester  is  organised  under  a  special  school  act 

MONTGOICBRY  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district— Amsterdam,  Canajoharie,  Cfaarieston,  Florida,  Glen*. 

Minden,  Mohawk,  Palatine,  Root,  St  Johnsyille. 
The  city  of  Amsterdam  is  organised  under  a  special  school  act 

NEW  YORK  COUNTY: 

New  York  city  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

NIAGARA  COUNTY:  y 

First  District- Towns  of  Cambria,  Lockport,  Pendleton,  Royalton,  Wheatfleld. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Hartland,  Lewlston,  Newfane,  Niagara,  Porter,  Somerset*. 

Wilson. 
The  city  of  Lockport  is  organized  imder  a  special  school  act 
The  city  of  Niagara  Falls  Is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

ONEIDA  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Deerfleld,  Floyd,  Marcy,  New  Hartford,  Whltestown. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Augusta,  Brldgewater,  Klrkland,  Marshall,  Paris,  Sanger* 

field,  Vernon,  Westmoreland. 
Third  District— Towns  of  Camden,  Florence,  Rome,  Verona,  Vienna. 
Fourth  District— Towns  of  AnnsYille,  Aya,   BoonviUe,   Forestport,   Lee,    Remsen». 

Steuben,  Trenton,  Western. 
The  city  of  Utica  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 
The  city  of  Rome  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

ONONDAGA  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Camillus,  Clay,  Elbridge,  Lysander,  Salina,  Van  Buren. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Geddes,  Marcellus,  Onondaga,  Otlsco,  Skaneateles,  Spaf* 

ford,  Tully. 
Third  District— Towns  of  Cicero,  DeWltt,  Fablus,  Lafayette,  Manllus,  Pompey. 
The  city  of  Syracuse  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

ONTARIO  COUNTY: 

First   District— Towns   of    Farmington,    Geneva,    Gorham,    Hopewell,    Manchester^ 

Phelps,  Seneca. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Bristol,  Canadlce,  Canandalgua,  East  Bloomfleld,  Naples^ 

Richmond,  South  Bristol,  Victor,  West  Bloomfleld. 
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ORANGE  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Blooming  Oroye,  Cornwall,  Crawford,  Hamptonburi^^ 
Highlands,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Newburgh,  New  Windsor. 

Second  District— Towns  of  Chester,  Deen)ark,  Ooshen,  Oreenyllle,  Minisink,  Moiiii% 
Hope,  Tuxedo,  Wallkill,  Warwick,  Wawayanda,  Woodbury. 

The  city  of  Newburgh  Is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

The  city  of  Mlddletown  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

ORLEANS  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Albion,  Barre,  Carlton,  Clarendon,  Oaines,  Kendall^ 
Murray,  Rldgeway,  Shelby,  Yates. 

OSWEGO  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Granby,  Hannibal,  New  Haven,  Oswego,  Scriba,  Volney. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Amboy,  Constantia,  Hastings,  Palermo,  Ftarlsh,  Schroepptl^ 

West  Monroe. 
Third  District.- Towns  of  Albion,   Boylston,   Mexico,   Orwell,   Redfleld,    Richland^ 

Sandy  Creek.  Williamstown. 
The  city  of  Oswego  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

OTSEGO  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Cherry  Valley,  Decatur,   Exeter,   Maryland,  Mlddlefleld;. 

Otsego,  Plainfleld,  Richfield,  Roseboom.  Springfield,  Westford,  Worcester. 
Second  District.- Towns  of  Burlington,  Butternuts,  Edmeston,  Hartwick,  Laurens^ 

Milford,  Morris,  New  Lisbon,  Oneonta,  Otego,  Pittsfleld,  Unadllla. 

PUTNAM  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Carmel,  Kent,  Patterson,  Phillipstown,  Putnam  Valley,. 
South  East. 

QUEENS  COUNTY: 

First  District.- Towns  of  FluiOiing.  Newtown,  North  Hempstead. 

Second  District— Towns  of  Hempstead,  Jamaica,  Oyster  Bay. 

The  city  of  Long  Island  City  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

RENSSELAER  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Berlin,  Grafton,  Hoosick,  Lanslngburgh,  Petersburgh,  PlttH 

town,  Schaghticoke. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Brunswick,  East  Greenbush,  Greenbush,  Nassau,  Northi 

Greenbush,  Poestenkill,  Sand  Lake.  Schodack,  Stephentown. 
The  city  of  Troy  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

RICHMOND  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Castleton,  Mlddletown,  Northfield,  Southfleld,  Westfleld. 

ROCKLAND  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district— Clarkstown,  Haverstraw,  Orangetown,  Ramapo,  Stony 
Point 

ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY: 

First  District- Towns  of  DeKalb,  DePeyster.  Fine,  Fowler,  Gouremeur,  Hammond, 

Macomb,  Morristown,  Oswegatchie,  Pitcaim,  Roesle. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Canton,  Clare,  Clifton,  Colton,  Edwards,  Hermon,  Lisbon,. 

Madrid,  Norfolk,  Pierrepont,  Russell,  Waddington. 
Third    District— Towns   of    Brasher,    Hopkinton,    Lawrence,    Loutsyllle,    Massena*, 

ParishYllle,  Potsdam,  Stockholm. 
The  city  of  Ogdensburg  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 
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Saratoga  COUNTY: 

Flr«t  District.— Towns  of   Ballston,    Charlton,    Clifton   Park,    Galway,    Half  Moon. 

Malta,  Milton.  Providence,  Stillwater,  Waterford. 
Second  District.— Towns  of  Corinth,  Day,  Edinburgh,  Greenfield,  Hadley.  Moreau. 

Northumberland,  Saratoga,  Saratoga  Springs,  Wilton. 

SCHENECTADY  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district  excluding  city  of  Schenectady.— Duanesburgh,  Olenville, 

Nlskayuna,  Prlncetown,  Rotterdam. 
The  city  of  Schenectady  Is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

SCHOHARIE  COUNTY: 

First  District.- Towns  of  Blenheim,  Broome,  ConesvUle,  Esperance,  Gilboa,  Middle- 
burgh,  Schoharie,  Wright. 

Second  District.— Towns  of  Carlisle,  Cobleskill,  Fulton,  Jefferson,  Rlchmondvllle, 
Seward,  Sharon,  Summit. 

SCHUYLER  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Catharine,  Cayuta,  Dix,  Hector,  Montour,  Orange, 
Reading,  Tyrone. 

SENECA  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Covert,  Fayette,  Junius,  Lodl,  Ovid,  Romulus,  Seneca 
Falls,  Tyre,  Varick,  Waterloo. 

STEUBEN  COUNTY: 

First  District- Avoca,  Bath,  Bradford,  Campbell,  Cohocton,  Prattsburgh,  Pultney, 
Urbana,  Wayland,  Wayne,  Wheeler. 

Second  District— Addison,  Cameron,  Caton,  Coming,  Erwin,  Hornby,  Lindley,  Rath- 
bone,  Thurston,  Tuscarora,  Woodhull. 

Third  District- Canlsteo,  Dansvllle,  Fremont,  Greenwood,  Hartsvllle,  Homellsvllle, 
Howard,  Jasper,  Troupsburgh,  West  Union. 

The  city  of  Homellsvllle  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Easthampton,  Rlverhead,  Southampton,  Southold,  Shelter 

Island. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Babylon,  Brookhaven,  Huntington,  Isllp,  Smlthtown. 

SULLIVAN  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Bethel,  Cochecton,  Delaware,  Forestburgh,  Highland,  Lum- 

berland,  Mamakatlng,  Thompson,  Tusten. 
Second    District.— Towns    of    Calllcoon,    Fallsburgh,    Fremont,    Liberty,    Neverslnk, 

Rockland. 

TIOGA  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Barton,  Berkshire,  Candor,  Newark  Valley,  Nichols. 
Owego,  Rlchford,  Spencer,  Tioga. 

TOMPKINS  COUNTY: 

First  District— Towns  of  Danby,  Enfield.  Ithaca,  Newfield,  Ulysses. 
Second  District.— Towns  of  Caroline,  Dryden,  Groton,  Lansing. 
The  city  of  Ithaca  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act. 
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ULSTER  COUNTY: 


First  District.— Towns  of  Hurley,  Kingston,  Kingston  City,  Saugertles,  Ulster. 
Second  District— Towns  of  Esopus,  Gardner,  Lloyd,  Marbletown,  Marlborough,  New 

Paltz,  PlatteklU,  Rosen^ale,  Shawangunk. 
Third   District.— Towns   of  Denning,   Hardenburgh,    OUyo,    Rochester,   Shandaken, 

Wawarslng,  Woodstock. 

WARREN  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Caldwell,  Luzerne,  Queensbury. 

Second  District— Bolton,  Chester,  Hague,  Horicon,  Johnsburgh,  Stony  Creek,  Thur- 
man,  Warrensburgh. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY: 

First  District- Towns  of  Argyle,    Cambridge,   Easton,   Fort  Edward,   Greenwich, 

Jackson,  Salem,  White  Creek. 
Second    District— Towns   of   Dresden,    Fort   Ann.    Granville,    Hampton,    Hartford,. 

Hebron,  Kingsbury,  Putnam,  Whitehall. 

WAYNE  COUNTY: 

First  District.- Towns  of  Butler,   Galen,   Huron,   Lyons,   Rose,   Savannah,   Sodus,. 

Wolcott 
Second  District— Towns  of  Arcadia,  Macedon,  Marion,  Ontario,  Palmyra,  Walworth,. 

Williamson. 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  East  Chester,  Mamaroneck,  New  Rochelle,  Pelham,  Rye,. 

Scarsdale. 
Second  District.— Towns  of  Greenburgh,  Harrison,  Mount  Pleasant,  North  Castle, 

Ossining,  White  Plains. 
Third  District.— Towns  of  Bedford.  Cortlandt,  Lewisboro,  New  Ci^tle,  North  Salem,. 

Poundrldge,  Somers,  Yorktown. 
The  city  of  Yonkers  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 
The  city  of  Mt.  Vernon  is  organized  under  a  special  school  act 

WYOMING  COUNTY: 

First  District.— Towns  of  Attica.  Bennington,  Covington,  Mlddlebury,  Orangeville,. 

Perry,  Sheldon,  Warsaw. 
Second  District.— Towns  of  Arcade,  Castile,  Eagle,  Genesee  Falls,  Gainesville,  Java,. 

Pike,  Wethersfleld. 

YATES  COUNTY: 

Comprises  a  single  district.— Harrington,  Benton,  Italy,  Jerusalem,  Middlesex,  Mllo,. 
Potter,  Starkey,  Torrey. 
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3.  WRITTEN  REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 


ALBANY   CX)UNTY  —  First  District 
Garrbtt  p.  Van  Wib,  School  Commissioner 
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I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  od  the  condition  of  the  publlo 
■cbools  of  the  First  Commissioner  District  of  Albany  county  to 
the  effect  that  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  pupils,  trustees  and  all  patrons  of  the  schools  has  been 
increased  during  the  past  scholastic  year.  I  have  found  by  the 
official  visits  I  have  made  that  greater  attention  is  being  paid  each 
year  by  teachers  to  make  their  instruction  more  careful  and  accn- 
rate.  For  this  great  credit  is  due  to  the  State  department  for  ita 
attempts  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  examinations  for  teachers' 
licenses,  resulting  in  the  securing  of  a  better-equipped  clasa  of 
teachers  for  the  schools. 

The  attendance  of  pupils  is  better  for  the  year,  demonstrating 
that  parents  are  learning  that  the  education  of  their  children  is  a 
duty  that  they  must  not  neglect  if  they  would  advance  their  boys 
and  girls  to  a  condition  better  than  their  own. 

There  has  been  a  tendency  manifest  among  trustees  to  improve 
the  school  grounds  and  buildings  under  their  charge,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  reporting  all  of  the  school  property  in  the  district  in 
a  good  state  of  repair.  The  trustees  and  taxpayers  of  District  No. 
1,  of  the  town  of  Coeymans,  located  in  the  village  of  Coeymana, 
have  shown  a  commendable  spirit  in  building  an  addition  to  their 
schoolhouse,  so  that  now  they  have  a  commodious  and  well- 
equipped  structure.  While  they  employ  but  three  teachers,  there 
are  four  rooms  in  the  new  building,  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  re- 
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quired  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  increaBmg  population.  At  BaTena  - 
also  there  are  three  teachers,  and  here  too  may  be  found  a  flue 
Bcbool  building  and  all  the  equipment  for  ftrBt-clasa  school  work. 


ALBANY  CX)UNTT  —  Sboomd  Dibthict 
Qgo.  R.  DdSilta,  School  Commissioner 


TOWTTS 
DISTJttCT 

1 

ii 

ill 

1 

1 

"'i 

H 

111 

til 

111 

sua 

a 

I 
II 

-1 

1 

III 

-1 

h 

n 

Bern. 

!0 

la      20        472 

21.4.33 

i'uo 

(oia.3M 

i!ws  14       s,m  72 

TotH 

»1 

"1"     '"' 

■I.T78 

tl>.MO 

«.«.,«« 

RIW  a       »8.7I1  11 

1« 

The  schools  of  this  district  are  small,  though  prosperous  as  can 
be  expected  where  the  attendance  is  five  or  less. 

There  have  been  110  candidates  for  certificates,  with  results  as 
follows:  Three  passed  for  first  grade,  41  for  second,  34  for  third, 
while  42  failed  to  obtain  any. 

I  have  annulled  District  No.  20,  of  the  town  ol  Westerlo,  and  con- 
solidated the  same  with  adjoining  districts. 

I  would  recommend  consolidating  many  others,  as  the  average 
attendance  in  20  per  cent,  of  the  schools  of  this  district  is  less 
than  five. 

The  institute  was  held  at  Preston  Hollow,  May  21-25,  conducted 
by  Dr.  Henry  R.  8anfo^d,  assisted  by  Miss  Himes,  Dr.  Milne,  Prof. 
Downing  and  Rev.  L.  A.  Ferris.  It  was  the  most  interesting  and 
practical  institute  held  in  this  district  for  years,  the  instruction  be- 
ing along  the  line  needed  by  teachers.  Unusual  interest  in  the  in- 
stitute was  taken  by  patrons  as  well  as  teachers. 


Department  or  Pdblic  Instruction 
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Jaueb  B.  Main,  School  Commitaioner 
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In  BDbmittiDg  my  sixth  annnal  report  to  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Inatrnction,  I  hare  this  to  say:  Daring  the  past  year,  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  a  new  city,  Watervliet,  and  a  new  town. 
Green  Island,  have  been  erected  from  the  original  town  of  Water- 
vliet, and  while  I  still  have  supenision  over  them,  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  include  in  this  report  the  statistics  of  the  city  of  Water- 
vliet, consequently  am  unable  to  give  a  full  or  correct  statement 
as  to  the  increase  or  decrease  of  school  attendance,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  However,  I  am  pleased  to  report  a  healthy 
growth  and  steady  advancement  all  along  the  liiK;.^. 

The  several  changes  in  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  thtr 
uniform  system  of  examinations  has  had  a  tendency  to  stimulate 
the  teachers  to  greater  exertion,  the  result  being  that  a  very  large 
number  of  them  are  striving  to  obtain  first-grade  certificates,  and 
with  good  prospects  of  success.  I  have  observed,  too,  that  the 
teachers  are  laboring  harder,  manifesting  a  deeper  interest,  and 
showing  greater  zeal  in  the  work  than  lieretofore,  and  possessing 
much  more  inclination  to  make  teaching  a  life  work. 

I  have  introduced  the  grade  examination  in  several  schools,  and 
it  ia  very  gratifying  to  note  the  interest  taken  in  Iheni,  which  mnst 
prove  of  benefit  to  the  schools. 

The  school  buildings  many  of  them  have  nnderKonc  re,pairs,  and 
all  are  in  good  condition.  District  No.  10,  of  Colonie.  ia  building 
an  addition  to  their  school  building  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  and  also  has 
an  additional  teacher. 

There  have  been  but  few  arrests  undiT  the  Compulsory  Education 
act,  and  the  attendance  at  school  has  been  better,  but  not  full. 
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However,  I  think  tlie  truant  otBcer,  clothed  with  proper  authority 
JI8  the  law  now  directs,  will  be  the  means  of  making  the  attepdance 
complete. 


ALLEGAXY  COUNTY  — Pibst  Disthigt 
F.  n,  Bluestone  School  Cammissioner 
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There  has  been  no  radical  change  in  this  district  since  my 
last  report.  The  course  of  study  is  being  generally  adopted,  ami 
is  fcmedying  some  of  the  evil  resulting  from  constantly  changing 
teachers.  The  grade  of  teachers  are  much  higher  in  this  district 
than  formerly.  The  causes  of  this  are,  firsi:,  that  we  liave  two 
training  classes,  which  are  doing  excellent  work;  second,  the 
uniform  system  of  marking  examination  papers. 

Arbor  Day  was  generally  observed,  and  about  300  trees  planted. 
In  most  cases  the  teachers  added  to  the  program  sent  out  by  the 
Department, 

Institute  was  held  at  Angelica,  September  30  to  November  4. 
A.  C  McLachlan  was  conductor.  He  put  forth  every  effort  to 
make  the  institute  a  success,  and  the  teachers  in  attendance  were 
much  pleased  with  his  instruction.  Miss  Himes,  Prof.  Welles  and 
I'rof.  Slocum  gave  valuable  aswistance. 


Dbpartment  of  Pcblio  Insteootion 


ALLEGANY  COUNTY  —  Becokd  Distkict 
Stephen  Pollard,  ScJiool  Commissioner 
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It  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  educational  affairs  in  this  commts- 
Bioner  district  bIiow  a  steady  and  liealtliful  growth. 

Much  in  this  direction  is  due  to  an  increasing  interest  in  schools 
on  the  part  of  school  officers  and  patrons,  and  much  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  make  its  helpful  in- 
fluence felt  to  the  farthest  corners  of  the  State.  The  remotest 
Bcbool  district,  tlie  humblest  school  officer  and  the  joungert 
teacher  is  encouraged  by  the  knowledge  that  each  is  as  much  a  mat- 
ter of  interest  and  concern  to  the  higher  school  authorities  as  are 
the  ficbools  in  the  centers  of  wealth  and  population.  The  efforts 
of  the  Department  to  promote  the  professionnl  standing  of  teach- 
ers b;  requiring  a  higher  and  more  technical  education  as  a  quali- 
flcation  for  certificates,  and,  as  a  result,  extending  the  time  limit 
of  snch  certificates,  meets  with  hearty  approbation.  This  is  shown 
by  the  increased  number  of  persons  who  are  either  tnking  courses 
of  study  in  the  training  classes  or  are  becoming  candidates  for  first- 
grade  certificates. 


Commission erb'  Reports  —  Broome  County 


BROOME  COUNTY  — First  District 
Mary  L.  Kniskern,  School  Commiaaioner 
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Daring  the  year  varlong  improTementa  have  been  made  on  eeT- 
eral  school  buildings.  The  primary  department  at  Sanitaria 
Springs  has  been  enlarged  and  the  building  repaired  and  painted 
throughout;  It  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  Others  have  been 
painted,  and  in  many  cases  the  glaring  windows  shaded  by  cur- 
tains. Several  dictionaries  and  a  large  number  of  charts  have 
been  purchased,  and  almost  universally  trustees  have  responded 
to  the  request  to  provide  the  necessary  toilet  articles.  The  Cen- 
tennial charts  given  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
have  been  placed  in  a  majority  of  the  schools.  One  hundred  and 
sixteen  schools  have  been  in  session ;  the  school  in  district  No.  5, 
Chenango,  which  had  been  closed  for  two  years,  having  been 
reopened.  Three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  children 
have  been  enrolled,  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  311,904  days. 

Seven  examinations  have  been  held  and  443  candidates  exaiA- 
Ined,  being  148  more  than  were  examined  last  year.  One  first- 
grade,  47  second  and  43  third-grade  certificates  were  issued,  being 
an  increase  of  13  second-grade  and  a  decrease  of  12  third-grade. 
Fifteen  temporary  licenses  were  granted,  being  one-half  the  num- 
ber issued  last  year.  Twenty  beginners  were  added  to  the  list. 
Sixty-fonr  schools  used  the  grade  examinations,  and  eight  di- 
plomas were  granted. 

Arbor  day  occurred  institute  week,  but  was  quite  generally  ob- 
served some  other  day.  Ninety-seven  trees  were  planted,  33  of 
these  in  tUe  town  of  Windsor.  A  sufficient  number  of  trees  are 
now  growing  on  many  school  grounds,  and  rose  bushes  and  hardy 
herbaceous  plants  were  planted  instead. 
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A  most  successful  and  inspiring  institute  was  held  at  Windsor 
the  week*  of  May  4,  with  Prof.  Bugbee  as  conductor  and  Miss 
Hinies  as  assistant  Prof.  Banta  and  Mrs.  Eastman,  of  Cortland 
normal^  were  with  us  for  a  time  and  gave  very  helpful  instruction. 
We  were  also  favored  with  excellent  local  help  for  three  periods. 
The  good  people  of  Windsor  gave  a  pleasant  reception  on  Monday 
evening,  which  added  much  to  the  pleasure  and  success  of  the 
institute. 

The  demand  for  well-trained  teachers  is  more  and  more  appa- 
rent, but  many  trustees  find  serious  difficulty  in  securing  one  of 
any  kind.  Every  licensed  teacher  was  pressed  into  service,  and 
if  trustees  had  the  disposition  it  was  not  possible  to  use  much 
discretion.  Successful  experience,  good  discipline,  and  that 
highly  important  qualification,  strength  of  mind  and  nobility  of 
soul,  could  not  be  much  considered,  the  only  question  being  "  Have 
jou  a  license?  '•  The  rural  schools  demand  teachers  with  better, 
rather  than  more  qualifications,  teachers  with  interest  and  earnest- 
ness, who  possess  more  of  the  common  love  of  humanity  which 
reaches  out  and  enfolds  the  children,  the  mighty  bulwark  of  the 
nation.  Not  until  our  teachers  have  a  high  conception  of  the 
great  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  of  the  molding  power  of 
their  personal  influence,  and  understand  something  of  the  ex- 
<juisite  beauty  and  priceless  value  of  a  human  soul  are  they  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  this  work,  nor  do  they  themselves  stand  even 
at  the  threshold  of  true  knowledge.  We  hope  for  good  results 
along  these  lines  through  the  teachers'  library  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction.  Many  of  our  teachers  are 
thoughful  and  earnest-minded,  and  a  growing  spirit  in  this  direc- 
tion was  manifested  at  our  last  institute. 

During  the  year  150  official  visits  were  made  and  especial  atten- 
tion given  to  the  lessons  which  the  flag  teaches,  and  the  prin- 
ciples which  underlie  our  national  holidays.  The  best  incentive 
to*  patriotic  citizenship  is  to  be  gained  by  intelligent  study  of  the 
principles  which  enter  into  its  foundation,  and  surely  our  national 
holidays  are  overflowing  with  material  rich  and  ripe.  I  trust  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  schools  throughout  the  Empire 
State  will  thoughtfully  observe  each  of  our  national  holidays  upon 
the  day  preceding  the  same.  American  literature  is  rich  with 
suitable  poems  and  standard  selections  from  which  any  bright 
teacher  with  a  particle  of  inventiveness  can  prepare  a  simple  and 
pleasing  program.  Although  unlike  Arbor  day,  our  holidays 
are  retrospective  in  view,  the  lessons  which  cluster  around  them 
are  educative  in  the  highest  degree  and  of  far  greater  worth  to  the 
struggling  boy  and  girl  tlian  many  lessons  learned  from  text- 
books. 
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The  township  system  seems  to  be  the  only  plan  which  will  give 
rural  communities  equal  advantages  with  the  cities  andf  villages; 
but  that  these  schools  under  the  present  sjstem  must,  of  neces- 
sity, remain  somewhat  in  the  hackground,  makes  it  all  the  more 
imperative  that  school  officers  sboald  gnard  them  as  a  sacred 
trust  and  bring  to  them  every  advantage  within  their  power. 
While  they  have  disadvantages  they  also  have  advantages.  Liv- 
ing in  contact  with  nature  many  of  these  children  seem  to  gather 
strength  from  the  green  pastures  and  meadow  lands,  the  flowing 
streams  and  wooded  hills  which  develops  into  forcefulness  and 
power.  Instead  of  lamenting  the  condition  of  the  district  schools 
I  feel  that  every  district  and  every  teacher  should  be  encouraged 
to  carry  out  the  full  spirit  of  the  present  system  until  a  better 
one  shall  have  been  devised. 


BBOOME  COUNTY  —  Second  Dibtbict 
Erwin  B,  Whitney,  School  Commiaaioner 
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There  is  a  healthy  professional  spirit  among  the  teachers  of 
this  district,  and  school  officers  and  patrons  deserve  much  credit 
for  the  interest  they  are  taking  in  school  affairs.  The  number  of 
teachers  employed  continuously  in  the  same  school  during  the 
year  shows  an  increase  of  seven  over  last  year.  The  number  of 
inexperienced  teachers  employed  has  decreased  by  ten.  Teachers 
are  coming  to  realize  more  the  value  of  grade  examinations. 
Every  rural  school  in  this  district  is  using  them,  and  most  teachers 
are  following  closely  the  graded  course  of  study.  Sixteen  com- 
mon school  diplomas  were  awarded  at  the  close  of  the  year.     In- 
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teresting  subjects  were  discussed,  and  much  enthusiasm  was 
awakened  at  the  association  meetings.  Many  schoolhouses  have 
been  extensively  repaired,  new  charts  purchased  in  a  number  of 
districts,  and  libraries  started  in  several  schools.  A  union  free 
school  district  was  formed  at  Killawog  early  in  the  summer^  and 
an  excellent  school  building  has  been  erected  therein,  with  the 
very  best  facilities  for  lighting,  heating  and  ventilating. 

Most  of  the  town  boards  have  appointed  attendance  officers  for 
the  rural  schools  in  compliance  with  section  3,  chapter  606,  Laws 
of  1896.  There  is  no  reason  now  why  the  Compulsory  Education 
Law  should  not  be  vigorously  enforced  in  the  country  districts. 
The  State  should  go  one  step  further,  however,  and  provide  truant 
schools  instead  of  requiring  local  authorities  to  maintain  such 
institutions,  or  send  refractory  pupils  to  industrial  schools  or 
other  similar  places  of  confinement. 

Eight  students  completed  the  year's  course  in  the  training  class 
at  Union  and  were  given  professional  certificates.  Two  strong 
classes  have  been  organized  this  fall  —  one  at  Union,  the  other  at 
Whitney's  Point.  With  these  schools  furnishing  a  supply  of 
trained  teachers  each  year,  in  the  near  future  western  Broome 
will  have  a  thoroughly  professional  teaching  force. 

The  institute  held  at  Whitney's  Point  in  December  was  of  great 
benefit  to  teachers,  both  professionally  and  socially.  The  people 
of  Whitney's  Point  outdid  themselves  in  the  reception  given  the 
teachers.  Prof.  McLachlan  was  at  his  best,  and  Miss  Eggleston 
and  Miss  Himes  offered  many  practical  suggestions.  Topics  dis- 
<?us8ed  by  others  on  the  program  were  equally  instructive. 

There  is  an  increase  over  last  year  in  both  average  and  aggre- 
gate attendance;  but  for  all  this,  many  districts  have  a  small 
school  population  and  correspondingly  small  assessed  valuation. 
Efficient,  experienced  teachers  command  better  salaries  than  these 
schools  can  afford  to  pay.  The  result  is  that  either  unskilled  in- 
structors must  be  employed  or  taxes  become  burdensome.  What 
can  be  done  to  relieve  these  and  the  3,000  other  weak  districts  in 
the  State  is  a  question  of  vital  import  to  all  interested  in  the 
public  schools.  The  township  system  will  eventually  solve  the 
j)roblem,  but  a  larjje  number  of  districts  sliould  be  aided  at  once. 
Justice  demands  it  and  the  State  should  ^ive  it.  Some  educators 
advocate  dissolving  such  districts.  This,  however,  would  work 
injury  to  country  localities  in  two  wjiys  —  first,  by  practically  de- 
priving many  cliildren  of  school  privileges,  as  they  would  be  re- 
quired to  travel  from  two  to  three  miles  to  school ;  second,  by  loss 
of  a  large  amount  in  district  quotas.  These  districts  receive  an- 
nually from  the  State  $100  for  each  teacher  employed,  and  upon 
their  dissolution  this  amount  would  be  apportioned  according  to 
aggregate  days'  attendance,  thus  giving  about  $225,000  yearly  to 
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the  cities  and  lai^e  villages.  Relief  is  famished  a  very  few  dis- 
tricte  by  Bection  18,  chapter  264,  Laws  of  1896.  The  provisions  of 
this  law  should  be  extended  so  that  the  l^al  voters  of  any  dis- 
trict located  near  a  village  school  of  at  least  two  departments 
conld  empower  their  trustee  to  contract  with  the  trustee  of  snch 
village  school,  whereby  the  children  of  the  rural  district  might 
receive  instruction  in  the  neighboring  village.  Such  a  measure 
would  famish  man;  districts  with  better  school  advantages  and, 
at  the  same  time,  relieve  them  of  burdensome  taxes. 


CATTARAUGUS   COUNTY  —  First  Disteict 
Frank  H.  Chapin,  School  Commiaeioner 
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During  the  past  year  nine  new  sctioolhiouseis  have  been  erected 
in  this  commissioner  distriot.  Five  housea  have  been  refurnished 
with  modern  seats  and  the  aggregate  days'  attendance  has  been  in- 
L-reased  21,603  days  over  the  report  of  last  year  from  the  same 
towns  reported.  Taking  this  as  Indicative  I  can  report  progress 
in  all  lines  of  educational  work  in  this  district.  I  have  made 
237  official  visits  during  the  past  year.  I  found  in  nearly  every 
instance,  on  the  part  of  both  teacher,  pntrons  and  pupil  a  desire 
to  improve  all  opportunities  for  advancing  cdncalional  interests. 

The  I.«gislatnre  at  its  last  »ea.iion  divided  this  commissioner 
district  by  placing  the  town  of  ElHcottville  in  the  Second  Com- 
missioner District.  While  my  reports  on  that  account  do  not  show 
as  large  totals  as  they  did  one  year  ago,  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease all  along  the  line  from  the  towns  reported. 
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Early  in  the  spring  school  buildinR  No.  3,  in  the  city  of  Oleao 
was  burned,  causing  a  loss  to  Wstrict  No.  1,  of  Olean,  of  nearly 
tlO,000,  above  all  insurance,  and  crippling  very  greatly  their 
school  for  the  balance  of  the  school  year.  The  voters,  however,  re- 
sponded nobly  to  a  call  for  funds  to  rebuild,  and  about  f65,00O 
will  be  expended  in  that  district  during  this  year. 


CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
Martha  Van  Rensselaer,  School  Commissioner 
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At  no  time  during  the  last  three  years  have  the  schools  of  the 
Second  Commissioner  District  of  Cattaraugus  county  been  more 
prosperous  than  now.  The  ooinmisaioner  acknowledges  the  faith- 
ful work  of  teachers,  the  attention  and  interest  of  local  school 
officers,  improved  legislation  and  wis<*  rcgulalions  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  all  of  which  has  led  lo  the  success  of 
the  schools. 

School  property  in  many  districts  is  in  bt'tfer  condition  for 
preservation,  and  bettor  suited  lo  the  comfort  of  teachers  and 
pupils  while  in  a  few  districts  it  is  a  diwcredit  to  the  community 
either  by  reason  of  indifference  or  the  small  amount  of  property 
to  be  assessed  in  the  district. 
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Many  schools  are  paying  more  attentioQ  to  tlie  course  of  study 
and  the  grading  of  classes.  Whenever  the  graded  oonrae  of  study 
prescribed  by  the  State  has  been  adopted  there  hm  been  an  added 
interest  in  school  work  and  better  results  have  followed  the  eftorta 
of  teachers.  Language  and  reading  are  the  studies  most  neglected 
in  the  common  school  districts.  Physiology  has  received  faith- 
ful attention  from  the  teachers  and  the  law  has  been  complied 
with  so  far  as  has  been  possible  with  an  insufflcieiit  supply  of  text 
books. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  held  at  Balamanca  in  October  was  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  Percy  I.  Bugljee,  assisted  by  Miss  Race,  Professor 
Downing  and  others.  The  work  was  practical,  and  proved,  as  the 
year  advanced,  an  incentive  to  the  teachers  for  faithful  effort  in 
the  school.  The  Teachers'  Association  has  become  a  fixed  part 
of  the  work  of  the  district  and  the  sessions  have  been  of  great 
vnlne  to  the  teachers  who  have  attended. 


CAYUGA  COUNTY  — First  Distkict 
George  A.  Cooper,  School  Commiaaioner 
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The  schools  of  tliia  commissioner  district  have  been  progressing 
Kteadilv  during  the  past  year.  The  improvement  is  mainly  In  the 
teaching  force.  I  have  granted  more  first  grade  certificates  this 
year  than  in  the  three  years  preceding,  and  given  more  recom- 
mendations to  normal  schools.  The  persons  who  have  received 
the  appointments  to  the  normal  schools,  have  in  nearly  all  cases 
21 
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been  teachers  of  experience,  some  bolding  flrat  grade  certifi- 
cates. 

Another  thing  that  is  helping  the  rural  districts  to  do  better 
work,  Is  that  trustees  are  hiring  for  the  entire  year  and  keeping 
the  same  teacher  for  the  second  year  if  their  work  is  Batisfactory. 

The  changes  in  the  school  law  and  regulations  governing  the 
examinations  have  been  cheerfully  received  and  complied  with. 

Every  school  now  floats  a  flap;  the  compulsory  law  received 
some  of  the  much  needed  attention,  and  the  law  regarding  the 
teaching  of  physiology  and  hygiene  is  generally  observed. 


OATTJGA   COUNTY  — Second  District 
Nelson  J.  Adams,  School  Commissioner 
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In  comparing  the  above  table  of  statistics  with  those  of  previous 
years  I  find  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  gradually  dimin- 
ishing, together  with  a  corresponding  decrease  in  attendance. 
This  deficiency  comes  from  the  rural  districts.  The  union  and 
graded  schools  generally  show  an  increase  in  numbers  and  attend- 
ance. The  question  is  often  asked,  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
common  district  schools  if  they  continue  to  diminish  in  numbersT 
The  law  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  giving  commissioners  dis- 
cretionary power  to  consolidate  weak  districts  may  in  a  measure 
answer  this  qnestion,  but  in  many  of  these  districts  this  would  pro- 
dace  great  inconvenience  by  removing  the  school  so  far  distant  as 
to  deprive  small  children  of  the  means  of  an  education.    Four 
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new  schoolhouses  were  built  in  this  district  daring  the  last  year 
and  two  thoroughly  repaired,  with  two  or  three  exceptions  the 
buildings  are  in  comfortable  repair.  A  long  felt  want  is  being 
supplied  by  the  enlargement  of  the  Union  School  Building  of 
Moravia,  at  an  expense  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars.  This 
additional  room  will  relieve  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the 
lower  departments  and  furnish  an  extra  room  for  training  class 
and  laboratory. 

Teachers  are  generally  working  hard  to  keep  up  with  advanced 
methods  of  teaching  and  the  higher  requirements  for  certificates. 
Many  of  the  teachers  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  teacher 
of  the  near  future  will  be  required  to  possess  a  special  training 
for  the  work,  and  are  entering  the  normal  schools. 

One  indication  of  progress  which  is  noticeable,  is  that  a  greater 
number  of  teachers  remained  in  the  same  school  during  the  en- 
tire school  year  than  in  previous  years.  This  was  due  largely  to 
the  extension  of  time  for  which  third-grade  certificates  were 
issued. 

As  taken  from  the  trustees'  reports,  the  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren over  eight  and  under  16  years  of  age,  are  3,019,  and  the  num- 
ber of  such  children  attending  school  some  portion  of  the  school 
year,  2,750  with  a  daily  average  attendance  of  only  1,902.  If  these 
are  correct  statistics,  it  does  not  present  a  very  good  showing  for 
our  compulsory  school  law.  It  would  not,  however,  require  very 
strong  proof  to  convince  commissioners  that  the  average  trustee 
is  not  an  adept  at  making  reports,  and  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  for  it  is  entirely  out  of  his  line  of  business.  These  reports  in 
order  to  be  accurate,  should  come  from  some  other  source.  If  it 
was  generally  understood  by  trustees  that  they  were  not  required 
personally  to  make  these  reports,  but  that  they  could  employ  some 
competent  person  to  do  so,  and  that  the  compensation  therefor  is 
a  legal  item  of  their  account  against  the  district,  the  reports  would 
undoubtedly  be  reliable. 

Arbor  Day  was  almost  universally  observed  by  appropriate  ex- 
ercises, and  according  to  abstract,  167  trees  were  planted  upon 
school  grounds.  As  far  as  the  exercises  are  concerned,  it  is  an 
excellent  means  of  cultivating  in  the  minds  of  pupils  a  love  for 
trees  and  flowers,  but  the  planting  of  trees  upon  Arbor  Day  by 
unskilled  hands  generally  results  in  failure  to  make  the  trees  live. 
It  would  be  far  better  for  the  trustee  to  cause  the  planting  of  a 
suflBcient  number  of  trees  in  the  early  spring,  so  that  they  would 
grow  uniform  in  size. 
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OHAUTAUQTTA  COUNTY  — First  Disteiot 
C.  C.  Hill,  School  Commiaaioner 
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In  reviewing  my  work  aa  commissioner  during  the  past  six 
years,  I  feel  that  1  can  safoly  say  that  the  schools  of  this  district 
have  been  continually  improvinfr.  The  gradefl  system  has  been 
thorouRhly  established  in  all  of  the  common  scliools,  and  as  a  re- 
sult, pupils  are  taking  more  interest  in  their  stiidips  and  doing 
more  thorough  work.  Since  the  standard  for  teachors'  certificates 
has  been  advanced,  teachers  are  making  better  preparation  for 
school  work,  and  instead  of  (here  being  an  insnfRcient  nnmber  of 
teachers  to  snpply  the  schools,  the  number  of  duly  licensed  teach- 
ers in  this  commissioner  district  is  continually  increasing,  the 
much  larger  percentage  of  whom  hold  certificates  above  the  third 
grade. 

I  still  believe  that  the  third-grade  teacher  should  be  better 
equipped  before  entering  her  first  school,  and  that  it  should  be 
the  chief  aim  of  the  training  class  to  prepare  this  grade  of  teachers 
for  their  work,  letting  the  normal  schools  look  after  the  more  ad- 
vanced grades.  With  the  present  requirements  for  entrance  to 
training  classes,  a  large  number  of  persons  who  are  entering  the 
profession  for  the  first  time  are  necessarily  put  into  the  schools 
with  no  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  teaching,  except  what  they 
may  have  obtained  by  observing  their  former  instructors,  and 
none  but  large  village  and  city  schools  are  able  to  fill  the  training 
class  quota.  T  believe,  if  the  training  class  is  put  within  the  reach 
of  the  person  who  is  preparing  for  a  third-grade  certificate,  that 
as  a  result  we  shall  have,  not  only  better  third-grade  teachers,  bat 
better  second  and  first-grade  teachers,  and  far  leas  failures  In  the 
profession. 
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CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  —  Second  Dibtbict 
W.  A.  HoLCOMB,  School  CommUsioner 
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While  we  have  no  great  changes  to  report,  we  believe  that  there 
has  been  a  perceptible  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  schools. 
A  comparison  with  last  year's  report  shows  an  increase  of  44,433 
aggregate  days'  attendance  although  the  number  of  pnplls  in  at- 
tendance bas  fallen  off. 

We  have  made  an  effort  to  persuade  trustees  to  exercise  care  in 
the  selection  of  teachers  for  their  districts  and  to  engage  them  for 
the  entire  year.  In  this  we  have  succeeded  to  a  large  degree  and 
more  teachers  have  been  retained  in  the  same  school  for  the  year 
than  ever  before. 

Trustees  and  patrons  have  seen  the  benefit  of  such  a  course  and 
many  teachers  have  been  reengaged  for  the  ensuing  year, 

A  number  of  districts  have  repaired  their  schoolhonses  and  im- 
proved the  school  grounds  and  there  seems  to  be  a  growing  interest 
on  the  part  of  patrons  in  the  conditions  and  success  of  their  schools. 

The  trustee  is  a  most  important  factor  in  the  success  of  a  school, 
and  it  therefore  seems  essential  to  the  best  interests  that  progressive 
men  and  women  should  assume  the  responsibilities  of  that  office  and 
greater  importance  attached  to  it. 

Under  present  conditions,  I  find  that  man^  refuse  to  accept  the 
ofQce  because  of  the  time  and  oversight  that  it  justly  claims.  Their 
excuse  is  that  it  is  too  much  trouble  and  that  it  is  a  thankless 
position.  It  is  true  that  the  trustee  has  many  responsibilities  and 
seldom  receives  anght  but  condemnation.  1  believe  it  to  be  jus- 
tice that  the  trustee  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  and  that 
school  districts  be  allowed  to  vote  a  sum  not  to  exceed  ^25  to  pay 
a  competent  trustee  for  his  services.  That  he  may  be  somewhat 
acquainted  with  bis  school,  he  should  be  required  to  visit  the 
school  at  least  twice  each  term. 
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I  most  heartily  approve  of  the  recent  clianges  in  regard  to 
teachers'  certificates,  and  believe  that  they  will  be  the  means  of  a 
higher  standard  and  more  efBcient  teachers. 


CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  — Third  District 
J.  B.  Flaqq,  School  Commissioner 
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The  statistical  tables  Indicate  that  during  the  past  year  the  aggre- 
gate attendance  in  this  commiasioncr  district  has  increased  14,413 
days  over  that  of  last  year,  and  54,520  days  over  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year. 

Two  more  teachers  have  been  added  to  the  force,  making  the 
whole  number  124,  Twenty-three  of  this  number  are  graduates  of 
the  Fredonia  Normal  School,  all  of  whom  have  been  eminently 
snccessful  in  their  work,  and  reflect  much  credit  upon  that  popular 
institution. 

Owing  to  the  stringency  of  the  times,  less  money  has  been  ex- 
pended than  last  year  for  n^nirs  and  in  the  erection  of  new  build- 
ings. District  No.  1  of  the  town  of  Ellery  has  built  a  very  neat  and 
comfortable  building  which  conforms  to  modern  ideas  in  regard  to 
ventilation,  lighting  and  heating. 

Several  districts  have  recently  replaced  the  ohlor  patent  desks  by 
those  that  are  more  comfortable.  There  i.'i,  however,  considerable 
work  still  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 

The  wisdom  of  recent  school  legislation  is  being  everywhere  felt, 
and  beneficial  results  are  sure  to  follow.  Much  interest  is  mani- 
fested, in  some  parts  of  this  commissioner  district,  concerning  the 
law  which  allows  the  transporfation  of  children  to  union  schools  at 
public  expense.    Already  some  of  the  districts  have  made  arrange- 
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menta  for  trying  the  experiment,  and  if  tlie  results  are  satisfactory, 
it  IB  believed  that  the  greater  portion  of  those  districts  lying  con- 
tiguouB  to  Tillage  acbools  will  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 
offered  by  the  law.  On  acconnt  of  the  superior  advaatagea  offered 
at  union  schools  the  patrons  in  some  of  the  districts  are  willing  to 
be  to  the  expense  of  conveying  their  cbildren  to  and  from  school,  on 
condition  that  the  district  shall  pay  tuition.  This  arrangement 
makes  the  tax  upon  the  district  less  than  it  would  be  if  a  school  were 
maintained  in  the  district,  which  is  gratifying  to  those  patrons  who 
have  no  children  to  attend  school,  and  thus  satisfaction  is  aecored 
to  all  classes  concerned. 

The  compulsory  law  has  been  generally  administered  with  ve^ 
little  opposition.  Some  controversies  haye  arisen  over  special 
cases,  but  by  judicious  management  the  law  has  been  maintained 
without  the  necessity  of  making  any  arrests.  The  amendment  to 
this  law  by  the  last  Legislature,  whereby  the  trnant  officer  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  town  board,  will  doubtless  prove  of  valuable  as- 
sistance in  securing  ready  obedience. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  the  adoption  of  a  anlform  set 
of  text-books  for  the  schools  of  this  commissioner  district.  Con- 
siderable effort  was  necessary  to  bring  about  this  change,  but  it  la 
gratifying  to  say  that  it  has  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  the 
patrons.  We  believe  that  our  teachers  can  do  their  work  more 
systematically  and  better  with  a  uniformity  of  books,  and  that  the 
benefit  which  our  schools  will  receive  by  this  change  fully  repays 
the  effort  that  has  been  made  to  accomplish  it. 


CHEMUNG  COUNTY 

John  T.  Suitb,  School  Commissioner 
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32S  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Pdblio  Instbdotjon 

The  condition  of  ttie  sctiools  of  tliis  district  has  undergone  bat 
little  change  within  the  past  year.  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with 
the  provision  of  the  law  which  allows  a  district  to  close  school  and 
contract  with  a  union  free  or  city  school.  It  should  allow  them 
to  contract  with  any  school  b;  obtaining  the  written  approval 
of  the  «chool  commiBBioners. 

'  The  r^ulation  for  the  uniform  examinations  are  in  the  main 
very  satisfactory,  still  I  do  believe  that  some  plan  should  be 
devised  that  would  shut  out  such  candidates  as  are  in  no  wise 
prepared  for  the  examination.  I  thinit  before  a  candidate  is 
allowed  to  enter  the  examination  he  should  be  required  to  give 
"a  testimonial  from  some  competent  person,  showing  that  he  has 
taken  a  course  of  study  covering  the  requirements  of  the  syllabus. 


CHENANGO  COUNTY  —  First  District 
Dennis  Thompson,  School  Commissioner 
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It  is  six  years  since  I  first  undertook  the  duties  of  commissioner 
of  this  district.  In  looking  back  over  the  years  1  can  see  that  there 
has  been  marked  improvement  along  many  lines.  Out  of  the 
137  school  buildings  in  the  district  there  is  scarcely  one  which 
has  not  been  improved  in  its  interior  and  exterior  appearance  and 
facilities.  By  this,  I  mean  not  such  repairs  only  as  time  alone 
would  necessitate,  but  improvements  along  modern  lines  of  con- 
venience. Ventilation,  heating,  desks,  maps,  and  all  the  para- 
phernalia of  modern  methods  of  instruction. 

'    In  Norwich  three  new  brick  ward  schools  are  building,  each 
having  twelve  rooms  and  equipped  with  all  the  modem  appll- 
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ances.  These  will  be  read;  for  occupasoy  in  October  and  will 
meet  the  needs  of  the  village  for  some  time  to  come.  Special 
mention  is  due  to  Snperin'tendent  Griffith  for  his  commendable 
work  in  the  saperrision  of  the  village  schools.  There  haa  bem 
a  marked  increase  in  the  attendance  at  the  high  school.  In 
coonectioD  with  the  high  school  is  the  only  teachers'  training 
class  and  kindergarten  In  the  county. 

Ad  excellent  grade  of  teachers  has  been  the  result  of  the 
higher  qaaliflcatioDS  necessary  to  pass  the  examinations  to  obtain 
teachers'  certificates.  This  better  grade  of  teachers  has  obtained 
a  larger  and  more  uniform  attendance  of  pnpils  than  heretofore, 
especially  in  the  less  popnlons  districts.  There  Is  not  a  school  in 
the  district  but  floats  the  country's  flag. 

ProfesBor  Charles  R,  Ijoomis  of  the  Sherborne  Union  School, 
and  Professor  H.  W.  Bntts  of  the  Smyrna  Union  School,  began 
work  nnder  somewhat  difficult  conditions;  the  schools  were  mn 
down  and  the  attendance  nnall,  but  now  the  attendance  has  been 
largely  Increased  and  the  Interest  quickened.  The  Smyrna  Union 
School  is  now  running  with  three  departments. 

The  Institute  was  held  in  the  eonrthonse  and  high  school  boild- 
ings  at  Norwich,  May  25-29,  nnder  the  direction  of  Oondoctors 
Stont  and  Bugbee.  No  institute  for  years  has  been  held  in  this 
county  that  has  surpassed  It  in  the  excellence  of  Its  work,  and  the 
interest  manifested. 


CHENANGO  COUNTY  —  Second  Disteiot 
Charles  Clinton,  School  Commiasioner 
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330  Department  of  Public  Instruction 

In  all  the  learned  professions,  once  admitted  to  its  rights  and 
privileges,  examinations  are  forever  ended.  Not  so,  however, 
•with  teachers  under  commissioners'  certificates.  Frequent  ex- 
aminations are  before  them  and  their  time  and  energy  are  spent 
in  preparation  for  the  next  trial  for  a  license.  This  is  not  right. 
I  A  lawyer  or  a  physician  is  admitted  to  practice  his  profession 
and  from  that  time  forward  he  can  give  all  his  strength  to  his 
practice  and  to  growth  and  expansion,  and  in  a  short  time  he 
has  outgrown  his  examination  days  and  has  reached  fields  of 
labor  far  beyond  the  recitation  room.  He  is  totally  unhampered 
by  thoughts  of  future  trials  for  licenses  to  continue  his  work. 
■Why  should  a  teacher  be  placed  upon  a  lower  scale?  I  believe 
a  person  who  can  earn  a  second  grade  certificate  ought  not  to  be 
examined  again  for  a  license  to  teach  in  any  common  school,  and 
I  quote,  with  approval,  the  language  of  the  present  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction:  "  In  my  opinion  teachers  should  not  be 
subject  to  so  frequent  examinations;  they  are  required  to  submit 
to  these  tests  too  often.  The  less  we  examine,  and  the  least 
restriction  we  place  upon  certificates  when  issued  the  greater  is 
the  profession  exalted  and  the  greater  is  the  value  of  the  certifi- 
cate. When  teachers  have  once  earned  a  second  grade  certificate 
they  should  forever  be  exempt  from  examination  in  the  subjects 
required  for  a  certificate  of  that  grade.  If  the  present  standard 
of  a  second  grade  certificate  is  not  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  it 
•can  be  made  so.  and  our  teachers  thus  relieved  of  the  useless 
iworry  and  unnecessary  strain  over  examinations,  and  given  an 
oppori:unity  to  devote  their  time  to  more  valuable  work." 

To  supply  the  schools  of  this  district  with  teachers  has  been  a 
difficult  task  during  the  past  year.  At  one  time  there  were  six 
schools  with  teachers  teaching  under  temporary  licenses.  The 
situation  for  the  comincr  year  is  not  encouraging.  Applications 
are  received  almost  dailv  from  trustees  for  teachers  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  schools  can  be  supplied  without  resori:  to  tem- 
porary licenses.  The  truth  is,  the  examinations  have  driven  a 
number  of  experienced  teachers  out  of  the  work  and  into  other 
fields  of  labor.  It  seems  to  me  the  situation  demands  a  change 
in  the  regulations  governing  the  length  or  term  of  certificates,  and 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  third  jrrade  certificates  be  made  valid 
for  two  years,  not  to  be  renewed:  that  second  grade  certifi- 
cates be  made  valid  for  five  vears  and  to  be  renewed  without 

■ 

examination  upon  satisfactory  proof  of  successful  work  in  teach- 
ing; that  first  grade  certificates  should  be  made  valid  for  life. 
The  requirements  for  a  third  grade  certificate  are  hijrh  enough 
at  present  for  a  two  years'  license,  and  besides  that  the  age  of 
candidates  has  been  raised  from  If)  to  18.  A  great  majority  of 
our  schools  are  taught  by  teachers  holding  second  grade  certlfi- 
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cates  and  I  believe  if  the  renewal  of  their  licenses  rested  solely 
upon  their  successful  work  in  the  achool-room  it  would  be  a 
strong  incentive  to  them  to  do  their  work  well.  The  renewal 
would  be  giving  faithful  service  its  proper  reward.  The  examina- 
tion for  the  first  grade  tertiflcafe  is  so  severe,  with  the  experience 
required,  that  they  should  be  made  valid  for  life. 


CLINTON  COUNTY  — First  Distbict 
Sbth  Allen,  Scliool  Commissioner 
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One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  different  persons  have  attended 
the  examinations  in  this  district  during  the  past  year,  and  72  have 
been  granted  certificates.  Within  the  past  three  years  the  per- 
centage of  teachers  passing  the  examinations  has  increased  from 
29  to  36  per  cent.  I  heartily  approve  the  changes  in  the  regula- 
tions, especially  the  additional  requirements  for  third  grade  cer- 
tificates. 

With  the  ever  changing  trustees,  the  lai^e  amount  of  clerical 
work  and  correspondence,  and  the  isolated  schools,  I  sometimes 
wonder  at  the  amount  of  supervision  done.  A  visit  or  two  a  year  to 
a  school  30  miles  away,  the  trustee  of  which  cares  nothing  for  yon, 
unless  he  is  in  trouble  or  can  not  find  a  teacher  at  from  (4  to  |6 
per  week,  may  not  he  productive  of  much  good. 

If  the  commissioner  was  allowed  some  voice  in  the  selection  of 
teachers  for  the  different  schools;  if  he  had  to  deal  with  a  few 
school  boards  instead  of  the  numberless  trustees,  his  connection 
with  the  schools  would  be  more  direct  and  his  influence  felt  more  In 
their  management.  Under  the  present  system  I  am  unable  to  see 
bow  anything  like  an  intelligent  supervision  can  be  expected. 


S32  Dbfartmbnt  or  Public  iNaTRUcrioM 

I  woald  again  call  attention  to  the  gross  ineqaalit;  of  taxation 
existing  betweoi  the  various  and  ofttimes  adjoining  districts;  and 
reiterate  that  no  unit  of  taxation  smaller  than  a  town  can  be  either 
jnst  or  right. 

The  people  of  this  district  desire  free  text-books.  With  the 
"township  system,"  free  text-books,  and  some  means  provided  for 
the  transportation  of  pupils,  our  schools  would  rapidly  improTe. 

I  would  favor  the  law  introduced  last  wiuter  makmg  some  qualifi- 
cations necessary  to  hold  the  office  of  commissioner,  and  believe  that 
qnalifications  of  some  kind  should  be  required  of  all  school  officers. 


CLINTOX  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
Fred  E.  Dufu'v,  Sckool  Commiaaioner 
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The  past  school  year  has  been  a  prosperous  oue  in  man;  ways. 
Three  new  school  buildings  have  been  built.  These  bntldingB 
were  all  constructed  in  accordance  with  modern  plans. 
The  plans  for  ventilation,  heating  and  lighting  are  es- 
pecially commendable.  The  buildings  in  Ellenburgh  are  situated 
in  the  Adirondack  region  and  have  a  frontage  on  Chateaugay  lake. 
They  each  have  large  covered  porch,  ample  cloak-rooms,  the  best  of 
blackboards,  and  commodious  school  rooms,  seated  with  the  best  of 
iron  desks.  They  are  both  finished  in  natural  wood  and  are  without 
doubt  the  best  one-room  school  buildings  in  the  commissioner  dis- 
trict. During  the  last  year  many  of  our  buildings  have  undei^one 
thorough  repairs.  The  people  of  our  commissioner  district  are  gen- 
erally interested  in  our  schools  and  willing  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  make  them  a  success. 
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The  instractioii  in  oar  schools  is  certaiolj  improving.  Teachers 
are  generally  providing  themselves  with  teacher's  papers  and  books 
on  methods  of  teaching.  Although  we  feel  we  have  had  a  pros- 
peroQs  jear  we  are  looking  forward  to  better  things. 

Oar  institate  was  held  at  Bouses  Point  from  Ma;  11th  to  15tb,  in- 
clusive, with  Percy  I,  Bogbee,  conductor,  and  Miss  Gratia  L. 
Bice  and  Miss  Eliza  J.  Kellas  as  assistants. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY  — FiKBT  Disteiot 
John  W.  Scott,  School  Commiasioner 
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The  records  show  that  110  different  candidates  for  teachers' 
certificates  attended  the  seven  esamlnatioii«  lield  during  the  year. 
Of  tlds  number  four  were  Buccessful  in  gaining  first  grade  certi- 
ficates, 32  earned  second  grade,  and  15  gained  third  grade  certifl- 
cates.  This  mak^  it  appear  that  5d  failed  to  gain  certificates, 
which  is  not  really  correct,  for  many  of  this  number  cane  from 
otiher  comtnissioner  districts,  when  the  places  at  which  our  exam- 
inations were  held  was  convenient,  and,  doubtless,  a  large  percent- 
age of  these  have  completed  their  examinations  in  their  respective 
home  districts  and  been  reported  there  also, 

I  believe  that  the  new  "  regulations  "  relating  to  candidates 
attending  examinations  in  the  oommisKioner  district  in  which 
they  reside,  or  in  which  they  are  teaching,  will  tend  to  make  com- 
missioners' annual  reports  of  examinations  more  accurate  in  the 
futnre.  In  connection  with  this  part  of  my  report,  I  wish  to  ex- 
pre«B  my  hearty  approval  of  all  the  recent  changes  in  the  "  regula- 
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tk>DB  governing  aniform  examinations."  I  have  poiewed  three 
first  grade  certificates,  and  indorsed  two  certificates  of  this  grade 
from  other  districts,  during  the  year.  Three  temporary  license* 
have  been  granted,  and  I  hope  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  grant  any  license  of  this  kind. 

The  "  Compulsory  Ijrw  "  has  not  increased  the  attendance  at 
schiool,  generally  speaking.  District  No.  6,  Claverack  (Philmont 
Village),  reports  progress  in  this  line,  under  the  "  law  "  passed  by 
the  last  Ijegislature,  which  gave  them  the  authority,  as  an  in- 
corporated village,  to  appoint  a  truant  olficer,  and,  while  there 
have  been  no  arrests  in  a  legal  sense,  the  oCBcer  has  discharged  his 
duties  BO  well  that  cases  of  truancy  have  become  rare.  I  hope 
that  a  like  favorable  report  will  be  received  in  the  future,  from 
all  parts  of  the  county,  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  truant 
officers  appointed  by  the  town  boards  of  the  several  towns. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
John  D.  Mickle,  School  Commissioner 
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A  comparison  of  the  foregoinp  statistics  with  tliose  of  the  pre- 
vious year  shows  a  decrease  of  132  iu  fht'  nuiiiber  of  children 
attending  school;  and  a  marked  decrease  of  over  1(1,0(10  days  ia 
the  aggregate  attendance.  As  an  increase  of  15,000  days  was  re- 
ported last  year,  the  attendance  of  tlie  sfhools  of  this  district 
remains  even  less  tlian  tliat  of  two  yi'arsi  ago.  Ttiis,  perhaps, 
should  be  somewhat  atiributcd  to  the  chiinge  in  school  age  from 
21  to  18  years;  but  more  properly  to  a  reaction  against  the  oom- 
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pulsory  law.  Parents  and  children  in  tlie  rural  districts  have  not 
respected  this  law  during  the  past  jear;  and  trustees,  being  doubt- 
ful as  to  theii"  authority,  have  refrained  from  assuming  the  greatly 
increased  and  disagi'eeable  duties  required  in  its  enforcement. 
The  law  requiiing  a  town  attendance  officer  will  certainly  make 
this  law  more  etfective.  ^Similar  comparisons  with  last  yeai^'s 
statistics  show  a  decrease  of  23  in  the  number  of  candidates  for 
examination,  and  an  increase  of  28  teachers  who  failed  to  obtain 
a  certiticate.  For  the  first  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  uniform 
examination  system  the  number  of  second  grade  certificates 
granted  has  exceeded  the  number  of  third  grade  certificates. 
There  is  also  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  who  are 
gmduates  of  a  normal  school,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  applications  for  appointment  to  such  a  school. 

As  there  are  but  52  unexpired  certificates  outstanding  it  will 
be  almost  impossible  to  supply  the  demand  for  teachers  for  the 
coming  school  year,  except  with  the  assistance  of  other  oommis- 
sioners,  and  by  means  of  temporary  licenses  for  the  weak  rural 
schools. 

While  the  above  facts  can  not  be  considered  encouraging  for 
new  and  inexperienced  teachers,  and  for  the  small  rural  schools^ 
they  are  undoubtedly  evidences  of  a  better  paid,  better  qualified, 
and  more  successful  corps  of  teachers.  These  statements  cer- 
tainly indicate  progress  in  the  teaching  department;  and  for  the 
weak  rural  schools  there  can  ultimately  be  but  two  plans  sug- 
gested for  pennanent  relief,  consolidation  or  the  operation  of  a 
township  system. 

Two  districts  have  been  dissolved,  with  valuations  of  f  11,000 
and  f2G,000  respectively.  Two  new  school  buildings  have  been 
erected  during  the  year,  to  replace  one  condemned  and  the  other 
destroyed  by  fire;  three  schoolhouses  have  been  entirely  reseated; 
and  many  other  improvements  have  been  effected  in  other  districts. 

The  graded  system  continues  to  give  satisfaction  and  has  been 
adopted  by  many  of  the  teachers. 
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There  bag  been  do  marked  cbange  in  tbe  schools  of  this  district 
since  my  last  report ;  the  resnit  of  the  year's  work  has  been  on  the 
whole  satisfactory.  Althongh  the  number  of  children  attending 
school  is  lees  than  last  year,  the  aggregate  attendance  has  in* 
creaaed  11,118.  Tbe  decrease  in  tbe  namber  of  school  age  attend- 
ing school  is  due  to  the  change  in  the  school  age;  the  increase  in 
aggregate  attendance  is  due  to  a  partial  enforcement  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Education  Law;  with  town  officers  to  enforce  the  law  tbe 
attendance  should  be  still  further  increased  tbe  coming  year. 

There  has  been  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  due  to  changes  in  the  rega- 
lations  governing  the  examinations.  The  recent  changes  meet 
my  approval ;  yet  I  believe  there  should  be  at  least  another  change, 
so  that  successful  experience  may  have  some  consideration  in  the 
matter  of  granting  certificates.  In  the  past  year,  23  who  bad  held 
second-grade  certificates,  failed  on  examination  to  obtain  another. 
8ome  of  these  were  better  teachers  than  some  who  received  certi- 
ficates. Commissioners  should  have  some  discretion  in  the  mat- 
ter of  granting  certificates,  and  should  be  allowed  to  refuse  certifi- 
cates to  candidates  who  are  known  to  be  incapable,  no  matter 
what  standing  they  may  attain  on  examination.  I  believe  that 
recent  changes  in  the  regnlations,  together  with  the  Btate 
Teachers'  Library  and  other  attempts  that  are  being  made  in  that 
direction,  will  have  a  marked  tendency  to  raise  the  standard  of 
teachers,  and  to  increase  their  professional  spirit.  There  is  an 
imperative  demand  for  a  teachers'  training  class  in  this  district, 
and  one  shontd  be  established  at  Marathon. 


CcODflBSIOHXBs'  RsPOBTS — CoBTLAND  ColTKTT 


337 


WHile  Bomething  has  been  done  in  this  district  toward  0<m- 
solidating  weak  with  strong  diatricts,  and  while  there  is  an  im- 
perative demand  for  more  work  along  this  line,  not  much  more 
can  be  done  nnder  present  conditions  without  working  hardshij) 
to  some.  It  is  ditScult  to  persnade  districts  to  take  adTEutage  of 
the  law  allowing  them  to  contract  with  adjoining  districta,  and 
the  law  only  provides  for  dietricta  adjoining  city,  Tillage,  or 
union  free  school  districts.  The  school  district  plan  must  give 
way  to  a  township  system,  before  much  can  be  accomplished  in 
this  line. 


CORTLAND  COUNTY  —  Sbicond  Disteicjt 
H.  I.  Van  Hobsbh,  School  Commissioner 


TOWNS 
DISTalOT 

II 

ft 

1 
III 

< 

1 

II 

■3 

Jp 

1 

-1 

1 

m= 

13 
t 

18 

23 

TH7 
173 

22.011* 
1(K,MS 

isitis 

14,950 
13,103 
29..IiO 

8| 

■*.IV) 
B,275 

],W8,J1» 
SOS.  Its 

20:1.6*1 

|l,*6g  51 

3.1IT  a 

1,258  08 
1.054  00 
1.UM80 

»1,2H  IB 
10.014  18 
1.J50  X 
i:03l  M 

1.833  28 

tJ"™"  ::::::;; 

", 

ToUl 

" 

1S&     88 

a.101 

!ie.»M  j  OT«.B»2 

W.M1.M7 

»lfl,fl3B  20      »l7,5e5  161 

■' 

Conditions  in  this  commissioner  district  have  not  materially 
changed  during  the  year.  Two  school  districts  have  been  dis- 
solved and  more  should  be,  were  it  not  for  the  distance  children 
would  have  to  walk  to  attend  school.  There  is  a  gradual  decrease 
in  population,  and  a  gradual  shrinkage  in  value  of  farm  property 
and  farln  products.  No  district  can,  without  incurring  a  heavy  ■ 
tax,  hire  a  competent  and  experienced  teacher  where  the  total 
valuation  is  less  than  |15,000— and  there  are  20  such  school  dis- 
tricts in  this  commissioner  district. 

District  No.  5,  Tnixton,  was  unfortunate  in  having  the  school- 
house  bum  July  4,  1895.  A  new  building  was  erected  and  fur 
nished  in  time  for  the  fall  term  of  school.  This  speaks  well  for 
the  energy  and  spirit  of  the  district,  as  the  total  valuation  Is  but 
114,400,  and  it  is  situated  in  a  town  whose  bonded  indebtedness 
is  1124,000,  and  total  valuation,  |450,000. 
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The  faculty  of  Homer  Academy  and  the  citizens  of  the  town 
contrihnted  not  a  little  to  the  success  of  the  graded  instittite  held 
in  that  town  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Sanford  and  Profeseor 
Hendrick. 

At  my  snggestlon  graduating  exercises  were  conducted  by 
teachers  in  five  of  the  seven  towns  of  this  district,  as  a  fitting 
close  under  the  graded  course  of  study.  The  exercises  consisted 
of  orations  and  essays  by  the  graduating  class,  declamatioDS  and 
recitations  by  the  juniors,  each  school  district  being  represented, 
a  short  address  by  some  person  interested  in  educational  work 
and  awarding  of  diplomas  and  certificates  of  advancement.  The 
interest  and  enthusiasm  manifested  by  the  people  evidenced  their 
appreciation  of  the  public  schools,  and  approval  of  the  graded 
course  of  study. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY  — First  Districi 
F,  L.  OsTHANDER,  ScJiool  Comviissiotier 
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In  submittint:  my  iJiird  iiunuiil  report  ii  is  safe  to  say  that  there 
is  a  gradual  impnivi'iiient  alon^  the  educational  lines  in  this  com- 
missioner district.  During  the  past  ycjir  a  largo  number  of  school- 
houses  have  been  ropairt'd  and  furnished  with  modern  furniture. 
The  Compulsory  Education  Law  still  continues  to  yield  good  re- 
salts  in  the  union  stliools.  There  is  an  incrc-ase  of  27,073  in  the 
aggregate  days'  attendance,  over  that  of  two  years  ago. 

There  should  be  some  legislation  for  the  relief  of  the  weak  dis- 
tricts, some  are  obliged  to  pay  as  high,  and  even  higher  wages  than 
the  more  wealthy  districts.    Under  my  supervision  there  ii  one 
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school  district  in  particular,  the  smallest  in  town,  which  paya  the 
second  highest  wages. 

The  union  schools  o(  Sidney,  Walton  and  Hancock  have  an  in- 
creased attendance  which  necessitates  additional  teachers.  The 
board  of  education  of  Walton  have  purchased  the  old  armory  and 
furnished  a  portion  for  school  purposes. 

The  training  class  of  the  Delaware  Literary  Inatitate  baa 
done  very  creditable  work;  11  professional  certiflcatea  have  been 
issued  as  the  result.  Appointmeuta  have  been  received  for  next 
year  for  Franklin  and  also  Walton.  Special  instructors  have  been 
engaged  in  both  institutions,  with  fair  prospects  for  organizing 
ciaases. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY  —  Sbcond  Disthict 
Hcon  Adaib,  School  CommisaUmer 
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The  schools  of  thiu  jurisdiction  have  been  conducted,  aa  a  whole, 
with  much  harmony  and  success  during  the  past  year.  There 
has  been  marked  progress  made  both  in  the  system  used,  and 
in  the  thoroughness  of  the  instruction  given.  A  more  cheerful 
educational  spirit  has  been  manifested  in  a  large  nnmber  of  the 
districts.  During  the  year  several  improvements  have  been  made 
in  school  buildings.  The  Roxbury  Graded  School  has  been  changed 
to  a  union  free  school,  while  several  new  school  bnildiugs  have 
been  built  with  modern  improvements  and  upon  new  and  more 
appropriate  sites.  The  blackboards  and  seats  have  been  neg- 
lected foryears  in  quite  a  large  number  of  schools,  but  many  of  these 
have  seoared  new  ones  during  the  past  year. 
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In  nearly  every  town  there  are  several  school  districts  that  main- 
tain a  school  with  less  than  10  papils  registered  and  some  not  more 
than  fonr  or  five  pnpils.  This  condition  makes  it  most  impossible 
to  maintain  the  competition  and  inspiration  that  should  be  foand  to 
Bchools. 

The  inetitate  which  was  held  at  Delhi,  November  18th  to  22d, 
was  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  district;  tbe 
conductor,  Professor  Percy  I.  Bugbee,  was  highly  praised  as  wens 
also  bis  able  assiataots,  Miss  Himea  of  Albany,  Prof.  W.  D.  Qraves 
of  Delhi  and  Prof.  James  B.  Hastings  of  the  Hobart  Unioo  Sohool. 

Tbe  graded  coarse  of  study  is  now  used  by  nearly  every  teacher  to 
the  benefit  of  both  pupil  and  teacher.  Since  January  1, 1896, 1  have 
granted  27  diplomas. 


DUTCHESS  COUNTY  —  First  Disteict 
LcKBi  D.  WiMBS,  School  Commiasioner 
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The  aggregate  days'  attendance  in  this  commissioner  district 
for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1806,  shows  a  falling  oft  of  nearly 
20,000  days  as  compared  with  the  attendance  for  the  preceding 
year.  This  decrease  has  been  principally  in  the  farming  sections 
of  the  district,  especially  in  the  towns  of  Eeekman,  East  Fishkill, 
La  Grange,  North  East,  Pawling  and  Stanford,  In  the  remain- 
ing towns  there  has  been  an  increase  of  over  11,000  days.  This 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  in  these  days  of  low  prices  for  farm 
products,  tbe  labor  of  the  boys  and  girls  has  been  required  to 
OTve  the  expenses  of  hiring  Additional  help.    In  other  respects 
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this  district  shows  a  progreseiTe  and  prosperoas  condition. 
School  wafl  maintained  in  128  out  of  the  130  school  districts,  and 
186  teachers  were  employed  as  compared  with  179  last  jear. 

District  No.  6,  town  of  Pawling,  enlarged  its  site  and  a  very 
pretty  and  convenient  schoolhonee  was  erected.  District  No.  8, 
town  of  Amenia,  enlarged  its  school  building  by  the  addition  of 
a  wing,  and  now  employs  three  teachers.  Several  school  build- 
ings were  refurnished  during  the  year  with  modern  school  furni- 
ture, and  the  amount  raised  by  local  tax  exceeded  that  of  the 
preceding  year  by  nearly  |6,000. 

One  district  in  the  town  of  Dover  was  annulled  and  its  territory 
consolidated  with  that  of  the  adjoining  district,  thus  making  a 
ertrong  district,  flnnncially,  of  two  weak  ones.  The  "  graded 
course  of  study  "  has  been  introduced  in  about  75  of  the  schools 
of  the  district  and  reports  of  examinations  held  have  been  re- 
ceived from  many  of  them. 

A  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Matteawan,  Uay  11th  to  15th, 
conducted  by  Welland  Hendrick,  A.  M.,  Miss  Florence  Himes  and 
Miss  Eggleston  assistants.  The  instruction  given  was  highly 
profitable  to  the  teachers,  and  the  close  attention  given  and 
excellent  order  maintained  throughout  the  week  evinced  their  ap- 
preciation. The  daily  average  was  178  of  ISO  in  attendance. 
'  Daring  the  year  seven  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates 
were  held,  at  which  157  different  candidates  were  examined, 
althongh  a  total  of  313  were  present.  As  the  result  of  these 
examinations,  5  secured  a  first,  47  a  second,  and  38  a  third  grade 
certificate. 


DUTCHESS  COUNTY  —  Second  Distkiot 
Ldthbb  L.  Stillman,  Bchool  Commissioner 
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In  my  third  annual  report  I  am  unable  to  call  attention  to  any 
marked  change  in  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the  district. 
The  number  of  districts  maintaining  school  for  the  legal  term  or 
longer  is  the  same  as  last  year.  The  number  of  teachers  employed 
and  teaching  at  the  same  time  is  one  less  than  in  the  last  report, 
94.  The  total  aggregate  attendance  of  children  of  school  age, 
and  the  average  attendance,  are  a  little  less  in  four  of  the  towns 
in  the  district  and  a  little  more  in  the  remaining  three  towns 
than  they  severally  were  in  the  preceding  year.  Local  causes, 
as  the  illness  of  teachers,  and  the  prevalence  of  mild  forms  of  con- 
tagious diseases  among  the  pupils  are  a  sufficient  explanation  of 
this  decrease  in  attendance. 

Seven  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  at  which  116 
candidates  attended.  Of  these,  7  passed  for  first  grade,  27  for 
second  grade  and  18  for  third  grade  certificates.  The  recent 
changes  in  the  regulations  by  which  certificates  expiring  in  mid- 
year can  be  extended  to  the  end  of  the  same,  and  also  extending 
the  term  of  a  «econd  grade  certificate  to  three  years,  met  the 
hearty  approval  of  the  teachers  and  removed  a  large  part  of  the 
annoyance  and  inconvenience  connected  with  the  uniform  exami- 
nations. 

During  the  year  an  effort  has  been  made  to  grade  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  and  questions  were  furnished  for  the 
examinations  in  February  and  June.  Many  of  the  schools  made 
use  of  them  and  with  gratifying  results.  Fourteen  common 
school  diplomas  were  issued  and  a  large  number  of  certificates 
of  promotion.  Although  this  work  is  in  the  experimental  stage 
in  this  district,  I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  prove  a  means  of  rais- 
ing the  standard  in  the  schools  and  also  of  preventing  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  work  of  the  pupils  heretofore  caused  by  the  almost 
constant  yearly  change  of  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  great  inequality 
in  the  expense  per  pupil  at  present  existing  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  different  schools  of  the  commissioner  district.  In  the 
school  of  smallest  average  attendance  (4.4)  the  expense  per  pupil 
for  the  year  was  $66.78,  while  in  the  school  of  largest  average 
(188.8),  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  the  wealthiest  school  in  the 
commissioner  district,  it  was  a  small  fraction  more  than  |18. 
The  average  for  the  entire  69  schools  is  exactly  ,?23.  Words 
could  hardly  be  more  expressive  than  these  figures  are  in  favor 
of  the  township  system,  or  some  modification  of  it,  that  shall 
relieve  the  weaker  districts  without  greatly  adding  to  the  burdens 
of  the  stronger  ones. 
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ERIE  COUNTT  — FiHST  District 
Ibtino  D.  Eckbrsos,  School  Commissioner 
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In  sabmittiiiR  my  sixth  annual  report  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  past  school  year  has  been  one  of  progress,  and  It  is  con- 
wded  that  better  work  has  been  done  by  teachers  than  in  previous 
years.  The  compulsory  act,  which  went  into  effect  January  I, 
1895,  has  had  the  effect  of  bringing  into  the  schools  those  who  had 
heretofore  failed  to  accept  the  offers  of  free  education.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  children  have  been  added  to  the  school  rolls  in 
my  district  and  the  aggregate  number  of  days'  attendance  has 
been  increased  several  thousand.  I  think  that  the  appointment 
of  a  town  compulsory  oEBcer  will  still  further  increase  attendance. 
During  the  year  many  needed  improvements  have  been  made, 
still  there  is  a  chance  for  more  of  this  kind  of  work,  as  many  of 
the  schoolhouses  in  the  country  districts  are  in  poor  condi- 
tion and  need  new  ftirnitiire.  But  there  are  other  things 
that  can  be  done  and  should  be  done  to  improve  the  value  of 
the  common  schools  of  the  State,  as  we  should  have  nniform 
text-books  for  at  least  the  connty,  and  supplied  by  each  town, 
I  think  that  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  have  a  law  passed  author- 
izing the  board  of  supervisors  to  add  to  the  taxes  of  each  town 
a  sum  sofBcient  to  purchase  uniform  text-books  for  the  schools. 


Dbpabtmbnt  OB-  PoBUO  Instedotion 


ERIE  COUNTY  —  Second  Distbictp 
James  F.  Bytbeb,  School  Commit»ifmer 
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Comparison  of  this  table  with  the  similar  one  of  last  year  shows 
an  apparent  decrease  of  about  39,000  days  in  the  aggregate  attend- 
ances during!  the  school  year,  but  this  is  accounted  for  in  the  loss 
of  jurisdiction  oyer  two  orphan  schools,  which  reported  last  year 
about  44,000  days,  thus  leaving  a  net  increase  of  5,000  days' 
attendance. 

Although  accredited  with  174  visits  I  have  made  200  inspec- 
tions in  the  different  departments  of  the  schools. 

Five  thousand  dollars  was  voted  for  a  new  school  building  at 
Gardenviile,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupation  at  the  opening  of 
the  fall  term. 

Seven  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates  were  held,  in  which 
262  different  persons  were  examined,  with  a  total  of  451  candi- 
dates. Three  passed  for  first  grade,  39  for  second  grade,  31  for 
third  grade,  and  189  failed  to  obtain  a  certificate.  Considering 
that  81  passed  for  third  grade  out  of  153  different  applicants  dur- 
ing the  previous  year  one  may  wonder  if  the  third-grade  teacher 
is  passing  away.  Extending  the  duration  of  third-grade  certifi- 
cates from  six  months  to  one  year  has  had  the  effect  of  making 
a  changing  of  teachers  less  frequent,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
during  the  year  for  which  this  report  is  rendered  IGO  different 
teachers  taught  in  the  140  positions  in  this  commissioner  dis- 
trict, while  during  the  year  previous  173  teachers  taught  in  the 
137  positions  in  the  same  schools.  If  one  year  were  made  the 
minimum  term  of  employment  instead  of  10  weeks  it  would  do 
away  with  the  bad  practice  of  changing  teachers  twice  in  32  weeks, 
as  is  the  custom  in  many  sohools. 


CoioassioifEBs'  Repobts  —  £bie  County 
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The  generous  treatment  accorded  to  man;  teaohera  in  the  ex- 
tension of  their  certificates  to  the  end  of  the  school  year  was 
highly  appreciated.  The  law  should  make  the  required  duration 
of  school  180  days  instead  of  ICO,  as  at  present.  'The  shortness 
of  the  terms  is  a  great  hindrance  to  the  success  of  school  work  in 
rural  schools.  It  is  also  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  uni- 
formity in  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  schools.  Many  of  the 
schools  close  before  the  June  examination,  and  no  record  is  left 
for  the  guidance  of  the  nest  teacher. 

The  institute  at  Angola  in  October,  with  Prof.  Charles  A.  Shaver 
aa  conductor,  was  remarkable  for  the  large  attendance  and  the 
unusual  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers.  The  instruction 
given  was  of  a  practical  nature  and  helpful  to  the  teachers.  A 
teachers'  association  has  been  maintained  for  some  years,  holding 
three  meetings  each  year  in  this  distnct,  and  it  is  proposed  this 
year  to  mal^e  it  a  permanent  organization. 

Many  trustees  failed  to  give  statistics  for  compulsory  educa- 
tion in  their  reports,  consequently  my  report  is  not  strictly  accu- 
rate in  those  columns. 


ERIE  COUNTY  — Third  District 
C.  W.  TicENOB,  School  Commissioner 
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I  can  report  no  material  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  schools 
in  the  third  commissioner  district  of  Erie  county,  during  the  past 
year.  Several  diatricta  have  made  quite  extensive  improvementa, 
and  nearly  all  seem  to  take  more  than  usual  interest  in  the  condi- 
tion of  grounds,  etc. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  hasbeenofbeneflttotheschools 
of  the  district,  quite  a  large  number  of  children  having  attended 
school  regularly  this  year,  who  formerly  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
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doing  80.  I  believe  that  as  »oon  aa  truant  echoola  are  eBta^jlished, 
irlthiD  reasonable  distance,  and  an  example  has  been  made  of  a 
few  of  the  more  troobleeome  truants,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
enforcing  the  law  to  the  letter. 

During  the  past  three  years,  this  district  has  been  singularlr 
fortunate  in  the  matter  of  teachers'  instituteB,  all  that  have  been 
held,  having  proved  remarkably  successful  and  of  substantial 
benefit  to  the  teachers. 

I  have  not,  this  year,  found  as  many  teachers  using  the  old 
"a,  b,  o"  methods,  as  formerly.  I  believe,  however,  that  some 
method  should  be  devised  by  which  the  hiring  of  teachers  can  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  trustees;  and  when  that  time  comes,  and 
teachers  are  paid  salaries  large  enough  to  make  teaching  a  life 
work,  the  common  schools  will  occupy  the  position  they  should, 
among  the  educational  institutions  of  the  State. 


ESSEX  COUNTY— First  District 
Frank  B,  Wickbs,  8chool  Commissioner 
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The  number  of  children  attending  the  schools  has  been  74,  or 
2  per  cent,  less  than  it  was  last  year,  but  the  aggregate  attendance 
is  4,367  days,  or  llj  per  cent,  more  than  it  was  last  year. 

The  average  wages  paid  to  teachers  of  all  grades  daring  the 
year  has  been  tfi.50  per  week.  The  average  in  districts  employing 
only  one  teacher  has  been  |6.10.  This  is  only  five  cents  a  week 
more  than  It  was  two  years  ago;  so  the  rise  of  wages  under  the 
uniform  examination  system  has  practically  ceased. 

Out  of  87  districts,  only  42  have  flags;  and  only  13  in  all  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
libraries. 
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The  work  of  inspection  and  superriBioD  of  Bohools  in  this  dis- 
trict iB  difficult.  The  district  comprises  nearly  a  tiionsand  sqnare 
miles  of  territory,  including  Whiteface  and  Marcy  and  tlie  heart 
of  the  AdirondackB.  But  long  distances,  rough  roads,  and  inclem- 
ent weather  are  not  the  only  obstacles.  It  ia  customary  here  to 
allow  the  commlBsiouer  for  expenses,  only  the  $200  provided  by 
the  statute;  and  as  it  costs  three  or  four  dollars  a  day  to  travel 
with  a  horse  and  visit  schools,  the  commissioner  la  obliged  to  limit 
the  time  that  he  spends  in  this  kind  of  work. 

The  question  is  how  to  make  the  time  that  he  can  spend  count 
to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  expected  that  the  commissioner  will 
visit  every  school  twice  a  year.  If  he  does  this,  he  has  to  make, 
in  many  instances,  a  short  and  hurried  call.  I  am  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  a  better  practice  to  stay  longer  at  a  visit, 
even  if  the  commissioner  were  able  to  reach  each  school  only  once 
in  the  year. 

Our  teachers  are  doing  the  best  they  can;  but  It  seems  to  me 
that  what  is  needed  in  the  district  schools  is  concentration  of 
effort  on  a  few  essentials.  The  children  don't  learn  to  read;  that 
is,  they  don't  get  so  that  they  easily  and  fully  take  the  sense  of 
the  printed  page.  They  don't  get  so  that  they  like  to  read.  To 
teach  them  to  read  well  is  the  first  and  the  greatest  work  of  the 
district  school  teacher. 


ESSEX  COUNTY  — Second  Disthiot 
Charlbs  H.  Wilson,  School  Commtationer 
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Owing  to  severe  illness  this  last  spring  and  winter,  I  have  been 
nnable  to  make  as  many  visits  to  the  schools  under  my  supervis- 
ion as  heretofore.  I  have  made,  however,  73  official  inspections, 
which  were  largely  schools  most  likely  to  require  a  commissioner's 
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presence.  I  am  pleased  to  report,  and  do  so  couscientioQBl;,  that 
the  schools  of  this  district  are  in  a  proeperous  conditioD.  DariDg 
the  year  two  new  schoolhouses  have  been  built — one  in  district 
No.  8,  Minerva,  and  tlie  other  in  district  No.  6,  Weatport;  and 
several  have  been  extensively  repaired.  I  wish  to  commend  the 
recent  amendments  to  the  school  law,  especially  the  one  allowing 
a  commissioner  to  dissolve  weak  districts.  In  accordance  with 
this  provision.  District  No.  17,  Crown  Point,  has  been  dissolved, 
and  the  territory  annexed  to  the  Uilion  Free  School  District  in 
said  town.  District  No.  9,  Ticonderoga,  now  includes  the  territory 
heretofore  known  as  District  No.  4. 

The  recent  changes  in  the  reguhitions  governing  uniform  exam- 
inations are  just  what  we  wanted.  I  would  suggest  now  that  no 
more  changes  be  made  until  it  was  absolutely  necessary.  The 
changes  have  been  so  frequent  of  late  that  it  has  been  impossible 
to  keep  f he  teachers  informed. 

I  earnestly  hope  for  the  passage  of  the  township  system  bill  the 
coming  winter.  As  I  am  about  to  retire  from  the  office  of  school 
commissioner,  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  teachers 
and  trustees  of  my  district  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  my 
efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  schools. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY  —  First  District 
M.  E.  McCr.AHY,  School  Commissioner 
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I  beg  to  report  as  follows:  There  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
general  qualifications  of  the  teachers  of  our  common  schools  during 
the  past  year  and  a  slight  advance  in  the  wages  paid.  There  should 
be  a  greater  distinction  made  by  our  school  authorities  between  the 
teacher  with  experience  and  the  one  without,  and  the  wages  paid 
in  our  graded  schools  should  be  graded  to  meet  the  worth  of  the 


OoMuissioNEBs'  Hepobts — Fr&nkun  Oountt 


349 


teachers  and  not  made  aniform  simply  to  avoid  jealonc^.  Until 
our  boards  of  education  will  do  thia,  the  beat  resalta  will  not  be 
obtained.  I  do  not  mean  some  schoola  in  Lewis  connt;  but  have 
Ualone  and  Baranac  Lalie  in  mind.  I  am  pleased  witb  tbe  result 
of  the  teachers'  training  class.  It  has  always  eeemed  to  me  to  be 
one  of  the  best  ways  to  give  to  our  schools  better  teachers  at  a 
moderate  expense  to  both  State  and  members  of  the  class.  The 
certificates  issued  are  prizes  to  our  teachers  and  our  trustees  should 
be  on  the  lookout  for  them. 

There  has  been  more  done  in  the  line  of  repairs  during  the  last 
year  than  I  expected  and  much  more  than  the  trustees  intended.  I 
have  tried  to  clean  our  yards  as  much  as  possible  and  with  some 
manner  of  success. 

I  hope  to  see  a  revolution  in  this  matter  of  school  quotas.  There 
must  be  a  way  found  that  will  help  to  equalize  the  cost  of  educa- 
tion in  the  several  towns.  The  town  system  would  help  in  this 
direction. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law  is  very  helpful  In  the  union  free 
schools  and  of  little  account  outside.  The  new  law  as  to  town 
truant  officer  ought  to  bring  about  a  better  execution  of  the  law. 

If  nothing  had  been  done  by  the  Department  thia  year  except  to 
make  July  31st.  the  date  upon  which  all  ceriiflcntes  would  expire, 
this  would  be  n  red  letter  year.  It  was  not  simply  a  move,  but  a 
stride  Id  the  right  direction.  I  have  not  found  a  teacher  that  ob- 
jected to  the  extension  principle. 


FRANKLIN  COTINTY  —  Second    District 
WiLLARD  F,  Htdb,  8chool  CommisOToneT 
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In  looking  over  the  school  work  that  has  been  done  in  mj  com- 
missioner district  the  past  two  years  and  nine  months,  I  find  that 
the  act  of  mine  that  has  been  of  the  most  value  to  the  schools  in  my 
district  was  that  of  introducing  the  uniform  course  of  study  and  the 
graded  system.  By  its  adoption  teachers  secure  more  regular  at- 
tendance, more  intelligent  recitations,  and  pupils  are  alert  and 
active  in  the  pursuit  of  the  studies  in  their  respective  grades.  I  am 
much  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Department  is  taking  hold  of  this 
work,  and  I  hope  soon  to  see  the  day  when  the  common  school 
diploma  will  mean  more  to  the  pupil  who  secures  one,  than  it  now 
does. 

Three  new  schoolhouses  have  been  built  within  my  district  the 
past  school  year,  and  a  two-story  addition  to  the  union  free  school 
building  at  St.  Regis  Palls.  Two  other  new  buildings  are  now  in 
procesfii  of  erection,  and  several  have  been  repaired,  repainted  and 
seated  with  new  patent  desks. 

The  extension  of  the  time  for  which  second  grade  certificates  are 
issued  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

The  institute  for  the  first  and  second  school  commissioner  dis- 
tricts of  this  county  was  held  at  Malone,  April  27th,  to  May  1st, 
inclusive.  Prof.  A.  C.  McLachlan,  assisted  by  Miss  Hiraes  and 
Miss  Eggleston,  had  charge.  It  was  conceded  by  the  teachers  in 
attendance,  to  be  one  of  the  most  instructive  institutes  they  ever 
attended. 

I  think  our  Legislature  should  provide  some  way  by  which  a 
trustee  may  get  full  pay  for  time  actually  spent  in  working  for  the 
district.  Some  spend  several  days  looking  for  a  teacher,  and  it  is 
not  always  at  the  time  of  year  when  they  can  best  afford  to  spend 
so  much  time.  In  my  opinion  the  adoption  of  the  "  township  sys- 
tem "  would  settle  this  question  in  a  manner  which  would  give 
more  satisfaction  than  any  other  plan. 


CoHUIBSIONEBs'    RePOETB — FuLTON   COCITET 


FULTON  COUNTY 
Willis  E.  Lbbe,  School  Commissioner 
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I  find  bj  a  careful  comparison  of  the  valuation,  distance  to  be 
traveled,  and  the  condition  of  our  school  biiildiugs  at  present,  that 
the  transportation  of  children  to  central  schools  would  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county.  The 
reports  of  the  trustees  for  the  past  school  year  show 
that  we  had  40  schools  in  session  with  an  attendance 
of  20  or  less  children  at  each  school.  The  total  average  attend- 
ance daily  for  the  40  schools  was  3G0,415  or  a  uniform  average  of 
9.01.  With  the  central  school  system  in  vogue  we  would  be  able 
to  form  10  or  14  schools  and  each  school  would  l>e  composed  of  from 
two  to  eight  districts  with  a  transportation  distance  not  to  exceed 
two  and  one-half  miles  in  an;  case. 

One  of  the  greatest  hiadraucea  to  our  common  school  system,  to 
which  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, is  the  mixture  of  textbooks.  As  a  remedy,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  Legislature  authorize  the  town  board  of  the  several 
towns  of  each  commissioQer  district  of  the  State,  to  appoint  a  man 
with  a  stated  compensation  to  meet  with  the  school  commissioner  of 
the  district,  the  first  Monday  of  July  (said  commissioner  to  be  a 
member  of  the  board)  and  select  a  uniform  textbook  for  each  study 
and  grade  used  in  the  commissioner  district.  The  action  of  the 
board  should  be  complied  with  by  each  school  district  of  the  said 
commissioner  district. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction 


GENESEE   COUNTY 
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The  commissioner  in  this  district  has  held  office  onl;  seven 
months,  but,  having  visited  every  school  in  the  county,  with  one 
exception,  he  feels  that,  to  some  extent,  he  is  in  a  position  to  judge 
of  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools  of  Genesee  county. 

The  first  few  weeks  generally  decide  what  the  remainder  of  the 
teacher's  term  of  service  will  be  liije.  Schools  should  he  visited 
as  early  as  possible  in  the  year.  If  they  begin  right,  they  are 
likely  to  continne  right.  Unfortunately  the  larger  number  of 
schools  change  teachers  every  fall;  many  change  at  the  beginning 
of  every  term,  and  frequent  changes  occur  during  the  terms.  The 
commissioner  should  be  informed  of  these  changes  at  once,  as  a 
new  teacher  labors  under  many  disadvantages  and  should  have 
counsel.  Wtien  a  school  has  reached  a  demoralized  condition  it 
should  he  restored  to  order  at  whatever  coat.  If  repeated  visita- 
tions do  not  put  the  teacher  in  a  position  to  do  good  work  then 
neither  sympathy,  political  influence  nor  anything  else  should 
prevent  the  trustee  and  the  commissioner  from  effecting  the 
teacher's  removal.  In  general,  the  ineffieifnt  leaehcrs  should  be 
singled  out  and  repeatedly  visited  and  aided  to  do  good  work. 

The  schools  of  this  county  have  been  well  graded,  and  the  pupils 
have  pride  in  their  work,  as  is  shown  by  tlieir  interest  in  the 
term  examinations  and  bv  their  eagerness  to  secure  certificates 
and  diplomas;  but  with  the  influx  of  new  teachers  constant  vlgi- 
lanoe  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  system,  and  many  teachers 
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mark  examination  papers  carelesst;  and  promote  pnpila  wltli 
little  regard  to  merit.  The  commissioner  can  not  find  time  to 
review  more  than  the  ninth  grade  papers.  In  some  way  nnl- 
formitj'  should  be  secured  in  marking  the  others.  The  number 
of  certiflcateB  and  diplomas  issued  during  the  past  sckool  year 
was  slightly  in  excess  of  the  number  for  1894-5. 

At  a  trifling  expense  great  imprOTement  could  be  made  in  the 
appearance  of  school  grounds  and  in  both  the  exterior  and  in- 
terior of  schoolhouses.  In  this  matter  there  should  be  co-opera- 
tion between  teachers,  trustees  and  pupils.  There  has  been  much 
progress  in  this  regard,  but  there  should  be  much  more.  There 
ore  ninn;  schools  in  Genesee  county  having  an  average  attendance 
of  less  than  a  dozen  pupils.  These  Bchools  lacb  in  interest  and 
esprit  du  corps.    What  can  be  done  for  them? 

Incompetent  teachers  are  underbiddini;  others  and  are  lovrering 
the  standard  of  work  and  of  wages.  They  ought  to  leave  the' 
professioD. 


GBEENE  COUNTY  —  PrnsT  Dismicr 
CnAHLES  B.  TnouAB,  School  Commitsioncr 
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1  am  happy  to  report  that  the  schools  in  this  district  have  pro- 
gressed well  during  the  past  year.  There  have  been  1E)5  more 
pupils  in  attendance  than  the  year  before,  and  the  aggregate  at- 
tendance exceeds  that  of  1804-5  by  22,889. 

Since  my  last  report  Union  Free  School  District  No.  2,  town  of 
Hunter,  has  erected  a  beautiful  frame  school  building,  at  a  cost 
of  f  19,700.  Districts  No.  7,  of  Athens,  and  No.  12,  of  Cairo,  have 
each  built  a  new  schoolhouse.  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
of  Catskill,  has  under  construction  a  l)rlck  achoolbonse,  In 
which  will  be  maintained  a  branch  school,  tliat  will  cost  (20,000. 
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Man;  other  Bchool  buildings  Lave  undergone  extensive  repairs, 
and  I  am  proud  to  say  tlmt,  witli  few  exceptions,  the  schoolbouses 
in  this  district  are  in  good  condition. 

District  Xo.  2,  of  Catsliill,  has  been  annexed  to  District  No.  1,  of 
Catsklll,  and  a  teachers'  training  dass  has  been  established  there. 
District  No.  10,  of  CatHkill,  has  been  changed  to  No.  2,  of  Catskill, 
and  District  No.  S,  of  Athens,  has  been  changed  to  District  No.  12, 
of  Cairo,  as  the  new  schoolhouse  stands  in  the  town  of  Cairo. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  held  six  examinations;  128  candi- 
dates were  examined;  2  passed  for  first-grade  certificates,  27  for 
second  grades,  and  20  for  third  grades;  7!)  failed  to  pass  for  any 
grade. 

I  believe  every  change  in  the  regulations  governing  examina- 
tions and  the  licenRing  of  teachers  lias  been  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  especially  dating  all  certificates  August  1st  and  making 
the  minimum  age  of  a  teacher  IS  years. 

I  wish  to  mention  again  that  there  is  urgent  need  of  a  uniformity 
of  text-books. 


GREENE  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
niRAM  BoGARDUs,  Scliool  Commissioner 
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In  reviewing  the  educational  work  in  this  commissioner  dis- 
trict for  the  past  year,  I  find  results  that  are  highly  satisfactory, 
and  the  progress  over  any  preceding  year  plainly  apparent  in 
nearly  every  department  of  school  work  as  well  as  scbool- manage- 
ment. 

Several  measures,  recently  introduced,  are  worthy  of  notice, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  wiil  have  a  tendency  to  remedy  some  of  the 
eviU  heretofore  existing.    Among  these  I  would  especially  refer 
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tc  the  re(|uiremi?Bt  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tioK  tor  freijuent  reports  as  to  the  condition  of  the  schools  and 
s(^hool  pioijerty,  which  will  fui-nieh  him  with  correct  information 
an  to  their  n?iil  cuudition  nnd  aid  in  inteliit^ent  legislation.  One 
of  tlie»e  provisions,  aIthou;;h  in  force  only  part  of  the  year,  has  in 
some  instanees  liastened  much-needed  repairs, 

I  would  also  lii{:hly  commend  the  new  regulations  governing 
imifijiiu  cxaminalions,  especially  in  providing  for  the  extension 
of  L-eilitic;il(-s  till  the  close  of  the  school  year,  which  will  relieve 
the  local  authoritiL's  of  much  embarrassment  and  lessen  the  fre- 
quent change  of  teacliers. 

Since  my  last  report  1  havtT consolidated  Districts  Xos.  2  and  8, 
town  of  Windham,  and  Xos.  1  and  (i,  town  of  Coxsackie,  and  bgv- 
eral  changes  have  been  made  in  district  boundaries  for  the  beuelit 
of  weaV:  districts. 


HAMILTON  COUNTY. 

Cico.  A.  Mrf'oY,  School  (.'oiiimiK 
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Once  more  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  the  schools 
of  this  county  are  steadily  improving.  This  improvement  is  due 
to  the  increasing  interest  of  the  teachers  and  the  people  of  the 
(■oiinty  in  educational  matters,  and  to  the  valuable  worlt  done  by 
Dr.  Ranford  in  bis  visits  to  the  schools  during  the  past 
two  years.  During  the  last  term,  in  company  with  me,  he  visited 
every  school  in  the  eonnty,  except  one,  which  was  closed,  and  in 
almost  every  instance  we  found  the  teachers  and  the  people  of 
the  district  eagerly  waiting  for  us.  The  teachers  realized  that 
they  had,  on  the  first  visit  from  the  professor,  received  valuable 
suggestions  and  advice  as  Vo  the  methods  employed  in  doing  their 
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work,  and  they  appeared  anxions  to  show  that  they  had  been 
governed  by  the  same,  and  the  professor  was  much  pleased  to  find 
that  they  bad  adopted  the  methods  advised,  and  that  the  work  in 
the  school  room  plainly  showed  the  result,  to  be  of  the  best. 
These  visits  of  Dr.  Saoford,  during  the  past  two  years,  have  not 
only  been  of  (;reat  beoefit  to  the  teachers  and  pupils,  but  it  has 
awakened  enthusiasm  among  the  people.  It  has  convinced  them 
that  the  Superiutendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  as  ranch  interested 
in  the  people  of  the  bark  woods  of  Hamilton  county  as  be  ts  of  any 
other  county  of  the  State,  and  they  appreciate  this  fact  very 
rnuch. 

During  the  last  visit  the  professor  gave,  in  different  parts  of 
the  county,  six  illustrated  lectures  and  almost  every  person  In  the 
vicinity,  old  and  young,  was  present,  and  all  expressed  them- 
selves as  very  much  pleased  with  the  lecture. 

The  fact  that  a  representative  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction was  expected  to  visit  (lie  schools  had  a  tendency  to  make 
the  trustees  place  tlie  outbuildings  and  every  thing  else  on  the 
school  grounds  in  better  shape  than  they  would  have  done  if  they 
had  not  expected  such  visit,  and  on  the  whole  I  am  certain  that 
these  visits  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  schools  ond  also 
to  Hie  people  of  this  county  in  general. 
-Two  new  school  buildings  are  in  course  of  erection  and  several 
buildings  have  been  furnished  with  modern  seats,  globes,  charts, 
ptc.  during  the  past  year. 


HERKIMER  COUNTY  —  First  DiSTnior 
0.  S.  Williams,  School  Commissioner 
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During  the  paat  year  in  thia  district  improTcmcnts  hare  been 
made  along  tlic  various  lines  pertaining  to  the  Iwet  interest  of 
onr  Bcliools.  Quite  a  number  of  tUe  scliool  buildings  have  been 
repaired  and  reseated  with  modern  seats,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  money  is  scarce  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  times. 

One  Dew  building  has  been  erected  in  District  No.  9,  Rnssio, 
and  one  is  in  process  of  erection  in  district  No.  S,  Salisbury. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  held  seven  examinations  and  ex- 
amined 198  candidates,  of  whom  one  passed  for  first  grode  ceriifi- 
cate;  38  for  second  grade  and  23  for  third  grade,  and  130  failed; 
of  those  who  failed  23  were  persons  who  have  held  third  grade 
and  failed  to  obtain  a  second.  Twelve  have  held  second  grade 
certificates  and  failed  to  obtain  another. 

I  am  still  in  favor,  more  strongly  than  ever,  of  the  township 
system.  I  believe  that  to  be  the  only  means  for  the  schools  of  the 
county  to  be  able  to  receive  as  good  instruction  as  do  the  pnpils 
of  our  union  and  graded  schools.  I  also  believe  it  wtiuld  be  of 
less  expense  than  the  district  system  as  now  in  vogue. 

I  Lave  annulled  three  districts  during  the  past  year  because  I 
believed  the  benefits  derived  by  keeping  the  schools  in  SGSSiOD 
were  not  in  any  due  proportion  adequate  to  the  expense. 

The  teachers'  institute  held  at  Little  Falls  was,  I  believe,  the 
best  ever  held  in  the  district. 


HERKIMER  COUNTY  —  Second  Distbiot 
Pbrbt  a.  Wood,  School  Commis$ioner 
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The  schools  of  this  district  are  in  as  prosperous  a  condition  as 
could  be  expected  under  the  present  bc1u>o1  system.    In  the  eight 
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school  districts  employing  more  than  one  teacber,  the  average 
daily  attendance  was  27.(1+  to  each  teachpr,  and  in  tlie  remaining 
88  districts  tlie  average  daily  attendance  wai  12.0+  to  each  teacher. 
I  can  not  say  that  the  eight  sclioola  referred  to  were  Ilie  best 
schools  in  this  commissioner  district,  for  there  are  10  schools  in 
the  latter  list  in  which  there  was  an  average  daily  attendance 
exceeding  2(1.  The  10  schools  just  referred  to,  together  with  eight 
schools  emjtloying  more  than  one  teacher,  comprise  the  best 
schools  in  this  commissioner  district,  with  a  passible  exception 
or  two,  showing,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  that  the  num- 
ber of  children  attending  school  has  nnuli  to  do  with  its  progress. 
ITffw  to  reduce  the  nnmber  of  school  dis-triets,  is  the  question. 
Recent  legislation  which  empowers  a  district  adjoining  a  union 
flit  school  district  to  cDntraet  with  said  union  free  school  district, 
will  help  redncc  the  number  of  schools.  Had  the  word  adjoining 
been  left  out,  allowing  tnistees  the  power  of  contracting  with  any 
union  free  school,  the  law  would  have  been  more  elfective. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY —  Fekst  District 
E.  N.  McKiNLEV,  School  Coinniissioiier 
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Many  needi'il  improvcmculs  have  been  made  dnriiig  the  year, 
including  one  new  sclioolluiuse.  New  fnniiliiri'  has  lieeu  placed 
in  several  schonlhouscs  and  new  ajiparatus  added  to  several. 

In  the  niral  dislricls  I  .still  iiiid  need  of  more  improvemeuta 
in  furnilure,  blackboard  antl  apparatus,  liut  many  of  these  will  be 
added  during  this  vacation.     I  have  wrilten  personal  letters  to 
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trustees  where  repairs  were  needed,  stating  the  extent  of  repairs, 
and  asking  that  action  be  taken  at  the  annual  school  meeting. 
It  has  not  been  unfruitful  and  1  am  sure  many  schools  will  open 
this  fall  under  very  favorable  circums-tances. 

That  there  is  a  decidedly  growing  professional  spirit  among 
the  teachers  is  shown  by  the  large  oiumber  of  candidates 
entering  the  examinations  for  first  grade  and  State  certificates. 
Our  teachers'  association  for  the  county  was  held  at  Adams, 
October  11th  and  12th,  and  was  a  decided  success.  Each  session 
was  marked  by  much  enthusiasm  and  a  large  attendance. 

The  teachers'  institute  held  at  Adams,  April  20-24,  under  the 
efficient  charge  of  Dr.  Henry  R.  Sanford  was  well  attended  and 
very  instructive.  The  work  presented  was  all  of  a  practical  na- 
ture. The  work  on  drawing  was  presented  by  Miss  Rice  in  her 
usual  praiseworthy  manner,  while  the  work  by  Miss  Eggleston 
captivated  the  institute.  The  work  given  by  Professor  Charles 
A.  Shaver  was  especially  worthy  of  commendation.  The  even- 
ing lectures  were  highly  instructive  and  largely  attended,  and 
much  interest  was  manifested  during  the  week  from  outsiders. 

The  Flag  Law,  as  a  rule,  has  been  received  in  a  patriotic  spirit, 
and  every  district  under  my  supervision  has  complied  with  it. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  generally  enforced, 
while  but  two  or  three  arrests  have  been  made.  With  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  right  man  in  each  town  I  am  sure  it  can  be 
rigidly  enforced. 

It  is  with  regret  I  note  that  this  district  will  not  have  a  teach- 
ers' training  class  this  coming  year.  I  am  fully  convinced  of  their 
value  by  the  results  I  saw  during  my  inspection  of  schools  taught 
by  members  of  former  classes. 

The  law  raising  the  minimum  age  of  teachers  to  18  years  was 
a  move  in  the  right  direction  and  the  plan  of  extending  and 
issuing  certificates  to  cover  full  school  years  can  not  but  be 
appreciated. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY  —  Sbcoxd  District 
J.  F.  La  Bob,  School  Commiaaioner 
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Id  sabmitting  my  last  annual  report  I  wish  to  express  m;  appre- 
ciation of  tbe  courteons  treatment  receiyed  by  me  from  the  De- 
partment of  Fuhlic  Instruction. 

I  do  not  feel  that  It  Is  necessary  to  make  an  ezhanstive  report. 
There  has  been  no  striking  change  in  this  commissioner  district 
dnring  the  past  year.  I  am  poaitire,  however,  that  the  teaching 
force  in  this  district,  as  elsewhere  in  the  State,  ia  increasing  in 
eflQciency  and  of  continued  improvement  along  this  line,  I  ba.Te 
no  doubt  whatever. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY  — Third  District 
R.  S.  Clabk,  iS'cAooI  Commissioner 
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Union  free  scbools  have  been  csfabllsbed  at  Cape  Vincent, 
Dexter  and  Sackett's  Elarbor.  A  new  union  Ecbool  building  ia 
being  erected  at  Dexter.  We  now  have  four  union  free  school 
districts  in  this  commissioner  district.  During  the  past  year  two 
school  districts  have  been  annulled  and  the  territory  of  each  an- 
nexed to  adjoining  districts. 

School  authoriticB  and  teachers  have  complied  with  the  require* 
ments  of  the  new  physiology  law. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  bas  not  been  thoronghly  en- 
forced. As  3  rule  the  Flag  Law  bas  been  received  and  complied 
with  in  a  patriotic  spirit. 

The  graded  institute  held  at  Clayton,  May  18-22,  proved  one  of 
the  best  ever  held  in  this  commissioner  district,  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  the  Department  for  the  kindly  consideration  and 
effort  put  forth,  resulting  in  so  much  of  good  to  ns  as  teachers. 


LEWIS  COUNTY  —  Piust  DisrEicrr 
Charles  D.  Hill,  School  CommUaioner 
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During  the  past  year  I  have  made  201  offlciat  visits,  this  is  11  short 
of  what  I  made  last  year,  but  is  accoanted  for  by  the  great  increase 
of  clerical  work  required  by  the  Department.  I  bave  found  the 
schools,  in  general,  improving,  and  the  teachers  onxloas  to  do  tlieir 
best. 

The  new  regulations,  relating  to  licensing  teacbera  are  a  great 
advance  on  the  old,  and  I  believe  will  result  in  much  good  to  the 
public  Bcbools. 
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The  Compnlaory  Education  Law  has  helped  the  attendance  some- 
what, and  It  is  liliel;  that  the  change  from  the  trustee  to  a  town 
oflBcer  will  malte  the  system  nearly  perfect. 

I  believe  that  no  marked  advancement  will  be  made  in  the  raral 
schools  nntil  we  have  more  and  better  aupervigion,  nnifonn  (free) 
text-books,  a  uniform  course  of  study  based  on  these  text -books,  and 
a  better  system  for  the  employment  and  general  regulation  of  the 
schools. 


LEWIS  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
Lewis  A.  Twining,  M.  D.,  School  Commissioner 
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The  two  (treat  educational  refornm  most  needed  in  our  public- 
schools  are  the  township  system  and  educational  requirements 
for  the  office  of  school  commissioner. 

Excellent  work  was  done  at  the  teachers'  institute  held  Novem- 
ber 18th  to  22d,  1895.  at  Lowville.  It  was  conducted  by  Prof.  A.  C. 
McLacblan,  assisted  by  Prof.  A.  S.  Powninff,  Prof.  A.  M.  Wright. 
Miss  Gratia  L,  Rice  and  Mlsa  Anna  K.  Eggleston. 

The  Lewis  County  Teachers'  Association  met  at  Lowville  in  Janu- 
ary, and  at  Constableville  in  May.  The  associations  were  well  at- 
tended and  were  very  helpful  to  the  teachers. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Superintendent 
and  his  efficient  assistants  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  to 
me  during  my  term  of  office.  To  the  teachers  I  also  wish  to  acknowl- 
edge my  appreciation  of  their  loyal  support  and  hearty  co-operation 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  schools. 


COMMIBSIONEES'    RePOETS LlVTHOSTOW   CoTOTT 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY  — First  District 
Jahes  D.  8CLLI7AN,  Bckool  Commissioner 
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As  far  as  possible  w«  bave  planned  and  labored  for  the  edaca- 
tioDal  and  social  advancement  of  more  than  7,000  children  who  have 
fallen  within  the  lines  of  our  influence  during  the  past  six  jeani,  and 
the  results  are  proof  that  we  have  not  labored  in  vain. 

Our  work  has  broupht  ns  into  close  relations  and  sympathy  with 
more  than  500  teucherB,  whose  Rood  will  and  co-operation  we  have 
constantly  had.  And  the  fact  that  we  have  been  of  some  help  and 
encouragement  to  many  of  these  faithful  ones,  often  discouraged 
and  cast  down  under  their  burdens,  will  always  be  a  delightful  ex- 
perience for  us  to  remember. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  Avon,  from  January  6  to 
10, 1896,  with  Conductor  McLachlan  in  charge,  and  by  the  teachers 
In  attendance,  it  was  pronounced  to  be  the  best  they  had  ever  at- 
tended. For  quite  a  measure  of  the  saccesa  of  that  institnte  we 
wish  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  Principal  Wallace,  his 
assistant  teachers  and  the  citizens  of  Avon  who  were  constant  in 
their  efforts  to  assist  us. 


Dkpahtmbst  of  Pdblio  Inbibdction 


LIVINGSTOX  COUNTY —Second  Disteict 
S.  L.  WiiiTLOCK,  School  Commissioner 
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The  work  of  the  srhools  in  this  district  during  the  past  year  has 
been  penorally  satisfactory.  Tlie  Biipply  of  teachers  has  been 
larfTPr.  aud  trustees  hare  been  able  to  exercise  some  decree  of  choice 
in  selecting  those  to  whom  the  educational  worlr  of  their  districts 
was  to  be  consigned,  a  decided  improvement  upon  the  condition  of 
things  in  some  porlions  of  the  district  in  the  previous  year.  Teachers 
are  nial;iug  more  thorough  preparation  for  their  work,  and  are  be- 
ginning to  regard  the  schoolroom  as  the  scene  of  their  life  work 
rather  than  as  a  place  of  last  resort  when  other  avenues  of  employ- 
ment are  closed.  Those  who  teacli  from  necessity  rather  than 
choice,  may  do  good  work,  but  it  is  evident  that  in  such  cases,  the 
limits  of  possibility  so  far  aa  teaching  is  concerned,  can  never  be 
attained. 

Teaching  is  a  profession  requiring  special  natural  adaptation  and 
preparatory  training.  The  "born  teacher"  may  accomplish  much 
In  virtue  of  his  natural  endowments,  but  he  can  never  reach  the  full 
measure  of  professional  excellence  unless  bis  inherent  ability  Is 
supplemented  by  the  lessons  drawn  only  from  the  knowledge  and 
espericDce  of  those  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  the  study  of 
the  "how"  and  "why"  of  intellectnal  development.  Zeal,  energy, 
and  tact  may,  to  some  extent  compensate  for  the  lack  of  experience, 
but  the  best  results  are  obtained  by  those  only  whose  educational 
work  has  passed  (he  experimental  stage. 

In  this  connection,  the  inlluence  of  professional  training  schools 
can  scarcely  be  over-eslimaled.  Teachers  are  keenly  alive  to  this 
fact,  and  are  eagerly  availing  themselves  of  all  possible  oppor- 
tunities of  attending  them. 

Ournnnual  institute,  held  at  Nonda,  was  attended  by  the  teaching 
force  of  the  district  and  also  by  many  others  Interested  In  educa- 
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tional  work  from  other  districts.  Conductor  Stout  and  his  assist- 
ants from  the  institute  corps,  and  from  the  faculty  of  the  Geneseo 
Normal  School  fairly  eclipsed  all  their  previous  efforts,  and  won 
goldem  opinions  from  all  those  who  attended  the  exercises.  The 
faculty  of  the  Nunda  Union  School,  the  board  of  education,  the  local 
press  and  the  community  generally,  all  joined  in  welcoming  the 
institute.  A  reception  was  given  by  the  citizens  to  the 
instructors  and  visiting  teachers,  and  nothing  was  left  undone  to 
render  the  occasion  pleasant  and  profitable.  Prof.  Downing,  of  the 
State  Department,  Supervisor  of  Institutes,  made  us  a  brief  visit,  as 
bearer  of  the  fraternal  greetings  of  Superintendent  Skinner.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  state  that  his  characteristic  remarks  were 
enthusiastically  -received. 

The  union  schools  of  the  district  show  a  decided  advance  in 
various  lines  of  school  work,  indicative  of  thorough  scholarship  and 
efficient  instruction.  They  are  generally  doing  good  work,  and  are 
receiving  the  cordial  support  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are 
located. 

The  work  of  the  training  class  at  the  Dansville  Union  School  has 
exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  Every  member  of  the 
class  entitled  to  examination  under  the  time  limit  of  the  new  rules 
of  training  class  organization,  successfully  passed  the  ordeal,  and 
received  the  certificate  of  graduation.  The  members  of  the  class 
and  their  instructors  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  eminently 
successful  manner  in  which  they  performed  the  work  of  the  year. 
The  recent  reorganization  of  the  training  class  course,  introducing 
new  studies,  and  materially  changing  the  character  of  the  certifi- 
cates given  to  its  graduates,  have  greatly  enhanced  its  usefulness; 
combining  as  it  does  many  valuable  features  of  both  union  and 
normal  school  courses,  it  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
many  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  professional 
training. 

The  condition  of  our  district  schools  has  not  materially  changed 
from  that  given  in  the  report  of  last  year.  Terms  of  individual  ser- 
vice have  been  longer,  and  there  have  been  less  frequent  changes  of 
teachers.  Many  of  the  older  teachers  have  returned  from  attend- 
ance at  professional  schools,  to  their  accustomed  fields  of  labor,  and 
in  consequence,  the  character  and  general  efficiency  of  instruction 
have  been  materially  improved.  The  patrons  generally,  are  mani- 
festing a  greater  degree  of  interest  in  school  matters.  Several 
school  buildings  have  been  extensively  repaired,  reseated,  and  fur- 
nished with  necessary  equipments.  The  graded  course  of  study  has 
simplified  the  work  of  teachers,  stimulated  better  attendance,  and  in 
various  ways,  has  been  productive  of  beneficial  results. 

Tlie  recent  change  in  the  '*  Compulsory  Attendance  Law,"  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  The  appointment  of  attendance  officers 
for  rural  districts,  will,  undoubtedly,  insult  in  securing  better  at- 
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teudaDce  in  snch  schools,  if  the  anthority  of  ench  offlcera  is  discreetly 
exercised.  The  observaDce  of  law  depeuds  largely  upon  the  sus- 
taining force  of  public  opinion.  The  average  American  citizen  Is 
disposed  to  be  law  abiding,  but  the  great  diversity  of  social  and 
physical  conditions  existing  In  cities  and  rural  districts,  render  it 
questionable  whether  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  can  everywhere  be 
enforced.  In  view  of  such  diversity  anything  more  than  a  general 
observance  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  can  scarcely  be  expected  with- 
ont  additional  modifying  legislation. 


MADISON  COUNTY  — FiitST  District 
Roi.r.iN  C.  pRANGis,  School  Commissioner 
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MADISON  COUNTY —  Second  Distuict 
L.  A.  Parkhurst,  School  Commissioner 
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No  great  change  has  taken  place  in  this  commissioiier  district 
since  my  report  of  last  year,  however,  a  few  changes  have  been  made 
which  I  believe  are  for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  in  this  dis- 
trict, notable  among  which  is  the  change  from  a  common  school  in 
district  No.  1,  the  town  of  Smithfield,  to  a  union  free  school;  the 
consolidation  of  districts  Nos.  1  and  13  of  Fenner,  No.  12  of  Sullivan 
and  No.  4  of  Lincoln  into  one  common  school  district;  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped,  providing  the  order  of  consolidation  is  upheld  by 
the  Department,  which  said  order  was  duly  appealed  from  and  is 
now  pending  before  the  Superintendent,  that  a  union  free  school 
district  will  be  formed  of  such  consolidated  district.  These  are  the 
two  instances  mentioned  in  my  report  of  1894  to  the  effect  that 
public  sentiment  was  crystalizing  toward  forming  union  free 
schools  in  those  sections. 

The  number  of  teachers  have  been  increased  one  during  the  past 
year,  but  the  number  of  pupils  who  attended  school  were  only 
5,214  as  compared  with  5,252  the  year  before;  but  with  this  decrease 
in  the  number  of  children  attending  school  the  total  attendance  has 
been  increased  about  3,000,  which  I  believe  is  largely  due  to  the 
effect  of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law;  and,  furthermore,  I  am 
convinced  that  under  the  amendment  as  passed  by  our  last  Legis- 
lature authorizing  town  boards  to  appoint  a  town  attendance  officer 
for  each  town,  the  average  daily  attendance  will  be  greater  for  the 
present  than  for  the  past  school  year. 

I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  the  work  done  in  this  commissioner 
district  during  the  past  school  year,  taken  as  a  whole,  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  work  of  any  previous  year. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  among  the  teachers  of  this  district  a  spirit  of 
progression,  an  earnest  effort  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  and  the 
desire  to  use  only  the  most  approved  methods  of  instruction. 

A  training  class  was  instructed  the  past  year  in  the  Oneida  High 
School  by  Miss  Jennie  Housley,  and  the  results  of  the  year's  work 
was  so  satisfactory  that  I  can  not  refrain  from  mentioning  the  same. 
Out  of  a  total  of  18  members  for  the  year,  12  obtained  professional 
certificates,  and  one  conditioned  on  passing  grammar  in  a  first-grade 
examination  held  August  13th  and  14th. 

An  institute  was  held  in  this  commissioner  district,  December  9th 
to  13th  inclusive,  by  Prof.  A.  0.  McLachlan,  which  was  larger  and 
better  attended,  and  gave  as  good  results  as  the  one  held  in  1894  at 
Oneida. 

Each  school  in  this  commissioner  district  owns  a  flag  and  staff, 
and  has  displayed  the  flag  during  the  past  year,  as  the  law  directs. 

I  am  satisfled  that  the  law  with  reference  to  teaching  physiology 
and  hygiene  in  the  common  schools  has  boon  substantially  and  fully 
complied  with,  and  am  pleased  to  say,  cheerfully  so  in  nearly  every 
instance. 
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No  new  bnUdinga  bare  been  erected  in  tliis  commissioner  district 
dnring  Ihe  pnst  year,  but  the  repairs,  and  clianfiea  of  sciiool  fur- 
niture have  gone  on  as  uecessit;  required  regardless  of  tlie  general 
depression  in  business. 


MONROE  COUNTY  —  First  District 
A.  Worth  Palmer,  School  Commissioner 


TOWNS 

DETMICT 

i 
!i 

if 

ii 

1 

if 

ll 

-f.s 

--1 

Ij 

II 
11 

1? 

■3 

1 
^1 

3' 

ill 

Is 
11 

II 

z 

H       ^ 

■< 

A 

, 

,T 

HU 

(C.7H 

*iR,s:» 

rm*n 

IS 

ij 

10 

LU 

TiJ 

Tll.gXi 

iu,!^ 

4,367  IB 

Zl 

Tmil 

•7 

166 

'*' 

s,a8S 

flW-sM 

*]M,»»J 

»lS.Ki4  609 

tlU.158  a 

•ia.TIOffi 

113 

In  subtnittiDf^  my  tbird  nnnnal  report,  I  regret  tliat  I  can  not 
consistently  claim  such  marked  improvements  as  I  Qnd  reported 
from  some  districts.  But  wliile  the  scliools  have  not  made  tnar- 
relous  advances,  I  am  certain  that  there  has  been  a  steady  im- 
provement. 

The  course  of  stndy  Is  being  followed  more  closely  by  progres- 
Bive  teachers  In  the  common  district  schools,  and  the  results  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  in  larger  schools.  The  poor  results 
and  adverse  criticisms  come  almost  entirely  from  those  schools 
in  which  the  teacher  while  nominally  following  the  course,  gives 
it  no  careful  study  or  systematic  application.  I  find  that  the  ex- 
aminations can  not  be  generally  used  to  the  best  advantage  on 
account  of  the  difference  in  the  time  of  opening  the  scbools  and 
the  varying  length  of  the  terms.  A  uniform  date  for  the  com- 
mencemi-nt  of  schools  would  do  much  to  remedy  this. 

Tlie  improvement  in  the  schools  can  be  best  shown  by  a  com- 
parison of  the  grades  of  certificates  held  by  teachers  in  1893-4,  and 
in  1893-6.  I  found  on  taking  my  office  that  a  number  of  teachers 
holding  normal  diplomas,  flrst  and  second-grade  certificates  were 
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without  schools  tor  tlie  reaflon  that  teachers  holding  third-grade 
certificates  won  under  the  low  staadurd  required  by  the  Depart- 
ment at  that  time,  bad  secured  the  scbooU  at  wages  less  than  an 
experieoced  teacher,  specially  fitted  for  the  work,  could  afford  to 
accept.  One  of  my  first  oflicial  acts  was  to  raise  the  standard  of 
requirements  for  third-grade  certificates  with  the  following  re- 
sults: In  1S93-4  there  were  38  normal  diplomas,  63  second-grade 
and  52  third-grade.  In  1805-C  there  were  60  normal  diplomas,  10 
training  class  and  G3  second-grade  and  IC  third-grade.  Thirteen 
of  the  Ifi  third-grade  teachers  won  their  second  as  soon  as  eligible. 
There  has  been  no  lack  of  competent  teachers  in  this  commissioner 
district,  and  at  this  date  a  surplus,  with  but  four  third-grade  cer- 
tificates in  force. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  19  training  class  graduates,  out  of  21 
registered  in  the  classes,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  secured  achooU. 
I  believe  the  training  classes  as  now  condacted  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  our  schools,  and  make  It  possible  to  ultimately  do  away 
with  third-grade  certificates. 


MONROE  COUNTY  —  Skcond  Disteiot 
Chaukcbt  Bbainaud,  School  Commissioner 
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This,  to  me,  has  been  the  most  satisfactory  year  since  I  hare 
been  commissioner.  The  new  school  building  at  Churchrille  has 
been  completed  and  the  grounds  graded.  It  is  a  credit  to  the 
board  of  education,  the  builder,  and  the  scliool  system  of  the  State. 
The  privilege  of  having  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Ainaworth 
deliver  the  dedicatory  address  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  resi- 
24 
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deats  of  the  district.  Tlie  Bcbool  at  Lincoln  Park  is  growing 
rapidly  and  an  addition  to  tlie  schoolhoase  is  being  made.  Scotts- 
vllle  and  Hilton  have  established  union  schools. 

The  number  of  children  of  school  age  in  the  district  is  6,377 ;  the 
number  attending  school,  5,516.  If  I  had  a  report  of  the  children 
attending  the  primary,  intermediate  and  academic  departments 
of  the  Brockport  Normal  School,  the  showing  would  be  still 
better.  The  aggregate  attendance  ia,  595,559.  The  number  n^is- 
tered  is  113  more  than  a  year  ago,  but  only  20  more  than  six  years 
ago.  The  aggregate  attendance  is,  29,803  more  than  last  year, 
and  73,867  more  than  six  years  ago;  an  increase  in  attendance  in 
six  years,  of  14  per  cent,  but  no  increase  in  registration. 

Something  has  been  done  toward  enforcing  the  Compulsory 
Education  Law,  and  with  attendance  ofBcers  in  each  town,  I  be- 
lieve we  shall  make  a  still  better  record  next  year. 

The  time  for  taking  the  school  census  should  be  changed  from 
the  last  week  in  June  to  the  last  week  in  September. 


MONTOOMKRY   COUNTY 
J.  H.  Weinmann,  School  Commissioner 
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In  presenting  my  sixth  and  last  annual  report,  I  want  to  first 
call  attention  to  some  apparent  educational  improvements  in  onr 
county : 

First.  Nparly  all  of  our  school  sites  have  been  decorated  with 
trees,  flower  beds,  flagstatTH  and  flags.  Our  school  buildings  are 
generally  in  good  repair,  and  most  of  them  are  supplied  with  an 
efficient  system  of  heating  and  ventilation. 


COMMISSIONBRS'  RbPOKTS  —  MONTOOMSRY  CoUNTY  371 

Second.  Our  teachers  now  are  all  educationally  qualified  for 
the  positions  they  fill.  This  is  largely  due,  of  course,  to  the  State's 
uniform  system  of  teachers'  examinations.  But  it  is  also  due  to 
the  care  with  which  those  examinations  have  been  conducted,  and 
the  evident  growth  of  the  sense  of  honor  among  our  teachers — ^to 
which  I  want  to  bear  testimony.  During  the  past  three  years  I 
have  required  third-grade  candidates  to  take  a  professional  ex- 
amination upon  Page's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  and  the 
regulations  governing  uniform  examinations. 

Third.  Our  teachers  are  doing  more  definite  teaching,  as  the 
examinations  of  their  pupils  plainly  show.  These  fruitful  results 
are  doubtless  partly  due  to  the  better  education  of  our  teachers. 
But  I  think  it  is  largely  due  to  the  stimulus  of  the  Regents'  ex- 
amination and  the  use  of  the  State  common  school  course  of 
study.  Quite  a  large  number  of  our  rural  schools  regularly  send 
their  advanced  pupils  to  neighboring  Regents'  examinations;  and 
most  of  our  teachers  in  both  common  and  union  schools  are 
guided  in  the  sub-academic  work  by  the  State  standard  as  laid 
down  in  our  common  school  course  of  study. 

Our  Compulsory  Education  Lawshouldbesoamendedastocom- 
pel  attendance  from  the  time  the  school  opens  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts until  its  close,  instead  of  from  October  1st  to  June  1st.  The 
exemption  of  September  and  June  leads  many  children  not  to 
attend  at  all,  or  to  not  attend  regularly  during  those  months, 
simply  because  they  "  don't  have  to  " — ^to  the  evident  injury  of 
both  pupils  and  schools. 

Town  attendance  officers  should  be  fully  instructed  by  the  De- 
partment as  to  their  duties,  and  they  should  be  advised  as  to  the 
best  method  of  performing  those  duties.  Such  authoritative  in- 
struction and  advice  would  tend  to  make  the  law  more  popular, 
and  would  assist  the  town  boards  in  selecting  suitable  officers 
and  paying  them  equitably  for  their  services. 

The  township  system  of  school  organization  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  district  system,  in  order  to  secure  more  intelligent 
local  management,  more  equitable  taxation  and  more  efficient 
supervision. 

-School  commissioner  districts  should  be  limited  to  50  school  dis- 
tricts, and  each  commissioner  should  be  provided  with  a  compe- 
tent clerk.  Otherwise,  fairly  efficient  supervision  of  rural  school 
work  by  commissioners  is  impossible. 

Candidates  for  the  office  of  school  commissioner  should  be  re- 
quired to  possess  an  officially  certified  educational  qualification 
at  least  equal  to  that  of  persons  holding  first-grade  teachers' 
certificates. 
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NIAGARA   COUNrY  — Fin3T   Distiuot 
Arch  C.  Bcoby,  School  Commiastoner 
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Ib  Bubmittiag  Biy  sixth  and  last  report  to  the  DepartBient,  I 
waBt  to  tbouk  joo  for  the  many  courtesies  that  I  have  received 
from  you.  Several  districts  are  getting  ready  to  build  new 
bouses.  Gasport  has  voted  to  put  up  a  new  school  building. 
The  change  In  the  regulations  extending  the  certificates  aod 
having  them  expire  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  meets  oar 
approval. 

Our  institute  at  Middleport  did  all  of  our  teachers  a  great  deal 
of  good.  The  drawing  class  under  the  supervisioa  of  Miss  Rice 
was  one  of  the  best  meetings  we  have  had  in  this  county  in  the 
year.  About  CO  of  the  teachers  took  advantage  of  the  drawing 
and  we  could  see  the  effects  in  the  examination. 


NIAGARA  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
Robert  G.  Woods,  School  Commissioner 
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I  am  nnable  to  report  any  special  adviincement  along  the  line 
of  educational  work,  but  feel  justified  in  saying  that  a  majority 
of  the  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  graded  course  of  study  has  been  in  operation  in  this  dis- 
trict during  the  past  six  years  and  has  some  firm  adherents  among 
the  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  schools. 

During  the  past  year  school  district  No.  8,  town  of  Newfane, 
has  erected  a  new  schoolhouse  which,  although  not  expensive,  is 
a  credit  to  the  district.  District  No.  G,  town  of  Porter,  should 
have  a  new  building  and,  as  both  the  candidates  for  the  office, 
now  held  by  me,  reside  in  that  district  (Ransoraville),  a  new  build- 
ing will  undoubtedly  be  erected  in  the  near  future. 

A  comparison  of  this  report  with  the  one  of  the  previous  "year 
shows  a  decrease  of  G2  in  the  number  of  children  attending  school 
and  a  decrease  of  4,205  days  aggregate  attendance.  The  average 
attendance  this  year,  however,  is  a  little  higher,  being  99.4  days 
for  each  pupil  registered  as  against  98.9  last  year. 

Our  institute  was  held  at  Niagara  Falls,  September  16-20,  Con- 
ductor Hendrick  having  charge,  and  being  assisted  by  Miss  Eg- 
gleston.  Dr.  Cassety,  Professor  Bishop  and  Miss  Manson  of  Buf- 
falo. Professor  Dana  of  Fredonia,  Commissioner  Brainard  of 
Monroe  county,  Superintendent  N.  L.  Benham,  Principal  Lovell, 
W.  J.  Downey,  Miss  Johnson  and  others  of  Niagara  Falls.  It  was 
a  graded  institute  and  proved  reasonably  satisfactory  to  the 
teachers  and  commissioners.  Supervisor  Downing  was  present 
during  a  portion  of  the  session  and  gave  the  teachers  some  ex- 
cellent advice,  which  will  bear  fruit  in  the  future. 

The  teachers  of  this  county  keep  up  their  interest  in  the  Niagara 
County  Teachers'  Association,  which  meets  three  times  yearly. 
This  organization  has  been  in  existence  over  50  years  and  bids 
fair  to  continue  at  least  long  enough  to  make  a  century  run. 
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ONEIDA  COUNTY  —  First  District 
CoHA  A.  Datis,  School  Commissioner 
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The  year  '95--'96  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  our  schools. 
The  teaching  force  has  heen  increased  from  75  to  78  teachers. 
15  of  whom  are  normal  graduates  and  11  holders  of  first  grade 
certificates.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  no  applications  for 
temporary  licenses  have  been  made  during  the  past  year. 

The  teachers'  institute  for  this  district  was  held  at  Whitesboro, 
April  6-10.  Henry  R,  Ranford,  Ph.  D.,  was  conductor  and  he  was 
ably  assisted  by  Dr.  Milne  of  Geneseo  Normal,  Dr.  Jones  of  the 
Plattsburgh  Normal,  Mrs.  Eastman  of  Cortland  Normal  and  Miss 
Rice,  Instructor  of  drawing,  A  lecture  by  Hon.  Charles  E.  Fitch 
on  Abraham  Lincoln  stirred  the  teachers  with  patriotic  admira- 
tion. 

Daring  the  past  three  years  we  have  been  pleased  to  note 
the  steady  progress  made  along  educational  lines.  In  1893  the 
number  of  children  attending  school  in  this  district  was  2,C09, 
with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  266,345  days.  In  1896  the  regis- 
tration was  3,266,  with  an  attendance  of  307,704  days.  To  the 
compulsory  law  is  largely  due  the  Increase.  We  are  glad  that 
the  enforcement  of  this  important  measure  is  to  be  placed  in 
different  hands.  It  was  impossible  for  the  trustees  to  submit 
Batisfaotory  reports  as  called  for  in  their  annual  reports  to  school 
commissioners.  The  valuation  of  school  buildings  and  sites  has 
advanced  |I3,145  during  the  past  three  years,  while  that  of  tai- 
able  property  has  depreciated  $n58,(!07.  Many  of  our  school  dis- 
tricts expected  a  larger  appropriation  on  account  of  increased 
school  attendance.  Sevent.v-flve  teachers  were  employed  in  1893, 
to  whom  was  paid  |21,521,95,  or  an  average  salary  of  J28R.95.  In 
1896,  to  the  78  teachers  employed,  |23,413.47  was  paid,  or  an 
ATerage  salary  of  fSOO.lS. 
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ONEIDA  COUNTY  —  Sbcond  District 
F,  P.  Peiroh,  School  Commisaioner 
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That  the  achoola  of  this  district,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  in  good 
condition,  is  a  fair  statement  to  make.  Some  bare  greatlj  im- 
proved; others  have  deteriorated.  It  is  impossible  to  maintain 
an  even  standard  when  the  selection  of  teachers  is  left  entirely  to 
men  who  prefer,  as  a  rule,  cheap  rather  than  good  service,  or  to 
those  who  can  not  discern  teachers  from  laborers. 

A  cause  of  great  annoyance  to  all  school  officers  haa  been  the 
imposition  practiced  by  unlicensed  teachers.  The  «laB8  of  per- 
sons who  fail  to  procure  licenses  to  teach  is  large;  ita  members 
frequently  represent  themselves  to  be  fully  qualified  according  to 
law,  and  as  having  secured  a  contract  to  teach,  open  their  schools, 
conceal  or  misrepresent  the  fact  and  continue  to  teach  as  long 
as  possible.  A  proper  and  efficient  remedy  for  the  abuse  would 
be  to  bar  such  persons  from  competing  in  examinations. 

Physiology  has  been  taught,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
statute,  in  all  schools.  To  say  that  its  effect  is  either  good  or 
bad  would  presume  a  too  intimate  acquaintance  with  each  indi- 
vidual. There  are,  however,  startling  and  widely-known  examples 
of  bad  results  from  the  present  method  of  teaching  the  subject. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law,  in  its  enforcement  and  effect,  is 
a  failure.  Its  provisions  have  no  terrors  for  those  who  do  not 
care  if  their  children  are  not  in  school.  Almost  every  district  has 
riolators  of  the  law,  and  often  the  one  who  heeds  its  provisions 
least  is  a  school  offlcer.  Two  arrests  of  parents  have  been  made. 
In  each  case  no  school  officer  would  lay  the  information  which 
would  lead  to  an  arrest.  Both  offenders  were  brought  before  me, 
as  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  no  other  magistrate  being  fonod  who 
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was  williDg  to  risk  the  almost  certain  suit  for  clrll  damaj^ea.  So 
loDK  as  there  is  no  oITlcer  to  act  as  a  prosecutiop  attorney  there 
will  be  few  prosecutiona.  No  one  cares  to  hire  a  lawj-er  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  people  when  it  Is  in  a  matter  of  prose- 
cnting  a  neighbor, 


ONEIDA  COUNTY  — TmED  District 
8.  L.  Harding,  School  Commissioner 
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Three  years  apo  it  seemed  to  be  the  idea  of  many  teachers  that 
they  were  entitled  to  a  certificate  whether  they  passed  the  roqnired 
examinations  or  not;  that  the  regulations  made  at  Albany  were 
a  mere  matter  of  form  and  nothing  to  be  respected.  This  idea 
is  not  prevalent  now,  and  I  am  not  anooyed  nearly  as  mach  by 
requests  for  Bpecial  favors.  During  the  past  year  1  have  examined 
2C1  candidates,  and  issued  5  first,  35  second  and  27  third-grade 
certificates.  I  feel  that  on  the  whole  I  now  have  a  very  competent 
corps  of  teachers. 

We  have  a  flag  in  every  district,  and  the  physiology  and  com- 
pulsory laws  have  been  pretty  thoroughly  observed. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  see  more  interest  manifested  Id  the  libra- 
ries, and  have  tried  to  arouse  an  interest,  bat  so  far  the  results 
have  not  been  very  gratifying. 

District  No.  7,  In  tbe  town  of  Rome,  has  been  dissolved  and 
the  territory  added  to  districts  13,  14  and  IC. 

One  new  building  Is  being  built  and  several  have  been  exten- 
sively repaired  and  reseated. 
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ONONDAGA  COUNTY  —  Finsi  DisinrcT 
MATTnaw  O.  Fbawlst,  School  CommiuioMr 
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In  makiog  my  third  annual  report  of  the  schools  in  the 
first  commisaioner  district  of  Onondaga  conntj,  I  am  tborongblj 
convinced  that  it  has  been  a  fairlj  prosperous  jear  of  school  work. 

A  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Bald winsfi lie  under  the  siiper- 
visioD  of  Conductor  A.  C.  McLachlan,  and  was  pronounced  b;  the 
teachers  the  best  thej  bad  ever  attended.    It  was  very  practical, 
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and  the  teachers  became  so  much  interested  that  many  ezpreaBed 
a  wish  that  it  miglit  coutiuiie  another  weel;.  In  reviewing  the 
year's  work  I  have  no  liesitation  iu  holding  tliat  institute  respon- 
sible for  liaving  set  in  luoliou  iulluences  that  have  proven  a  rich 
blessing  to  our  schools. 

There  has  been  much  repairing  done  on  old  school  bnildings 
the  i>ji»l  year.  An  addition  to  the  scliuol  building  in  Dis- 
trict Xo.  10,  town  of  I.ysander,  is  being  constructed,  and  is  to  be 
equipped  with  the  very  best  sysiein  of  heating  and  ventilation, 
costing,  in  tli(^  aggregale,  about  ^fi,l)tJO.  Tliis  building,  when  com- 
plete, will  be  one  of  tlie  finest  10  room  buildings  in  central  New 
York. 

We  now  have  a  teachers'  association  that  is  truly  alive.  Prin- 
cipal C.  II.  De  Kroyft,  of  I'lainvllle,  acting  as  president;  Principal 
G.  X.  White,  uf  Camilhis,  vice-jiresidcnt,  and  Miss  Jennie  Dietz. 
secretary.  The  last  meeting  was  held  at  Camillus,  and  was  well 
attended  and  a  very  i)ro!*pi'riiiit<  mieiing  for  all.  The  good  people 
of  Camillus  gave  a  free  entertainment  to  the  teachers  in  attend- 
ance. 

The  commissioner's  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  in  nearly 
all  of  our  schools  and  will,  I  l>elieve.  do  much  toward  perfecting 
the  work. 


ONOXDAGA   COrXTY  —  Second  Disteuct 
■     Ali'hed  F.  I'ltKSLi:!',  School  Commissioner 
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The  general  condition  of  llie  schnols  of  this  commissioner  district 
is  continually  {rmwing  iK'tler.  Trustees  and  patrons  alike  are 
awake  to  the  idea  that  the  schools  of  the  rural  districts  need 
caring  for  and  the  result  is  a  better  Bopervision  all  tbroagh. 
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Trustees  instead  of  engaging  tiie  cheapest  teacher  possible,  are 
procuring  a  better  grade  of  teacher  and  paying  higher  salaries. 
The  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  been  better  than  in 
previous  yeai'S,  an  increftse  being  shown  over  last  year  of  268 
pupils  and  in  total  atrtendance  ;«).1(H.  Many  districts  hare  made 
imppovements  in  buildings  and  surroundings,  showing  a  deeper 
degree  of  interest  in  the  schools. 

During  the  past  schuol  year  229  candidates  were  examined  under 
ihe  unifoiTu  sy&tem.  Of  tliis  number  five  received  first  grade 
wrtiflcatef,  45  second  gnide,  and  30  received  third  grade  certifi- 
cates; 14!)  failed  to  obtain  certificates  of  any  grade. 

Two  tniining  classes  were  successfully  maintained  during  the 
past  yL-ar,  nne  at  Onondaga  Valley  and  cue  at  TuUy.  Thirty-seven 
training  class  certiJicates  were  earned  and  issued.  It  is  needless 
to  speak  of  the  e.\cellent  work  done  by  these  classes;  suffice  it  to 
slate  that  the  graduates  make  an  excellent  addition  to  the  corps 
of  teachers  of  this  district. 

Since  my  last  report  1  have  recomm«'nded  12  young  teachers  for 
appointment  to  the  normal  schools  of  the  State, 


ONONDAGA  COUNTY  —  Third  DrsTBicr 
N,  F.   Benkhict,  School  Commiaaioner 
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In  submitting  my  third  annual  rejwrt  I  am  gratified  to  note 
the  steady  growth  and  advancement  of  educational  interests  in 
the  schools  throughout  the  district.  The  union  and  grade  schools 
seem  to  show  greater  advancement  than  do  the  rural  districts, 
consequently,  the  patrons  of  the  smaller  districts  seem  to  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  much  better  advantages  are  given  in  such 
schools  which  has  a  decided  tendency  toward  conceutration  or 
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the  township  sjstem.  The  rural  schools  however  are  Becking  a 
better  class  of  teachers  and  bj  so  doing  we  Lope  to  report  con- 
tinued improTement.  We  now  have  six  union  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict employing  48  teachers;  also  six  graded  schools  emplojing 
two  or  more  teachers  each. 

In  a  few  of  the  rural  district  schools  the  enforcement  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Education  Law  has  not  met  my  expectation.  Children 
hare  been  allowed  to  remain  at  home  to  assist  in  the  farm 
and  domestic  worl:.  Howerer,  we  liave  an  increase  In  number  o( 
children  attending  school  of  1X7  and  14,417  days  of  attendance 
over  last  year,  which  is  encouraging  to  say  the  least. 

Our  institute  held  at  Manlius  during  the  weelc  commencing  Sep- 
tember 9,  with  Dr.  Henry  E.  Sanford  as  conductor,  was  a  decided 
success.  While  the  doctor  has  labored  much  and  long  in  the  work 
he  did  not  fail  to  impart  educational  enthusiasm  and  inspire  our 
teachers  to  do  more  and  better  work  than  ever  before. 

Uiss  Himes  in  her  energetic  way  gave  us  most  excellent  work 
in  drawing,  wiiile  primary  work  which  needs  no  commendation 
was  presented  by  Miss  Eggleston,  who  simply  captivates  the 
teachers  wherever  she  goes  and  makes  many  of  them  wish  the; 
were  a  child  again. 

During  the  past  year  two  training  classes  have  been  maintained. 
One  of  14  members  at  East  Syracuse  normal  school,  and  the  other 
of  18  members  at  Pabius  union  school.  Four  of  the  former  and 
17  of  the  latter  succeeded  in  passing  for  a  training  class  certifi- 
cate, and  at  this  time  ail  have  succeeded  in  securing  schools  for 
the  ensuing  year. 


ONTARIO  COUNTY  —  First  District 
LeGrand  L.  Morse,  School  Commissioner 
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In  presenting  my  ninth  and  last  annual  report,  I  will  say  that 
the  work  of  the  year  Las  been  generally  satisfactory.  Teachers 
and  pupils  are  striving  to  do  better  work,  and  an  increased  number 
of  pupils  in  the  common  schools  are  looking  forward  to  a  more 
extended  course  in  some  one  of  the  union  schools,  of  which  we  now 
have  four  in  this  commissioner  district. 

The  younger  teachers  are  coming  to  understand  that  if  they 
are  to  keep  their  places  in  the  force,  they  must  become  bet- 
ter prepared  than  in  the  past.  The  Teachers*  Training  Class 
at  Geneva  has  been  doing  a  good  work  during  the  past  year  in 
giving  its  members  this  better  preparation.  Out  of  this  class  in- 
structed at  Geneva  eight  of  the  members  successfully  passed  the 
final  examination  and  obtained  certificates.  Th3se  teachers  have 
all  obtained  positions,  and,  if  successful  in  their  work,  will  be  priv- 
ileged, in  the  future,  to  avoid  the  much-dreaded  examinations. 

The  year  closing  July  31,  1896,  has  been  the  banner  year  for 
building  of  new  schoolhouses,  six  having  been  erected  in  the  dis- 
trict since  my  last  report.  The  village  of  Geneva  has  finished  two 
grammar  school  buildings  —  one  of  twelve  rooms  and  another  of 
eight  rooms.  These  are  both  provided  with  the  best  modem 
plans  of  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation.  Districts  Nos.  7  and  8, 
town  of  Geneva,  and  No.  5,  town  of  Gorham,  have  built  commo- 
dious single-room  schoolhouses.  The  village  of  Manchester  has 
finished,  at  a  cost  of  f  10,000,  a  new  seven-room  brick  building  of 
which  the  inhabitants  have  every  reason  to  feel  proud.  A  number 
of  other  districts  have  reseated  their  school-rooms.  In  the  matter 
of  building  and  furnishing,  it  has  been  a  very  progressive  year. 

An  excellent  teachers'  institute,  under  the  conductorship  of 
Professor  Welland  Hendrick,  with  an  able  corps  of  assistants,  was 
held  at  Geneva,  April  13-17.  This  meeting,  in  point  of  average 
attendance,  surpassed  any  we  have  held  since  I  became  commis- 
sioner. 

An  effort  was  made  during  the  past  year  to  introduce  the  Com- 
missioners' Graded  Course  of  study,  but  owing  to  the  limited  supply 
of  the  manuals,  some  schools  could  not  be  supplied.  The  be- 
ginning has  been  satisfactory,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  system 
will  soon  become  firmly  established. 

During  the  nine  years  I  have  served  as  commissioner  in  the 
first  commissioner  district  of  Ontario  county,  I  have  made  over 
1,400  official  visits  to  the  schools  composing  the  district,  have  held 
64  regular  examinations  under  the  uniform  system,  besides  two 
special  examinations  for  the  training  class;  have  granted  63  first 
grade,  386  second  grade,  304  third  grade  and  20  training  class  cer- 
tificates. The  teaching  force  has  increased  from  131  in  1888  to 
156  in  1896.  The  schoolhouses  have  increased  in  this  time  from  91 
to  93.    During  this  period  there  has  been  expended  for  libraries. 
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(4,351.13;  for  apparatus,  |4,405.C7,  and  for  building  and  repairs, 
the  Bum  of  ?120,200.31. 

From  January  1, 188S,  to  the  present  time,  there  have  been  bat 
two  school  lawsuits,  and  but  one  appeal  to  the  State  Superin- 
tendent. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
people  of  thi?  district  for  their  fjcnerous  support,  and  for  their  hos- 
pitable trpatmt'ut  while  attending  (o  my  duties,  and  to  the  teachers 
for  their  kindness  and  hearty  co-opuration  at  all  times.  I  also 
wish  to  tender  my  thanlis  to  tbe  Department  for  the  many  favors 
and  courteous  treatment  I  have  received. 


ONTARIO  COTINTV  —  Skc^ond  District 
Hiram  C.  Care,  f^ehool  Commissioner 
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Since  my  last  report  there  lias  been  no  marl;ed  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  this  commisHinner  disftnet,  but  the  ten- 
dency has  been  to  advance  steadily.  There  is  a  growing  desire 
among  our  teachers  to  better  their  condition,  as  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  during  the  past  year  I  have  issued  six  lirst-grade  licenses, 
and  one  State  license  has  been  issued  by  the  Department  to  this 
commissioner  district.  About  twenty  of  our  teachers  availed 
themselves  of  the  summer  schools,  so  generously  provided  by  the 
State,  at  Thousand  Island  Park.  Ohaulauipia  .^lld  Olens  Falls.  All 
report  themselves  as  highly  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
schools  were  conducted,  and  with  the  result  to  themselves  in  con- 
sequence of  their  attendance. 
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Duriug  the  past  year  death  has  visited  our  number  and  taken 
from  us  two  proiuUin};  young  teachers.  Miss  Mary  McCaffery  and 
M.  Raymond  Keed.  'llie  recent  cban^i^es  governing  the  uniform 
examinations  can  not  lielp  commending  themselves  to  anyone 
familiar  with  their  worliings. 

Our  Teachers'  Assoeialion  liehl  its  annual  meeting  at  Canan- 
daigua  last  December,  and  was  attended  by  over  !H)  per  cent,  of  the 
teachers  of  this  district.  Aside  from  our  local  help,  the  meeting 
was  indebted  to  I'lof.  Myron  T.  Scudder.  of  the  Hegents'  Depart- 
ment, and  to  Commifisioner  J.  D.  i^ullivan,  of  Livonia,  for  its 
success. 

Arbor  Day  has  been  observed  by  most  of  the  schools,  and  every 
trustee  reports  as  having  complied  with  the  law  requiring  a  United 
States  flag  to  be  displayed  nejir  the  school  building. 


ORANGE  COUNTY  — First  District 
Charles  Rivenbdrg,  School  Commissioner 
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District  No.  1,  town  of  Cornwall,  has  been  annulled  and  its  ter- 
ritory made  a  part  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  5.  A  school, 
however,  is  to  be  maintained  in  the  annulled  district. 

The  Hon,  Chas.  K.  Sliinner  and  the  Hon.  D.  E.  Ainsworth  were 
present  at  the  dedicatory  exercises  of  the  Walden  Academy,  and  de- 
livered addresses  highly  commendatory  of  the  scliool  board  and 
people.  The  inhabitants  of  this  village  are  particularly  intfrrested 
in  educational  matters.  Our  annual  institute  was  held  there  in 
May.  all  sessions  being  largely  attended  by  residents.  The  aver- 
age attendance  of  teachers  at  this  institute  was  DflJ  per  cent. 
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Cornwall  appropriated  f5,000  for  an  addition  to  ber  present 
bnildint;.  Cornwall-on-Hudsoa  appropriated  (8,000  demandei 
b;  an  iucreaaed  acliool  population.  Uotli  schools  are  well  officered 
with  progressive  men. 

District  No,  4,  town  of  Montgomery,  has  made  extensive  improve- 
ments, and  man;  other  districts  are  improved  by  minor  repairs. 

By  legislative  action  the  boundaries  of  the  two  commissioner 
districts  were  changed  to  conform  to  the  Assembly  district  honn- 
daries.  Tlie  towns  of  Crawford  and  Hamptonburgh  now  form  part 
of  the  first  district  and  Tuexdo  and  Woodbury  are  in  the  second 
district. 

Our  people  generally  are  much  interested  In  school  otFalrs. 
Upon  assuming  the  office  of  commissioner  1  found  40  per  cent  of 
the  teaching  force  normal  graduates  and  holders  of  first-grade  cer- 
tificates— a  high  average.  During  the  past  two  years  this  per  cent, 
has  increased  to  5.^,  showing  a  rapid  yet  healthy  growth. 

I  have  Introduced  into  the  district  the  graded  system,  and  already 
marked  Improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  broadness  and  greater 
amount  of  work  done.  It  was  my  pleasure,  at  the  close  of  the 
school  year,  to  grant  a  considerable  number  of  diplomas. 


ORANGE  COUNTY  —  Skcond  Distriot 
WiLLAitD  ]^f,  Clark,  School  Commissioner 
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Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  experienced  teachers  we  have  been 
obliged  to  place  a  number  of  teachers,  less  than  IS  years  of  nge, 
In  charge  of  some  of  the  smaller  schools.  I  have  observed  that 
about  40  per  cent,  of  the  beglDneni  ore  fallnres  as  school  teachers. 
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There  was  no  training  class  organized  in  this  commissioner  dis- 
trict dunng  the  past  year.  If  more  of  our  young  teachers  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  a  course  in  a  training 
class  they  would  be  better  fitted  for  their  work  as  teachers.  I 
am  pleased  to  see  that  a  greater  num'ber  of  applications  for  ap- 
pointment to  normal  schools  have  been  made  this  year.  We  have 
one  new  building  and  two  additions  in  course  of  construction, 
while  a  number  of  other  districts  are  making  needed  repairs. 

The  order  of  the  ^ate  Department  to  erect  flag-poles  and  to 
display  a  United  States  flag,  of  reasonable  size  therefrom  was 
met  with  approval  by  most  districts,  while  a  few  made  decided 
objections  to  the  necessary  expense  incurred  thereby.  A  number 
of  districts  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  erecting  very  nice 
poles  and  purchasing  large  flags  to  display  therefrom. 

While  the  number  of  children  attending  school  in  this  district 
remains  about  the  same,  the  aggregate  attendance  has  materially 
increased,  showing  that  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  had 
its  effect  in  a  number  of  districts.  Half  of  the  school  districts 
have  done  little  or  nothing  toward  enforcing  this  act. 

Ninety-six  of  the  100  districts  in  this  commissioner  district 
reported  observance  of  Arbor  Day,  and  136  trees  beside  shrubs 
and  vines  were  planted. 

Owing  to  the  change  in  boundaries  of  the  commissioner  districts 
of  Orange  county  17  school  districts  were  taken  from  this  district 
and  11  new  districts  were  added. 

The  teachers'  institute  which  was  held  in  Middletown,  April 
G  to  10,  inclusive,  and  conducted  by  Professor  Hendrick,  assisted 
by  Professor  Lattimer,  Miss  Himes,  and!  Miss  Eggleston  was  of 
great  interest  and  benefit  to  our  teachers.  While  we  have  a  few 
teachers  who  will  not  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  these  meetings,  the  large  majority  take  home  with 
them  a  great  many  new  ideas  and  make  a  practical  application 
of  them  in  their  school  work. 


Department  of  Pcblic  Instbuotion 


ORLEANS  COUNTY. 
Elbeut  O.  Suith,  Sc/woI  Commissioner 


TOWNS 

DISlalCT 

iJii 

•■f'i 

t 

h 

1 

1 

1 

1, 

> 

■3 

=  5 

III 

1 

1 

,.i  »t.>i,,.»i«=,™, 

in  I    n    IS     m    sn.ine 

12       IB    n      1  .       ■■  ■-! 

12          -Jfi      Vl 

*3R3aa    *3.1!iS.:i12 

us.'.  St 

B.  373  05 

i.Ma«i 

i!4a>  :b  I     ft 
i,Sm  M     is 

S,ID2  2.1  ■    K 
11.023  70          B 
3,859  U  1    IB 

.,„,.„.- 

Tot«l  

m  1   !Ji  ini  B.4I0  es9,s7B  »i88,20ii 

K4.1J3  27  I  KLMO  W     im 

The  schools  of  Orleans  are  in  a  fjiirly  prosperous  condition. 
The  greateet  objection  is  tlit*  comparatively  lai'^e  number  of  small 
schools.  The  schools  outside  of  the  large  viliafiPS  average  from 
13  to  19.  The  average  in  Ihe  counly  is  about  20  pupils  to  one 
iteacher.  There  are  17  schools,  not  joint  districts,  that  average 
less  than  10. 

I  have  held  seven  examinations  and  examined  260  different 
candidates.  Nine  passed  for  first  grade  certificates,  73  for  second 
and  52  for  third.  One  hundred  and  twenty-six  failed  to  obtain 
licenses  to  teach.     1  have  made  2.'!1  official  visits. 

The  teachers'  institute,  conducted  by  Dr.  Henry  It.  Sanford, 
has  given  evidence  of  good  results  during  the  whole  .vear. 
The  work  given  by  Pr.  Rfhmitz  of  Geneseo.  Mias  Rhodes.  Miss 
Saunders  and  Mias  Coleman,  of  the  Brockpoi-t  Normal  School 
was  practical,  interesting  and  highly  appreciated. 
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OSWEGO  COUNTY  — First  District 
Arthur  W.  Wiltsik,  School  Commissioner 
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Tbe  past  year  has  been  nneventfnl,  yet  a  steady  advance  has 
bwn  made  in  the  teaching  force  of  this  district.  This  progress  is 
more  noticeable  as  we  look  back  for  a  few  years.  Much  credit 
for  the  iDiprovement  is  due  to  Oswego  Normal  School  and  Fulton 
Academy.  Few  country  schools  can  aftord  a  teacher  holding  a 
normal  diploniLi,  but  miiny  of  the  undei^raduates  are  doing  excel- 
lent work  in  the  school  room  while  earning  money  to  continuo 
their  studies.  Many  of  the  best  teachers  of  the  district  have  been 
instructed  in  the  Fulton  Academy,  the  influence  of  which  has 
been  increasing  rapidly  during  1  he  post  10  years.  The  non-resident 
attendance  last  year  amonnted  to  17,000  days  or  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  nearly  100.  The  work  done  in  the  training  class  was 
most  excellent  and,  as  a  result,  14  yonng  men  and  women  enter 
the  teaching  profession  with  certificates  of  so  high  a  grade  that 
they  can  be  renewed  without  examination. 

In  this  my  last  annual  report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many 
courtesies  shown  me  by  the  Department  and  thank  the  people  of 
this  district  for  their  many  acts  of  kindness  and  generosity. 


Department  op  Public  Instkoction 


OSWEGO  COUNTY  —  Second  Dibtbiot 
H,  L.  Stanton,  School  Commissioner 
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It  l8  very  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  costinued  pr<^re88 
in  tlie  Bcliools  of  tbis  commissioner  district. 

Tbere  are  exceptions,  however,  to  this  general  rule.  Some  true- 
tees  seem  to  thinli  that  cheap  teachers  and  small  taxes  are  the 
principal  objects  to  be  attained  in  school  matters,  and  we  will 
always  find  it  so  nutil  the  schools  are  maintained  by  the  town  and 
regulated  by  a  board  of  directors  or  trustees.  Then  we  could 
have  a  uniformity  in  textbooks,  and  our  schoolhouses  equipped 
with  sufficient  apparatus  and  a  better  class  of  teachers. 

For  the  past  three  years  the  supply  of  teachers  has  been  less 
than  the  demand;  consequently  from  5  to  15  third-grade  teachers 
from  other  districts,  without  any  experience,  have  been  neces- 
sarily thrust  upon  this  district,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to 
accept  them  or  have  no  school. 


CosonesiowEEs'  Rbpobts — Osweoo  Countt 


OSWEGO  COUNTY— Thihd  Distbiot 
F.  E.  Smith,  School  Commisaioner 
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When  we  assumed  the  duties  of  commissioner  we  found  110 
common  and  two  union  free  school  districts,  with  132  teachers 
employed.  We  now  have  105  common  and  5  union  free  school 
districts,  with  142  teacln^rs  employed.  Our  uuion  free  schools  now 
pla;  an  important  part  in  the  educational  work  of  the  district. 
Thej-  enroll  upwards  of  1,000  pupils  as  against  about  350  of  six 
years  ago.  These  schools  form  educational  centers  for  their 
various  localities,  and  are  a  great  help  to  the  educational  work 
and  sentiment  of  the  district. 

In  the  place  of  one  training  class  we  now  have  three  good 
classes  meeting  the  advanced  requirements  as  fixed  by  the  State. 
The  spirit  of  rivalry  which  disturbed  the  educational  unity  of  the 
district  has  been  allayed  by  the  even  distribution  of  classes.  Our 
teachers  and  school  officers  greatly  appreciate  these  favors  from 
the  State  and  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  merit  them.  There 
are  now  29  of  these  professional  certificates  issued  as  a  result  of 
this  work. 

Onr  teachers'  institutes  have  grown  in  attendance,  interest  and 
professional  spirit  for  the  past  six  yeai's.  We  registered  our 
largest  institute  this  year.  In  1892  we  registered  150  and  in  1896 
189  teachers.  In  1892  we  registered  only  14  male  teachers,  and 
in  1896,  41.  We  divided  this  year  our  institute,  for  a  half  day, 
into  two  sections  —  the  general  and  the  academic.  The  academic 
section  was  intended  to  do  work  for  the  benefit  of  our  five  union 
free  schools.  It  was  the  general  opinion,  as  expressed  to  me  by 
the  teachers,  that  the  division  of  the  institute  was  a  success,  and 
resulted  in  much  better  and  more  satisfactory  work  for  the  insti- 
tute as  a  whole.  Another  pleasant  feature  of  the  institute  week 
was  a  reception  on  Wednesday  evening,  tendered  by  the  faculty 
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of  the  Pulaski  DnioD  School  to  the  teachers  and  members  of  the 
institute.  Kearlj  every  teacher  attended  the  reception.  All  were 
delighted  with  the  occasion,  and  carried  away  very  pleasant  memo- 
ries of  the  mauy  courtesies  of  the  teachers  and  people  of  Pulaski. 

During  my  terms  as  commissioner  35  per  cent,  of  the  school 
buildings  have  been  built  new  or  quite  extensively  repaired. 
Many  districts  have  added  new  school  furniture. 

It  has  become  a  custom  among  certain  districts  to  delay  the 
employing  of  a  teacher  until  one  could  be  found  to  teach  for  four 
or  four  and  ouehalf  dollars  per  week.  This  is  the  soui-ce  of  many 
delays  and  the  real  cause  of  tbc  demand  for  third-grade  teachers 
and  temporary  permits.  A  number  of  our  schools  are  not  filled  at 
the  present  lime.  As  a  result  from  lU  to  15  of  our  best  teachers 
have  made  coutracts  in  other  districts  or  counties.  Our  trouble 
comes,  uot  from  a  lack  of  teachers,  but  from  the  low  wages  thai 
are  oll'ered  and  paid  by  the  trustees.  We  have  issued  29  ti-aiuing- 
clasB,  'M  first-grade,  Hi)  second-grade,  aud  lit  third-grade  certifi- 
cates, and  14  college  graduate  and  normal  school  certificates,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  1S5  certificates,  or  43  more  than  there  are  schools  to 
fill.  The  advanced  requirements  for  the  third  grade,  which  went 
into  effect  August  1,  hnve  cut  our  third-grade  certificates  from 
about  30  last  yenr  to  5  Ihisycar. 


OTSEGO  COUNTY --FiHST  District 
Charles  H.  Parshall,  School  Commiastoner 
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The  general  work  of  the  school  year  just  ended  has  been  on 
the  whole  quite  satisfactory.     The  teachers  are  working  hard 
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tu  keep  abreast  of  the  times  and  lu  prepai'e  tlieuiselves  ttiorouglil; 
fur  Uie  work  of  tlieir  profeisiiioo.  1  urn  »ee  a  commendable  au- 
vauce  in  tliu  tjuality  ot  tlie  teacliiug  Uoue  in  tlie  common  dii^tricL 
scLoolt)  witiiiu  tile  lu»l  tliiee  ^ears.  In  spite  of  tiie  cunatantly 
tidvanciu{|;  slaudaid  of  lequiremeutu  fur  certiQcateB,  tlie  teactierti 
Lave  increased  in  number  ratlier  liiau  decreased,  and  tills  fall  will 
iM>e  a  cousidurable  surplusage  in  the  supply,  ^ow  tliat  ttiere  is 
a  chance  for  the  exerciae  of  some  choice,  trustees  need  educating 
in  the  importance  of  liiriug  only  tlie  best. 

The  need  of  uniformiiy  of  text-books  iu  a  crying  one  in  this  dis- 
trict. 1  open  at  random  my  record  book  of  visitations,  and  in  a 
school  witli  an  average  attendance  of  only  11,  1  hud  in  use  two 
kinds  of  spellers,  two  kinds  of  i-euders,  four  kiudii  of  arithmetics 
and  two  kinds  of  civil  governments.  A  further  inspection  shows 
numerous  cases  fully  as  bad.  This  state  of  alfaira  ariuts  through 
frequent  changes  of  I'esidence  on  the  part  of  the  pupils'  parents, 
and  is  absolutely  fatal  to  good  work  in  the  achool. 

On  the  whole,  the  school  buildings  are  in  a  comfortable  condi- 
tion.   The  few  exceptions  will  doubtless  be  remedied  soon. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  a  blessing  to  this 
district.  On  all  sides  the  attendance  has  been  increased,  and 
many  a  child  kept  in  school  who  would  otherwise  have  been  left 
to  waste  his  time  in  something  worse  than  mere  idleness.  The 
appointment  of  town  attendance  ofQcers  for  the  coming  year 
will  be  a  decided  improvement  and  increase  greatly  the  efflciency 
of  the  law. 


OTSEGO  COUNTY  —  Skcond  Distbict 
U.  G.  Welch,  School  Commiaaiowr 
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There  are  several  other  diatricts  in  this  commiBsioner  district 
which  should  be  diasolved;  but  these  schools  are  so  situated 
that  if  they  were  dissolved  some  children  in  each  district 
would  be  left  three  or  four  miles  from  school.  If  the  law 
passed  by  the  last  Legislature  could  be  amended  so  that 
all  the  children  of  anj  district  could  be  taught  in  any  adjoining 
district  in  like  manner  as  they  may  now  be  taught  in  an  adjoining 
union  free  school  district,  many  of  the  smaller  schools  would  be 
closed.  The  aggr^ate  attendance  has  increased  over  24,000  the 
past  year  and  over  54,000  in  the  past  two  years.  The  teaching 
force  has  been  increased  by  four. 

The  graded  institute  held  at  Cooperstown  was  in  every  way 
successful. 


PUTNAM  COUNTY. 
Jambs  E.  Towneb,  School  Commissioner 
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Since  my  last  annual  report  there  have  been  no  marked 
changes  in  the  schools  of  this  county.  However,  it  is  a  fact  that 
there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  schools;  I  believe 
we  are  each  year  having  a  better  class  of  teachers  and  they  are 
doing  more  and  better  work.  There  has  been  during  the  past 
year  one  union  free  school  organized  {District  No.  1  of  Patterson 
Tillage);  we  now  have  four  union  schools  in  the  county.  One 
new  schoolhouse  is  being  built,  and  several  are  or  have  been 
repaired  and  refurnished;  the  tendency  ie  toward  better  build- 
Inge,  better  furniture,  better  teachers  which,  together,  make  bet- 
ter schools. 

One  of  the  most  successful  institutes  we  have  ever  had  was 
held  at  Carmel,  September  28th  to  October  2d,  Dr.  Sanford  con- 
dnotor.    We  had  a  perfect  roll-call  at  each  session,  »ad  I  have 
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never  seen  better  attention  given  Instrnotora.  Dr.  Capen  waa 
with  us  and  did  good  worli  during  the  daj  and  alao  f&'vored  ns 
with  his  lecture,  "  The  Teacher's  Nobility."  Should  hia  advice  be 
taken  and  applied  our  teachers  would  be  looked  upon  with  more 
consideration  than  thoy  now  are.  Principal  Dunbar  of  Peekskill 
very  kindly  gave  ua  two  periods  of  good  practical  hints.  Misa 
Himes  was  with  us  and  was  pleased  at  the  interest  shown  and 
the  improvement  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  subject  of 
drawing.  Hon.ChariesE.Fitch  was  very  entertaining  in  hia  lecture 
"  George  Washington."  Dr.  Sanford's  lecture,  "  Florida  and  the 
Bahamas  Illustrated,"  was  perhaps  more  appreciated  than  any- 
thing seen  or  heard  in  that  line  ever  before  in  this  section.  About 
600  people  were  present  and  at  the  close  voted  thanks  to 
the  doctor  and  the  Department.  The  institute  was  favored  by 
the  presence  of  Hon.  D.  E.  Aineworth,  who  gave  the  teachers 
a  talk  of  about  one  hour. 


QUEENS  COUNTY  — First  Distbicti 
Francis  R.  Ci.air,  School  CommissioTKr 
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During  the  past  school  year  a  great  many  improvements  have 
been  made  in  this  district;  new  buildings  have  been  erected  in  East 
Williston,  Little  Neck,  Newtown,  Laurel  Hill,  and  Middle  Village, 
at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $53,000  and  in  Maspetb  the  erection  of  a 
building  to  cost  $50,000  is  under  consideration.  The  Compulsory 
Education  Law  has  been  well  enforced,  but  one  serious  obstacle  to 
a  very  thorough  enforcement  of  the  law,  has  been  the  lack  of  suf- 
ficient school-room  in  the  largely  populated  districts.  We  expect 
that  with  the  new  buildings,  and  additions  to  the  present  buildings, 
to  be  in  a  position  this  year,  to  meet  all  the  requirements. 
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The  experiment  of  a  graded  institute  wdb  tried  this  ;ear  aod 
proved  most  successful.  Every  teacher  in  the  district  was  in  at- 
tendance and  all  were  thoroughly  interested  from  beginning  to  end. 

A  feeling  of  uncertainty  prevails  among  the  teachers  of  that  por- 
tion of  this  district,  which  it  is  proposed  to  annex  to  Greater  New 
York.  They  fear  that  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  teach  under  their 
present  certificates,  and  I  think  some  interest  should  be  taken  in 
this  matter  by  the  Department. 


QUEENS  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
James  A.  Coolev,  School  Commissioner 
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The  above  condensed  statement  shows  that  the  rapid  progress  and 
encouraging  growth,  which  have  charaLt<riKcd  the  schools  of  the 
second  district  in  the  past,  have  continued  without  interruption,  not- 
withstanding the  hard  times.  New  biiildiu^s  have  been  erected, 
additions  have  been  built,  and  new  furniture  and  apparatus 
have  been  purchased.  A  comparison  of  the  year  just  closed 
with  three  years  ago  will  indicate  the  marked  improvement 
which  has  been  made  in  that  time.  Besides  several  substan- 
tial additions  to  already  exlstlug  structures.  32  new  buildings, 
containing  from  one  to  17  school -rooms,  have  been  erected. 
The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools  of  this  district 
has  increased  in  three  years  from  10,(559  to  12.956,  a  gain  of  21  per 
cent.,  requiring  the  employment  of  CS  additional  teachers,  52  of 
whom  are  graduates  of  the  different  State  normal  schools.  During 
the  same  period',  the  gain  in  average  altondance  has  been  35  per 
cent.,  a  very  gratifying  result,  indicating,  not  only  Ijetter  schools, 
but  an  increased  interest  In  the  schools  as  well ;  for  while  this  in- 
crease of  35  per  cent,  in  average  attendance  is  due,  to  some  extent. 
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to  the  Compulsory  Education  Law,  an  examination  of  the  records 
shows  that  this  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  other  causes  as 
well. 

The  estimated  value  of  school  buildings  and  sites  is  f328,879 
greater  than  three  years  ago,  a  gain  of  90  per  cent.,  while  $43,369 
more  was  paid  for  teachers'  wages  during  the  last  school  year  than 
three  years  ago,  an  advance  of  43  per  cent.  The  amount  expended 
in  the  district  for  all  school  purposes  during  the  last  year  was  f426,- 
120  being  a  gain  over  three  years  ago  of  75  per  cent. 

While  this  is  very  encouraging,  there  is  still  room  for  further  im- 
provement. Several  districts  are  yet  without  adequate  school 
facilities,  and  must  very  soon  provide  additional  room  for  the  rapidly 
increasing  school  population. 

The  effect  of  the  Compulsory  Law  has  been  very  salutary.  While 
it  has  been  found  necessary,  in  several  districts,  to  invoke  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law,  the  arrests  have  been  comparatively  few,  and^  on 
the  whole,  there  has  been  a  ready  compliance  with  the  statute.  1 
believe  the  intent  of  the  law  to  be  remedial,  rather  than  puni- 
tive, and  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  school  authorities  and 
attendance  officers  the  idea  that  they  will  best  serve  their  districts 
and  the  cause  of  education,  by  persuading  all  parents  of  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  giving  their  children  the  full  benefit  of  the  school 
facilities  provided  for  them.  An  occasional  sharp  reminder  of  the 
penalty  attached  to  a  willful  noncompliance  should  be  all  that  is  re- 
quired. Now  that  the  amended  law  brings  all  districts  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  attendance  oflficers,  the  measure  should  be  much 
more  effective  than  last  year.  That  such  a  law  was  needed  is  very 
evident.  While  the  gain  in  the  percentage  of  average  attendance 
has  been  very  encouraging,  61  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  is 
still  too  small  a  fraction,  and  I  hope  to  see  this  improved  in  the  year 
to  come.  Owing  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  full  requirements  of 
the  law,  there  has  been  some  difficulty  experienced  in  securing  com- 
plete reports  of  the  workings  of  the  law,  which  will  not  occur  again. 

During  the  past  year,  new  school  buildings  have  been  occupied  for 
I  he  first  time  in  Hollis,  Woodhaven,  Rockville  Centre,  Jamaica, 
Cold  Spring  Harbor,  Valley  Stream  and  East  Meadow.  'Additions 
and  new  buildings  are  under  way  at  Richmond  Hill,  Woodhaven, 
Jamaica,  Norwood,  Rosedale  and  Syosset.  Of  these,  the  most  note- 
worthy are  the  new  high  school  building  at  Jamaica,  and  the  new 
No.  2  building  at  Woodhaven,  both  of  which  are  models  of  modern 
school  architecture. 

The  results  of  the  imiform  examinations  have  been  quite  satis- 
factory and  the  candidates  have  shown  a  very  commendable  spirit 
in  their  efforts  to  secure  certificates,  and  have  accepted  the  added 
requirements  with  entire  cheerfulness.  Teachers  and  trustees  have 
come  to  realize  the  necessity  of  securing  legal  qualifications,  and 
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temporary  licenses  have  bet^n  called  for  much  less  frequently  than 
formerly.  The  change  of  the  minimum  age  from  16  to  18  years 
meets  my  unqualified  approval. 

Since  my  last  report,  I  have  visited  each  one  of  the  more  than 
250  school-rooms  in  my  district,  having  an  enrollment  of  upwards 
of  12,000  pupils.  T  have  remained  long  enough  in  each  one  to  judge 
somewhat  of  the  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  teacher,  and  to 
appreciate,  to  some  extent,  the  many  difiiculties  which  must  be 
overcome  by  the  successful  teacher. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  report  to  the  unsatisfactory  eon- 
ditioii  of  the  records  of  school  district  boundaries,  as  found  in  the 
offices  of  the  several  town  clerks.  During  the  year  just  closed,  the 
school  district  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Jamaica  have  been  care- 
fully looked  up,  several  disputed  questions  in  reference  to  them  have 
been  settled,  permanent  monuments  have  been  erected  at  the  prin- 
cipal corners,  and  an  accurate  description  of  each  district,  accom- 
panied by  a  map,  has  been  filed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  town 
clerk  of  that  town.  Some  work  in  this  direction  has  been  done  in 
the  towns  of  Oyster  Bay  and  Hempstead,  and  it  is  my  purpose, 
during  the  fall  and  early  winter  to  secure  complete  descriptions  of 
boundaries  of  the  school  districts  in  these  towns. 

The  graded  course  of  study  has  been  followed  in  all  the  schools 
under  my  supervision  except  some  of  the  larger  ones,  which  have 
been  using  a  course  of  their  own,  differing,  however,  not  very  much, 
from  the  graded  course.  Now  that  the  latter  is  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  it  will  be  of 
still  greater  value,  as  an  incentive  to  good  work,  both  by  teachers 
and  pupils. 

A  very  interesting  and  profitable  institute  was  held  at  Freeport 
during  the  week  commencing  September  0th,  under  the  direction  of 
Conductor  I.  H.  Stout,  assisted  by  the  Misses  Rice  and  Eggleston. 

Several  principals'  councils  were  held  during  the  week,  which 
proved  very  profitable,  and  gave  opportunity  for  many  valuable  dis- 
cussions upon  educational  matters.  More  than  200  teachers  were 
in  attendance,  and  although  the  week  was  intensely  warm,  all  were 
enthusiastic  in  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  such  a  gathering. 
The  people  of  Freeport  deserve  special  praise  for  the  generous 
treatment  accorded  by  them  to  the  teachers.  It  was  the  intention, 
in  holding  the  institute,  so  early  in  the  month,  that  no  schools  should 
open  until  the  IGth  of  September.  The  trustees  of  several  districts, 
however,  preferred  to  open  on  the  »*^d,  and  a  few  schools  were  in  ses- 
sion four  days  of  the  week  preceding  the  institute. 

An  effort  has  been  made,  during  the  past  year,  to  bring  the 
schools  and  the  teachers  into  closer  touch  with  each  other  and  with 
the  commissioner.     To  this  end,  circulars  have  been  sent  out,  from 
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tame  to  time,  calling  attention  to  certain  matters  and  requiring 
answers  to  be  returned  to  this  office. 

The  occurrence  of  the  anniversaries  of  the  biri:hdays  of  Wash- 
ington and  Linco'ln  in  the  same  week  in  February  gave  another 
opportunity  to  reach  all  the  schools  of  the  district.  Early  in  the 
month,  the  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  each  school,  with 
a  copy  of  "  The  Washington  and  Lincoln  Haversack,"  containing 
patriotic  9ongs  and  selections. 

"  Dear  Fellow  Workers. —  The  occurrence,  this  month,  of  the 
birthday  anndversaries  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  affords  you 
an  opportunity  for  teaching  lessons  of  patriotism  and  devotion 
which  should  not  be  neglected.  Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12tlh 
is  now  a  legal  holiday  in  this  State,  and  your  schools  will  be  closed. 
February  22d,  falling  on  Saturday,  this  year,  will  cause  no  break 
in  your  school  work.  But  that  these  memorial  days  may  be  suit- 
ably recognized,  I  would  suggest  that  you  set  apart  Friday  after- 
noon, February  21st,  for  special  Washington  and  Lincoln  exercises, 
of  such  a  character  as,  in  your  good  judgment,  you  may  deem 
proper.  In  the  preparation  of  such  exercises,  the  pamphlets  ac- 
comjxanying  this  circular  may  be  of  some  assistance. 

"As  soon  as  convenient  after  the  21st,  you  will  kindly  fill  out  this 
sheet  below,  and  return  it  to  me^  that  I  may  be  able  to  report  to 
the  Department  just  what  has  been  done.  Trusting  that  our 
efforts  to  inspire  the  pupils  in  our  schools  to  emulate  the  examples 
of  such  men  as  Lincoln  and  Washington  may  not  be  without  good 
results,  I  remain, 

"  Cordially, 

(Signed)  "  JAMES  S.  COOLEY, 

"  School  Commwsibwer." 

Returns  were  received  from  every  district,  showing  that  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  interesting  and  instructive  exercises  were 
held  in  every  building,  exercises  that  were  calculated  to  inspire 
patrioitism,  reverence  for  the  heroes  of  the  past,  and  inspiration 
for  better  li\ing  in  the  present. 

In  addition  to  the  Arbor  Day  pamphlet  prepared  by  the  Depart- 
ment, a  circular  letter  was  sent  out  to  the  schools,  so  that  each 
might  report  to  me  on  the  exercises  held  in  observance  of  the 
day. 

The  report  required  was  returned  to  me  from  every  one  of  the 
73  schools  in  the  61  school  districts.  These  reports  showed 
that  public  exercises  were  held  in  62  buildings;  that  in  eight 
other  buildings,  the  exersises  were  private,  owing  to  lack  of 
room  to  accommodate  visitors;  that  there  were  satisfactory  rea- 
sons for  ihe  omission  of  the  exercises  in  the  remaining  three  build- 
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ings.  There  were  present  at  these  exercises  2,200  visitors,  an 
average  of  30  to  each  building.  One  hundred  and  fifty  trees  were 
planted,  60  shrubs,  and  more  than  750  vines  and  plants.  These 
figures  show  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  interest  taken  in 
these  anniversaries,  but  they  indicate  but  in  part  the  beneficial 
results  of  such  exercises  in  awakening  a  greater  interest  in  the 
schools,  implanting  more  firmly  the  lessons  of  patriotism,  giving 
the  children  an  acquaintance  with  the  best  thoughts  of  the  best 
authors^  and,  better  still,  bringing  them  into  closer  touch  with 
nature. 

For  the  purpose  of  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  Compulsory 
Education  I^w,  and  after  consultation  with  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, a  meeting  of  trustees  and  boards  of  education  was  held 
at  Jamaica,  last  January.  The  large  hall  in  the  Town  Hall  build- 
ing was  secured  for  the  purpose,  and  Assistant  Wright  was 
present.  The  attendance  was  large,  most  of  the  districts 
being  represented,  in  some  cases,  by  the  whole  board.  The 
Compulssory  Law  was  explained  by  Mr.  Wright,  many  questions 
as  to  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  law  were  answered,  and  many 
other  points  in  school  law  were  discussed.  So  much  interest  was 
manifested  by  those  pivsent,  and  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  so 
productive  of  good  results,  that  the  commissioner  was  directed, 
by  a  vote  of  the  meeting,  to  call  another  similar  meeting  the  next 
year. 

As  to  suggestions,  I  have  but  two;  I  tliink,  from  the  many  com- 
plaints made,  that  the  law  allowing  to  the  district  collectors 
five  per  cent,  commission  upon  all  sums  not  collected,  but  returned 
to  the  county  treasurer,  should  be  changed.  Either  the  commis-, 
sion  should  be  made  one  per  cent.,  or  what  might  be  better,  the 
oflSce  of  collector  should  be  abolished,  and  all  boards  of  trustees 
required  to  rejyort  the  amount  of  money  needed  in  the  several 
districts  to  the  supervisor  of  the  town,  so  that  all  the  money  could 
be  raised  in  connection  with  the  to^vn,  State  and  county  taxef*. 
My  other  suggestion  is  this:  The  graded  course  of  study  should 
be  somewhat  modified  and  made  to  articulate  more  perfectly  with 
the  high  school  requirements  for  teachers,  and  with  the  require- 
ments for  entering  the  normal  schools  and  training  elates. 
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RENSSELAER  COUNTY— First  District 
Byron  F.  Clark,  School  Commisaioner 
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The  iiccomiiaujing  report  shows  a  decrease  in  all  the  footings 
compared  with  last  year,  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  change  in 
this  cominissioDer  district ;  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  taking 
eifect  Ist  of  last  June,  the  toivn  of  Brunswick  was  taken  from  this 
district  and  annexed  to  the  second  district  of  the  county,  and  the 
town  of  Berlin  added  to  this,  which  diminisfaee  the  report  accord- 
ingly- 

The  schools  of  this  district  are  in  general  improving.  While  we 
find  many  complaints,  on  account  of  the  increased  requirements 
and  qualifications  for  teachers,  by  those  who  are  not  interested 
in  the  schools,  or  those  taxpayers  who  care  not  for  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  their  community,  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
realize  the  advantages  derived  from  the  tutorship  of  a  well  quali- 
ti«d,  exemplary  teacher  in  all  communities,  and  eventually  all  will 
be  demanding  and  looking  for  the  very  best, 

I  find  the  teachers  who  are  taking  the  most  interest  in  their 
school  work,  and  showing  the  best  results,  are  those  who  have 
adopted  the  graded  course  of  study,  and  they  claim  it  has  been  a 
source  of  interest  and  a  great  incentive  to  the  pupils;  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  it  could  be  made  compulsory  on  all  districts  not 
employing  a  «uperintendent,  and  the  results  would  interest 
patrons  as  well  as  encourage  the  pupils. 

Schaghticoke  Union  School  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their 
school  building  by  fire,  but  have  replaced  it  with  a  modem  struc- 
ture at  an  expense  of  about  Jlfi.OOO,  complete  in  all  requirements, 
and  a  model  of  convenience. 

Many  improvements  in  school  property  have  been  made,  and 
many  harsh  criticisms  has  the  commissioner  received  for  insisting 
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OD  improrements,  bnt  the  ideal  in   common  schoolhonae   and 
groDnds  lias  not  been  attained. 


RENSSELAER   COUNTY  —  Second   District 
Lewis  N.  S,  Millbr,  School  Commisaumer 
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In  submitting  my  twelfth  annual  report  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  1  find  but  little  to  add  to  those  already  sub- 
mitted. I  believe,  however,  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  during 
the  past  year,  as  great,  or  greater  advancement  has  been  made 
than  in  any  previous  year.  I  believe  all  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools  are  becoming  more  so  each  year;  especially  is  this 
true  of  the  trustees,  and  I  believe  also  the  taxpayers  are  becom- 
ing more  liberal  in  their  appropriations  for  school  purposes. 

Two  new  buildings  are  under  construction  in  this  district.  Ooe 
at  East  Albany,  which  comprises  District  Ko.  2,  of  the  town  of 
Greenbush,  lor  which  an  appropriation  of  |40,000  has  been  made. 
The  other  in  the  village  of  Bath-on-the-Hudson,  which  comprises 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  of  the  town  of  North  Green- 
hush.  This  is  also  to  be  a  fine  building,  for  which  an  appropriation 
of  125,000  has  been  made.  Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to 
the  inhabitants  of  these  districts  for  their  untiring  effort  in  so 
nobly  meeting  a  long  felt  want  for  better  school  facilities. 

In  the  latter  district  a  training  class  has  been  organized,  to  be 
opened  at  the  commencing  of  the  school  year,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  this  school  of  training  for  teachers  will  be  well  patronized. 
The  training  class  course  includes  many  important  features  of  the 
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normal  school,  and  its  importance  in  the  system  of  professional 
education  can  not  be  overestimated. 

While  commending  in  general  the  workings  of  the  uniform 
examinations,  and  the  changes  made  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  in  the  rules  and  regulations  making  the  term  of  ex- 
piration of  all  certificates  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  and  the 
lengthening  of  the  term  of  second-grade  certificates  to  three  years, 
I  still  believe  a  premium  should  be  placed  on  good  teaching,  by 
allowing  certificates  of  teachers  doing  first  class  work  to  be  re- 
newed without  re-examination. 


RICHMOND  COUNTY 
Jdlia  K.  Wbbt,  School  Commissioner 
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Harked  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  commissioner  district  during  the  past  year.  This  is  due  prin- 
cipally to  the  following  reasons  —  the  removal,  through  examina- 
tion, of  inefficient  teachers  and  the  engagement  of  competent  ones 
in  their  places;  improved  methods  of  instruction  introduced  in  the 
schools;  greater  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  their  work  and 
the  deep  and  lively  interest  now  being  taken  by  the  better  element 
of  the  county  in  the  public  schools. 

Union  Free  School  No.  2,  Middletown,  has  erected  a  very  large 
and  convenient  building,  at  a  cost  of  |100,000.  It  contains  34 
class-rooms,  a  large  assembly-room  and  every  modem  convenience. 

The  handsome  schoolboase  erected  in  common  school  district 
No.  4,  Castleton,  at  a  cost  of  ^2,000,  might  be  called  a  model 
building  so  complete  is  it  in  every  particular.  Fine  schoolhouaes 
have  been  built  at  No.  6,  Westfield,  and  Nob.  7  and  8,  Northfield, 
at  a  cost  of  112,000,  $3,500  and  f2,100.  Schoolhouses  are  being 
built  at  Nob.  1, 2  and  7,  Westfield,  and  No.  3,  Southfleld.  At  No.  6, 
Westfield,  No.  3,  Northfield,  and  No.  6,  Castleton,  the  BcboolhoDses 


26 


402 


DbPABTMBNT   of   I^CBLIC    INSTRUCTION 


are  being  doubled  id  size.  Tbese  buildings,  it  is  expected,  will  be 
ready  to  be  occupied  in  tbe  tall. 

lu  many  of  the  comiuon  school  districts  it  bas  not  been  pos- 
sible to  euforce  tlie  "  Couipiilsorj'  Education  Law,"  as  tbeae  dis- 
tricts were  not  allowed  an  attendance  officer,  by  reason  of  tbe 
amendment  to  tbe  law;  this  will  be  rectified  next  year.  In  the 
union  free  schools  the  law  has  been  more  or  less  complied  with. 
In  Union  Free  School  No.  2,  Middletown,  tbe  law  has  been  suc- 
cessfully enforced,  owing  to  the  efficient  attendance  officer,  Mr, 
James  Allen.  In  nil  tbe  schools  there  was  a  marked  improvement 
after  Mr.  A.  E.  Hall's  visit  last  spring. 

Credit  is  due  Prof.  A.  C.  McLacblan,  Itfiss  Hlmes,  Mrs.  Eastman 
and  Dr.  William  J.  Milne  for  the  successful  institute  held  in  this 
district  last  April. 

That  the  schools  of  this  district  have  been  raised  to  a  higher 
plane  and  attained  a  degree  of  excellence  acknowledged  by  tbe 
community  at  large  is  due  to  the  assistance,  support  and  sym- 
pathy which  liii'  Slaie  Deparlniciit,  uiukr  ils  present  adininislra- 
tion,  bas  never  failed  to  give  in  every  effort  made  to  raise  their 
standard. 


K(>CKl,.\M)<:OliNTY 
George  A.  Blauvelt,  School  Commissioner 
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I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  third  and  last  annual 
report  as  commissioner  of  Rockland  county.  Reviewing  the  three 
years  dnring  which  it  has  l»cen  my  pleasnre  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  commissioner  I  am  gratified  to  report  that  tbe  condition  of  the 
schools  of  Ihis  county  has  steadily  improved  during  that  period. 
While  tbe  number  of  children  attending  school  bas  remained 
about  the  same,  the  aggregate  number  of  days'  attendance  bas 
increased  from  653,067  to  7!>0,619,  a  total  increase  of  over  20  per 
cent.    Tbe  number  of  duly  licensed  teachers  has  increased  from 
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116  to  128,  and  the  value  of  scliool  property  from  |177,155  to 
1223,390;  675  volumes  of  books  have  been  added  to  the  libraries 
of  the  various  schools. 

Several  new  school  buildings  have  beea  erected,  notably,  one 
at  Stony  Point,  at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000;  one  at  Spring  Valley, 
at  a  cost  of  f 22,000;  one  at  Pearl  Biver,  at  a  cost  of  (3,500,  and 
one  at  Rockland  Lake,  at  a  cost  of  |5,000.  Many  others  have 
received  needed  repairs  in  the  way  of  additions  to  the  school 
buildings,  and  equipped  with  new  and  improved  school  furniture 
and  apparatus. 

Whatever  improvements  I  may  be  able  to  report  in  the  condi- 
tion of  our  schools  I  attribute  largely,  if  not  wholly,  to  the  present 
system  of  uniform  examinations,  to  the  Compulsory  Education 
Law  and  to  a  growing  interest  in  school  work  among  parents  and 
trustees.  As  a  result  of  the  oniform  examination  system  many 
incompetent  teachers  have  been  retired,  a  higher  grade  of  scholar- 
ship among  teachers  has  been  secured,  and,  as  a  consequence,  our 
schools  have  steadily  improved. 

While  beneficial  results  are  already  noticed  from  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law,  yet  they  are  not  wholly 
satisfactory  to  me,  especially  in  the  small  rural  schools.  With 
energetic  and  discreet  truant  ofQcers  appointed  by  our  various 
town  boards,  however,  I  expect  to  see  a  much  larger  percentage 
of  increase  in  attendance  during  the  coming  school  year  than  ever 
before. 


BT.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY  —  First  District 
George  G.  Rotcb,  School  Commissioner 
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■  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  substantial 
pi'oyresa  haa  bt-eu  made  iu  the  schools  of  this  district.  The  better 
iiualihed  teachers  have  done  better  and  more  conscientious  work. 
The  professional  spirit  is  growing.  The  people  are  demanding 
t>eiter  schools.  There  is  a  general  awakening.  From  nearly  everj 
district  comes  a  demand  that  the  system  of  schools  be  changed. 

lu  ihe  last  ^ear  Ittl  inspections  hare  been  made.  Most  of  the 
leachcrs  were  found  doing  good  work,  or  at  least  striving  to,  and  a 
few  who  were  doing  ver.v  poor  work.  Fortunately,  these  do  not 
iutt'ud  to  remain  loager  iu  the  work. 

Miiu,v  of  the  schoolhous«8  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  but  they 
wen*  not  coudirmned,  as  the  township  system  is  confidently  ex- 
|MH'tod  to  iK'come  a  law.  and  a  new  schoolhouse,  on  every  corner 
would  olistruoi  ihe  progress  of  such  a  system. 

Tl'e  r^'ivut  changes  in  the  regulations  relating  to  the  granting  of 
ocriiticaies  are  admirable.  They  are  not  only  advantageous  to  the 
leachi-rs  and  trustees,  but  to  the  commissioner,  as  they  will  greatly 
simplify  his  work. 

The  "in*ti:ute  was  a  decided  success.  The  institute  was  con- 
ducted by  Twf.  1-  U.  Stoat,  assisted  by  A.  S.  Downing.  Freeman 
II.  Allen."  Mrs.  HeKn  Harriett,  Miss  Florence  B.  Himes.  The  work 
was  very  practical,  and  nearly  all  the  teachers  expressed  them- 
**'lvt'«  as  K«efi:ed  by  it. 

The  edJca:or*  sad  all  intetvsted  in  schools  in  this  commissioner 
,i:s:r-:ot  a?:'  of  oa-:?  mind  :n  regard  to  the  common  schools,  if  they  are 
V  tv  "ud-  »Vji:  riev  shoaM  befor  the  money  expended.  They  be- 
•:.  T^.  w-  *'.i^:.i  i*Te  fewef  and  larjtCT  schools,  and  the  children  by 
^■;.....  -.'..",-s  — jizstvr:vJ  to  and  frttm  these  schools.  The  people 
^  ■■;■;■-..'.  !\  -i->--^  .dB>.-a:e  their  children  in  schools  near  at  home, 
»C^-  -Cv  .-.^5  iire  :hrtr  bovs  and  girls  under  their  own  care  and 
,..'  V,VJ-  TVv  d,»  =vv-  ?e*l  that  the  district  schools  now  give  their 
s"%*  JT*  i^T;^ :  V  .AioatioB  which,  under  another  system,  it  would 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
Charles  S.  Plane,  School  CommissUmer 
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In  submitting  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  tlie 
schools  of  this  district.  I  have  several  changes  of  importance 
to  note,  in  addltiou  to  those  previously  given. 

School  District  No.  32,  Lisbon,  consisting  of  an  island  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  river,  has  been  annulled,  and  ita  territory  annexed  to 
an  adjoining  district.  The  school  districts  of  the  town  of  Clifton 
have  all  been  changed,  and  one  new  school  district  organized,  with 
Newton  Falls  as  the  school  center,  A  majority  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  town  of  Colton  have  also  been  altered,  caused  mainly 
by  the  annexation  of  two  non-resident  townships — Granshue  and 
Oakham — to  the  several   adjoining  districts. 

The  union  schools  of  Colton,  Madrid  and  Hermon  have  been 
recently  admitted  under  the  visitation  of  the  Regents.  It  would 
be  a  decided  advantage  for  several  of  our  village  school  districts 
to  oi^anize  as  union  free  school  districts. 

The  graded  work  in  the  district  schools  has  been  more  satisfac- 
tory than  ever  before.  About  40  diplomas  and  several  hundred 
pass  cards  have  been  issued.  This  work  tends  to  greater  interest, 
tliorougliiiess  fiinl  i.TillinH'uism  hi  flie  schools,  and  when  carried  out 
by  a  succesBfiil  tearher.  inrce^isfs  the  valae  of  the  work  measured 
from  either  the  quality  of  the  work  accomplished,  or  the  inspiration 
given  the  pnpils  for  a  higlier  nnii  broader  education. 

]mvy  Attendance  act  has  been  felt 

^er  of  dnvs  attendance  of  pupils  largely 

Ifncrensed.     T1ift,^^^B)nent   of  town   attendance   officers   will 
Seffectlve. 
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temporary  licenses  have  been  called  for  much  less  frequently  than 
formerly.  The  change  of  the  minimum  age  from  16  to  18  years 
meets  my  unqualified  approval. 

Since  my  last  report,  I  have  visited  each  one  of  the  more  than 
250  school-rooms  in  my  district,  having  an  enrollment  of  upwards 
of  12,000  pupils.  T  have  remained  long  enough  in  each  one  to  judge 
somewhat  of  the  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  teacher,  and  to 
appreciate,  to  some  extent,  the  many  difiiculties  which  must  be 
overcome  by  the  successful  teacher. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  report  to  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditioii  of  the  records  of  school  district  boundaries,  as  found  in  the 
offices  of  the  several  town  clerks.  During  the  year  just  closed,  the 
school  district  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Jamaica  have  been  care- 
fully looked  up,  several  disputed  questions  in  reference  to  them  have 
been  settled,  permanent  monuments  have  been  erected  at  the  prin- 
cipal corners,  and  an  accurate  description  of  each  district,  accom- 
panied by  a  map,  has  been  filed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  town 
clerk  of  that  town.  Some  work  in  this  direction  has  been  done  in 
the  towns  of  Oyster  Bay  and  Hempstead,  and  it  is  my  purpose, 
during  the  fall  and  early  winter  to  secure  complete  descriptions  of 
boundaries  of  the  school  districts  in  these  towns. 

The  graded  course  of  study  has  been  followed  in  all  the  schools 
under  my  supervision  except  some  of  the  larger  ones,  which  have 
been  using  a  course  of  their  own,  differing,  however,  not  very  much, 
from  the  graded  course.  Now  that  the  latter  is  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  .it  will  be  of 
still  greater  value,  as  an  incentive  to  good  work,  both  by  teachers 
and  pupils. 

A  very  interesting  and  profitable  institute  w^as  held  at  Freeport 
during  the  week  commencing  September  0th,  under  the  direction  of 
Conductor  I.  H.  Stout,  assisted  by  the  Misses  Rice  and  Eggleston. 

Several  principals'  councils  were  held  during  the  week,  which 
proved  very  profitable,  and  gave  opportunity  for  many  valuable  dis- 
cussions upon  educational  matters.  More  than  200  teachers  were 
in  attendance,  and  although  the  week  was  intensely  warm,  all  were 
enthusiastic  in  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  such  a  gathering. 
The  people  of  Freeport  deserve  special  praise  for  the  generous 
treatment  accorded  by  thein  to  the  teachers.  It  was  the  intention, 
in  holding  the  institute,  so  early  in  the  month,  that  no  schools  should 
open  until  the  IGth  of  September.  The  trustees  of  several  districts, 
however,  preferred  to  open  on  the  3d,  and  a  few  schools  were  in  ses- 
sion four  days  of  the  week  preceding  the  institute. 

An  effort  has  been  made,  during  the  past  year,  to  bring  the 
schools  and  the  teachers  into  closer  touch  with  each  other  and  with 
the  commissioner.     To  this  end,  circulars  have  been  sent  out,  from 
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time  to  time,  calling  attention  to  certain  matters  and  requiring 
answers  to  be  returned  to  this  office. 

The  occurrence  of  the  anniversaries  of  the  birth-days  of  Wash- 
ington and  Ldneoln  in  the  same  week  in  February  gave  another 
opportunity  to  reach  all  the  schools  of  the  district.  Early  in  the 
month,  the  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  each  school,  with 
a  copy  of  "  The  Washington  and  Lincoln  Haversack,"  containing 
patriotic  songs  and  selections. 

"  Dear  Fellow  Workers. —  The  occurrence,  this  month,  of  the 
birthday  anniversaries  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  affords  you 
an  opportunity  for  teaching  lessons  of  patriotism  and  devotion 
which  should  not  be  neglected.  Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12tlh 
is  now  a  legal  holiday  in  this  State,  and  your  schools  will  be  closed. 
February  22d,  falling  on  Saturday,  this  year,  will  cause  no  break 
in  your  school  work.  But  that  these  memorial  days  may  be  suit- 
ably recognized,  I  would  suggest  that  you  set  apart  Friday  after- 
noon, February  21st,  for  special  Washington  and  Lincoln  exercises, 
of  such  a  character  as,  in  your  good  judgment,  you  may  deem 
proper.  In  the  preparation  of  such  exercises,  the  pamphlets  ac- 
companying this  circular  may  be  of  some  assistance. 

"As  soon  as  convenient  after  the  21st,  you  will  kindly  fill  out  this 
sheet  below,  and  return  it  to  me,  that  I  may  be  able  to  report  to 
the  Department  just  what  has  been  done.  Trusting  that  our 
efforts  to  inspire  the  pupils  in  our  schools  to  emulate  the  examples 
of  such  men  as  Lincoln  and  Washington  may  not  be  without  good 
results,  I  remain, 

"  Cordially, 

(Signed)  ''  JAMES  S.  COOLEY, 

"  School  Commissioner,^^ 

Returns  were  received  from  every  district,  showing  that  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  interesting  and  instructive  exercises  were 
held  in  every  building,  exercises  that  were  calculated  to  inspire 
patrioJtism,  reverence  for  the  heroes  of  the  past,  and  inspiration 
for  better  living  in  the  present. 

In  addition  to  the  Arbor  Day  pamphlet  prepared  by  the  Depart- 
ment, a  circular  letter  was  sent  out  to  the  schools,  so  that  each 
might  report  to  me  on  the  exercises  held  in  observance  of  the 
day. 

The  report  required  was  returned  to  me  from  every  one  of  the 
73  schools  in  the  61  school  districts.  These  reports  showed 
that  public  exercises  were  held  in  62  buildings;  that  in  eigiit 
other  buildings,  the  exersises  were  private,  owing  to  lack  of 
room  to  accommodate  visitors;  that  there  were  satisfactory  rea- 
sons for  tile  omission  of  the  exercises  in  the  remaining  three  build- 
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ings.  There  were  preseat  at  these  exercises  2,200  visitors,  an 
average  of  30  to  each  building.  One  hundred  and  fifty  trees  were 
planted,  GO  shrubs,  and  more  than  750  vines  and  plants.  These 
figures  show  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  interest  taken  in 
these  anniversaries,  but  they  indicate  but  in  part  the  beneficial 
results  of  such  exercises  in  awakening  a  greater  interest  in  the 
schools,  implanting  more  firmly  the  lessons  of  patriotism,  giving 
the  children  an  acquaintance  with  the  best  thoughts  of  the  best 
authors^  and,  better  still,  bringing  them  into  closer  touch  with 
nature. 

For  the  purpose  of  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  Compulsory 
Education  Law,  and  after  consultation  with  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, a  meeting  of  trustees  and  boards  of  education  was  held 
at  Jamaica,  last  January.  The  large  hall  in  the  Town  Hall  build- 
ing was  secured  for  the  purpose,  and  Assistant  Wright  was 
present.  The  attendance  was  large,  most  of  the  districts 
being  represented,  in  some  cases,  by  the  whole  board.  The 
Compulsory  Law  was  explained  by  Mr.  Wright,  many  questions 
as  to  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  law  were  answered,  and  many 
other  ix>ints  in  school  law  were  discussed.  So  much  interest  was 
manifested  by  those  present,  and  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  so 
productive  of  good  results,  that  the  commissioner  was  directed, 
by  a  vote  of  the  meeting,  to  call  another  similar  meeting  the  next 
year. 

As  to  suggestions,  I  have  but  two;  I  think,  from  tlie  many  com- 
plaints made,  that  the  law  allowing  to  the  dis'trict  collectors 
five  per  cent,  commission  upon  all  sums  not  collected,  but  returned 
to  the  county  treasurer,  should  ho  changed.  Either  the  commis-.^ 
sion  should  be  made  one  per  cent.,  or  what  might  be  better,  the 
office  of  c*ollectof  should  be  abolished,  and  all  boards  of  trustees 
required  to  rei>ort  the  amount  of  money  needed  in  the  several 
districts  to  the  supervisor  of  the  lown,  so  that  all  the  money  could 
be  raised  in  connection  with  the  toAvn,  State  and  county  taxes. 
My  other  suggestion  is  this:  The  graded  course  of  study  {Should 
be  somewhat  modified  and  made  to  articulate  more  perfectly  with 
the  high  school  requirements  for  teachers,  and  with  the  require- 
ments for  entering  the  normal  schools  and  training  classes. 
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RENSSELAER  COUNTY  — First  District 
Byron  F.  Clark,  School  Commissioner 
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TLl-  ai'tompauyiiig  report  shows  a  decrease  in  all  the  footings 
compared  with  lust  year,  tliis  is  accounted  for  by  tlie  change  in 
this  commissioner  district;  by  an  act  of  the  Legislatnre,  talcing 
effect  1st  of  last  June,  the  town  of  Brunswick  was  taken  from  this 
district  and  annexed  to  the  second  district  of  the  county,  and  the 
town  of  Beriin  added  to  this,  which  diminisbes  the  report  accord- 
ingly. 

The  schools  of  this  district  are  in  general  improving.  While  we 
find  many  complaints,  on  account  of  the  increased  requirements 
and  qualifications  for  teachers,  by  those  who  are  not  interested 
in  the  schools,  or  those  taxpayers  who  care  not  for  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  their  community,  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
realize  the  advantages  derived  from  the  tutorship  of  a  well  quali- 
fied, exemplary  teacher  in  all  communities,  and  eventually  all  will 
be  demanding  and  looking  for  the  very  best. 

I  find  the  teachers  who  are  talking  the  most  interest  in  their 
school  work,  and  showing  the  best  results,  are  those  who  have 
adopted  the  graded  course  of  study,  and  they  claim  it  has  been  a 
source  of  interest  and  a  great  incentive  to  the  pnpils;  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  it  could  be  made  compulsory  on  all  districts  not 
employing  a  superintendent,  and  the  results  would  interest 
patrons  as  well  as  encourage  the  pupils. 

Schaghticoke  Union  School  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their 
school  building  by  flre,  but  have  replaced  it  with  a  modem  struc- 
ture at  an  expense  of  about  Jl  6,000,  complete  in  all  requirements, 
and  a  model  of  convenience. 

Many  improvements  in  school  property  have  been  made,  and 
many  harsh  criticisma  has  the  commissioner  received  for  insUiting 


Dbpartubnt  of  Pdblio  1n8TBDCTION 


OQ  improTemeots,  but  the  ideal  Id  common  schoolhonse  and 
grounds  has  not  been  attained. 


RENSSELAER   COUNTY  —  Second   District 
Lewis  N.  S.  Miller,  School  Commissioner 
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In  submitting  my  twelfth  annual  report  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  I  find  but  little  to  add  to  those  already  sub- 
mitted. I  believe,  however,  1  am  justified  in  saying  that  during 
the  past  year,  as  great,  or  greater  advancement  has  been  made 
than  in  any  previous  year.  I  believe  all  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools  are  becoming  more  so  each  year;  especially  is  this 
true  of  the  trustees,  and  I  believe  also  the  taxpayers  are  becom- 
ing more  liberal  in  their  appropriations  for  school  purposes. 

Two  new  buildings  are  under  construction  in  this  district.  One 
at  East  Albany,  which  comprises  District  No.  2,  of  the  town  of 
Qreenbush,  tor  which  an  appropriation  of  f40,000  has  been  made. 
The  other  in  the  village  of  Bath-on- the-Hud  son,  which  comprises 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  6,  of  the  town  of  North  Green- 
bush.  This  is  also  to  be  a  fine  building,  for  which  an  appropriation 
of  125,000  has  been  made.  Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to 
the  Inbabitanta  of  these  districts  for  their  untiring  effort  in  so 
nobly  meeting  a  long  felt  want  for  better  school  facilities. 

In  the  latter  district  a  training  class  has  been  organized,  to  be 
opened  at  the  commencing  of  the  school  year,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  this  school  of  training  for  teachers  will  be  well  patronized. 
The  training  class  course  Includes  many  important  features  of  the 
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Dormal  school,  and  its  importance  io  the  ayBtem  of  professional 
education  can  not  be  overestimated. 

While  commending  in  general  the  workings  of  the  nniform 
examinations,  and  the  changes  made  b;  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  in  the  rules  and  regulations  making  the  term  of  ex- 
piration of  all  certificates  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  and  the 
lengthening  of  the  term  of  second-grade  certificates  to  three  years, 
1  still  believe  a  premium  should  be  placed  on  good  teaching,  by 
allowing  certificates  of  teachers  doing  first  class  work  to  be  re- 
newed without  re-eza  mi  nation. 


RICHMOND  OOUNTY 
Jdua  K.  West,  School  Comnuationer 


TOWNS 
tllSTHtCT 

h 

ii 

Is 

•i 

1 

n 

Ii 

1 

'a 

Sti. 

Ml 

h 
li 
•1 

'a 

Ii 

< 

III 

■1 

h 

f 

ClM-id 

EiE':::- 

Weilflold 

— 

29 

i 

1) 

•■  ^-■'  "--  ■■''■ 

K0.K3I  SI 
V3.»il.  H 

I0.SJ9  M 

J 

Total 

9,01:, 

'■'"■'" 

'''"'•'"' 

m8L*,2« 

123.  U2  fl 

•U*,iB7  M 

J5 

Marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  commissioner  district  during  the  past  year.  This  is  due  prin- 
cipally to  the  following  reasons  —  the  removal,  through  examina- 
tion, of  ineflBcient  teachers  and  the  engagement  of  competent  ones 
in  their  places;  improved  methods  of  instruction  introduced  in  the 
schools;  greater  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  their  work  and 
the  deep  and  lively  interest  now  being  taken  by  the  better  element 
of  the  county  in  the  public  schools. 

Union  Free  School  No.  2,  Middletown,  has  erected  a  very  large 
and  convenient  building,  at  a  cost  of  flOO,000.  It  contains  34 
class-rooms,  a  large  assembly-room  and  every  modem  convenience. 

The  handsome  schoolhousc  erected  in  common  school  district 
Xo.  4,  Castleton,  at  a  coat  of  132,000,  might  be  called  a  model 
building  so  complete  is  it  in  every  particular.  Fine  schoolhouses 
have  been  built  at  No.  6,  Westfield,  and  Nos.  7  and  8,  Northfleld, 
at  a  cost  of  |12,000,  {3,500  and  |2,100.  Schoolhouses  are  being 
built  at  Nos.  1, 2  and  7,  Westfield,  and  No.  3,  Southfield.  At  No.  5, 
Weetfleld,  No.  3,  Northfleld,  and  No.  5,  Castleton,  the  schoolhoDsea 
26 
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are  being  doubled  in  size.  These  buildings,  it  is  expected,  will  be 
ready  to  be  occupied  in  the  fall. 

In  many  of  the  common  school  districts  it  has  not  been  pos- 
sible to  enforce  the  "  Compulsory  Education  Law,"  as  these  dis- 
tricts were  not  allowed  an  attendance  officer,  by  reason  of  the 
amendment  to  the  law;  this  will  be  rectified  next  year.  In  the 
union  free  schools  the  law  has  been  more  or  less  complied  with. 
In  Union  Free  School  Ko.  2,  Middletown,  the  law  has  been  suc- 
cesBfull.v  enforced,  owiny;  lo  the  t'fficicut  atk'udance  officer,  Mr. 
James  Allen.  In  all  Ihe  schools  there  was  a  marked  improvement 
after  Mr.  A,  E.  Hall's  visit  last  spring. 

Credit  is  dae  Prof.  A.  C.  McLachlan,  Miss  Himes,  Mrs.  Eastman 
and  Dr.  William  J.  Milne  for  the  successful  institute  held  in  this 
district  last  April. 

That  the  schools  of  this  district  have  been  raised  to  a  higher 
plane  and  attained  a  degree  of  excellence  acknowledged  by  the 
community  at  large  is  due  to  the  assistance,  support  and  sym- 
pathy wliiL-L  ilii-  Siale  Dc]mrtirii'ul,  under  its  present  administra- 
tion, has  never  failed  to  give  in  every  effort  made  to  raise  their 
standard. 


KOCKLAXl)  COUNTY 
Ogorge  a.  Blauvklt,  School  Commigstoner 
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I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  third  and  last  annua! 
report  as  commissioner  of  Hocklnnd  county.  Reviewing  the  three 
years  during  wliich  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  commissioner  I  am  gratified  to  report  that  the  condition  of  the 
schools  of  this  county  has  steadily  improved  during  that  period. 
While  the  number  of  children  attending  school  has  remained 
about  the  same,  the  aggregate  number  nf  days'  attendance  has 
increased  from  fi53,067  to  790,619,  a  total  increase  of  over  20  per 
cent.    The  number  of  duly  licensed  teachers  has  increased  from 
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116  to  128,  and  the  value  of  school  property  from  fl77,155  to 
$223,390;  675  volumes  of  books  have  been  added  to  the  libraries 
of  tbe  various  schools. 

Several  new  school  buildings  have  been  erected,  notablj,  one 
at  Stony  Point,  at  a  cost  of  about  |15,000;  one  at  Spring  Valley, 
at  a  cost  of  f 22,000;  one  at  Pearl  River,  at  a  cost  of  f3,500,  and 
one  at  Rockland  Lake,  at  a  cost  of  ^,000.  Many  others  have 
received  needed  repairs  in  the  way  of  additions  to  the  school 
buildings,  and  equipped  with  new  and  improved  school  furniture 
and  apparatus. 

Whatever  improvemeuts  I  may  be  able  to  report  in  the  condi- 
tion of  our  schools  I  attribute  largely,  if  not  wholly,  to  the  present 
system  of  uniform  examinations,  to  the  Compulsory  Education 
Law  and  to  a  growing  interest  in  school  work  among  parents  and 
trustees.  As  a  result  of  tbe  uniform  examination  system  many 
incompetent  teachers  have  been  retired,  a  higher  grade  of  scholar- 
ship among  teachers  has  been  secured,  and,  as  a  consequence,  our 
schools  have  steadily  improved. 

While  beneficial  results  are  already  noticed  from  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law,  yet  they  are  not  wholly 
satisfactory  to  me,  especially  in  the  small  rural  schools.  With 
energetic  and  discreet  truant  officers  appointed  by  our  various 
town  boards,  however,  I  expect  to  see  a  much  larger  percentage 
of  increase  In  attendance  during  the  coming  school  year  than  ever 
before. 


ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY  —First  District 
George  G.  Rotce,  School  Commiasioner 
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I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  substantial 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  schools  of  this  district.  The  better 
qualified  teachers  have  done  better  and  more  conscientious  work. 
The  professional  spirit  is  growing.  The  people  are  demanding 
better  schools.  There  is  a  general  awakening.  From  nearly  every 
district  comes  a  demand  that  the  system  of  schools  be  changed. 

In  the  last  year  164  inspections  have  been  made.  Most  of  the 
teachers  were  found  doing  good  work,  or  at  least  striving  to,  and  a 
few  who  were  doing  very  poor  work.  Fortunately,  these  do  not 
intend  to  remain  longer  in  the  work. 

Many  of  the  schoolhouses  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  but  they 
were  not  condemned,  as  the  township  system  is  confidently  ex- 
pected to  become  a  law,  and  a  new  schoolhouse,  on  every  comer 
would  obstruct  the  progress  of  such  a  system. 

The  recent  changes  in  the  regulations  relating  to  the  granting  of 
certificates  are  admirable.  They  are  not  only  advantageous  to  the 
teachers  and  trustees,  but  to  the  commissioner,  as  they  will  greatly 
simplify  his  work. 

The  institute  was  a  decided  success.  The  institute  was  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  I.  H.  Stout,  assisted  by  A.  S.  Downing,  Freeman 
H.  Allen,  Mrs.  Helen  Bartlett,  Miss  Florence  B.  Himes.  The  work 
was  very  practical,  and  nearly  all  the  teachers  expressed  them- 
selves as  benefited  by  it. 

The  educators  and  all  interested  in  schools  in  this  commissioner 
district  are  of  one  mind  in  regard  to  the  common  schools,  if  they  are 
to  be  made  what  they  should  be  for  the  money  expended.  They  be- 
lieve WQ  should  have  fewer  and  larger  schools,  and  the  children  by 
some  means  transported  to  and  from  these  schools.  The  people 
would  much  rather  educate  their  children  in  schools  near  at  home, 
where  they  can  have  their  boys  and  girls  under  their  own  care  and 
guidance.  They  do  not  feel  that  the  district  schools  now  give  their 
boys  and  girls  the  education  which,  under  another  system,  it  would 
be  possible  to  give  them. 


Commibsiomebb'  Repoets — 8t.  Lawrence  County 


ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
Charles  S.  Plane,  School  OomnUaaioner 
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In  submitting  m;  sixth  annual  report  ot  tlie  conditioD  of  the 
schools  of  this  diBtrict.  I  have  several  changes  of  importance 
to  note,  in  addition  to  those  previously  given. 

School  Di:sti'ict  No.  32,  Lisbon,  consisting  of  an  island  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  river,  has  been  annulled,  and  its  territory  annexed  to 
an  adjoining  district.  The  school  districts  of  the  town  of  Clifton 
have  all  been  changed,  and  one  new  school  district  organized,  with 
Newton  Falls  as  the  school  center.  A  majority  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  town  of  Colton  have  also  been  altered,  caused  mainly 
by  the  annexation  of  two  non-resident  townships — Granshue  and 
Oakham — to  the  several  adjoining  districts. 

The  anion  Bchools  of  Colton,  Madrid  and  Hermon  have  been 
recently  admitted  under  the  viaitation  of  the  Regents.  It  would 
be  a  decided  advantage  for  several  of  onr  village  school  districts 
to  organize  as  anion  free  school  districts. 

The  graded  work  in  the  district  schools  has  been  more  satisfac- 
tory than  ever  before.  About  40  diplomas  and  several  hundred 
pass  cards  have  been  issued.  This  worlt  tends  to  greater  interest, 
thoroughneBB  and  enthusiasm  in  the  schools,  and  when  carried  out 
by  a  BUCcesBfal  teacher,  increaseB  the  value  of  the  work  measured 
from  either  the  quality  of  the  work  accomplished,  or  the  inspiration 
given  the  pnpils  for  a  hi;rher  and  broader  education. 

The  influence  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  act  has  been  felt 
and  the  aggregate  number  of  days  attendance  of  pnpils  largely 
increased.  The  appointment  of  town  attendance  officers  will 
make  the  law  still  more  effective. 
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The  Teachers'  Institute  held  at  Canton,  in  May  last,  and  ably 
conducted  by  Prof.  McLadiian,  proved  very  interesting  and  help- 
ful. The  conductor  was  assisted  by  Supervisor  Downing,  MIm 
Rice,  Professors  Alien,  Shaver,  Bardwell,  Fisher,  Hall  and.Corey. 
The  work  was  of  an  UDusually  high  order  and  of  great  practical 
value  to  the  teachers. 

Our  last  Teachers'  Association  convened  at  Madrid  in  February 
last,  during  one  of  the  snow  blockades.  A  good  representation  of 
teachers  were  present  and  many  points  of  interest  discussed. 

The  graded  course  of  study,  providing  for  a  more  systematic 
plan  of  work,  has  been  introduced  and  maintained  by  the  teachers 
of  the  district,  heartily  co-operating  in  the  name  of  progress. 

A  Teachers'  District  Association,  organized  several  years  since, 
has  been  helpful  in  providing  a  mutual  improvement  society,  and 
has  promoted  professional  spirit.  These  gatherings  also  tend  to 
awaken  the  interest  of  the  people  in  school  work  and  the  welfare 
of  the  educational  interests  intrusted  to  tlieni. 


ST.  LAWRENCE   COT.iNTV —  Third  District 
Fkedkrick  R.  Smith.  (School  CommisaUtncr 
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I  take  up  the  task  of  making  my  ninth  annual  report,  as 
commissioner  of  the  third  district  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  with 
varied  feelings.  It  will  be  a  pleasure  for  me  to  look  back  upon 
these  years  when  I  remember  the  many  and  warm  friends  gained, 
the  uniform  kindness,  courtPB.v  and  assistance  which  liaB  been 
given  me  by  patrons  of  the  schools,  teachers,  school  officers,  and 
officials  of  the  State  Deipartment.  With  regret  I  shall  remember 
that  nine  of  the  beat  years  of  my  life  have  been  spent  in  an 
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ansucceseful  attempt  to  do  the  work  of  this  gi-eat  district,  that 
I  have  had  to  leave  undone  many  things  that  should  have  be«n 
done. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  remained  about  the  same 
during  m;  term  of  oBice,  the  decrease  in  the  country  districts 
being  made  up  by  an  incretise  in  the  villages.  Nine  years  ago 
there  were  5,9L*8  children  in  the  district  who  attended  school  some 
portion  of  the  year.  This  year  there  were  5,884,  a  slight  decrease, 
while  the  whole  number  of  days'  attendance  has  increased  from 
510,726  in  1887  to  592,17!*  in  1896.  During  this  time  the  number  of 
licensed  teachers  employed  has  increased  fi-om  182  to  190,  the 
number  of  normal  graduates  teaching  from  23  to  68,  Teachers' 
wages  hare  increased  from  (33,561.39  to  (45,830.50,  the  entire 
amount  expended  for  school  purposes  in  the  district  from 
(54,089.69  to  (67.659.32,  and  the  value  of  schoolhouses  and  ^tes 
from,  (1,119.91  to  (1,446.04. 

The  past  year  has  shown  a  continuation  of  the  steady  growth 
of  the  past  nine  years.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  grading 
the  rural  schools.  Teachers  are  advancing  in  a  knowledge  of 
both  Bubjectraatter  and  methods,  are  growing  better  informed 
on  every-day  topics  and  developing  a  good  degree  of  professional 
spirit. 


SARATOGA  COUNTY —  First  District 
Gkohge  H.  Wkst,  SrftooJ  Commisaioner 
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In  submitting  this,  ray  sixth  annual  report,  to  the  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  I  regret  to  state  that  the  problem 
of  how  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  rural  schools  to  the  high  plane 
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they  ought  to  occupy  iu  the  great  educational  system  of  the  Em- 
pire State  has  uot  been  entirely  solved;  though  by  comparing 
their  condition  of  six  years  ago  with  the  preeent  a  very  marked 
advancement  is  perceptible.  This  has  been  brought  about  by 
wise  le^slation  and  tiie  ceaseless  efforts  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction.  The  teachers'  institutes  are  becoming  such 
a  power  for  good  that  those  enrolled  not  only  become  better 
teachers  but  better  men  and  'wonien  as  well.  Many  teachers  are 
also  availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  afforded  by  the  summer 
«chool8,  teachers'  training  classes  and  normal  schools,  in  fact, 
the  majority  are  beginning  to  realize  the  necessity  of  a  profee- 
sional  training  for  the  work.  The  graded  course  of  study  adopted 
by  the  common  schools  of  this  commissioner  district  six  years  ago 
has  proved  a  success.  It  has  suggested  a  plan  of  work  to  the 
teacher  and  the  pupils  through  their  eagerness  to  earn  grade  cer- 
tificates and  diplomas  have  had  more  perfect  lessons  and  been 
more  regular  in  their  attendance.  Other  advancements  might 
be  mentioned  and  still  many  more  plans  might  be  suggested 
whereby  the  rural  schools  would  be  improved. 

In  retiring  from  the  office  of  school  commissioner  I  wish  to 
congratulate  my  successor  upon  the  pleasant  duties  he  is  abont 
to  assume  and  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  trustees,  the  teachers  and  pupils,  all  of  whom  have  aided  in 
making  the  last  six  years  the  pleasantest  years  of  my  life. 


SARATOGA  COUNTY  — Second  District 
John  T.  Rice,  School  Commissioner 
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In  submitting  my  first  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  work  done  in  the  schools 
of  the  second  commissioner  district  of  this  county  for  the  past 
school  year  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  Union  Free  School  at  Corinth,  under  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  Principal  A.  M.  Hollister,  A.  M.,  shows  a  gratifying  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  pnpils,  and  is  doing  good  work;  this  may 
in  part  be  credited  to  the  influence  of  the  teachers'  training  class, 
which  was  under  the  zealous  and  faithful  instruction  of  Miss  Sara 
E.  Hawley,  A.  B.,  Pd.  B. 

The  outlook  for  rural  schools  is  not  hopeful.  The  constant 
decrease  of  population  in  many  of  the  rural  districts  is  the  great- 
est difficulty  to  be  contended  with  in  maintaining  good  schools. 
The  inhabitants  of  a  district,  who  each  year  see  their  numbers 
growing  smaller,  and  a  higher  tax  rate  set  against  a  lower  assess- 
ment, realize  that  a  mighty  effort  must  be  put  forth  to  meet  the 
circumstances. 

I  believe  the  adoption  of  the  township  system,  with  aid  for  the 
transportation  of  pupils  living  more  remote,  would  relieve  the 
rural  districts  of  many  of  their  present  burdens.  I  have  annulled 
District  No.  10,  town  of  Day,  and  annexed  it  to  adjoining  districts. 
Many  districts  have  been  to  considerable  expense  in  repairing, 
painting  and  reseating  their  buildings. 

The  commissioners  uniform  course  of  study  has  been  of  great 
advantage  to  many  schools. 

There  is  a  Teachers'  Association  in  the  county,  and  two  success- 
ful meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  In  January  the  people 
of  Waterford  entertained  the  association  most  royally,  and  we 
were  entertained  equally  as  well  by  the  people  of  South  Glens 
Falls  in  June. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  examinations  in  March  and 
August  for  first-grade  subjects,  be  held  three  days  instead  of  two; 
the  time  given  now  is  not  long  enough  for  candidates  to  do  the 
work  satisfactorily. 

Arbor  Day  was  generally  observed.  Returns  were  received  from 
about  two-thirds  of  the  schools,  some  not  being  in  session  at  the 
time.  One  hundred  and  ninety-three  trees,  and  many  shrubs  were 
planted. 

An  increased  interest  is  shown  in  school  libraries.  I  can  report 
too,  that  each  district  has  complied  with  the  law  in  procuring  an 
American  flag. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  December  16  to  20,  1895,  and 
was  in  charge  of  Conductor  Percy  I.  Bugbee.  Miss  Anna  K.  Egg- 
leston  had  charge  of  the  primary  work,  and  Miss  Florence  B. 
Himes  of  the  drawing.     Their  assistants  were  the  following: 
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Principal  E.  N.  Joues,  of  Plattsburg  Normal,  Principal  Jobn  M. 
Milne,  of  Geneseo  Normal,  Mrs.  Mooncj-  and  Miss  Ida  M.  Isdell,  of 
Albany  Normal  College,  Superintendent  T.  R.  Kneil  and  Principal 
O.  B.  Kipp,  of  Saratopia,  Principal  A,  M.  Hollister,  of  Corinth,  and 
Principal  O.  H.  Iturritt,  of  Schuylerville,  Our  institute  was  of 
practical  benefit  to  the  teachers,  as  they  gained  an  inspiration  for 
better  work,  higher  thinking  and  more  earnest  living.  They  voted 
the  graded  institute  a  success.  A  pleasant  feature  of  the  week 
was  the  presence  and  encouraging  words  of  Supervisor  A.  S. 
Downing  at  the  closing  session.  We  were  honored  also  by  the 
presence  of  Superintendent  Charles  R.  Skinner,  at  the  reception 
tendered  the  members  of  the  institute  by  the  teachers  of  Saratoga 
Springs. 

I  have  arranged  for  a  meeting  of  town  ofBcials,  school  trustees 
and  compulsory  attendance  ofllcers,  at  Schuylerville,  on  Saturday, 
October  17th,  "  Saratoga  Day,"  I  expect  some  State  ofBcials  and 
others  to  be  present,  to  explain  to  them  recent  school  legislation. 


SCHENECTADY    COUNTY 
.lonN  H.  VEKiJKit,  t^cbool  Commissioner 
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This  commissioner  district  is  progressive.  One  modern  school- 
house  has  been  added  this  year  to  our  number  of  good  buildings; 
more  are  needed  but  our  rural  schools  are  suffering  from  the  finan- 
cial depression. 

My  report  will  show  that  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  has 
been  almost  inoperative,  I  am  sure  next  year  will  show  better  re- 
snlt8,aud  think  the  new  amendments  will  meet  the  requirements.. 
The  enforcement  of  the  present  temperance  narcotic  law  has  been 
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looked  upon  by  teachers,  trustees  and  people  as  an  encroachment 
upon  their  personal  liberty.  It  has  injured  the  work  of  the  school- 
rooms, as  teachers  and  scholars,  teach  and  study  only  to  comply 
with  the  law.  When  I  ask  for  or  suggest  an  improvement,  I  am 
met  by  the  reply  that  they  are  complying  with  the  physiology  law 
and  I  must  ask  nothing  more.  The  extension  of  certificates  i« 
a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

The  graded  course  of  study  is  gaining  prestige  in  my  district.  I 
find  it  diflficult  to  keep  "proper  data  as  to  certificates  and  diplomas 
granted  and  suggest  that  a  record  book  for  commissioners  would 
greatly  simplify  the  work. 

My  district  has  74  teachers  and  I  inspect  the  schools  frequently. 
I  find  the  variety  of  text-books  the  most  serious  impediment  to 
proper  work.  Some  one  should  have  power  to  make  a  proper  selec- 
tion and  enforce  it.  The  additional  studies  now  required  will  not 
admit  of  a  variety  of  text-books  or  permit  a  teacher  to  grade' the 
school. 

I  think  supervision  an  important  factor  in  progressive  education. 
A  school  commissioner  should  be  a  person  of  good  habits  and  un- 
tarnished reputation ;  should  possess  good  judgment;  be  a  practical 
business  person  and  well  educated.  I  think,  however,  that  a  first 
grade  examination  is  an  unfair  test.  A  special  examination  em- 
bracing business  methods  and  general  intelligence  would  be  prefer- 
able to  a  technical  one  on  drawing,  physics,  etc.  I  am  sure  the 
people  of  the  district  are  good  judges  and,  if  a  separate  ballot  was 
provided  and  the  office  divorced  from  politics,  the  people  would  have 
more  capable  superintendents.  The  present  system  is  used  to  pay 
political  debts  at  the  expense  of  the  schools. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Department  on  libraries  must  be  com- 
mended by  all.  Our  schools  are  taking  a  genuine  interest  in 
libraries  and  I  have  worked  hard  to  assist  them. 

My  district  is  in  great  need  of  a  training  class.  Teachers,  failing 
in»  the  examinations,  often  return  to  the  grammar  school  for  prepara- 
tion. 

I  recommend  greater  leniency  in  the  examinations,  especially 
drawing.  This  year  we  had  no  variety  of  teachers  to  select  from, 
good  schools  had  to  employ  third  grade  teachers. 
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SCHOHARIE  COUNTY  — First  District 
Jambs  K.  Alverson,  School  Commisaioner 
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Id  submitting  my  annual  report  it  gives  me  very  great  pleasure 
to  mention  the  earnest  work  of  the  teachers  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested bj  the  pupils. 

In  regard  to  the  improvement  of  school  buildings  very  little  work 
has  been  done  owing  to  the  hard  times. 

The  whole  iiuml>er  of  children  attending  school  during  the  past 
school  year  was  2,984.  a  decrease  of  83  from  last  year's  report;  also 
14,273  days  less  attendance.  In  my  official  work  I  have  made  182 
visits, dissolved  two  school  districts,  heidseven  esamiiiatioD8,wh!ob 
resulted  as  follows;  Of  the  204  different  candidates  two  passed  for 
a  first  grade;  57  for  a  second  grade;  31  for  a  third  grade,  and  114 
failed  to  obtain  certificates. 

In  making  my  last  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the 
many  favors  which  it  baa  granted  me  and  my  teachers. 
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SCHOHARIE  COUNTY  —  Second  Distbiot 
R.  E.  Sternberg,  School  Commtgsioner 
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The  general  excellence  of  the  scliooU  of  thia  commissioner  dis- 
trict Jias  been  advanced  during  the  past  year.  This  is  shown  by 
the  results  of  the  graded  course  examinations.  I  liave  made  198 
inspections  and  found  both  teachers  and  pupils  imbued  with  a 
spirit  of  earaestness  and  a  detennination  to  succeed. 

I  have  secured  the  adoption  of  uniform  text-books  in  physiology 
in  this  commissioner  district.  At  the  last  annual  school  meetdng 
18  districts  passed  resolutions  making  the  adoption  l^al.  At 
my  next  institute  steps  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  legal  adoption 
of  other  textbooks. 

During  the  past  school  year  I  have  held  seven  exauilnationB  at 
which  136  ditTerent  cantJidates  have  been  examined.  Of  this  num- 
ber four  passed  for  first  grade  certificates,  41  passed  for  second 
grade  certificates,  and  34  passed  for  third  grade  certificates.  The 
total  number  of  teachers  in  this  commissioner  district  holding 
Normal  school  diplomas.  State  certificates  and  college  graduates' 
certificates,  July  31,  1896,  was  12. 
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J.  L,  Buck,  School  Comtniaaioner 
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Daring  the  past  year  I  have  held  seven  regular  and  two  teach- 
ers' training  class  examinations;  222  different  candidates  have 
been  exatnJn<^d,  wlia  registered  an  aggregate  attendance  of  469, 
Eleven  first  grade,  52  second  grade,  34  third  grade,  and  nine  train- 
ing class  certificates  have  been  issued,  and  207  official  visits  to  the 
schools  of  the  county  have  been  made. 

The  recent  change  of  law  in  regard  to  school  age  has  lessened 
the  number  of  pupils  drawing  public  money.  This  change  will 
materially  affect  the  amount  of  public  money  in  some  of  our  dis- 
tricts, notably  union  fPee  and  graded  schools,  as  a  lar^e  per  cent, 
of  the  pupils  in  the  higher  grades  in  these  schools  are  18  years 
old  or  over. 

The  change  in  the  regulations  governing  examinations  is  an 
important  one.  Teachers  are  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  offered  them  by  the  Department,  and  many  of  them  do 
not  attend  the  examinations  until  it  is  time  to  secure  a  school.  At 
the  present  time,  10  per  cent,  of  the  schools  in  this  county  are 
taken  by  teachers  who  have  no  lic(*nse,  but  who  hope  that  a  favor- 
able report  from  the  last  examination  will  entitle  them  to  one. 

The  amendment  to  the  school  law  allowing  trustees  in  a  distriot 
adjoining  a  onion  school  district  to  contract  with  the  board  of 
education  of  said  union  free  school,  whereby  the  pupils  of  each 
district  may  be  taught  in  the  union  school,  will  enable  certain 
districts  to  provide  better  instruction  for  their  pupils  than  is  now 
offered,  but  the  benefits  derived  from  this  amendment  wooM  be 
nnore  general  if  it  were  still  further  amended  so  that  the  same 
privileges  now  extended  to  those  outlying  districts  were  extended 
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to  tbioae  adjoining  a  graded  Kchool  diBtrict  when  two  or  more 
teachers  are  employed. 

Our  teacheta'  institute  held  in  Watkins,  December  21  to  24,  gave 
peneral  Hatisfactlon.  Henry  E.  Sanford,  A.  M.,  Ph.D.,  conducted 
it  in  the  able  manner  which  always  characterizes  his  work.  His 
illustrated  lecture  on  "Mexico"  received  the  hearty  approval  of 
nil  who  were  present.  Among  others  who  deserve  mention  for  the 
good  work  done  are  Dr.  Cheney,  Miss  Alger  and  Mrs.  Eastman 
of  Cortland ;  Prof.  Sciibner,  of  Trumansburg;  Miss  Lilian  Bprague, 
of  Cook  Academy,  and  Prof.  Qrider  of  Canajoharie.  Prof.  Grider's 
plain  and  practical  way  of  presenting  the  snbjfct  of  drawing  was 
a  source  of  comment  among  the  teachers. 


SENECA  COUNTY 
FitANuis  S.  Godfrey,  School  Commissioner 
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The  educational  interests  of  this  county  appear  to  be  keeping 
pace  with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  day.  We  are  womt  to  re- 
port great  progress  each  year,  but  candid  commissioners  will 
admit  that  real  healthful  progress  is  of  comparatively  slow  growth. 
Ea.ch  year  brings  25  per  cent,  of  inexperienced  teachers  to  the 
rural  schools,  and  similar  conditions  exist  from  year  to  year. 
Until  the  tenure  of  employment  is  more  secure  or  much  greater 
numbers  of  specially  trained  teachers  are  available  the  rural 
school  can  not  advance  rapidly. 

In  the  town  of  Waterloo,  School  District  No.  2,  hits  been  con- 
solidated with  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  and  District  No. 
9,  changed  to  No.  2. 
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Department  of  Pdblic  Inbthdction 


Our  Institute  was  conducted  by  Percy  I.  Bugbee,  aselated  by 
Supervisor  Downing,  Dr.  Cassoty,  of  Buffalo  Normal;  Prof.  Baota, 
of  Cortland  Normal ;  Miss  Kice  and  Miss  Eggleston.  All  were  new 
instructors  in  our  county  except  Miss  Rice.  The  interest  was 
fully  maintained  tlirougtiout  the  week,  and  this  institute  has  gone 
on  record  as  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  this  county. 

Raising  the  minimum  age  of  a  teacher  to  18  years,  and  the  stand- 
ing to  75  per  ctnt.  for  third  grade  certificates,  is  a  step  in  advance. 
The  indications  are  that  there  will  be  barely  enough  teachers  in 
this  commissioner  district  to  supply  the  sehiools  for  the  coming 
year. 


STEUBEN  COUNTY  — First  Disthiot 
E.  C.  Smith,  School  Commissioner^ 
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The  schools  of  this  district  are  all  in  good  condition  and  are 
having  an  era  of  prosperity.  Trustees  and  all  other  school  otDcials 
seem  to  be  working  together  for  o<lucational  advancement.  Most 
of  the  teachers  are  imbued  with  the  professional  spirit,  and  I 
predict  a  very  bright  future  for  our  schools.  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  recent  regulations  of  the  Department,  and  believe 
they  will  help  to  make  the  schools  even  more  efficient  than  they 
now  are. 

The  act  of  the  last  Ijegislature,  providing  for  township  trnant 
offlcers,  will,  without  doubt,  make  the  compulsory  law  more 
efifectlve  In  the  rural  districts, 

A  graded  institute  was  held  for  this  district  at  Bath,  January  6 
to  10,  1896.     The  Department  was  very  conrteons  and  gave  ns 
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all  the  aa^staoce  asked  for.  It  was  proDoanced  a  great  BDccees 
by  all  attending.  A  great  amonnt  of  credit  Ib  doe  Prof.  1.  H. 
Stout,  the  condnctor,  who  bo  ably  planned  and  condocted  It 


STEUBEN  COUNTY  — Second  Distbiot 
Chablbb  J.  Stabnbh,  School  Oommi$»i<mer 
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Tbe  schools  in  tbis  commissioner  distriot  are,  as  a  role,  in  good 
condition.  Teachers  are  becoming  more  progresBlre  from  year  to 
year.  Patrons  of  the  schools  take  greater  interest  in  educational 
matters  than  ever  before,  and  trustees  seem  more  anzions  to 
secure  experienced  and  successful  teachers. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  is  proving  a  success,  generally. 
There  is  an  increase  of  20,486  aggregate  days'  attendance  over 
the  statistics  of  last  year.  This  law  is  welcomed  by  both  patrons 
and  teachers,  and  there  Is  very  little  opposition  to  Its  enforcement. 
I  believe  it  will  do  more  for  the  schools  than  its  most  ardent 
friends  claimed. 

The  uniformity  of  text-books  inaugurated  by  the  teachers  of 
tbis  district  has  proved  very  ben^clal.  At  least  three-fourths 
of  tbe  schools  now  have  them  in  use  and  they  will  be  generally 
purchased  by  the  others  as  new  books  are  required. 

A  very  auccesBtuI  institute  was  conducted  In  this  distriot  In 
E>ecember,  189B,  by  Conductor  Percy  I.  Bugbee  and  bis  able 
asdBtants.  The  institute  was  considered  one  of  tbe  best  ever 
held  Id  tbe  district.  The  work  given  was  practloal  and  in  every 
way  helpful  to  teaobera. 
27 


Dkpartment  of  Public  J 
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The  graded  couiee  of  study  has  been  adopted  by  nearly  all  the 
rural  schools,  uod  ^troves  a  valuable  iuceative  to  teachers  aod  a 
stimulus  to  study  od  the  part  of  pupils. 


STEUBEN  COUNTY  — Thihd  Dihthiot 
Charles  Marlatt,  School  Commissioner 
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In  KubinittiDg  my  third  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  this  district  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  they 
have  shown  a  marki'd  improvfrnent  this  year.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  only  the  vilhige  schools  have  the  live  teachers  and 
advanced  methods,  but  1  frequently  find  as  good  wort  being  done 
in  the  rural  schools  as  is  done  in  the  graded  schools. 

The  nnifonn  examinations  have  made  a  great  improvement  In 
the  standinp;  of  our  teachers. 

In  Canisteo,  last  year,  the  academy  was  consolidated  with  the 
public  school  system  as  a  union  free  school.  The  academy  build- 
ing was  thoroughly  repaired.  I  am  sure  the  change  will  prove 
most  satisfactory  and  gratifving.  The  Greenwood  union  school 
is  now  under  the  Regents,  making  four  Regents'  schools  in  the 
district. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  way 
of  repairs,  and  more  remains  to  be  done  along  this  line. 

Training  classes  were  conducted  at  Canisteo  and  Hornellsvilte 
and  gave  valuable  instruction  to  those  preparing  to  teach. 

Ten  persons  have  been  appointed  to  normal  schools  during  the 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY  — First  District 
Chablss  H.  Howell,  School  Commissioner 
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In  my  report  of  three  years  ago  it  was  shown  that  4,402  pupils 
attended  the  schools  in  this  commissioner  district  some  portion 
of  the  year,  under  the  teaching  of  111  toacliers,  giving  an  aggre- 
gate attendance  of  486,157  days;  in  my  present  report  it  is  shown 
that  4,828  pupila  attended  school  some  portion  of  the  year  under 
the  tuition  of  119  teachers  and  giving  an  attendance  of  572,854 
days.     The  comparison  indicates  some  advancement. 

During  the  year  Southampton  has  made  a  large  addition  to 
its  school  building.  Good  Ground  and  Wading  River  are  build- 
ing new  scboolhouses,  each  of  which,  when  completed,  will  be 
ample  to  accommodate  the  pupils  of  the  districts  interested. 

The  total  receipts  of  money  for  school  purposes  during  the  year 
has  been  $80,831,37,  of  which  $51,413  were  paid  out  for  teachers' 
wages  which,  considering  the  times,  makes  a  very  fair  average 
of  salary  paid  to  teachers,  many  of  whom  have  been  teaching  in 
thia  commissioner  district  many  years.  Nearly  all  our  teachers 
are  employed  by  the  year,  which  is  far  bettor  than  to  have  fre- 
quent changes. 

During  the  year  we  have  held  all  the  uniform  examinations 
at  such  points  as  would  best  accommodate  the  teachers,  at  which 
58  candidates  have  been  examined;  3  first  grade,  20  second,  IS 
third  grade  certificates  have  been  issued.  About  50  per  cent,  of 
our  teachers  are  either  college  or  normal  school  graduates,  I  am 
glad  to  report  that  the  teachers  of  this  district  do  not.  as  a  rule, 
seem  to  rest  satisfied  with  present  acquirements.  Two  sessions 
of  the  District  Teachers'  Association  were  held  during  the  year, 
one  at  Riverhead  and  one  at  Southampton,  at  each  of  which  a 
well  arranged  program  was  carried  out. 


Dbpartubnt  of  Pdblio  Instbdoiion 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY  —  Skoond  Dwtbiot 
Chablbs  Fordhau,  School  Commissioner 
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We  have  paid  tbis  last  ;ear  (10,016  more  for  teachers'  wages, 
|458  more  for  libraries,  ¥1,5S8  more  for  school  apparatus,  and 
f25,000  more  for  incidental  expenses,  than  we  did  three  years 
ago.     We  have  alao  added  1,300  volumes  to  our  libraries  this  year. 

Id  the  three  years  ending  January  1,  1897,  there  have  been  Sn- 
ished,  or  will  be  finished,  lU  new  schoolhouses;  and  floe  additioDB 
have  been  or  are  being  made  to  three  others.  One  school  that 
died  in  my  predecessors  time  has  been  resurrected  and  has  now 
an  attendance  of  17.  In  another  place  a  score  of  children  were 
fonud  growing  up  like  heathen;  a  fine  schoolhouse  has  been 
erected  there.  In  another  place  a  district  was  found  with  prop- 
erty %'flloed  at  some  f80,()0(t  that  had  escaped  taxes  for  years  and 
years.  It  was  divided  between  three  schools,  stren^hening  all 
and  enabling  on«^  to  build  n  tine  new  schoolhouse. 

In  proportion  to  our  wealth,  we  think  we  have  spent  more  money 
in  schoolhouscs  than  any  commissioner  distriot  in  the  Empire 
State.  In  class  and  quality  our  teachers  stand  second  to  none. 
A  large  proportion  are  normals  and  that  proportion  is  Increaedng. 
These  are  facts  of  which  our  people  may  justly  be  proud. 
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SULLIVAN  COUNTY  —  Firbt  Disteiot 
John  Z.  Twiohell,  School  Commissioner 
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In  submitting  this  report  it  seems  fitting  that  I  express  mj 
appreciation  both  of  the  courtesies  extended  to  me  by  the  teachers 
and  school  oflScers  with  whom  I  work  and  of  the  many  favors 
shown  me  by  the  Department.  I  have  made  95  ofQcial  visits  dur- 
ing the  past  school  year.  I  have  found  the  t«acher8,  as  a  role, 
doing  earnest,  thorough  work. 

The  training  class  at  Monticello,  the  only  on«  in  the  county  of 
Sullivan,  did  very  effective  work  during  the  past  year.  Three  of 
the  members  received  training-class  certificates,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  class  show  marked  improvement. 

The  institute  conducted  by  Prof.  Bard  well  was  a  decided  success. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY  —  Second  Distbiot 
M.  H.  Wbiobt,  School  Commissioner 
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DErAllFMKNT   OF    PuBLIC    INSTRUCTION 


I  think  the  people  of  this  district  are  doing  the  very  best  that 
Hiey  can  under  the  new  lawH  and  manj  changes. 

Manj  of  the  districtB  of  ahout  $5,000  valuation  feel  it  a  great 
burden  to  keep  up  thdr  schoola,  and  jet  are  bo  patriotic  to  their 
children  that  they  struggle  along  from  year  to  year  hoping  for 
some  relief.  These  weak  districts  will  die  hard,  if  they  ever  give 
up,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  for  the  State  to  devise  some  plan 
of  relief  for  the  cross-road  districts,  of  almost  no  valuation  of 
property,  whereby  skilled  teachers  may  be  employed  to  take  the 
places  of  the  third-graders,  who  now  find  employment  in  these 
schools  because  they  can  be  had  for  less  wages  than  a  better 
educated  teacher  of  experience.  Furthermore,  distance  from 
silioois  is  a  factor  that  dissolving  a  district  can  not  cancel. 
These  scliools  should  have  more  public  money  and  less  direct  tai. 

The  rural  schools  contain  too  good  material,  too  much  of  it, 
and  it  is  of  too  pure,  honest  and  ambitious  a  quality  to  he  prac- 
ticed upon,  I  had  almost  said  spoiled,  by  the  unskilled  third-grade 
teacher,  who  almost  always  seeks  and  finds  employment  in  these 
schools  for  their  first  efforts. 

Our  teachers  are  well  satisHed  with  the  marking  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  are  meeting  with  very  fair  success  at  each  examination. 

Compulsory  education  needs  a  little  more  force  back  of  it  in 
some  of  the  villages. 


TIOGA  COUNTY. 
OsoAu  Granger,  School  Commissioner 
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The  effect  of  the  law  relating  to  compulsory  education  has  been 
to  awaken  interest  in  this  important  matter,  but  trustees'  reports 
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do  not  all  furnisli  information  as  complete  and  satisfactory  as 
thej  should,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  reluctance  of  local  authorities 
to  enforce  the  law.  An  attendance  oflScer  requires  qualifications 
every  person  does  not  possess.  I  believe  the  placing  of  this  re- 
sponsibility, as  at  present,  with  a  town  officer,  will  be  productive 
of  better  service.  It  is  my  intention  to  furnish  attendance  officers 
with  the  names  of  children  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  law 
in  their  respective  towns.  Trustees  and  teachers  have  been  fur- 
nished by  circular  with  information  of  the  legal  requirements. 

Nearly  all  the  trustees  in  this  county  report  that  the  law  requir- 
ing the  teaching  of  physiology  and  hygiene  has  been  complied 
with,  and  all  have  been  advised  of  the  present  demands  of  the  law. 

The  matter  of  dissolving  weak  districts  and  annexing  the  ter- 
ritory to  adjacent  districts  often  brings  into  prominence  the  prob- 
lem of  increased  distance  to  be  traversed  by  children  to  attend 
school.  Considering  the  condition  of  country  roads  in  some  sea- 
sons of  the  year  this  might  prove  to  be  a  difficulty  that  would 
prevent  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  law  regarding  at- 
tendance. Such  changes  should  doubtless  be  made  when  prac- 
ticable, but  always  with  circumspection. 

The  obstacle  of  distance,  found  chiefly  in  the  country^  conflicts 
with  the  proper  supervision  of  rural  schools.  Occasional  visits 
can  supply  in  a  small  measure  only  the  degree  of  efficiency  con- 
stant oversight  will  produce. 

Library  growth,  which  is  the  outcome  of  a  desire  for  reading 
and  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  is  slow  and  needs  stimulating. 
The  teacher  is  the  principal  agent  in  creating  a  demand  for  good 
literature,  and  should,  therefore,  possess  literary  culture  and 
familiarity  with  standard  works  suitable  for  pupils  of  all  the 
different  grades. 

Seventeen  professional  certificates  received  August  1  by  the 
members  of  the  training  classes  of  Owego  and  Waverly  is  evi- 
dence of  the  superior  quality  of  instruction  given  by  the  faculties 
of  the  academies  at  those  places. 

I  would  suggest  that  more  generous  recognition  be  granted 
candidates  obtaining  high  standings  in  teachers'  examination. 
Not  less  than  90  per  cent,  being  considered,  additional  exemption 
in  time  or  in  some  other  manner  placing  such  standings  at  a  pre- 
mium, would  make  them  more  desirable,  more  eagerly  sought  for, 
and  candidates  would  voluntarily  raise  the  standard  of  qualifica- 
tions by  increased  activity  in  preparation,  and  consequently  their 
own  scholarship,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  the 
personal  advantage  resulting  therefrom. 

For  the  purpose  of  equalizing  taxation  of  property  for  school 
purposes,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  larger  division  than  that  of 
the  school  district  should  be  adopted  as  the  unit. 
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Chablbb  Van  Martbr,  School  Commissioner 
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Tliero  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  grade  of  the  teaching 
force  in  this  cwmmigeioner  district  for  the  past  few  years. 

Our  Teachers'  AsBOciation  meets  twice  a  year,  and  I  believe  that 
the  influence  of  these  meetings  is  arousing  the  people  to  an  educa- 
tional interest  they  never  before  knew. 

The  law  authorising  the  commissioner  to  annul  a  school  diB- 
trict  or  change  its  boundary  without  the  written  consent  of  the 
trustee,  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  have  several  cases  that 
need  treatment  along  this  line,  but  up  to  this  time  I  could  do 
nothing  as  few  trustees  would  talie  the  responsibility  of  giving 
his  written  consent.  My  successor  will  have  no  excuse  for  non- 
action in  this  matter,  and  should  I  be  my  own  successor,  I  can 
assure  you  that  several  needed  changes  will  be  made  which  I  be- 
lieve will  add  greatly  to  the  educational  interests  of  this  commis- 
sioner district. 


TOMPKINS  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
W.  E.  Bbown,  Jk.,  School  Commissioner 
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In  tbe  few  months  since  I  hfure  assumed  the  daties  of  oommiB- 
edoner  in  this  district,  few  changes  have  taken  place.  Owing  to 
the  well-directed  labors  of  mj  predecessor,  a  majorit;  of  the 
schoolbouses  are  in  good  conditloD,  and  equipped  with  modem  fur- 
niture. I  find  the  schools  as  a  rule  doing  good  work,  and  the 
teachers  earnestly  and  Intetligentl;  striTlng  to  keep  in  line  with 
educational  prc^r^s. 

The  schools  to  some  extent  are  taking  advantage  of  the  assist- 
ance offered  by  the  State  and  are  adding  yearly  to  their  libraries. 
In  such  districts  the  school  library  is  found  to  be  not  only  a  source 
of  education  and  culture  to  the  school,  but  to  the  entire  district 
It  is  evident  that  it  is  a  profitable  and  wise  policy  for  districts  to 
expend  money  in  this  direction. 

While  the  attendance  in  the  larg^  schools  Is  satisfactory,  the 
attendance  in  some  of  the  weaker  districts  is  so  small  that  it 
would  seem  advisable  to  consolidate  them  with  the  sorrounding 
districts.  In  consideration,  however,  of  the  wretched  coudition  of 
the  county  highways  during  several  months  of  the  year  it  would 
be  impossible  for  children  to  travel  long  distances  to  school. 
Therefore  the  work  of  consolidation  must  be  limited  in  extent. 
Better  roads  in  this  district  will  help  make  better  schools. 


ULSTER  OOtJNTT  —  FiBST  Distriot 
John  J.  Moban,  School  OommiasUmer 
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It  is  my  privilege,  as  well  as  my  pleasure,  to  present  herewith 
the  report  of  my  ninth  year  in  the  ofBce  of  school  commlsirfoner. 
The  discipline  of  the  schools  throughout  the  year,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  has  been  excellent.  The  teachers  generally  have 
labored  assiduously  for  the  best  interests  of  those  intrusted  to 
their  care. 


42(5  Department  of  Purlic  Instruction 

One  of  the  hopeful  signs  in  this  commissioner  district,  for  the 
promotion  of  education,  is  the  better  and  more  regular  attendance 
at  the  monthly  teachers'  meetings.  The  consideration  of  educa- 
tional questions,  and  of  the  best  methods  of  instruction,  in  a 
friendly  way,  the  realization  th<at  much  depends  upon  the  method, 
and  the  preparation  given  beforehand  to  the  lessons  to  be  taught 
fhe  day  or  week  following,  in  having  a  daily  program  for  seat 
work,  as  well  as  class  work,  in  a  word,  having  definite  aims  in 
teaching  and  discipline,  should  lead  to  a  more  perfect  fulfillment 
of  the  great  educational  w^ork  left  in  our  hands.  The  school  years 
of  a  child's  life  are  the  most  important.  The  first  growth  of  habits 
and  capabilities  will  alTect  his  f utuVe  career.  It  is  essential,  there- 
fore, to  the  welfare  of  every  child  that  he  should  receive  right 
impressions,  and  that  he  be  orderly  and  methodical  in  acquiring 
knowledge,  as  well  as  in  using  it. 

Since  the  introduction  of  a  course  of  study  into  the  schools  of 
this  district,  in  September,  1889,  there  has  been  a  greater  interest 
in  school  work,  a  better  and  more  regular  attendance  on  the  part 
of  pupils,  and  what  is  most  desirable,  greater  co-operation,  respect 
and  gratitude  of  parents,  for  the  reason  that  the  schools  are  better 
and  the  essentials  in  education,  reading,  spelling,  writing,  arith- 
metic, language,  geography,  physiology  and  hygiene,  history  of 
our  country,  and  the  duties  of  citizenship  are  more  thoroughly 
mastered.  While  much  has  been  accomplished,  much  more  still 
remains  to  be  done  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 

A  new  addition  to  school  No.  3,  in  the  city  of  Kingston,  was 
completed  and  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  Tuesday,  April 
14, 1896.  It  is  a  substantial  brick  building  69x38  feet,  two  stories 
high,  and  contains  six  rooms,  each  about  21x31  feet  and  12  feet 
high.  The  interior  is  finished  in  Georgia  pine  and  quartered 
oak.  The  building  is  well  lighte<l  and  ventilated.  Cloak  and  hat 
rooms  are  conveniently  arranged  throughout  the  building.  The 
number  of  rooms  in  the  old  building  has  been  changed  from  seven 
to  four,  which  are  now  24x34  feet.  The  entire  building  is  heated 
by  steam,  contains  10  rooms  and  474  sittings.  Total  cost  of  new 
addition  and  site  ?14.957.12.  An  addition  24x22  feet  was  built  on 
school  No.  6,  South  Flatbush,  town  of  Ulster.  It  is  properly 
heated  and  the  system  of  ventilation  is  excellent.  Total  cost  of 
building,  furniture,  etc.,  ^941.37.  T\w  Brigham  School,  in  Kings- 
ton School  District,  in  the  city  of  Kingston,  recently  named  in 
honor  of  President  E.  M.  Brigham,  of  the  Kingston  board  of  edu- 
cation, will  be  ready  for  occupancy  about  January  4,  1897.  It  is 
96x52  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  with  four  class  rooms  on  a  floor, 
each  24ix35i  feet  in  size,  and  capable  of  seating  54  pupils. 

The  contract  price  for  masonry,  woodwork,  painting,  etc.,  is 
$14,305;  for  plumbing,  heating  and  ventilating,  f  1,813. 
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There  are  five  distinct  school  districtB  in  the  city  of  KiDt^mou, 
each  under  separate  management.  Tliere  is  a  growing  Bentiment 
in  favor  of  consolidation  of  districts.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  would  then  have  equal  educational  advantages  at  equal  rates. 
one  academy  instead  of  two,  manual  training,  would  be  estab- 
lished in  the  upper  grades  of  the  grammar  schools,  and  kindergar- 
tens would  also  be  established,  all  would  become  a  part  of  au  effi- 
cient system,  lower  taxes  and  uniformity  of  text-books  would 
certainly  be  secured,  and  the  law  in  reference  to  compulsory  edu- 
cation would  be  more  genenilly  and  more  easily  enforced. 

The  institute  held  in  Kingston  Free  Academy,  September  2-6, 
1895,  was  interesting  and  profitable.  Conductor  Archibald  C. 
UcLachlan  won  the  approbation  of  all  present  for  the  courtesy, 
consideration  and  earnestness  shown  in  the  performance  of  hia 
duties. 

At  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  anniversary  of  Kingston 
Free  Academy,  July  1, 1896, 25  young  people  were  graduated,  who 
reflected  credit  upon  Principal  Michael  and  his  efficient  corps  of 
assistants. 

In  the  school  libraries  in  this  commissioner  district  there  are 
many  good  books.  Teachers  should  strive  more  and  more  to 
create  in  their  pupils  a  taste  for  good  reading.  Let  the  teacher 
lead  the  way  and  a  taste  for  the  best  in  literature  will  soon  infect 
the  whole  school. 


ULSTER  COUNTY  — Second  Disruirr 
Millard  W.  Baldwin,  School  Commissioner 


lllifi 

^ 

ia 

— :: — — 

— zz — 

— 

-^ 

TOWNS 
DISTKICT 

ll 

III 

i 

1 
II 

■a| 

ll 

i3 
If 

Q     ,»         H 

^ 

-" 

> 

■* 

r. 

ffiS&:::: 

H4-17MI 

1, 

10^"-[6|    12|     s.n8|    ss;3i3 

DM.XW 

i.s;«  44 

fl,I7»48|    » 

T<rt«l  .... 

%S\       TO  1!1|  Sptual  SOCtM 

HUT.tsn 

«.KB,fl,K 

»1«,11S  0 

«.,041  S8|   UB 

I  can  not  report  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  schools 
in  this  commissioner  distilct.    In  former  reports  I  have  mentioned 
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conditions  whicb  I  believe  retard  advancemeDt.  I  would  snggeBt 
that  suitable  books  and  blanks  be  f  umisbed  by  the  Btate  in  which  all 
records  shall  be  kept ;  that  all  money  for  teachers'  wages  be  raised 
by  general  tax  and  not  by  local  tax;  that  the  township  system  be 
adopted,  and  that  school  commissioners  be  required  to  pass  an 
examination  prepared  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction. 


ULSTER  COUNTY  —  Third  Distbiot 
Charles  Sitzer,  School  Gommisaioner 
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This  commissioner  district  contains  103  school  diatricts  and  em- 
ploys 127  teachers.  At  this  time  there  are  66  licemsed  teachers 
whose  homes  are  in  this  district,  leaving  57  to  be  procured  from 
other  districts  for  the  work  of  next  year.  It  is  not  difBcult  to  ac- 
count for  this  deflciencj  In  our  teaching  force.  We  have  but  one 
school  that  is  properly  equipped  for  preparing  young  men  and 
women  for  teaching.  Ellenville  Academy  sends  out  each  year  a 
few  persons,  graduates,  and  members  of  the  training  class,  who  are 
generally  well  qualified  and  do  good  work.  The  rest  of  our  teach- 
ing force  has  to  come  from  our  district  schools  and  from  other  com- 
missioner districts,  the  greater  number  coming  from  other  districts, 
but  a  large  number  coming  directly  from  the  district  schools,  in 
many  instances,  without  having  received  any  proper  instruction  in 
subjects  that  they  expect  to  teach.  It  is  not  strange  that  the 
gatherings  over  which  these  young  persons  attempt  to  preside  are 
schools  only  in  name.  Many  of  this  class  of  schools  send  candi- 
dates for  teachers'  certificates,  and  many  of  these  candidates  get 
through  the  examinations,  and  by  great  effort  obtain  second  grade 
certificates,  and  teach  for  years  without  ever  having  received  any 
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thorough  mstructicm  in  anj  subject,  or  having  even  seen  a  recita- 
tion properlj  conducted.  Teachers  will  be  scarce  in  this  district 
until  the  better  class  of  village  and  district  schools  furnish  us  with 
candidates  for  certificates  who  have  had  more  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  the  subjects  required  for  second  and  third  grade  certificates. 

Our  institute  was  held  at  West  Shokan.  It  was  conducted  by 
Prof.  I.  H.  Stout,  A.  M.,  assisted  by  Miss  Rice,  State  instructor  in 
drawing,  and  Mrs.  Eastman  of  Cortland  Normal  School  in  primary 
work.  The  work  done  was  excellent,  and  those  who  were  present 
were  greatly  benefited. 

Except  in  the  village  of  Ellenville,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
enforce  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law. 

The  inequality  of  taxation  is  a  matter  that  should  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature.  As  an  example,  District  No.  12,  town 
of  Wawarsing  has  property  assessed  at  f  1,165.  Their  rate  of  taxa- 
tion for  school  purposes  last  year  was  6  per  cent.  The  people  of  the 
district  are 'poor  and  their  school  tax  is  excessively  burdensome.  A 
school  at  that  particular  place  is  an  urgent  necessity,  for  if  the  dis- 
trict were  dissolved  the  children  would  be  deprived  of  the  privileges 
of  a  school,  there  being  no  other  school  within  several  miles,  and  no 
place  for  one.  A  district  in  the  town  of  Shandaken  paid  a  rate  of 
but  32  hundredths  of  1  per  cent.,  and  there  are  other  places  in  which 
the  rate  is  about  the  same.  I  submit  that  districts  like  No.  12,  Wa- 
warsing, should  receive  eufficient  aid  from  the  State  to  enable 
them  to  maintain  a  good  school  without  being  taxed  to  the  extent 
that  they  are  under  the  present  system.  Nohing  could  be  more 
unjust  than  to  ask  them  to  pay  a  tax  of  6  per  cent,  while  others  far 
abler  than  they  are  pay  but  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  point  out  a  remedy  for  this  evil,  but  I  believe  that  some 
way  can  and  should  be  devised  to  relieve  those  who  can  least 
afford  to  bear  this  excessive  burden. 

I  would  recommend  that  first  and  second  grade  certificates  be 
made  valid  in  all  districts  in  the  State  without  indorsement,  and 
that  each  teacher  be  required  to  register  his  or  her  certificate,  of 
whatever  grade,  with  the  commissioner  in  whose  district  he  or  she 
proposes  to  teach  before  opening  the  term  of  school. 


Dei'autmbnt  of  Pubuc  Instbootion 


WAKREN  COUNTY  — PiHBT  Distbiot 
HoxiE  G,  TuTTLB,  School  Commiagioner 
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Warren  count.v,  previous  to  this  year  a  single  commiBaioiier  diB- 
trict,  lias  liwii  divided  siucf^  my  last  report,  leaving  but  35  scbools 
in  the  flrst  district.  This  change  lias  necessitated  a  corresponding 
cbaiige  in  n!,v  plans,  which  have  not  jet  become  adjusted  to  the  new 
order  of  things.  Forty-seven  official  visita  were  made  In  the  second 
district  previous  lo  the  division,  and  are,  therefore,  not  reported  in 
above  list. 

The  snmnior  iustiiute,  conduct-cd  at  Glens  Palls,  was  a  brilliant 
suceess,  amply  justifying  all  expenditure  it  caused.  Forty-seTen 
Warren  coiinly  teacbers  were  in  attendance,  and  64  from  the  ad- 
joining counties  of  Saratoga  and  Washington,  This  is  one  of  the 
agencies  by  means  of  which  the  rural  schools  are  to  be  aided  and  im 
proved.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  might  not  pro>fitabIy  supersede  the 
annual  inslitute. 

One  training  class  has  been  conducted  in  the  county,  aa  a  reaalt 
of  which  five  professional  certificates  have  been  issued.  With  the 
encouragcmenl  now  given  to  these  classes,  there  will  soon  be  no 
necfssily  for  licensing  untrained  and  inexperienced  persons  to  teach 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  State, 

The  Compul-sory  Law  has  been  rigorously  enforced  In  the  union 
school  district  at  Glens  Falls,  and  no  doubt  the  existence  of  the 
law  has  served  to  increase  the  attendance  elsewhere.  Trustees  have 
shown  commendable  zeal  in  the  use  of  mild  measures,  but  have 
seemed  unwilling  to  resort  to  extreme  ones.  The  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  town  attendance  officers,  who  may  b«- 
paid  for  their  services,  should  remove  the  last  obstacle  In  the  way 
of  the  enforcement  of  this  law. 

The  graded  course  of  Ptudy  is  in  use  in  all  schools  not  organized 
under  the  Regents.  There  is  too  great  a  lack  of  uniformity  In  the 
manner  of  conducting  examinations  and  marking  e 
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for  certificate  or  diploma  to  l>e  a  real  reward  of  merit;  neverthe- 
less the  eourse  of  study  is  a  substantial  help,  and  will  be  more  ap- 
preciated as  teachers  become  more  familiar  with  it. 

The  provision  whereby  pupils  of  certain  common  school  districts 
may  be  instructed  io  union  free  schools,  must  be  an  aid  to  weak 
districts,  wherever  it  is  ai>plicable.  Here,  however,  those  needing 
such  aid  are  cut  off  therefrom  by  strong  intervening  districts,  or 
there  is  no  union  fi-ee  school  within  their  reach.  The  absolute 
necessity  for  a  township  system  is  becoming  so  apparent  that  the 
measure  can  not  be  much  longer  delayed. 


WARKEN  COUNTi— Skcond  UlsTUlCJ- 
F,  W.  Allen,  School  Commisi 
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Having  entered  upon  my  duties  in  the  middle  of  the  school  year, 
my  report  must  necessarily  be  brief. 

The  condition  of  this  district  is  not  satisfactory;  there  being 
about  twice  as  many  schools  as  there  are  resident  teachers,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  future  not  bright,  as  more  teachers  are  dropping  out 
of  the  service  than  are  earning  certificates. 

Wherever  practicable  the  consolidation  of  districts  is  desirable 
as  a  remedy  for  this  condition;  but  in  sparsely  inhabited  sections 
it  would  mean  no  schooling  for  many,  on  account  of  the  distance 
betweeo  borne  and  school. 
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The  cooditioD  of  the  schools  of  this  district,  ia  general,  is  good, 
and  with  the  exception  of  some  five  or  six,  quite  satisfactory.  The 
school  building  of  District  No.  9,  of  the  town  of  Ft.  Edward,  is  to 
be  repaired  and  enlarged,  so  as  to  accommodate  three  teachers  in- 
stead of  two.  This  is  one  of  the  progressive  common  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  county,  and  when  the  building  is  completed  it  will  pre- 
sent a  very  attractive  appearance.  Some  other  scboolhouses  have 
already  undergone  quite  thorough  repairs. 

I  am  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  changes  governing  the  uni- 
form examinations,  as  well  as  the  changes  in  the  School  Laws. 

Oar  common  school  districts  appreciate  the  change  in  the 
Compulsory  Law,  which  gives  them  a  truant  oflBcer,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  will  be  looked  after. 

Our  last  institute,  conducted  by  Prof.  P.  1.  Bugbee,  was  In  every 
way  a  success.  The  teachers  were  highly  appreciative  of  the  work 
presented  by  the  conductor  and  the  assistants,  and  have  shown 
good  results  therefrom. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY  —  Sbcono  Distbict 
Mtra  L.  Inqalbbs,  School  Oommissioner 
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The  aggregate  attendance  in  this  distriot  ander  the  Oompalaory 
Law  has  been  Increased.  The  question  as  to  the  neoesaitj  of  this 
law  admits  of  no  controrers;.  Man;  dlfDcalties  in  its  enforce- 
ment are  met  with  in  the  rural  Bchools.  The  recent  change  in  the 
method  of  enforcing  the  law  meets  the  heart;  approval  of  school 
trusteoB. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  grading  of  the  rural 
schools.  Teachers  are  conducting  the  graded  sjsteni  more  intel- 
ligently and  more  systematically.  Many  teachers  who  failed 
to  appreciate  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  uniform  grading 
when  first  introduced  are  now  enthusiastic  in  its  praises.  Patrons 
of  the  schools  are  being  educated  to  its  value  and  are  demanding 
teachers  who  can  carry  the  course  on  systematically. 

Teachers'  wages  are  steadily  advancing,  and  there  is  an  in- 
creased demand  for  a  better  class  of  teachers. 

More  of  a  professional  spirit,  more  of  a  progressive  parpose,  has 
been  exhibited  among  the  teachers  of  this  district  during  the  past 
year  than  at  any  previous  time  of  which  the  commissioner  has 
knowledge.  Olassefl  for  first-grade  study  have  been  organized  In 
the  several  towns  of  the  district  during  the  past  year;  some  of 
said  olasses  conducted  by  principals,  and  others  by  the  commis- 
sioner. 

Good  results  have  been  obtained  from  the  training  classes.  With 
increased  requirements,  and  a  higher  standing  for  second  grades, 
these  classes  must,  of  necessity,  become  the  backbone  of  the  rural 
school  teaching  foree. 
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A  verj  Huccesfiful  graded  institute  was  held  at  Wtutetiall,  No- 
vember 11-15,  1895.  The  total  registration  and  the  per  cent,  of 
attendance  has  steadily  increased  during  the  past  three  years. 
The  institute  was  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  I.  H.  Stout,  who  was 
ably  assisted  by  many  of  our  leading  educators.  The  success  of 
the  graded  institute  in  Washington  county  is  assured. 

About  250  professional  visits  have  been  made  by  the  ctHiimiii- 
Hioner  during  the  past  year.  The  principal  need  of  the  schools 
seem  to  be  along  the  line  of  maps  and  libraries. 

In  several  districts  taxes  are  so  high  that  the  proposition  to  Intro- 
duce a  library  or  purchase  a  map  can  not  be  considered  —  e.  g., 
assessed  valuation  of  district,  |2,800;  salary  of  teacher,  fT  per 
week;  manner  of  raising  money  to  pay  tazes,  picking  berries. 
Yet  frequently  it  is  these  poor  districts  that  make  the  least  com- 
plaint regarding  taxes,  and  spend  their  money  most  freely  in  pro- 
viding for  the  education  of  their  children. 


WAYNE  COUNTY  — FiEST  Distbiot 
Samuel  Oosad,  School  Commissioner 
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In  submitting  my  third  annual  report  I  am  able  to  say  that  the 
schools  of  this  commissioner  district  are  showing  marked  improve- 
ment, due  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  teaching  force,  the  result 
of  wise  legislation  and  salutary  regulations  promulgated  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

I  have  been  particularly  struck  with  the  res.pon8iveneB8  of  school 
officers  and  teachers  to  new  requirements.  I  find  that  every  school, 
in  obedience  to  the  law.  faas  given  the  required  iostructioD  tn 
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"  thj/Bioiogi'  willi  special  I'efert^iice  to  uurijutica  aud  ulimuluutii." 
Of  tbe  111  schools  in  this  commissioner  district,  IIU  have  purcliased 
uod  displayed  flags. 

Ttie  Compulsory  Education  Law,  while  its  penalties  bave  seldom 
been  invoked  or  its  requirements  generally  observed,  nevertheless 
seems  to  have  been  efficient  in  promoting  an  increased  attendance, 
for,  while  the  whole  number  of  children  attending  school,  as  shown 
by  this  report,  is  181  less  than  last  year,  the  aggregate  attendance 
was  13,351  greater.  With  the  ameudinents  made  to  it  last  winter, 
and  in  its  present  form,  I  think  we  may  look  for  atill  better  results 
In  the  future. 

During  the  school  year  covered  by  this  report,  seven  examimi- 
tions  were  held,  at  which  235  different  persons  were  examined, 
with  the  result  that  5  first  grade,  6a  second  grade  and  45  third-grade 
certificates  were  won.  One  hundred  and  twenty  candidates  faili'd 
to  obtain  certificates. 

It  would  seem  that  the  number  of  third-grade  certificates  ii^Hui'd 
was  too  large,  but  with  the  requirement  that  a  teacher  must  first 
obtain  such  grade  of  certificate,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  their 
issuance  can  be  curtailed.  The  recent  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment, having  in  view  the  expiration  of  all  certiflcares  at  rhe  end  of 
the  school  year,  are  most  timely  and  excellent. 

I  have  no  specific  recommendation  to  make  to  the  Department, 
only  the  genera  I  one,  looking  to  a  better  management  of  the  common 
schools,  such  as  is  comprehended  in  the  oft-proposed  and  long-de 
ferred  township  system. 


WAYNE  COTTNTY  —  fiECONn  DisTnirT 
Fbbeman  PiNTLEn,  School  Commissioner 
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I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  general  oondition  of 
•the  schools  in  this  district  is  improving.  The  teachers  are  doing 
better  work  than  has  ever  been  done  in  the  district  before;  thej 
are  wide-awake  and  intelligent,  and  are  anxious  to  do  the  best 
work  possible;  the  eager  attention  that  thej  give  to  the  work 
of  the  institute  and  the  earnestness  with  which  they  discuss  the 
subjects  presented  show  that  they  appreciate  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  their  calling.  There  has  been  a  general  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  schoolhouses  in  the  district;  the 
buildings  have  been  painted  and  repaired  where  such  improve- 
ments were  needed;  new  desks,  blackboards,  charts,  globes,  and 
dictionaries  have  in  many  cases  been  purchased  during  the  past 
year.  Nearly  every  school  in  my  district  to-day  has  a  library 
more  or  less  complete. 

Trustees  are  to  be  commended  for  the  diligence  which  they  have 
shown  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  for  their  zeal  in  bring- 
ing about  these  improvements. 

A  teachers'  association  for  this  district  was  organized  last  fall 
with  Principal  S.  D.  Arms  of  Palmyra  as  president.  One  meet- 
ing of  the  association  was  held  at  Marion  last  November  and  an- 
other at  Macedon  in  May.  Both  meetings  were  well  attended, 
and  the  teachers  were  more  than  pleased  with  the  excellent  pro- 
gramme arranged  by  President  Arms.  The  next  meeting  will  be 
held  at  Ontario  with  Principal  W.  C.  Tiflft  of  Marion  as  president. 
It  would  seem  that  the  permanency  of  the  association  is  fully 
assured. 

A  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Palmyra  in  October  with 
D.  L.  Bardwell,  A.  M.,  of  Cortland  as  conductor.  It  was  gener- 
ally conceded  that  a  more  successful  institute  has  never  been  held 
in  the  county.  There  was  not  a  single  dull  period  during  the  en- 
tire session.  The  institute  was  graded,  and  while  many  teachers 
were  strongly  opposed  at  first  to  such  an  innovation,  yet  every 
teacher  went  home  feeling  that  it  was  a  change  for  the  better. 

Last  year  88  per  cent,  of  the  trustees'  reports  in  this  district 
were  incorrect.  This  year,  in  hopes  of  avoiding  the  trouble  and  in- 
convenience incident  to  correcting  these  reports,  I  notified  the  trus- 
tees of  the  several  towns  that  I  would  meet  them  at  a  designated 
place  in  each  town  and  help  them  make  out  their  reports.  About 
30  trustees  met  me  in  accordance  with  this  notice,  and  I  heli)ed 
them  make  their  reports.  Of  the  balance  of  the  reports  over  two- 
thirds  were  incorrect,  and  it  occasioned  great  delay  and  incon- 
venience in  correcting  them.  A  plain  business-like  form  would 
obviate  all  this  trouble  and  annoyance,  and  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  trustees. 
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WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  —  First  Disthict 
Walter  S.  Allerton,  School  Commissioner 
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The  condition  of  school  affairs  in  this  dlBtriot  during  the  paat 
year  has  been  in  general  quite  satisfactory,  except  in  one  diatriot, 
and  even  there  the  efficient  working  of  the  schools  has  not  been 
materially  imterfered  with. 

The  uniform  system  of  examinations  has  worked  miore  smoothly 
and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  issue  a  temporary  license  during 
the  entire  school  year.  In  this  connection  I  urge  once  moire  that 
immediate  steps  be  taken  to  bring  every  school  district  under  tliis 
system;  the  fact  that  certain  dirtriets  claim  and  exercise  the  right 
to  employ  unqualified  teachers  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  regulations  in  adjoining  districts. 

A  graded  county  institute  was  held  at  White  Plains  in  April, 
and  was  successful  to  a  most  gratifying  degree,  although  ham- 
pered by  the  absence  of  the  teachers  of  several  of  the  largest  dis- 
tricts in  the  county  where  euperintendents  are  employed.  It  is 
a  mmewhat  thankless  task  for  a  commissioner  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  State  Superintendent  and  offer  sn^estioDS, 
with  the  certainty  ever  present  to  his  mind  that  no  attention  will 
be  paid  to  them,  hut  I  once  more  recommend  that  this  proviaoo 
of  the  law  be  repealed.  If  Institutes  are  worth  the  great  expense 
they  cause  to  the  State  and  the  districts,  attendance  should  be  re- 
quired of  all.  The  mere  employment  of  a  superintendent  in  a 
district  does  not  necessarily  give  to  the  teachera  anything  of  snf- 
flcient  value  to  render  an  institute  any  the  less  necessary  to  them 
than  it  is  to  others.  If  the  law  is  not  repealed  the  authority  to 
excuse  teachers  from  attendance  should  be  in  the  commissioner 
and  not  in  boards  of  education,  who  are  almost  invariably  op- 
posed to  institutes. 
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The  rapidly  increasing  amount  of  work  required  of  sobiool  oom- 
massioners  should  lead  to  a  radical  reform  In  many  of  tlie  details 
of  tlie  office.  TUey  should  be  elected  for  a  longer  term,  and  eboald 
be  paid  a  larger  salary,  and  if  pos^ble  an  educational  qnalifi- 
cation  should  be  required,  and  the  powers  of  the  c»fflce  shonld  be 
greatly  increased.  At  present  no  officer  in  the  State  is  burdened 
witli  more  responsibility  than  he,  and  no  one  is  more  powerless 
to  remedy  fiie  evils  that  are  constantly  coming  under  his  view. 
There  is  a  general  opinion  that  the  office  is  one  of  little  importance, 
and  this  is  not  to  be  wondei-ed  at  when  we  remember  how  little  a 
commissioner  can  in  reality  do  to  improve  the  schools  supposed 
to  be  in  his  charge. 

There  is  one  respect  in  which  the  Department  can  greatly  aid 
the  commissioners,  and  at  the  same  time  lighten  its  own  tabors, 
and  that  Is  by  the  preparation  of  a  business-like  and  intelligible 
form  for  the  trustees'  annual  reports.  The  present  form  is  a 
survival  of  a  by  gone  ape,  it  is  inconvenient  and  in  many  respects 
misleading,  and  should  be  discarded  without  delay.  The  trustees 
in  my  district  will  undoubtedly  compare  very  favorably  in  point 
of  education  and  intelligence  with  those  in  any  district  of  the 
State,  and  yet  not  a  report  submitted  to  me  this  year  was  correct 
in  every  respect. 

The  task  of  puzzling  out  from  these  incomplete  and  incorrect 
reports  the  necessary  details  for  his  annual  abstract  is  one  of  the 
moirt  wearisome  with  which  a  commissioner  is  afflicted,  and  from 
whicli  he  may  pro[K'rly  call  on  the  department  to  relieve  bim. 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  —  Second  District 
FAiiui-NtiTfiN  M.  Thomi-sox,  Rchool  Commissioner 
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in  the  school  year  last  passed  the  condition  of  sdiools  in  this 
oommissioner  district  has  kept  np  to  its  usual  standard  of  excel- 
lence and  in  the  majority  of  the  diatricte  great  reforms  have  been 
ins^ltnted  in  the  bnilding  of  new  schoola  or  in  addition*  to  the  old 
ones. 

Owing  to  the  efforts  of  many  Inflnential  citizens  a  new  union 
free  school  district  has  been  formed  at  Harriaon  Station  and  a 
Une,  handsome  school  edifice  Ib  about  to  be  erected. 

In  April  last  at  the  White  Plains  High  School  the  department 
institute  was  held  for  the  entire  county,  conducted  by  Professorsi 
Stout  and  Bagbee,  aided  by  Miss  Himes,  Miss  E^leeton  and  Dr. 
Stowell.  This  institute  was  the  first  of  Its  kind  in  the  county  and 
was  considered  by  all  who  attennled  as  a  grand  success,  and  resolu- 
tions were  passed  thanking  the  oonductors  for  the  able  and  efBcient 
manner  in  which  14  was  carried  on- 

The  changes  made  in  the  uniform  examination  system  by  out 
Superinrtendeat  of  Public  InBtruotion  in  extending  the  time  of  the 
second  grade  certificates  have  redounded  to  the  great  t>eneflt  of 
the  teachers.  The  uniform  esaminations  now  make  it  very  hard 
wkwk  far  a  teacher  to  keep  up  her  school  work  and  at  the  same 
time  study  and  prepare  for  these  examinations.  The  issuance 
of  the  drawing.  Idndergarten  and  \"ocaI  music  certiflcatea  is  also 
a  much  appreciated  change. 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  — Third  Dibtbiot 
William  Q.  Babbbit,  School  Commiutoner 
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Since  my  appointment  I  have  visited  every  school  in  the  dis- 
trict at  least  once,  with  two  exceptions.    I  went  to  both  these 


440  Dbpartment  of  Public  Instruction 

echools,  only  to  find  one  closed  on  account  of  an  epidemic  in  lihat 
neighborhood  and  the  other  closed  for  some  other  reason.  I  trnlj 
think  that  the  district  can  be  reported,  and  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  so  report,  as  being  in  a  healthy,  prosperous  condition 
and  that  the  best  results  are  being  accomplished.  E^very  teacher 
in  this  district,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  is  most  interested 
in  his  work.  I  have  been  informed  by  teachers  in  the  district 
that  the  grade  examinations  are  of  much  help,  and  that  their 
pupils  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  examination  questions 
shall  be  received. 

All  of  the  school  buildings  in  the  larger  towns  are  well  supplied 
with  modern  improvements,  and  the  majority  of  the  schools  in 
the  rural  districts  are  fitted  in  the  same  manner.  A  few  of  these, 
however,  have  hardly  sufficient  charts,  blackboard  rooms,  modem 
desks,  etc.,  but  it  is  the  hope  of  the  district  that  these  disadvan- 
tages will  be  overcome  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  graded  institute  for  the  entire  county,  held  at  White  Plains, 
April  20  to  25,  was  by  all  considered  a  great  success.  Credit 
is  due  Miss  Eggleston  and  Miss  Himes  and  Professors  Stout  and 
Bugbee.  Their  efforts  to  make  it  a  successful  institute  and  one 
of  benefit  to  all  present  were  untiring,  sincere  and  effectual.  It 
is  the  personal  wish  of  many  of  the  teachers  of  this  district  that 
the  institute  next  year  may  be  conducted  on  the  same  plan. 

By  comparing  the  table  at  the  head  of  this  report  with  that  of 
last  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  number  of  days  of 
attendance  for  the  past  year  has  increased  quite  a  little  over  that 
of  last  year.  This  may  be  due  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Education  Law,  or  it  may  be  due  to  the  desire  of  the  chil- 
dren of  this  district  to  become  better  educated.  It  is  probably  the 
first  reason;  we  hope  that  it  may  be  the  latter.  In  any  event  the 
district  is  glad  for  it,  and  it  is  to  be  commended. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  make  but  one  suggestion.  Out 
of  all  the  trustees'  reports  received  by  me  nearly  50  per  cent, 
were  incorrect  and  had  to  be  returned  for  correction.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  way  to  prevent  this.  Whetiher  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  trustees  or  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  questions 
that  are  put  to  them,  I  know  not.  It  is  certainly  a  weariness  to 
the  flesh  of  school  commissioners.  One  trustee  informed  me  that 
he  would  not,  under  any  consideration,  fill  out  all  the  blanks  and 
answer  all  the  questions  in  his  report;  that  he  would  resign  first, 
and  that  he  knew  of  several  others  who  would  do  the  same  thing. 
He  further  informed  me  that  he  had  business  of  his  own  to  attend 
to,  and  that  he  got  paid  for  it.  It  would  almost  seem  that  the 
trustees  of  to-day,  with  all  the  unpleasant  and  responsible  duties^ 
and  many  of  both,  that  it  behooves  them  to  perform,  should  re- 
ceive at  least  a  small  compensation  for  their  services. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY  —  Pibst  Dihtbiot 
Mbbbitt  B.  Halb,  School  Commiaaioner 
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We  organized  a  training  class  at  Warsaw  with  15  members  last 
^ptember.  Tbey  all  remained  in  the  class  daring  the  year,  and 
now  11  of  them  bold  certlficateej  and  will  teat^  the  coming  year. 

The  institute  for  this  district  was  held  at  Ferry  last  year.  Con- 
ductor McLachlan  gave  excellent  general  instruction.  Miss  Bice 
bad  the  undivided  attention  of  all  the  teachers  during  the  period 
devoted  to  drawing.  Miss  Sara  Saunders,  of  the  Brockport  Nor- 
mal School,  gave  very  satisfactory  primary  work.  The  institute 
was  a  decided  success,  and  its  influence  has  been  felt  among  the 
teachers.  ' 

It  is  very  gratifying  indeed  to  find  the  teachers  giving  more  at- 
tention to  the  moral  training  of  the  children  committed  to  their 
care,  and  helping  them  to  become  strong  morally  as  well  as  men- 
tally and  pbyaically. 

We  are  doing  all  we  can  with  the  graded  work  in  the  rural 
Bcbools.  The  examinations  have  been  beld  on  the  days  designated 
and  no  others.  Very  much  good  will  result  from  the  course  of 
study  when  the  examinations  are  held  on  the  same  days  throughoat 
the  State,  but  until  that  time  it  seems  to  me  the  system  will  be 
very  weak.  Since  the  qnestions  are  uniform  in  all  districts,  the 
dates  should  be  also. 

I  find  there  are  something  like  20  school  districts  in  this  com- 
missioner district  having  an  average  attendance  of  10  pupils  or 
less.  It  seems  as  though  some  plan  should  be  devised  whereby 
the  children  of  the  small  districts  can  attend  school  without  main- 
taining one  in  each  district  and  yet  have  the  property  contribute 
towards  the  support  of  the  schools. 
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1  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  my  time  during  the  paat  year  to 
visiting  the  schools  of  my  district,  and  find  that  by  ao  doing,  I  gain 
a  much  more  thorough  knowledge  of  their  condition  than  I  could 
otherwise  obtain.  Closer  and  better  supervision  is  eBsential  to 
the  sncci'ssful  growth  of  the  schools. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Sbco>d  DisruicT 
Frame  W.  McElroy.  School  Commissioner 
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During  the  last  year  I  have  annulled  school  district  No.  4,  town  of 
Gainesville,  and  changed  No.  11  to  No.  4. 

For  a  number  of  yi'ars  there  has  been  an  omission  in  the  con- 
secutive numbering  of  the  districts  of  the  town  of  Arcade,  No.  11 
appearing  blank.  I  have  made  a  correction  by  changing  No,  4  to 
No,  11,  and  No.  14,  Yorkshire  and  Arcade,  to  No.  4,  There  are  yet 
three  weak  districts  in  the  commissioner  district  which  sbonld,  in 
my  estimation,  be  taken  up.  This  could  be  done  without  serious 
inconvenience  to  any  of  the  residents  now  composing  the  diatricta. 
Two  miles  would  be  the  extent  at  which  any  of  the  property  would 
be  located  from  school  privileges.  The  diertricte  are  as  follows: 
No.  7  Arcade,  C  Castile  and  10  Gainesville. 

The  school  year  just  ended  has  been  marked  by  an  unusual 
degree  of  interest  amomg  the  rural  schools.  Fewer  schools  have 
been  failures  than  I  have  been  compelled  to  note  during  the  previous 
years  of  my  experience  as  commissioner.  This  condition  can  be 
safely  attributed  to  four  causes:  First,  teachers  are  being  retained 
for  a  longer  period  than  in  former  years.  Second,  the  commis- 
iniform  system  of  grading  is  becoming  a  potent  factor  in 
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the  sohools  of  this  commissioner  district.  Third,  the  signification  of 
the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law;  and  fourth,  quite  general 
changes  in  text-books,  with  some  additions  in  library  accumula- 
tions, maps,  etc. 

The  Compulsory  Attendance  Law,  while  we  have  derived  some 
benefits  from  it^  has  gone  about  as  far  as  it  can  in  this  commissioner 
district  without  strict  enforcement.  Parents  and  pupils  of  a  care- 
less nature  are  growing  defiant  and  are  beginning  to  question  the 
eflBcacy  of  its  provisions.  I  deem  the  requirements  just  and  can 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  meet  the  approval  of  every  inhabit- 
ant of  the  State.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  more  tangible  results 
will  be  realized  from  its  enforcement,  under  the  amended  law,  pro- 
viding the  towns  give  proper  attention  to  the  selection  of  suitable 
persons  to  serve  as  attendance  officers. 

The  text-book  question  is  an  aggravating  one,  in  connection  with 
common  school  work.  Village  and  union  schools  adjust  the  matter 
with  a  fair  degree  of  consistency,  but  many  rural  districts  are  using 
text-books  which  have  been  in  use,  as  a  series,  without  revision  for  a 
(juarter  of  a  century.  Wherever  changes  have  been  made,  and  up 
to  date  books  secured,  they  have  brought  renewed  interest  to  the 
school.  This  question  is  one  which  the  school  commissioner  does 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  discuss;  one  with  which  the  trustee  does  not 
interest  himself;  and  many  times  the  teacher  being  young  and 
inexperienced,  has  not  the  courage  or  judgment  to  propose  a  change. 
Some  radical  changes  should  be  made  in  this  particular  whereby 
pupils  of  remote  district  schools  can  be  furnished  with  as  good 
privileges  as  like  grades  of  village  and  union  schools. 

I  find  that  teachers  are  rapidly  coming  to  the  standard  and  there 
is  less  trouble  year  by  year  in  securing  the  necessary  quota  of 
teachers.  During  the  last  year  I  have  used  but  eight  temporary 
licenses;  the  fewest  during  my  commissionership.  The  raising  of 
the  standard  and  the  issuance  of  certificates  under  the  new  regula- 
tions meets  with  general  approval  here. 

The  general  provisions  of  the  Physiology  law  have  been  carried 
out  to  the  best  judgment  of  both  trustee  and  teacher.  New  text- 
books have  been  provided  with  but  little  objection,  and  the  work 
has  been  very  cheerfully  taken  up. 

The  Flag  law  has  been  generally  observed  and  very  good  flags 
have  been  purchased,  but  with  a  good  deal  of  objection. 
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L.  J,  Babden,  School  Commissioner 
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One  jear  ago,  the  schools  of  this  county  began  nnder  auspicioua 
conditions  and  in  nearly  everj'  Instance  the  quality  of  the  work 
done,  the  purpose  accomplished  and  the  stimalus  added  for  school 
work  has  exceeded  that  of  former  years.  In  comparison  with  pre- 
vious years,  we  lind  that  the  decrease  of  pupils  attending  school  in 
the  rural  districts  is  steadily  maintained,  the  prevalent  idea  being 
to  concentrate  in  the  more  populous  centers,  and  while  the  total 
attendance  for  the  school  year  has  been  increased,  the  increase  la 
found  in  the  union  schools. 

During  the  year  I  have  held  seven  examinations  for  commis- 
sioners' certificates,  examined  175  candidates,  98  of  whom  were 
successful. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  45  first-grade  and  training  class 
certificates  in  force  which  have  been  issued  In  this  county,  and  we 
note  a  gradual  decrease  in  the  number  of  third-grade  teachers, 
there  being  but  16  persons  teaching  on  certificates  of  this  grade 
in  the  county  at  the  present  time. 

While  my  report  shows  216  certificates  in  force  which  have  been 
issued  in  this  county,  and  we  have  but  ISC  teachers  teaching  at  one 
time,  there  is  only  a  very  small  surplus.  Owing  to  the  severity 
of  the  hard  times,  wages  are  reduced  in  the  rural  districts,  and 
many  teachers  of  excellent  ability  are  obliged  to  take  up  other 
employment  which  is  more  remunerative.  The  library  money 
which,  heretofore,  has  been  diverted  from  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  originally  apportioned  will,  under  the  enforcement  of  the 
present  Library  Law,  be  nsed  in  the  better  equipment  of  schools 
with  dictionaries,  cyclopedias  and  libraries. 
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Several  districts  throughout  the  county  have  made  decided  im- 
provements during  the  past  year.  Districts  No.  1,  Benton,  No.  1, 
Torrey,  and  No.  5,  Jerusalem,  have  each  erected  new  school  build- 
ings, ample  and  complete  in  all  details;  while  several  others  have 
purchased  new  furniture  and  apparatus.  The  marked  success  of 
the  first  year  of  the  Dundee  Union  School  is  indeed  very  gratify- 
ing, and  was  largely  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Principal  F.  H. 
Hausner  and  his  able  corps  of  assistants. 

Our  institute,  held  last  December  under  the  direction  of  A.  C. 
McLaughlan,  A.  M.,  was  thought  to  be  one  of  the  best,  and  the 
stimulus  given  and  enthusiasm  added  was  very  apparent. 
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4.  HEALTH  AND  DECENCY 


DEPARTMENT  CIRCULAR 

State  of  New  York,  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  ) 
Superintendent's  Office,  Albany,  June  1, 1896.  f 

To  School  Commissioners: 

Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  following  act  with 
a  view  of  having  it  strictly  enforced: 

CHAPTER  538 

AN  ACT  in  relation  to  health  and  decency  in  the  school  districts 

of  this  State. 

Passkd  .liino  7,  1887;  three-fiftbs  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Xeic  York',  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  board  of  education,  or  the  trustee 
or  trustees  having  supervision  over  any  school  district  of  this 
Stale,  shall  provide  suitable  and  convenient  water-closets  or 
privies  for  each  of  the  schools  under  their  charge,  at  least  two  in 
nuiLber,  which  shall  be  entirely  separated  each  from  the  other 
and  having  separate  means  of  access,  and  the  approaches  thereto 
rhvU  be  separated  by  a  substantial  close  fence  not  less  than  seven 
feet  in  height.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  oflQcers  aforesaid  to 
ke<.'p  th<»  same  in  a  clean  and  wholesome  condition,  and  a  failure 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  on  the  part  of  the  trus- 
tees shall  be  sufficient  grounds  for  removal  from  office,  and  for 
withholding  from  the  district  any  share  of  the  public  moneys  of 
the  State.  Any  expense  incurred  by  the  trustees  aforesaid  in 
carrying  out  the  requirements  of  this  act  shall  be  a  charge  upon 
the  district,  when  such  expense  shall  have  been  approved  by  the 
school  commissioner  of  the  district  within  which  the  school  dis- 
trict is  located  and  a  tax  may  be  levied  therefor  without  a  vote 
of  the  district. 

Commissioners  in  visiting  schools,  are  requested  to  be  partic- 
ular in  the  inspection  of  outhouses  and  water-closets,  and  to  make 
use  of  all  available  opportunities  for  notifying  trustees  that  all 
districts  which  have  not  heretofore  complied  with  the  law  most 
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arrange  buildings  as  it  requires  without  delay,  and  thereafter 
continue  to  observe  its  provisions  or  suffer  the  penalties  which  it 
imposes.  The  official  reports  at  the  close  of  the  present  school 
year  will  call  for  full  information  upon  the  subject,  and  upon 
these  reports  the  Department  must  take  such  action  as  the  law 
contemplates.  If  commissioners  meet  with  cases  where  a  will- 
ful refusal  to  comply  with  the  law  is  shown,  they  will  forthwith 
report  the  same  to  the  Department. 

Inquiry  is  frequently  made  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
Whether  or  not  it  intended  two  separate  buildings,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  determine.  When  new  buildings  are  to  be  erected 
it  is  much  better,  and  not  much  more  expensive,  to  erect  two 
entirely  separate  buildings.  But  it  is  clear  that  in  connection 
with  each  school  in  the  State  there  must  be  two  "  suitable  and 
convenient  water-closets  or  privies,"  which  "  shall  be  entirely  sep- 
arated each  from  the  other."  If  the  two  are  under  one  roof,  they 
must  be  separated  by  stich  a  substantial  partition,  both  above 
and  below  the  floor,  as  will  prevent  all  communication.  If  such 
partition  ip  not  made  of  brick  or  stone,  it  should  be  lathed  and 
plastered  partition,  or  it  should  be  of  plank  sealed  upon  both 
sides.  A  simple  board  partition  is  not  enough.  In  other  words, 
where  the  two  closets  are  under  one  roof,  they  must  be  as  effectu- 
ally separated  as  though  they  were  in  entirely  separate  buildings. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  law  also  requires  that  there  shall 
be  separate  means  of  access  to  these  places,  and  that  the  ap- 
proaches shall  be  separated  by  a  "  close  fence  not  less  than  seven 
feet  in  height."  The  purpose  of  this  provision  is  manifest.  It  is 
to  screen  the  approaches  and  entrances  from  observation.  It  is 
a  wise  provision,  and  muBt  be  complied  with.  If  there  are  two  out- 
buildings separated  from  each  other  on  the  rear  of  the  school  site, 
there  should  be  a  fence  erected  between  the  two  outbuildings, 
and  another  should  extend  from  this  to  the  school  building. 

It  is  occasionally  said  that  a  site  is  not  large  enough  to  admit 
of  compliance  with  the  law.  Then  the  site  must  be  made  larger 
by  the  acquisition  of  more  land.  The  school  laws  make  ample 
provision  for  such  a  contingency. 

It  is  important  to  make  the  fact  prominent  also  that  the  duty 
of  the  trustees  is  not  discharged  when  the  two  outhouses,  with 
guarded  approaches,  are  provided.  The  law  directs  the  trustees 
to  keep  the  same  "  in  clean  and  wholesome  condition."  A  failure 
to  do  this  is  as  truly  a  violation  of  the  law  as  a  failure  to  observe 
its  other  provisions. 

Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES  R.  SKINNER, 

State  Buperintendent, 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS  OONCEBNING 
COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  LAW  IN  BEPEBENOE  TO 
"HEALTH  AND  DECENCY." 

The  school  commissioners  of  the  State  report  that  all  school 
districts  under  their  jurisdiction  have  complied  with  the  law  with 
the  following  exceptions: 

ESSEX  COUNTY 

Second  district.    School  district  No.  1,  Ticonderoga. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY 

First  district.    School  district  No.  9,  Chateaugaj. 

SCHUYLER  COUNTY 

School  district  No.  22,  Hector;  No.  10,  Tyrone;  No.  11,  Tyrone. 

SULLIVAN  COUNTY 

Second  district.  Scho61  district  No.  6,  Fallsburgh;  No.  11, 
Neversink. 

ULSTER  COUNTY 

Third  district.  School  district  No.  4,  Shandaken;  No.  5,  Den- 
ning; No.  8,  Denning;  No.  10,  Denning;  No.  5,  Harden- 
burgh;  No.  8,  Hardenburgh. 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY 

Third  district.  School  district  No.  1,  Cortlandt;  No.  12,  Cort- 
landt;  No.  6,  Poundridge. 
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5.  LIST  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS  AND  PRINCIPALS  OF 
GRADED  SCHOOLS 


COUNTY  AND  ^AME- 


(wl'ODice  AddiMB 


M  DlKlrk't 
Jamea  K.  Matcbsll.  Snpt. 

JamMUaaily :.. 

IdaSMnlonAfrnrw 

Uargacvt  R.  Sulliiau  ... 

Jan..s  E.  GlaviD 

Dnry >a  B.  Kldridgo   .... 
A.  S.  WllaoD 


J.H 


BeaJaiaiTi  S(lw 

J.U.  KMd 

L.W.C™iK 

CbaileaK  Brynut... 
Jay  Uritaey 


ChM.  W.Vand«gtin.. 


J.  H«nif  CratD. 


W?it  AlbBDf. 
Qulldarland. 

RuahTard. 

Uuaaenn. 

Belhat. 


HariKrarillc. 

Banllarlit  dprliiK 


Mr..  A.R.  J.m.<>.e.... 
Wm.P.  Woods 

CiTTABirai.-s-l>t  l)l». 

Marttn.W.  Tu1.h« 

COCNTr  AND  NAMB 
CATTABAnaiiB-lat  l>ia- 

Poat^Ov*  Addn»« 

MaihUa. 

M  DiBlrlct 
ThoBiM  Stone  llel! 

Olaan. 

Loron  S.  Ulnclilf.v 

Andraw  J.  Flli|nirick.. 

ISS-ttipb. 

Soatb  DajiDU 

5:;°"" 

JrrlDK  IJ,  Adam.        .... 

G/orsa  K.  Walirr 

Jeue  L.  Wallkart 

£-■•■ 

AldenM.  WagD« 

^  arl«A,B^uli;';j.".'; 

H  ram  E.  Vincant 

A  tonZ.Oalegrgve 

WlUiam  L.  EIaril>,A.a 

Rasdoli'b. 
Port  Byron'. 

Horlinr  B  Sopkliu       .. 
Ollvall.  Baggerij 

SSiL... 

fill 

£SK.*-'::::; 

David  D.  Wlwrioi 

2d  DIalriat 
1.  U.  UIbpIut.  A.M 

firrsi.;;:.-.'.';. 

Mayville- 

KSrsi;..:;;;::::: 

^lir;. 

Ohaa   W.  Hurlbart 

SH^AISf::::;-.; 

BerlhuG.CowJrV  !.'.;." 

SaraM.Soule 

Waalej-F.  Eu^la 

W"UFL.... 
Aibvilla.  ' 

Buatl.  ' 

Cbanlaaqna 

L?-^yS' ■■■■■■■■■ 

a„. 

IrrlDK. 

450  Depautment  of  Public  Instruction 

List  of  Superintendents  and  Principals  —  {Contintied) 


COUNTY  AND  NAME:  Pout  office  Addrosfi      COUNTY  AND  NAME!  Poitofflce  Address 


CHAUTAUgUA— 3d  Dist. 

JohoS.  Wright  .  

KIIU  W.  Storms 

Fred  S.  naaniiin,  A.  M . 

Wm.  B.  RlaUdell 

Chas.  S  Fuller 

F  E.  MatliowKon 

Robert  D  Eddy 

Wiilimn  Piiigrey 

Frauk  HeJer 

C.  B.Pfrrin 


(.'HEMCXO 

G  M    Gibjs 

Timothy  Dalron.... 
Stewart  S.  Comfort 

A  frne.**  Sail  i  van 

F.  H.Miller 

Geo.  E.  Miller 

Chafl.  S.  Keut 

G»M).  T.  MllW 

Walter  Brewj^ler... 
Anna  Moahcr 


I 


C HEM  ANGo  —  1  at  District  I 

EHwrtW.  Griffith.  AM., 

Supt 

Stanford  J.  Gibsou,  B.  S. 

W.  A.  Incalls 

Edgar  Holmri* 

Cliaa. -K.  Lodinirt 

Herbert  W.  Biitti* 

HattieC.  Parker 

W   B-  Patrick 

Uannon  K.  Stoddard. . . 


Falconer. 

Ellinzt4>D. 

SiiK'lairville. 

(/herry  Creek. 

Kouuedy. 

Cassadaga. 

Stockton. 

Frewsburgh. 

(ierry. 

Levant. 


Wellnburg. 
Big  Flats. 
Chemung. 
Erin. 

Ilorsoheads. 
Br»«esport. 
Elmira  Heights. 
Van  Etten. 
S<KithiK>rt. 
Pine  Valley. 


Norwich. 
Norwitih. 
New  Berlin. 
South  New  Berlin. 
Sherburne. 
Smyrna. 
PlTmonlh. 
South  OtHelio. 
North  Pitcher. 


2d  DiHtriet 

Charles  S  Gibson 

F.  W.  Crumb 

Wm.  N.  Harris 

Frauk  Warren 

S"y.'^  V'  ^^^^^""^ !  Oxford.' 

W.  C.  Joslin 


Afton. 

Ba  Id  bridge. 

Greene. 

Smith ville  Flats. 

Guilford. 


Clinton  —  Ist  Disttict 

J  G  Riggs.  Supt 

Helen  I).  Woodward 

George  II .  Las-iell 

L  L.  Landern 

H.  S.  McCnsland 

James  E.  Fiuuegan 

Anna  Lynch 


2d  District 

Robert  M.  Holden . 
Ernest  A.  Augell.. 

W.  J.  Stark 

Orson  D    Fi field  . . . 
Wm.  B.  Riohuioud. 

Milo  E.  R>au  

L.  R.  Bowdinh 

Mr-*.  Alice  Sweet.. 
Mids  Boat  field 


Platt.-*burgh. 

Plattsburgh. 

Peru. 

Keeseville. 

Auxable  Forks. 

Dannemora. 

.Schuyler  Falls. 


Ellenburgh  Centre. 

Ellen  burgh  Depot. 

AUona. 

Mooers  Forks. 

Mo<)ers. 

(?hamplain. 

Houses  Puint. 

('hazv. 

West  Chazy. 


Columbia  —  lf«t  District  i 

Mrs.  Marv  I.  Miller Pliilmont. 

Anna  M.  Ham Mellenville. 

Araana  P.  Lasher Cheviot. 

Charles  R.  Traver Germantown. 

Irving  nicks North  Germantown. 

William  R.  Ward '  Hudson. 


i  Columbia— 2d  District 

T.  Frank  Nile* 

O.  W.  Ualleubeck 

Chas.  D.  Lindfev 

Stanton  B.  .Smith , 

S.  McKec  Smith 

F.  D.  Shaver 

Foirest  T.  Sbutts 

Reuben  A   Mabee 

W.  L   Millias 

O.  JJ.  Sylvester 

BeuJ.  I.  Morey 

;  Hugh  Kelso 

I  Arthur  E.  Bennett 

I.E.  Wager  , 


CORTLANi>— 1st  District 
Ferdinand  E.  Smith. 

A.  B..  Hunt 

Geo.  D  Bafley 

John  Conrad 

W.  E.  Gushee 

W.  A   Ccon 

Miss  Hat  tie  Pollard 

Claude  Allen 


2<i  histrict 
L.    H.    Tuthill,    A.    M., 

Fre<l  J.  Bierce 

■;  Floyd  B.  Avery 

Lir.zie  M.  Rigby 

Delaware— let  District 

C.  E.  Hesselgrave,  A.  B. 
Jas  R.  Fairgrieve.  A.  M. 
William  Steele,  LL.B... 

Guv  V.  WiNon 

J.  Howard  Whitney 

George  B  Odwell 

!  Alice  Skinner 

Percy  A .  Ro we 

Pliebe  Coulon 

Edwin  L.  Rowell 


2d  District 
S.  L.  Howe,  A.  B.. 
U.  M.  Sackett  .... 
SamuelTodd     .... 
James  Brewster... 

E.  C.  Harkness 

Wm  H.  Wheatley 
Andrew  J.  Nic^ll'.. 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Mace.. 
Mrs  R  Timentine 
Thos.  F.Clark 


DuTcnKSS  — lat  District. 

E.  B.  Dumond 

Gordon  R  Miller 

Eugenes.  Haight 

Waison  S.  Allen 

Wm.  (t.  Liddell 

Samuel  Mansfield 

Wm.  A.  Mac-key 

(Clarence  A .  Benson 

J.  H.  Forrester 

El  vena  Col  well 

Nathan  Beck  with 

Fred.  r.  Robert '*on 

F'lank  E.  Reynolds 

Htnry  F.  Albro 

(U»ra  B.  McKown 

Wm.  DAnlt 


Spencertown. 
Canaan  4  Comen, 
('batham  Centre. 
EaMt  Chatbam. 
Chatham. 
Ghent. 
Hillsdale. 
Kinder  hook. 
Valatie 
Niverrille. 
New  Lebanon. 
StottTUIe. 
Stuyvesant  Falls. 
Stayvesant. 


Cortland. 

Mc(i  raw  ville. 

McGrawviUe. 

Cincmuatoa. 

Marathon. 

Harford  Mills. 

Harford. 


Homer. 
Trnzton. 
Preble. 
Cuyler. 


Sidney. 

W^alton. 

Hancock. 

Masonville. 

Treadwell. 

Downsville. 

CannonsvUle. 

Sidney  Centre. 

Rock^ift. 

East  Branch. 


Stanford. 

Margaretrille. 

Arkville. 

Griffin  Comera. 

Bovina  Centre 

Andea. 

I>elhi. 

Hobart. 

Roxbury. 

Davenport. 


Fishkill. 

Matteawan. 

Matteawan 

Matteawan. 

Glenham. 

Wappingers  Falls 

Millbrook 

Dover  Plains. 

Pine  Plains. 

Hopewell  Jane. 

Was^ic. 

Hughsonville. 

Millerton. 

Pawling. 

Carthage  Landing. 

Amenia. 
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List  of  Superintendents  and  Principals  —  {Continued) 


COUNTY  and  name  Post-office  Address 


Dutchess— 2d  District 

JKiisB  Hngbes 

Esb^rt  Lewis 

Edward  Drake 

Richard  E.  Coon 

Julia  M.  Smitb 

Frank  O.  Green 

D.  C.  Lehman 

Wm.  Treaiper 

L.  L.  Stillman,  Jr 

David  J.  Keator. ... 


Kbib -let  District 
F.  J.  Diamond,  Supt  . 

•Orson  Warren 

Getirge  A.  BoUes 

J.  P.  Abbott 

Burt  Farnaworth 

^I.  A.  McDowell 

DanB.  Albeit 


COUNTY  AND  NAME 


2d  District 

Charlen  GoldAraith 

Thomas  F.  Kane 

C.  S.  Palmer 

A.  K.  Hoa^ 

Louis  E.  Bout  well 

AnnaT.  Wood 

B«^rtba  E.  Jenninjzs 

n*rnr.v  B.  Candwell 

■Julius  II.  GreMroan  — 

Joseph  F  Phillippi 

MilfordKleis 

Harry  Smallenbnrjz  — 
Arthur  Chamberlain.. 
A.  E.  Cook 


3d  District 
Robert  W.  Hughes,  A.M. 


Hyde  Park. 
Staatsbargh . 
Wappingors  Falls. 
New  Hamburgh. 
Arlington. 
Madalin. 
Red  Hook. 
Rhinecliff. 
Red  Hook. 
Rhinebeck. 


Tnnawanda. 

Akron. 

Clarence. 

Alden. 

L>i  II  caster. 

Depew. 

WilliamsTUIe. 


Kast  Aurora. 

Hamburgh. 

Angola. 

Orciiard  Park. 

Kden. 

Angola. 

Kden. 

Hamburgh. 

Hamburgh. 

Kden. 

West  Seneca. 

806  Eagle  St.,  BnfBilo 

Reserve. 

Orchard  Park. 


Springville. 


Edwin  S.  Kerr Collins  Center. 


BssRX—lst  District 

Schuyler  F.  Herron,A.B. 

Cyrus  H.  Staflbrd 

Herbert  S.  McCasland  . . 
Miss  Alice  B.  Baldwin.. 

Fayette  8.  Miller 

W.  Almon  Andrews 

Clara  L.  Dunster 

Edwin  B.  Robbins,  A.  B. 

2d  District 

E.J.Owen.  A.  M 

P.  F.Burke 

Geo  W.  Kennedy 

A.  A.  Lavery,  A.  B 

S.  D.  McClel'lan 

J.  W.  Wiseman 

Len  a  M.  Vosburgh 


Fkanklin  — l9t  District 

MixH  S.  L.  Perry,  Supt.. 

o.  H   Burritt,  A.  M 

W.  J.Devins 

James E.  Weld,  A.  B.... 


Elixabethtown. 

Essex. 

Ausable  Forks. 

Jay. 

Lewis. 

Lake  Placid. 

Bloomingdale. 

Willsborough. 


Ticouderoga. 
Port  Henry. 
Westport. 
Crown  Point. 
Mineville. 
Schroon  Lake. 
Moriah  Centre. 


Malonc. 
Malone. 
Chateangay. 
Saranac  Lake. 


Post-office  Address 


FRANKUN--2d  District 
D.  M.  Sullivau 

D.  D.Daly 

J.D.Stark 

E.  L.  Hulett 

H.  G.  Hutchins 

C.  F.  Regan 

Harlow  Godard 

Hun-y  Chamberlain 

B.  T.Dunn 

G.  H.  Nulty 

Fulton 

George  W.  Lang 

Ch arles  H .  WelJer 

W.  Edward  Hine 

John  Dttnkin 

Flom  Johnson 

John  R.  Hicks 

Genesee 
Edwin  A.  Ladd,Ph.B... 

John  Kennedy.  Supt 

H  arry  I).  Bartlett 

A.  H.  Knealo 

LeviC.  Higlev 

J.  C.  Benedict 

Rav  M.  Lowrv 

Frank  K.  Sutley 

George  Raynor 

James  A.  North 

Ira  Z.  Allen 

John  H.  Currie 

AlezauderM.  Mcllroy... 

Greene — 1st  District 
Edw.  L.  Stevens,  A.M., 

Supt 

N.  Julia  Bates 

Orrin  Q.Flint 

Levi  Lawton 

Josephine  E.  Corbin 

Cbas.  G  .  Haner 


2d  District 
George  W.  Fairgrieve 

Byron  Mansfield 

H*.  M .  Bonton 

Martin  Springstead .. . 


Hamilton 

David  L.  Luther 

Miss  Snsio  M.  Laing. 
Miss  Merwin 


Tupper  Lake. 

Bnuhton. 

Moira. 

Brushton. 

Bangor. 

Bombay. 

Fort  Corington. 

E.  Constable. 

North  Bangor. 

Dickinson  Centre. 


Johnstown. 

Gloversville. 

Broadalbin. 

May  field. 

NorthviUe. 

Stratford. 


Alexander. 

Batavia. 

Bergen. 

Byron. 

South  Byron. 

LeRoy. 

Oakfield. 

Pavilion. 

Corfu. 

Stafford. 

Morgan  rille. 

East  Pembroke. 

Elba. 


Catskill. 

Catskill. 

Athens. 

Cairo. 

Hunters. 

Tannersville. 


Coxsackle 
New  Baltimore 
Prattsvllle. 
Windham. 


Indian  Lake. 

LoDg  Lake. 

Blue  Mountain  Lake 


Herkimer  — 1st  District 

A.  J.  Merrell,  A.  M 

C.  H.  DeKroyft 

Jas  Eggenberger.Ph.  D. 

Jas.  W.  Loncks 

J  nlius  A.  Davia 

B.  G.  Martindnle 

M.  Oakey 

John  F.  Stewart 

F.  C.  Clifton 

2d  District 
JndHon  I.  Wood,  A.  B. .. 
.Samuel  A.  Watsou,  A.M. 

K.  S.  Bjibcook 

Saniut'l  J.  Slawson 

Alice  R.  Dvgert 

K.  B.  Callaghan 

Charles  S.  Ayers 


Herkimer. 
Newport. 
Doigeville. 
SaliHbury  Centre. 
Poland. 
Cold  Brook. 
Little  Falls. 
Little  Falls. 
Little  FaUs. 


Ilion. 

Mohawk. 

West  Winfleld. 

Frank  lort. 

McGowan. 

Jordanville. 

Warren. 
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List  of  Superintendents  and  Principals — {Continued) 


COUNTY  AND  NAME 


Jbftbkson  —  iHt  District 

Marr  J.  SaliBbury 

V.  Cf.  Warriuer 

C.  M   Pierce 

O.  R.  Smith 

U.  C.Gregg 

F.  M.  Liltleflelcl 

Cora  A.  Littlefleld 

C.  C.  Williams 

Jennie  Elmer 

S.  F.  Graves 

P.S.SIato 

Delia  J.  Hcloier  


2rt  DiBtrict 

Delos  Coogrove 

Jay  S.  Fox 

Charles  Ilotis 

Geo.  E    Kelley 

Joaepb  McDouald . . . 

M.F.Peirv 

John  G.  Peck 

B.  S.  Bennett 

AG.  Tacker 

Wm.  A.  Stiu8on 

John  W.  Van  Allen. 
Wm.  George 


Post-office  Address 


•M\  District 

Raymond  J.  Lougton. 
E.*A. Chick 

B.  W.  AlverRon 

W.J.  Linnell 

C.  J.  Sargent 

Frank  Miller 

H.  R.  Smith 

Fre<l  U    ilaas 

Mr.  Hall 

B.  G.  Pooler 


Lewib— 1st  Distiict 

JesaeS  Mott 

K.  P.  Smith 

Weslev  Knowlton 

Daniel  O'Brien 


2d  District 

F.  A.  Walker   

A.M.  Johnson 

P.  K.  Gilligau 

L.  H.  SUnJord 

Mary  D.  Edgbill 

Mr.  Lewis  

Martha  Locklin 

W.H.Perry.  A.M.  rd.B. 

Livingston— Ist  Dist. 

ChailesS.  Williams 

Reuben  J.  Wallace 

Ara  Wilkinson 

Harrv  LaniHon  .   

Scott  L.  MrNinch 

Nora  O Connor 

E<lith  Chamberlain 

M .  Ray  I^>i»  rey 

Charles  Vallaiico 

D.  W.  (.urrv 


2d  I  istrict 
W.  G.  Carmer.  A.M...      Dansville. 
Lath*  r  N.  Steele.  A.M..    Mt.  Morris. 

W.  M.  Robinson :  Nunda. 

M.  G.Welker 1  Daltt.ii. 


Adams. 

Adams  Centre. 
Manntville. 
Pierrei>ont  Manor. 
Kllisbiirgh. 
Belleville. 
WoodvUle. 
Rdiman. 
Smithville. 
Lorraine. 
Black  River. 
Evans  Mills. 


Redwood. 

There.sa. 

Redw<N)d. 

Natural  Bridge. 

Cartliaee. 

t'arthaue. 

Carthage. 

Antwein. 

AlexaiKliia  Bay. 

Huragtieville. 

Theresa. 

Plessis. 


Henderson. 

Hacketts'  Harbor. 

Dexter. 

Browuville. 

Chauniout. 

Three-MileBay. 

Cape  Vincent. 

Depaiiville. 

Clayton. 

La  Fargevlile. 


Port  Ley  den. 
Constableville. 
Lyon  Falls. 
West  Leyden. 


Copenhagen. 
Lowville 
HarriHville. 
Deer  River. 
New  Biomen. 
Beaver  Falls. 
Lowville. 
Lowville. 


Livonia. 

A  von . 

('uledoiiia. 

(leneseo. 

Conertus. 

Lima. 

Lima. 

Fowlerville. 

York. 

Pitrard. 


COUNTY  AND  NAME 


Madison—  Ist  District 
Charles  H.  Van  Tuyl.... 

Irving  S.  Sears 

Edward  J.  Rowe 

Archibald  S.  KnigLt 

Ernest  E.  Hinmen 

Frank  Stanbro 

Ada  Y.  Donahne 

Gnstavus  S.  Hardy 


2d  District 
F.  W.  JeuningH,  Ph.D. 
Geo.  H.  Otlowav,  A.M. 

Wm.M.  Foit...* 

L.  F.  Ludlow 

H.  H.  DonglasH 

F.  M.  Wiggins 

ArthuB  H.  Jackson 

Frank  Miller 

R.  O.  Cook 

A.  W.  Smith 

N.M.Gregg 


Mo.NROE— iNt  District 

HatiieG.  Waring 

Fre<l  L.  Dunn 

John  J .  O  Brien , 

Ammon  Curtice 


M.  C.  Hnmiston... 
Margaret  Sullivan. 


M.  L.  Brnner 

BuitG.  Haynor 

Elmer  G.  Frail 

Alvin  A.  Lewis,  A.  B. 

C.  D.  Graney 

E.  D.  Webb 

Christian  Meyer 


2d  District 

Louis  Barber , 

Florence  B.  King. 


Cassle  A.  O'Neill... 
Edward  J.  Manly  .. 

Fred  W.  Hill 

Wm.  H  Clark , 

Wm  R.True 

Nicholas  Lee 

Katharine  A.  CahO^'. 
Eliia  P.  Knowles  — 

Lulu  Brown 

Frank  H.  Brown 

Charles  C  Scheck... 
Frank  E.  Torpy 


Montgomery 

;  F.  Yale  Adams,  B.  A 

R.  II.  B.11..WS : 

Fox  Sponable ' 

Cbas.  M.  Bean,  B.  A.... 
Arthur  E.  Barnes,  B.  S. 

Cha>».  A.  Coons I 

H.  E.  Bolton I 

Wm.  H.  Barkley ; 

,  Robt.S.  RoulHton,  A.  B..i 
Arthur  Snvder | 

Epliraiui  trailing | 

I 

Niagara -1st  District  ,' 
Cliuttm  S.  Marsh.  A.  M. 

tiupt 

Frank. I.  Beardsley.A.M. 
F.  J.  Stevens 


Poet-office  Address 


Hamilton. 

De  Ruvter. 

Earlville. 

Moni.HVillA. 

LeoUiinUTille. 

Brooktield. 

Eaton. 

North  BrooKlield. 


Oneida. 

Canustota. 

Chittei>augo. 

Cazenovia. 

Oneida. 

Munnsville. 

Peterboro. 

Clockville. 

Bridgeiiurt. 

New  Woodrttock. 

Munnsville. 


Brighutn. 
West  Henrietta. 
Irondeqaoit. 
Brooks  av.  and  G«ii- 

esee,  Rochester. 
Rose  View. 
149  Monroe  avenue, 

Rochester. 
HoueoTO  Falls. 
Pentieid. 
Fairport. 
Pitlslord. 
Rush. 
Webster. 
Webster. 


Clifton. 

183  Tremont  strict, 

Rochester. 
Gates. 
Charlotte. 
Spencerport. 
Clarkson. 
Hilton. 
Churchville. 
Brockport. 
Brookport. 
Brockport. 
Scottsville. 
Mumford. 
Clarkson. 


St.  Johosrille. 

Fort  Plain. 

Nelliston. 

CHn^Joharie. 

Palatine  Bridge. 

Fonda. 

Fultoi.vllle. 

Fort  Ilnnter. 

Rock  ton. 

Hagamao. 

Akin. 


North  Tonawanda. 
Noitb  Tona wands 
Middleport. 
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COUNTY  AND  XAME  Poat-offloe  Addriws 


Niagara— 2<l  District 

Hiram  C.  Hu^tleby.... 

Imac  F.  Devlin , 

Walter  J.  Oreene 

Marv  A.  Walsh 

W.  D.  Wisner 

Teresa  £.  Gin ty 

Seva  A  .Berean 

Anna  M.  Pease 

Lewis  H.  Walker 

Frank  V.  Pntnam 


Oneida  —  1st  District 

Fred  B.  Van  Ornam 

Frank  SpanldiuK 

R.  W.  Hufmao 

Lester  a.  Wanful 

Jay  S.  White 

Harriets.  Witter 

Edward  Hawks 

Margaret  Roorke 


2d  District 


Wm.  H.W  heeler 

Thos.  C.  GiA>rd,  B.  A  . 

Stanard  D.  Butler 

Peroy  D.  Wight,  B.  A.. 

Margaret  Dawes 

R.  C.  Schermerhom 

May  Brown 

Thos.  Hayden,  M.  A.... 

Silas  G.  Kimm 

Stephen  Mahady 

C.A.Bailey 

E  R.  Adams,  M.  A.... 

JayB.  Clark 

James  Kales 

F.G.  Sims 

Harry  E.  Beebee 


3d  District 

D.  D.  Van  Allen  .. 
Winter  X  Crider. 


4th  District 

John  C.  Chase 

C.  H.  Warfleld.... 
Arthur  Frank.  ... 

John  Lloyd 

H.  Van  Amom.... 

Frank  Niess 

John  Wiggins 

R.  C.  Morrison 

Fred  Lorin 


Onondaga  —  1st  District 

8.  G.  Harris 

M.  D.  Green 

A.C.  Nate 

C  H  Taylor 


H.  W.  Hooper 

A.  J.  Melvii] 

John  Drohan 

Dennis  J.  Delaney 
L.  W.  Havnes 

B.  D.  Holden 

O.  N.  White 

Jessie  Mann 

Howard  Rector 

Robert  J.  Mooney  . 


Wilson. 

Youngstown. 

Lewiston. 

Sanborn. 

Raosomvjlle. 

Olcott. 

Newfane. 

West  Somerset. 

Backers. 

Somerset. 


Whiteaboro. 

New  Hartford. 

Oriskany. 

Trent4>n. 

New  York  Mills. 

New  York  MilU. 

Chadwicks. 

Stittville. 


Knozboro. 

Oxiakany  Falls. 

Uridgewater. 

Clinton. 

Clarks  Mills. 

Deaosboro. 

Sanqiioit. 

Waterville. 

Raaqnoit. 

Sangerfleld. 

Vernon  Centre. 

Vernon. 

Sherrill. 

Oneida  Castle. 

Franklin  Iran  W'ks 

Kenwood. 


Camden. 
Verona. 


Holland  Patent. 

Boonville. 

Prospect. 

Forestport. 

Westerville. 

Lee  Centre. 

Kemsen. 

Trenton. 

DelU. 


Baldwinsville. 

Liverpool. 

Jordan. 

130    Harold    street, 

Syracuse. 
Euclid. 
Euclid. 

North  Syracuse. 
Memphis. 
Warner. 
Baldwinsville. 
Camillas. 
Elbridee. 
Plainville. 
Hart  Lot. 


COUNTY  AND  NAME 


Onondaga— 2d  District 
H.  Frank  Miner,  A.M. 

George  H.  Studley 

L.  W.  Herrick 

C.  O  Richards 

D  H.  Cook 

Mrs.  M.  J.  McDowell .-.. 


3d  District 

S.  Reed  Brown 

Frank  J.  House ... 
Arthur  £.  Neeley. 
Jacob  L.  Wright . . 

Tracy  D.Bly 

Edwai-dShea 

Jay  B.  Hanchett .. 
George  L.  Fuggle. 

John  Bailev 

Edwin  W.  Cady... 

C.  A.  Wood 

Vincent  K.  Barker. 
Myron  B.  Roche. . . . 
EolaM.  Bagg 


Ontario  — Ist  District 
Wm.  H.  Truesdale,  Supt 

D.  D.  Edgerton 

Henry  G.  Wolcott....... 

William  D.  Hewes 

Albert  C.  Mavham...... 

Frank  D  Fairbank 

Ida  C.  Lincoln 

William  H.  Tbacher  .... 

Jennie  Kirk  Patrick 

Belle  McMaster 

James  M.  Wells 

Julia  C.  Caplise 


2d  District 
J.  Carlton  Norris,  A.  M., 

Ph.D.,  8upi 

Wm.  C.  NolC  A.  B    

Geo.  Roy  Wickes.  A.  M 
D  B.  W^illiams,  AM... 

L.  A.  Toepp . .  .• 

Samuel  F.  Moran 

George  D.  Peck 


Orange  — Ist  District 

J .  H.  Burroughs 

H.  C.  Woodworth 

Alice  M.Clark  

G.  H.  Baskerville,  A.  B. 

Geo.  W.  Jamison 

N.  H.  Dinsberry 

Gcorgena  Fulton 

Orville  Eichenberg 

E.  MayOdell 

Ruben  Eraser 

D.  C.  Dominick.  B.  S.... 

Jennie  Mitchell 

IraD.  Minard 

B.  B.  Foley 


2d  District 

Wm.  A.  Wilson 

Jas.  M.  Dolph,  A.M., ^t/pf 
Edwiu  H.  Bitgbee,  A.  M. 

Solomon  E.  DuBois 

Isaac  D.  Lairns 

C.  R.  Stiles 

J.  H.  Barms 

L.  W.  Hoffman 

David  S.  Strong 


Post-office  Addrfaa 


Skaneatelea. 

MarceUui. 

TuUy. 

Solvay. 

Onondaga  YMlley. 

Elmwood. 


East  Syracuse. 

Fayetteville. 

Manlius. 

Cicero. 

Brewerton. 

Minoa. 

Delphi. 

Jamesville. 

Cardiff. 

Fabins. 

Poinpey. 

La  Fayette. 

Summit  Station. 

Manliua  St/,Syrao's* 


71  Main  s(.,  Geneva. 

Phelpt. 

Clifton  Springs. 

Shortsville. 

Manchester. 

Orleans. 

Chaptnrille. 

Hairs  Corners. 

Hopewell  Centre. 

Hall's  Comers. 

Gorham. 

Canaudaigoa. 


Canandaigna. 

Naples. 

Victor. 

East  Bloomfleld. 

Honeoye. 

Houeoye  Falls. 

Allen's  Hill. 


Washington  ville. 
Cornwall. 
Salisbury  Mills. 
Corn  wall  -on-Huda*D 
Pine  Bush 
Highland  Falls. 
Vairs  Gate. 
Monroe. 
Turners. 
Montgomery. 
Walden. 
Newbureh. 
Middle  Hope. 
Newburgh. 

Middletown. 
Port  Jervis. 
Port  Jervis. 
Sparrow  Bush. 
Tri  States. 
Goshen. 
Chester. 
Warwick. 
Pine  Buah 
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0BANaE-2d  Dial— Cone 

Edmund  F.  Brown ',  Florida 

William  P.  Kaufman. . . .    Otisville. 
San  ford  A.  Cortright... 
S.  T.  Dimmick 


Obleanb 
Freeman  A.  Greene,  A. M 

8upt 

Cbaa.  A.  Hamilton.  A.M. 

Henry  Pease,  A.  M 

Freeman  E.  McWall    . 
H.  D.  Hopkins,  A.  M  . . . 

John  H.  Filer 

A.  W.  Behreud 

Henry  J.  Gibson 

Fred.  T.Potter 

D.  C.St.  John 

Harry  C.  Fletcher 


Westtown. 
Union  ville. 


O0WBQO— Ist  District 

Byron  G.  Clapp 

Jamea  F.Cooper 

Blmer  J.  Seever 

Rnaaell  O'Hara 

Thomaa  O.  Younga 

Jennie  A.  Daley 

Carrie  B  Davey 

Maad  Marden 


2d  District 
Edwin  J.  Honfe  ... 
C.  Orrin  DuBois... 
"Wesley  J.  Somers. 

Mr.  Fowler 

Wallace  D.  Rhines 
Chas.  T.  Ranfurd.. 
Eddie  D.  Hall 


8d  District 

Hnse  T.  Skerritt 

Avery  W.  Skinner,  A.B. 

RoBo  Fenton 

Edgar  J.  Brower 

Sylvester  R.  Shear 

Minnie  Orton 

Ransom  H.  Snyder,  A. M.| 
Daniel  B.  Lane i 

Otsego— let  District 

Willard  D.  Jobuson 

J.  Anthony  Bassett,  M. 

A 

8.  H.  Lyman 

Floyd  ^.  Lowell 

Henry  L.  Tipple 

ClellanG.  Eldred 

F.  A.  Peck 

Seward  Wikoff. 


Albion. 

Albion. 

Medina. 

Enowlesvilte. 

HolI»-y. 

Lyndon  ville. 

waterport. 

Hnlberton. 

Manning. 

Clarendon. 

Holley. 


Fulton. 
Fnlton. 
Hannibal. 
Minetto. 
New  Haven. 
Oswego  Centre. 
Hannibal  Centre. 
Fulton. 


Phcpuix. 
Central  Square. 
Cleveland. 
Parish. 
Constant!  a. 
Bemhard's  Bay. 
Caughdenoy. 

Altman. 

Mexico. 

Orwell. 

RedBeld. 

Pulaski. 

Richland. 

Sandy  Creek. 

Williamstown. 


Cooperstown. 

Richfield  Springs. 
Cherry  Valley. 
Schcnevus. 
Worcester. 
Sohuyler  Lako. 
East  Worcester. 
Spriugtield  Centre. 


2d  District  ; 

C.  B.  Van  Ingeu '  (rilbortsville. 

E.  R.  Gregory Edmeston. 

Byron  Field.*. llnrtwick. 

Irving  Bolton Laurour*. 

Edward  Hopkins Mount  Vision. 

Geo.  R.  Gresne Morris. 

Van  Nt*HM  Robinson ^  Garratt»villo. 

W.  C.  Franklin.  Supt Oneouta. 

Alfre<l  W.  Abrauis Oneonta. 

E.  K.  Beals     Oneonta. 

Sidner  Potter Otego, 

M.J.Fletcher rnadilla. 

Mr.  Hvam Milford. 


COUNTY  AND  NAME 


Poat-office  Address 


Putnam. 

Farley  Rilcert 

Otis  Montrose 

O.N.  Duesler 

Fred.  White 

Henry  8.  Pnrdy 

Prank  A.  Hopkins 

Michael  Nolan 

QUKBNS  —  1st  District 
Jno.  J.  Chickering,  8upt. 
Henry  I.  Delamain,  8upt. 

Anna  Brett 

Frank  K.  Montfort 

William  M.  Peck 

Frances  E.  Hyde 

Maurice  I.  Jewell 

Jas  D.Dillingham 

Mary  E.  Hull 

Kate  R.  Hiokey 

Arthur  C.  Mitchell 

France.  ElHs 

Alfred  Jones 

William  H.Dnmond.... 

Tbeopbilus  Johnson 

Martin  Joyce 

J.  J.  Jenkins 

J.  Wesley  Drnram 

Violetta  *C.  Graham 

L.  Gertrude  Horton 

Simon  D.  Replogle 

Willis  E  Cummings.... 

Hnbert  Smith 

John  T.Charles 

Jas.  W.  Jacobus 

Helen  Brown 

Richmond  Conklin 

2d  District 
Wm.  J.  Ballard,  Supt... 
Cyrus  E.  Smith,  Supt... 

Lewis  U.  Allen 

Martha  J.  Ashton 

JsMsie  L.  Barnes 

Leonora  A.  Bedell 

(reorge  H.  Brooks 

JoHoph  G.  Cleveland 

Julia  A.  ConkUn 

Caroline  Clary 

Rose  I.  Dempsey ! 

Sylvaiius  S.  Doxsey 1 

George  H.  Dickinson j 

Henry  H.  Davics ! 

San  ford  J.  Ellsworth. . 

Earlman  Fenner 

Andrew  L.  Foote 

Cbaiies  A.Genung 

William  H.  Gilmore... 

Cora  M.  Gurley 

Mary  K   Gale 

Warren  Y.  Haunas 

William  X.  Hill 

W.  Fernando  Hill 

Miriam  L.  Hull 

Fred.  DeL.  King 

Mary  A.  Larkin 

M.  A.  Lunn   

John  A .  Loopo 

Arthur  R.  Mason 

George  S.  Mver 

Charlew  W.  Mnlford  .. 

Mary  K.  McOuirk 

Mary  E.  Mai  key 

Wallace  S.  Newton 


Garrisons. 

Cold  Spring. 

Nelaoovills. 

Patterson. 

Brewster. 

Carmel. 

Lake  Mabopse. 


Flushing. 

College  Point. 

Little  Neck. 

Bayaide. 

Wbiteatone. 

CreedmoofT. 

Newtown. 

Corona. 

Metronolitaii. 

Laurel  Rill. 

Maapeth. 

Middle  Village. 

Newtown. 

Evergeeen. 

Woodaide. 

Winfleld. 

Corona. 

Gleudale  Station. 

Metropolitan. 

Weatbury, 

Roslyn. 

Port  Waahiagton. 

Port  Waabingtoo. 

Manbaiaet. 

Great  Neck. 

Mineola. 

New  Hyde  Park. 


Jamaica. 

Woodbaven. 

Uioksville. 

Osone  Park. 

Seaforfl. 

Hempstead. 

Ocean  Side. 

Queens. 

Huntington. 

Jamaica. 

Woodbaven. 

Foster's  Meadow. 

Jamaica. 

Floral  Park. 

Far  Rockaway. 

Sea  Cliff. 

Freeport. 

Richmond  Hill. 

Ocean  UB. 

Bayville. 

Richmond  Hill. 

Farm  ingd  ale. 

Glenwood  Landing. 

Hempstead. 

Richmond  Hill. 

Lawrence  Station. 

Richmond  Hill. 

East  Rockaway. 

Hollis. 

Baldwin. 

Locust  Valley. 

Lyn  brook. 

Woodhaven. 

Woodha«  en. 

Hempstead. 
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COUNTY  and  name 


Oreorge  U  Northnp 

Corodon  Norton 

ChaileR  W.  Dley 

Frank  ().  Pa.vne 

Surah  R.  Provost 

Mrs.  Jenuie  L.  Potter. . . 

G  eorge  £,  Raplee 

Elmer  8.  Redman,  A.  M 

Lottie  J.  Robinson 

Alice  B.  Redwood 

Caleb  Simons 

Leslie  Smith 

Harrey  A.  Snedecor  . . . . 

Kate  Sheehan   

Frances  H.  Seeley 

CoraB  Storms 

Mary  L.  Tompkins 

Cornelia  Tobey 

Charles  A.  Vosbargb  ... 

Ida  Ward 

J.  M.  Whitenack 

Clifford  A.  Woodard... 
Harrison  S.  Williams  . . . 
J.  Henry  Vonng 

RBN8SELABB— Ist  Dist. 

George  F.  Sawyer,  8upt 

H.  H.  Snell,  8vpt 

Chas.  W.Dunn 

Geo.  S.  Ellie 

Cornelia  M  Viall 

Eunice  E.  Perry 

J.  F.  Leonard 

Lucy  E.  Bennett 

Geo.  E.  Powell 

Mary  E.  Gilson 

2d  District 

R  W.  Wickham 

Louis  F.  Robins 

William  H.Good 

George  D.  Barringer  . . . 

Charles  R.  Miller 

Mary  A.  Geer 

Frank  ClapjM*r 

Marvin  D.  Losey 

Charles  Marvin 

Richmond 

A.  Hall  Biirdick,  Snpt  . 
Charles  W.  Sutherland. 

John  Henrj'  Ryan 

Mason  MaedonalJ,  8upt 

John  J.  Dri«C'»ll 

Charles  F\  Simons 

John  W.  Ban  is 

Shf  Idon  J .  Pardee 

Thomas  C.  Harty 

Benj.  J .  Stanton 

Esle  F.  Itandolph 

Francis  M.  Geer 

LillieC.  Fraiy 

Wm.  B.  Rafferty 

Adaline  S.  Grant 

Lewis  H.  Denton 

Edward  W.  Merntt 

All>»*rtis  A.  Yates 

Eugene  G.  Putnam 

Wni.  P   Hastings 

Alice  B.  Gordon 

Timothy  F.  honovi.n... 
George  W.  Robinson . . . 


COUXTr  AND  NAME  Post-office  Address 


Wantagb. 
Wantagh. 
Freepoi  t. 
Glen  Core. 
Oyster  Bay. 
Jamaica. 

Cold  Spring  Harbor. 
!  Rockville  ventre. 
Valley  Stream. 
Jamaica. 
Hempetead. 
Par  Rockaway. 
Valley  Stream. 
Woodhaven. 
Woodhaven. 
Jericho. 
East  Norwich. 
Jamaica. 
Jamaica.' 
Clarenceville. 
Sprin  gland. 
Oyster  Bay. 
Bellmore. 
Munson. 


Lansingbnrgh. 
Hooaick  Falls. 
Schaghtiooke. 
Valley  Falls. 
Johnsonville. 
Buskirks  Bridge. 
North  Hoosick. 
Hoosick. 
Petersbnrgh. 
Berlin. 


Green  bush. 
East  Albany. 
Bath-on-  the-Hndson 
Troy 

West  Sand  Lake. 
I  AverillPark. 
Castleton. 
Nassau. 
Poestenkill. 


Stapleton.     ' 

West  New  Brighton. 

West  New  Brighton. 

New  Brighton. 

New  Brighton. 

Stapletcn. 

Tompkiosville. 

Rosebank. 

Stapleton. 

New  Dorp. 

Great  Kills. 

1)'  n^an  Hills. 

Richmond. 

New  Doij>. 

Ni»vr  Spnugville. 

Liuoleumville. 

I'oit  Richmond. 

Mariner's  Harbor. 

T*ort  Rirhniond. 

Port  Richiiioiui. 

IJiieolt'nmvill**. 

port  Richmond. 

Rosebauk. 


Richmond —Continued 

Annie  E.Cole 

Lama  K.  Ci  opaey 

O.  E.  Northrop 

Nathan  J   Lon.e 

Gould  J.  Jennings 

David  M.  Sprague 

ROCKLAXD 

Ira  B .  LawtOD.  8upt 

Miss  M.Edna  Brickell.. 
Miaa  Emma  Comeaky... 

Martin  H.  Ford 

John  M.  Gibba 

Frank  6.  Gray 

N.  P.  Banks  Johnson  . . . 

Sidney  6.  Firman 

L.  O.  Markbam 

G  H.  McNalr 

William  Nodine 

Mina  Minnie  A.  Philips.. 

L.  E.  Porter 

W.  Allen  Rue 

Emery  Rikert 

M,  J.  Sanford 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Sullivan 

Ernest  G.  Williams 

Joseph  E.  Wiles 

William  H.  Wilcox 


St.  Lawbbmce— Ist  Dia. 

John  Carlton  Bliaa 

Harry  D.  De  Groat 

John  B.  Laidlaw 

Clarence  Johnson 

William  E.  Kolley 

L.  J.  Reynolds 

Mel vin  Gearbeai  t 

Wendell  A  very 

W.  D.  Sayer 

Kate  Carroll 

Bertha  Leach 

Henrj'  Corbitt 


2d  District 

A.  E.  Chase 

Oreo.  C.  Owens 

Otis  Hetchcr 

Sidney  R.  Corey 

Annie  Veitoh 

Frank  H.  Wallace  .. 
C.  Alton  Rutherfoid 
Wm.  B.  Andrews  ... 
Abram  H.  Wiggins . 

Forrest  Gibbons 

C.S    Blood 

Mabel  Brown 

Mabel  Waggoner  . . . 


3d  District 
A.  AV.  Manhause,  A.  M. 


:  Wm.  Davis. 

Ilortitio  P.  Baum... 

(iilcs  A.Chase 

;  Minnie  E  Oliver  ... 

Chas.  F.  SiiiipHon.. . 
'  J.  F.  DiaHcoll 

Ro««  M.  I.iUbfe 

.V.  E.  Avorv 

Frnuk  M.  Dana 

Leslie  M.  Sauodf-rs. 


Tottenville. 

Roaaville. 

Roasville. 

Tottenville. 

Prince's  Bay. 

Tottenville. 


Nytck. 
New  City. 
Tappan. 
Pearl  River. 
Spring  Valley. 
Stony  Point. 
Upper  Nyack. 
Tompkins  Cove. 
Haverstraw. 
SparkiU. 
Piermont. 
Garnersviile. 
Hillbnm. 
Grassy  Point. 
Nan  net. 
Soffern. 
Congers. 
Monsey. 
New  C^ty. 
Garnersviile. 


Gouvemenr. 

Gonvemear. 

Fine. 

Ricbrille. 

Dekalb  Junction. 

Henvelton. 

Hammond. 

Morristown. 

Brier  HiU. 

Hailesboro. 

Natural  Dam. 

Oswegatchie. 


Canton. 

Colton. 

Edwards. 

Hermofi. 

Lisbon  Centre. 

Madrid. 

Morley. 

Norfolk. 

Rensselaer  Falls. 

Russell. 

Waddington. 

South  Colton. 

Benson  Mines. 


Norwood. 

Massena. 

Winthrop. 

Helena. 

Louisville. 

Potsdam. 

Potsdam. 

Paiinhville. 

North  Lawionce. 

LawrrnceviUs. 

Nicholville. 
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List  of  SirPERiurii.vnESTS  and  Pkincipals — {Oontinued) 


COVKTV  AM>NAME 

P«it-a(bcB  AiLdrwi 

COCKTY  ANDXAME 

Gwrne  M.  Kly 

Hoawf  II  TraphaiwB 

Horace  F.  Lawieoea  .... 

STittBES-lalDl.trlct 

L.D  Miller.  Ph. D 

K.J.l>eLaFl«ir.  A.  B. 

Poit  .office  AddrPM 

8tB.tTOU.t-i.t  iHaincl 

4'".£S.T«.:-.. 

Ltdiid  B.HIabemau.... 

Waierfoid. 

M'phanVville. 
Ballitou  Spa. 

Galway"' 

&ar>i(.K>  S,.rid(r.. 
SaraloftH  Hprioju. 
auBtuga  S|u-ln|a 
Saraloe*  Hpripjt" 
iiaratosa  Spiln|i>. 
Sjrsloja  Spribjra. 

Im™" 

Ba.tlB*.  " 
CuuklfniETlllH, 
(luirToort. 
South  Corlatl.. 

McUpneclad.T. 
SdK'DFCtndy. 

QiiaksT  Slrwt. 

Uiddlfbnrah. 

OIllHlB. 

CnhWklll. 
BfMkibw.™' 

S". 

EffiSir 

CaiDpbell 

Maritarel  L  Berrl(rMi. 

Julia  E.  C^labmi 

S.SM?:.-';"::; 

sr- 

Zd  Dixriet 

AlTln  Z,  Pierre,  A.M. - 
DoirardL.  Kaiej 

JobTSirrrttChll™:::: 

S'X'- 

Kow  W.  Morgan 

a's. 

aCBK.™CT*DY 

Fraiice*  A.  Uurtwhitl... 

£.tiIhU.Slepbeiia 

3d  DiBtrlct 

»=:"'»• 

*VB.','r'f""'"'^'' 

k'llKlun  IlamllD''.;!!!! 
UomerW.  llarHa 

Nfwton  J,  tVrK...™.-- 

|sr 

WilliamM.  UarvlD  .... 

FriDkK.'s.nrurd!!I!:!!! 
Si-nrout  — HtDlatrlct 

l;,.!-„l~.,i;;i.» 

SS'S""  ■ 

4S;L;'rr."::::-.- 

^"hST- 

W.  H.  Ryan,  Pb.  B 

Grant  L  Bice 

p.»jip:::.:::. 

SsS::::::: 

W.^Hai^m^  Beach. 

tSiftS;*::.;.- 

Hub' 11.  Uaou   

CharlLltevlll.", 

FuTlonbani, 

tValkina. 
&l»nt«MrF.I1,. 

M'k'i"  1    « 

Xml.  HKi.i„r. 

IS'*""' 

wivne. 
Mont^rpy. 

Nfner.  Fall-. 

.l,iUMj.H«.rii-.i,.  A  M. 

H„b»r,..;cb,«di.r-:::: 

Mi-a. 

iu"'g™gue. 

yuopie. 

Oeolre  Motiofa(«. 

SinaplH  Johiiaan 

SsSC'i"::::::: 

UMtluJ.I<.>WPll 

8kkei:a 
F,S.  Porter   iVp!  

AnnaB  riullips 

2.1  llietricl. 

f'i,i^/i"»l;".::::::::::: 

wm,ii.i.C"::: ::::::' 

Claude  A.  ItnVall 

M.HII1..WI.  Hum 

(t«i.  1'.  AniiBlmnE 

J,  Ererefl  VineoDt. 

Babvf'^. 
Bay  Sbore. 

SBiTiUe. 
K»t  lalip. 

Klui  Poiit, 
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L18T  OF  SuPBBiKTKNDKNTS  AND  P Riscip ALS  —  {Continued) 


COrNTY  AND  SAME 

P„...».a<,-. 

COCSTY  AND  NAME 

Post-affice  Addreu 

I^'willinBtou  E.Uurdon 

JleWhtr  WaUina 

FnnkH.  SinccrbWDit 

P.rchogoe. 
Belltwrt. 
PortJrfe™™. 
NaMliport. 

Stouv  Bnwk. 
BMt  H«tiiik<t. 
Centropnrt. 
0.ld8priDKH.rl»r. 

Bolmmla. 
Manllcello. 

Hhlll'ipxport 

Bloom  InEborK. 

Wo«lbc.n,«. 

LnoE  Edd}'. 

R^klaDd. 

CenUTtUle. 

OwesJD- 
wTverly. 

NB«»rk  X-Vry. 
Nlc1iQi». 

Bfrt'hirS.'"^' 
t<uilibb»ru. 

W..iina.ibj. 

ruTKH-lilMet-lToBl. 

K'y.£ri.-i.::- 

ElDRalOD. 

EiDgatau. 

FredN.  Moi.Unn 

Lnlbrr  Em^rlgk 

ElUJ   Willl«n. 

Mrlrlu  G.  Rbndea 

J0I1D  l».  Mui'docb 

ABB.F.M.l.by 

Katr  R- BI»hop' 

Be«a«K.  Andrewi 

Ill  IHalrict 

Kali?""™'"- 

Geo.  W.  H«»kma 

S-r^"- 

SauReilie.. 

GaolftelC.Sol.alb1>, 

JoHiphliie  K.  Bmilli 

Sullivan— lat  Dutrict 
W.W.MUlor.  A.B.-. 

A.vi'mimii^"".::. 

W.  H.  C.  EnslKii 

UarlbDTOngh. 

UlllOD. 

frjSrJTi-::;: 

KfSS. 

2d  District 

F.N.  RuUniioii 

H.V:v'?o''Bn™:::::::: 

William -Wilght 

MaryB.He.nl 

Bd.  P.  RfcuntoD,  Huj.1.. 
Kim  J,  P.-.-1..  A.  M  .... 

John  n'.ijfaandler^  Ph.D. 

gar: 

Jamta  tV.  Alriauder  ... 

s£-sL. 

SSS'^Ce™':"::: 

Srr»'v5'!-;ii;.- 

Hhakao. 

J  Irving ilarlm™   -. 

Formio  B.  WbllcdiDb  .. 
NolUeM.  Bpiioger 

TOHPKiNB-litltislrlct 

llrnwl  E,  a-Tihn-r 

MiMAm»i..l«Smi(li 

A.».  Donaldmn 

J.,hi.J.P^rrl.,!rtni.    ... 

WABUN-lSiriiBtllct 

SliTiDitii  Wn1U<n>.   I'll. 

WoodeloPk. 
Sbaod.keii. 
AcuorI. 

8fl™'hL.VarD« 

GlcuFalli. 

ciiiB.'SEd™.);::::;:::' j."Si"-iiiie. 

HattaerC.  Hnoe '  MpLmti. 

Wllli»m  P.  WuihIh 1  ►■rPBvrllp 

»«i^*S'*Cl,^"h" Sl'aui.nie. 

E.K.  Brown '. j  B.«.kt..n. 

Cbnr.-M    i: ■•■■■'^       K.i,u;.(oD. 

G-orp,  W.  Alter 

Lake  Gkutk*. 

cT.zfL-s-.r.;!!.'.'.": 

ErDC.lE.Sn.Hb 

BolUii  Laii.l,ar. 

()r?eDwieh. 
GamhriilGe. 
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List  of  Superinti:ndents  and  PRrNCiPALs  —  {Concluded) 


county  AND  NAME:  Po«tofflce  Address 


Wabhinoton— l»t  Dist— 
Oontinued. 

W  S.  Coleman 

Kdwin'C.  Hogmire 


2d  District 

WiUardH  Howe 

Frances  A  Tefft 

RMVinond  E.  Brown  — 
William  E.  Freeman... 
Amelia  E.  Plaisdell . . . . 

Rev.E.  Baldwin 

JuUus  E.  Hi^ley 


Wayne  — Ist  District 

William  H.  Kinney 

Chas.  E.  Allen 

Howard  N.  Tolman 

H.J.  Walter 

Albert D.  Whitney  .... 

Cbas.  V.  lloasland 

Myron  O.Tripp 

George  D.  Spraiirae 

John  C.  Aldrich 

A  rthur  J .  Barber 


2d  District 

S.  D.  A  rms.  A .  M 

J.  W.  Robinson , 

George  H.  Callint;s  — 
M.  H   Bigelow 

B.R.  Pintler , 

Geo.  S.  Uickuz 

Editb  L.  Power 


WESTrHKSTBK— l8t  Dist.' 

Isaac  E.  Younir.  iSupt. . . 

Grace  Th wing 

Fannie  E.  Waixlwell . . . 

Mary  E.  Foster 

John  S.  Sprague 

Saro'l  J.  Preston 

Joseph  Tracey 

Ida  M  Babcook 

Lncinda  £.  Feeney 

Harriette  L.  Bannister. 

Eva  Jewell 

Marie  Waeer 

inaacc  nm 

Rebecca  £.  Yonng 

ArthnrC.  Hall 

Jtweph  Fitzgerald  — , . 

2d  District 

A .  W.  Emerson 

R.  A.  Mac  Donald 

Wayne  C.  Fox 


Fort  Edward. 
Argyle. 


Whitehall. 
Sandy  Hill. 
Granville. 
Middle  Granville. 
Ft.  Ann. 
Hebron. 
Hartford. 


Lyons. 
Clyde. 
Savannah. 
Wolcott. 
Red  Creek. 
South  Butler. 
Sodus  Point. 
Rose. 

North  Rose. 
So<lus. 


Palmyra. 

Newark. 

Macedon. 

Ontario. 

Fiirnaceville. 

Williamson. 

Newark. 


New  Roi>hcllo. 
Port  Clienter. 
Port  Chester. 
Port  Chester. 
Rye. 

Mamaroneck. 
Mnuiaroneck. 
New  Rocbclie. 
New  Rochelle. 
NewRochelle. 
New  Kochelle. 
New  Rochelle. 
Pelhaui. 
Bronxville. 
Tiickahoe. 
Scarsdale. 


Tarrytuwu. 
Irviiijfton. 
noblis  Ferry. 


COUNTY  AND  NAME 


Wkstchebtbr— 2d  Dist— 
Continued. 

Martin  M.  Todd 

N.  H.  Dumoud 

Daniel  D.  Lillie 

Wilbelmiua  Stanbach  . .. 

M.  Evylyn  Buckhait 

R  A.  Stewart,  Supt 

J.  Irving  Gorton,  8upt.. 

3d  District 

Howard  I.  Tiyon 

Fred.  L.  Fox 

,  B.  Louis  Snvder 

John  Millar   

Dr.  A   D.Dunbar  

Nettie  J.  Whitlock 

Ella  Mills 

Adelaide  Norris 

Harry  L.  Mnyne 

Margaret  M.Mahoney.. 

Mae  D.  Davis 

Lois  A .  Varney 


Wyomino— 1st  District 


I  IiAiogB.  Smith... 
Mary  E.  Tat  ton  .... 
Ariiiur  M.  Preston. 

S.  H.  Mcllroy 

Maye  B.  Rudgers  .. 

M.  Butler 

D.  W.  Ballon 

Charles  A.  Lewis  .. 
Grant  Miller 


2d  District 

FranciH  M.  Smith 

(teorge  H.  Stiatton 

Koy  A.  Halt 

.Walter  A.Ward 

I  Marv  J.  McCraley 

Addison  J.  MervlUe 

Francis  P.  Murphy 

Edward  F.  Dngsan 

Mabelle  M.  Boy  u  tun 


Geo.  H. 
F.  J  Sc 
Kdwaid 
John  A. 
Edward 
Fnd  C. 
Adda  M 
William 
Francis 


Yates 

Hoxie,  Supt. 

hn«'ck 

R.  Wine 

Wheeler 

Campboll 

Wilcox 

Shull 

Robson 

A.  Riigar 


Post-office  Address 


Hastinjga 
North  Tarrytown. 
Pleasant  ville. 
Pocantico  Hills. 
White  Plains. 
While  Plains. 
Sing  Sing. 


Katonah. 

Croton-onHudson. 

Buchanan. 

Peekskill. 

Peekskill. 

Montrose. 

Bedford  Station. 

Potsdam. 

Katonah. 

Purdys. 

Pot>*aam. 

Yorktown  Heights. 


Warsaw. 

Perry. 

Attica. 

Wyoming. 

Perry  Ontre. 

Warsaw. 

Varysbnrg. 

John 600 sbnrg. 

Strykersville. 


Arcade. 

Castile. 

Silver  Spa. 

Blissi. 

Java  Village. 

North  Java. 

Rock  Glen. 

P<irtageville. 

Pike. 


Penn  Yan. 
Dundee. 
Rushville. 
Middlesex. 
Milo  Centre. 
Dres<len. 
Branchport. 
Bel  Ion  a. 
Benton  Centre. 


EXHIBIT  NO  7 


City  Superintendents  of  Schools 


1.  Names  and  Post  Office  Addresses 

2.  Written  Eeports 


CITY   SUPERINTENDENTS 


1.    LIST   OF    SUPERINTENDENTS   OF    SCHOOLS    IN   THE 
CITIES  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YOKK 

Albany Charles  W.  Cole. 

Amsterdam Charles  S.  Davis. 

Auburn Benj.  B.  Snow. 

Binghamton R.  H.  Halsej. 

Brooklyn Wm.  H,  Maxwell. 

Buffalo Henry  P.  Emerson. 

Cohoes Geo.  E.  Dixon. 

Oorning* I^eigh  R.  Hunt. 

Dunkirk J.  W.  Babcock. 

Elmira . .  * E.  J.  Beardsley 

Gloversville James  A.  Estee. 

Hornellsville*. William  R.  Prentice. 

Hudson F.  J.  Sagendorph. 

Ithaca H.  W.  Foster. 

Jamestown Rovillus  R.  Rogers. 

Johnstown Wm.  S.  Snyder. 

Kingston* Charles  M.  Ryon. 

Little  Falls Thomas  A.  CaswelL 

Tx)ckport Emmet  Belknap. 

Long  Island  City John  E.  Shull. 

Middletown James  F.  Tuthill. 

Mt.  Vernon Charles  E.  Nichols. 

Newburgh R.  V.  K.  Montfort. 

New  York John  Jasper 

Niagara  Falls N.  L.  Benham. 

Ogdensburg Barney  Whitney. 

Olean* Fox  Holden. 

Oswego Geo.  E.  Bullis. 

Poughkeepsie Edward  Burgess. 

Rochester Milton  Noyes. 

Rome W.  D.  Manro. 

Schenectady 8.  B.  Howe. 

Syracuse A.  B.  Blodgett. 

T'roy John  H.  Willets. 

Utica George  Griflfith. 

Watertown Wm.  G.  Williams. 

Watervliet James  K.  Gatchell. 

Yonkers C.  E.  Gorton. 


•cities  still  under  Jurisdiction  of  school  commissioners. 


2.  REPORTS  OF  CITY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


I 


ALBANY 

Charles  W.  Cole,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 97,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 21,500 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 12,900 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 365 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 1,808,415 

ATerage  daily  attendance 10,009 

Per  cent  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  77 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 10,591 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  95 

Number  of  school  buildings 21 

Number  of  sittings 12,887 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 800 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |64,957,715 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 |262,832.78 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |19.49 

Number  of  evening  schools 3 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 356 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public  18,  private  8,  total,  26 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public    1,036, 

private  346,  total 1,382 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  the  attendance  gave 
promise  of  being  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  schools;  the 
average  for  the  month  of  September  being  11,088,  the  highest 
number  ever  reached.  During  the  month  of  October  an  epidemic 
of  measles  broke  out  in  the  city  which,  under  the  operation  of  our 
strict  rules  of  exclusion  from  the  schools  of  any  pupils  whose  pres- 
ence might  possibly  spread  the  disease,  rapidly  diminished 
the  number  in  attendance.  During  November  and  December  the 
epidemic  increased  in  severity  and  the  attendance  in  those  months 
and  even  in  January  fell  far  below  the  normal  figures.  The  result 
of  this  diminution  was  that  the  registered  number,  13,418,  was 
one  hundred  four  (104)  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
average  attendance  10,009,  was  three  hundred  seventy-two  (372) 
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less.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  attendance  became 
more  regular  but  not  suflicientlj  so  to  make  up  for  the  great 
decrease  during  the  winter. 

CoMruLSORY  Attendance 

The  total  number  of  cases  investigated  and  re-investigated 
was  3,388.  The  facts  that  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
(277)  truants  were  arrested  and  returned  to  school  and  three 
hundred  and  thirty-one  (331)  non-attendants  were  placed  in 
school  alone  justify  the  employment  of  the  officers  and  the 
action  of  the  State  Legislature  in  enacting  the  law.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  send  only  five  pupils  to  institutions  that 
take  charge  of  habitual  truants.  These  were  committed  for 
various  terms,  varying  from  two  to  four  months,  and  while 
it  is  not  yet  determined  whether  this  action  resulted  in  the 
reformation  of  the  individuals,  it  is  believed  that,  their  confine- 
ment had  considerable  influence  upon  the  regularity  of  the  attend- 
ance of  many  boys  who  had  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing school  occasionally.  The  experience  of  the  year  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  there  is  no  necessity,  so  far  as  this  city  is 
concerned,  of  establishing  a  truant  school;  the  number  confined 
being  altogether  too  small  to  justify  any  expenditure  on  this 
account.  Four  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  State  have  their  own 
truant  schools,  but  they  are  not  any  more  than  adequate  for  their 
own  needs  and  onlv  one  of  them  will  receive  truants  from  other 
places.  At  present,  Albany  can  not  be  reasonably  asked  to  pro- 
vide a  special  truant  school,  although  such  an  institution  would 
prove  very  convenient  to  the  school  authorities  of  neighboring 
cities  and  villages.  There  is  a  growing  feeling  among  school 
officials  that  the  best  plan  would  be  for  the  State  to  establish  a 
truant  school  which  would  take  charge  of  all  cases  arising  outside 
of  the  large  cities,  which  have  already  made  provision  for  the 
confinement  of  their  own  truants.  An  effort  will  be  made  during 
the  coming  winter  to  obtain  the  legislation  required  for  the  estab 
lishment  of  such  a  State  institution. 

A   COUKSK   IN   LlTKIlATURB 

The  school  authorities  of  this  city  have  always  been  alive  to 
the  importance  of  cultivating  in  the  young  a  love  for  the  best 
reading.  For  many  years,  tlie  sev(*ral  committees  in  charge  of 
the  public  scliool  library  have  devoted  constant  care  and  close 
attention  to  the  building  up  of  tlie  library  on  such  lines  as  would 
direct  the  attention  of  tliose  using  it  to  healthful  and  stimulating 
books.  Children  need  little  urging  to  devote  much  time  to 
reading;  but  unless  means  are  provided  by  which  that  reading 
shall  be  beneficial,  it  is  very  likely  to  be  harmful.     Those  who 
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neither  possess  nor  have  ready  access  to  good  books  easily  fall 
into  the  practice  of  reading  the  meanest  of  the  cheap  and  baleful 
literature  that  is  almost  always  accessible. 

The  board  has,  therefore,  determined  to  establish  a  regular  course 
in  the  reading  of  the  best  literature  in  the  schools.  This  course  has 
been  laid  out  with  two  purposes.  First,  to  instil  in  the  minds  of 
the  pupils  a  taste  for  the  best  reading  only,  and,  second,  to 
co-ordinate  the  reading  with  other  branches  of  study.  This  i» 
<?ffected  by  supplying  in  each  grade  books  whose  trend  is  in  the 
direction  of  culture,  and  also  books  which  lead  up  naturally  to 
acquirement  of  substajitial  knowledge,  especially  toward  the 
study  of  history  and  elementary  sciences.  The  plan  adopted  is 
to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  books  that  are  to 
be  read  to  make  frequent  class-exercises  feasible.  While  the 
funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  will  not  admit  a  complete 
installation  of  the  course  in  one  year,  the  majority  of  the  classes 
will  be  immediately  furnished  with  sets  of  the  books  adopted.  I 
firmly  believe  that  our  teachers  can  do  no  more  beneficent  work 
than  that  laid  down  in  this  course.  A  teacher  who  does  not  love 
good  reading  can  not  fulfill  the  duties  of  her  office.  In  this  work 
she  should  be  the  leader  of  the  class.  The  primary  object  of  the 
public  school  system  is  to  make  good  citizens.  In  order  that  we 
may  produce  the  best  citizens,  we  must  produce  the  best  men 
and  women.  The  teacher  should  show  by  her  ability  to  read  witli 
expression  that  she  herself  is  an  exponent  of  the  influence  of  the 
best  reading. 

Visual  Instruction 

It  was  announced  last  year  that  the  State  would  provide  the 
means,  in  the  form  of  lantern-slides,  carefully  prepared  lectures,  and 
all  other  needed  apparatus,  for  a  course  of  visual  instruction  on 
Geography  and  kindred  subjects.  The  materials  for  three  of  the 
lectures  have  been  received.  The  first  lecture  furnished  was  on 
Niagara  Falls,  which  was  presented  on  three  occasions  by  Prof. 
A.  F.  Onderdonk.  The  pupils  of  the  ninth  year  classes  were  as- 
sembled in  the  high  school  chapel  for  the  lecture,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  pupils  of  the  eighth  year  classes  were  the  auditors. 
The  lecture  was  repeated  to  the  high  school  pupils  alone  on  a  sub- 
sequent occasion.  Principal  John  E.  Sherwood  presented  the  slides 
illustrating  the  city  and  harbor  of  New  York  and  the  Hudson  river. 
The  slides  for  the  other  lecture  came  too  late  in  the  year  to  permit 
of  its  presentation  to  the  pupils.  The  exhibition  of  the  slides  in 
both  lectures  was  highly  pleasing  to  all  who  were  present.  The 
beautiful  pictures  thrown  upon  the  canvas  stirrcMl  the  pupils  to 
great  enthusiasm,  and  as  a  means  of  entertainment  the  exhibitions 
were  very  successful.    In  order  to  test  the  practical  outcome  of  these 
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exhibitions^  compositions  upon  the  topics  of  the  lectures  were  re- 
quired from  all  the  pupils  who  were  present.  A  large  number  of 
these  compositions  were  submitted  to  me  and  to  the  members  of  the 
board  for  inspection  and  were  pronounced  to  be  exceedingly  credit- 
able to  the  pupils  both  in  form  and  in  content.  The  chief  diffi- 
culties in  continuing  the  presentation  of  these  lectures  lie  in  the 
lack  of  time  and  the  proper  places  in  which  to  repeat  them  so  as  to 
make  their  influence  widespread  among  the  children. 

Free  Text-Books 

The  extraordinary  demand  from  parents  for  free  text-books  during 
the  past  winter,  and  especially  for  the  text-book  in  physiology, 
which  was  furnished  to  about  27  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in  our 
schools,  depleted  the  funds  of  the  board  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 
evident  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year  no  text-books 
or  ordinary  supplies  can  be  furnished.  This  fact  has  called  the  at- 
tention of  all  concerned  to  the  proposition  that  it  would  be  better  to 
furnish  everything  needed  in  the  way  of  text-books  and  school  sup- 
plies at  the  common  expense.  This  plan  has  been  in  force  in  a 
large  number  of  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  State  for  many  years 
and  is  being  slowly  extended.  In  several  of  the  New  EIngland 
States  the  Compulsory  Free  Text-book  Law  has  been  in  operation 
for  a  long  time  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  school  authorities 
and  the  public  generally.  There  are  several  cogent  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  compulsory  free  text-book  system.  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  economy  in  time.  With  free  text-books  the  schools  may  be 
fully  supplied  and  organized  on  the  opening  day,  while  at  the  pres- 
ent there  are  frequently  long  delays  in  fully  organizing  and  equip- 
ping the  classes.  Secondly,  experience  has  shown  that  the  expense 
to  the  community  at  large  in  supplying  the  books  required  has  been 
reduced  nearly  one-half.  Third,  as  the  books  are  public  property, 
the  good  opportunity  is  furnished  for  training  children  to  take 
proper  care  with  things  that  are  not  their  own,  but  which  they  are 
allowed  to  use.  There  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  books 
loaned  to  school  children  last  much  longer  and  are  better  cared  for 
than  their  own  property.  Fourth,  the  attendance  on  the  schools  in 
the  free  text-book  communities  would  seem  to  be  increased  more 
than  10  per  cent.  Fifth,  the  public  schools  become  literally  free 
schools,  giving  to  all  on  the  same  terms  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion and  thus  remo\ing  all  invidiious  distinctions  between  the  so- 
called  indigent  pupils  and  the  others. 

Kindergartens 

The  kindergarten  has  become  an  integral  part  of  the  public  school 
system.  Its  importance  is  now  recognized  throughout  the  entire 
country,  and  no  better  evidence  could  be  adduced  of  the  strong  hold 
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it  has  taken  upon  the  affections  and  judgment  of  our  citizens  than 
the  fact  that  we  are  constantly  obliged  to  refuse  admission  to  the 
classes.  I  believe  that  if  the  board  had  the  school-room,  at  least 
four  or  five  more  kindergartens  could  be  successfully  establishecl. 
As  it  is,  the  comparatively  large  number  of  these  rooms  which 
Albany  maintains  is  in  very  favorable  contrast  to  most  of  the  citiea 
of  the  State^  and  this  city  has  achieved  a  decided  distinction  by  its 
progressiveness  in  this  direction.  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Harris,  who  is  now 
recognized  as  the  leader  in  educational  affairs  in  this  country,  has 
summed  up  the  whole  matter  in  these  words:  "  Free  kindergarten 
work  is  a  question  of  political  economy.  Formation  is  better  than 
reformation.  Prevention  is  better  than  cure.  Give  me  the  child 
and  the  State  shall  have  the  man."  It  is  evident  from  our  experi- 
ence that  the  good  influences  of  kindergarten  training  have  extended 
upward  throughout  our  schools,  affecting  not  only  the  mental  pro- 
gress and  strengthening  the  moral  fiber  of  the  pupils,  but  also  influ- 
encing for  the  better  the  plans  and  methods  of  the  teachers. 

Teachers'  Training  Class 

This  essential  department  of  our  school  system  was  established 
in  1882,  and  during  the  fourteen  years  of  its  existence,  three 
hundred  sixty-nine  (369)  persons  have  been  graduated  and  certi- 
fied as  possessing  the  necessary  qualifications  to  teach  in  our 
schools. 

It  is  the  unanimous  testimony  of  all  who  have  watched  the 
progress  of  the  public  schools  of  this  city  that  no  one  act  of  the 
school  authorities  has  done  so  muoh  to  improve  and  to  make  more 
effective  the  teaching  as  this  work  of  training  the  incoming  teach- 
ers in  the  principles  and  best  methods  of  the  science  and  art  of 
education.  The  good  results  coming  from-  the  special  training 
classes  for  teachers  has  been  recognized  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Btate  in  the  provision  that  has  been  made  that  in  all  the  cities  and 
villages  of  the  State  where  such  classes  are  maintained,  liberal 
State  aid  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Teachers 

The  teachers'  meetings  were  held  as  heretofore  throughout 
the  year.  The  principals  met  with  the  Superintendent  at  least 
once  a  month  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  and  the  consideration  of  new  plans  of  instruc- 
tion and  government.  The  faculty  of  each  school  held  regular 
meetings  either  once  or  twice  a  month  during  the  year.  The 
kindergarten  teachers  met  once  a  week  for  the  purpose  of  unifying 
their  programs.  This  constant  effort  at  concerted  action  un- 
questionably promoted  the  welfare  of  the  schools  in  a  marked 
degree.     My  impression,  coming  from  constant  observation  of  the 
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work  in  the  different  school  rooms  in  the  city,  is  that  the  spirit  of 
the  teachers  and  pupils  was  never  before  of  so  high  a  type,  and 
in  every  direction  I  can  see  constant  evidence  of  progressive  and 
intelligent  work. 


AMSTERDAM 

Charles  S.  Davis,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 22,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 4,500 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,583 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   None. 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city r 404,655 

Average  daily  attendance 2,075 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  80  3-10 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,092 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership . .  97-j- 

Number  of  school  buildings 10 

Number  of  sittings 2,770 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 109 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal  (esti- 
mated)   19,000,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 $41,519.50 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl6.07 

Number  of  evening  schools None. 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None. 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public 60 

Prior  to  September,  1895,  the  public  schools  of  Amsterdam  were 
in  three  separate  school  districts  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  school 
commissioner  of  Montgomery  county,  and  they  were  adminisrtered 
and  controlled  by  three  different  boards  of  education.  The  present 
city  system  was  organized  and  put  in  operation  with  the  opening 
of  the  schools  in  September,  1805.  The  establishment  of  the  con- 
solidated system  imposed  upon  the  executive  officers  a  large  amount 
of  nnnsual  work.  It  implied  much  besides  the  installation  of 
teachers,  the  distribution  of  material  and  supplies  and  the  registra- 
tion of  children.  There  were  many  perplexing  difficulties  to  meet, 
and  seemingly  a  thousand  conflicting  interests  to  reconcile. 
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The  old  districts  had^  in  a  measure,  grown  to  be  antagonistic  with 
a  strong  tendency  on  the  part  of  each  section  to  disparage  the  educa- 
tional conditions  in  the  other.  There  was  no  public  high  school 
and  nothing  local  to  serve  as  a  pattern  for  one.  The  present  high 
school  had  to  be  planned  in  every  detail  and  finally  organized  out  of 
the  material  at  hand.  The  eyils  of  the  old  district  system  were 
everywhere  appal'ent.  The  fruit  was  an  illegitimate  contention  and 
rivalry  that  rose  superior  to  the  best  educational  interests  of  the  city. 
Out  of  this  condition  came,  no  doubt,  the  act  of  consolidation. 

To  remedy  the  evils  of  such  a  condition,  to  expose  and  drive  out 
its  folly  and  weakness,  to  subject  teachers  to  a  wholesome  criticism 
they  had  never  known,  to  eradicate  time-honored  abuses,  to  harmon- 
ize discordant  elements,  to  fix  personal  responsibility  upon  those 
who  had  never  recognized  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  adjust  the 
countless  details  of  a  system  that  at  no  point  and  in  no  section 
should  present  serious  inconsistencies,  were  among  the  elements  of 
the  problem  that  was  to  be  solved. 

Nearly  all  concerned,  however,  including  the  board  of  education, 
the  teachers,  the  children  and  the  parents,  have  taken  ground  for 
better  things  and  marked  progress  has  been  made.  The  most  at- 
tractive feature  to  the  outside  world,  very  likely,  in  the  new  system 
for  the  city,  is  the  organization  of  a  high  school  with  full  courses  of 
study  anda. rapidly  increasing  membership.  The  fact  that  the  public 
schools  of  Amsterdam  now  offer  young  men  and  women  ample 
preparation  for  entrance  to  the  best  colleges  and  universities,  marks 
the  beginning  of  a  new  chapter  in  the  educational  history  of  the  city. 
The  requirements  for  admission  to  the  high  school  is  practically 
the  Regents'  preliminary  certi^cate,  and  the  standard  for  gradua- 
tion 48-count  diploma.  The  school  is  successful,  popular,  well  at- 
tended, and  promises  to  exert  great  educational  influence  not  only 
over  the  other  schools  but  with  all  the  people  of  the  city. 

Something  has  been  accomplished  in  the  grade  schools,  mainly  in 
systematizing  the  work,  in  securing  a  higher  standard  of  perform- 
ance, and  more  especially  in  arousing  teachers  to  a  more  enthusias- 
tic interest  in  their  calling,  and  in  promoting  a  more  loyal  and 
united  spirit  for  educational  progress  in  all  parts  of  the  city. 

Recognizing  that  the  surest  way  to  improve  the  schools  is  by  im- 
proving the  teaching  force,  teachers'  meetings  have  been  frequently 
held,  sometimes  three  or  four  a  week.  Nearly  all  the  work  done  in 
these  meetings,  however,  has  been  of  an  elementary  cliaracter,  much 
of  it  with  a  view  to  immediate  results  in  the  school-room.  Some- 
thing has  been  accomplished  in  this  line  by  calling  teachers  together 
in  groups  of  from  three  to  30  or  more  and  giving  them  informal  in- 
struction upon  methods  of  teaching,  reading,  spelling,  arithmetic, 
geography,  language, and  in  school  management  and  discipline.  The 
hours  from  4  o'clock  to  6  or  later  on  each  day,  as  well  as  any  evening 
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hours,  have  been  spent  largely  in  this  work.  The  eagerness  with 
which  the  primary  and  middle  grade  teachers,  as  well  as  others,  have 
sought  advice  and  assistance  has  made  it  a  pleasure  to  help  them. 

Tardiness  and  irregular  attendance  were  serious  features  in  some 
of  the  schools  under  the  old  system.  Early  in  the  year  earnest  effort 
was  made  by  all  the  teachers  to  overcome  these  evils  and  with  such 
good  effect  that  single  rooms,  which  during  the  preceding  year  had 
reported  from  300  to  500  cases  of  tardiness,  reduced  the  number  to 
less  than  50.  Nearly  every  school  in  the  city  showed  a  decrease  of 
more  than  50  per  cent.  The  entire  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  in 
the  city  for  the  year  now  reported  was  6,229  and  for  the  preceding 
year  under  the  old  system  15,957.  Gratifying  as  the  decrease  is,  the 
proper  limit  has  not  yet  been  reached..  Like  effort  was  directed  to 
securing  more  regular  attendance,  and  in  this  the  CJompulsory  Edu- 
cation Law  has  been  of  much  assistance.  The  net  enrollment  for 
the  year  just  closing  was  but  14  more  than  for  the  year  preceding, 
yet  the  average  daily  attendance  was  216  more,  and  the  aggregate 
increase  for  1896  was  46,270  days,  a  gain  of  more  than  13  per  cent. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner  by  all 
the  public  schools  in  the  city.  Interesting  programs  were  prepared 
and  rival  efforts  made  by  the  different  grades  to  secure  the  attend- 
ance of  parents  and  friends.  Many  of  the  rooms  were  most  elabo- 
rately decorated  with  plants  and  flowers  and  drawings.  All  the 
parts,  essays,  declamations,  songs,  etc.,  bore  directly  upon  the 
planting,  cultivation  and  care  of  flowers,  plants  and  trees.  A  sig- 
nificant feature  of  the  day  was  the  prominence  so  kindly  given  it  by 
the  local  newspapers.  The  exercises  were  fully  announced  before- 
hand, and  on  their  occurrence  representatives  of  all  the  papers 
visited  the  schools  and  a  column  or  more  was  given  by  each  to  what 
they  heard  and  saw.  The  Arbor  Day  Manual  sent  out  by  the  Depart- 
ment was  of  great  assistance  to  the  teachers,  and  the  effort  which 
its  suggestions  inspired  gave  us  results  which  for  culture  and  refine- 
ment and  character  were  not  equalled  by  any  other  special  occasion 
of  the  year. 

It  seems  proper  to  report  that  essential  changes  have  been  made 
in  teaching  beginners  to  read.  Formerly  the  chart  was  used  with 
the  result  that  the  pupils,  with  few  exceptions,  were  unable  to  read 
the  First  Reader  fluently  at  the  end  of  the  second,  and  many  others 
at  the  end  of  the  third  year  in  school.  The  chart  has  been  abandoned 
and  the  blackboard  substituted  for  it.  The  "  thought  method"  is 
used  exclusively  and  all  the  primary  teachers  are  carefully  in- 
structed in  tlie  way  of  presenting  the  work.  Nothing  is  left  to 
chance.  The  teachers  individuality  is  a  great  aid  in  the  work  but 
it  must  be  applied  along  rational  lines  to  get  results.  No  teacher  is 
allowed  to  give  the  earliest  lessons  in  reading  until  she  shows  some 
comprehension  of  the  psychological  conditions  necessary  to  secure 
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success.  She  must  have  clearly  defined  reasons  for.  what  she  does 
rmching  far  beyond  the  present  lesson,  far  into  the  child's  future 
work.  This  is  no  place  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the  method. 
It  is  suflScient  to  say  that  the  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers,  the  results 
reached  with  the  pupils  and  the  interest  of  the  parents  are  com- 
plete justification  for  our  plan.  At  the  end  of  five  months  the  chil- 
dren can  recognize  and  use  in  almost  any  combination  about  350 
words.  The  child  never  reads  anything  but  a  complete  sentence, 
and  always  reads  that  with  the  greatest  animation.  The  children 
are  never  allowed  to  read  words  merely,  and  no  child  ever  drawls. 
The  transition  from  script  to  print  is  made  in  about  two  weeks.  The 
First  Reader  of  about  150  pages  is  then  completed  in  from  six  to  eight 
weeks.  The  elementary  work  of  "  learning  to  read  "  has  by  that 
time  been  accomplished.  In  the  succeeding  three  months  the  chil- 
dren will  easily  complete  a  volume  of  the  first  reader  grade  every 
two  or  three  weeks  and  sometimes  they  do  more.  Some  of  our  first 
reader  grades  last  year  read  from  seven  to  nine  volumes  and  read 
them  with  all  the  fluency  and  enthusiasm  possible  to  mature 
persons. 

There  is  no  tendency  to  place  undue  stress  upon  reading.  The 
classes  whose  members  read  seven  or  eight  books  during  the  first 
year,  do  more  in  numbers,  more  in  language  and  far  more  spelling, 
than  classes  whose  members  read  less. 

The  work  is  the  result  of  constant  effort  to  recognize  and  to  meet 
the  children's  natural  desire  for  knowledge  and  their  amazing 
capacity  to  learn.  If  undue  stress  seems  to  be  plaeed  upon  method 
in  this  work,  an  excuse  for  it  ought  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  a 
correct  method  is  nowhere  else  so  important  during  the  entire  course 
as  in  teaching  little  children  to  read  during  their  first  year  in  school. 


AUBURN 

B.  B.  Snow,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 28,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 5,398 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,684 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

citv ^ 562,562 

Average  daily  attendance 2,961 

Per  cent,  of  dailv  attendance  on  total  not  enrollment,  80.37 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 3,044 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  97.27 

Number  of  school  buildings 14 

Number  of  sittings 3,901 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 375 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  11,198,296 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 f  107,052.92 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f29.06 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  2. .«  2 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens^  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 35 35 


BINGHAMTON 

R.  H.  Halsby,  Superintetidetit 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 43,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 8,872 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 6,770 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 88 

-Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city  or  village 1,060,256 

Average  daily  attendance 5,410 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  80 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 5,643 

Per  cent  .of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  96 

Number  of  school  buildings 18 

Number  of  sittings 6,818 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school .            587 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |19,731,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  Sei)tember  1, 

1895,  to  S(^ptember  1,  ISOO 1113,884.28 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment I16.82+ 

Number  of  evening  scliools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  5;  private,  1 6 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  174;  pri- 
vate, 20 194 
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BROOKLYN 

William  H.  Maxwell,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 1,100,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896  (esti- 
mated)   296,000 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 146,429 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None. 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 21,039,906 

Average  daily  attendance 102,718 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  70 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 117,967 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  87 

Number  of  school  buildings 137 

Number  of  sittings 124,994 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  schools 3,296 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal,  1895,  f 563,987,132 
Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 f 3,621,199.30 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |24.73 

Number  of  evening  schools 12 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools,  total  enroll- 
ment   7,223 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate   


BUFFALO 

Henry  P.  Emerson,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 352,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 75,950 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 52,157 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 1,059 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city ' 6,853,196 

Average  daily  attendance 35,283 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  67.65 
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Average  membership  (number  belonging) 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,     

Number  of  school  buildings  (excluding  13  rented 

buildings) 70 

Number  of  sittings  (excluding  2,067  in  rented  build- 
ings)   44,727 

Num>ber  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 2,040 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |284,651,400 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 11,337,452.18 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f 25.64 

Number  of  evening  schools 14 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 2,911 

Number  of  kindergartens 12 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens 1,059 

The  most  tangible  indication  of  progress  in  a  sdhool  depart- 
ment is  increase  in  numbers.  During  the  year  ending  June,  1896, 
there  were  registered  in  our  public  schools  52,157  children,  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  5,492.  The  average  daily  at- 
tendance during  the  same  period  was  35,283,  an  increase  of  4,190. 

A  diligent  effort  was  made  to  collect  statistics  in  regard  to 
the  registration  of  pupils  in  all  other  schools,  both  private  and 
parochial,  and  the  results  which  I  consider  tolerably,  accurate 
show  a  registration  in  said  schools  of  19,082^. 

It  has  seemed  best  here,  as  it  has  in  other  cities  of  the  State, 
to  proceed  without  needless  violence  in  the  execution  of  the  new 
Compulsory  Education  Law.  Its  strict  enforcement  would  work 
hardship  in  some  cases  by  taking  from  employment  children 
whose  small  earnings  seem  to  be  necessary  to  the  supi)ort  of  the 
family.  But  even  in  such  extreme  cases  it  is  no  doubt  a  short-sighted 
policy  to  deprive  the  future  citizen  of  the  broader  intelligence 
and  better  ideals  which  it  is  the  aim  of  our  schools  to  give.  The 
assistance  which  a  boy  or  girl  10  or  12  years  of  age  can  render 
a  family  is  very  slight  and  temporary  in  its  duration,  while  the 
loss  to  the  community  will  be  groat  and  lasting.  The  city  employs 
five  truant  officers  to  assist  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory 
Educational  Law.  We  experience  tlie  usual  difficulties  which  are 
met  with  in  all  large  cities;  but  we  feel  that  illiteracy  is  a  menace 
to  good  government  and  that  the  absence  from  school  of  chil- 
dren of  compulsory  school  age  indicates  that  the  parents 
are  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  our  aim  is  to  enforce  the 
law  with  more  vi^or  from  year  to  year.  We  realize  that 
a  cily  as  largo  as  I^nfTalo  ou<j^lit  to  mainlain  a  truant  school 
for    the    detention    and    reformation    of    incorrigible    truants. 
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Such  a  school  would  exercise  a  strong  influence  in  reducing 
truancy.  Probably  for  every  boy  committed  to  such  an  insti- 
tution ten  would  be  induced  to  attend  a  regular  school.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  have  recommended  that  a  substantial  briok  building 
formerly  used  for  school  purposes,  but  now  unoccupied,  be  placed 
in  proper  condition  for  this  purpose,  and  that  f 5,000  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  support  of  the  school.  This  recommendation  has  been 
adopted.  Plana  and  specifications  have  been  prepared  for  re- 
modeling the  building  and  the  work  will  be  completed  within  a 
few  months.  It  is  my  intention  to  have  a  shop  for  manual  train- 
ing built  in  the  school  yard  for  the  use  of  the  boys.  I  hope  in 
my  next  annual  report  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  truant  school 
is  in  operation. 

During  the  past  year  and  a  half  ten  school  buildings,  contain- 
ing 136  grade  rooms,  have  been  opened.  In  addition  to  this  about 
80  grade  rooms  have  been  added  to  our  school  capacity  by  the 
enlargement  or  rearrangement  of  old  buildings.  Another  large 
building  will  be  opened  within  a  month  and  three  more  are  in 
process  of  erection.  All  these  buildings  are  constructed  of  brick 
and  stone  and  have  the  most  modem  appliances  for  proper  heat- 
ing, ventilation  and  sanitation.  A  second  high  school,  to! cost 
about  1200,000,  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  during  the  present 
year. 

The  law  which  provides  for  raising  the  quaHfications  of  teachers 
appointed  after  eTanuary  1,  18&7,  was  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
real  friends  of  education  in  Buffalo.  The  city  had  already  taken 
an  important  step  forward  in  this  direction.  The  examination 
and  certification  of  teachers  was  placed  on  an  impartial  basis  by 
establishing  an  independent  board  of  school  examiners  in  1892^ 
so  that  for  four  years  new  teachers  have  been  selected  on  the  com- 
petitive principle.  The  new  law  makes  it  necessary  to  go  a  step 
farther  and  provision  has  already  been  made  to  maintain  a  teachers' 
training  class  under  it. 

I  have  long  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  providing 
some  means  of  retiring  teachers  who,  after  long  service  have 
become  incapacitated,  either  physically  or  mentally,  for  further 
eflBlcient  work.  There  are  teachers  in  the  department  who  have 
served  the  city  faithfully  for  30  or  40  years.  Some  of  them  are 
still  doing  satisfactory  work ;  there  are  others  who  ought  to  step 
aside  and  allow  the  children  to  be  influenced  by  younger,  stronger 
and  fresher  minds.  The  continuance  of  such  teachers  is  a  serious 
injustice  to  .the  pupils  under  their  charge,  and  yet  it  is  considered 
a  hardship  to  dismiss  them. 

The  city  charter  was  amended  by  the  last  Ive^slature  to  pro- 
vide for  the  creation  of  a  teachers'  retirement  fund.  The  fund 
is  made  by  deducting  one  per  cent,  of  the  annual  salaries  of  teach- 
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ers.  Anj  male  teacher  who  has  served  for  30  years,  and  any 
female  teacher  who  has  served  25  years  may  be  retired  by  the 
proper  educational  authorities  and  become  an  annuitant  of  the 
fund,  the  amount  received  not  to  exceed  f 600  in  any  case  nor  more 
than  one-half  of  the  salary  paid  to  the  teacher  at  the  time  of 
retirement. 

A  beginning:  has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  manual  training 
in  our  schools.  Two  shops  in  different  parts  of  the  city  have 
been  fitted  up  for  instruction  in  drafting  and  wood-working  for 
pupils  of  the  higher  grades  of  the  grammar  schools  and  facilities 
for  this  work  will  be  gradually  extended.  Instruction  in  needle- 
work has  also  been  introduced  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  of 
practically  all  public  schools. 

The  reorganization  of  the  departments  of  music  and  drawing, 
begun  in  September,  1894,  has  resulted  in  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  interest  and  effectiveness.  Formerly  two  grades  only 
enjoyed  the  benefits  of  instruction  in  drawing.  During  the  past 
year  the  course  has  been  extended  so  as  to  include  all  grades  below 
the  ninth.  Instruction  in  music  has  been  given  in  all  grades  of 
all  schools. 

An  important  change  has  been  made  in  regard  to  special  teach- 
ers, which  is  sure  to  prove  of  great  advantage.  According  to  the 
new  plan  these  teachers  lay  out  the  work  in  their  special  subjects, 
instruct  the  teachers  at  the  grade  meetings,  and  visit  the  schools 
as  often  as  possible,  not  mainly  to  instruct  the  children,  but  to 
see  that  the  instruction  is  properly  attended  to.  The  special 
teachers  can  not  possibly  meet  40,000  or  50,000  children  often 
enough  to  secure  any  satisfactory  progress,  and  success  can  never 
be  assured  until  the  regular  teachers  are  made  largely  responsible 
for  such  subjects  as  penmanship,  music  and  drawing.  This  plan 
makes  it  the  important  business  of  special  teachers  to  instruct, 
direct  and  inspire  the  regular  teachers. 

From  my  entrance  upon  the  duties  of  superintendent,  I  have 
had  a  conviction  that  an  improvement  was  possible  in  the  quality 
and  methods  of  the  supervisory  w^ork.  This  conviction  led  me  to 
recommend  tlio  appointment  of  a  woman  to  undertake  the  task 
of  improving  the  teaching  in  the  primary  grades.  The  result  has 
been  a  steady  and  gratifying  improvement,  which  I  am  sure  has 
been  generally  recognized. 

I  have  rec(^ntly  provided  for  the  employment  of  an  assistant 
to  be  known  as  the  supervisor  of  grammar  grades.  He  will  have 
charge  of  the  general  work  of  the  upper  grades  of  the  grammar 
schools.  In  order  that  the  educational  w^ork  of  a  large  city  may 
be  carried  on  with  the  highest  effectiveness  it  is  necessary  that 
the  superintendent  should  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  schools 
and  how  each  teacher  is  doing  his  or  her  work.     He  can  not  gain 
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this  intimate  knowledge  by  personal  inspection  in  a  city  where 
1,100  teachers  are  employed.  Hence  the  necessity  for  supervision 
by  expert  men  and  women  in  whose  skill  and  judgment  he  has 
confidence  and  who  understand  the  policy  which  he  is  trying  to 
carry  out.  I  anticipate  excellent  results  from  all  these  changes 
in  the  methods  of  supervision. 


OOHOES 

George  E.  Dixon,  Superintefidtnt 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 25,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 7,088 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,783 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   None. 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 396,944 

Average  daily  attendance 2,025 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  72.7 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,141 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  94.5 

Number  of  school  buildings 12 

Number  of  sittings 2,544 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 110- 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |11,130,620 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 152,808.37 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |19.33 

Number  of  evening  schools 12 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 33T 

Nunvber  of  kindergartens,  public,  2;  private,  none. . .  2 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  135;  pri- 
vate, none 135 

Parochial  schools  were  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  past 
school  year  which  drew  many  children  who  bad  previously  at- 
tended the  public  schools.  Notwithstanding,  there  has  been  no 
material  decrease  in  the  average  daily  attendance.  This  has  been 
due  to  a  more  effective  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Law,  and 
I  believe  the  attendance  for  the  coniinj]^  year  will,  for  the  same 
reason,  be  still  larger. 
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Only  two  changes  in  text-books  were  made;  physiologies,  to  com- 
ply with  the  Temperance  Law,  and  geographies.  The  former 
has  proved  a  needless,  burdensome  expense  upon  parents  with- 
out adequate  return  of  increased  knowledge  among  our  pupils. 
The  latter  has  added  an  interest  which  our  pupils  have  never 
possessed  in  this  subject. 

The  uniform  examinations  have  received  the  consideration  of 
our  teachers  and  of  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  education.  They  are  looked  upon  with  greater  favor  than  in 
former  years.    I  trust  they  will  be  adopted  in  the  near  future. 

A  course  of  lectures  was  maintained  by  our  teachers,  consisting 
of  a  series  of  10  on  child  culture,  given  by  Lucretia  Willard  Treat, 
and  of  others^  on  various  subjects,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  Pruce,  Mr. 
Finegan  of  the  State  Department  and  others. 

The  new  work  in  visual  instruction  has  added  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm to  the  study  of  geography.  It  has  been  difficult  to  bring 
it  before  so  many  children,  our  school  buildings  having  no  large 
assembly  rooms.  No  attempt  was  made  to  deliver  these  lectures 
before  the  public. 

Two  new  buildings  of  brick  have  been  added  the  past  year,  a 
handsome  four-room  building  in  a  new  portion  of  the  city,  which 
is  the  pride  of  the  people  dwelling  near  it,  and  an  eight-room 
building  in  an  overcrowded  portion  of  the  city  which  relieves  the 
schools  in  its  vicinity. 

More  has  been  done  than  formerly  to  establish  the  proper  con- 
nection between  school  and  home.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
to  draw  parents  into  the  schools,  to  the  regular  daily  exercises,  or 
upon  days  when  special  exercises  were  held.  Many  teachers  have 
been  influenced  to  visit  the  homes  of  all  their  pupils. 


CORNING 

Leigh  R.  Hunt,  Superinte7ident 

Population  of  district,  July  ni,  1896  (estimated) 9,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  census  of  1895 1,769 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  ago 1,630 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  ago  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  pul)lic  schools 

of  district 236,935 

Average  daily  attendanci^ 1,247 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attondanoe  on  total  net  enrollment.  76 

Average  nu^mbership  (number  belonging) 1 327 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  '  94 
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Number  of  school  buildings 3 

Number  of  sittings 1,526 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 101 

Assessed  valuation  of  district f 2,850,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 156,193 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  34.47 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  none.     

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none 

The  main  item  of  expenditures  given  above  is  |27,649,  spent 
in  erecting  a  six-room  annex  to  our  central  school  building, 
and  in  adapting  the  latter  structure  to  the  new  conditions.  The 
additional  rooms  will  enable  us  to  reduce  the  average  number  of 
pupils  in  daily  attendance  per  teacher.  During  the  entire  year 
the  average,  including  all  grades,  was  44;  omitting  the  academic 
grades,  the  average  was  48.  The  work,  however,  must  have  been 
made  attractive  by  the  teacher,  as  the  percentage  of  attendance 
reached  94. 


DUNKIRK 

J.  W.  Babcock,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 12,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896  (last 

biennial  census;  no  other  record) 3,162 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,555 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 17 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 230,198 

Average  daily  attendance 1,174 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,216 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  96 

Number  of  school  buildings 9 

Number  of  sittings,  about 1,300 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 90 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f 2,015,301 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  July  31,  1895, 

to  August  1,  1896 134,791.33 
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Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment $22JS7 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1;  private,  none. .  1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  39;  pri- 
vate, none 39 

During  the  past  year,  two  elegant  and  substantial  school  build- 
ings have  been  erected  in  this  city.  These  are  the  high  school 
building  and  school  No.  10,  in  the  First  ward.  Although  both  of 
these  structures  are  really  additions  to  older  buildings,  still  the 
work  of  renovation  has  been  so  extensive  and  complete,  that  they 
are  substantially  new  in  every  detail.  School  No.  10  is  built  of 
brick,  two  stories  in  height,  and  fitted  with  the  best  modern  appli- 
ances, and  furnishes  ample  accommodations  for  25u  primary  and 
intermediate  pupils.  The  high  school  building  is  an  imposing 
structure  three  stories  high,  with  a  frontage  of  132  feet,  made  of 
brick,  with  Medina  stone  trimmings,  heated,  lighted  and  ventilated 
by  the  most  approved  methods.  In  the  basement  is  the  boiler  room, 
play  rooms,  toilet  room,  etc.  Tlie  entire  third  floor  is  given  over  to 
an  audience  room,  stage  and  dressing-rooms,  with  a  seating  capacity 
of  1,812  opera  chairs.  Tlie  building  will  accommodate  about  600 
students.  The  first  floor  is  devoted  to  the  academic  department, 
and  consists  of  a  large  study  room;  a  training  class  room^  three 
recitation  rooms,  library  and  reading-room,  office  of  superintendent 
and  board  of  education  and  chemical  and  physical  laboratories,, 
perfectly  supplied  with  apparatus  and  conveniences  for  all  ex- 
perimental practice. 

The  second  floor,  consisting  of  two  large  study  rooms  and  six 
recitation  rooms,  is  used  by  the  junior  and  senior  grammar  de- 
partments. The  building  with  furniture  and  fittings  cost  about 
152,000. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  quite  thoroughly  en- 
forced and  that,  too,  with  no  serious  opposition  on  the  part  of 
parents  or  children.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  100  children 
in  this  city  are  attending  school  who  would  otherwise  go  through* 
life  without  the  advantages  of  an  education. 


ELMIHA 

E.  J.  Beardsley,  ^Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  eluly  .31,  1806  (estimated) 40,000 

kScIiooI  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1800,  (esti- 
mated)    7,50(> 
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Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years 5,626 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city .' 896,094 

Average  daily  attendance 4.620 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  82 . 1 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 4,790 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  memberehip.  96 

Number  of  school  buildings 12 

Number  of  sittings 6,100 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 875 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal 116,407,788 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  Sei>tember  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 |129,527.20 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |23.02 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  private 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  private 11 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  public  schools  for  the  last 
year  exceeds  the  number  for  the  next  preceding  year  by  306,  and 
the  average  attendance  was  greater  by  317.  These  figures  probably 
indicate  two  things:  The  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  effect  of  the 
Compulsory  Attendance  Law.  The  Compulsory  Law  has  been  care- 
fully enforced  and  the  authorities  have  met  with  but  slight  opposi- 
tion in  carrying  out  its  provisions.    The  results  have  been  good. 

The  city  built  two  new  schoolhouses,  one  with  seating  capacity  for 
600  pupils,  and  one  for  400. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  reasonablv  successful  as  meas- 
ured  by  the  promotions  of  pupils  and  their  regular  and  punctual 
attendance.  The  work  in  drawing  and  music  has  been  especially 
excellent. 


GLOVERSVILLE 

James  A.  Estee,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 15,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 3,373 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,031 

31 
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Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  

Aggregate  dajs  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 471,145 

Average  daily  attendance 2,404 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  78 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership 

Number  of  school  buildings 9 

Number  of  sittings 3,104 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 273 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  4,306,589 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 159,945.79 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl9.77 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  4 ;  private,  1 5 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public  411;  pri- 
vate, 20 ', 431 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes  less  amount  ex- 
pended from  sale  of  bonds f45,353.68 

Actual  cos^t  to  the  city  per  pupil,  based  on  average 
daily  attendance fl8.86 

Our  average  daily  attendance  has  been  179  greater  than  for  the 
year  previous,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  58  teachers  were 
employed. 

Compulsory  Law 

The  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Law  has  been  successfully 
accomplished  and  with  but  little  friction,  only  two  tennporary 
arrests  having  been  necessary.  Of  the  total  school  population 
(3,373),  3,031  have  attended  the  school  some  portion  of  the  year. 
The  salutary  effects  of  this  law  are  very  apparent  in  our  city. 
Many  children  who  previously  have  been  detained  for  work,  or 
who,  through  the  negligence  and  inattention  of  parents  have 
been  irregular  in  attendance,  ar(»  for  tlie  first  time  regular  attend- 
ants at  school.  One  of  the  city  policcmien  is  employed  as  a  truant 
officer,  who  each  day  investigates  all  cases  of  truancy.  The  chil- 
dnm  who  have  been  brought  into  scliool  by  the  enforcement  of 
the  Compulsory  Law  have  not  seriously  detracted  from  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  school,  and  the  teachers  have  manifested 
tact  and  int(»rest  in  dealing  with  this  class  of  pupils. 

It  seems  to  me,  howevc^r,  that  the  law  would  be  rendered  more 
effective  if  a  truant  school  or  schools  were  established  and  main- 
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tained  at  State  expense  to  which  habitual  truants  or  pupils, 
whose  conduct  is  a  menace  to  the  welfare  of  other  children,  could, 
for  a  time,  be  committed.  This  course  would  be  especially  ad- 
vantageous to  smaller  cities  where  the  city  authorities  naturally 
hesitate  to  increase  the  taxation  for  the  maintenance  of  truant 
schools  or  for  the  support  of  incorrigible  pupils  in  the  truant 
schools  of  other  cities. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  we  were  unable  to  secure 
adequate  room  for  the  increased  attendance,  and  our  average 
daily  attendance  per  teacher  was  thereby  somewhat  increased. 
A  new  ward  building,  which  is  nearly  a  model  building  of  its 
kind,  was  completed  in  time  for  the  commencement  of  the  spring 
term. 

The  general  work  of  the  schools  is  greatly  improved.  This 
is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades. 
The  basis  of  the  language  work  in  these  departments  is  the  study 
of  nature  and  science.  At  the  teachers'  meetings  a  definite  plan 
for  this  work  is  outlined  for  each  month  which  is  carried  into 
effect  throughout  the  schools,  and  unusual  interest  is  manifested 
in  the  structure,  growth  and  characteristics  of  animal  and  vege- 
table life.  The  teachers  realize  that  one  great  mission  of  our 
schools  is  to  teach  the  children  to  appreciate  beauty,  to  derive 
pleasure  from  their  surroundings,  and  to  confer  happiness  upon 
others.  A  practical  object-lesson  was  given  on  Thanksgiving  day, 
when  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  was  contributed  by  the  schools 
and  judiciously  distributed  among  the  needy. 

In  class  work  the  teachers  have  been  more  successful  in  teach- 
ing the  children  to  comprehend  the  object  of  their  work.  In  each 
step  of  the  course  principles  are  laid  down  which  the  children 
readily  understand,  then  simple  examples  and  illustrations  are 
given,  and  they  learn  what  to  do,  how  to  do  it,  and  why  they  do  it. 
A  degree  of  thoroughness  is  obtained  not  witnessed  before  since 
my  connection  with  the  schools.  Comparing  the  written  work 
submitted  by  the  pupils  at  the  close  of  the  year  with  that  of 
similar  grades  of  two  years  ago  great  improvement  in  compre- 
hension and  facility  of  expression  is  evident.  Supplementary 
reading  has  proved  to  be  of  great  eflBciency.  A  discriminating 
taste  in  the  choice  of  books  is  cultivated  and  the  reading  habit 
is  becoming  more  firmly  established  with  each  year.  Encouraged 
and  assisted  by  the  teachers,  the  pupils  have  been  led  to  draw 
largely  from  the  public  library.  The  number  of  volumes  drawn 
for  school  use  last  year  was  1,235,  w^hich  does  not  include  the 
home  reading  of  the  pupils  which  is  inspired  and  influenced  by 
the  teachers.  Training  in  the  use  of  library  privileges  has  be- 
come a  regular  part  of  the  school  w^ork  as  explained  in  detail  in 
a  paper  given  at  the  last  Rf»gents'  convocation  in  Albany, 
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High  School 

The  requirements  for  graduation  fix)m  the  high  school  have 
been  increased  and  the  course  of  study  has  been  revised  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  State  Department  for  those  who  may  become 
teachers  after  the  year  1893,  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents' for  diplomas,  and  the  requirements  for  entrance  examina- 
tions of  the  best  colleges.  It  is  now  possible  to  say  that  students 
can  secure  in  Gloversville  a  thorough  preparation  for  either  Har- 
vard or  Yale. 


HORNELLSVILLE 

W.  R.  Prentice,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 12,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,546 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,082 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens.  

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city ^. 290,469 

Average  daily  attendance 1,497 

Per  cent,  of  dailv  attendance  on  total  not  enrollment. .  72 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,712 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership . .  87 

Number  of  school  buildings 5 

Number  of  sittings 2,345 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 333 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f 4,444,232 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $34,316.62 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl6.47 

Average  expenditure  for  instruction  and  supervision . .  f  11 .  06 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens 

Number  teachers  employed 39 

The  year  has  been  unmarked  by  any  change  of  special  importance. 
We  have  plenty  of  school-room  except  in  our  academic  department, 
where  we  are  crowded  with  pupils  and  employ  nine  teachers.  We 
still  pursue  the  policy  of  making  entrance  to  this  department  easy^ 
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believing  it  wise  to  give  as  many  as  possible  the  benefit  of  some 
training  in  the  secondary  studies.  As  a  result  16  per  cent,  of  our 
pupils  are  pursuing  higher  studies. 

Promotions 

We  still  keep  no  record  of  standings,  spend  no  time  in  set  ex- 
aminations, but  promote  at  any  time,  whenever  a  pupil  is  found  able 
mentally,  and  strong  enough  physically,  to  do  more  advanced  work. 
Many  pupils  in  this  way  regain  position,  lost  by  necessary  absence 
from  school. 

For  the  first  time  we  have  had  a  course  laid  out  in  nature  study 
for  each  grade  and  for  each  month  in  the  year.  In  this  course  we 
have  aimed  to  secure  observation,  language  and  drawing.  We  have 
encountered  two  diflSculties;  lack  of  knowledge  in  teachers,  and  in- 
sufficient books  of  reference.  Only  in  one  particular  can  I  say  that 
it  has  been  of  signal  benefit;  it  has  sent  all  the  children  of  the  town 
in  pursuit  of  certain  insects  that  are  destroying  our  shade  trees. 

Our  people  have  loyally  sustained  us  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
Compulsory  Attendance  Law.  We  have  employed  an  efficient  offi- 
cer for  the  entire  year,  and  he  has  looked  up  all  cases  of  truancy, 
made  some  arrests  of  truants,  served  many  notices  on  parents,  and 
we  have  sent  four  boys  to  the  Rochester  Reform  School. 


HUDSON 

J.  Mace  Smith,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) '  10,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years) No  data 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,396 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city .' 213,231 

Average  daily  attendance 1,049 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,075 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  97 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,428 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 66 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  5,141,440 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 119,123.64 
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Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  13.69 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. . . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public  none;  pri- 
vate, 5 5 

The  registration  this  year  shows  a  small  increase  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  registration  for  the  year  ending  in  1895  was 
1,325;  that  for  1896  was  1,896. 

The  Compulsory  Law  has  been  enforced  too  short  a  time  and  in 
too  mild  a  manner  to  see  very  decided  effects  as  yet.  An  attendance 
oflBcer  was  appointed  January,  1896,  for  the  first  since  the  law  was 
passed;  and  the  few  months  that  it  has  been  operating,  is  too  short 
a  time  to  judge  of  its  efficiency.  There  is  no  question  about  Its  being 
efficient  if  properly  administered.  It  has  not  operated  to  increase 
registration  so  much  as  to  secure  a  more  regular  attendance  on  the 
part  of  those  w^ho  are  usually  careless  and  inattentive. 

The  schools  were  closed  one  day  to  permit  the  teachers  to  attend 
the  teachers'  institute  vvliieh  was  held  at  Germantown  the  last  week 
in  October.  Miss  Eggleston  came  to  Iludson  one  evening  during 
the  institute  and  gave  a  talk  to  tlie  teachers.  Miss  Eggleston  is  a 
great  favorite  wlierever  she  speaks.  The  seliools  were  also  closed 
onedavinMav  to  enable  teachers  to  attend  the  institute  at  Chatham. 

There  w^ere  only  four  teachers  who  wove  normal  school  graduates, 
and  two  others  who  had  first  grade  uniform  examination  certificates 
employed  during  the  year.  I  believe  the  State  should  issue  certifi- 
cates to  all  teachers  on  whose  account  any  district  or  city  receives 
a  quota  from  the  State  school  money.  This  would  do  away  with 
many  irregularities  and  iniproye  the  teaching  force  of  most  cities. 


ITHACA 

H.  \V\  Foster,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  :^1, 181)6  (estimated) 12,000 

United  States  census,  1890 • 11,079 

State  census,  18011 13,460 

School  population  (.")  to  18  yt^ars),  July  :n,  1890 2,800 

Total  net  enrollment  in  ])ublic  seliools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,881 

Number  of  pupils  under  T)  years  of  ag(^  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  
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Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city,  5  to  18  years 297,068 

Average  daily  attendance,  5  to  18  years 1,531 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  81 . 5 

Average  membership  (number  belonging),  5  to  18  years,  1,586 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  96.4 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittmgs 1,987 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 293 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal 13,180,815 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 |42,043.81 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment $22.35 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  2. . .  2 
Number   of   pupils   in   kindergartens,   public,   none; 

private,  76 76 

The  total  enrollment  in  our  schools  including  non-residents 
and  those  over  18  years  of  age  was  2,081.  The  number  of  non-resi- 
dents was  116,  who  paid  in  tuition  $2,641.35.  The  increase  in  at- 
tendance by  reason  of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  was  rather 
more  than  was  expected.  Its  influence  appeared  particularly  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  where  a  striking  increase  in  the  regis- 
tration occurred.  In  these  grades  unusually  large  children  were 
attending  the  classes  among  the  smaller  children.  They  would  not 
have  been  in  school,  but  for  the  law,  and  had  probably  been  very 
irregular  in  attendance  before. 

The  increase  in  attendance  caused  an  overcrowding  of  rooms 
already  barely  adequate.  To  relieve  the  pressure  a  building  ad- 
joining the  high  school  has  been  purchased,  and  remodelled  into 
a  very  good  school  building  of  four  regular  school  rooms,  accom- 
modating 36  pupils  each.  There  is  in  it  also  a  smaller  room  which 
we  call  our  "  ungraded  room."  To  this  we  assign  those  who  can 
not  get  along  with  their  regular  teachers,  and  those  who  persist 
in  truancv. 

This  ungraded  room,  located  in  another  place  during  the  past 
year,  has  been  a  very  great  lielp  indeed  in  many  ways.  It  h«as  re- 
lieved teachers  from  the  annoyance  and  from  the  care  of  unruly 
pupils,  made  it  possible  to  give  such  characters  personal  attention, 
prevented  much  contamination  of  other  children,  saved  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  any  away  to  a  truant  school  in  some  other  city  or 
making  expensive  provisions  for  a  regular  truant  school  here,  and 
made  the  discipline  throughout  the  city  much  easier  to  maintain. 
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In  nearly  every  case,  the  children  assigned  to  this  room  were  out 
of  harmony  with  the  ordinary  school  because  of  poverty  and  un- 
favorable conditions  at  home.  It  has  happened  with  us  that 
really  incorrigible  characters  have  been  removed  to  a  penal  in- 
stitution for  the  commission  of  some  petty  crime.  This  school 
room  is  well  fitted  up,  and  we  spare  no  pains  to  avoid  causing 
these  children  to  feel  that  they  are  any  less  favored  than  others, 
and  to  make  them  love  the  school. 

The  high  school  graduated  the  largest  class  in  its  history,  num- 
bering 84.  It  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  soon  have  so  large  a 
class  again,  since  the  course  has  been  raised  to  four  full  years,  to 
meet  the  recent  advance  made  by  the  regents.  The  teachers' 
training  class  was  small,  but  of  very  good  material.  Twelve  out 
of  the  16  in  the  class  received  certificates.  We  shall  not  have  a 
training  class  the  present  year.  The  school  is  overcrowded  with 
regular  pupils,  and  the  terms  offered  by  the  State  are  not  suffi- 
cient inducement  to  warrant  the  additional  expense  necessary  to 
maintain  such  a  class  here  at  i)res(^nt.  The  question  is  therefore 
settled  without  much  reference  to  the  arguments  as  to  whether  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  city  to  i)rovide  professional  training  for  its  resi- 
dent pupils;  whether  it  is  its  duty  to  provide  trained  teachers  for 
the  surrounding  districts;  and  whetlier  it  may  not  be  better  for 
the  city  to  draw  on  normal  graduates  for  the  filling  of  vacancies, 
rather  than  to  have  it  understood  (hat  local  candidates  with 
local  prei)aration  must  be  provided  with  the  places. 

In  most  departments  of  our  scliools  very  excellent  work  was 
done  dunng  the  year,  but  there  is  i)lenty  of  opportunity  for  im- 
provement. We  need  somewhat  more  room,  and  we  need  the 
kindergarten.  During  the  present  year,  we  shall  make  an  effort 
to  improve  in  the  quality  of  the  teaching,  in  the  broadening  of  the 
culture  of  the  teachers,  in  the  adaptation  of  the  school  reading  so 
that  its  content  shall  have  a  definite  aim  in  the  education  of  the 
child,  in  child  study  and  closer  attention  to  individuals.  There 
has  been  no  difficulty  in  securing  thorough  drill  and  regularity  of 
attendance.  It  is  our  desire  to  retain  tlie  thoroughness  of  past 
work,  and  yet  allow  a  l)roader  and  deeper  view  of  life  to  enliven 
study  and  affect  the  character. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  answer  with  some  degree  of  confidence 
certain  educational  questions  so  far  as  this  city  is  concerned,  we 
have  made  a  card  catalogue  of  all  our  pupils,  which  shows  the 
result  of  the  study  of  each  individual  by  the  teacher,  the  age,  the 
grade,  how  many  times  over  tlie  work  and  the  teacher's  opinion 
as  to  the  cause  of  failures,  the  dropping  out  from  school  and  the 
cause.  Already  we  find  it  an  invaluable  aid  in  locating  pupils 
quickly,  in  understanding  the  individual  cases  which  are  sent  to 
us  for  correction,  and  otherwise.     In  time  we  hope  to  find  in  it 
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some  light  as  to  the  proper  age  to  allow  pupils  to.  begin  the 
primary  work;  as  to  results  in  character  produced  bj  various 
teachers;  as  to  the  places  in  our  course  of  study  which  need  modi- 
fication; as  to  the  reason  why  nearly  one-half  of  our  pupils  below 
the  high  school  are  in  the  first  three  years;  as  to  why  there  are  about 
twice  as  many  in  the  first  year  as  in  the  third;  as  to  the  number  of 
children  who  can  be  properly  taught  by  one  teacher;  as  to  the 
amount  of  defects  in  sight  and  hearing,  and  whether  they  diminish 
or  increase  from  year  to  year  or  are  affected  by  the  conditions  in 
certain  rooms;  as  to  why  our  children  drop  out  of  school.  The 
card  for  each  child  will  follow  his  school  life  from  beginning  to 
end,  showing  his  promotions  his  teachers  and  the  changes  which 
ap))ear  in  his  character  if  any.  The  child  study  required  of  the 
teacher  in  making  the  report  for  these  cards  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance. 


JAMESTOWN 

RoviLLUS  R.  KoGERS,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  81,  1896  (estimated) 20,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  81,  1896 4,404 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,722 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 101 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

the  citv 554,119 

Average  daily  attendance 2,952 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 3^210 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  92 

Number  of  school  buildings 12 

Number  of  sittings 3,676 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 463 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal $5,267,650 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $62,424.45 

If  expenditure  for  new  buildings  is  included $131,791.21 

Average  exi>enditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment $15.92 

If  expenditure  for  new  building  is  included $33.60 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  4;  private,  none. .  4 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  322;  pri- 
vate, none 322 


490  Department  of  Public  Instruction 

Since  the  close  of  school  in  June,  1895,  considerable  additions 
have  been  made  to  two  district  schools,  one  new  eight-room 
building  has  been  erected,  and  a  thorough  system  of  ventilation 
has  been  put  in  operation  in  the  old  high  school  building.  At 
the  present  time  there  is  in  process  of  construction  what  is  in  name 
an  addition  to  the  high  school  building,  but  in  fact  a  new  build- 
ing. This,  together  with  the  east  wing  of  the  old  building,  will 
constitute  the  future  quarters  of  the  high  school.  The  former 
high  school  building  will  be  used  for  tlie  grammar  school,  to 
which  use  it  is,  in  most  respects,  admirably  adapted.  The  new 
high  school  building  contains  two  large  study  halls  (59x72)  and 
a  gymnasium  of  the  same  size.  There  is  abundant  provision  for 
offices,  teachers'  room,  wardrobes,  lavatories,  recitation,  rooms, 
laboratories,  the  department  of  manual  training  and  the  library. 
Although  the  old  and  new  structures  are  so  arranged  that  they 
may  be  used  as  separate  buildings,  their  connection  is  such  that 
the  privileges  of  the  library,  the  gymnasium  and  manual  train- 
ing rooms  may  be  shared  by  both  schools.  The  cost  of  the  new 
high  school  will  be  over  ^50,000  and  the  cost  of  all  the  buildings 
and  improvements  above  mentioned  will  amount  to  about  f95,000. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  by  the  board  of  education  to  em- 
body in  these  buildings  the  most  approved  ideas  of  modern  school 
cofnstruction.  While  the  external  appearance  has.  by  no  means, 
been  neglected,  all  architectural  effects  have  been  subordinated 
to  the  required  arrangement  of  rooms,  the  system  of  ventilation 
and  the  proper  amount  and  distribution  of  light.  The  general 
result  is  such  as  to  give  cause  for  pride  and  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned. 

Kindergartens 

From  the  small  beginnings  in  a  single  room  three  years  ago, 
the  kindergarten  has  so  grown  in  public  favor  that  during  the  year 
more  than  800  children  attended  the  five  kindergartens,  and  next 
year  kindergartens  will  be  in  operation  in  nine  school  buildings. 
Only  two  schools,  and  these  the  smallest  in  the  city,  will  be  with- 
out kindergartens.  In  these  the  conditions  do  not  permit  their 
introduction,  but  many  of  the  children  can  attend  the  kinder- 
gartens in  neighboring  schools.  Our  circumstances  do  not  permit 
the  admission  of  many  children  under  5  years  of  age,  so  the  kinder- 
garten is  practically  a  substitute  for  the  first  year  in  the  primary, 
as  children  have  heretofore  been  admitted  at  5  years.  Two  years' 
experience  has  demonstrated  that  this  year's  w^ork  is  of  more 
value  as  a  preparation  for  primary  work  than  the  same  time 
given  to  the  ordinary  school  routine,  and  as  a  result  one  year 
has  been  taken  from  .the  required  time  in  the  primary  school. 
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Compulsory  Law 

An  eflScient  attendance  officer  has  been  at  the  service  of  the 
superintendent  whenever  required,  and  thoroughgoing  measures 
have  been  taken  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  More  reli- 
ance, however,  has  been  placed  upon  a  careful  explanation  of  the 
law  and  upon  efforts  to  arouse  the  pride  and  natural  affection  of 
parents  than  upon  the  penalties  of  the  law.  Naturally  these 
motives  do  not  appeal  to  all  and  in  a  few  instances,  happily,  only  a 
few,  parents  and  employers  have  been  summoned  before  the  mag- 
istrates. The  fact  that  the  previous  laws  concerning  attendance 
and  vagrancy  had  been  fairly  well  enforced,  make  it  comparatively 
easy  to  enforce  the  present.  Our  ideal  is  to  make  education  so 
popular  and  so  much  a  matter  of  necessity,  that  none  but  the 
vagrant  and  criminal  classes  will  think  of  depriving  their  children 
of  the  least  of  its  opportunities.  The  most  serious  problems  in 
connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  arise  from  those 
cases  of  sickness  and  proverty  of  parents  where  the  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  would  cause  great  hardship.  We  undertake  to 
see  that  no  child  shall  be  detained  from  school  for  lack  of  suitable 
clothing,  but  the  need  of  a  child's  services  at  home  is  a  condition 
for  which  we  have  no  remedy  but  a  temporary  excuse  from  school. 

In  general  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  successful,  and  especi- 
ally in  primary  reading,  writing,  and  nature-study  we  claim  a 
marked  advance.  We  have  in  successful  operation  many  of  the 
methods  recommended  by  the  exponents  of  the  new  education. 
Our  courses  of  study  are  rich  and  full  of  material  to  arouse  and 
interest  the  pupil.  We  think  that  our  proper  work  is  now  to  test 
the  value  of  these  innovations  rather  than  to  seek  for  further 
changes. 


JOHNSTOWN 
Wm.  S.  Snyder,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 10,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,993 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  -schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,785 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergarten  . None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 263,339 

Average  daily  attendance 1,350 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging;) 1,515 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  90 
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Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 2,046 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 153 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f 2,730,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 J32,186.79 

Average  expenditures  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  17.85 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public  none;  private,!. ...  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public  none;  pri- 
vate, 15 15 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  of  Johnstown,  for  the  school  year  ending  August 
31,  1896: 

The  schools  of  the  city  of  Johnstown  consist  of  three  departments 
— primary,  grammar  and  academic.  These  are  all  under  the  control 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  immediate  direction  of  the  city 
superintendent.  The  steady  growth  of  our  schools  is  a  cause  of  con- 
gratulation and  encouragement.  The  people  of  Johnstown  rely 
upon  them  for  the  education  of  their  children,  and  take  an  interest 
in  their  welfare,  and  manifest  a  pride  in  their  success. 

Our  schools  are  just  what  the  teachers  make  them;  the  measure 
of  the  teachers*  ability  and  sincerity  is  also  the  measure  of  the  suc- 
cess or  efficiency  of  our  schools.  Costly  apparatus  and  fine  houses 
will  in  nowise  change  the  proverb,  "  As  the  teacher,  so  the  school." 
Nor  will  the  lack  of  these  things  render  the  good  teacher's  efforts 
of  any  avail. 


KINGSTON 
Charles  M.  Ryon,  Superintendent 

Population  of  Kingston  school  district,  July  31, 1896 

(estimated) 18,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 2,836 

Total  net  enrollment  in,  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,253 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   None. 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 
Kingston  school  district 309508 

Average  daily  attendance 1,530 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  enrollment 70 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,667 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  92 

Number  of  school  buildings 5 

Number  of  sittings 1,929 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 271 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  0,710,945 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 •»37,683.86 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes,  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  15.15 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number   of    kindergartens,    public,    none;   private, 

none None 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none None 

The  attendance  upon  these  schools  was  the  largest  in  their  his- 
tory, and  the  result  of  the  year's  work  was  never  more  satisfactory. 

No  change  of  importance  was  made  in  their  course  of  instruction 
nor  in  their  organization.  This  course  is  fourteen  years — nine  in 
the  elementary  schools  and  four  in  the  high  school,  with  a  post 
graduate  course  of  one  year. 

Increased  attendance,  caused  in  part  by  the  Compulsory  Edu- 
cation Law,  has  made  more  school  accommodations  necessary, 
and  the  Kingston  board  of  education  is  having  erected  an  eight- 
room  school  building,  with  all  modern  improvements,  to  cost,  when 
completed  and  furnished,  about  f22,000. 

A  manual  training  school,  an  evening  school  and  several  kinder- 
gartens would  be  beneficial  to  our  people. 


LITTLE  FALLS 

Thomas  A.  Caswell,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 9.500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1890 2,100 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,211 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 
city. * 175,992 

*|3,S00  p&id  for  new  ichoolhouse  site  Is  not  Included  In  average  expenditures  per  pupU. 


494  Department  of  Public  Inbtruotion 

Average  daily  attendance 917 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 978 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  93.77 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,260 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school lid 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  1^394,955 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 ?24,647.37 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes,  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f20.2S 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in   kindergartens,  public,   none; 

private,  6 d 

During  the  past  year  we  have  employed  27  teachers.  Of  these 
2  have  held  college  graduate  certificates,  16  have  normal  school 
diplomas,  8  hold  first-grade  commissiooer's  certificates  and  1  has 
a  State  certificate.  The  professional  spirit  shown  by  our  teachers 
has  been  very  commendable.  All  have  worked  together  to  build 
up  the  schools,  and  none  have  been  satisfied  with  anything  but  the 
best  results. 

From  time  to  time  we  have  had  exhibits  of  the  regular  work 
done  in  our  schools.  Tliis  feature  of  our  work  has  proven  very 
satisfactory.  It  has  enabled  the  patrons  and  all  interested  in  the 
schools  to  get  a  better  idea  of  the  work  done,  and  it  has  done 
much  to  stimulate  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  be  more  painstaking 
and  accurate.  The  work  of  an  entire  class  is  placed  on  exhibition 
just  as  it  is  handed  in  by  the  pupils.  This  juxtaposition  of  the 
good,  bad  and  indifferent  seems  to  have  a  desired  effect. 

Our  public  schools  are  still  lacking  in  smx^ral  important  features. 
Most  prominent  among  these  are  the  public  kindergartens,  which 
we  hope  some  day  to  have. 


LOCK PORT 

Emmet  Biol kx at,   f^upcrmtendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 19,000' 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896  (esti- 
mated)   ^ 4,000 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,99^ 
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Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  daje  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city » 460,786 

Average  daily  attendance 2,392 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,548 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  93.85 

Number  of  school  buildings 9 

Number  of  sittings 3,992 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 399 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal 16,656,030 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 ?66,268.67 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |20.89 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. . . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 20 20 

The  school  population  (4  to  21  years)  as  reported  by  the  school 
census  taken  in  October,  was  4,617.  The  enumeration,  though  doubt- 
less made  by  the  several  enumerators  as  carefully  as  possible,  was 
not  entirely  correct,  as  was  shown  by  the  fact  that,  during  the  month 
in  which  the  enumeration  was  taken,  nearly  two  hundred  more 
children  were  in  attendance  at  public  schools  than  were  so  enumer- 
ated; and  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  dur- 
ing the  year  also  brought  to  light  a  good  many  children  whose  names 
had  been  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  enumeration.  The  whole 
number  of  pupils  attending  the  public  schools  of  the  city 
during  any  portion  of  the  year  was  3,172,  an  increase  of  107. 
The  number  of  pupils  reported  as  having  attended  at  denomina- 
tional and  private  schools  during  any  portion  of  the  year  was  764. 

Clothing  was  supplied,  by  special  provision,  to  85  children  to  en- 
able them  to  attend  school  as  the  Attendance  Law  required.  Of 
these  22  were  clothed  by  private,  and  84  by  public  aid,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  attendance  officer.  There  were  doubtless  many 
other  cases  in  which  children  were  assisted  to  clothing,  and  thua 
kept  in  school,  by  private  benevolence.  The  children  supplied  with 
clothing  were — almost  without  exception — very  studious  and  regu- 
lar in  attendance,  and  made  good  progress  in  learning.  The  At- 
tendance Law  was  systematically,  positively,  but  tolerantly  en- 
forced. Only  good  results  have  followed  its  enforcement,  and 
now  that  its  provisions  are  more  fully  known  *and  understood,  and 
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the  good  it  is  capable  of  accomplishing  is  somewhat  better  realized 
by  all  classes  of  people,  its  enforcement  should  be  effected  with 
more  promx)tness  and  decision,  though  without  harshness  or  lack  of 
consideration. 

The  ungraded  school  proved  to  be  of  positive  assistance  to  the 
other  schools,  and  to  the  few  boys  who  were  required  to  attend 
there.  Those  who  were  assigned  to  the  ungraded  school  for  truancy 
at  other  schools  attended  the  ungraded  school  with  much  greater 
regularity.  Several  boys  were  permitted  to  attend  the  ungraded 
school  by  their  own  or  their  parents'  request.  They  made  good 
progress  in  learning. 

A  number  of  boys  who  should,  for  their  own  and  others  good, 
have  been  transferred  to  the  ungraded  school  were  retained  at  the 
regular  schools  in  deference  to  the  entreaties  of  their  parents.  Those 
boys  made  much  extra,  useless  work  for  teachers,  superintendent 
and  attendance  officer;  and  injured  the  schools  they  attended  by  tru- 
ancy, disobedience  and  evil  example.  The  consideration  shown 
them,  in  most  cases,  proved  ineffectual;  and  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number  will  require  that  at  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term  such  lads  be  placed  in  the  ungraded  school,  until  their  refor- 
mation shall  have  become  apparent. 

There  was  an  increase  of  fifty-five  and  one-half  cents  (fO.55^)  in 
the  average  expenditure  per  pupil,  for  all  purposes,  over  that  of  the 
previous  year.  This  increase  was  due  to  the  completion  and  equip- 
ment of  the  new  West  Avenue  building,  the  cost  of  the  school  cen- 
sus, and  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  and  other 
State  laws.  The  new  school  building  referred  to  was  occupied 
about  October  30,  1895.  It  is  illustrated  in  your  annual  report  for 
1896,  and  is  the  result  of  an  attempt  of  our  board  to  erect  a  model, 
six-room,  primary  school  building. 

The  old  union  school  building,  built  in  1847  and  left  unoccupied  in 
1891,  when  a  new  union  school  building  was  completed,  and  reoc- 
cupied  in  1893  as  an  intermediate  grammar  school,  will  be  re- 
modelled and  refitted  during  the  summer  of  1897.  When  this  shall 
have  been  done  it  will  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  find  anywhere  an 
industrial  city  with  more  adequate  or  comfortable  public  school 
buildings. 

The  progress  of  classes  in  their  respective  studies  was  as  enoonr- 
aging  as  usual.  Fifty-three  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  high 
school  and  fifteen  from  the  commercial  school.  A  majority  of  the 
graduates  of  the  high  school  will  continue  their  education  at  col- 
lege or  at  normal  and  special  schools.  Our  board  of  education 
adopted  the  course  of  high  scliool  study  for  prospective  teachers, 
approved  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  in- 
corporated its  provisions  into  the  curriculum  of  the  high  school. 
Through  this  means  vocal  music  has  again  become  a  feature  of  the 
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regular  public  school  instruction  in  this  city;  a  special  instructor 
has  been  employed,  and  the  work  has  been  auspciously  begun. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  union  school  district,  in  October 
last,  the  question  of  free  text-books  was  submitted  to  popular  vote. 
A  resolution  favoring  free  text-books  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  nearly 
eight  in  favor  to  one  against.  In  compliance  with  that  expression  of 
public  preference,  the  board  has  obtained  legislative  authority  and 
has  made  provision  for  the  free  supply  of  text-books  and  materials 
in  all  schools  and  classes  below  the  high  school,  beginning  with  the 
opening  of  the  fall  semester. 

A  teachers'  training  class  of  eleven  members  was  instructed  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  size  of  this  city  and  its  relation  to  education  in 
this  locality  are  such  that  it  was  thought  best  to  organize  and  carry 
on  this  work  under  the  supervision  and  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  pertaining  to  teachers*  training  classes 
in  union  schools  and  academies.  The  training  class  work  was 
earnestly  and  successfully  performed,  and  the  11  members  of  the 
class  secured  training  class  certificates.  A  larger  and  well  prepared 
class  has  been  enrolled  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Principal  Hayward,  assisted  by  Professor  Randall,  gave  several 
of  the  series  of  illustrated  lectures  arranged  for  by  State  authority, 
before  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  high  and  advanced  grammar 
schools. 

No  one  of  our  school  buildings  contains  a  lighted  hall  or  audi- 
torium in  which  evening  lectures  might  be  given,  hence  it  has  been 
impracticable  to  have  any  of  those  lectures  repeated  for  the  benefit 
of  pupils  in  other  schools,  or  for  adult  citizens.  The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation is  considering  the  feasibility  of  lighting  the  assembly  room  of 
the  high  school,  that  such  a  room  for  evening  lectures  may  be 
available. 

The  meeting  of  the  National  Education  Association  at  Buffalo,  in 
July,  was  a  stimulus  to  our  teachers  in  their  work  during  the  year 
and  nearly  all  of  them  attended  the  sessions.  More  than  50  of  them 
attended  as  members  of  the  association.  A  large  proportion  of 
our  teachers  have  attended  the  courses  of  university  extension  lec- 
tures that  have  each  year  been  given  here  during  four  years  past. 
The  course  given  during  the  past  year  was  on  Shakespeare,  by 
Prof.  J.  H.  Gilmore,  of  Rochester.  Early  in  the  second  year  a 
portion  of  the  teachers  secured  and  attended  two  series  of  lectures 
by  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Haberly.  The  first  course  was  upon  the  Ar- 
tists and  Art  of  the  Renaissance.  The  second  was  on  Mythology. 
The  teachers'  association  continued  its  organization  and  its  pro- 
fessional and  social  meetinp:s.  Such  facts  as  are  here  mentioned, 
illustrate  the  enthusiasm,  harmony  and  educational  spirit  of  the 
body  of  teachers  with  whom  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  work, 
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and  whose  eflaciencj  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  in  previous- 
reports. 


LONG  ISLAND  OITY 

John  E.  Shull,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 46,00a 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 11,000 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 8,301 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergarten®  (estimated) 125- 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 1,131,937 

Average  daily  attendance 5,6^1 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  68 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 6,316 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  89^ 

Number  of  school  buildings,  9  owned,  5  rented 14 

Number  of  sittings,  double  desks,  single  desks  and 

settees 6,720 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 177 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  16,889,632 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1,  , 

1895,  to  September  1,  189G |157,782.46 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  19.01 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  3. . . .  3 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergarteos,  public  none;  pri- 
vate, 200 200 


MTDDLETOWN 

James  F.  Tuthill,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city.  July  31,  1806  (estimated) 13,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1806 2,931 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,032 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city * 322,754 

Avc^rage  daily  attendance 1,646 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment .  80 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,749 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  94 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 1,881 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 143 

Assessed' valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal 13,000,950 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $42,045.40 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment  (net  enroll- 
ment, 2,059) 120.42 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none; ' private,  1 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 10 10 

In  addition  to  the  statistics  already  furnished,  I  send  the  follow- 
ing bearing  on  the  question  of  attendance: 

Year 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

189G 


Not 

Average 

Total  days' 

Census 

enrollment 

attendance 

attendance 

3.388 

1,951 

1,263 

215,043 

3,468 

1,779 

1,337 

254,576 

3,242 

1,950 

1,377 

267,257 

3.275 

1,974 

1,.391 

267^59 

3,362 

1,972 

1,492 

286,384 

3,419 

2,184 

1,568 

301,050 

2,059 

1,648 

322,754 

The  attendance  at  the  ungraded  room  to  which*  we  send  truants 
and  those  whose  conduct  makes  a  change  desirable  is  about  30. 

The  statistics  show  no  unusual  increase  as  a  result  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  law,  but  personal  knowledge  of  many  children  put  into 
the  ward  schools  as  well  as  the  truant  school  permits  me  to  affirm 
that  part  of  the  increase  in  attendance  is  due  to  the  operation  of  the 
law,  and  that  greater  regularity  and  longer  terms  of  attendance  are 
certainly  the  result  in  many  cases.  The  ungraded  room  has  done 
us  a  further  service  in  the  discipline  and  work  of  the  graded  rooms. 

The  stimulating  effect  of  our  admirable  and  imposing  new  high 
school  building  now  in  process  of  erection,  upon  the  attendance  and 
ambitions  of  pupils  is  already  in  evidence.  We  shall  be  able  upon 
its  completion,  to  take  up  the  departmental  plan  of  work  in  the 
higher  grammar  grades  as  well  as  the  academic  department  and 
thus  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages  of  instruction  in  each  sub- 
ject by  a  special  teacher;  pupils  will  then  continue  longer  under 
the  charge  of  each  of  their  several  teachers  than  is  now  possible 
under  the  grade-room  plan. 
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The  broadening  influence  of  many  excellent  teachers  rather  than 
one,  the  association  with  many  rather  than  a  few  classmates,  all 
working  toward  the  same  end  under  the  most  favorable  environ- 
ment, the  generous  support  and  encouragement  of  parents  aspiring 
to  give  their  children  the  best  opportunities,  go  far  toward  crearing 
an  ideal  condition  for  the  pupil,  and  constitute  an  inspiration  to  the 
best  efforts  of  each  and  everyone. 


MOUNT  VERNON 

Charles  E.  Nichols,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 20,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 3,618 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,309 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens * 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city  . . . .' 451,117 

Average  daily  attendance 2,245 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  68 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,417 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  92.8 

Number  of  soliool  buildings 8 

Number  of  sittings 2,707 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 139 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal $15,389,375 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  Septemljer  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $113,013.32 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f34.15 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  3. .  3 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 74 74 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  another  school  building  was  opened 
in  the  eastern  section  of  \\w  city.  Since  the  consolidation  of  the 
school  districts  of  the  city  the*  jx'Ople  living  on  the  outskirts 
have  been  obliged  to  smd  cliildrcn  a  gn^ater  distance  to  school 
than  was  formerly  ncrossnry,  nn<l  in  order  to  furnish  convenient 
accommodations  this  building  was  erected.  The  increase  of 
population  makes  a  continual  demand  upon  us  for  new  school 
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buildings,  and  for  higher  grades  in  the  buildings  where  primary 
grades  only  are  at  present  accommodated,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that  both  the  board  of  education  and  the  people 
of  the  city  are  willing  to  meet  this  demand,  that  the  children  may 
receive  suitable  instruction  near  their  homes. 

In  September,  1894,  No.  2,  a  building  finished  in  February  of 
that  year,  was  used  as  a  primary  and  intermediate  school,  the 
remaining  class  rooms  and  the  assembly  room  being  given  to  the 
high  school,  which  was  then  first  opened.  In  September, 
1895^  the  demand  for  increased  accommodation  for  the 
lower  grades  caused  the  removal  of  the  high  school  to  No.  7,  the 
building  then  opened,  and  No.  2  became  a  school  furnishing  in- 
struction in  all  grades  below  the  high  school.  We  find  now,  that 
the  educational  interests  of  the  city  demand  the  whole  of  No.  7 
for  lower  grades,  and  before  long  this  will  also  become  a  gram- 
mar school. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  has  had  no  permanent  home, 
the  high  school  has  merited  the  approbation  of  the  people  of 
Mount  Vernon.  Feeling  the  need  of  a  suitable  place  for  the  in- 
stitution, the  board  of  education  asked  the  voters  of  the  city  at  the 
school  election  in  May  for  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 
Permission  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  |6(),000  was  granted, 
and  the  plans  and  specifications  having  been  prepared,  I  hope  to 
report  the  erection  of  a  high  scliool  building  of  which  this  city 
may  well  be  proud  when  I  submit  my  next  report.  The  lot  upon 
which  this  building  is  to  be  erected  is  already  owned  by  the  city 
so  the  whole  appropriation  will  be  spent  for  the  edifice. 

The  \iews  forwarded  by  the  department  for  use  in  the  schools 
of  the  city  have  been  exhibited  not  only  to  the  pupils  of  the 
various  schools,  but  have  furnished  material  for  a  portion  of  the 
course  of  evening  talks  given  the  citizens  of  this  place  under  the 
auspices  of  the  board  of  education.  The  value  of  these  views  in 
the  schools  has  been,  in  my  estimation,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
child  has  been  taken  beyond  his  immediate  surroundings,  and  has 
been  more  impressed  with  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
State  of  New  York  and  its  various  industries,  than  could  well  be 
done  by  other  means.  We  have  also  used  the  views  to  some 
extent  as  a  basis  for  composition  work,  with  very  satisfactory 
results. 

The  truant  law  has  been  well  enforced  during  the  year,  the 
Superintendent  and  the  attendance  officer  having  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  authorities  of  the  parochial  school.  It  has  been 
the  aim,  not  to  commit  truants,  but  to  bring  them  into  the  schools 
where  they  properly  belong,  and  while  it  has  been  necessary  to 
send  some  away,  we  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  number  who 
were  sent  to  institutions  has  been  very  small.     We  also  are  attend- 
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ing  to  the  enforcement  of  the  cigarette  law,  and  congratulate  our- 
selves upon  the  fact  that  few  if  any  boys  can  be  found  smoking 
upon  the  streets. 

A  change  in  the  principalship  of  one  of  our  schools  brought  to 
us,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  gentleman  who  had  had  success- 
ful experience  in  manual  training.  Under  his  direction,  this 
branch  has  been  introduced  into  the  school  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected, and  although  a  beginning  was  not  made  till  February, 
the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  By  a  vote  of  the  board 
the  work  is  to  be  introduced,  to  some  extent,  into  the  other  schools 
of  the  city.  A  kindergarten  class  is  to  be  established  in  one  of  the 
schools  at  the  opening  of  the  year,  and  upon  its  success  will  proba- 
bly depend  the  extension  of  the  movement. 

During  the  year,  the  board  decided  that  nothing  less  than  a 
second  grade  certificate  would  be  accepted  as  a  qualification  to 
teach  in  our  schools.  The  most  of  the  teachers  now  appointed 
are  normal  graduates,  but  I  am-  pleased  to  note  that  those  of  our 
teachers  who  are  holding  uniform  certificates  are  striving  for 
either  a  first  grade  or  for  the  New  York  State  certificate. 


NEWBURGH 

R.  V.  K.  MoNTFORT,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 25,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31. 1896 5,492 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,454 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 26 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city.  .  .  /. 515,862 

Average  daily  attendance 2,700 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  .78 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,848.5 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  .94 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 3,215 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 331 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal $10,030,600 

Expenditures  for  all  school  puri)oses,  Se])tember  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 180,963.85 

Average  expcmditun*  for  all  ])iirp()^ses  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f23.44 

Number  of  evening  schools None 
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Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1.  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 26 26 

The  Newburgh  public  schools  show  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1896,  a  larger  average  attendance  than  at  any  previous  time  in 
their  history.  The  average  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  as 
follows: 

1892 2,588 

1893 2,574 

1894 2,619 

1895* 2,348 

1896 2,700 

This  is  very  gratifying  in  view  of  the  distracting  conditions 
with  which  they  have  been  surrounded  during  the  past  two  years. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  March  11, 1895,  a  deadlock 
occurred  on  the  election  of  a  president.  This  was  finally  broken; 
after  106  unsuccessful  ballots,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  author- 
izing the  mayor  to  appoint  a  ninth  member.  Such  a  contest  must 
necessarily  result  in  some  degree  of  demoralization. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  worked  very  satisfactorily. 
Our  manufacturing  establishments  have  cheerfully  complied  with 
its  requirements  and  we  have  had  the  hearty  co-operation  of  our 
parochial  schools. 

With  written  consent  of  their  parents  six  boys  were  taken  be- 
fore the  recorder.  One  was  committed  to  Westchester  Tempor- 
ary Home.  He  returned  in  July  much  improved  in  manner,  and 
showing  in  his  appearance  satisfactory  evidence  of  good  treat- 
ment. Two  were  sent  to  the  Mission  of  the  Immaculate  Virgin, 
Staten  Island,  with  like  favorable  results.  In  three  sentence  was 
suspended. 

Our  greatest  need  in  Newburgh  is  an  ungraded  school,  not  a 
truant  school.  For  pupils  above  the  age  of  fourteen,  who  from 
their  own  fault,  the  neglect  of  parents  or  adverse  circumstances, 
have  not  attended  school,  there  is  no  proper  place  in  a  graded 
school.  Their  pride  revolts  at  being  classified  with  pupils  beneath 
them  in  size  and  years.  To  retain  them  in  school  means  the  con- 
stant application  of  tlhe  principle  of  compulsion.  The  results  can 
hardly  be  expected  to,  prove  satisfactory.  A  school  for  such 
pupils  should  have  the  best  teachers  that  can  be  obtained.  Its 
appliances  should  not  be  in  the  slightest  degree  inferior  to  other 
schools.     All  of  its  surroundings  should  be  attractive.     Manual 
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training,  use  of  hand  tools,  for  boys,  and  sewing  for  girle^  should 
be  an  important  feature.  Music  also  should  have  its  proper  place. 
Military  drill  would  prove  a  desirable  adjunct,  mainly  for  its 
disciplinary  power. 

Above  all  else  such  a  school  should  be  free  from  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  disgrace.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  impress 
upon  the  pupils'  minds  the  fact  that  they  were  assigned  to  this 
school  only  for  the  reason  that  it  was  best  adapted  to  their  wants 
and  was  the  place  w^here  they  could  get  some  good,  however  short 
their  stay.  That  such  a  school  could  be  made  a  success  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt. 


NEW  YORK 

John  Jasper  Superintendent 

Population  of  cily,  July  31,  1806  (eatimated) 2,000,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1806 480,000 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 294,289 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city ! 39.289,092 

Average  daily  attendance 195,283 

Per  cfnit.  of  daily  al tendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  66 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 214,811 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  91 

Number  of  school  buildings 156 

Number  of  sittings 239,868 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f 2,106,484,905 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes.  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 $7,036,181.40 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment $23.91 

Number  of  evening  schools,   evening,  27;    evening 

high,  4 31 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools,  evening,  26,253 

evening  high,  6,710 32,963 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public  11;  private,  43 54 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  510;  pri- 
vate, 1,695 2,205 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  financial  and  statistical  report  of 
the  schools  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  of  education  of  the 
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city  of  New  York.    In  addition,  I  present  information  relating  to 
various  departments  of  scliool  work  and  organization. 

The  classes  of  schools  in  existence  on  July  31, 1896,  and  the  num- 
ber of  schools  in  the  several  classes  are  stated  in  the  following 
tables : 

Grammar  schools  for  boys 49 

Grammar  schools  for  girls 49 

Grammar  schools  for  both  sexes 24 

Primary  departments  of  grammar  schools 86 

Primary  schools  (separate) 48 

Corporate  schools,  industrial  schools,  reformatories,  orphan 

asylums,  etc 45 

Evening  schools 27 

Evening  high  schools 4 

Nautical  school  (on  board  ship  St.  Mary's) 1 

Total 333 


The  wholenumberof  sittingsnowavailable  for  purposes  of  instruc- 
tion is  239,868,  thus  giving  a  net  increase  of  9,202.  The  sittings  are 
distributed  as  follows: 

Grammar  and  primary  schools 220,803 

Corporate  schools 18,945 

Nautical  school 120 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  kindergarten  classes 
and  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  a  further  increase.  In  the 
11  kindergarten  classes  which  had  been  formed  there  was  a  total 
enrollment  of  510  different  pupils  taught  during  the  year  —  248 
males  and  262  females. 

An  additional  evening  school  has  been  organized;  and  a  revision 
of  the  course  of  study  for  the  evening  high  schools  has  been  accom- 
plished by  the  removal  of  subjects  which  could  be  taught  eflSciently 
in  the  ordinary  evening  schools. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  creating  a  teachers' 
retirement  fund  no  less  than  80  principals  and  other  teachers  have 
been  retired.  The  amount  now  paid  annually  to  the  teachers  re- 
tired is  ?48,629. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legislature  many  changes  were 
made  in  the  School  Law  for  the  city  of  New  York,  which  changes 
effect  both  organization  of  system  and  assignment  of  powers  and 
duties  to  different  classes  of  school  officers.  The  new  law  went  into 
operation  so  near  the  close  of  the  school  year  that  it  would  seem 
inadvisable  to  make  an  extended  report  upon  the  general  operations 
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of  the  schools  under  the  old  law.  In  the  report  for  the  coming 
year  full  information  can  be  given  both  as  to  the  character  of  the 
changes  in  the  law  and  the  conduct  of  the  schools  under  the  4same. 


NIAGARxV  FALLS 
N.  L.  Benham,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  18D6    (estimated) 17,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 3,40» 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,694 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens    85 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 350J57 

Average  daily  attendance l,78d 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  74 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,203 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  81 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 2,335 

Number  of  j)ui)ils  in  attendance  at  high  school 249 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  i)ersonal $10,425,172 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  189G f 50,913.92 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  18.89 

Number  of  evening  schools 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 113 

Number  of  Idndergartens,  public,  3;  private,  1 4 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  180;  pri- 
vate, 12 192 

From  the  above  statistical  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase 
in  the  number*  of  pupils  attending  th(^  school  has  been  222.  With 
the  school  accommodations  nl ready  taxed  to  their  utmost,  it  has 
been  a  diihcult  task  to  provide  accommodations  for  this  additional 
number.  In  common  with  all  growing  places  of  the  State,  school 
accommodations  have  not  kei)t  pace  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation. 

Owing  to  the  unfortunate  financial  condition  of  the  affairs  of  our 
city,  it  was  imjmssible  to  erect  new  buildings  to  provide  for  this 
incn^nse.  However,  we  are  glad  to  state  that  the  board  of  educa- 
tion has  perfected  arrangements  for  the  building  of  two  schools^ 


City  SuPEilLNTKSDE^Ts'  Keports  —  N1A.0ABA  Falls       507 

which  will  relieve  us  verj  much  in  the  future.  During  the  vaca- 
tion^ an  annex  to  the  Third  street  school,  pnoviding  two  additional 
rooms,  was  built.  In  one  of  these  a  kindergarten  was  established 
and  in  the  other  a  first  grade. 

Nothing  particular  has  occurred  in  the  schools  in  the  past  year 
to  receive  mention  at  this  time.  Steady  progress  has  been  made. 
Teachers  are  becoming  more  proficient,  and  the  pupils,  in  general, 
have  shown  much  improvement.  After  all  things  are  considered, 
we  are  obliged  to  return  to  the  old  maxim,  **  As  is  the  teacher^  so 
is  the  school."  If  the  teacher  is  progressive,  well  informed^ 
studious,  and,  more  than  all,  enthusiastic  and  filled  with  a  love  for 
her  work  and  her  pupils,  the  school  must  necessarily  be  a  good  one. 
Toward  these  ends  our  efforts  have  been  expended,  and  acknowl- 
edgments are  hereby  made  to  the  principals  and  teachers  for  their 
generous  co-operation  with  the'  school  authorities  in  endeavoring 
to  extend  and  make  better  the  various  departments  in  their  charge. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  school  year  a  teachers'  institute  for  the 
second  commissioner  district  of  the  county  was  held  in  the  high 
school  building.  Although  this  city  is  exempt  from  attendance 
at  institutes,  the  board  of  education,  with  a  commendable  spirit, 
invited  the  department  to  hold  the  institute  at  this  place,  and  di- 
rected the  city  schools  to  be  closed  and  the  teachers  to  attend. 
The  institute  was  a  marked  success  in  every  particular.  The  plan 
of  conducting  a  graded  institute,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  true  solution 
for  such  gatherings,  especially  where,  as  in  this  district,  there  are 
union  schools,  with  academic  departments.  With  great  unanimity 
the  teachers  voted  to  request  that  the  institute  for  the  coming  year 
be  also  held  here.  The  department  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  upon  the  institute  force  such  an  able  conductor  as  Mr.  Hen- 
drick.  The  instruction  in  primary  work  by  Miss  Eggleston  was 
never  excelled  in  this  locality. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked  if  it  paid  to  close  so  extensive 
a  school  system  as  ours  for  a  week  and  compel  the  teachers  to  at- 
tend an  institute.  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  it  does. 
Every  teacher  owes  a  duty  to  his  profession,  and  if  the  teachers 
in  the  higher  departments  are  not  always  directly  benefited,  their 
presence  and  their  efforts  to  assist  the  less  experienced  members 
of  their  profession  will,  in  time,  produce  a  marked  improvement  on 
the  pupils  that  will  later  come  to  them.  If  no  further  benefit  to  the 
teachers  is  given  than  that  of  arousing  their  enthusiasm  and  im- 
pressing them  with  the  magnitude  and  responsibility  of  the  position 
they  occupy,  then  the  institute  must  be  regarded  as  a  great  success 
and  the  time  'spent  therein  well  repaid. 

A  new  kindergarten  department  has  been  established,  making 
four  now  in  the  city.  The  value  of  those  kindergartens  can  not  be 
over   estimated.     Every   pupil   before   entering    the   first    grade 
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should  spend  at  least  one  year  in  the  kindergarten.  The  teachers 
testify  uniformly  that  the  pupils  that  have  passed  through  the 
kindergarten  do  much  better  work,  and  in  shorter  time,  than  those 
who  do  not. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  revised  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer.  The  requirements  of  the  Regents,  making  a  four 
years'  course,  instead  of  three,  in  the  high  school,  has  been  met,  as 
well  as  the  requirements  of  the  State  Department.  As  nearly  as 
possible,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ten  has  been  followed.  The 
commercial  department  is  on  a  good  basis.  Stenography,  type- 
writing and  bookkeeping  are  more  thoroughly  taught  than  in  the 
so-called  business  colleges.  While  the  public  school  system  was 
never  intended  to  fit  pupils  for  any  particular  vocation  in  life,  it  is 
sometimes  advisable  to  give  to  some  pupils  practical  education  that 
will  enable  them  to  earn  a  respectable  living. 

The  supervisor  of  music  reports  much  progress  in  that  line  of 
work.  Drawing  has  also  made  rapid  improvement.  The  super- 
visor of  penmanship  is  to  be  commended  for  the  valuable  work  that 
he  has  done.  These  special  departments  have  many  times  repaid 
the  cost  of  maintaining  them.  The  training  and  drill  in  vocal  music 
is  extremelv  valuable. 

Evening  schools  were  conducted  for  five  months  during  the  year. 
About  the  same  number  attended  as  in  the  preceding  year.  How- 
ever, I  think  that  the  interest  shown  and  the  work  performed  have 
not  been  equalled  in  any  of  our  previous  evening  schools. 

As  has  been  reported  before,  promotions  from  the  several  de- 
partments have  been,  for  the  four  years,  based  solely  upon  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  teacher.  Experience  ha.^  shown  the  wisdom  of  this 
plan.  The  daily  work  of  a  pupil  is  w^hat  determines  his  advance- 
ment. No  examinations,  aside  from  the  Regents'  examinations, 
are  held.  The  Regents'  preliminary  certificate  and  two  additional 
subjects  are  required  for  entrance  into  the  high  school  from  the 
ninth  grade,  and  the  Regents'  dii)lonia  is  required  for  graduation. 
At  the  commencement  exercises  in  June,  21  young  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen graduated  with  such  credentials. 

It  is  now  s(»ven  years  since  the  system  of  free  text-books  was 
adopted  by  tht^  village  of  Niagara  Falls.  Experience  has  demon- 
strated the  wisdom  of  its  adoption.  For  the  last  year  the  exi)en8e 
per  capita  was  48  cents.  This  has  enabled  the  board  of  education 
to  supi)ly  every  jaqjil  witli  all  tlie  required  books,  and  also  furnish  a 
large  quantity  of  supplementary  reading.  Many  of  the  text-books 
purchased  during  the  first  year  are  in  use.  Some  have  been  rebound 
and  are  now  in  as  good  condition  as  ever.  The  Legislature,  at  an 
early  day,  sliould  make  this  system  compulsory  in  every  school  dis- 
trict of  the  State,  as  several  of  our  neighboring  States  have  already 
done. 
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The  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  hasalso  been  enforced  asstrictlj 
as  could  be,  when  it  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  no  place 
has  been  established  where  truants  could  be  committed.  This  city  is 
not  large  enough  nor  has  it  a  suflQcient  number  of  truants  to  warrant 
the  establishmejit  of  such  an  institution.  Most  of  our  incorrigible 
truants  are  under  the  age  of  12  years.  Their  parents  are  apparently 
co-operating  with  the  school  authorities  to  secure  their  attendance 
at  school,  but  fail  in  many  instances.  It  would  appear  that  as  this 
law  was  passed  with  the  idea  of  benefiting  the  State  at  large,  the 
State  itself  should  establish  and  maintain  institutions  where  those 
who  violate  the  law  could  be  confined  and  instructed  until  such  time 
as  they  give  evidences  of  reform. 

The  course  of  illustrated  lectures  established  by  the  State  De- 
partment was  given  with  much  interest  and  benefit  to  all  concerned. 
Under  the  advice  of  Dr.  Biekmore,  the  lectures  were  given  to  all 
pupils  who  were  pursuing  the  study  of  geography.  This  necessi- 
tated the  repeating  of  each  lecture  at  least  six  times  in  order  to 
reach  all.  I  think  that  they  proved  to  be  of  more  interest  than  was 
anticipated. 

The  Liw  encouraging  professional  training  of  teachers  which 
takes  effect  January  1,  1897,  was  put  into  operation  in  this  city 
last  year  and  since  that  time  no  new  teachers  have  been  employed 
except  in  accordance  with  its  provisions.  I  regard  the  measure 
as  one  of  the  most  salutary  that  has  ever  been  enacted. 
It  marks  an  advanced  step  in  the  cause  of  education.  No 
other  State  has  yet  adopted  so  pronounced  a  measure  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  profession.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  its  provisions  will  be  extended  to  all  the  villages  of  the  State. 
The  improvement  in  the  training  and  qualifications  of  teachers  can 
only  result  in  better  teaching  and  better  teaching  must  make  better 
scholars. 


OGDENSBURG 

Barney  Whitney,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 14,100 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 3,543 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,292 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 10 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city  : 324,448 

Average  daily  attendance 1,681,025 

Per  cent,  of  dailv  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  73+ 
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Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,884 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  S2-^ 

Number  of  school  buildings 10 

Number  of  sittings 2,444 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 332 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  4,000,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  Septemiber  1^ 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 f29,688.03 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil,  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  16.12 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 27 27 

In  compliance  with  your  request  the  following  is  respectfully 
submitted : 

In  my  report  published  in  your  annual  of  1895,  I  referred  to  the 
attention  given  in  recent  years  by  educators,  teachers  and  profes- 
sional men  to  the  subject  of  penmanship;  to  the  investigations, 
observations  and  experiments  of  the  most  distinguished  bodies 
of  the  medical  profession  and  ablest  educators  of  the  leading 
nations  of  Europe,  their  uniform  condemnation  of  the  slant  and 
recommendation  of  the  vertical  system;  to  the  arguments  so  ex- 
haustively and  repeatedly  set  forth  for  and  against  the  system, 
to  the  yielding  of  the  stubborn  opposition  to  investigation  and 
experiment,  to  extended  observation  and  expenment  in  all  grades 
of  our  own  schools,  to  the  most  careful  examination  of  this  system 
as  taught  in  the  schools  of  Kingston,  Ont.,  and  its  adoption  in 
our  own  schools  —  all  our  teachers  having  gained  complete  mas- 
tery of  the  system,  using  no  other  handwriting  themselves  and 
teaching  no  other  system,  and  the  entire  satisfaction  given  in  all 
grades  of  our  own  schools. 

In  my  report  the  following  year  I  stated  that  another  year's  trial 
fully  confirmed  our  earlier  experience.  It  was  not  my  intention 
to  make  reference  to  the  subject  in  this  communication.  But 
rarely  there  are  yei  found  statements  in  j)ul)lic  print  and  reports 
so  inaccurate*  and  fallacious  that  I  take  occasion  to  refer  to  two 
or  three  of  tliese.  I  copy,  "  Tlie  arguments  in  favor  of  this  inno- 
vation—  vertical  writing  —  are  generally  specious  and  mislead- 
ing. In  the  first  place,  it  is  claimed  tliat  no  other  svstem  is  com- 
patible  with  the  proper  position,  from  a  physiological  point  of 
view,  of  the  pupil's  body  at  the  desk.-'  Then  follows  the  follow- 
ing as  an  argument:  "The  fact  that  heretofore,  pupils  were 
obliged  to  sit  with  the  side  turned  toward  the  desk,  was  due 
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wholly  tQ  the  fact  that  they  were  occupying  double  desks,  and 
that  it  was  impracticable  for  two  persons  to  write  at  such  a 
desk  without  assuming  the  unnatural  and  constrained  position. 
This  evil  is  wholly  eradicated  whenever  single  desks  have  dis- 
placed the  double  ones,  because  the  upright  position  facing  the 
desk  is  a  natural  and  easy  one  for  anyone."    The  italics  are  mine. 

The  admission  that  turning  the  side  toward  the  desk  is  an 
unnatural  and  constrained  position  is,  or  was,  universally  denied 
by  the  advocates  of  slant  writing.  This  is  an  admission  of  one 
of  the  most  important  claims  of  the  opponents  to  slant  writing. 
The  further  admission  that  the  upright  position  facing  the  desk 
is  a  natural  and  easy  one  concedes  one  of  the  most  important 
claims  in  favor  of  vertical  writing.  The  side  turning  is  not  only 
unnatural  and  constrained  but  necessitates  the  raising  of  the  right 
shoulder  above  the  left,  the  leaning  of  the  head  to  one  side  and 
the  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  while  the  front  position,  with 
the  left  arm^  properly  placed  upon  the  desk  and  paper  properly 
placed,  corrects  the  position  of  the  body  in  every  respect.  The 
admissions  made  by  the  critic  concedes  the  whole  question  of 
hygienic  position  as  claimed  by  the  advocates  of  the  vertical  sys- 
tem. But  the  cause  assigned  for  the  side  turning  at  the  desk, 
namely  the  use  «f  double  desks  is  amusing.  Long  before  vertical 
writing  was  introduced  or  advocated  double  desks  were  the  excep- 
tion in  the  school  room.  The  practice  of  turning  the  side  to  the 
desk  has  been  universal  in  all  schools  of  all  grades  without  refer- 
ence to  the  fact  of  double  or  single  desks  wherever  slant  writing 
has  been  used.  This  position  is  inherent  in  the  slant  system. 
The  turning  of  the  side  to  the  desk  has  been  the  practice  and 
requirement  in  teaching  the  slant  for  the  past  350  years,  the 
degree  of  turning  and  slant  of  paper  depending  upon  the  slant 
of  writing  required  which  has  varied  from  10  degrees  to  55  de- 
grees from  a  perpendicular  or  vertical  line,  in  different  localities 
and  countries. 

Again,  "  I  have  looked  very  carefully  at  the  other  claims  made  by 
vertical  writing,  and  am  wholly  convinced  that  this  style  is  en- 
tirely inferior  to  a  good  cursive  hand  in  the  most  important  ele- 
ments, namely,  legibility  and  rapidity." 

In  the  heated  discussions  upon  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
systems  of  writing  in  art  journals  and  by  teachers,  experts  and 
business  men,  the  superiority  of  the  vertical  over  the  slant  system 
in  legibility  has  been  almost  universally  admitted.  The  question 
of  rapidity  has  been  the  last  point  to  concede. 

I  had  great  doubts  upon  this  point.  It,  however,  is  not  a 
theory  or  question  of  opinion.  It  is  a  question  of  fact,  of  experi- 
ence. The  most  rapid  writers  are  those  engaged  in  telegraphy. 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  experts  in  this  profession  write  vertically,  or,  in 
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some  instances,  a  slight  tendency  toward  back-hand.  The  testi- 
mony of  our  teachers  is  that  they  write  the  vertical  more  rapidly 
than  they  did  the  slant,  and  their  pupils  write  more  rapidly  than 
the  pupils  in  the  same  grades  wrote  the  slant.  I  have  no  doubt 
myself  upon  this  point.  When  the  vertical  habit  of  writing  is 
acquired,  we  find  it  a  more  rapid  hand  than  the  slant.  I  believe 
the  testimony  of  other  schools,  where  vertical  writing  is  correctly 
taught,  confirms  our  experience.  As  it  is  much  easier  to  draw 
than  to  push  the  pen,  and  as  three-fourths  of  the  vertical  writing 
is  drawing  the  pen,  and  as  it  is  a  round,  running  continuous  move- 
ment, with  fewest  possible  changes  in  direction,  it  is  much  easier 
and  gives  the  most  natural  and  rapid  movement  possible. 

Again,  the  critic  says,  "  Of  course,  the  adoption  of  the  vertical 
style  of  writing  thoroughly  destroys  the  free-arm  movement,  and 
with  it  all  possibility  of  acquiring  real  rapidity  in  writing. 
Again,  a  genuine  vertical  line  can  not  be  made  with  correctness  un- 
less a  position  of  the  pen  is  assumed  which  immediately  destroys 
all  freedom  of  movement.  Just  as  in  drawing,  in  order  to  make  a 
true,  vertical  line  it  is  necessary  to  turn  the  hand  so  that  it  rests 
on  the  side,  in  order  to  keep  the  growing  line  under  the  control  of 
the  eye  as  well  as  the  hand,  just  so  it  will  be  found  in  vertical 
writing,  that  no  perfect  lines  can  be  made  without  resting  the 
hand  on  the  side." 

The  emphasis  placed  upon  the  free-arm  movement,  like  the  con- 
tinuous writing  of  a  word,  are  extreme  exaggerations.  They  are 
accomplishments  more  adapted  to  shading,  flourishing  and  to  the 
artist,  than  to  the  everyday  desk  work  in  the  office  and  in  the 
school.  Writing  a  word  without  lifting  the  pen  mayor  may  not  add 
to  rapidity.  The  most  rapid  writers  lift  the  pen  most  frequently. 
The  exclusive  use  of  the  so-called  wliole  free-arm  movement, as  prac- 
tised —  insisted  upon  in  many  schools  and  so-called  systems  of 
writing — is  most  mischievous.  Free-arm  movement  has  its  use — 
a  subordinate  one — in  the  school  room.  The  true  movement  is 
the  judicious  combination  and  use  of  the  so-called  finger,  forearm 
and  whole  arm  movement.  The  vertical  system  of  writing,  with 
properly  adjusted  desks,  properly  placing  of  arms,  pamper  and  pen- 
holding,  gives  more  variety  and  freedom  of  movement  than  the 
slant. 

The  comparison  of  the  position  of  the  hands  in  writing  to  the  po- 
sition in  drawing,  is  wholly  inapplicable.  It  never  has  the  po- 
sition in  writing  aesumed  in  vertical  and  oblique  lines  in  drawing. 
The  "  turning  of  the  hand  to  keep  the  growing  line  under  control 
of  the  eye  "  is  never  necessary.  The  proper  placing  of  the  paper 
with  position  of  body  keeps  the  line  as  distinctly  under  control  of 
eye  and  hand  as  in  the  slant.  The  objection  to  turning  the  hand 
arises  out  of  the  unnatural  and  cruel  custom  of  keeping  the  arm 
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flat  in  writing,  and  the  exaggeration  of  the  whole-arm  movement. 
Put  pen  in  the  hand  of  an  untaught  child  and  ask  him  to  write,  and 
he  will  invariably  turn  his  hand  upon  the  side.  He  instinctively 
rebels  against  placing  the  arm  flat,  because  it  is  unnatural.  That 
he  can  finally  acquire  this  position,  only  illustrates  the  fact  that 
he  can  be  trained  to  acquire  unnatural  and  unhealthy  habits. 

The  vast  importance  to  the  teacher  and  pupil  of  a  system  of  writ- 
ing simple,  healthful,  easy  to  learn  and  easy  to  teach  and  suited  also 
to  all  conditions  in  society  and  business  life  can  hardly  be  over  esti- 
mated. It  is  most  fortunate  that  so  much  attention  is  being  given 
to  this  subject.  The  progress  vertical  writing  has  made,  the  changes 
in  views  and  practice  have  few  parallels  in  the  history  of  our 
schools. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  is  producing  excellent  effects, 
and  our  efforts  to  enforce  its  provisions  have  been  reasonably  suc- 
cessful. With  a  total  enrollment  of  2,164,  the  average  attendance 
was  197  greater  than  the  previous  year.  The  increased  membership 
in  the  first  and  second  years  was  but  four  more  than  the  year  pre- 
vious, while  in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
years  the  increase  was  369.  The  increased  attendance  in  these 
years  was  due  almost  wholly  to  the  compulsory  law,  the  children  in 
these  grades  being  amenable  to  the  law.  The  law  is  most  salutary 
in  securing  regularity  of  attendance.  An  accurate  school  census 
was  taken,  arranged  in  five  classes,  including  age,  residence,  name 
of  parent  or  guardian,  street,  number,  etc.  A  complete  history  of 
the  non-attendance  of  every  pupil  in  our  schools  is  kept  in  the  oflQce 
of  the  superintendent.  The  execution  of  the  law  has  been  much 
easier  this  year  than  last.  The  most  serious  need  is  a  place  for  con- 
finement and  reformation  for  incorrigiblee.  Villages  and  small 
cities  can  not  meet  the  expense  of  such  local  institutions.  There 
are  not  sufQcient  number  of  incorrigibles  to  justify  the  expense. 
The  only  remedy,  I  can  see,  is  for  the  State  to  establish  in  con- 
venient localities  such  institutions  under  the  immediate  control  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  efforts  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  secure  in- 
creased qualiflcatlons  of  teachers  met  a  hearty  response  by  our 
board  of  education.  They  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  in  Octo- 
ber, 1895 — "  That  hereafter  no  application  of  new  teachers  will  be 
entertained  unless  the  application  is  accompanied  by  a  professional 
training  class  certiflcate,  or  an  equivalent  to  be  decided  by  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction."  In  November  following,  they 
unanimously  adopted  the  three  years'  course  of  academic  study  ap- 
proved by  the  State  Department,  and  later,  the  professional  course 
approved  by  the  same  authority  for  these  classes.  The  training 
class,  two  terms,  was  organized  under  chapter  1031.    Every  gradu- 
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ate  of  this  class  is  successfully  teaching  in  the  rural  schools  save 
one,  who  is  assistant  in  a  private  kindergarten. 

Two-thirds  of  our  entire  corps  of  teachers  attended  the  Thousand 
Island  Park  Summer  Institute.  Their  selection  of  work  was 
almost  wholly  from  the  professional  course.  The  excellent  mstruc- 
tion  given,  the  effort  of  instructors  and  conductor  to  meet  the 
wants  of  teachers,  their  cordial  and  genial  manner  merited  and 
received  the  approval  of  all  the  members  of  the  institute.  Our 
teachers  devoted  their  time,  faithfully,  enthusiastically,  to  the 
work,  and  left  the  park  wiser  and  healthier.  The  beneficial  results 
of  the  instruction  given,  the  influence  of  the  contact  with  other 
teachers,  and  the  inspiration  received  are  most  marked  in  the  work 
of  our  teachers  the  new  year.  One  of  the  direct  results  of  the 
institute  was  a  voluntary  arrangement  made  by  our  teachers  with 
Mrs.  Blair,  teacher  of  physical  culture  at  the  park,  for  a  course 
of  instruction,  meeting  every  school  day  for  drill  from  4.15  to  5  p 
m.,  with  reviews  on  Saturdays.  Every  member  of  our  corps,  save 
four,  and  the  members  of  the  training  class,  took  the  instruction, 
meeting  the  expense  themselves.  As  a  result,  physical  culture  is 
in  successful  operation  in  all  our  schools  from  the  lowest  primary 
to  and  including  the  academy. 

The  act  providing  for  visual  instruction  by  means  of  pictorial 
representations  and  lectures  in  the  schools  has  proved  highly  sat- 
isfactory. The  apparatus  and  views  are  excellent.  They  appeal 
in  a  striking  manner  to  the  eye,  give  and  deepen  impressions  that 
can  be  made  in  no  other  way.  These  lectures  have  proved  highly 
satisfactory  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  as  well 
as  in  the  academy.  Our  plan  is  to  require  written  reports  of  thetsje 
lectures  in  these  grades.  These  reports  are  models  of  excellence 
In  correctness  of  description  and  accuracy  of  reproduction  of  ex- 
planations given.  These  illustrated  talks  offer  the  very  best  means 
for  drill  in  composition. 


OLE  AN 

Fox  HoLDEN,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 12,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,671 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  ac:e 2,189 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city * 325,791 

Average  daily  attendance 1,679 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  76.7 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,788 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  94.6 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 2,100 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 155 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal (3,209,215 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 148,952.58 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes»  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f22.26 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none ;  private,  none . ,  None 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none None 

In  submitting  the  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the 
city  of  Olean,  for  the  year  1895-96,  I  am  obliged  to  state  that  our 
echools  have  been  carried  on  under  great  inconvenience  and  em- 
barrassment, due  to  the  lack  of  proper  accommodations.  In  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  year  we  found  the  building  greatly  overcrowded  by 
reason  of  the  increase  in  school  population  and  a  diily  rigorous  en- 
forcement of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law.  Steps  had  already 
been  taken  toward  the  erection  of  an  additional  school  building, 
when  one  of  our  larger  buildings  in  which  was  located  the  oflQoe  of 
the  board  of  education  and  superintendent,  together  with  the  free 
text-book  library,  was  burned.  This  necessitated  the  quartering 
of  a  large  number  of  pupils  in  temporary  apartments,  and  subjected 
pupils  and  teachers  to  the  loss  of  much  apparatus  and  school  ap- 
pliances which  could  not  be  well  supplied  to  isolated  rooms. 
The  board  of  education,  however,  undertook  the  work  of  supplying  us 
with  additional  buildings  with  comnrendable  promptness,  and  have 
prosecuted  the  same  with  great  zeal ;  and,  I  am  happy  to  report,  we 
have  now  nearly  ready  for  occupancy,  three  excellent  new  school 
buildings,  costing  respectively,  f 26,000,  $21,000  and  f  15,000.  These 
buildings  are  thoroughly  modern  in  all  their  equipments,  of  fine 
architeotural  design,  and  in  every  way  adequate  to  our  requirements. 

Notwithstanding  these  unfortimate  conditions  the  work  of  the 
schools  have  in  no  way  retrograded,  but  rather  have  appeared  in 
some  degree  to  advance  in  efficiency. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  enforced  with  no  great 
difficulty.  The  chief  cause  of  non-attendance,  we  have  found,  has 
been  the  lack  of  suitable  clothing.  But  this  want  has  been  remedied 
by  a  systematic  contribution  of  cast-off  clothing  by  the  well  to  do 
pupils.  These  supplies  have  been  collected  at  the  central  school 
buildings  and  distributed  by  the  teachers  as  occasions  of  need  arise. 
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At  the  same  time,  we  have  been  careful  to  make  compulsory  at- 
tendance apply  only  to  exceptional  cases.  In  seeking  to  fiecore 
regular  attendance  our  teachers  endeavor  to  reach  the  higher  mo- 
tives of  voluntary  action,  prompted  by  ambition,  the  desire  of  knowl- 
edge or  sense  of  duty  among  the  pupils. 

After  a  trial  of  two  years,  the  free  text-book  system  has  worked 
most  successfully.  The  extra  burden  of  taxation  has  proved  to  be 
light;  the  books  have  been  well  preserved;  pupils  have  been 
promptly  supplied;  while  the  school  authorities  have  enjoyed  i)er- 
fect  freedom  in  the  selection  of  new  books  and  in  discarding  in- 
ferior publications. 


OSWEGO 
George  E.  Bullis,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  81,  1896  (estimated) 25,000 

Scfhool  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 6,590 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,728 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 535,961 

Average  daily  attendance 2,777 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  74 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,956 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  94 

Number  of  school  buildings 14 

Number  of  sittings  (estimated) 4,000 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 246 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal 19,529,990 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $54,625.93 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  14.65 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools ^ 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate   No  data 

Our  school  work  for  the  past  year  moved  pleasantly,  although 
increasing  in  quantity.  More  pupils  are  entering  each  year  and 
additional  teachers  have  been  employed. 

The  visual  instruction  by  means  of  the  stereopticon  waa  regnl- 
arly  given  by  the  superintendent,  and  the  teachers  think  it  aids 
the  pupils  in  their  work. 
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Our  school  libraries  of  carefully  selected  books  are  growing 
steadily,  and  the  books  are  being  more  and  more  appreciated  by 
teachers  and  pupils.  This  year  a  pedagogical  library  for  teachers 
has  been  started  and  we  hope  will  thrive  by  use  and  additions. 

The  attendance  ofQcer  began  his  labors  in  January  and  has  done 
exceptionally  well.  One  hundred  and  fifty-six  pupils  were  placed 
in  their  proper  schools  while  it  became  necessary  to  send  away 
from  home  five  boys.  T^e  effect  of  the  law  thus  far  has  been 
excellent. 

Last  March  a  two  days'  institute  was  held  here  by  the  State 
Department,  and  our  teachers  pronounced  it  a  great  success.  So 
well  pleased  were  they  with  Messrs.  Downing  and  Stout,  also  with 
Miss  Eggleston  of  the  State  Department,  and  Mr.  Newlands  of 
Kingston,  Canada,  that  they  unanimously  requested  a  similar  term 
of  instruction  this  year.  The  attendance  of  teachers  including 
those  from  parochial  schools,  from  the  normal,  from  surrounding 
villages  and  our  own  teachers  aggregated  over  150. 
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Edward  Burgess,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 23,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 4,712 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age. 3,266 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 447,552 

Average  daily  attendance 2,368 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  72.5 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,723 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  83 . 

Number  of  school  buildings 11 

Number  of  sittings 2,700 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 250 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |12,717,535 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 167,350.48 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |20.62 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. .  1 
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ROOHESTBR 

Milton  Noyes,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 100,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years)  July  31,  1896 20,800 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 22,357 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  yeai's  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   161 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 3,308,599 

Average  daily  attendance 17,230 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  76J 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 18,416 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  93^ 

Number  of  school  buildings  owned  by  city 37 

Number  of  other  buildings  occupied  by  city,  rented, 

etc ! 10 

Number  of  sittings 19,944 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 741 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  105,945,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 |498,067.9I 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en-* 

rolled,  based  on  net  enrollment f 22.12 

Number  of  evening  schools 4 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 1,705 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  11;  private  4 15 

Number  of  pupite  in  kindergartens,  public,  1.972 ;  pri- 
vate, 150 2,122 

The  present  condition  of  Rochester  public  schools  denotes  an 
increase  of  about  800  pupils  during  the  past  year.  There  are  at 
present  45  school  organizations,  in  addition  to  the  truant  school. 
The  latter  has  been  in  operation  since  April,  1895,  and  receives 
inmates,  properly  committed,  from  various  counties  in  the  State. 
Our  schools  now  have  23,000  pupils  registered,  a  force  of  660 
teachers  and  the  aggregate  attendance  last  year  was  3,308,599  days. 

The  State  training  class  has  a  maximum  membership  of  25.  This 
city  cordially  approves  the  measures  taken  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent to  increase  the  standard  of  teachers^  professional  require- 
ments. The  board  of  education  has  complied  strictly  with  the  State 
regulations  in  exacting  legal  requirements  of  all  applicants  for 
teachers'  positions.  As  our  schools  have  doubled  in  number  and  in 
attendance  during  the  past  sixteen  years,  the  necessity  is  greater 
for  placing  live  teachers  in  control. 
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During  the  pajst  year  Rochester  has  carefully  observed  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Compulsory  Education  Act,  the  Biennial  Census  Act, 
the  Physiology  and  Hygiene  Law,  and  the  State  Uniform  Exami- 
nation System  respecting  teachers. 

Our  course  of  study  has  been  modified,  and  now  embraces  the 
study  of  United  States  history  (3  years),  drawing  in  all  departments, 
civil  government  and  algebra.  Writing  lessons  in  all  grades  every 
day  and  reading  has  been  given  a  prominent  place.  We  believe 
in  adhering  closely  to  the  essentials  of  language,  geography,  spell- 
ing and  arithmetic.  Our  upper  grades  have  cultivated  some  special 
lines  in  English  and  history,  and  have  inspected  the  manufacturing 
and  industrial  establishments  of  this  prosperous  city.  Rochester 
is  the  home  of  free  scholarships,  and  presents,  as  a  university  town, 
educational  inducements  not  exceeded  by  any  city  of  the  Empire 
State.  We  have  twelve  kindergartens  connected  with  our  public 
schools,  embracing  a  membership  of  2,000  pupils.  Last  winter  four 
evening  schools  were  maintained,  with  a  registry  of  1,700  pupils. 

Among  the  changes  of  the  year  may  be  mentioned  an  improve- 
ment in  substituting  certain  text-books,  lengthening  the  daily 
sessions,  reducing  the  force  of  teachers,  dismissing  unqualified 
instructors,  re-examination  of  all  teachers  holding  second-grade 
certificates,  lengthening  the  five  high  school  courses  to  four  yeann 
each,  adding  certain  grades  in  ward  schools  and  securing  a  uniform 
basis  for  all  schools  in  matters  of  discipline  and  instruction. 
In  all  these  changes  we  have  had  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  boardl  of  education,  which  latter  body  is,  by  local  law,  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  the  operation  of  our  city  public  schools. 
Expenses  have  been  reduced  and  methods  of  instruction  have  been 
improved/ 

We  are  particularly  gratified  by  the  changes  insisted  upon  by 
the  State  Department  relating  to  the  amendment  of  the  Compul- 
sory Education  Act  and  attendance  officers,  high  school  courses, 
temperance  instruction  and  training  class  regulations.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  these  changes  are  made  to  be  observed.  If 
rural  schools  would  regulate  the  commencement  and.  duration 
of  their  terms,  their  courses  of  study  and  their  examinations  to 
correspond  with  city  schools  in  those  respects,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble, greater  good  would  ensue. 

We  favor  a  further  departure  in  State  legislation  by  conferring 
upon  the  State  Superintendent  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  matter 
of  appointment  of  all  teachers  in  this  State.  It  is  conceded  that 
the  appointing  power  varies  in  various  localities.  Local  influences 
dominate  the  selection  of  teachers  irrespective  of  questions  of  quali- 
fication. Whenever  tlie  schools  are  afflicted  with  improper  appoint- 
mentsthereshould  exist  the  right  of  appeal  granted  by  statute  taken 
by  the  head  of  the  local  department  to  the  State  Superintendent. 
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The  Legislature  would  do  well  to  confer  absolute  jurisdiction 
upon  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  covering  courses 
of  study;  topics  to  be  pursued  and  the  extent  to  which  they 
shall  be  followed  according  to  varying  grades  in  different  com- 
munities. In  short,  that  Department  should  be  clothed  with 
authority  in  matters  of  general  and  specific  detail  which  the  good 
of  the  public  school  service  demands. 


ROME 

W.  D.  Manro,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 15,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 2,157 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,830 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city  266,315 

Average  daily  attendance 1,389 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  76 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership 

Number  of  school  buildings 8 

Number  of  sittings 2,013 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 220 

Assessed  valuation  of  city^  real  and  personal 14,072,017 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 131,607.33 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment {17.27 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  privatfe,  2. . .  2 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 50 50 


SCHENEOTADY 

S.  B.  Howe,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 23,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 5,278 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,000 
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Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 410,294 

Average  daily  attendance 2,159 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  72 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,399 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  90 

Number  of  school  buildings 7 

Number  of  sittings 2,800 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 280 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal (9,999,985 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  189^ 143,663.18 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment *|12.92 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1;  private,  1 2 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  43;  pri^ 

vate,  25 68 

After  laboring  for  several  years  to  accomplish  the  nearly  im- 
possible task  of  constructing  |100,000  worth  of  school  buildings 
with  a  special  appropriation  of  only  |50,000,  the  efforts  of  the 
school  authorities  during  the  i)ast  year  were  directed  to  certain 
needed  improvements  in  the  school  curriculum. 

For  Ek)me  years  the  addition  of  public  kindei^artens  to  our 
echool  system  was  under  consideration.  Until  last  year  lack  of 
funds  prevented  the  experiment.  At  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year  in  September,  1895,  one  kindergarten  was  opened  under  the 
direction  of  an  accomplished  graduate  of  the  kindergarten  de- 
partment of  the  Albany  High  School.  It  became  immediately 
popular  and  was  a  decided  success  for  the  entire  year.  A  demand 
for  more  was  created  and  at  least  one  more  will  be  opened  during 
the  next  year.  Others  will  be  established  as  fast  as  the  neces- 
sary funds  can  be  provided. 

Lessons  in  physical  culture  were  given  during  the  year  in  all 
the  grades  below  the  high  school  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  C. 
P.  Linhart,  the  director  of  physical  culture  in  Union  College. 
The  work  laid  out  by  him  will  be  continued,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  x)os8ible  in  the  future  to  secure  a  sufficient  appropria- 
tion to  enable  us  to  make  a  special  teacher  of  this  branch  perma- 
nent in  our  schools. 


*Am  14,900  was  expended  for  additions  to  a  school  It  is  not  included  in  ayerace. 
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For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  schools  a  special  teacher 
of  drawing  was  employed.  Heretofore  this  branch  had  been 
taught  only  by  the  regular  teachers  and  with  success  not  at  all 
uniform.  Under  the  direction  of  the  special  teacher  the  work 
was  made  uniform  throughout  the  schools  and  the  advance 
as  shown  in  the  public  exhibition  given  near  the  close  of  the 
school  year  was  very  marked.  We  expect  still  greater  results 
during  the  coming  year. 

If  there  has  been  any  opposition  to  this  law  it  has  not  come  to 
my  knowledge.  All  violations  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  employers 
of  labor  have  been  unintentional,  and  in  each  case  of  such  viola- 
tion the  employer  has  cheerfully  complied  with  the  law  as  soon 
as  his  attention  was  called  to  its  provisions.  The  weak  spot  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  is  the  lack  of  truant  schools,  supported 
entirely  by  the  State,  and  so  distributed  as  to  be  easy  of  access, 
to  which  ineorrigibles  may  be  sent  without  the  intervention  of 
any  unnecessary^  red  tape.  The  smaller  cities  can  not  afford  to 
establish  truant  schools;  and  while  making  contracts  with  other 
cities  for  the  care  of  truants  is  permissive  and  not  mandatory, 
school  authorities  will  be  reluctant  to  incur  the  expense  of  such 
contracts. 


SYRACUSE 
A.  B.  Blodgett,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated),  city 

directory 120,127 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 25,000 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 17,849 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens    206 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 2,666,592 

Average  daily  attendance 13,536 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  .758 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 14^61 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  .956 

Number  of  school  buildings 32 

Number  of  sittings 15,827 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 1,268 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |64,885,800 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 
1895,  to  September  1, 1896 1343,267.11 
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Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |19.23 

Number  of  evening  schools 3 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 303 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  5;  private,  3 8 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  318;  pri- 
vate, 90 408 

Number  of  teachers  in  all  the  schools 367 

Number  of  pupils  per  teacher  on  number  belonging. .  38.69 

A  comparative  table  of  the  above  items,  compiled  from-  the  re- 
ports of  the  school  superintendents  of  the  State,  giving,  as  it  will,  a 
uniform  basis  of  comparison,  will  be  of  great  value  and  an  interest- 
ing feature  of  the  report  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction. It  covers  features  and  facts  touching  general  school 
supervision  which  many  of  us  have  long  desired  to  have  at  hand. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  and  because  it  may  be  helpful  as  well  as 
interesting  to  other  localities  where  school  authorities  are  main- 
taining or  expect  to  maintain  schools  in  line  with  the  provisions  of 
the  CJompulsory  Attendance  Law,  I  submit  statistics  regarding 
attendance  and  expense  of  the  local  truant  school  for  the  past  year, 
as  follows: 

Number  of  teachers 1 

Number  of  sittings 30 

Number  of  different  pupils  registered 77 

Average  daily  attendance 13 

Cost 

Truant  officer  (year) |900  00 

"Teacher,  eight  and  one-half  months 426  25 

Custodian 579  93 

Fuel  and  lights 79  87 

Repairs 566  47 

Rent 600  00 

Board  of  inmates 1,007  97 

Text-books 56  61 

Supplies,  clothing,  etc 546  63 

14,763  73 

Cost  per  pupil  on  average  daily  attendance |366  44 


The  figures  are  somewhat  startling,  yet  we  can  not  see,  undor 
present  conditions,  how  the  expense  can  be  less  for  the  coming  year. 
Some  superintendent  may  ask  the  question, "  Does  it  pay?"   Yes,  it 
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does,  and  I  had  almost  said  "  A  thousand  fold."  Surely  any  ex- 
pense is  proper  in  taking  from  the  streets,  from  the  slums,  and 
from  a  multitude  of  improper  and  vitiating  surroundings,  the  boys 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  go  their  own  way.  While  the  at- 
tendants of  the  school  have  profited  very  materially,  and  give  prom- 
ise of  better  things,  the  deterrent  effect  has  perhaps  been  the  most 
salient  feature  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

A  large  number  of  applications  have  been  received  from  other 
cities  and  towns  of  the  State  asking  us  to  receive  truants,  but  it 
has  been  impossible  for  us  to  care  for  more  than  our  own. 

To  my  mind  the  best  results  can  be  and  will  only  be  obtained 
when  the  State  can  see  its  way  to  establish  several  truant  schools 
under  the  control  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  all  the  children  who  would  be  benefited  by  be- 
ing placed  in  sucb  institutions^  can  not  now  be  accommodated. 
Smaller  cities  and  towns,  as  well  as  the  country  districts,  can  not 
maintain  a  school  that  shall  meet  the  provisions  of  one  of  the  best 
laws  that  was  ever  enacted  for  the  welfare  of  the  careless  and 
viciously  inclined  children  of  the  commonwealth. 

An  increase  of  1,192  pupils  in  the  year  called  for  an  increase  of 
31  teachers,  the  totals  being  17,849  and  367,  respectively.  Four 
new  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  even  with 
the  increased  accommodations  thus  afforded,  we  shall  be  sorely 
pressed  for  room  the  coming  year. 

Wehavehopes  that  the  visual  instruction  as  inaugurated  through 
the  sturdy  efforts  of  Prof.  Albert  S.  Bickmore,  will  meet  his  fullest 
anticipations,  and  bring  to  the  schools  all  that  he  so  ardently  de- 
sires. It  is  my  experience,  however,  that  in  order  to  properly  pre- 
sent this  class  of  school  work  to  a  large  system  of  schools,  that  the 
one  who  explains  the  views  must  devote  considerable  time  to  care- 
ful preparation  upon  each  lecture  presented.  The  prepared  manu- 
scripts, as  such,  are  of  great  value,  but  in  the  dry  reading  of  tbem 
as  the  views  are  presented,  the  lectures  lose  much  of  their  educa- 
tional value.  I  am  satisfied  that  properly  to  present  this  instruc- 
tion to  teachers  and  students,  for  whom  it  is  intended  in  a  city  of 
the  size  of  Syracuse,  will  require  the  services  of  an  active,  intel- 
ligent man  who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the 
work. 

For  the  past  six  years  this  city  has  maintained  a  class  for  the 
training  of  teachers  that  has  covered  the  course  recently  pre- 
scribed by  the  State  Department.  We  can  report,  then,  what  we 
believe  will  be  the  experience  of  other  localities:  That  our  well- 
equipped  training?  class  is  the  strongest  factor  ever  employed  for 
the  upbuilding  of  the  school  work  of  our  city  public  schools. 
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TROY 

John  H.  Willets,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 65,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 12,000 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 6,748 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 931,965 

Average  daily  attendance 4,999 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  74 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 6,266 

Per  cent,  of  dally  attendance  on  average  membership,  94.9 

Number  of  school  buildings,  .i 17 

Number  of  sittings 6,125 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 253 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |47,958,787 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September^  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896. |151,362.85 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f22.43 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 45 45 

Our  school  accommodations  were  increased  by  the  erection  of  two 
new  buildings,  one  an  almost  exact  reproduction  of  a  building 
burned  shortly  after  being  occupied  two  years  ago,  and  the  other  in 
place  of  a  building  also  burned.  These  buildings  accommodate  out- 
lying districts  and  supply  a  need  which  has  existed  for  some  time. 
Our  desire  for  a  new  high  school  building  has  not  yet  been  gratified. 

Our  course  of  study  below  high  school  was  considerably  modified 
and  improved.  A  revision  of  the  high  school  course  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  fall  term  is  probable. 

Prof.  Wells  was  employed  a  part  of  the  year  to  give  instruction 
in  writing.    The  classes  made  great  advancement  in  this  subject. 

The  adoption  of  the  uniform  examinations  was  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  us,  although  wo,  in  common  with  other  cities  of  the  State 
will  not  have  much  use  for  them  after  the  first  of  next  year. 

Our  training  class,  which  was  the  first  one  organized  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Troy  schools,  was  highly  successful.    We  were  extremely 
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fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Ella  M.  Brigham  as 
teacher,  under  whose  able  management  nearly  all  of  the  class  of  24 
passed  the  required  examinations  and  received  their  certificates. 

Visual  instruction  was  given  in  accordance  with  directions,  and 
was  popular  with  both  teachers  and  pupils.  Next  to  visiting  the  lo- 
calities and  objects  of  interest  it  is  the  most  helpful  way  of  acquaint- 
ing the  young  people  with  them.  With  us  visual  instruction  has 
ceased  to  be  an  experiment,  and  is  looked  upon  as  an  actual  neces- 
sity in  supplying  a  long-felt  want  in  the  instruction  in  the  branches 
which  it  is  intended  to  assist. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  was  enforced  as  well  as  could  be 
expected,  without  a  truant  school.  Until  provision  is  made  for 
the  disposition  of  those  who  are  unfit  to  enter  the  regular  classes, 
the  law  will  be  only  partially  and  unsatisfactorily  enforced.  Three 
attendance  officers  were  employed  until  March  1st,  and  two  since 
that  time.  The  report  of  this  work  has  been  forwarded  to  the  De- 
partment. 


UTICA 

George  Griffith,  Superintendent 

Papulation  of  city,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 51,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 11,220 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 7,066 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 242 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of    . 

city 1,075,121 

Average  daily  attendance 5,510.6 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  78 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 6,40  o 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  86 

Number  of  school  buildings 20 

Number  of  sittings 7,071 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 419 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |19,178,309 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 (a)  |170,119.47,  (b)  128,509.87 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, baaed  on  net  enrollment (a)  |21.18  (b)  15.97 

Number  of  evening  schools 4 


(a)  IncIudlDfl:  new  buildings  and  sites. 
0>)  Excluding  new  buildings  and  sites. 
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Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 663 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  10;  private,  7 17 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  746;  pri- 
vate, 137 883 

In  addition  to  the  above  statistics,  the  following  may  be  of  some 
help  in  judging  of  the  condition  of  the  Utica  schools.  The  following 
plans  have  been  tried  during  the  last  year  or  two,  and  have  all 
proven  beneficial  to  our  schools. 

(1.)  Permanent  tenure  of  office  for  teachers.  We  have  no  more 
annual  re-election  of  teachers. 

(2.)  Regular  classes  of  teachers  for  pedagogical  study  along  spe- 
cific lines.  Membership  in  these  classes  is  in  nearly  all  cases  optional 
with  the  teachers.  Generally  two  different  lines  of  work  are  carried 
along  on  alternate  weeks.  Teachers  are  advised  to  take  only  one 
class  a  year.  These  classes  have  ranged  in  membership  from  SO  to 
120.  The  classes  during  the  past  year  were  in  "  Child  Study  '^  and 
"  Scripture's  Thinking,  Feeling,  Doing."  After  four  years  of  ex- 
perience I  am  satisfied  no  other  line  of  work  we  have  carried  on  has 
done  so  much  to  broaden,  strengthen  and  generally  improve  our 
teachers. 

(3.)  Promotion  of  pupils  from  grade  to  grade  and  from  school  to 
school  upon  the  judgment  of  the  teacher  and  principal.'  Last  June 
all  pupils,  even  those  who  entered  the  high  school,  were  promoted 
solely  upon  the  judgment  of  the  teacher  and  principal,  carefully 
formed  and  recorded.  Regents'  examinations,  which  we  continue 
to  take  in  all  the  branches,  are  allowed  only  to  those  pupils  whom 
teachers  and  principal  certify  are  worthy  of  promotion;  and  such 
are  promoted  irrespective  of  the  results  of  Regents'  examinations. 
This  position  has  been  reached  by  successive  steps,  each  justifying 
itself  by  results,  and  making  us  more  confident  in  taking  the  next 
step.  Teachers  thus  trusted  have  shown  themselves  worthy  the 
trust,  more  just  decisions  have  resulted,  less  complaints  have  come 
from  parents,  stronger  classes  have  been  promoted,  and  almost  un- 
mixed good  has  resulted  to  the  schools  in  general,  as  a  result  of  this 
breaking  of  another  shackle  from  our  school  system. 

Last  year  we  tried  vertical  writing  in  four  primary  departments. 
We  liked  the  results  so  well  that  we  extend  its  use  this  year  to  all 
primary  departments,  and  two  entire  schools. 

Systematic  correlation  of  all  or  nearly  all  school  work  around 
centres  in  nature  study  or  literature  has  also  spread  with  good  re- 
sults in  our  primary  schools. 

Thenumber  of  ourpublic  kindergartens  increases  as  fast  as  room 
can  be  made  for  them.  With  a  large  and  efficient  kindergarten 
training  school  (as  yet  under  private  auspices)  with  a  strong  kinder- 
garten association,  with  several  good  private  kindergartens,  with 
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10  free  public  kindergartens,  Utica  can  confidently  clainoL  to  have 
become  one  of  the  leading  kindergarten  centres  ol  the  Sta/te. 

Field  work  by  entire  geography  classes  has  been  tried  by  several 
schools  and  will  be  continued  and  extended.  Historical  pilgrim- 
ageSy  on  a  small  scale,  have  been  taken  to  some  of  the  intereBting 
historical  localities  of  the  vicinity.  Bodies  of  teachers  have  also 
had  similar  excursions  under  direction  of  a  specialist.  All  this 
adds  new  interest  to  these  studies  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  judge,  has  proven  an  unmixed  good. 

Three  of  the  four  lectures,  for  which  slides  and  notes  were  sent 
us  from  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  city, 
were  delivered  as  follows: 

Time*  Atteiid- 

Title  of  leotare  giTen 


Niagara  Falls 12  5^15 

Manhattan  Island 7  6,500 

Oatskills  and  Adirondacks 5  3,730 

Total 24  15,146 


The  cost  to  the  city  for  electrical  lantern,  hall  hire,  electricity 
and  gas,  printing,  and  assistant's  salary  was  f290.  The  lectures 
were  given  in  the  evening  in  public  halls  in  different  parts  of  the 
city.  Each  evening  was  assigned  to  certain  schools,  and  parents 
and  friends  as  well  as  older  students  attended.  Some  were  given 
on  holidays  for  the  general  public.  Considerable  interest  was 
shown  and  good  resulted. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  our  la»t  year's  work  baa 
been  in  connection  with  reading  in  our  new  course  of  study.  As 
was  stated  in  my  last  year's  report :  "  Regular  school  readers  are 
used  only  as  far  as  fourth  readers.  Above  this,  standard  works 
of  history,  science,  travels,  general  literature,  etc.,  are  to  be  read 
and  studied.  This  reading  is  to  be  done  as  an  aid  to  other  studies, 
as  well  as  for  furnishing  an  opportunity  for  necessary  training  in 
reading.  Two  other  courses  of  reading  are  planned  —  one  by  the 
teacher  to  the  pupils  in  the  first  to  sixth  grades^  and  one  by  the 
pupils  of  second  to  ninth  grades  outside  of  school  hours."  The 
suggested  course  of  reading  by  the  pupils  outside  of  school  hours 
was  from  a  recommended  list  of  books  which  were  arranged  along 
four  distinct  lines,  history,  science,  travels,  and  general  literature, 
and  were  classified  by  grades.  Pupils  of  second  and  third  grades 
were  urged,  not  strictly  required,  to  read  two  books  each  per  year, 
and  those  of  the  fourth  to  ninth  grades,  four  books  each  per  year. 
After  reading  a  book  the  pupils  discussed  it  with  the  teacher,  and 
thus  opportunity  was  afforded  for  the  teacher  to  know  and  guide 
to  a  large  extent  the  reading  of  the  pupils.    Some  schools  added 
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<;opies  of  the  suggested  books  to  their  ^'  children's  libraries,"  and 
many  parents  were  only  too  glad  to  buy  some  for  their  children; 
but  the  great  source  of  supply  was  the  pnblic  library.  The  library 
managers  united  most  heartily  in  the  plan  and  immediately  spent 
4»eyeral  hundred  dollars  in  placing  upon  the  shelves  from  four  to 
twelve  copies  of  each  book  of  the  course.  This  year  many  more 
will  be  added  to  the  public  library,  and  probably  copies  will  be 
placed  in  each  of  the  schools  as  a  part  of  the  school  library. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  good  reading  secured  in  this  way 
may  be  inferred  from  a  few  statistics.  Whole  number  of  books 
read  by  pupils  and  discussed  with  the  teacher  12,502;  average 
number  per  pupil^  2.93.  Of  the  body  of  pupils,  18  per  cent,  read 
none;  32  per  cent,  read  less  than  the  recommended  number;  21 
X>er  cent,  read  the  recommended  number,  and  29  per  cent,  read 
more  than  the  recommended  number.  How  such  reading  will 
affect  the  tastes  and  future  reading  of  the  children  may  easily  be 
inferred.  Nor  is  its  influence  confined  to  the  pupils,  for  there  have 
many  cases  come  to  our  notice  where  whole  families  have  been 
affected.  The  following  are  quotations  from  principals'  repoirts 
sent  to  me  at  the  close  of  the  school  year.  They  speak  more 
eloquently  than  any  comments  I  can  make:  ''The  books  were 
read  aloud  at  home."  "  Father  said,  *  He  never  knew  such  books 
could  be  had  at  the  library/  "  "  We  have  read  many  other  good 
books."  "  Several  mothers  have  said,  *  We  all  read  the  books. 
We  did  not  know  there  were  such  interesting  books  for  children 
until  they  were  brought  home  to  us.  We  can't  wait  for  one 
another  to  finish.' "  "  Several  boys  have  told  me  that  they  never 
cared  for  history  until  this  year,  and  now  they  prefer  histories  to 
all  other  books."  "  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  took  away  20 
bad  dime  novels.  Since  our  school  library  has  been  used  and  the 
children  have  had  access  to  the  city  library,  the  bad  literature 
has  entirely  disappeared.  Thirty  children  have  reported  that  their 
parents  have  read  their  books  at  home.  One  papa  read  Editha's 
Burglar  three  times  and  sent  word  that  it  was  the  first  book  he  had 
read  in  years."  "  Whole  families  have  read  and  enjoyed  books 
drawn  by  pupils.  Many  a  boy  who  formerly  spent  his  evenings 
on  the  streets,  now  spends  them  at  home  reading." 

We  hope  to  continue  this  work  and  doubtless  will  be  able  to 
improve  its  details  from  year  to  year. 

[The  report  of  Superintendent  Griffith  on  child  study  in  the  Utica 
schools  will  be  found  under  Child  Study,  exhibit  No.  17.] 

Building  operations  are  quite  extensive  in  our  school  department 
this  year.  One  building  has  been  entirely  remodeled  and  nearly 
doubled  in  size  at  a  cost  of  |8,500;  a  manual  training  building  at 
a  cost  of  12.500,  a  four-room  building  at  a  cost  of  about  |7,500, 
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and  a  lO-room  building  at  a  cost  of  nearly  |30,000,  are  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  an  academy  building  that  will  cost,  when  completed, 
between  |130,000  and  |140,000,  is  well  under  way.  This,  for  one 
year  in  a  city  the  size  of  Utica,  shows  considerable  educational 
enterprise,  we  believe. 

The  plans  for  our  new  academy  are  unique  for  New  York,  at 
least,  and  we  can  learn  of  only  one  other  building  anywhere  at 
all  similar  to  the  one  we  are  erecting.  This  is  the  new  high  school 
building  soon  to  be  erected  in  Springfield,  Mass.  Floor  plans  and 
elevation  views  of  our  building  will  be  sent  for  publication  in 
connection  with  this  report.  The  building  will  amply  accommo- 
date 650  pupils  and  its  utmost  capacity  will  exceed  800.  Every- 
thing that  is  needed  for  a  model  high  school  building  is  planned 
for.    A  fuller  description  may  be  given  another  year. 

With  a  brief  notice  of  our  most  important  new  departure  of  the 
year  I  will  close  this  report.  After  wide  investigation  and  mature 
consideration,  our  board  decided  last  May  to  introduce  manual 
training  into  our  schools.  A  beginning  has  been  made  this  fall; 
|6,500  has  been  appropriated  for  the  purpose  and  with  this  we 
shall  teach  sewing  to  the  girls,  and  knife  work  in  wood  to  the  boys, 
of  grades  5  and  6;  and  cooking  to  the  girls,  and  elementary  car- 
pentry to  the  boys,  of  grades  7  and  8.  About  1,600  pupils  will 
thus  be  reached.  Four  special  teachers  are  employed  at  a  com- 
bined salary  of  |3^450.  We  expect  to  need  nearly  |3,000  in  pro- 
viding outfits  and  material.  Sewing  and  knife  work  will  be  done 
in  the  regular  school  rooms.  Desk  covers  are  provided  for  the 
knife  work.  Small  saws,  Sloyd  knives,  try-squares,  etc.,  are  pro- 
vided in  sufficient  numbers  for  a  class  in  each  of  the  14  schools 
where  it  is  to  be  taught.  The  cooking  and  carpentry  work  are 
to  be  taught  in  a  building  erected  and  equipped  for  the  purpose. 

Our  plans  anticipate  the  development  of  the  work  in  coming 
years  into  lines  of  advanced  work.  As  soon  as  the  new  building  is 
ready  for  our  high  school  we  hope  to  use  the  present  academy 
building  for  a  manual  training  high  school.  But  of  this  we  expect 
to  report  in  the  future.  The  fundamental  principle  upon  which 
we  have  started  is  that  manual  training  is  essential  to  any  com- 
plete education.  We  shall  teach  it  for  its  educational  value  and 
from  its  educational  side.  Hence  we  start  it  in  the  lower  grades. 
Therefore,  all  of  our  teachers  are  such  as  we  know  to  be  successful 
teachers  first  and  manual  training  teachers  afterwards.  Hence 
all  pupils  in  the  grades  chosen  are  to  take  it  regularly.  We 
shall  not  look  so  much  to  the  things  produced  as  to  the  effect 
on  the  boys  and  girls  of  whose  education  we  are  making  this  an 
Integral  part. 
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WATERTOWN 

William  G.  Williams^  Superintendent 

Population  of  city  July  31^  1896  (estimated) 23,00a 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 3,869 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 3,500 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   40 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 458,537 

Average  daily  attendance 2,447 

Per  cent  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  70 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 2,694 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  91 

Number  of  school  buildings 11 

Number  of  sittings 3,675 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 297 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |8,907,530 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 J78,644.59 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment *|22.50 

Number  of  evening  schools 2 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 162 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  2. . .  2 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 40 40 

In  spite  of  the  stringency  of  the  times  it  is  quite  evident 
that  our  city  is  increasing  rapidly  in  population,  as  shown  by 
the  school  population,  our  total  enrollment  being  500  greater 
than  ever  before.  The  Ck)mpulsory  Education  Law  will  account 
for  perhaps  150  of  this  increase.  The  pressure  on  our  school 
accommodations  was  so  great  that  our  school  board  have  been  com- 
pelled to  build  and  enlarge  school  buildings  for  the  primary  grades, 
as  shown  in  my  annual  report,  at  an  expense  of  over  |25,000,  and 
have  made  extraordinary  repairs  and  changed  our  three  largest 
buildings  from  the  departmental  to  the  Quincy  plan,  to  accommo- 
date more  pupils,  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars.  Our 
requisition  on  the  common  council  in  June  was  made  for  |56^000, 
instead  of  |40,000,  the  year  previous.  Still,  we  shall  be  left  some- 
what behind  financially  at  the  end  of  the  year  '96-'97,  but  vastly 
ahead  in  school  faeilities,  and  certainly  in  the  advancement  of  our 
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flchools.  I  am  glad  to  report  some  progress  in  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools,  as  is  evidenced  from  the  fact  that  our  pupils  in  the  eighth 
grade  or  year  have  no  difficulty  in  passing  all  the  Regents'  pre- 
liminaries, whereas  three  years  ago  geography  and  spelling  was 
the  limit  of  their  capabilities. 


WATEBVLIET 
James  K.  Gatchell,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 14,881 

School  population  (5  to  1'8  years)  July  31, 1896 2,912 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pnpils  be* 

tween  5  and  18  years  of  age 2,092 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

city 258,581 

Average  daily  attendance 1,318 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  66 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,42:! 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  92 

Number  of  school  buildings S 

Number  of  sittings 1,582 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f4,420,279 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 |22,994.97 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment $10.99 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate   

The  present  board  of  education  of  the  West  Troy  School  District 
was  organized  August  14,  1805,  and  the  present  incumbent  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  schools  on  the  same  date.  Upon  in- 
vestigation six  different  public  schools  were  found  to  exist  in  the 
territory  comprising  the  West  Troy  school  district. 

Previous  to  August  14,  1895,  these  schools  were  found  to  hpve 
had  no  connection  with  each  other  whatever,  each  school  pursuing 
its  own  course  rejjardless  of  the  others.  The  text-books  in  no  two 
schools  were  uniform,  and  the  courses  of  study,  for  like  grades,  in  no 
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two  schools  were  the  same.  During  the  past  year  uniform  text- 
books have  been  adopted  and  the  course  of  study  for  like  grades 
made  the  same  throughout  all  the  schools. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  two  truant  pfficers  were  ap- 
pointed, with  instructions  to  report  to  the  principals  of  the  differ- 
ent schools  shortly  after  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  each  school 
day  and  receive  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  absent  pupils,  after  which 
the  officer  was  instructed  to  visit  the  home  of  each  absentee  and 
find  the  reason  for  such  absence.  In  the  afternoon  the  name  of 
each  absentee  and  cause  for  such  absence  was  reported  to  the 
superintendent  of  schools.  We  have  found  this  method  very  sat- 
isfactory, having  increased  our  average  about  one-fourth  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  schools  is  a  question  for  serious 
consideration,  and  has  been  a  great  impediment  to  their  progress 
during  the  past.  In  some  of  the  school-rooms,  having  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  from  50  to  60  pupils,  we  have  from  90  to  120  pupils 
enrolled.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  many  pupils  were  found 
in  the  second  and  third  grades  who  had  been  placed  there  for  no 
other  reason  except  to  make  room  for  the  pupils  of  the  next  lower 
class. 

I  hope  the  next  report  which  comes  from  this  territory  will 
contain  the  information  that  sufficient  accommodations  have  been 
prepared  for  all  pupils  of  school  age. 


YONKERS 
Chaeles  E.  Goeton,  Superintendent 

Population  of  city,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 38,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 8,200 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age,  day  school 4,873 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
5  and  18  years  of  age,  including  evening  school 5,453 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   57 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  day  schools 
of  city 687,459 

Aggregate  attendance,  including  public  evening 
schools  of  city 707,819 

Average  daily  attendance  of  day  schools  only 3,599 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment, 
day  school  only 73.8 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 3,835 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  93.8 

Number  of  school  buildings 13 

Number  of  sittings,  all  schools 4,023 

Number  of  sittiqgs,  high  school 268 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 268 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |28,979,941 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 J122,456.12 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil,  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |25.13 

Number  of  night  schools 3 

Number  of  pupils  in  night  schools 580 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  5;  private,  8 8 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  231;  pri- 
vate, 29 260 

The  board  of  education  sustains  a  school  of  domestic  science  in 
which  every  girl  in  the  sixth  grade  receives  instruction.  The  course 
extends  through  one  year  and  includes  plain  cooking  and  house- 
keeping. 

The  kindergartens  have  been  in  operation  one  year  and  may  be 
considered  as  an  established  part  of  the  public  school  system. 

The  evening  schools  teach  the  common  English  branches,  includ- 
ing bookkeeping  and  higher  studies  if  applicants  for  such  studies 
attend.  We  have  also  classes  in  architectural  drawing  which  had 
an  average  attendance  of  42.  These  classes  are  attended  mainly 
by  young  men  who  are  employed  in  building  trades  and  form  one  of 
the  most  valuable  features  of  our  evening  schools. 

The  qualifications  required  of  all  teachers  who  obtain  situations 
in  the  schools  remain  the  same  as  reported  to  you  heretofore. 
Applicants  must  be  graduates  of  normal  schools  or  colleges,  or 
must  have  had  the  equivalent  of  a  normal  school  education  in  suc- 
cessful experience  to  secure  an  appointment.  This  applies  only  to 
teachers  who  have  not  been  engaged  in  the  schools  here  in  the 
previous  years.  There  are  many  teachers  who  have  been  successful 
teachers  here  many  years,  who  entered  the  profession  without  the 
present  advanced  requirements. 
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VILLAGE  SUPERINTENDENTS 


1.  Names  and  Post  Office  Addresses. 

2.  Written  Bei^orts. 
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VILLAGE    SUPERINTENDENTS 


1.  LIST  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Villages  Superintendents 

Albion F.  A.  Greene. 

Batavia John  Kennedy. 

Oanandaigua J.  C.  Norris. 

€atskill Edward  L.  Stevens. 

College  Point  (No.  7,  Flushing) Henry  Delamain. 

Cortland Ferdinand  E.  Smith. 

Flushing  (district  JHo.  5) John  J.  Chickering. 

Geneva William  H.  Truesdale. 

Glens  Falls Sherman  Williams. 

Hoosick  Falls H.  H.  Snell. 

Jamaica  (district  No.  4) William  J.  Ballard. 

Lansingburgh George  F.  Sawyer. 

Malone Sarah  L.  Perry. 

New  Rochelle Isaac  E.  Young. 

North  Tonawanda Clinton  S.  Marsh. 

Norwich E.  W.  Griffith. 

Nyack Ira  H.  Lawton. 

Oneonta W.  C.  Franklin. 

Owego Edward  P.  Becordon. 

Penn  Yan George  H.  Hoxie. 

Plattsburgh James  G.  Biggs. 

Port  JerVifl John  M.  Dolph. 

Saratoga  Springs Thomas  B.  Kneil. 

Seneca  Falls F.  S.  Porter. 

Sing  Sing J.  Irving  Gorton. 

Stapleton J.  Hall  Burdick. 

Tonawanda F.  J.  Diamond. 

Waterford Alexander  Falconer. 

White  Plains Balph  A.  Stewart. 

Woodhaven  (No.  7,  Jamaica) Cyrus  E.  Smith. 


2.  REPORTS  OF  VILLAGE  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ALBION 

Freeman  A.  Greene,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 5,00a 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,10» 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 803 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 116,193 

Average  daily  attendance 592,821 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  73  4-5 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 852 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  69^ 

Number  of  school  buildings 7 

Number  of  sittings 1,041 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 118 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal (2,205,370 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 (14,594.43 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment (18.17 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  none.  None 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none None 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  an  increasing  number  of  pupils  are 
pursuing  the  study  of  the  ancient  languages  in  our  high  school.  For 
the  past  10  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  divide  the  first  year  Latin 
class  on  account  of  the  large  number  entering.  A  larger  percent- 
age also  of  pupils  choosing  these  subjects  are  pursuing  them  to 
their  completion.  During  the  past  year  64  pupils,  or  70  per  cent, 
of  the  average  high  school  attendance,  have  been  engaged  in  the 
study  of  Latin,  and  16  pupils,  or  19  per  cent.,  in  that  of  Greek. 
Conforming  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  an  in- 
creased amount  of  prose  has  been  required  of  these  pupils  through- 
out their  course.  The  complete  German  course  extends  over  three 
years,  the  work  done  being  practically  that  recommended  by  the 
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Regents.  Thirty-one  students  have  pursued  this  study  during  the 
past  year. 

English  and  American  literature  each  occupy  one  term  of  20 
weeks.  The  courses  include  the  study  of  important  writers,  the 
influence  Of  those  writers  and  their  works.  Special  days  are  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  literary  masterpieces  in  addition  to 
the  time  required  for  the  special  topic.  There  were  10  pupils  in 
the  class,  and  12  in  American  literature.  There  has  been  no  regu- 
lar class  in  English  composition.  Every  pupil  is  required  to  write 
two  essays  a  term,  one  of  which  at  least  is  personally  criticised  by 
the  reviewer  with  the  pupil.  There  are  about  400  essays  contrib- 
uted during  the  year,  all  of  which  are  blue-pencil  marked  and  anno- 
tated by  the  reviewer. 

Roman  history  is  taught  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century. 
The  class  have  had  reference  books  and  pictures  of  art  and  indi- 
viduals in  connection  with  their  work.  They  have  also  had  fre- 
quent readings  from  the  old  Latin  historians  and  poets,  and  there 
has  seemingly  been  no  lack  of  interest.  The  work  in  history  has 
been  handicapped  by  the  youth  of  the  pupils.  They  have  not  quite 
reached  the  age  when  history  in  its  widest  significance  can  be 
understood  by  them. 

Physics  and  chemistry  are  both  taught  by  the  laboratory  method 
and  the  best  results  have  been  reached.  After  a  preparation  of 
twenty  weeks  nearly  the  whole  of  the  chemistry  class  passed 
their  examinations  in  elementary  chemistry  and  about  one-fourth 
in  advanced  chemistry.  The  manuals  in  both  these  sciences  show 
careful  work  and  observation,  and  the  average  class  standing  has 
been  high.  Qualitative  analysis  has  been  carried  on  to  a  certain 
degree  and  with  excellent  results. 

The  botany  class  have  made  frequent  visits  to  field,  wood  and 
road-side,  and,  by  special  permission,  they  botanized  on  Goat  Is- 
land, Niagara  river,  obtaining  many  specimens  not  found  in  our 
own  county.  The  class  have  pressed  and  mounted  slvl  aggregate 
of  over  1,000  specimens,  and  analyzed  nearly  as  many.  The  geology 
<?la«s  made  frequent  tours  in  the  adjoining  country,  and  have  made 
drawings  of  their  observations.  The  visit  to  Niagara  was  one  of 
groat  interest  and  profit  and  brought  a  very  pleasing  return  to  both 
teacher  and  pupil. 


RATA  VIA 

John  Kennedy,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 10,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,040 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,619 


Village  Supekintbndbntb'  Repobtb  —  Batavia  541 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  city 193,15* 

Average  daily  attendance 1,016- 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  63 

Average  nijembership  (number  belonging) 1,145 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  8& 

Number  of  school  buildings 7 

Number  of  sittings 1,550 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 250 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal 13,741,630 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 129,213.33 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment (18.04 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 20 20 

Complying  with  your  request  for  a  report  of  the  condition  of 
our  schools,  changes,  improvements,  etc.,  I  have  the  honor  to- 
submit  the  following:  We  think  that  our  schools  have  had  a 
very  prosperous  year.  The  aggregate  enrollment  and  the 
average  attendance  have  been  much  increased.  In  our  high 
school  this  increase  has  reached  nearly  25  per  cent.  Some 
of  this  increase  is  from  the  outside,  but  much  of  it  is  from 
our  own  grades.  But  I  think  that  either  increase  is  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  strengthening  of  the  work.  We  have  tried  to 
provide,  as  far  as  we  know  how,  the  conditions  of  strong  work. 
We  exact  very  broad  preparation  in  our  teachers;  the  instructors 
in  our  high  school  are  required  to  be  graduates  of  approved  col- 
leges, and  our  grade  teachers  must  be  graduates  of  a  State  nor* 
mal  school,  which  implies  a  high  school  eduq^tion  in  subject 
matter  supplemented  with  normal  training.  We  fixed  these  re* 
quirements  six  years  ago;  and  our  experiment  was  regarded  as 
Utopian.  But  it  has  proved  a  very  substantial  and  a  very  blessed 
success.  We  have  had  no  trouble  in  obtaining  teachers  with  those 
requirements,  and  we  have  had  no  trouble  in  retaining  them.  The 
use  of  only  college  trained  instructors  in  our  high  school  has  re- 
sulted, as  we  hoped  it  would,  in  broadening,  intensifying,  and  en- 
riching the  work  done  there.  There  is  no  royal  road  to  the 
best  education,  and  cultured  teachers  are  aware  of  the  fact; 
they  can  be  counted  upon  every  time;  there  is  no  shirking  from  the 
burden;  there  is  no  resort  to  pyrotechnics.    There  is  stroke  upon 
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stroke  looking  to  a  very  definite  result.  This  seems  like  extreme 
conversatism,  but  I  think  it  is  the  best  kind  of  progress. 

We  are  so  well-pleased  with  the  experiment  of  employing  only 
•college-trained  teachers  in  our  high  school  that  we  have  some 
thought  of  extending  it  to  our  upper  grades.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  have  those  teachers  pedagogically  trained,  provided  that  their 
pedagogy  came  aa  purely  post-graduate  work. 

You  ask  us  to  suggest  what  will  further  the  interests  of  our 
schools  and  of  those  of  the  State  at  large.  I  have  one  suggestion 
upon  which  I  would  throw  all  the  emphasis  of  which  I  am  capable; 
I  would  suggest  organization.  The  good  school  is  an  organism; 
the  bad  school  is  a  loose  accretion.  And  it  is  a  bad  school,  even 
though  it  may  blossom  all  over  with  the  latest  eye-marks  of  prog- 
ress. We  must  organize  against  inefiiciency;  we  must  organize 
against  stagnation;  we  must  organize  against  sham;  we  must 
organize  against  the  increeping  of  low  ideals;  we  must  organise 
gainst  disorder;  we  must  organize  for  everything  that  is  stimulat- 
ing and  uplifting.  But  a  school  system  can  neither  organise 
itself  nor  keep  itself  organized.  The  organism  in  edocatiooal 
work  implies  the  organizer.  The  central  problem  in  public  edu- 
cation is  supervision.  If  we  can  solve  this  we  can  solve  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  I  submit  to  your  wisdom  whether  a 
scheme  can  be  devised  for  training  a  capable  corps  of  supervising 
officers  for  the  schools  of  the  State.  I  suggest  this  scheme  for 
-consideration:  First  require  in  the  prospective  superintendent 
a  liberal  education;  second,  require  that  he  be  pedagogically  in- 
structed and  trained;  third,  require  that  he  shall  have  served  in 
the  ranks  in  an  approved  system  of  schools;  fourth,  require  that 
he  shall  have  secured  a  special  apprenticeship  in  the  science  and 
art  of  supervision  under  a  recognized  expert.  I  believe  that  if 
you  will  do  this,  you  will  do  the  greatest  thing  that  could  be  done 
for  public  education,  and  that  you  will  immortalize  your  name  in 
^ucational  history.  The  lack  of  any  one  of  the  above  qualifi- 
cation in  the  superintendent  is  fraught  with  the  gravest  danger 
to  the  schools. 

I  would  like  to*  report  and  discuss  some  special  matters,  but  I 
feel  that  I  have  already  taken  too  much  space. 


CANANDAIGUA 
J.  C.  NouRis,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  .'^1, 180G  (estimated) 6,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,218 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age -. 97T 
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Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 142,165 

Average  daily  attendance 756 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  77 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 821 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  92 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,080 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 190 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal ....      {3,779,130 
Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes^  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 f21,243.81 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  21.74 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none,  private,  none.  None 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none None 

The  work  of  a  very  pleasant  school  year  closed  June  24th  with 
a  reception  by  the  graduating  class,  which  consisted  of  twenty- 
two  (22)  members ;  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  ninety-eight  (98)  greater  than 
the  previous  year,  although  the  registration  was  but  eighteen  (18) 
greater. 

Early  in  the  winter  an  aid  society  was  organized  by  the  ladies 
of  the  village  to  do  systematic  work  among  the  worthy  poor. 
Over  eight  hundred  (800)  garments  were  distributed,  the  most 
of  which  came  to  poor  children  of  our  school.  This  kind  action 
on  the  part  of  our  ladies  materially  increased  our  registration  and 
attendance. 


OATSKILL 

Edward  L.  Stevens,  Superintendent 

Population  of  district,  July  81, 1896  (estimated)* 5,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,173 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 903 

^District  \b  larger  than  village;  has  600  more  population.  The  estimate  is  small.  There 
may  he  over  6,000  people  in  the  district,  and  prohahly  is.  However,  the  school  censua 
officers  reported  5,470. 
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Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

district 134,817 

Average  daily  attendance 753^ 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  84 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 855 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  8^ 

Number  of  school  buildings 3 

Number  of  sittings 914 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 113 

Assessed  valuation  of  district,  real  and  personal f  2,850,101 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes^  September  1,- 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 f  15,593.3^ 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  17.2ft 

Number  of  evening  schools  (Y.  M.  C.  A.) 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 40" 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public^  none;  private,  1. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pori- 

vate,  18 18 

The  work  of  the  Catskill  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been 
particularly  strong  in  several  features.  Beading  has  become  an 
exercise  of  greater  value  and  interest  through  the  use  of  consid- 
erable supplementary  reading.  In  several  rooms  pupils  have  be- 
come keenly  interested  in  simple  studies  in  familiar  science.  Id 
February  last,  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisor  of  penman- 
ship, some  experimental  lessons  were  given  in  the  vertical  style 
of  writing.  The  results  were  surprisingly  satisfactory.  The  sys- 
tem was  put  in  operation  in  all  grades  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  more  satisfactory  results  have 
been  thus  obtained  in  two  months  than  by  the  use  of  any  other 
style  or  system  during  as  many  years. 

It  has  also  been  our  purpose  to  recognize  the  demand  for  more 
satisfactory  instruction  in  arithmetic.  By  giving  greater  em- 
phasis to  that  part  of  this  study,  known  as  computation,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  complaint  that  our  pupils  can  not  even  add  cor- 
rectly, will  no  longer  be  made. 

It  has  seemed  best  to  entirely  reconstruct  our  academic  courses 
of  study  and  adopt  a  much  higher  standard  of  graduation.  After 
1900,  students  intending  to  enter  either  law  or  medicine  will  demand 
a  preparation  equal  to  the  work  of  a  four  year  course,  or  the  secur- 
ing of  48  academic  counts  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Begents'  ex- 
aminations.   The  attitude  of  the  better  colleges  is  significant  of  a 
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similar  demand.  Much  more  is  required  for  entrance  to-daj  than 
was  required  ten  or  even  five  years  ago.  It  is  estimated  that  in  the 
last  ten  years  the  colleges  have  thrown  back  on  the  schools  a  full 
year's  work.  The  law  known  as  chapter  1031  of  the  Laws  of 
1895,  is  one  which  is  calculated  to  materially  modify  the 
courses  of  study  of  the  high  schools  of  most  cities  and  Tillages 
in  this  State.  This  modification  will  be  in  line  of  extended 
and  more  equally  balanced  courses  leading  to  graduation. 
All  these  circumstances  have  made  possible  no  other  conclusion 
than  this  —  the  graduates  from  Catskill  Free  Academy  whether 
they  teach,  practice  law  or  medicine,  or  enter  college,  must  bear  a 
diploma  representing  an  increase  of  25  per  cent,  in  the  work  re- 
quired for  graduation  over  that  which  has  been  required  during  the 
past  few  years.  This  increased  requirement  has  been  adopted  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Our  graduating  classes  will  be  small  for  several 
years,  but  the  value  of  our  diploma  as  an  evidence  of  scholarship 
will  not  be  depreciated. 

The  Compulsory  Law  has  been  enforced  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. We  have  had  some  difficulty,  however,  in  persuading  parents 
and  others,  of  the  fact  that  the  law  gives  the  public  school  authori- 
ties ample  jurisdiction  over  all  persons  of  school  age  residing  in  the 
district,  whether  they  attend  the  public  schools  or  not. 

During  the  past  year,  through  the  liberality  of  the  State,  our 
schools  have  received  a  small  steriopticon  with  accessories,  and 
several  sets  of  slides,  illustrating  the  physical  geography^  the 
scenery,  resources  and  commercial  interests  of  New  York  State. 
Several  lectures  thus  illustrated,  have  been  given  from  time  to  time 
to  large  and  appreciative  audiences.  The  need  for  an  assembly- 
room  large  enough  for  such  purposes  is  very  apparent. 

The  amendments  to  the  Consolidated  School  Law  contain  no 
more  important  provision  than  that  changing  the  limits  of  school 
age  so  that  children  of  4  years  may  attend  school  in  case  a  kinder- 
garten is  maintained.  The  need  for  such  a  department  here  is 
becoming  imperative. 

The  erection  of  a  new  building  on  the  west  side  is  a  hopeful 
augury  for  the  future.  It  will  relieve  the  congestion  in  the  main 
building,  and  will  accommodate  a  large  number  of  small  children 
residing  in  that  part  of  the  village.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that  this  building  will  be  a  model  in  respect  to  capacity,  ven- 
tilation, sanitation,  lighting  and  architecture. 

Of  the  teachers  in  service  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three  are  college 
graduates,  two  hold  State  certificates,  six  are  normal  graduates, 
eight  have  first  grade  and  two  second  grade  certificates.  All  have* 
had  considerable  experience,  and  I  fulfill  a  pleasurable  duty  in 
bearing  witness  to  excellent  and  satisfactory  service.    In  the  teach- 
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ing  body  there  is  an  admirable  esprit  de  corps  and  a  daily  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  true  teaching  spirit.  A  wage  scale  has  been  recom- 
mended which  will  sufficiently  recompense  teachers  for  their  labor 
and  encourage  them  to  continue  in  service. 


COLLEGE  POINT  —  (No.  7,  Flushing) 
Hbnby  Dblamain,  Superintethdent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 6,700 

School  population  (5  to  18  years)  July  31,  1896 1,683 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 755 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens           

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

vUlage 116,742 

Average  daily  attendance 586.64 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  77+ 

Average  membership  (number  belonging). .  .• 653 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  89 

Number  of  school  buildings 2 

Number  of  sittings 776 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f  1,339,950 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 ^9,128.19 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  12.09 

Number  of  evening  schools,  private 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 137 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 104 104 

Miss  Mary  L.  Lyles,  after  twenty-four  years  of  service  in  the  Col- 
lege Point  schools,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  last  term,  and  re- 
quested me  to  make  the  annual  report. 

The  year  just  brought  to  a  close  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  our  schools.  Twenty-one  pupils  graduated,  and 
of  that  number  seven  secured  the  Regents'  preliminary  certificate, 
the  remainder  passing  in  two  or  more  of  the  subjects. 

The  higher  classes  from  both  schools  assembled  on  Arbor  Day 
and  listened  to  a  very  interesting  lecture  on  plant  life  by  Mr.  P.  O. 
Payne,  of  Glen  Cove.  The  lower  classes  observed  the  day  with 
appropriate  exercises. 
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The  fftereopticon  received  from  the  State  was  used  six  times 
during  the  winter,  three  lectures  being,  giy«n  to  the  children  and 
then  repeated  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large.  The  latter  did 
not  attend  as  well  as  we  could  wish,  inclemency  of  the  weather  on 
each  occasion  deterring  many  from  attending.  I  consider  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  for  this  purpoee  a  good 
investment,  and  am  looking  forward  to  a  successful  series  of  lec- 
tures during  the  coming  winter. 


CORTLAND 

Ferdinand  E.  Smith,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village  (estimated) 11,000 

School  population 1,770 

Total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools 1,184 

Increase  over  last  year 38 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  between  5  and  16  years  of 

age 1,130 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  between  16  and  18  years  of 

age 42 

Aggregate  days  attendance 166,133 

Average  daily  attendance 850 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  enrollment 73 

Assessed  valuation  of  village^  real  and  personal (2,000,000 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupils  en- 
rolled   fl2.78 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens^  private 1 

Public  kindergartens,,  none;  pupils  in  private  kin- 
dergartens    20 

In  reply  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  foregoing  facts  for  the 
public  schools  of  the  village  of  Oor«tland  for  the  school  year  ending 
July  31,  1896. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  this  statement  of  facts,  because  I  have  just 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  of  superintendent  here,  and  can 
only  report  what  I  find  in  the  records  of  the  school. 

I  may  state,  however,  in  explanation  as  to  the  "  School  population 
between  5  and  18  years  of  age,"  and  the  "  Total  enrollment  in  the 
public  schools,"  that  the  normal  school  here  registers  between  400 
and  500  pupils  from  our  school  population,  and  their  registration 
is  not  included  in  our  report  of  "  Total  enrollment." 
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FLUSHING 
J.  J.  Chickering,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  ai,  1896  (estimated) 9,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1890 2,394 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1^64 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 183,280 

Average  daily  attendance 938 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  08.7 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,036 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  90.5 

Number  of  school  buildings 2 

Number  of  sittings 1,400 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 160 

Assessed  valuation  of  Village,  real  and  personal f3,007,425 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes^  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 ^24,245.26 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl7.77 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1;  private,  1 2 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  110;  pri- 
vate, 16 126 

The  year  has  been  one  of  satisfactory  school  work.  The  en- 
rollment is  about  what  it  was  the  year  before,  but  owing  to  the 
Compulsory  Attendance  Law  the  total  attendance  has  gi'eatly  im- 
proved, and  punctuality  and  regularity  have  been  decidedly  stimu- 
lated. Little  difficulty  is  found  in  enforcing  the  law,  but  more  and 
more  clearly  appears  the  importance  in  the  school  economy  of  the 
position  of  truant  officer;  this  official  can  exercise  a  wide  and 
powerful  influence  for  good  will,  and  demands  exceptional  quali- 
ties in  a  man. 

There  have  been  few  changes  in  courses  of  study  or  in  the 
teaching  force.  The  ability  to  read  clearly  and  intelligently  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils  shows  decided  improvement  under  the 
faithful  teaching  work  which  has  characterized  the  schools. 

The  standard  of  scholarship  required  in  the  high  school  has 
been  decidedlv  advanced  and  all  the  work  done  there  has  been 
characterized  by  the  most  earnest  and  interested  endeavor  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils. 
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The  lantern  slides  furnished  by  the  State  have  been  a  valuable 
and  interesting  addition  to  the  school  course,  not  only  from  the 
interest  aroused  and  information  conveyed,  but  quite  as  much 
because  they  brought  out  child  and  parent  together  mutually 
interested  in  a  school  exercise.  Our  assembly  hall  has  been  filled 
time  and  again,  and  more  tickets  called  for  than  we  could  allow. 

We  plan  another  year  enlarging  our  kindergarten  —  which  has 
outgrown  its  present  quarters — and  making  substantial  addi- 
tions to  the  decorations  of  our  buildings  and  grounds. 


GENEVA 
W.  H.  Trubsdale,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 10,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,721 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1^94 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public   schools  of  pupils 

over  18  years  of  age 45 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 28 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  village 201,349 

Average  daily  attendance 1,037 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  76 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,090 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  95.1 

Number  of  school  buildings 5 

Number  of  sittings 1,304 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 219 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  5,111,967 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896  ^24,501.98 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment 117.92 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  2;  private,  none. .  2 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  72;  pri- 
vate, none 72 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  present  this,  my  sixth  annual   report 

as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Geneva.  The  period 
covered  by  my  term  of  office  has  been  characterized  by  a  remark- 
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able  improvement  in  school  buildings,  their  equipment  and 
grounda  In  this  respect  we  have  been  in  harmony  with  the 
the  spirit  of  the  times.  Of  our  five  buildings  four  are  new  and  the 
fifth  has  been  enlarged  and  remodeled,  while  all  the  buildings 
are  creditable  to  our  village,  the  two  completed  within  the  year 
past,  are  up  to  date  in  their  architectural  design,  arrangement 
and  finish,  the  leading  essentials  for  school  buildings,  lighting, 
heating  and  ventilation  having  received  very  careful  and  intelli- 
gent consideration.  Our  board  of  education  and  our  citizens  have 
been  liberal  and  enthusiastic  in  their  direction  and  support  of  the 
school  system.  The  grounds,  although  not  so  extensive  as  those 
in  some  other  villages,  have  received  considerable  attention. 
Beautiful  beds  of  of  plants  and  flowers  adorn  the  lawn  of  each 
school.  Not  only  the  pupils  but  the  citizens  as  well  enjoy  these 
improvements. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  was  larger  during  the  past  year  than 
ever  before  and  the  number  of  teachers,  also,  has  increased;  42 
duly  licensed  teachers  having  been  employed  for  32  weeks,  or 
more,  during  the  year.  Our  plan  is  to  have  a  teacher  for  about 
35  pupils. 

The  teachers'  training  class,  although  a  little  above  the  mini- 
mum required  for  organization,  included  students  well  prepared 
for  the  course  of  study  and  training.  The  work  was  thorough, 
as  evinced  by  the  fact  that  all  members  that  were  in  the  class  the 
required  time  passed  all  the  examinations  and  received  training 
class  certificates.  I  think  the  course  compares  favorably  with 
that  in  the  normal  school,  while  in  some  respects  it  is  superior. 

The  high  school  department  continues  to  increase  more  rapidly 
than  any  of  the  other  departments  although  the  number  of  non- 
resident pupils  is  not  large.  We  have  given  special  attention  to 
the  work  of  the  lower  grades  from  the  kindergarten  up,  and  as 
a  result  each  year  increasing  numbers  enter  the  high  school. 
Last  year  we  had  two  kindergartens,  but  for  the  year  1896-97,  we 
have  a  kindergarten  in  each  of  our  four  grammar  school  buildings. 
The  study  of  physiology,  according  to  the  law,  was  pursued  in  all 
the  grades  during  the  last  year.  The  interest  in  the  subject  was 
much  greater  than  we  had  anticipated,  and  valuable  instruction 
was  imparted  through  the  schools.  Elementary  science  with 
laboratory  work  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  industrial  draw- 
ing in  all  the  grades,  vertical  writing,  spelling  in  all  grades,  in- 
cluding the  high  school,  vocal  music  and  physical  training  re- 
ceived careful  attention.  The  school  savings  system  was  success- 
fully continued. 

The  course  of  illustrated  lectures  under  the  direction  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  was  given  according  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  law.    Each  lecture  was  repeated  one  or 
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more  times  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens.    The  attendance  was 
large  and  a  doe  sense  of  appreciation  manifested. 

The  working  of  the  Oompolsory  Attendance  Law  has  been  quite 
satisfactoo'y,  resulting  in  an  increased  and  more  regular  attend- 
ance, and  consequently,  more  rapid  and  thorough  work  in  all 
the  departments  of  our  schools. 


GLENS  FALLS 

Sherman  Williams,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated)* ....  12,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,150 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,412 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 56 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 171,515 

Average  daily  attendance 879 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  62 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,092 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  80 

Number  of  school  buildings 5 

Number  of  sittings 1,192 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 154 

Assessed  valuation  of  village^  real  and  personal f  4,086,583 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes^  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 ^26,910.70 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  19.13 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1;  private,  none. . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  76;  pri- 
vate, none 76 

The  statistical  statement  accompanying  this  report  is  likely  to 
be  misleading  in  some  respects.  The  term,  total  net  enrollment, 
will  not  call  for  the  same  report  from  all  schools,  and  the  average 
membership  is  sure  to  be  obtained  in  so  many  different  ways  that 
the  statistics  growing  out  of  this  difference  will  lose  value  in  the 
way  of  comparison.    For  example,  one  place  carries  names  on  the 

^village  and  district  lines  not  Identical.    Population  of  school  district  between  8.000 
and  9,000.    Statistics  given  for  tb«  union  school  district. 
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list  till  the  end  of  the  month,  if  present  at  all  during  the  month; 
others  drop  the  names  after  a  given  number  of  days'  absence, 
others  as  soon  as  a  pupil  leaves  school,  and  it  is  not  absolutely 
known  when  he  is  to  return. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Education  Act  during  the 
past  year  has  called  for  considerable  effort  and  has  aroused  some 
friction,  but  I  think  the  trouble  is  nearly  all  over.  Every  one 
seems  to  approve  of  the  law  in  the  abstract,  but  some  seem  to  feel 
that  their  case  is  exceptional  and  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
obey  it  or  not  as  they  deem  best. 

We  had  a  fair  training  class,  an  excellent  one  if  judged  by  the 
spirit  of  its  members.  Some  of  them  were  not  as  well  fitted  for 
their  work  as  they  should  have  been  and  therefore  worked  at 
groat  disadvantage.  Perhaps  few  counties  in  the  State  have  so 
few  schools  able  to  fit  pupils  to  enter  a  training  class  as  ours.  I 
look,  however,  for  a  steady  and  reasonably  rapid  improvement 
and  believe  that  the  time  is  not  very  far  distant  when  this  class 
will  furnish  the  greater  part  of  the  teachers  in  this  county,  nearly 
all  except  those  who  have  had  the  better  fitting  of  college  or 
normal  school. 

The  more  noted  educational  events  of  the  year  with  us  have 
been  the  work  of  our  classes  in  literature,  the  fitting  up  of  a  chemi- 
cal and  physical  laboratory,  the  classes  in  knife  work  and  car- 
I)entry,  and  the  summer  institute  which  had  an  attendance  of 
about  50  teachers  from  our  own  county. 

Last  June  an  appropriation  of  f 40,000  was  voted  for  an  addi- 
tional school  building  which  will  enable  us  to  do  better  work  than 
formerly,  especially  in  the  primary  classes,  and  also  enable  us  to 
establish  another  kindergarten  class,  which  is  much  needed. 


HOOSICK  FALLS 

H.  H.  Snbll,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 7,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years)  July  31,  1896 1,401 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 850 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens    10 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village ' 134,300 

Average  daily  attendance 696 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  75.6 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 850 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  81.9 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,109 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 115 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f 2,394,105 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  ], 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 f  19,706.77 

Average  exx)enditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f21.42 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate,  10 10 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  schools  in 
the  village  of  Hoosick  Falls,  for  the  school  year  ending  June  30, 
1896: 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  board  of  education  to  afiPord  such  advan- 
tages to  the  boys  and  girls  of  Hoosick  Falls  that  they  may  prepare 
to  enter  any  American  college,  or  to  engage  in  their  chosen  life's 
work;  to  this  end  they  have  added  to  the  course  of  study  the  fol- 
lowing subjects :  Sallust,  Ovid,  solid  geometry,  plane  trigonometry, 
New  York  history. 

About  f200  has  been  expended  during  the  last  year  for  the  addi- 
tions to  the  physical  apparatus,  so  that  we  are  now  able  to  do  very 
good  laboratory  work  in  the  sciences. 

While  much  interest  is  shown  in  the  high  school,  the  grade  work 
has  not  been  neglected.  Perhaps  the  greatest  interest  has  been 
shown  in  writing  and  geography.  The  vertical  system  was  intro- 
duced in  January.  Some  pupils  who  had  struggled  with  writing 
for  several  years,  and  were  unable  to  write  legibly,  now  write  a 
page  that  can  be  read  with  ease. 

Text  books  for  all  subjects  taken  in  school  are  furnished  free 
to  pupils.  I  think  there  are  disadvantages  as  well  as  advan- 
tages in  this  plan.  It  tends  to  make  pupils  careless  with  their 
books,  and  parents  are  not  as  watchful  as  they  would  be  if  they 
were  obliged  to  buy  new  books  when  the  old  ones  were  gone. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  are  relieved  of  the  annoyance  of  pupils 
being  without  books,  and  the  delays  which  necessarily  follow 
such  conditions. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  fairly  and  carefully 
enforced.  It  has  enabled  us  to  secure  the  attendance  of  pupils  that 
otherwise  would  have  been  deprived  of  all  school  privileges.  Pa- 
rents generally  "believe  in  the  law  and  work  with  the  local  authori- 
ties in  their  efforts  to  enforce  it. 
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JAMAICA 

W.  J.  Ballakd,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 6,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  yeans),  July  31,  1896 1,569 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 967 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 126,745 

Average  daily  attendance 633.7 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  65.5 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 788 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  80 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,200 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 70 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal. . .       f 2,812,495 
Expenditure  for  all  school  purposes  September  1^ 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 fl9,787.73 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment |20.47 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  2. .  2 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 25 25 

The  attendance  during  the  past  year  was  not  very  satisfactory 
owing  very  largely  to  almost  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough, 
measles  and  kindred  diseases.  At  times  very  little  more  than  50 
per  cent,  of  the  enrolled  number  were  present.  The  Compulsory 
Law  was  thoroughly  enforced,  although  many  could  not  be  reached 
on  account  of  false  reasons  for  absence  being  given.  We  have  had 
a  good  deal  of  trouble  with  our  colored  people,  and  we  have  not 
been  very  successful  in  enforcing  the  law  against  them.  Jamaica, 
as  is  the  case  with  several  other  towns  on  Long  Island,  has  a  sep- 
arate school  for  colored  people.  The  law  very  clearly  gives  the 
board  of  education  the  right  to  establish  such  a  school,  but  our 
decision,  at  least,  seems  to  be  that  the  board  can  not  compel  colored 
children  to  attend  it.  As  a  result,  most  of  them  have  been  on  the 
street  during  the  past  year.  They  have  a  large,  well-ventilated 
and  well-lighted  building,  with  excellent  teacher,  yet  the  colored 
people  prefer  to  let  their  children  run  the  street  to  sending  them  to 
a  colored  school^  although  they  have  sent  to  such  a  school  ever 
since  public  schools  were  established  in  Jamaica. 
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We  have  occupied  the  two  new  primaries  during  the  past  year, 
and  expect  to  get  into  the  new  high  school  eariy  next  year.  Ja- 
maica will  then  have  school  facilities  surpassed  by  few  villages  in 
New  York  State. 


LANSINGBUBGH 
Oborob  F.  Sawybb,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 12,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years)  July  31, 1896 2,574 

Total  giet  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,898 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens    219 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 276,2€2 

Average  daily  attendance 1,530 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment,  72.5 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,610 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  95.05 

Number  of  school  buildings 5 

Number  of  sittings 1,843 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  6,185,939 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 f37,718.64 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  17.86 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  4;  private,  none. . .  4 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  273;  pri- 
vate, none 273 

The  schools  remain  substantially  as  at  my  last  report.  The 
teachers  of  the  previous  year  were  nearly  all  retained,  and  no  new 
features  of  special  interest  were  added  to  the  work  during  the 
year* 

The  principal  effort  was  to  strengthen  as  far  as  possible  the 
weaker  points.  An  attempt  which  promises  some  success  was 
made  to  mend  the  break  that  has  always  existed  between  the  work 
of  the  kindergarten  and  that  of  the  first  year.  A  change  in  the 
text-books  in  language  and  a  modification  to  some  extent  in  the 
plan  of  work  give  hope  of  better  results  in  this  branch  of  study. 

An  increase  in  the  attendance  in  the  kindergarten  gives  evidence 
of  a  widening  appreciation  of  their  value. 
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The  teaching  of  vocal  music,  which  has  been  done  with  efficiency 
since  its  introduction  into  our  schools  three  years  ago,  has  been 
attended  with  still  more  satisfactory  results  during  the  past  year. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  gave  u% 
little  real  trouble,  though  it  offered  many  perplexing  questions  for 
solution.  The  opposition  to  the  law,  quite  pronounced  in  many 
cases  when  it  first  went  into  effect,  is  disappearing.  We  were  for- 
tunate in  our  selection  of  a  truant  officer.  But  few  arrests  were 
made^  and  no  pupils  were  committed  to  a  truant  school.  It  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  better  if  a  few  had  been  sent,  and  this  would 
have  been  done  had  there  been  one  to  receive  them  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  In  the  enforcement  of  the  law  we  have  had  the  hearty 
co-operation  and  support  of  the  authorities  in  the  parochial  school 
here. 

The  school  buildings  remain  as  last  year.  All  are  of  brick  and  in 
good  repair.  Four  of  them  are  heated  with  furnaces;  one  with 
stoves.     Double  desks  still  remain  in  a  few  rooms. 


MALONE 

Sarah  L.  Perry,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 4,996 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,502 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,671 

Numher  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  s<?hools  of 

village  ..  /. 210,563 

Average  daily  attendance 1,097 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  65 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,286 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  85 

Number  of  school  buildings 11 

Number  of  sittings 1,665 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 253 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f 2,051,137 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

J895,  to  September  1,  1896 ^23,356.37 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 

rolleti,  based  on  net  enrollment f  13.98 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  none,  Nome 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none None 
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The  condition  of  our  schools  has  improved  in  many  ways  during 
the  past  year.  Our  attendance  has  been  at  least  10  per  cent  higher 
than  in  any  preceding  year.  We  have  had  but  little  real  truancy,  or 
what  we  could  call  unnecessary  absence.  There  is  a  general  will- 
ingness shown  by  parents  and  employers  to  conform  to  the  regula- 
tions adopted  by  our  board  of  education  to  enforce  the  requirements 
of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law.  In  many  cases  a  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  would  work  hardship  to  either  pupil  or  parent,  or 
both.  Many  children  who  live  long  distances  from  the  school  build- 
ings lack  sufficient  food  and  clothing.  We  can  not  reasonably  ex- 
pect this  class  to  attend  regularly.  A  great  deal  has  been  done  by 
our  teachers  to  furnish  these  pupils  with  comfortable  clothing,  and 
during:  a  large  part  of  last  winter  warm  dinners  were  furnished  by 
several  benevolent  ladies  of  the  town.  Some  families  are  also  de- 
pendent on  the  earnings  of  their  children,  or  their  home  services. 
We  have  endeavored  to  keep  close  watch  of  all  these  cases,  and  to 
insist  on  as  regular  attendance  as  the  circumstances  seem  to  jus- 
tify us  in  requiring.  As  was  to  be  expected  the  improved  attend- 
ance has  resulted  in  increased  interest  in  school  work.  Our  chil- 
dren are  forming  better  habits  of  work;  they  have  a  greater  pride 
than  formerly  in  doing  their  work  well,  and  we  believe  that  they 
realize  more  than  ever  before  that  to  become  honored  and  useful 
men  and  women,  they  must  try  to  cultivate  in  the  early  years  the 
characteristics  which  make  for  such  lives. 

The  overcrowded  condition  of  the  primary  schools  in  one  part  of 
our  town  made  it  necessary  to  form  a  new  school  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year.  We  were  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  for  this  work 
the  services  of  a  trained  kindergartner.  The  youngest  children  from 
the  other  near  schools  have  been  placed  in  this  room  and  will  be 
given  the  regular  work  of  the  kindergarten.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
work  so  introduced  will  be  extended  until  all  the  children  in  our 
village  will  receive  the  benefits  of  kindergarten  training. 

During  the  past  year  several  important  changes  have  been  made 
in  our  course  of  study.  Newlands  and  Row's  system  of  vertical 
penmanship  has  been  successfully  introduced;  a  course  of  lessons  in 
literature  and  in  history  has  been  arranged  for  the  grades  from  the 
second  to  the  eighth,  inclusive;  regular  work  has  been  planned  for 
the  lower  grades  in  nature  study,  and  the  work  in  the  other  sub- 
jects has  been  thoroughly  revised. 

The  provision  made  by  the  State  Department  for  illustrated  work 
in  geography  can  not  fail  to  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  teach- 
ing in  that  department. 

Some  attention  has  been  given  by  our  teachers  to  the  child  study 
movement — enough  to  clearly  show  that  a  sympathetic  and  patient 
study  of  the  characteristics  of  individual  children  is  the  only  way 
to  a  true  theory  and  practice  of  education.  It  is  expected  this  work 
will  be  carried  on  to  more  definite  results  during  tVi^  eoxKOi^^^'ax- 
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NEW   ROCHELLE 

I.  E.  Young,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  ai,  1896  (estimated) 12,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,879 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,263 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 88 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 298,058 

Average  daily  attendance 1,572+ 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  70 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,766 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  89 
Number  of  school  buildings  (district  owns  three  and 

we  rent  two) 5 

Number  of  sittings 1,800 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 92 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal 13,563,080 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 ^62,014.40 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, bajsed  on  net  enrollment f 27.41 

Number  of  evening  schools. None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  5;  private,  2 7 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  390,  pri-    . 

vate,  35 425 

The  course  of  study  of  the  New  Roehelle  schools  covers  12  years^ 
of  which  time  three  years  are  given  to  the  primary,  five  years  to  the 
grammar,  and  four  years  to  the  high  school  work.  Music,  drawing 
and  physical  culture  continue  to  be  taught  in  all  the  schools,  a 
special  instructor  for  each  being  employed. 

The  lectures  furnished  by  Professor  Bickmore  were  reproduced 
in  substance  to  more  than  1,000  pupils.  Much  enthusiasm  was 
aroused,  the  children,  in  some  cases,  having  written  out  sketches  of 
the  lectures  and  descriptions  of  the  views  shown.  We  can  not 
speak  too  heartily  of  the  value  of  this  stereopticon  work  in  our 
schools.  We  hope  to  do  much  more  work  with  it  in  1896-97  than 
we  were  able  to  do  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  has  been  enforced.  But  one 
pupil  has  been  sent  to  a  truant  school.  The  influence  of  this  law 
for  good  in  the  matter  of  discipline  in  our  schools  is  marked.  The 
enforcement  of  it  is  an  object  lesson  in  ethics  and  citizenship. 


Village  Supskentendents'  Reports  —  Nobth  Tonawanda  659 

Because  of  the  lack  of  suitable  school  buildings  and  class  rooms, 
12  classes  were  able  to  attend  school  but  a  half  day  each  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  The  increased  enrollment  over  last  year 
was  187;  the  increase  in  average  daily  attendance  was  125. 


NORTH  TONAWAJTOA, 

Clinton  S.  Marsh,  Superintendent 

Population  (estimated) 10,000 

School  population  (5  to  18) 2,113 

Net  enrollment  between  5  and  18 1,667 

Kindergarten,  under  5 81 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance 218,769 

Average  daily  attendance 1,138 

Per  cent,  of  average  attendance  on  enrollment 65 

Average  membership 1,356 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  84+ 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Annexes 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,685 

Number  attending  high  school 154- 

Assessed  valuation,  district 13,239,000 

Expenditures  school  purposes |33,618.54 

Average  expense  per  capita  on  net  enrollment f  19.65 

Evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils > 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public 4 

Number  of  kindergartens,  private 

Number  of  pupils  public  kindergartens 143 

Number  pupils  private  kindergartens 

We  have  made  no  changes  of  importance  in  our  curriculum 
since  my  last  report,  but  have  spent  our  enei^ies  in  perfecting  the 
courses  as  adopted  within  the  last  four  years.  E>verything  con- 
sidered, the  year  1895-96  was  the  most  successful  of  the  past  five 
yeara  The  corps  is  composed  entirely  of  professional  teachers 
who  have  no  idea  of  dropping  the  work.  The  year  1896-97  opens 
with  practically  the  same  corps  as  for  the  year  1895-96,  there  being 
a  change  of  only  two  teachers  in  a  total  of  44. 

The  Truant  Law  has  been  thoroughly  enforced  through  the 
agencies  of  an  ungraded  room  and  a  truant  oflScer.  The  people 
are  in  sympathy  with  the  movement;  the  parochial  schools  are 
glad  of  the  assistance  that  is  given  them  by  the  truant  oflBcer  of 
the  district. 
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The  visual  instruction  given  bj  the  superintendent,  by  means  of 
the  apparatus  furnished  by  the  State,  has  been  successful  in  a  high 
degree.  As  an  aid  in  studying  geography  and  geology,  the  instruc- 
tion given  has  been  of  great  value;  as  a  means  of  general  informa- 
tion, the  expense  by  the  State  is,  in  my  opinion,  wisely  incurred. 


NORWICH 
E.  W.  Griffith,  Supet^intendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 6,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,150 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,027 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens    14t 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 165,334 

Average  daily  attendance 879.4 

Per  cent,  of  dally  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  87 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 916 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  96 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,248 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 173 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  1,921,405 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 fl7,220 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment 16.76 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 60 60 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  the  largest  total  enrollment 
and  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  The  number  of  ele- 
mentary and  high  school  teachers  has  been  increased.  The  stand- 
ard of  admission  to  the  high  school  and  of  graduation  from  its 
courses  was  never  before  so  high.  During  the  year,  too,  the  spirit 
actuating  the  general  body  of  pupils  and  teachers  has  been  better, 
even,  than  heretofore;  and  consequently  we  have  accomplished 
with  less  friction  more  in  the  practical  and  disciplinary  studies 
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and  more  in  the  building  of  character  than  during  any  previous 
jear  of  the  present  administration. 

The  teachers  of  the  grades  have  completed  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  year  with  great  credit.  The  work  has  been  of  a 
high  order  and  their  sympathy,  interest  and  enthusiasm  have  been 
even  more  pronounced  than  heretofore.  Many  of  them,  by  careful 
study,  are  advancing  their  educational  acquirement's  and  all  have 
continued  the  course  of  professional  study  begun  two  years  ago. 
Some  attended  summer  schools  and  some  are  studying  to  gain 
State  teachers'  certificates.  A  second  course  of  lectures  upon  child 
study,  by  Mrs.  Lucretia  Willard  Treat,  has  been  a  great  advantage 
to  us  all,  and  through  us  to  the  children  of  all  our  schools.  The 
high  school  faculty,  as  constituted  during  the  year  recently  closed, 
is  regarded  by  general  consent  as  the  best  body  of  advanced  teach- 
ers the  board  has  ever,  at  one  time,  had  in  their  employ. 

The  course  of  study  for  primary  and  grammar  grades,  as  well  as 
for  the  high  school,  has  each  year  been  modified  and  brought  well 
up  toward  the  highest  ideals;  but  this  year  it  has  been  thoroughly 
revised,  increased  in  detail  of  statement,  recast  in  form  and  ar- 
rangement, and  improved  in  many  ways.  The  growing  estimate 
ef  the  importance  of  language  studies  has  been  recognized  by 
improvements  in  our  supplementary  reading  and  advancement  in 
the  work  in  composition.  It  is  expected  that  changes  made  will 
enable  us  to  teach  geography  more  effectively  than  heretofore.  It 
is  thought  that  the  alterations  in  our  course  along  the  line  of  na- 
ture study  will  be  found  helpful.  History,  both  of  our  own  and 
other  countries,  and  biography  of  the  great  and  noble  in  all  ages, 
have  received  too  little  attention  and  an  effort  has  been  made  to 
improve  the  work  for  the  children  and  young  people  in  these  lines. 

Three  new  brick  buildings  are  nearly  completed.  These  will 
take  the  place  of  old,  wooden  school  houses.  The  structures  are  of 
good  size,  commodious,  imposing  in  appearance,  well  lighted,  prop- 
erly heated,  scientifically  ventilated,  convenient  and  modem  in  in- 
ternal arrangement  and  equipped  with  the  best  furniture.  Taken 
with  our  magnificent  hi^h  school  building,  they  will  place  our  vil- 
lage in  the  front  rank  of  New  York  State  educational  communities. 


NYACK 

Ira  H.  Lawton,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 6,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,837 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,149 
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Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 154,300 

Average  daily  attendance 791 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  70 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 891 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  89 

Number  of  school  buildings 2 

Number  of  sittings 974 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 177 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f3,170,000 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 , |20,880 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  'per  pupil,  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl8.21 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1 ;  private,  none 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  56;  pri- 
vate, none 56 


ONEONTA 
William  C.  Franklin^  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 8,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,370 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age ; 1,050 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens  

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 149,464 

Average  daily  attendance 766 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  73 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 828 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  74 

Number  of  school  buildings 2 

Number  of  sittings 1,050 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 160 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  1^6,855 

Expenditures  for  all  scliool  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 fl6,878.21 
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Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil,  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl4.76 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 22 22 

The  work  of  regrading  and  reclassifying,  and  furnishing  suitable 
aids  to  the  needs  of  the  scholars  early  took  my  attention.  A 
carefully  graded  course  of  study  was  prepared  and  the  work  ar- 
ranged in  conformity  to  it.  The  ability  of  the  teaching  force  was 
studied,  and  teachers  were  given  work  to  do,  for  which  it  was  plain 
they  were  best  adapted.  The  departmental  plan  of  instruction  was 
introduced  into  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  Teachers' 
meetings  were  organized  and  held  weekly.  Periodical  written 
reviews  and  examinations  were  given;  and  under  these  and  other 
influences  the  interest  which  was  weak  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
grew  rapidly  stronger. 

The  reviving  interest  has  shown  itself  in  the  increased  attend- 
ance at  the  schools,  the  registration  during  the  year  just  passed 
being  108  in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  non-resident 
roll  has  increased  50  per  cent.  Many  of  the  graduates  of  the  school 
have  returned  for  post-graduate  work;  thus  enabling  us  to  intro- 
duce into  the  curriculum  subjects  that  were  new  and  of  an  advanced 
nature. 

We  have  resorted  to  other  means  to  awaken  an  interest  in  our 
schools  among  parents  and  children.  Three  literary  societies  have 
been  formed  during  the  year,  the  work  of  which  is  commendable. 
Bi-weekly  rhetoricals  have  been  regularly  held,  alternate  sections 
of  the  advanced  department  of  the  school  furnishing  the  exercises. 
By  these  and  other  means  we  have  succeeded  in  arousing  and  main- 
tainingananxiousinterest,  so  necessary  to  the  success  of  any  school. 


OWEGO 

Edwin  P.  Recordon,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 6,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 908 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 931 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens           
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Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 146,945 

Average  daily  attendance 826 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  86 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 684 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  80 

Number  of  school  buildings 7 

Number  of  sittings Ample 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 161 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f  2,987,650 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 fl8,000.00 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  19.33 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens^  public,  none;  private,  none 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none 

The  progress  of  the  schools  of  Owego,  on  the  lines  indicated  in 
previous  reports,  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  course  of  study 
of  English  has  been  greatly  enlarged  in  all  the  grades,  and  has  been 
so  conducted  that  the  results  have  been  better  in  other  depart- 
ments of  study.  The  young  pupil  being  taught  to  use  language 
correctly  is  able  to  grapple  successfully  with  new  work  in  mathe- 
matics and  sciences,  and  when  he  reaches  the  academy  is  ready  for 
the  higher  studies  of  science  and  literature. 

The  wisdom  of  the  board  of  commissioners  in  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  for  each  teacher  to  25  or  30,  especially  in  the  lower 
grades,  becomes  more  and  more  apparent  in  the  increasing  number 
of  those  who  enter  the  academy  and  in  the  scholarships  and  standing 
of  those  who  finish  there  the  four  vears'  course.  There  were  this 
year  19  graduates  from  the  academy,  all  of  whom  were  prepared  to 
enter  college  in  the  leading  courses,  and  who  received  from  the 
Regents  of  the  University  a  60-count  advanced  diploma  under  the 
old  method  of  counting,  or  a  48-count  diploma  under  the  new 
system. 

The  success  of  the  teachers'  training  class  under  the  revised 
regulations  has  been  very  gratifying.  The  added  interest  and  the 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  class  have  been  marked. 

While  there  has  been  no  increase  in  registration  over  last  year, 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  attendance  over  the 
preceding  year  of  11.9. 

The  working  of  the  Compulsory  Act  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
We  take  pleasure  In  mentioning  the  harmony  existing  between 
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the  parochial  schools  and  the  public  schools,  the  former  giving  our 
efficient  truant  officer  their  full  co-operation  in  enforcing  the  law. 
We  have  for  ten  years  discountenanced  corporal  punishment, 
and  have  made  good  conduct  a  condition  of  the  pupil's  attendance, 
promptly  removing  the  disorderly  and  disobedient  pupils,  and  we 
have  found  parents  ready  to  adopt  and  support  this  principle  of 
school  government;  and  thus  the  parent  has  less  anxiety  and  more 
help  from  the  school,  while  severe  chastisement  is  given  only  in 
the  homes,  where  it  properly  belongs. 


PENN  YAN 

William  Joseph  Pelo,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 5,127 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,360 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 852 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  davs  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village  ..  /. 113^20 

Average  daily  attendance 593 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  69 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 875 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  68 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 900 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 145 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 fl2,600.50 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  14.40 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 16 16 

The  schools  of  Penn  Yan  consist  of  the  academy  and  five  grade 
schools,  comprising  the  primary,  intermediate,  and  grammar 
school  departments. 

We  have  been  endeavoring  to  put  the  work  of  the  schools  into  a 
systematic  arrangement.  The  year's  work  has  not  completely  ac- 
complished this,  but  we  have  made  a  long  stride  in  advance. 
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We  believe  the  system  of  annual  promotions  to  be  not  the  most 
advantageous  for  our  schools,  and  will  probably  promote  semi- 
annually hereafter. 

Regents'  examinations  were  held  in  January,  March,  and  June, 
we  graduated  a  class  of  10  on  the  basis  of  a  pre-academic  certificate 
and  48  counts. 


PLATTSBURGH 
James  G.  Riggs^  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 9,403 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,384 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,624 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 216,920 

Average  daily  attendance 1,178 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  72^ 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,232 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  95 

Number  of  school  buildings 7 

Number  of  sittings 1,650 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 133 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f  1,414^60 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $28,285.71 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  17.40 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  1 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 40 40 

The  work  at  the  opening  of  the  year  has  been  heretofore  so  hin- 
dered by  poor  attendance,  consequent  on  the  free  admission  of  chil- 
dren to  the  county  fair  and  Labor  Day  following,  that  the  teaching 
year  was  shortened  from  40  weeks  to  38  weeks.  The  first  hot  days  of 
September  are  thus  avoided,  and  the  same  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  as  before  with  no  apparent  hardships  to  either  pupils  or  teach- 
ers.   The  plan  will  be  continued  next  year. 

The  CJompulsory  Law  has  had  careful  attention,  an  attendance 
officer  being  regularly  employed.    Little  or  no  disposition  to  evade 
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the  law  is  manifest.  The  largest  obstacle  is  want  of  clothing  among 
the  habituallj  thriftless.  The  temporary  demand  can  be  supplied, 
but  how  to  cope  with  the  attendant  needs  is  a  problem  unsolved. 
While  the  total  registration  has  not  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Compulsory  Law,  the  attendance  has  been  made 
much  more  regular.  We  still  urge  the  establishment  of  a  truant 
school  in  eastern  New  York.  Many  places  of  medium  size  have  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  truants  to  justify  a  separate  school,  nor  can 
they  well  afford  to  send  all  the  unruly  ones  away.  A  State  school 
would  combine  the  best  methods  and  best  facilities. 

The  law  directing  temperance  instruction  has  been  faithfully 
and  judiciously  carried  out  in  all  grades.  Corporal  punishment  as 
a  means  of  discipline  is  greatly  restricted  here.  That  it  should  be 
wholly  prohibited  is  a  theory  which  can  be  made  practicable  only 
with  ideal  pupils  and  ideal  teachers.  As  society  is  constituted,  we 
shall  always  have  some,  to  whom  the  sting  of  the  flesh  is  the  only 
argument  of  weight. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  room  the  Bickmore  lectures  have 
not  all  been  given,  but  they  will  be  presented  early  next  year. 
Nature  study  has  been  carried  on  in  an  elementary  way  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  but  American  history  has  been  the  favored  topic 
for  the  "  morning  hour." 

No  scale  of  salaries  has  been  followed  here,  but  the  matter  is 
being  considered.  The  average  salary  is  f437.  Only  one  male 
teacher  is  employed.  The  average  term  of  service  is  above  eight 
years,  and  faithful  teachers  have  no  fear  of  removal.  Of  the  teach- 
ing force,  12  are  graduates  of  normal  schools,  and  three  more  have 
attended  them.  One  day's  absence  on  regular  pay  is  allowed  each 
teacher,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  other  schools. 

The  board  of  education  is  generous  and  ready  to  accept  any  new 
feature  for  the  schools,  which  has  proven  its  value. 


PORT  JERIVIS 

J.  M.  DoLPH,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 10,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 2,058 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  between  5  and 

18  years  of  age 1,936 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  in  kinder- 
gartens    None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 280,211 

Average  daily  attendance 1,429.6 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  73.8^ 

ATcrage  membership  (number  belonging) 1,50^ 

Per  cent,  of  dally  attendance  on  avorage  member- 
ship    94.7 

Number  of  school  buildings 5- 

Number  of  sittings 1,800' 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 156- 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f  1,812,287 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 f33,241.50- 

Average  expenditures  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment.  Including  bonds 

and  interest 17.11 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None- 

•Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private, 

none None 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none None 

The  number  of  teachers  has  remained  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  41  regular  teachers  and  one  special  teacher. 

The  enrollment  shows  a  decrease  of  30  from  that  of  last  year> 
but  the  average  daily  attendance  increased  6.6  and  the  per  cent, 
of  attendance  on  total  net  enrollments  1.8.  The  aggregate  days  of 
attendance  increased  16,838. 

The  free  text-book  system  has  continued  to  commend  itself  to 
the  taxpayers.  The  average  annual  cost  per  pupil  has  been  a  little 
less  than  32  cents  for  the  five  years  during  which  it  has  been  in 
operation. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  is  in  effective  operation  in  our 
village  and  there  is  little  tendency  to  violate  its  provisions,  except 
on  the  part  of  parents,  who  think  that  their  consent  to  the  child'» 
occasional  absence  is  sufficient  excuse. 


SARATOGA  SPRINGS 

Thomas  B.  Kneil,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  189G  (estimated) UfiOO 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,618- 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 2,395 


*In  one  building,  kindergarten  work  was  pursued  for  the  first  half  of  the  primary  grad«i 
No.  1. 
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dumber  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens    33 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 344,010 

A»verage  daily  attendance 1,746 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  70.8 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,872 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  member- 
ship    93.3 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 2,445 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 173 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal. . . .  |4,143,127 
Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1,  . 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 142,312.67 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment 117.30 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  5;  private,  none. .  5 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  294;  pri- 
vate, none 294 


SENECA  FALLS 

F.  S.  Porter,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 7,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,523 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 958 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 138,849 

Average  daily  attendance 708 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  75 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) -    845 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  84 

Number  of  school  buildings 4 

Number  of  sittings 1,197 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 127 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f  3,514,052 

^Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes.  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 |16,303.30 
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Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  17.02 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  none 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none 

We  commenced  the  year  with  eight  new  teachers,  only  three  of 
whom  had  received  any  professional  training.  To  some  of  them 
the  work  was  entirely  new.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  some  in- 
stances the  work  of  the  pupils  suffered  while  the  teachers  were 
getting  their  experience.  There  has  been,  however,  but  little 
cause  for  complaint.  There  has  been  no  recent  year  at  least  in 
which  the  work  of  the  school  has  been  more  earnestly  accom- 
plished or  in  which  better  results  have  been  attained. 

The  special  attention  we  have  been  recently  giving  to  language 
work  is  beginning  to  bear  fruit.  Keeping  pace  with  the  gain  in 
the  use  of  good  English,  there  has  been  an  appreciable  improvement 
in  habits  of  observation,  habits  of  seeing  and  inferring  accurately 
as  well  as  of  giving  a  clear  and  concise  expression. 

Our  efforts  to  enforce  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  have  re- 
sulted in  slightly  increasing  our  attendance.  I  think  we  reach 
most  of  the  cases  in  the  village  under  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
Our  chief  trouble  is,  as  in  most  schools,  with  the  children  who 
do  not  attend  regularly  after  due  notification.  There  are  not 
enough  of  them  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  a  truant  school. 
There  are  enough^  however,  to  make  it  expensive  to  send  them  away 
to  a  truant  school.  We  have  taken  the  alternative  course  of  keep- 
ing the  truant  officer  busy  in  looking  up  and  bringing  in  the  truant 
pupils. 


SING  SING 

J.  Irving  Gorton,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 7,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31,  1896 1,372 

Total  net  enrollment  iu  public  schools  of  pupils  be* 

tween  5  and  18  years  of  age 963 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 29 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 144,962 

Average  daily  attendance 715 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment*. .  72.2 
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Average  membership  (number  belonging) 840 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  85 .2 

Number  of  school  buildings 2 

Number  of  sittings 947 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  sdhool 126 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal f  1;926,662 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1^ 
1895,  to  September  1, 1896 ;  except  bonds  and  inter- 
est, f52;  public  library,  f  413.75;  books  resold^  f600; 

and  back  pay  of  treasurer,  f  1,416.66 f  19,327.36 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f  19.48 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  2;  private,  2 4 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  114;  pri- 
vate, 21 135 

The  number  of  volumes  drawn  from  the  public  library,  which  is 
kept  in  the  high  school  under  my  care,  has  increased,  and  about 
14,000  volumes  have  been  taken  home  for  reading  during  the 
year,  and  about  4,000  volumes  in  addition  consulted  in  the  library. 

We  still  adhere  to  vertical  penmanship,  as  on  the  whole  appar- 
ently the  best. 

Our  use  of  the  stereopticon  has  amounted  to  about  one  lecture  a 
week.    It  has  been  very  pleasant  and  profitable. 


STAPLETON 

A.  Hall  Bubdiok,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  1896,  census  of  July, 

1896 7,598 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,895 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,310 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 185,735 

Average  daily  attendance 943 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment. .  71.9 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,016 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  928 

Number  of  school  buildings 1 
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Number  of  sittings 1,125 

Number  of  pupil®  in  attendance  at  high  school 33 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f2,063,080 

•Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 135,501.76 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment f 27.09 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none ;  private,  1 . . . .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, 9 9 

On  March  9th  last,  after  having  been  scattered  about  the  village 
in  rented  rooms  for  more  than  a  year  and  a  half,  our  school  first 
assembled  in  the  new  building.  This  is  a  building  of  34  class  rooms 
and  an  assembly  room,  all  well  adapted  to  secure  the  health  and 
comfort  of  pupils  and  teachers.  Each  room  is  furnished  with 
plenty  of  slate  blackboards  of  good  width  and  at  proper  height,  and 
with  single  desks,  one-tenth  of  which  are  the  Chandler  adjustable, 
and  the  others  are  the  New  York  study  desk.  The  assembly  room 
seating  900  occupies  the  court,  inclosed  on  three  sides  by  the  build- 
ing. The  school  can  be  quickly  assembled  here,  the  primary 
grades  having  to  do  the  least  traveling,  and,  on  public  occasions, 
the  room  is  readily  reached  from  the  street  without  passing  through 
the  main  halls.  The  building  is  very  satisfactory  to  the  people  and 
to  the  school,  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  members  of  our 
board  of  education,  who  have  given  much  time  and  faithful  care  to 
looking  after  all  details. 

We  have  introduced  Ward's  rational  method  in  reading  and  are 
pleased  with  the  results.  The  method  is  strong,  because  of  it» 
manner  of  beginning,  and  of  its  thorough  gradation  of  the  steps. 
The  penmanship  of  our  pupils  has  greatly  improved  since  the  intro- 
duction of  vertical  writing.  With  equal  care  and  attention,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  produce  better  results,  and  we  have  no  desire  to  return 
to  the  slant  system.  The  work  in  drawing  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  a  supervisor.  Miss  Agnes  Ostrander,  a  graduate  of  Pratt 
institute,  who  gives  her  whole  time  to  this  branch. 

The  law  requiring  the  display  of  the  national  flag  upon  school 
buildings  has  been  fully  obeyed,  and  in  doing  this  we  had  only  to 
continue  what  has  been  our  practice  for  several  years. 

On  account  of  the  condition  of  our  school  we  were  not  able  at 
first  to  enforce  the  Compulsory  Education  I^w.  In  December  last 
the  board  of  education  appointed  an  attendance  officer,  who  has 
been  most  efficient.     He  has  since  been  made  an  agent  for  the  So- 

*Not  including  new  building  on  which  there  was  paid  this  school  year,  $69,844.86. 
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ciety  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children.  This  enables  him 
to  care  more  fully  for  those  cases  due  to  neglect,  lack  of  clothing, 
etc.,  and  to  enforce  the  law  against  celling  or  famishing  cigarettes, 
or  other  forms  of  tobacco  to  children  under  16  years  of  age.  There 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  attendance  and,  as  a  natural 
result,  in  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  There  was  an  increase  for  the 
year  in  the  total  net  enrollment  of  13.6  per  cent,  and  in  the  aggre- 
gate attendance  of  18.3  per  cent. 

During  July  the  attendance  oflBlcer  took  the  census  of  the  district* 
This  shows  our  population  to  be  7,598,  as  follows: 

Under  five  years  of  age 882 

Of  compulsory  age 1,12& 

Of  school,  but  not  compulsory,  age 766 

Over  18  years  of  age 4,821 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  we  organized  an  academic  department^ 
which  was  placed  under  the  Regents. 


TONAWANDA 

F.  J.  Diamond,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (actual) 7,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,225 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,740 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in  kin- 
dergartens   40 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 238,232 

Average  daily  attendance 1,215 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment . .  68 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,415 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership .  86 

Number  of  school  buildings 6 

Number  of  sittings 1,520 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 90 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal |3,300,00O 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1, 1896 127,848.20 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil,  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment fl5.45 

Number  of  evening  schools 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 77 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1;  private,  none 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  85;  pri- 
vate, none 8& 
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I  do  not  know  that  there  is  occasion  for  extended  comment  either 
upon  the  foregoing  figures  or  upon  the  work  of  the  past  year.  The 
apparent  disparity  between  total  enrollment  and  average  member- 
ship has  its  explanation  in  the  presence  of  three  parochial  schools, 
whose  pupils  were  many  of  them  in  the  public  schools  for  a  portion 
of  the  year. 

Each  year  shows  a  marked  increase  in  both  nominal  and  actual 
attendance,  the  increase  being  much  in  excess  of  any  increase  in  total 
population.  The  figures  for  four  years  under  these  heads  are  as 
follows: 

1892-3 

1893-4 

1894-5 

1895-6 

Our  village  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  part  of  the  State  in 
anticipating  the  conditions  for  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Attendance  Law  by  supplying  free  text-books  and  other 
requisites  for  work.  Three  years  under  free  books  and  supplies 
have  justified  the  plan,  whether  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of 
economy  or  of  eflBciency. 


Total 
registration 

▲TSrmc* 
&ttandane« 

1,496 
1,590 
1,694 
1,803 

906 
1,029 
1,163 
1,226 

WATERFORD 

Alexandbb  Falconeb,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31,  1896  (estimated) 6,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,208 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,003 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens None 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 144,705 

Average  daily  attendance 765+ 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  76+ 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 900 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership,  89+ 

Number  of  school  buildings 3 

Number  of  sittings 1,125 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 120 

Assessed  valuation  of  village,  real  and  personal f  1,249,160 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 
1895,  to  September  1,  1896 fl8,448.89 
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Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled^ based  on  net  enrollment f  18.39 

Number  of  evening  schools 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools 40 

Number  of  kindergartens,  private 1 

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergarten 12 

Owing  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law, 
we  have  found  our  seating  capacity  insufficient  to  accommodate 
the  increased  attendance.  The  board  of  education  took  the  matter 
into  consideration  and  decided  to  extend  the  capacity  of  school 
No.  1  and  arranged  the  same  for  a  high  school  department  at  an  out- 
lay of  f3,000.  The  extension  gives  five  additional  rooms  that  will 
accommodate  250  more  pupils.  School  No.  2  is  overcrowded,  and 
the  matter  of  a  new  school  building  is  being  considered. 

Ward's  rational  phonetic  method  of  reading  has  been  introduced 
into  grades  one,  two  and  three.  The  method  is  in  charge  of  one  of 
our  teachers,  Nora  I.  Hartnett,  who  went  to  Brooklyn  last  May  to 
investigate  the  operation  of  the  method  and  its  advantages.  I  be- 
lieve the  method  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  pupils. 

Our  course  of  study  has  been  revised  to  conform  to  the  three- 
year  course  of  study  recommended  by  the  State  Ck)uncil  of  Super- 
intendents and  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction.  We  hold  the  students  strictly  to  the  course,  rather 
than  to  Regents'  counts,  making  the  Regents'  examinations  inci- 
dental rather  than  necessary  for  graduation.  Our  courses  have 
been  presented  to  the  Regents'  and  State  Department  and  have 
their  approval.  One  year  has  been  added  to  our  course,  making  it 
thirteen  years. 

Our  high  school  cadets,  60  in  number^  have  been  armed  with  rifles 
and  have  regular  army  uniforms.  They  are  in  command  of  Major 
Arthur  Hamilton,  of  the  National  Guard.  The  cadets  went  to 
camp  at  Round  Lake  for  ten  days  on  July  3,  where  they  did  the 
duty  of  regular  soldiers,  such  as  guard  mount,  parades  and  drills. 
The  camp  life  gave  a  fine  outing  to  the  boys. 

During  the  year  our  attendance  officer  brought  two  parents  be- 
fore the  police  court  and  arrested  17  truants  and  committed  two 
boys  to  Weschester  Home,  one  boy  to  Fairview  Home  and  two  girls 
to  St.  Coleman's  Home.  Our  citizens  believe  in  the  law  and  aid  in 
its  enforcement. 

Our  board  of  education  have  resolved  to  employ  no  teacher  here- 
after who  has  not  had  professional  training  or  experience.  We 
have  23  teachers  who  are  earnest,  capable  and  industrious,  and 
while  some  have  not  had  the  benefits  of  professional  training,  they 
have  made  up  that  loss  by  diligent  study  and  earnest  work.  The 
educational  interests  of  Waterford  are  very  fortunate  in  having 
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a  board  of  education  of  good  and  capable  men  in  every  respect^ 
who  are  thoroughly  alive  to  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the 
schools. 


WHITE  PLAINS 
Ralph  A.  Stewart,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 6,500 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 1,424 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 880 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 10 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools 

of  village 121,368 

Average  daily  attendance 664 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment.  60 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 665 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  9,353 

Number  of  school  buildings 1 

Number  of  sittings 741 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 97 

Assessed  valuation  of  village^  real  and  personal (2,138,560 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 (27,262.61 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment 130.32 

Number  of  evening  schools None 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schools None 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  1;  private,  none. .  1 
Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  116;  pri- 
vate, none 116 

During  the  past  three  years  the  schools  have  practically  doubled  ' 
baring  advanced  in  average  attendance  from  334,  in  1893,  to  654,  in 
1896.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  has  been  increased  from 
12,  in  1893,  to  19,  in  1896.  The  average  number  of  pupils  enrolled 
per  teacher  has  remained  the  same,  56.  While  this  number  is  quite 
too  large,  it  would  not  cause  serious  inconvenience  if  the  distri- 
bution were  equal;  but  while  some  grades  enrolled  as  few  as  38> 
others  had  on  register  as  many  as  116.  The  kindergarten,  during 
the  months  of  May  and  June,  averaged  72  pupils,  all  of  whom  were 
in  one  room,  but  under  the  care  of  two  teachers. 

The  high  school  is  now  a  reality.    About  two  and  a  half  years 
of  academic  work  was  done  this  year.    This  will  be  increased  each 


VHXAGB  SUPBBINTENDBNTS'   EePOBTS — WoODHAVEN  577 

year,  until  an  entire  four  years'  course  is  established.  A  course 
of  study  comprising  three  four-year  courses  has  been  arranged. 
The  completion  of  any  one  of  these  will  earn  for  the  pupil  con- 
siderable more  than  a  50-count  Regent's  diploma.  The  classical 
course  is  suflBlciently  comprehensive  to  fit  a  pupil  for  college;  the 
modern  language  course  meets  the  requirements  of  the  technical 
schools;  while  the  strong,  well-balanced  English  course  is  well 
adapted  as  a  preparation  for  the  duties  of  the  world. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  grades  has  been  completely  re-ar- 
ranged during  the  past  three  years,  and  as  a  result,  a  more  logical 
distribution  of  time  among  the  subjects  has  been  secured.  This 
has  made  possible  the  enriching  of  the  course  along  the  lines  of 
science,  history,  geography,  literature,  and  form-study  and  draw- 
ing. These  changes  have  been  introduced  gradually  so  as  not  to 
disturb  seriously  the  running  of  the  school. 

The  work  in  form-study  and  drawing,  which  is  supervised  by  a 
special  teacher,  has  been  correlated  carefully  with  the  other  work, 
with  the  result  of  increased  interest  and  helpfulness  in  this  sub- 
ject. Music,  another  subject  which  is  directed  by  a  special 
teacher,  is  accomplishing  excellent  results.  As  now  presented,  it 
is  as  much  a  thought  subject  as  arithmetic,  no  mere  rote  work 
being  allowed.  The  result,  especially  in  the  lower  grades,  are 
marvelous.  A  modest  beginning  in  fitting  up  a  gymnasium  has 
been  made.  All  departments  from  the  second  grade  through  the 
high  school  use  the  apparatus,  gaining  thereby  increased  enthus- 
iasm in  the  gymnastic  work  and  increased  benefit  from  it.  This 
work  is  directed  by  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  school  of  gymnastics. 

The  CJompulsory  Education  Law  was  enforced  with  a  reasonable 
degree  of  strictness.  As  a  result,  the  punctuality  and  attendance 
were  very  noticeably  improved.  Although  there  are  no  definite 
figures,  the  registration  was  undoubtedly  increased  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law. 


WOODHAVEN  (No.  7,  Jamaica.) 

Cyrus  E.  Smith,  Superintendent 

Population  of  village,  July  31, 1896  (estimated) 8,000 

School  population  (5  to  18  years),  July  31, 1896 2,056 

Total  net  enrollment  in  public  schools  of  pupils  be- 
tween 5  and  18  years  of  age 1,812 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age  enrolled  in 

kindergartens 

Aggregate  days  of  attendance  in  all  public  schools  of 

village 220,723 

Average  daily  attendance 1,379 

37 
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Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  total  net  enrollment  76 

Average  membership  (number  belonging) 1,312 

Per  cent,  of  daily  attendance  on  average  membership.  93 

Number  of  school  buildings  (a  new  building  is  nearly 

completed) 4 

Number  of  sittings 1^2 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  high  school 19 

Assessed  valuation  of  city,  real  and  personal |2,805,117 

Expenditures  for  all  school  purposes,  September  1, 

1895,  to  September  1,  1896 $69,072.66 

Average  expenditure  for  all  purposes  per  pupil  en- 
rolled, based  on  net  enrollment 1^.12 

Number  of  evening  schools 

Number  of  pupils  in  evening  schooldT. 

Number  of  kindergartens,  public,  none;  private,  none,     

Number  of  pupils  in  kindergartens,  public,  none;  pri- 
vate, none 
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INDIAN    SCHOOLS 


1.  NAMES  AND  POST  OPFICE  ADDRESSES  OE  SXTPEBINTENDENTS 


Superlntendeiits  of  Schools,  Indian  Beservatlons 


SUPERINTENDENT 


Reservation 


William  K.  Harriton 
W.  W.  Newman.... 

C.  McConnell 

J.  S.  Rajnor 

Charles  C.  Parker... 
W.P.  Mentz 


Post  office  address 


Allegany  and  Cattarangiis.. 

Onondaga  

St.  Regis 

Shinnecock  and  Poospatack 

Tonawanda 

Tuscarora 


Salamanca. 
SoQth  Onondaga. 
Hogansbnrgh 
East  Moriches. 
Akron. 
Suspension   Bridge. 


2.  BEPOBTS  OF  ST7PEBINTENDENTS 


ALLEGANY  AND  CATTARAUGUS  RESERVATIONS 
William  K.  Harrison,  Superintendent 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  as  superintendent  of  the  Indian 
Bchools  on  the  Allegany  and  Cattaraugus  reservations  for  the  year 
ending  July  31, 1896. 

There  are  six  schools  on  the  Allegany  reservation,  located 
about  five  or  six  miles  apart,  and  accommodating  the  inhabitants 
of  the  reservation  fairly  well  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  com- 
munities. The  average  attendance  at  these  schools  for  the  year  has 
been  about  40  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  school  age.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  about  200  children  of  school  age  on  this  reservation 
and  about  140  of  them  have  been  registered  as  attending  school 
some  part  of  the  year,  or  about  71  per  cent. 

All  of  the  teachers  in  this  reservation  are  white.  The  interest 
of  the  Indian  people  in  the  schools  is  apparently  increasing. 

The  number  of  schools  on  the  Cattaraugus  reservation  is  10.  The 
communities  on  this  reservation  are  better  supplied  with  schools 
than  upon  the  Allegany  reservation,  and  the  interest  of  the  Indians 
in  the  schools  is  more  apparent  than  on  the  other  reservation.  The 
average  attendance  for  the  year  was  about  42  per  cent,  of  the  chil- 
dren of  school  age  on  the  reservation  and  the  whole  number  regis- 
tered was  about  78  per  cent.  The  schools  on  this  reservation  are 
in  better  condition  than  on  the  Allegany  reservation,  and  the  chil- 
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dren  make  better  progress  in  their  studies.  The  only  reason  that  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  for  this  is  that  the  people  on  this  reserva- 
tion average  a  better  intelligence  and  have  been  more  thrifty, 
although  in  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  marked  improvement 
in  these  respects  among  the  people  on  the  Allegany  reservation. 
The  Indians  on  each  reservation  furnish  the  wood  for  the  schools 
almost  entirely  and  there  are  but  few  days  during  the  year  when  the 
schools  are  without  fuel.  The  teachers  on  the  Cattaraugus  reserva- 
tion are  mainly  white.  Three  Indian  teachers  have  been  em- 
ployed during  the  year.  Some  of  these  teachers  have  been  teach- 
ing Indian  schools  for  25  years.  There  are  a  number  of  young  men 
and  women  from  the  Cattaraugus  reservation  attending  school  at 
Hampton,  Carlisle  and  various  normal  schools  of  the  State.  There 
seems  to  be  quite  a  sentiment  among  the  representative  Indians  on 
both  reservations  in  favor  of  a  Compulsory  Education  Law,  and  I 
should  be  very  much  in  favor  of  such  a  law  if  some  way  can  be 
devised  by  which  it  can  be  successfully  enforced.  At  present  I 
think  the  State  is  paying  out  as  much  for  the  schools  as  it  ought, 
and  if  there  is  any  expense  incurred  in  enforcing  such  a  law  it  ought 
to  be  borne  by  the  Indians. 

On  the  whole  I  believe  the  schools  and  the  attendance  to  be 
better  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago,  and  that  from  present  indi- 
cation they  will  continue  to  improve  in  proportion  as  the  interest  in 
them  increases  among  the  people. 


ONONDAGA  RESERVATION 
W.  W.  Newman,  Superintendent 

Our  reservation  State  school  has  been,  during  the  past  year,  in 
charge  of  Miss  Mary  W.  Ross,  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Oneonta 
normal  school.  She  was  recommended  to  me  by  Principal  Milne 
as  one  who,  for  religious  reasons,  preferred  missionary  rather 
than  other  school  work.  Her  assistant.  Miss  Helen  L.  Potter,  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Syracuse  high  school,  and  had  been  two  years  in 
in  the  Syracuse  university.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  as  neither  the  Methodist  nor  Episcopal  missions  had 
any  Sabbath  school,  they  soon  began  one  in  the  schoolhouse. 

They  have  worked  intelligently,  faithfully  and  successfully 
during  the  school  year  of  forty  weeks.  But  even  with  all  their 
hard  work  the  yearly  total  of  pupils  decreased  from  a  total  of  118 
in  1894-'95  to  104  in  1895-'96,  and  the  yearly  average  from  55  to  42. 
Perhaps  a  part  of  this  decrease  may  be  on  account  of  Indian  chil- 
dren being  sent  to  the  Thomas  Orphan  Asylum,  to  Philadelphia, 
Carlisle  and  Hampton. 
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The  same  reasons  that  make  a  Compulsory  School  Law  neces- 
sary for  the  whites  make  it  even  more  plausible  for  the  Indians. 
The  whites  are  taxed.  The  Indians  are  exempt  from  taxation. 
The  whites  dare  not  allow  a  part  of  their  children  to  grow  up  with- 
out the  restraining  and  stimulating  influence  of  the  schools.  How 
much  more  necessary  that  a  so-called  inferior  race  should  be  edu- 
cated! In  my  report  of  1888,  I  said:  "  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
legislation  compelling  the  attendance  of  Indian  children  at  the 
State  schools  be  placed  in  some  available  form  for  the  well-being 
of  our  Indian  children."  In  1896  an  Indian  grandmother  who  sent 
the  children  of  her  own  household  very  regularly  to  school  wrote 
to  the  Department  on  this  matter  and  received  this  letter: 

"STATE  OF  NEW  YORK: 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Public  Instruction, 
Supbrintbndbnt's  Office,  Albany,  June  8,  1896. 

Mrs.  Jaris  Pibrcb,  Onondaga  Castle: 

Mrs.  Pierce. —  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  Ist  inst.,  I  regret  ex- 
ceedingly to  have  to  say  that  the  provisions  of  the  Compulsory 
Education  Law  are  not  applicable  to  Indians. 

I  hope  that  your  evident  interest  in  the  education  of  these  unfor- 
tunate children  will  lead  you  to  devise  some  means  to  secure  their 
attendance  at  school. 

I  assure  you  of  my  sympathy  and  my  help  in  whatever  way  I 
may  be  able  consistently  to  render  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES  R.  SKINNER, 

State  SuperintendentJ' 

That  letter  is  all  right  in  spirit  and  in  promise^  but  if  a  proper 
amendment  to  the  present  Compulsory  Education  Law,  or  a  new 
Indian  Education  Compulsory  Law  should  be  before  the  Legis- 
lature during  its  next  session,  we  shall  appeal  to  you  for  counsel, 
"  sympathy  and  help." 


ST.  REGIS  RESERVATION 
C.  McCoNNBLL,  Superintendent 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  under  my 
charge : 

I  think  during  the  school  year  just  ended,  the  pupils  in  the  various 
schools  have  improved  more  rapidly  than  in  any  year  preceding, 
that  I  have  been  connected  with  them. 
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We  are  slowly  correcting  some  of  our  greatest  drawbacks,  and 
with  a  corps  of  good  teachers,  two  of  them  normal  graduates  en- 
gaged for  the  coming  year,  I  look  forward  to  even  greater  improve- 
ment The  attendance  is  somewhat  smaller,  owing  to  the  special 
effort  put  forth  by  the  management  of  a  white  school  in  the  vicinity 
to  draft  the  Indian  children. 

There  are  some  improvements  in  and  around  the  school  buildings 
very  much  needed.  It  is  recommended,  chiefly  as  a  matter  of 
economy,  that  the  various  school  buildings  be  repainted;  some  are 
already  badly  in  need  of  paint.  Further,  it  is  desired  that  all  school 
buildings  situated  in  pasture  fields  should  be  inclosed  by  suitable 
fences.    There  is  much  objection  to  barbed-wire  fence. 

The  primary  task  in  the  schools  consists  in  teaching  the  pupils 
the  English  language.  They  live  in  homes,  where  they  rarely  hear 
anything  but  the  native  dialect.  The  necessary  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  school  is  largely  by  objects  and  symbols.  The  blackboards 
have  become  worn  and  are  inadequate  in  space.  From  12  to  16  feet 
of  substantial  board,  as  for  instance  slate,  is  indispensable.  For 
assistance  in  geography  two  maps  for  wall,  one  a  map  of  the  United 
States,  are  essential. 


SHINNECOCK  AND  POOSPATUCK  RESERVATIONS 

J.  S.  Raynor,  Superintendent 

In  making  my  annual  report  for  the  Shinnecock  and  Poospatuck 
schools,  I  can  only  say  that  they  were  taught  for  the  usual  time,  by 
the  same  teachers,  and  in  much  the  same  manner  as  for  several 
years  past.  I  have  heretofore  insisted  upon  instruction  concerning 
the  effects  of  alcohol  and  tobacco  upon  the  human  system,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  year  we  tried  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  more 
recent  law.  I  am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  all  rightly  directed 
efforts  for  creating  in  the  minds  of  the  young  an  aversion  to  the 
ordinary  use  of  these  poisons,  and  think  all  our  teaching  should 
tend  toward  good  morals  and  good  citizenship. 

The  Shinnecock  school  situated  near  the  thriving  village  of 
Southampton,  frequently  receives  benefit  in  some  way  from  its 
people.  For  two  or  three  years  we  have  felt  the  need  of  new  desks, 
but  delayed  and  hesitated  about  trying  to  procure  means  through 
legislative  appropriation.  Lately,  the  Southampton  Union  School 
made  some  changes  in  its  seating  arrangements  and  gave  us  some 
of  their  discarded  ones,  so  that  our  house  is  now  reseated  with  desks 
practically  as  good  as  new. 

In  matters  of  instruction,  while  we  claim  no  startling  progress, 
we  feel  assured  of  an  upward  tendency,  and  for  this  we  continue  to 
strive. 
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TONA WANDA  RESERVATION 
Charles  C.  Parkbr,  Superintendent 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the 
prosperity  of  the  schools  in  my  charge.  It  is  my  belief  that  they 
have  been  more  interesting  and  successful  during  the  past  year 
than  in  any  previous  year  of  their  history.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  year  it  has  been  my  aim  to  arouse  an  interest  in  the  children, 
and  the  desired  result  seems  to  have  been  accomplished,  viz.,  the 
greater  interest  of  all  concerned — teachers,  trustees  and  parents, 
as  well  as  children.  One  reason  for  this  conviction  is  that  parents 
say  that  it  was  difficult  to  persuade  the  children  to  remain  at  home 
when  they  were  needed. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  for  the  first  time,  and  there  seemed  to 
be  much  interest  manifested.  The  parents  furnished  the  (maple) 
trees  and  the  children  carried  them  to  the  school  grounds.  The 
large  boys  set  the  trees,  and  the  girls  and  small  boys  made  the 
flower  beds.  All  seemed  to  enjoy  the  work  and  take  special  inter- 
est in  it. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  been  larger  than  during 
any  previous  year,  and  it  would  doubtless  be  increased  much  more 
if  suitable  accommodations  were  provided.  Many  of  the  children 
have  to  walk  three  or  four  miles  to  school,  and  so  can  not  attend 
in  bad  weather.  They  need  a  schoolhouse  nearer  at  hand.  A 
suitable  building  is  also  needed  in  district  No.  1,  where  the  former 
schoolhouse  burned  about  six  years  ago.  In  this  district  a  small 
dwelling-house  is  rented  for  school  purposes,  but  it  is  not  adapted 
to  nor  fit  for  such  a  purpose.  Both  these  buildings  are  greatly 
needed,  and  should  be  provided  at  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  schools  closed  on  June  25,  with  union  school  exercises  and  a 
picnic.  The  large  gathering  of  Indians  and  visiting  whites  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  day,  and  we  were  encouraged  to  hope  that  still  more 
good  may  be  accomplished  during  the  coming  year  than  in  the  one 
just  ended. 

We  believe  that  the  advancement  of  education  among  the  Indian 
people  is  the  surest  means  of  making  them  good  citizens. 


TUSCARORA  RESERVATION 

W.  P.  Mentz,  Superintendent 

The  schools  upon  this  reservation,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  have 
passed  another  year  very  pleasantly,  and  have  made  good  progress 
in  their  studies,  and  appreciate  their  comfortable  schoolhouses 
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and  pleasant  yards,  which,  we  feel,  has  a  tendency  to  make  them 
improve  their  own  homes  and  surroundings. 

The  number  of  children  of  school  age  upon  this  reservation  is 
105;  whole  number  who  attended  school  some  portion  of  the  year, 
87;  and  some  of  the  18  not  attending  the  reservation  schools  have 
attended  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  leaving  only  a  very  few  that  have  not 
attended  school. 

The  Indians  have  been  liberal  in  the  matter  of  fuel,  and  there  is 
nearly  enough  in  the  sheds  at  present  to  last  the  greater  part  of 
next  winter,  I  urge  them  to  provide  fuel  ahead,  to  stimulate  them 
to  practice  the  same  policy  in  their  own  homes. 

The  parents  appreciate  the  liberal  support  from  the  State  in  the 
cause  of  education  and  often  express  themselves  as  grateful  for 
the  interest  taken  in  their  behalf.  The  schoolhouses  and  yards 
are  commented  upon,  not  only  by  the  Indians,  but  by  the  whites 
who  chance  to  pass  by  them,  and  when  all  the  trees  growing  around 
them  become  large  enough,  it  will  make  the  yards  pleasant  and 
shady  resorts  for  teachers  and  children. 

The  teachers  and  scholars  seem  to  work  in  harmony,  and  a  deep 
interest  is  manifested  to  improve  the  time  and  opportunity  to  be- 
come good  citizens  and  to  be  better  able  to  engage  in  the  duties  and 
vocations  they  may  follow.  Upon  the  whole  the  schools  are  pros- 
pering, and,  to  a  certain  extent,  our  expectations  are  realized. 


8.  STATISTICAL  TABLE 

ShowinflT  the  attendance,  etc.,  at  the  neveral  Indian   schools  on   the   dlffereBt  * 

reservations. 


Allegany... 

Cattaranfrns 
Onondaga . . 
St.  Betrls... 
Sbinnerock 
Poospatuck 
Ton  a  wand  a 
Tuscarora. . 

ToUl..-, 


Number 

of 
diatrictH 
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of  pupils 

of  Achool 

age 

6 
10 
1 
5 
1 
1 
3 
2 
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325 
55 
19 
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29 
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143 

79 
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42 
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60 

51 

24 

13 

10 
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53 

87 

32 
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of 
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6 
10 
2 
5 
1 
1 
3 
2 


30 


Expense 


$2,003  30 

3.772  «i 

1,510  78 

1,763  55 

457  76 

880  57 

1,302  35 

700  00 


$11,891  16 
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1.  I.isT  OF  Institutions  and  Superintendents 

2.  Reports  of  Superintendents 

3.  Statistical  Table 


1.  INSTIT  U  TIONS  FOB  DEFECTIVES 
Names  and  Post  ofllce  Addresses  of  Principals  and  Saperlntendento 


Principals  or  snperin ten  dents 


Name  of  Institution 


Enoch  Henry  Currier,  prin } 

Chauncey  N.  Brainerd,  supt > 

D.Greene,  prin 

Celestine  Scbottniiiller.  supt 

Edward  Beverley  Nelson,  prin... 

Z.  F.  Westervelt,  supt 

Mary  Ann  Burke,  prin 

Edward  C.  Rider,  supt 

William  B.  Walt,  supt 


I 


iNew  York  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb 

Io8titution  for  the  Improved  In- 
struction of  Deaf-Mutes 


St.  Joseph's  Institute  for  the  Im- 
proved Instruction  of  Deaf- 
Mutes 

Central  New  York  Institution  for 
Deaf-Mutes 

Western  New  York  Institution  for 
Deaf-Mutes 

Le  Couteulx  St.  MaryV  InHtitution 
for  Improved  Instruction  of 
Deaf-  M  u teH  

Northern  New  York  Institution 
for  Deaf-Mutes 

The  New  York  Institution  for  the 
Blind...  


Post  office  addreas 


Station  M,  New  York. 

Lexington  ave.,  between 
67tb  and  68th  8U..N.Y. 


Fordham. 

Rome. 

Rochester 

Bnflialo. 

Malone. 

34th    St.    and   9th  are.. 
New  York  city. 


INSTITUTIONS  FOR  DEAF  AND  DUMB 


2.  BEPOBTS  OP  SXJFEBINTENDENTS 


NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSTRUCTION  OP 

THE   DEAF  AND  DUMB 

Enoch  Hbnry  Currier,  Principal 

I  herewith  transmit  the  seventh-eighth  annual  report  of  this  in- 
stitution covering  the  work  accomplished  during  the  last  year. 

For  the  period  including  August  31st,  there  were  enrolled  418 
pupils,  of  whom  275  were  males  and  143  females,  supported  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  hundred  and  forty-one  by  the  State  of  New  York ;  138 
under  12  years  of  age  by  the  counties;  34  part  of  the  year  by  the 
counties  and  part  of  the  year  by  the  State;  four  by  their  parents 
and  guardians;  and  one  by  the  institution. 

Of  the  pupils  enumerated,  165  were  born  deaf;  64  became  deaf 
under  the  age  of  2  years;  110  became  deaf  after  the  age  of  2  and 
before  the  age  of  7;  33  became  deaf  after  the  age  of  7;  41  were 
partially  deaf,  and  defective  in  speech;  and  in  five  cases  the  age 
at  which  deafness  occurred  is  unknown. 

In  the  intellectual  department  of  the  institution  26  teachers  in- 
cluding the  principal  were  engaged,  six  gentlemen  and  20  ladies,  all 
of  whonk  had  been  selected  with  special  reference  to  their  experience 
in  the  work  of  instructing  the  deaf. 

The  training  in  handicrafts  afforded  in  the  trades'  school  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  12  competent  masters.  In  this  training  of 
both  mind  and  hand  afforded  to  the  pupils  of  this  institution,  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  highest  possible  standard  of 
excellence  in  all  the  departments. 

The  library  of  the  institution,  which  includes  a  special  collection 
of  works  relating  to  the  profession  of  deaf-mute  instruction,  haa 
been  further  increased  and  at  present  contains  7,412  volumes,  and 
13,361  pamphlets.  Of  the  bound  volumes,  1,800  are  set  aside  for  the 
special  use  of  the  pupils,  whose  reading  is  carefully  encouraged  and 
directed  by  the  instructors.  The  reading-room  is  supplied  with  all 
the  leading  periodicals,  and  a  selection  of  the  weekly  illustrated 
journals.  The  laboratory  and  cabinet  of  the  school  are  in  excel- 
lent condition,  and  receive  such  additions  from  time  to  time  as  cir- 
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cumstances  may  require  for  the  proper  elucidation  and  illustration 
of  the  courses  of  study. 

The  rotation  system  employed,  made  up  of  periods  of  40  minutes, 
has  given  complete  satisfaction.  It  has  proved  to  be  a  decided 
advance  over  the  single-class  system.  Aside  from  freeing  the  pupil 
from  the  monotony  resulting  from  continued  confinement  to  one 
room  during  the  entire  school  session,  rotation  permits  the  teachers 
to  give  special  attention  to  one  subject,  and  affords  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  that  subject  more  thoroughly  and  attractively 
so  that  the  interest  of  the  pupil  is  retained.  It  moreover  brings  the 
pupil  in  contact  with  several  teachers  in  place  of  one,  thereby  af- 
fording him  more  extended  general  information  than  is  possible 
under  any  other  plan.  Not  the  least,  however,  of  the  advantages  of 
this  system  is  the  ease  with  which  the  proper  aeeignment  of  new 
pupils  is  made  as  they  arrive,  without  unduly  crowding  a  class. 
The  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  new  pupils  throughout  the 
school  year^  with  the  difficulty  of  engaging  additional  experienced 
teachers  after  the  opening  of  the  school,  makes  this  consideration 
an  exceedingly  important  one. 

Each  grade  has  its  own  program  of  work  adapted  to  the  stand- 
ing of  the  pupils  therein.  These  programs  indicate  the  work 
for  the  entire  academic  year,  which,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  studies  and  grading  according  to  the  changes 
in  the  relative  rank  of  the  pupils,  is  divided  into  three  terms.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  that,  with  deaf  children,  individual  treatment 
is  to  a  great  extent  an  absolute  necessity.  The  smaller  the  class 
the  more  this  is  possible,  and  the  more  marked  is  the  progress  of  the 
pupil.  A  class  numbering  from  10  to  12  is  quite  enough  to  demand 
all  the  tact,  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  most  accomplished  teacher. 
With  this  number  he  is  enabled  to  do  each  pupil  justice;  with  a 
larger  number  both  the  pupil  and  the  teacher  must  suffer,  the  former 
from  the  lack  of  individual  attention;  the  latter  from  the  loss  of 
nerve  force  expended  in  attempting  to  give  the  benefit  of  his  skill 
equally.  Under  the  present  system  no  class  has  more  than  13  pu- 
pils, the  majority  10,  and  some  8.  Acareful  study  of  the  needs  of  the 
individual  is  made,  in  every  instance,  and  the  proper  methods  to  be 
employed  are  thus  indicated.  Speech  is  taught  to  all.  Many  are 
taught  by  speech  exclusively;  a  number  through  speech  addressed 
to  the  ear.  The  object  of  all  our  instruction  is  to  give  to  the  pupil 
the  ability  to  use  the  English  language  readily  and  correctly,  hence 
constant  practice  in  various  visible  forms  thereof  is  required  of  all. 

The  work  in  the  gymnasium  has  already  more  than  fulfilled  my 
expectations.  Marked  increase  in  chest  measurements  and  the 
greater  ability  to  properly  regulate  breathing  have  proven  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  theory  advanced  last  year.  This  institution  is  the 
first,  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  only  one  in  this  country 
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in  which  daily  gymnastic  work  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
successful  articulation. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  adoption  by  the  directors  of  a 
distinctive  uniform  for  the  male  pupils,  and  with  the  commencement 
of  the  second  term  in  January,  1896,  military  drill  was  inaugurated 
and  has  surpassed  all  my  expectations  as  an  aid  to  the  discipline 
necessary  to  the  successful  management  of  a  large  school. 

This  drill,  in  connection  with  the  regular  systematic  physical 
training  of  the  gymnasium,  has  produced  a  marked  improvem^it  in 
the  appearance  of  the  boys;  has  secured  an  erect  carriage,  and  has 
overcome  the  sliding,  shuffling  walk  common  to  deaf  children.  This 
distinctive  dress  possesses  also  another  advantage  since  it  incul- 
cates habits  of  neatness  and  affords  to  all  pupils  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity of  appearing  well  dressed. 

An  interesting  event  in  the  school  day  is  the  ceremony  of  raising 
the  flag  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  school  session.  The  color 
guard  march  out  from  the  main  building  and  proceed  along  the 
driveway  to  the  staffs  which  stands  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the 
entrance  gate.  The  sergeant  in  charge  raises  the  flag,  and  as  it 
reaches  the  top  of  the  pole  a  salute  is  given.  At  the  close  of  the 
day,  with  appropriate  ceremony,  the  colors  are  lowered.  In  this 
way  reverence  for  and  loyalty  to  the  emblem  of  our  country  are 
taught. 

The  new  trades  school  building  has  been  completed  sufficiently 
to  permit  the  installation  of  the  printing  office,  cabinet  and  car- 
pentry departments,  and  the  other  trades  will  be  transferred  to 
the  new  building  in  early  September.  The  building  is  on  the 
lines  of  the  former  building  (the  destruction  of  which  by  fire  I 
reported  to  you  last  year),  with  several  important  improvements 
and  additions,  is  of  three  stories  and  basement,  and  100  x  30  feet 
in  dimensions. 

As  a  protection  against  a  repetition  of  the  loss  sustained  last 
year  by  fire  of  the  trades  school  building,  the  directors  have  pur- 
chased a  Hey  wood  chemical  engine,  and  the  fire  department  of  the 
city  of  New  York  has  loaned  a  steam  fire  engine  to  the  institution, 
for  which  a  special  house  is  being  erected.  A  fire  company  has 
been  organized  among  the  officers  and  older  pupils  for  active 
service,  and  frequent  drills  have  secured  an  efficiency  which  it  is 
believed  will  enable  us  to  hold  in  cheeky  until  the  regular  fire  de- 
partment shall  respond,  any  fire  that  may  occur  in  the  group  of 
buildings. 

Early  in  January  a  number  of  the  younger  boys  were  placed  at 
work  in  the  new  range  of  greenhouses,  entering  upon  a  regular 
course  of  instruction  in  horticulture  under  a  competent  instruc- 
tor. It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  result  of  this  training  will 
open  a  new  field  of  remunerative  occupation  to  our  graduates^  tli^ 
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more  common  trades  being  now  overrun  in  the  competitive  strug- 
gle for  existence. 

Within  the  past  year  special  attention  has  been  given  toward 
perfecting  classes  of  both  sexes  in  the  culinary  art.  The  advanced 
female  class  in  this  branch  has  shown  marked  progress.  On 
occasions  without  any  previous  notice,  the  members  are  supplied 
with  materials  for  a  course  dinner,  and  are  called  upon  to  prepare 
and  serve  the  same.  Most  excellent  meals  have  been  produced 
which  indicate  the  practical  value  of  the  instruction  the  pupils 
receive  in  this  most  necessary  branch  of  training. 

The  birthday  of  Lincoln  was,  for  the  first  time,  appropriately 
observed  by  patriotic  exercises  in  the  chapel  of  the  institution. 
On  Washington's  birthday,  and  also  on  Arbor  Day,  special  exer- 
cises appropriate  to  the  occasion  are  used  to  illustrate  and  in- 
culcate patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  our  pupils,  and  thus  the  deaf 
children  are  kept  in  touch  with  the  great  world  in  which  they  live. 

It  is  with  justifiable  pride  that  I  report  the  receipt  from  the 
World's  Columbian  Commission,  of  a  special  diploma  and  bronze 
medal  awarded^  "  For  evidence  of  excellent  methods  in  teaching 
and  good  work  done  by  the  pupils." 

At  several  special  conventions  of  teachers  of  the  deaf  held  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  institution  has  been  represented. 

The  aim  of  the  institution  is  in  the  direction  of  affording  to  the 
pupils  a  practical  education  of  both  mind  and  hand^  and  the  meas- 
ure of  success  that  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  past  year  has 
been  gratifying  to  both  educator  and  philanthropist. 


INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    IMPROVED    INSTRUCTION    OF 

DEAF-MUTES,  NEW  YORK 

D.  Greene,  Principal 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  institution  under  my  charge  for  the  school  year 
ending  this  date. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  who  were  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  is  217.  Of  these,  131 
were  State  pupils,  81  were  county  pupils  and  five  were  pay  pupils. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  last  school  year  the  pupils  were 
divided  into  16  classes,  each  of  which  had  its  regular  teacher.  But 
the  lower  classes  becoming  too  full  to  insure  satisfactory  results 
in  the  instruction,  the  school  committee  authorized  the  engage- 
ment of  an  additional  teacher,  in  December  last,  which  action 
afforded  the  desired  relief.    It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all 
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teachers  of  the  deaf,  regardless  of  the  system  of  instruction  to 
which  thej  adhere,  that  other  things  being  equal,  the  smaller  the 
number  of  pupils  that  a  teacher  has  to  instruct  in  one  class,  the 
better  will  be  the  results  of  the  teaching.  In  an  institution  of  this 
kind,  no  class  should  contain  more  than  10  pupils^  and  if  the  finan- 
ces permit,  the  number  should  be  limited  to  eight.  Owing 
to  their  peculiar  condition,  the  children  under  our  charge  require 
a  great  deal  of  individual  attention  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
Every  time  that  a  new  word  is  introduced  in  a  lesson,  the  teacher 
can  not  be  sure  that  all  the  pupils  of  her  class  read  it  correctly 
from  her  lips  and  are  able  to  articulate  it  intelligibly,  unless  she 
lets  each  one  repeat  it.  In  many  instances  of  this  kind  a  majority 
of  the  pupils  of  the  class  while  attempting  to  pronounce  the  new 
word  will  make  errors,  the  correction  of  which,  consumes  more  or 
less  time.  Often  the  pupils  do  not  all  make  the  same  errors  of 
pronunciation  and  each  child  has  to  be  corrected  separately. 
While  the  teacher  is  thus  occupied  with  one,  the  others  derive 
little  or  no  benefit  from  it.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  if  the  class 
is  large,  the  progress  of  the  pupil  must  necessarily  be  greatly  re- 
tarded. That  deaf  children  experience  difficulty  in  reading  from 
the  lips  of  their  teacher,  words  which  are  new  to  them  is  not  at 
all  to  be  wondered  at,  since  even  persons  in  the  possession  of  all 
senses  often  fail  to  grasp  all  the  sounds  of  a  word  which  they  hear 
for  the  first  time,  and  have  to  hear  it  pronounced  several  times 
before  they  are  able  to  repeat  it  correctly.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  difficulties  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  might  be  obviated  if 
new  words  were  presented  to  the  pupils  in  writing.  Such  a  mode 
of  procedure  would  indeed  save  time  for  the  moment  but  nothing 
would  be  gained  by  it  in  the  end.  On  the  contrary  the  acquisition 
of  spoken  language  and  the  ability  to  read  the  lips  would  thereby 
be  greatly  hindered.  The  reason  of  this  was  explained  in  the  re- 
ports of  previous  years. 

What  has  been  said  here  in  regard  to  the  articulation  of  words, 
applies  with  almost  equal  force  to  the  use  of  spoken  language. 
In  expressing  thoughts  by  means  of  articulate  speech  every  pupil 
makes  mistakes  of  his  own  and  requires  special  correction  and 
explanation.  The  smaller  the  class^  the  more  frequent  will  be 
the  opportunities  for  each  pupil  to  make  use  of  whatever  ability 
he  has  to  use  language  as  a  vehicle  of  thought  and  the  more  fre- 
quent will  be  the  opportunities  of  the  teacher  to  correct  him. 

While  the  chief  aim  of  our  instruction  is  to  teach  the  pupil  to 
converse  orally  with  those  who  hear  and  speak,  we  do  not  un- 
dervalue the  necessity  of  giving  him  at  the  same  time  ample  prac- 
tice in  the  use  of  written  language.  Even  a  hearing  person  will 
find  it  a  great  deal  more  difficult  to  reduce  his  thoughts  on  a  cer- 
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tain  subject  to  writing  in  regular  logical  order,  and  in  grammati- 
cally correct  sentences,  than  he  would  experience  in  speaking  on 
the  same  subject.  In  the  case  of  deaf  mutes  this  difficulty  becomes 
still  more  apparent  Hence  the  time  devoted  to  written  exercises 
must  be  ample.  During  the  last  school  term  some  changes  were 
made  in  our  program  of  exercises,  which  are  considered  a  great 
improvement  on  our  former  plan.  After  each  lesson  in  spoken 
language,  the  pupils  are  required  to  take  their  seats  and  write 
down  what  they  remember  of  it,  and  the  teacher  corrects  their  work 
of  this  kind.  Every  lesson  in  history,  geography,  physiology,  etc., 
that  has  been  committed  to  memory  is  recited  in  writing,  and  all 
reviews  and  examinations  are  conducted  in  the  same  way. 

According  to  chapter  32  of  the  Laws  of  1892  we  are 
required  to  admit  pupils  at  an  earlier  age  than  formerly. 
Some  pareints  of  deaf-mute  children  have  shown  themselves 
quite  eager  to  take  advantage  of  this  law  and  have  brought  them 
to  the  institution  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  This  was  to 
be  expected,  for  it  is  quite  natural  that  if  a  child  is  a  mute  his 
father  and  mother  should  be  anxious  to  have  him  taught  to  speal^, 
and  they  can  hardly  wait  for  the  time  when  they  can  hear  him  pro- 
nounce the  words  papa  and  mamma.  There  is  also  a  wide-spread 
popular  belief  that  a  deaf  child  must  be  taught  to  articulate  while 
very  young,  lest  his  organs  of  speech  should  become  too  stiff  and 
inflexible,  and  consequently  unfit  to  perform  the  delicate  move- 
ments of  articulation.  The  fallacy  of  this  popular  belief  has  been 
repeatedly  explained  in  former  reports  and  need  not  be  ei^atiated 
upon  here.  The  experience  of  the  last  few  years  has  demonstrated 
without  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  State  and  of 
its  unfortunate  wards  to  repeal  the  law  requiring  insitutions  to 
admit  deaf  pupils  at  the  age  of  five  years,  for,  with  few  exceptions, 
a  deaf  child  is  not  sufficiently  developed  mentally  as  well  as  phys- 
ically at  the  age  of  five  to  apply  himself  seriously  and  successfully 
to  the  task  of  learning  to  speak  and  to  read  and  write.  Hence  very 
little  can  be  accomplished  with  these  young  children  for  two  or 
three  years  after  they  enter  school.  The  advantages  which  they 
derive  from  being  in  school  during  that  early  period  of  their  lives 
are  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  expense  to  the  public.  It 
must  also  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  children  of  the  poorer 
classes  will  not  remain  in  school  longer  than  a  certain  period  of 
time.  After  such  a  child  has  been  in  school  say,  ten  years,  his 
parents  are  very  apt  to  think  he  has  been  in  school  long  enough, 
and  that  it  is  time  for  him  to  go  to  work.  Now,  nobody  will  dis- 
pute that  if  a  pupil  is  to  spend  ten  years  in  school,  it  will  be  better 
for  him  to  come  at  the  age  of  seven  and  remain  till  he  is  seventeen, 
th<an  to  come  at  five  and  leave  at  fifteen.  As  a  rule,  the  pupil  who 
remains  at  school  till  he  is  seventeen  years  old  will  learn  more 
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during  the  last  two  years  of  his  course  than  he  has  previously 
learned  during  three  or  four  years. 

There  is  still  another  reason  why  children  should  not  be  sent 
away  from  their  homes  before  they  are  seven  or  eight  years  old. 
At  that  age,  namely,  seven  or  eight,  a  good  many  of  them  have 
passed  through  those  infantile  diseases  which  are  so  apt  to  become 
epidemic  and  assume  a  malignant  type  in  large  institutions.  I 
am  speaking  of  scarlet  fever,  measles^  whooping  cough  and  croup. 
If  a  little  child  is  taken  sick  with  one  of  these  diseases  at  his  own 
home,  his  chances  of  recovery  under  the  loving  care  of  his  mother 
are  generally  far  better  than  if  he  lives  in  an  institution  where  he 
has  to  be  intrusted  to  persons  who  are  hired  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  care  of  him. 

Unless  the  law  relative  to  the  age  of  admission  of  pupils  should 
be  changed  in  the  near  future,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  erect  a  sep- 
arate building  for  the  accommodation  of  those  young  children 
whom  we  have  to  receive  under  this  law.  At  the  time  when  our 
present  buildings  were  planned  we  did  not  receive  pupils  until 
they  were  old  enough  to  dress  and  undress  themselves,  amuse 
themselves  in  the  play-room  or  on  the  play-ground,  etc.,  and  our 
domestic  arrangements  were  made  accordingly.  But  if  we  are 
to  have  about  25  children  of  five  and  six  years  of  age,  we  must 
provide  a  separate  building,  especially  designed  for  these  little 
ones,  where  they  can  be  amused  and  entertained  and  taken  care  of 
by  persons  who  are  specially  adapted  to  work  of  that  kind.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  board  to  erect  a  four-story  structure  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  our  grounds,  which  is  to  contain  a  play-room, 
two  class-rooms,  two  dormitories  and  bed-rooms  for  the  necessary 
number  of  attendants.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  proposed  build- 
ing is  about  120,000. 


ST.  JOSEPH'S  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  IMPROVED  INSTRUC- 
TION OF  DEAF-MUTES,  WESTCHESTER 

Cblestine   ScHOTTMiJLLBB,   Superintendent 

The  close  of  the  school  year,  June,  1896,  found  at  St.  Joseph's 
Institute  for  the  Improved  Instruction  of  Deaf -Mutes  an  attendance 
of  349.  Of  this  number,  159  were  county  and  28  private  pupils;  the 
remaining  162  were  State  pupils. 

The  closing  examinations  proved  that  the  majority  of  the  pupils 
had  made  good  use  of  the  educational  advantages  afforded  them  by 
the  liberality  of  the  State.  The  various  divisions  of  the  industrial 
department  showed  results  equally  as  good  as  those  attained  in  the 
school-room,  and  were  particularly  encouraging  from  the  fact  that 
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the  greater  number  of  our  pupils  must  be  in  after  life  dependent  on 
their  own  exertions  for  a  livelihood. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  continued  to  be  excellent  throughout 
the  year.  The  deportment  of  the  pupils,  both  boys  and  girls,  was 
in  general  praiseworthy,  and  the  arduous  labors  of  the  teachers 
were  lightened  and  lessened  by  the  good  will  with  which  their 
pupils  responded  to  the  efforts  made  for  the  advancement  of  their 
welfare. 

For  the  past  two  or  three  years,  the  boys'  department  has  been 
somewhat  crowded  and  the  inmates  of  the  school  have  experienced 
more  or  less  of  the  inconveniences  occasioned  by  lack  of  room.  This 
undesirable  state  of  affairs  will,  however,  soon  be  remedied;  the 
fine,  large  building  begun  over  a  year  ago  is  now  almost  completed, 
and  will,  we  hope,  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  a  few  weeks. 


CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  DEAF-MUTES, 

ROME 

E.  B.  Nelson,  Principal 

1  hereby  send  you  a  report  of  the  doings  and  operations  of  the 
Central  New  York  Institution  for  Deaf-Mutes  for  the  past  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  academic  year  in  June  there  had  been  134 
pupils  under  instruction  in  various  stages  of  mental  development, 
from  kindergarten  to  high  class.  We  expect  to  have  about  the 
same  pupilage  during  the  coming  year. 

The  school,  which  came  into  existence  in  1875,  has  had  a  very 
prosperous  year.  The  oflQcers  have  all  been  attentive  to  their  duties 
and  the  pupils  have  applied  themselves  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  parents  and  our  board  of  trustees. 

The  institution  in  all  its  departments,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  has 
been  conducted  with  eflSciency  and  a  good  degree  of  success.  The 
routine  of  the  school  includes  an  arrangement  by  which  there  are 
some  pupils  always  in  the  industries  and  some  always  in  the  school- 
room. To  perfect  this  arrangement  and  classification  so  that  no 
two  classes  would  go  to  the  same  teacher  at  the  same  time  has  re- 
quired considerable  thought  and  time,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
it  has  been  crowned  with  success  and  till  something  better  turns  up 
this  method  will  continue  in  operation.  By  this  arrangement  we 
are  enabled  to  reduce  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  class  and  thus 
get  more  satisfactory  results.  The  work  of  the  classes  in  industrial 
training  indicates  very  general  progress  in  every  branch  taught. 

The  method  of  instruction  adopted  in  this  institution  is  that  sys- 
tem which  is  called  the  "  combined  or  eclectic,"  that  is,  we  teach 
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articulation  and  written  language,  in  combination  or  separately,  as 
experiment  may  show  to  be  the  best;  use  the  manual  alphabet  and 
signs,  when  necessary  to  explain  to  a  deaf-mute's  mind  some  word 
or  action,  which  by  simple  spelling  does  not  convey  the  proper  im- 
pression to  the  child's  mind.  We  apply  the  method  to  the  child 
and  not  the  child  to  the  method,  and  therefore,  endeavor  to  do  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  oral  instruction,  as  applied  to  the 
American  deaf,  began  in  New  England  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 
The  fact  is  that  articulation  was  the  basis  of  instruction  in  the 
original  school  for  the  deaf  in  this  State  in  1819.  It  continued  till 
1829,  when,  as  the  result  of  investigations  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools  into  the  systems  of  other  States  and  his  recom- 
mendations, the  school  abandoned  this  as  a  single  method  and  took 
up  manual  teaching.  But  articulation  teaching  subsequently  re- 
ceived a  place  as  one  of  the  methods  for  use  where  practical  results 
could  be  obtained. 

It  is  a  great  fault  of  some  instructors  that  they  try  to  teach  a 
deaf-mute  too  much;  give  them  too  many  books;  go  over  too  much 
ground,  etc.  Experience  has  taught  me  that  to  give  pupils  of  our 
schools  a  good  foundation  in  the  four  fundamental  branches,  teach 
them  some  trade  by  which  they  can  earn  a  livelihood  after  leaving 
school  and  have  their  time  mixed  up  with  a  few  social  gatherings 
and  literary  work  is  the  proper  thing  to  elevate  their  minds  and 
bring  them  in  contact  with  society.  Aside  from  moral  training  our 
constant  aim  is  to  give  our  pupils  a  fair  use  and  ready  comprehen* 
sion  of  the  English  language.  To  be  successful  in  this  a  teacher  of 
the  deaf  must  have  a  realizing  sense  of  what  language  is;  must 
work  ;  must  have  the  cultivation  of  the  memory  to  its  fullest  extent 
and  must  have  the  cultivation  and  use  of  the  imagination  in  and 
through  all  language  work.  Our  chief  aim  is  to  bring  our  pupils 
up,  after  they  leave  school,  to  be  respectable  citizens,  able  to  care 
for  themselves;  an  honor  to  their  homes  and  to  society  in  general. 

The  general  health  of  the  school  has  been  good.  There  have  been 
the  usual  number  of  minor  cases  of  sickness,  all  of  which  readily 
yielded  to  careful  treatment  and  good  nursing.  There  have  been 
two  deaths,  one  a  pupil,  named  Ella  Finister,  who  died  on  the  28th 
of  April  from  an  acute  attack  of  bronchitis,  and  the  other,  Benjamin 
James  Hunter,  foreman  of  our  shoe-shop,  who  died  on  the  29th  of 
July  from  an  acute  attack  of  peritonitis. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  we  think  it  desirable  that  there 
should  be  some  provision  made  by  which  supervisors  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  can  be  compelled  to  do  their  duty,  in  the  appointment  of 
deaf  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  to  schools  for  the  deaf, 
without  a  resort  to  mandamus  proceedings.  Three  such  children 
perfectably  capable  of  instruction  and  of  poor  parents  are  known 
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to  us  as  being  kept  out  of  school,  because  the  supervisors  will  not 
appoint  them;  nor  will  the  overseers  of  the  poor;  all  being  afraid 
the  county  will  have  to  pay  out  some  money  for  their  education. 
Their  parents  can  not  understand  why  they  may  send  their  hearing 
children  to  the  public  schools  without  let  or  hindrance;  indeed  are 
liable  under  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  if  they  do  not,  while 
their  deaf  child,  who  needs  educational  privileges  vastly  more,  is 
barred  out.  We  do  not  know  how  far  the  provisions  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Law  may  apply  to  these  deaf  children  in  its  letter,  but  its 
spirit  certainly  is  to  secure  to  all  the  youth  of  the  State  an  educa- 
tion if  they  are  capable  of  receiving  it  in  any  of  the  schools  the 
State  patronizes  or  supports.  Our  duty  as  a  school  is  to  provide 
instruction  for  that  portion  of  the  State's  youth  that  is  lacking  in 
the  sense  of  hearing,  but  when  we  are  met  on  the  very  threshold  of 
effort  to  ameliorate  in  individual  cases,  by  oflScial  greed,  insolence 
^nd  intolerance,  the  outlook  for  the  child  is  darkened,  whereas  the 
law  governing  the  case  intends  it  to  be  of  the  brightest. 


WESTERN  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  DEAF-MUTES, 

ROCHESTER 

Z.  F.  Wbstervelt,  Superintendent 

The  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  above-named  institution  for 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1896,  is  herewith  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

The  total  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  year  has  been  185.  Of 
this  number  112  were  State  pupils,  71  were  county  pupils,  and  2 
pay  pupils.  The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  school  has  been  470.  Of  the  303  who  have  been  with- 
drawn, the  average  duration  of  attendance  has  been  5.85  years. 
At  the  close  of  the  school  in  June  there  were  2  graduates  from  the 
high-  class  who  received  full  diplomas;  3  pupils  who  were  members 
of  the  lower  grades  completed  their  terms  of  appointment  and  re- 
ceived! certificates  showing  the  grade  of  the  school  to  which  they 
had  attained  and  the  advancement  they  had  made  in  the  trade 
classes.  Of  the  185  enrolled  at  the  end  of  the  year,  94  were  con- 
genitally  deaf  or  lost  their  hearing  under  the  age  of  two  years;  72 
lost  their  hearing  after  they  were  two  and  before  they  were  seven 
years  old.    Of  8  there  are  no  statistics  in  regard  to  deafness. 

The  average  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  year  was  160;  the 
total  cost  of  maintenance  was  $53,355.50;  the  rate  of  expense  per 
capita  for  the  past  year  was  f 332.64. 

As  the  characteristics  of  little  children  and  adolescents  and  the 
environments  that  best  promote  the  growth  and  happiness  of  each 
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are  so  different,  the  children  under  12  or  15  years  have  been  cared 
for  in  a  separate  building  which  we  call  the  kindergarten.  The 
exercises  in  this  department  open  daily  with  morning  circle,  at 
which  are  gathered  all  the  children  and  the  teachers,  one  of  whom 
gives  a  short  talk,  and  then  follow  the  kindergarten  songs  with 
pantomime,  in  which  all  take  part,  the  words  of  the  songs  being 
recited  in  concert  by  manual  spelling  and  speech.  At  the  end 
of  the  exercise  half  the  children  go  to  the  physical  occupation  class- 
rooms and  half  to  the  classes  for  speech,  speech  reading,  language 
work  and  for  kindergartening.  Our  kindergarten  has  been  in 
operation  for  eighteen  years  and  the  results  of  its  training  have 
been  gratifying.  Dr.  W.  T.  Harris  says  that  through  the  training 
of  the  kindergarten  "  the  child  ascends  from  the  world  of  nature 
to  the  world  of  humanity;  from  the  world  of  things  to  the  world 
of  self -activity ;  from  the  material  and  earthly  to  the  spiritual.  .  . 
In  the  gifts  and  occupations,  the  child  becomes!  conscious  of  his 
will  as  a  power  over  matter  to  convert  it  to  use.  .  .  In  the  games 
and  plays  he  becomes  conscious  of  his  general  or  social  self,  and 
there  dawns  the  higher  ideal  of  a  self  that  is  realized  in  institu- 
tions, over  against  the  special  self  of  the  particular  individual. 
In  the  songs  and  pantomime  the  child  uses  his  self -activity  to  repro- 
duce for  himself  the  activities  and  occupations  of  the  world  of 
society.  He  produces  a  reflection  of  this  world  of  human  life 
about  him,  and  repeats  to  himself  its  motives  and  its  industries, 
putting  himself  in  the  place  of  the  grown-up  citizen,  and  assuming 
his  mode  of  thinking  and  acting.  By  this  he  attains  the  new 
consciousness  of  a  higher  self-acting  within  its  particular  self,  and 
dictating  the  customary  usages^  the  conventional  forms  of  polite- 
ness, the  fashion  set  for  him  to  follow,  and,  above  all,  he  begins  to 
have  a  conscience.  Conscience  demands  unconditional  obedience, 
the  sacrifice  not  only  of  possessions,  but  of  life,  too,  in  its  behest. 
Here  the  child  climbs  up,  on  this  symbolic  pathway,  through  play, 
to  the  absolute  mind." 

The  application  to  language  exercises  in  our  kindergarten  has 
this  fall  been  limited  to  three  hours  a  day,  which  is  the  duration  of 
the  session  customary  in  public  and  private  kindergartens  for  hear- 
ing children;  to  this  is  added  two  hours  and  a  half  of  physical  train- 
ing. Every  child  from  the  oldest  down,  and  six  of  the  children  in 
attendance  at  this  time  are  under  five  years,  has  a  period  of  forty- 
five  minutes  daily  in  carpentry  and  woodworking  classes,  one  period 
m  clay  and  paper  modelling  and  drawing  and  designing,  and  one 
in  sewing,  one  in  Delsarte,  dancing  and  games.  As  the  nascent 
period  for  developing  the  various  forms  of  manual  skill  are  roughly 
estimated  at  from  four  to  fourteen  years,  it  is  an  advantage  to  our 
children  to  be  given  this  branch  of  their  training  at  the  time  when 
they  are  able  most  readily  to  acquire  the  use  of  tools,  the  manipu- 
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lalion  of  materials,  the  knowledge  of  form,  and  to  gain  command 
of  their  own  motions,  developing,  as  they  grow  older  and  obtain 
control  of  the  smaller  sets  of  muscles,  accuracy  of  work,  definite- 
ness  of  motion  and  quickness  and  delicacy  of  perception. 

Our  kindergarten  children  for  twenty  years  have  been  taaght  by 
sewing  through  perforations  in  cardboard  with  colored  worsteds 
and  making  patchwork  blocks  to  handle  the  needle.  In  securing  a 
special  instructor  and  assigning  a  full  period  daily  we  have  en- 
larged the  purpose  and  scope  of  this  work.  The  boys  and  girls 
are  taught  by  fitting  dolls  the  first  steps  in  tailoring  and  dress- 
making, and  in  addition  to  this  the  girls  will  have  instruction  in 
embroidery  and  lace  making. 

Training  in  drawing  and  design^  modelling  in  clay,  pasteboard 
and  paper  have  always  been  a  part  of  our  kindergarten  work,  but  is 
now  given  greater  importance  through  its  assignment  to  a  special 
instructor  whose  time  is  exclusively  devoted  to  this,  making  it 
contributive  to  the  sewing  and  carpentry  classes,  though  in  both 
of  these  class-rooms  designs  are  made  and  working  drawings  for 
all  articles  constructed. 

In  the  making  of  pretty  things  with  scissors  and  needles  and 
thread,  and  in  woodworking,  the  making  of  boxes,  sleds,  kite  frames 
and  other  objects  of  interest  and  profit  to  themselves,  their  posses- 
sion and  their  enjoyments  are  added  to  by  the  work  of  their  own 
hands;  but  more  than  this,  there  is  an  opportunity  for  moral  train- 
ing, as  their  teachers  appreciate  the  ethical  lessons  that  can  be 
adapted  to  every  step  in  their  course;  and  the  language  lessons 
that  are  drawn  from  the  work  reach  far  beyond  the  uses  of  tools  or 
the  knowledge  of  fabrics  and  of  woods.  So  far  our  little  children 
have  seemed  to  learn  language  as  rapidly  as  heretofore,  and  are 
also  gaining  a  practical  knowledge  that  we  have  not  been  able  tc 
give  them.  Col.  F.  W.  Parker  says,  "  Manual  training  is  the  sys- 
tematic development  of  purpose;  not  only  does  it  engender  a  love 
for  work,  but  what  is  equally  valuable,  a  habit  of  doing  work 
thoroughly."  The  appreciation  of  form  and  the  power  to  produce 
results  with  tools  that  has  been  manifested  in  the  short  time  since 
this  work  was  begun  has  been  a  most  gratifying  demonstration  of 
the  wisdom  of  the  step  which  has  been  taken. 

The  teacher  of  Delsarte  and  dancing  also  teaches  games.  All 
children's  games  are  educative,  but  it  is  not  alone  on  this  account 
that  they  are  made  a  part  of  the  course  of  instruction.  The  home 
neighbors'  children  do  not  know  how  to  teach  to  the  deaf  child 
the  games  they  would  be  glad  to  have  them  take  part  in.  Their 
attempts,  when  most  kind,  are  often  discouraging  and  depressing. 
We  hope  to  overcome  this  home  isolation.  The  children  are 
taught  all  of  the  commonly  known  indoor  and  outdoor  games,  and, 
having  their  training  from  a  master  hand,  gain  oonfldenoe  to  take 
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part  in  any  games  their  home  friends  can  play,  and  perhaps  to  lead 
them  in  others  that  are  new  to  them.  The  training  in  Delsarte 
and  dancing  enables  the  deaf  child,  who  drags  his  feet  and  walks 
with  his  whole  body,  as  many  of  our  deaf  children  persist  in  doing, 
for,  as  large  groups  of  muscles  are  more  easily  moved  than  small 
groups,  it  is  easier  to  move  the  side  of  the  body  than  to  lift  the 
foot,  and  the  deaf  child,  not  having  the  aid  of  ears  to  give  him  a 
realization  that  the  scuffing  is  objectionable,  keeps  it  up  perhaps 
as  long  as  he  lives.  We  believe  our  children  will  gain  a  fine,  mus- 
cular feeling  that  will  develop  precision  in  walking,  a  graceful  car- 
riage and  command  of  the  body,  give  confidence  in  self  and  decision 
in  action  that  will  have  a  moral  influence  and  act  as  a  brain  stimu- 
lant.    Gracefulness  was  the  supreme  end  of  life  with  the  Greeks. 

Our  kindergarten  building  has  had  special  attention  during  the 
summer,  and  has  been  considerably  improved.  Several  thousand 
dollars  have  been  expended  upon  it,  making  it  not  only  more  at- 
tractive in  appearance,  but  much  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
our  little  children's  class-room  work  and  daily  life. 

The  school  is  steadily  progressing  along  the  lines  that  it  has 
laid  down  for  itself.  It  is  being  made  more  and  more  homelike 
and  attractive,  aesthetically,  by  decorating  the  walls  of  the  rooms 
with  pictures  selected  for  their  art  value  and  their  influence  upon 
the  children,  and  for  the  illustration  of  subjects,  to  the  study  of 
which  the  rooms  are  devoted.  The  rooms  are  also  decorated  with 
plants  and  aquariums,  and  the  floors  are  kept  waxed  and  polished. 
Unity  of  spirit  is  cultivated  in  the  children  through  giving  to  the 
older  little  ones  individual  responsibilities  in  the  care  of  those  who 
are  younger,  with  an  understanding  of  the  importance  of  their  work 
as  related  to  the  whole  work  of  the  school  and  to  every  one  around 
them.  The  performance  of  these  duties  develops  the  co-operative 
spirit  and  conduces  to  harmony  and  home  feeling,  broadens  and 
deepens  the  ethical  spirit  of  mutual  service  and  cultivates  recipro 
cal  dependence. 

The  school  is  made  a  home,  and  everything  possible  is  done  to 
promote  the  home  feeling  of  the  children  while  they  are  here.  The 
institutional  idea  is  avoided  with  all  that  destroys  the  child's  indi- 
viduality by  absorbing  it  into  the  organization.  Three  or  four 
years  ago  our  larger  boys  were  uniformed,  and  we  talked  of  uni- 
forming the  girls,  but  a  short  experience  showed  us  that  this  was 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  school  and  we  gave  up  the  plan. 
School  children  should  not  be  made  to  dress  alike  any  more  than 
they  should  be  made  to  think  alike  or  to  walk  alike.  This  would 
be  as  destructive  to  individuality  as  to  require  the  elephant  and 
the  squirrel  to  keep  pace  with  each  other.  Common  cloaking  can 
not  put  all  upon  the  same  level,  and  if  it  could,  it  would  be  unwise 
for  a  school  to  adopt  it,  because  such  condition  would  be  contrary 
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to  the  sociological  conditions  found  outside  the  institution,  and,  as 
it  is  impossible  by  this  means  to  affect  the  character^  so  doing 
would  only  bring  about  a  deceptive  appearance  of  good.  The  old 
education  made  much  of  what  one  has,  of  the  accidental  conditions 
of  rank  and  fortune.  "  The  new  education  "  teaches  the  child  that 
the  test  of  success  and  happiness,  of  merit  and  reward,  is  the  true 
use  made  of  his  natural  gifts  and  attainments.  The  ethical  teach- 
ing of  the  new  school  now  leads  everyone  to  be  thankful  for  such 
things  as  he  has  and  therewith  to  be  content.  Uniformity  is  not 
the  order  of  nature.  Men  are  not  created  equal  and  never  could 
remain  so  in  any  phase  of  life.  No  detail  of  school  management 
or  discipline  should  be  allowed  to  assume  such  proportions  as  to 
overshadow  the  needs  of  the  individual.  Order,  system  and 
method  are  essential,  but  should  not  be  allowed  to  become  so  crys- 
talized  and  solidified  that  they  can  not  be  readily  waived  or  ad- 
justed to  the  requirements  of  the  individual  child. 


LE  OOUTEULX  ST.  MARY'S  INSTITUTE  FOR  IMPROVED  IN- 
STRUCTION OF  DEAF-MUTES,  BUFFALO 

Mary  Ann  Burke,  Principal 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  submit  the  report 
of  the  Lre  Couteulx  St.  Mary's  Institution  for  the  Improved  Instruc- 
tion of  Deaf -Mutes,  for  the  school  year  ending  July  31,  1896. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  the  date  of  our  last  re- 
port was  118.  Since  that  date,  25  have  been  admitted,  and  23  dis- 
missed or  withdrawn,  leaving  the  present  number  120;  58  boys 
and  62  girls.  Of  this  number,  60  are  State  pupils,  49  are  suf^ported 
by  counties,  eight  by  friends,  and  three  by  the  institution. 

During  the  past  year,  the  work  of  the  several  departments  has 
gone  on  without  interruption  and  with  good  results.  The  school 
work  has  been  excellent.  The  pupils,  as  a  rule,  have  given  close 
attention  to  their  studies,  and  their  conduct  has  been  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  teachers  and  officers  have  been  earnest, 
painstaking  and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
assigned  them.  Twelve  instructors,  including  the  principal,  have 
been  employed  in  the  educational  department,  and  five  in  the  in- 
dustrial department. 

We  have  used,  essentially,  the  same  methods  of  instruction  as 
in  the  past,  amending  and  perfecting  minor  points.  Banning 
with  kindergarten  work  for  the  youngest,  the  range  of  studies 
extends  through  the  grammar  course  of  the  common  schools, 
varied  in  some  particulars,  to  meet  the  wants  of  deaf  children. 
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Instruction  is  given  in  and  by  speech  and  speech-reading  wherever 
practicable.  Every  pupil  entering  the  school  is  given  a  fair  chance 
to  acquire  speech.  Our  class-rooms  are  abundantly  supplied  with 
illustrative  apparatus.  We  have  purchased  a  fine  magic-lantern 
with  a  large  collection  of  slides,  which  we  found  very  helpful  in 
our  work. 

The  exhibit  of  the  institution  at  the  World's  Fair  received  honor 
through  the  award  of  a  medal  and  diploma,  sent  by  the  World's 
Ck>lumbian  Commission,  to  the  institution,  last  June.  This  honor 
was  in  recognition  of  **  Excellence  of  work  done  for  deaf-mutes 
and  excellent  work  done  by  them." 

The  industrial  department  has  had  its  full  share  of  attention. 
A  portion  of  each  day  has  been  devoted  to  the  instruction  in  handi- 
crafts, so  that  when  our  pupils  have  completed  the  term  of  instruc- 
tion required,  they  may  go  forth  into  the  world  fully  equipped 
with  the  means  of  self-support.  The  trades  at  present  taught  are 
printing,  cane-setting,  shoemaking,  tailoring,  wood-carving  and 
Venetian  iron  work  for  the  boys;  and  plain  sewing,  dressmaking, 
fancy  work,  cooking  and  domestic  economy  for  the  girls.  The  re- 
sults of  industrial  training  give  ample  evidence  of  the  great  value 
of  this  department  of  instruction.  Many  of  our  former  pupils  are 
making  an  honorable  livelihood  by  means  of  the  trades  learned 
while  at  school. 

Arbor  Day,  as  usual,  was  observed  by  the  school  with  great  en- 
thusiasm. Each  of  the  older  pupils  was  given  a  copy  of  the 
"Arbor  Day  Annual/'  kindly  sent  by  your  Department.  This 
made  the  exercises  unusually  interesting  to  them.  Three  maple 
trees  were  planted;  one  being  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Ryan,  one  to  Gren.  Wm.  T.  Sherman,  and  the  third 
to  Mortimer  F.  Adams,  President  of  the  Adams'  Landscape  Gard- 
ening Co.,  who  kindly  donated  the  trees. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  during  the  year  has  been  excellent. 
This  is  due,  principally,  to  the  location  of  the  institution,  also  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  buildings,  in  regard  to  ventilation, 
plumbing  and  drainage,  and  the  care  exercised  by  those  in  charge 
of  the  domestic  affairs. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  offer  our  most  sincere  thanks  for  the 
prompt  attention  given  by  your  Department  to  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  institution. 
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NORTHERN.  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  DEAF-MUTES, 

MALONE 

Edward  C.  Rider,  Superintendent 

The  following  statement  of  facts  constituting  a  brief  general 
report  of  the  Northern  New  York  Institution  for  Deaf-Mutes,  at 
Malone,  N.  Y.,  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1896,  is  respect- 
fully submitted: 

The  institution,  established  in  1884  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Rider  and 
others,  has  during  its  12  years  of  existence  enjoyed  prosperity.  Not 
only  that  which  has  come  through  its  own  efforts  and  increased  by 
a  liberal  State,  but  that  to  which  Providence  has  largely  con- 
tributed, for  during  all  this  time  not  a  pupil  has  died  while  in 
actual  attendance,  and  but  very  few  have  been  seriously  ill. 
Dr.  Skinner,  our  attending  physician  for  11  years  has  said,  *'  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  continued  good  health 
and  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  the  pupils,  year  after  year,  is 
to  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  our  admirable  system  of  ven- 
tilation and  sewerage,  and  the  purity  of  our  water  supply,  but 
more  than  all  to  the  high  and  dry  locality  of  our  buildings  which 
must  necessarily  take  in  all  the  balmy  breezes  of  the  Adirondacks 
from  the  south,  and  the  cool,  refreshing  winds  from  the  St.  Law- 
rence on  the  north. 

From  its  humble  beginning  when  it  was  necessary  to  establish 
and  maintain  credit  through  the  guarantee  of  friends,  when  its 
quarters  were  in  scattered  and  rented  buildings,  and  when  there 
was  but  one  class  which  comprised  all  the  pupils  of  the  school  — 12 
m  number  —  imder  the  instruction  of  one  teacher,  the  institution  is 
advancing  in  influence  and  usefulness  to  a  position  where  it  can 
offer  to  such  children  who,  because  of  defective  hearing  or  speech, 
or  both,  can  not  be  educated  in  the  public  schools,  unsurpassed 
advantages  in  the  way  of  a  well-rounded  education.  The  large 
handsome  building  designed  and  erected  as  a  permanent  home  for 
the  institution  was  finished  about  six  years  ago,  and  with  additions 
of  trades^  building,  barns,  ice-house  and  sheds,  together  with  equip- 
ment and  other  chattels,  the  valuation  of  the  school  property  is 
f  83,157.31.  This,  it  is  expected,  will  be  increased  within  the  coming 
year  by  the  erection  of  a  kindergarten  building,  money  to  build 
which  was  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  in  1895.  This  institu- 
tion, like  others  of  its  kind  in  the  State,  is  an  incorporated  organiza- 
tion doing  an  educational  work  under  authorization  of  law.  It  re- 
ceives children  of  legal  school  age  and  numbers  among  its  patrons 
the  State  of  New  York  and  several  counties  therein.  The  statutes 
provide  that  the  State  shall  patronize  the  various  schools  for  the 
deaf  located  within  her  borders,  by  paying  for  the  board,  tuition 
and  clothing  of  such  children  above  the  age  of  12  years  as  are  regu- 
larly appointed  pupils  by  the  superintendent  of  public  instmc- 
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tion.  Children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  who  are  eligible  as 
pupils  are  educated  at  the  expense  of  counties  whence  they 
come.  Thus  for  the  common  good  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  indi- 
vidual, the  law,  without  discriminating  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  has  opened  the  way  for  the  education  of  every  deaf  child 
within  the  State  whose  age  is  above  5  years,  and  in  that  the  burden 
of  expense  rests  upon  the  people;  our  schools  as  well  as  those  for 
the  hearing  are  free.  With  opportunities  so  favorable  and  so  easily 
within  reach,  there  can  be  no  excuse  to  justify  the  retention  at  home 
of  deaf  children  who  are  in  fit  condition  to  receive  benefit  from  such 
institutions. 

During  the  past  year,  important  changes  have  been  made  in  our 
staff  of  oflQcers  and  in  our  corps  of  teachers.  The  successful  super- 
intendency  of  Mr.  Henry  C.  Rider  terminated  with  the  beginning  of 
the  present  school  term,  and  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  the  retire- 
ment of  two  male  instructors,  and  one  female  teacher  who  has  been 
assigned  to  other  duties,  three  ladies  of  experience  in  teaching  the 
deaf  have  been  engaged. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  school  to  maintain  a  progressive  attitude 
as  regards  methods  of  communication.  Spoken  language  istobepre- 
ferred,  but  in  cases  where  its  use  is  unsuccessful,  written  language 
and  dactylology  are  encouraged.  As  to  methods  of  instruction 
ours  differs  not  greatly  from  those  that  obtain  in  the  public  schools, 
yet  necessarily  there  are  reasons  why  the  application  of  such 
methods  can  not  be  exactly  the  same  in  schools  for  the  deaf.  For 
example,  the  child  without  hearing  and  without  speech,  possessing 
as  a  means  of  communication  only  a  few  crude  signs,  can  not  be 
taught  during  the  first  few  years  in  a  manner  that  would  bring 
success  to  a  hearing  and  speaking  boy;  for  what  the  latter  has 
upon  entering  school  —  a  more  or  less  perfect  use  of  English  —  it 
takes  the  former  several  years  to  acquire. 

A  few  of  our  pupils  have  tried  Regents'  examinations  and  some 
have  succeeded  in  passing  one  or  more  subjects,  one  young  man 
having  secured  24  credits. 

The  work  of  the  kindergarten  inaugurated  nearly  two  years  ago 
and  since  prosecuted  under  circumstances  not  altogether  favorable 
will  receive  new  impetus  and  will  more  convincingly  demonstrate 
how  great  its  value  is  when  agreeably  to  its  requirements  proper 
conditions  can  be  met.  The  new  building  which  will  probably  be 
ready  for  occupancy  before  the  close  of  the  present  school  term 
will  afford  advantages  and  provide  ways  for  a  fuller  ac- 
complishment of  the  purposes  of  this  department.  Its  classes  now 
under  the  direction  of  two  experienced  teachers  include  19  little 
people;  13  boys  and  6  girls.    If  child  culture  means  the  harmonious 
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development  of  the  intellect  and  bodily  powers  of  the  child,  then  it 
seems  essential  to  education  that  along  with  mental  training  should 
go  practice  of  the  hand;  an  acquisition  of  skill  in  manual  pursuits 
so  that  as  industrial  workers  our  girls  and  boys  may  know  more 
than  the  mechanical  part  of  trades.  The  kindergarten  starts  the 
plan,  Sloyd  and  the  school  furthers  it  along,  and  the  shojM 
complete  it,  so  far  as  institutions  are  concerned.  Our  pupils  are  re- 
quired to  give  each  day,  Sundays  excepted,  two  hours  of  regular 
practice  in  industrial  classes.  The  number  under  instruction  was 
41;  by  classes  as  follows:  Shoemaking,  8;  printing,  14;  dressmak- 
ing, 15;  tailoring,  4. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  institution  during 
the  year  was  90;  males,  55;  females,  35.  Of  these  64  were  State 
and  26  were  county  pupils. 

The  per  capita  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year  is  1300.52.  The 
receipts  and  expenditures  are  as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  September  30, 1895 12,415  56 

From  State  Comptroller 15,768  75 

From  counties 7,136  66 

From  miscellaneous  earnings 416  27 

f25,737  24 
Expenditures 23,007  88 

Balance  on  hand  September  30, 1896 f2,729  39 

Thisdoesnotinclude|800  received  under  special  law  and  expended 
for  fire-escapes  with  which  the  main  building  has  been  equipped. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  thank  your  Department  for  its  un- 
varying courtesy  and  for  the  stern  sense  of  justice  which  has  char- 
acterized its  relations  with  this  institution. 


8.  STATISTICAL  TABLB 

The  foUowingr  table  shows  the  namber  of  paplls  In  the  instltntions  for  the  deaf 
and  damb,  to  which  appointments  are  made  by  this  Department,  and  how 
■apported:  also  the  nnmber  appointed  daring:  the  year. 


New  York  Institute*. 
New  York  ImproTed. 

Fordham 

Borne 


Rochester 
Buffalo  ... 
lialone . . . 


Total 


241 
131 
162 
103 
112 
60 
64 
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18 
34 

12 
23 
16 
10 


161 


^Thirty-four  were  ■apported  by  the  ooontlea  a  part  of  the  year  and  by  tha  Btata  the 
ranalnder  thtraoC* 


Institutions  fob  the  Blind  607 


INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  THIRTY- 
FOURTH  STREET  AND  NINTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 

William  B.  Wait,  Superintendent 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
statement  in  regard  to  the  work  of  this  school  during  the  year  end- 
ing September  30, 1896: 

Number  of  pupils,  September  30,  1895 183 

Admitted  during  the  year 31 

Whole  number  enrolled 214 

Reductions 31 

Number  September  30,  1896 183 


This  institution  was  founded,  as  stated  in  its  charter,  "  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  children  who  have  been  born  blind  or  who 
may  have  become  blind  by  disease  or  accident."  Pupils  are  re- 
ceived by  this  institution  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  from 
other  States  for  compensation,  and  its  status  and  functions  are 
similar  to  those  of  other  institutions  of  a  strictly  educational  char- 
acter. 

This  school  comprises  a  kindergarten  and  departments  of  litera- 
ture, music  and  manual  training,  in  which  21  teachers  have  been 
employed. 

In  January,  March  and  June,  1896,  Regents'  examinations  were 
conducted,  the  pupils  using  type-writing  machines  in  preparing 
their  answer  papers.  Pass  cards  were  claimed  upon  149  answer 
papers  sent  forward,  all  of  which  were  allowed.  Three  pupils 
also  successfully  passed  the  severe  examinations  of  the  American 
College  of  Musicians. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  the  limitations  and  restrictions  which 
are  imposed  by  blindness  not  only  render  the  instruction  more 
diflScult,  but  a  given  examination,  with  a  time  limit,  offers  many 
more  diflBculties  to  the  blind  than  to  the  seeing  student.  Never- 
theless, our  pupils  enter  the  lists  on  the  same  conditions  as  their 
more  fortunate  fellows,  and  we  do  not  wish  that  any  requirement 
be  waived  in  our  favor. 

The  school  is  well  equipped  with  suitable  apparatus  and  appli- 
ances, much  of  which  is  of  a  special  nature,  requiring  to  be  spec- 
ially made,  and  therefore  very  expensive. 
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The  library  contains  about  5,000  volumes  of  bound  books  and 
pamphlets,  the  embossed  books  and  music  being  in  the  New  York 
point  system. 

Our  object  is  to  pursue  the  primary,  secondary  and  higher  sub- 
jects of  study  in  their  due  order.  The  many-sided  character  of 
the  work  which  has  to  be  done,  the  difference  in  the  ages  and  at- 
tainments of  the  pupils  on  entering,  and  the  importance  of  music 
as  a  prime  factor  in  the  education  of  the  blind,  render  it  necessary 
to  deviate  largely  from  the  courses  of  study  followed  in  schools 
for  seeing  persons. 

The  following  is  the  course  of  study: 

KiKDBBGABTKN 

The  usual  course  is  followed,  the  pupils  being  arranged  in  two 
grades. 

LiTBRABY  Depabtmbnt 

Sub-primary. —  Reading,  spelling,  number. 

Primary  grade. —  Reading,  spelling,  arithmetic. 

Intermediate  grade. —  Reading,  spelling,  geography  with  dis- 
sected maps,  English  history,  object  lessons. 

Sub-junior  grade. —  Reading,  spelling,  geography  with  maps, 
American  history^  point  print  with  composition. 

Junior  grade. —  Reading,  spelling,  English,  history,  arithmetic, 
grammar,  geography,  typewriting. 

Sub-senior  grade. —  Arithmetic,  grammar,  history,  geography, 
physiology  with  apparatus,  rhetoric,  composition,  typewriting. 

Senior  grade. —  Algebra,  geometry,  physics,  mental  and  moral 
philosophy,  civics,  political  economy,  typewriting. 

Music  Depabtmbnt 

Vocdl 

Junior  grade. —  Exercises  for  the  control  of  breath,  and  the  for- 
mation and  articulation  of  tones,  with  practice  of  scales,  intervals 
and  pieces;  also  exercises  for  the  cultivation  of  the  ear. 

Senior  grade. —  The  same  continued  with  part  singing. 

Instrumental 
Piano,  organ,  guitar. 

Theoretical  and  Pbactical 

Harmonic  notation,  harmony,  simple  and  double  counterpoint, 
composition,  acoustics,  musical  form,  musical  history,  theory  and 
practice  of  teaching,  piano  technic,  point  system  of  tangible  music, 
staff  notation,  piano  tuning. 
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Industrial  Dbpartmbnt 

The  boys  are  taught  cane-seating  and  mattress  making,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  models,  are  instructed  to  performi  «uch  manipulation  of 
the  piano  action  and  strings  as  are  incident  to  the  art  of  piano 
tuning. 

The  girls  are  taught  sewing  and  knitting  by  hand  and  by  ma 
chine,  embroidery,  crocheting  and  such  manipulation  of  needle 
thread,  worsted,  etc.,  as  are  used  in  producing  useful  and  orna- 
mental articles;  also  cooking  and  household  economy. 

Physical  Training 
Daily  class  exercises. 
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COMMISSION  ERS       CERTIFICATES 


1.  BEGUIiATIOKS  OOVEBNING  TJNIFOBM  ETATHTWATIOire  FOB 

C0MMIS8I0NEBS'  CBBTIEI0ATE8 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

Dbpartmbsit  of  Public  Inbtscotiom,' 

8UPERnfTKIfD»IT*a  OFncKt 

Albany,  Augtut  U  1396. 
To  School  CfommUHonert: 

The  following  regulations  in  reference  to  uniform  examinations  for  commlMlonen' 
certiflcatee  are  hereby  established  and  prescribed  for  the  guidance  of  school  commis- 
sioners, to  take  effect  August  1,  1896: 

BEGUIiATIONS 

Corttflcftt68 

Teachers'  certificates  Issued  by  school  commissioners  shall  be  of  three  grades  —  first, 
second  and  third;  a  training  claas  certificate,  and  special  certiflcatet  to  be  known  mm 
drawing,  kindergarten,  and  vocal  music  certificates. 

First  Grade 

Term.—  Certificates  of  this  grade  shall  be  issued  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

Renewals.— Upon  their  expiration,  from  time  to  time,  certificates  held  by  teachers 
who  have  taught  under  them  successfully  for  periods  of  three,  four  or  five  legal  school 
years,  may  be  renewed  by  any  school  commissioner  in  the  State,  for  corresponding 
periods,  without  examination.  These  certificates  hereafter  renewed  by  school  commis- 
sioners shall  be  made  valid  so  that  they  shall  expire  on  July  81st,  or  at  the  end  of 
some  school  year. 

Upon  their  expiration,  from  time  to  time,  certificates  held  by  teachers  who  have 
taught  under  them  successfully  for  less  than  three  legal  school  years,  may  be  renewed 
by  any  school  commissioner  in  the  State,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Sta(e  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  but  such  renewals  shall  be  for  a  period  of  three  years  or  less,  mm 
the  Superintendent  shall  determine. 

Experience.—  Candidates  must  have  taught  successfully  for  at  least  two  years,  and 
are  not  eligible  to  enter  an  examination  without  having  had  such  experience. 

Educational  requirements. —  Candidates  shall  be  required  to  pass  a  written  exami- 
nation In  the  following  subjects:  Algebra,  American  History,  Arithmetic,  Bookkeeping, 
Civil  Government,  Composition,  Current  Topics,  Drawing,  Geography,  Grammar,  Meth- 
ods and  School  Economy,  Orthography,  Penmanship,  Physics  (Elementary),  Physiology 
and  Hygiene,  and  School  Law. 

Standing  required.—  For  certificates  of  this  grade,  separate  examinations  shall  be 
held,  and  candidates  must  attain  a  standing  of  at  le«uit  75  per  cent,  in  Arithmetic, 
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Geography,  Orammar,  Penmanship,  Methods  and  School  Economy,  and  Orthography^ 
and  an  average  standing  of  at  least  75  per  cent  in  the  other  subjects. 

Times  for  holding  examinations.—  Examinations  shall  begin  on  the  first  Thursday  of 
March  and  the  second  Thursday  of  August,  and  shall  continue  two  days. 

Number  of  trials  allowed.— All  candidates  who  attain  the  required  percentage  in  any 
one  of  the  designated  subjects,  but  not  in  all,  will  be  credited  for  those  studies  in  which 
they  shall  have  passed,  and  a  partial  certificate  to  this  effect  will  be  given  by  the 
school  commissioner.  Candidates  passing  the  required  percentages  in  the  remaining 
designated  subjects,  at  either  or  both  of  the  next  two  subsequent  examinations,  will 
receive  a  certificate. 

E<xamination  of  answer  papers.—  All  answer  papers  submitted  by  candidates  for  first 
grade  certificates  shall  be  forwarded,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  examination, 
to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  for  examination,  marking  and  filing, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Superintendent. 

Date  of  certificate.—  All  first  grade  certificates  shall  hereafter  be  Issued  on  August 
1st  of  each  year.  Certificates  of  this  grade  which  are  earned  in  the  examinations  of 
August,  shall  be  dated  and  issued  August  Ist  of  the  year  In  which  they  were  earned, 
and  all  certificates  of  this  grade  which  are  earned  in  the  March  examinations  shall  be 
issued  and  dated  on  the  first  day  of  August  following. 

Program — First  Grade 

THURSDAY 

A.  M.— Arithmetic,  Geography,  Drawing. 

P.  M.— Composition,  Grammar,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  Current  Topics. 

FRIDAY 

A.  M.— American  History,  Algebra,  Bookkeeping,  Orthography. 

P.  M.— Civil  Government,  School  Law,  Physics,'  Methods  and  School  Economy. 

Second  Grade 

Term.—  All  second  grade  certificates  issued  between  August  1,  1896,  and  July  SI,  1897» 
shall  be  issued  so  as  to  expire  July  31,  1S99.  After  August  1,  1897,  certificates  of  this 
grade  shall  be  issued  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Renewals.—  Certificates  shall  be  renewed  only  upon  re-examination,  upon  which  new 
certificates  shall  be  issued. 

Experience.—  Candidates  must  have  taught  successfully  for  a  period  of  not  less  thai> 
10  weeks,  and  are  not  eligible  to  enter  an  examination  without  having  had  such 
experience. 

Attendance  upon  a  training  class,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  for  one  year,  will  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  such  experience. 

Educational  requirements.—  Candidates  shall  be  required  to  pass  an  oral  examinatioi> 
in  Reading  and  a  written  examination  In  the  following  subjects:  American  History, 
Arithmetic,  Civil  Government,  School  Law,  Composition,  Current  Topics,  Drawing, 
Geography,  Grammar,  Methods  and  School  Economy,  Orthography,  Penmanship,  and 
Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

Standing  required.—  Candidates  must  attain  a  standing  of  at  least  75  per  cent,  in 
Arithmetic,  Geography,  Grammar,  Penmanship,  Methods  and  School  Economy,  Orthog- 
raphy and  Reading,  and  an  average  standing  of  at  least  75  per  cent,  in  the  other 
subjects. 

Days  for  holding  examinations.—  Examinations  for  certificates  of  this  grade,  unless 
omitted  in  the  discretion  of  the  school  commissioner,  shall  begin  on  the  second  Thursday 
each  of  January  and  August,  the  first  Thursday  each  of  March  and  June,  and  the  fourth 
Friday  each  of  April  and  September,  and  shall  continue  two  days. 

Number  of  trials  allowed.—  Candidates  for  their  first  certificate  in  this  grade  shall  be 
exempt  from  examination  in  any  subject  in  which  they  have  attained  the  required 
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percentage  in  any  prevloui  examination  held  not  more  than  six  months  before.  For  any 
subsequent  certificate  of  this  grade,  candidates  shall  be  exempt  from  examination  in 
those  subjects  in  which  they  shall  have  attained  the  required  percentages,  provided  all 
such  percentages  shall  have  been  attained  in  one  or  two  examinations,  held  within  six 
months  preceding  the  date  of  the  final  examination. 

After  August  1,  1897,  candidates  for  certificates  of  this  grade  will  be  permitted  to 
combine  the  standing  earned  by  them  in  any  three  examinations  held  in  any  school 
year. 

Examination  of  answer  papers.—  All  answer  papers  submitted  by  candidates  for 
second  grade  certificates  shall  be  forwarded,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  exami- 
nation, to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  for  examination,  marking  and 
filing,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Superintendent. 

Date  of  certificate.—  All  second  grade  certificates  issued  between  August  1,  1896,  and 
July  31,  1897,  shall  be  dated  from  the  first  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  certificate 
is  issued;  thus,  a  certificate  issued  any  time  In  December,  1896,  shall  be  dated  December 
1,  1896,  and  shall  read  on  its  face  as  follows:  "  And  is  hereby  licensed  to  teach  any 
common  school  in  this  commissioner  district  for  a  term  of  two  and  eight-twelfths  yean 
from  this  date." 

After  August  1,  1897,  all  second  grade  certificates  granted  shall  be  issued  August  1st 
of  each  year,  which  Is  the  first  day  of  each  school  year. 

Program — Second  Grade 

FIRST  DAY 

A.  M.— Civil  Government,  School  Law,  Drawing. 

P.  M.— American  History,  Current  Topics,  Methods  and  School  Economy. 

SECOND    DAY 

A.  M.— Arithmetic,  Geography,  Orthography. 

P.  M.— Composition,  Reading,  Grammar,  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

Note.—  1.  All  second  grade  certificates  which  expire  at  any  time  during  the  school 
year  ending  July  31,  1897  (between  August  1,  1896,  and  July  n,  1897),  may  be  extended 
and  made  valid  by  commissioners  from  the  date  on  which  they  expire  until  the  end 
of  that  school  year,  or  July  31,  1897. 

2.  All  second  grade  certificates  which  expire  at  any  time  during  the  school  year  ending 
July  81, 1898  (between  August  1,  1897,  and  July  31,  1898),  may  be  extended  and  made  valid 
by  commissioners  from  the  date  on  which  they  expire  until  the  end  of  that  school  year, 
or  July  31,  1898. 

No  certificates  of  this  grade  shall  be  extended  except  those  included  in  these  two 
olassee. 

Third  Grade 

Term.—  Certificates  of  this  grade  shall  be  issued  for  a  term  of  one  year,  and  shall  be 
limited  to  a  particular  school  or  grade. 

Number  of  certificates.—  But  one  certificate  of  this  grade  shall  be  granted  to  the  same 
person. 

Experience. —  None  is  required. 

Educational  requirements.—  Candidates  shall  be  required  to  pass  an  oral  examination 
in  Reading  and  a  written  examination  in  Arithmetic,  Composition,  Geography,  Gram- 
mar, Orthography,  Penmanship,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  American  History  and  School 
Law. 

Standing  required.—  Candidates  for  certificates  of  this  grade  must  attain  a  standing 
of  at  least  75  per  cent,  in  Arithmetic,  Geography,  Grammar,  Orthography,  Penmanship 
and  Reading,  and  an  average  standing  of  at  least  75  per  cent,  in  the  other  subjects. 

Days  for  holding  examinations.—  Examinations  for  certificates  of  this  grade,  unless 
omitted  in  the  discretion  of  the  school  commissioner,  shall  be  held  on  the  several  datee 
arranged  for  second  grade  examinations. 
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Number  of  trials  allowed.—  Candidates  for  certificates  In  this  grade  shall  be  exempt 
from  examination  in  any  subject  In  which  they  have  attained  a  standing  of  75  per 
cent,  or  over  in  any  previous  examination  held  not  more  than  six  months  before. 
After  August  1,  1897,  candidates  for  a  certiilcate  of  this  kind  will  be  permitted  to  com- 
bine the  standing  earned  by  them  in  any  four  examinations  held  within  any  school 
year,  or  between  August  iFt  of  any  year  and  the  Slst  day  of  July  following. 

Examination  of  answer  papers.—  All  answer  papers  submitted  by  candidates  for  third 
grade  certificates  shall  be  forwarded,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  examination,  to 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  for  examination,  marking  and  filing, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Superintendent 

Date  of  certificate.—  A  candidate  may  take  the  examination  at  any  appointed  time  or 
place,  but  a  certificate  shall  be  Issued  only  after  the  candidate  shall  have  malde  an 
engagement  to  teach  approved  by  the  school  commissioner. 

All  certificatea  of  this  grade  which  are  Issued  between  May  16,  1896,  and  January  1. 
1897,  i^hall  be  issued  and  dated  so  that  tOiey  shall  expire  July  81,  1897. 

All  certificates  of  this  grade  Issued  between  January  1,  1897,  and  August  1,  1897,  shall 
be  Issued  so  that  they  i^all  expire  July  31,  1898. 

All  certificates  of  this  grade  issued  after  August  1,  1897,  shall  be  issued  August  1st 
of  each  year. 

Program — ^Third  Grade 

FIRST  DAY 
A.  M. — School  Law. 

P.  M. — American  History. 

SECOND  DAY 

A.  M.— Arithmetic,  Geography,  Orthography. 

P.  M.— Composition,  Reading.  Grammar,  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

Note.—  By  direction  of  the  State  Superintendent  all  third  grade  certificates  which  ex- 
pire on  or  after  January  1,  1897,  may  be  extended  and  made  valid  by  school  commis- 
sioners, in  their  discretion,  until  July  31,  1897. 

Certificates  of  this  grade  expiring  before  January  1,  1897,  can  not  be  extended. 

Training  Class  Certificates 

Term.—  These  certificates  will  be  issued  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Renewals.-  Upon  the  expiration  of  three  years'  successful  teaching,  these  certifi- 
cates shall  be  renewable  under  the  same  conditions  that  first  grade  certificates  are  re- 
newable. 

Experience.—  Candidates  for  a  certificate  of  this  kind  must  have  been  in  attendance 
upon  a  training  class  for  at  least  two  terms,  as  provided  in  the  training  class  regulations. 

Educational  requirements.—  Candidates  must  attain,  in  examinations  held  for  train- 
ing classes,  at  least  75  per  cent,  in  each  of  the  subjects  for  a  second  grade  certificate, 
and  in  addition  thereto  a  standing  of  75  per  cent  in  all  special  subjects  designated  in 
the  course  of  study  for  teachers'  training  classes. 

Dates  of  examinations.—  The  examination  of  training  classes  shall  begin  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  January,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June  and  shall  continue  three 
days. 

Note.—  All  other  rules  of  the  uniform  system  of  examinations  not  confiicting  with  the 
rules  under  which  these  certificates  are  issued  shall  apply  to  and  govern  the  issuing  of 
these  certificates. 

Program — Training  Class  Examination 

WEDNESDAY 

A.  M.— History  of  Education,  School  Management,  School  Law. 
P.  M.— Art  of  Questioning,  American  History,  Orthography. 

THURSDAY 
A.  M.— Civil  Government.  Drawing. 
P.  M.— Methods,  Geography,  Current  Topics. 
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PRIDAT 
A.  M.— Arithmetic,  Phsrtlology. 

P.  M.— Composition,  Orammar,  Methods  (for  those  who  failed  in  next  preoedins  exam- 
ination). 

Drawing  Certificates 

Limitations.—  "  A  Drawing  Certlflcate  "  shall  entitle  its  holder  to  teach  drawing  only, 
but  shall  not  entitle  its  holder  to  teach  any  other  branches  in  public  schools.  A  rlola- 
tion  of  this  regulation  will  be  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  the  rerocation  of  the  certiilcate 
held  by  the  person  guilty  of  such  violation. 

Term.—  These  certificates  shall  be  issued  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Renewals.— Upon  their  expiration,  from  time  to  time,  these  certificates  shall  be  re- 
newable under  the  same  conditions  that  first  grade  certificates  are  renewable. 

Experience.— Candidates  must  have  had  at  least  one  year's  successful  experience  in 
teaching  In  public  schools  or  must  have  had  at  least  one  year's  work  in  professional 
training  in  a  normal  school  in  this  State,  in  a  training  class  under  the  regulations  of 
this  Department,  or  some  other  institution  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction. 

Educational  requirements.-  Candidates  must  attain  the  standing  required  for  a  third 
grade  certificate,  and  In  addition  thereto  must  attain  a  standing  of  at  least  75  per  cent 
on  a  special  paper  in  Drawing. 

Dates  of  examinations.- The  examinations  for  certificates  of  this  kind  shall  be  held 
In  January,  March,  June,  and  August,  on  the  dates  on  whldh  the  regular  examinations 
for  second  grade  certificates  are  held,  and  the  special  examination  in  Drawing  shall  be 
held  on  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  each  of  such  second  grade  examinations. 

Note.—  All  other  rules  of  the  uniform  system  of  examinations  not  conflicting  with  the 
rules  under  which  these  certificates  are  Issued  shall  apply  to  and  govern  the  Issuing 
of  these  certificates. 

Kindergarten  Certificates 

Limitation.-  A  *'  Kindergarten  Certificate  "  shall  entitle  its  holder  to  teach  in  a  kin- 
dergarten only,  and  shall  not  entitle  Its  holder  to  teacAi  in  any  other  public  school;  nor 
shall  such  certificate  entitle  Its  holder  to  teach  in  a  kindergarten  part  of  the  time  and 
grajnmar  and  other  sdhools  the  remainder  of  the  time.  A  violation  of  this  regulation 
will  be  deemed  sufllclent  cause  for  the  revocation  of  the  certiflosite  held  by  the  person 
guilty  of  such  violation. 

Term.—  These  certificates  shall  be  Issued  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Renewals.— Upon  their  expiration,  from  time  to  time,  these  certificates  shall  be  re- 
newable under  the  same  conditions  that  first  grade  certificates  are  renewable. 

Experience.—  Candidates  must  have  had  at  least  one  year's  professional  training  in 
kindergarten  work  in  a  normal  school  in  this  State  or  in  connection  with  a  training 
class  tmder  the  supervision  of  this  Department,  or  some  other  institution  approved  by 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Educational  requirements.—  Candidates  must  attain  a  standing  of  75  per  cent,  each  in 
Methods,  ScAiool  Economy,  History  of  Education,  Ari  of  Questioning,  and  75  per  cent, 
in  a  special  examination  in  the  subject  of  kindergarten  work  and  any  other  special  pro- 
fessional subject  designated  for  training  classes. 

Dates  of  examinations.—  The  examination  for  certificates  of  this  kind  shall  be  held  on 
the  third  Wednesday  of  January  and  the  second  Wednesday  of  June  and  continue  two 
days. 

Note.—  All  other  rules  of  the  uniform  system  of  examinations  not  conflicting  with  the 
rules  under  which  these  ceriiflcates  are  issued  shall  apply  to  and  govern  the  issuing  of 
these  certificates. 

Program — Kindergarten  Examination 

WEDNESDAY 

A.  M.— History  of  Education,  School  Management. 
P.  M.— Art  of  Questioning. 
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thursday 

A.  M.— Special  Paper  on  Kindergarten  Work. 
P.  M.— Methods. 

Vocal  MuBic  Certificates 

LimitationB.—  Certificates  of  this  kind  may  be  granted  to  candidates  who  establish  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  State  Superintendent  that  they  are  qualified  to  teach  Yocal  music. 
Such  certificate  shall  entitle  its  holder  to  teach  music  only,  and  shall  not  entitle  its 
holder  to  teach  any  other  subject  in  public  schools. 

Term.—  These  certificates  shall  be  Issued  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Renewals.— Upon  their  expiration,  from  time  to  time,  these  certificates  shall  be  re- 
newable the  same  as  are  first  grade  certificates. 

Note.—  A  school  district  employing  the  holder  of  a  "  Music  Certificate  '*  for  the  full 
period  of  school  for  each  day  for  the  required  number  of  days  (160),  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  full  district  quota;  but  if  such  teacher  shall  be  employed  for  a  shorter  time  than  the 
full  period  each  day,  the  district  quota  apportioned  for  such  teachers  shall  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  time  employed  each  day. 

In  adddition  to  the  foregoing  certificates,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion will,  in  his  discretion.  Issue  temporary  licenses  for  a  time  not  exceeding  six  weeks, 
but  only  in  cases  in  which  public  convenience  absolutely  requires  it,  and  then  only  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  school  commissioner  having  jurisdiction. 

No  temporary  license  will  be  granted  unless  satisfactory  evidence  is  fumlAed  that 
the  candidate  is  qualified,  and  sufliclent  reasons  are  given  why  the  candidate  is  not  the 
holder  of  a  regular  certificate. 

General  Begrulations 

1.  Candidates  undertaking  the  first  grade  examination  and  failing  to  attain  the  stand- 
and  required  for  a  certificate  of  that  grade,  may  be  given  a  certificate  of  the  second  or 
third  grade,  provided  the  percentages  attained  are  as  high  as  those  required  in  the 
grade  for  which  the  certificate  is  granted,  but  no  credits  obtained  in  a  second  or  third 
grade  examination  shall  be  allowed  In  an  examination  for  a  first  grade  certificate. 

2.  Candidates  for  certificates  of  any  grade  shall  be  exempt  from  examination  in  any 
subject  in  which  they  have  attained  a  standing  of  70  per  cent,  in  an  examination  for  a 
State  certificate,  as  shown  by  any  Partial  State  Certificate  issued  not  more  than  five 
years  previously. 

S.  No  answer  paper,  in  any  subject,  showing  a  standing  of  less  than  60  per  cent,  shall 
be  accepted. 

4.  School  commissioners  may,  in  their  discretion,  supplement  these  examinations  with 
additional  questions,  demand  a  higher  percentage  than  is  required  by  the  standard  regu- 
lations, and,  for  sufficient  reasons,  refuse  to  admit  a  candidate  to  the  examination,  or  to 
grant  him  a  certificate  after  he  has  attained  the  required  standing. 

5.  If,  after  passing  an  examination,  a  candidate  desires  to  teach  within  the  jurisdie- 
tion  of  a  commissioner  other  than  the  one  under  whose  direction  such  candidate  was 
examined,  the  standing  attained  by  such  candidate,  as  marked  by  the  Department,  shall 
be  transferred  by  the  commissioner  under  whose  direction  suoh  candidate  was  exam- 
ined to  the  commissioner  under  whose  Jurisdiction  such  candidate  is  to  teach,  upon  his 
requisition,  or  upon  the  request  of  the  candidate.  Commissioners  must  not  acc^t  pass- 
cards  from  candidates. 

Marking 

6.  The  standing  in  each  subject  will  be  marked  as  directed  on  the  question  paper. 
Any  answer  or  process  that  shows  knowledge  of  principles,  or  gives  an  essential  part 
of  the  information  required,  shall  be  given  its  proportion  of  credit. 

7.  Penmanship  will  be  Judged  from  the  papers  on  Geography,  and  a  certificate  will  bt 
refused  the  candidate  whose  penmanship  is  not  clearly  legible. 
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8.  In  the  solation  of  problemi.  eTery  process  must  be  glTen  in  full  or  indicated.  An- 
swers alone  will  not  be  accepted. 

9.  In  marking  partial  certificates  of  the  first  grade,  commissioners  will  draw  a  lin* 
through  all  subjects  not  taken,  also  through  all  standings  below  75  per  cent,  in  Arlth- 
cnetic.  Geography,  Grammar,  Penmanship  and  Methods  and  School  Bconomy,  and  all 
standings  below  50  per  cent  in  the  remaining  subjects. 

Indorsexnent  of  CertiflcateB 

10.  A  school  commissioner  shall  indorse  for  the  full  period  for  which  they  &re  Talid 
when  presented  to  him  for  indorsement,  first  and  second  grade  certificates,  training 
class  certificates,  and  drawing,  music,  and  kindergarten  certificates  issued  by  any  other 
school  commissioner  in  the  State,  or  issued  by  the  authorities  of  any  city  which  has 
Adopted  and  is  working  under  the  uniform  system  of  examinations,  unless  a  Talid  reason 
-exists  for  withholding  such  indorsement.  Such  certificates  when  properly  indorsed  shall 
be  valid  in  the  school  commissioner  district  over  which  the  sdhool  commissioner  who 
indorsed  them  has  jurisdiction. 

RECORDS  OF  EXAMINATIONS 

11.  Records  of  all  examinations  shall  be  kept  by  school  commissioners.  In  a  book  tar- 
nished by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  that  purpose. 

CERTIFICATES 

12.  Blank  certificates  of  the  prescribed  form  will  be  ffimished  for  the  use  of  the  oom- 
snlssioners  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 

PLACES  OF  EXAMINATIONS 

13.  Commissioners  shall  give  due  notice  of  the  places  of  examinations  and  the  hour  at 
^hlch  they  will  begin. 

14.  The  places  for  holding  examinations  ahould  be  those  best  suited  to  the  couTenienee 
•of  the  entire  district,  and  a  yearly  schedule  of  such  places,  with  the  date  of  each  exam- 
ination, shall  be  published  by  the  school  commissioners. 

15.  Examinations  shall  be  held  in  but  one  place  in  any  school  conmiissioner  district 
«pon  the  same  date,  unless  permitted  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

16.  After  August  1,  1897,  if  any  school  commissioner  shall  establiifh  to  the  satlafaotlon 
of  this  Department  that  the  conditions  in  his  district  require  him  to  issue  a  certificat* 
fipoD  some  other  date  than  August  1st,  he  will,  in  the  discretion  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, be  given  the  privilege  of  issuing  such  certificate,  but  such  certificate  shall  be 
Issued  for  the  remaining  period  for  which  it  would  have  been  valid  had  it  been  issued  on 
the  Ist  day  of  August,  preceding  the  date  on  which  permission  is  given  to  issue  such  cer- 
tificate. 

STATEMENT  OF  CANDIDATES 

17.  Before  entering  upon  examination,  candidates  will  be  required  to  fill  out  a  copy  of 
-the  following: 

Full  name  

Home  P.  0 

Age  

Number  of  terms  taught 

References  as  to  moral  character 

J  Grade Date 

lAst  certificate    \j^^^  ^y 

flave  held second  grade  certificates. 

Clave  held third  grade  certificates. 

Copies  of  the  above  will  be  supplied  by  the  Department. 
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18.  Tbe  ezamlnationf  in  each  lubjeot  will  be  rettrlcted  to  the  half-day  dasUmated  Id 
the  program. 

19.  Collusion  between  oandldatee.  or  any  other  act  of  diahonesty,  will  wholly  Tltlate 
their  examination. 

SO.  Answer  papers  must  be  written  in  ink,  and  must  not  be  folded. 

SL  Questions  to  be  used  in  these  examinations  will  be  Issued  by  the  Defiartment  and 
forwarded  to  school  commissioners  in  sealed  envelopes  which  must  be  first  opened  in 
the  presence  of  the  class  at  the  time  for  the  examination. 

22.  Candidates  must  proyide  themselves  with  compasses  and  rulers  for  use  in  drawing. 
Uniform  paper  must  be  used  and  may  be  purchased  of  the  commissioners. 

TRANSFER  OF  RECORDS  AND  BLANKS 

25.  Each  school  commissioner  shall  transfer  to  his  successor  in  office  the  books  of 
records  of  examinations,  all  stubs  of  certificates  granted,  and  all  unused  blanks  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMT 

24.  The  questions  on  this  subject  used  in  the  examinations  of  1896  will  be  based  upon 
the  following  works:  White's  School  Management,  Page's  Theory  and  Practice,  and 
De  Graff's  Schoolroom  Guide. 

REVIEW  OF  ANSWER  PAPERS 

26.  All  applications  for  the  review  of  answer  papers  must  be  made  by  the  oommis- 
■ioner  under  whose  jurisdiction  candidates  took  the  examination. 

CANDIDATES  MUST  ATTEND  EXAMINATIONS  IN  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  SCHOOL 

COMMISSIONER    DISTRICTS 

26.  All  candidates  must  attend  examinations  In  the  school  commissioner  district  in 
which  they  reside,  or  in  which  they  are  teaching.  For  valid  reasons,  however,  candi- 
dates will  be  permitted  to  attend  examinations  in  any  commissioner  district  in  the 
State,  but  such  candidates  must  first  obtain  the  approval  of  the  school  commissioner  of 
the  district  in  which  they  reside,  or  in  which  they  are  teaching,  as  the  ease  may  be,  to 
attend  examinations  in  such  other  district 

27.  Under  a  provision  of  law  which  went  into  effect  May  6,  1896,  no  person  can  receive 
a  certificate  who  is  under  the  age  of  18  years. 


n.  QUESTIONS  FOB  EXAMINATIONS 

Unif orm  Examinations  for  CommissionerB'  Certiflcates,  Issued  from  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  from  July  31,  1895,  to  July  31, 
1896,  inclusive. 

Thursday,  Augrust  8,  1895— First  Grade 

Am   S». 

DRAWING 

Note.—  Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it    Use  compasses 
for  drawing  circles.    Take  measurements  from  ruler. 

The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  ooe  Inch. 
1.  (a)  What  l8  a  color  scale?     (b)  Blending  four  parts  orange  and  one  part  yellow 
would  produce  what  hue? 
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1.  Draw  (0  rapranQt  ■  mno,  miss  ikaleton  glran.    Kapraunt  aolldltr- 


ZJian  af  iaj* 


t.  (>)  lUuitimla  by  a  drawlog,  two 

perapacUtO. 
1.  Ifftka  a  working  dr>wlDK.  pUn,  Ira 

Saa  iketch.    Dlmeaalana  optianal. 


Tanlol  aquuea.    (b)  PImc  Ue  ti 


t.  Draw  ■  pallara  tor  a  eoua. 
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C  Copr  aketcb  (traca)  uid  piftce  a  U(ia«T  u  tboush  ImoIdb  KgKioat  tlM  b«ra.  U» 
■une  mt  polnu  iBdloled  by  dou  on  tlie  left  ild*.  Tba  laddar  to  lu*a  IB  r 
Sbow  llDM  Of  conTcrs«nc«  lor  >11  horliontkl  pu«llal  tAget, 
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ID.  CopT  *1c«tcb  and  cl4»lf7  objacti, 


aaialar  or  paralM  p«npectlT<L 


L  Reduci  So  I 
L  A  plot 


ir  H  tMt  troE 

tbeie  coQdllloi 

I.  Find  tbe  number  tlial 

4.  If  to  boiiei  eat  2T0  bui 

tniitieli  >t  tb( 

5,  Reqalred  tba  ci 

perH, 

&  Til*  •UUMd  TBlUallDII 

li  Toted  at  the  ii 


ARITHMETIC 

le  lollowlDg  queaClDDB  hai  10  credit*  aulfn«d  to  It. 
S  gr.  M  the  decimal  ot  a  pound  Troj. 

;ep  can  be  exactly  divided  Into  loU  *i  f«t  front,  tS  t( 
many  feet  In  leaEtb  muit  tb*  plot  docobmuIIj  ba  U 


h  le  (eet  Ions  and  I  Inchei  wlda,  at  tit.U 
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7.  Find  the  amount  o€  a  note  for  |S15  at  Interest  for  1  yr.  4  mo.  2  da.  at  6  per  eent  per 

annum. 

8.  If  the  Interest  on  |1  at  6  per  cent  to  1.0886,  what  to  the  time? 

9.  Two  dealers  sell  the  same  article  at  the  same  Ust  price,  but  one  of  them  off«rs  trade 

discounts  of  40  per  cent.,  15  per  cent  and  10  per  cent,  while  the  other  offers  dis- 
counts of  40  per  cent  and  25  per  cent    Which  terms  are  better  for  the  purchaser, 
and  how  much  per  cent,  of  list  price? 
10.  D.  L.  St  W.  R.  R.  stock  was  quoted  at  180  1-2,  January  2, 1896.    How  many  shares  could 
have  been  purchased  on  that  date  for  84i976.60 

GBOGRAPHT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  The  latitude  of  New  Orleaxis  is  80  degrees  north  and  the  longitude  90  degrees  west; 

what  are  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  a  place  60  degrees  south  and  100  degrees  west 
of  New  Orleans? 

2.  Most  of  the  fur-bearing  animato  are  found  in  the  northern  hemisphere.    Explain. 

1  (a)  What  are  isothermal  lines?    (b)  Why  do  they  not  extend  directly  east  and  west? 
4.  Why  are  cities  and  yillages  usually  located  on  rirers  or  other  bodies  of  water? 
6.  What  large  commercial  city  near  the  mouth  of  (a)  the  Delaware  riyer,  (b)  the  Mi««i«- 
sippi  river,  (c)  the  Columbia  rirer,  (d)  the  Sacramento  rirer? 

6.  Locate  the  following  cities,  and  state  for  what  each  is  noted:    (a)  Munich,  (b)  Olas- 

gow,  (c)  Geneya. 

7.  Mention  (a)  two  rivers  of  South  America  whose  mouths  are  great  estuaries;  (b)  one  at 

whose  mouth  is  a  great  delta  formation. 

8.  Mention  two  natural  causes  that  have  contributed  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Minneapolis. 

9.  What  five  river  systems  drain  the  State  of  New  York? 

10.  (a)  Mention  three  of  the  most  important  seaports  of  Italy,  and  (b)  three  of  the  prin- 
cipal exports  of  that  country. 

P.M. 
GRAMMAR 

1  Another  time,  being  sent  on  a  message  to  the  vicarage,  and  left  for  some 

2  minutes  alone  in  the  parlor,  with  a  piano  standing  open  in  the  room,  she 
8  could  not  restot  the  temptation  of  touching  the  keys,  and  was  discovered 

4  playing  an  air  of  Mozari,  with  great  it  tie  and  execution.    At  thto  detection 

5  she  blushed,  as  if  caught  in  a  crime,  and  hurried  away  in  tears  and  with- 

6  out  her  message.    It  was  clear  that  she  had  once  learned  music    But  the 

7  surest  proof  that  Jane's  original  station 'had  been  higher  than  that  which 

8  she  now  filled,  w<s  the  mixture  of  respect  and  fondness  with  which  Mrs. 

9  Allen  had  treated  her,  and  the  deep  regret  she  sometimes  testified  at  seeing 
10  her  employed  in  any  menial  office.— The  Village  Schoolmtotress. 

Mabt  Rcssxll  Whitpord. 

The  first  six  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

Notes.— 1.  A  combination  of  subject  and  predicate  is  called  a  clause.  Clauses  are  prin- 
cipal or  subordinate. 

2.  Subordinate  clauses  Include  (a)  subject  clauses;  (b)  objective  cUuses;  (c)  adjective 
clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

8.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  Its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 

4.  A  preposition  with  its  object  is  called  a  phrase. 

6.  In  naming  a  phrase,  give  only  the  preposition  and  its  unmodified  object 

6.  A  modifier  may  be  a  word,  phrase,  or  clause.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name  the 
part  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In  like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifying 
phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  adverbial,  etc. 

7.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

8.  Only  eight  parts  of  speech  are  recognized— the  articles  the  and  a  forming  a  subdivis- 
ion of  adjectives,  and  participles  being  one  of  the  forms  of  verbs. 


Uniform  Examinations  626 

9.  InflnitlTM  are  claraed  at  modes  of  the  rerb. 

10.  In  pariing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  obeenre  the  following  order:  OlaM.  penon,  number, 
gender,  case.  Olye  the  reaion  tor  case.  In  parting  a  relattre  pronoun,  etate  the  agree- 
ment with  Its  antecedent. 

11.  In  glTlng  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  glTe  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it. 

12.  Treat  Terbs  as  dirided  into  two  classes  only,  vis.,  transitire  and  intransitiTe.  A 
transitire  rerb  may  be  used  in  the  actlTe  or  the  passire  Toioe. 

13.  In  parsing  a  Terb,  obsenre  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregular, 
transitlTe  or  intransitire,  rdice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement.  Oire  the 
apecial  use  of  an  inflnitlre  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

L  Select  and  classify  according  to  notes  1  and  S,  flTe  subordinate  clauses. 

S.  Oire  three  modifiers  each  of  (a)  hurried  (line  6);  (b)  proof  Gine  7).  What  word  is 
modified  by  each  of  the  following:  (c)  with  taste  (line  4);  (d)  at  detection  (line  4);  (e) 
with  which  Gine  8). 

t.  Select  (a)  two  transitire  Terbs  in  the  actire  Toice;  (b)  one  transitire  rerb  in  the  pas- 
sire  roice;  (c)  two  intransitire  rerbs— all  in  the  indicatire  mode. 

4.  Select  (a)  two  present  participles;  (b)  one  perfect  participle  exdusire  of  those  used 

in  compound  tenses. 
&  Oire  syntax  of  (a)  time  (line  1) ;  (b)  mixture  (line  8) ;  (c)  that  (line  7). 
i.  (a)  Select  adjectires  illustrating  the  three  degrees  of  comparison,    (b)  Compare  two 

adjectires  each  in  a  difTerent  way,  and  each  by  a  method  difPerent  from  those 

selected  from  this  selection. 

7.  Write  sentences  showing  the  use  of  what  as  (a)  an  interjection;  (b)  an  adjectire;  (c)  a 

pronoun. 

8.  Olve  synopsis  (first  person,  singular)  of  the  rerb  lie  (to  recline)  through  the  indicatire 

mode,  naming  each  tense, 
f.  Illustrate  the  connection  of  clauses  by  (a)  a  conjunction;  (b)  an  adrerb;  (c)  a  relatire 

pronoun. 
10.  Oire  an  example  of  a  clause  used  as  (a)  subject  of  a  rerb;  (b)  as  an  appositire. 

COlfPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

L  A  Description  of  a  Picture. 

S.  A  Thunder  Storm. 

1  The  Value  of  Composition  Writing. 

4.  The  Usefulness  of  Wood. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points: 
1.  The  matter,  i.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed.  (26) 

5.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used.  (25) 
Z.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  dirislon  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 

appearance.  (26) 

(For  remaining  25  credits  see  Regulations.) 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  What  is  (a)  the  pleura,  (b)  the  plasma,  (c)  the  pylorus? 

2.  (a)  With  what  bone  of  the  arm  does  the  scapula  articulate?    (b)  With  what  bone  of 

the  leg  does  the  Innominate  bone  articulate? 
2.  What  is  the  function  of  (a)  the  biceps  muscle;  (b)  the  triceps? 
4.  Describe  and  locate  the  larynx. 

6.  Mention  the  three  coats  which  form  the  walls  of  the  stomach  and  state  the  function 

of  each, 
i.  Why  do  fretting,  anxiety,  and  anger  interfere  with  digestion? 

40 
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7.  By  what  two  channela  does  the  digestive  food  reach  the  general  circuUtion? 

8.  Why  does  exercise  quicken  the  circulation? 

9.  (a)  Mention  three  of  the  special  senses  that  are  affected  by  a  wrere  cold,    (b)  How 

are  these  effects  produced? 
10.  Why  does  the  face  usually  become  flushed  when  alcohol  is  taken  into  the  stomacht 

CURRENT   TOPICS 
Each  of  the  following  quesUons  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

L  What  changes  were  made  in  President  Cleveland's  cabinet  in  June? 

5.  What  industrial  exposition  is  to  be  held  in  this  country  next  fall  and  winter? 

t.  Name  an  important  educational  law  which  was  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature. 

4.  What  great  scientist  recently  died? 

6.  The  English  Parliament  was  recently  dissolved.    At  the  time  of  such  diMolution» 

what  party  was  In  power? 
8.  In  the  recent  English  elections,  what  party  was  successful? 

7.  What  island  on  the  American  continent  is  in  a  state  of  insurrection? 

8.  What  object  is  sought  by  the  insurgents? 

9.  SUte  briefly  the  facU  of  the  sinking  of  the  lUlian  steamship  "  Maria  P." 
10.  What  great  commercial  canal  was  opened  in  Europe  in  June? 

Friday,  Aug^ust  9,  1895— First  Grade 

A.    M. 

AMERICAN   HISTORY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  IL 
1.  In  the  case  of  each  of  the  following  early  voyagers  to  America,   state  whether 
settlement,  conquest,  or  exploration  was  the  main  object  of  his  voyage:  (a)  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert;  (b)  Henry  Hudson;  (c)  Hernando  Cortes;  (d)  William  Penn;  (e> 
Sir  Francis  Drake. 

5.  (a)  By  what  nation  was  the  Mohawk  valley  flrst  settled?    (b)  Where  was  the  flrst 

important  settlement  in  this  valley?  (c)  What  trading  post  on  Lake  Ontario  con- 
nected the  trafllc  of  ihls  valley  with  that  of  the  Indians  of  the  west? 

5.  Which  one  of  the  thirteen  colonies  is  specially  noted  as  having  been  a  refuge  (a> 

for  members  of  the  Church  of  England;  (b)  for  Roman  Catholics;  (c)  for  Puritans; 
(d)  for  Friends,  or  Quakers? 
I.  (a)  What  was  the  object  of  Washington's  journey  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Ohio 
river  in  1753?    (b)  What  followed  as  a  result  of  the  expedition? 

6.  (a)  Mention  two  important  military  events  of  the  Revolution,  preceding  the  Declar- 

ation of  Independence,  (b)  Were  the  military  operations  immediately  following 
the  declaration,  favorable  or  not  to  the  American  cause?  State  facts  to  support 
the  answer. 

6.  (a)  What  parts  of  the  United  States,  as  now  constituted,  east  of  the  Mlesissippl, 

did  not  belong  to  the  United  States  during  Washington's  administration? 

7.  Among   the   distinguished    foreigners    who    have   visited    this   country   during   the 

present  century  are  LaFayette,  Lord  Ashburton,  Charles  Dickens,  Louis  Kossuth, 
Jenny  Lind.  (a)  Mention  the  countries  of  which  any  three  of  these  were  respec- 
tively citizens,    (b)  State  the  object  of  the  visit  of  any  two  of  the  above. 

1  General  Grant  was  appointed  commander  of  the  army  of  the  United  Statea  in  March 
1864,  and  took  charge  of  the  operations  against  Richmond,  (a)  Mention  a  general 
who  previously  commanded  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  (b)  In  what  part  of  the 
southern  States  had  Grant  been  previously  engaged?  (c)  Mention  one  of  the  vic- 
torious engagements  which  had  called  attention  to  Grant's  generalship. 

9.  What  effect  did  the  embargo  and  the  war  of  1812  have  upon  the  manufacture  of 
goods  in  this  country?    Give  a  reason  for  the  answer. 
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10.  The  history  of  America  extends  from  the  sixteenth  to  the  nineteenth  centuries 
Inclusive.  In  what  half,  first  or  second,  of  which  century  did  the  following 
events  respectively  occur:  (a)  the  settlement  of  the  last  of  the  thirteen  colonies; 
(h)  the  discoveries  of  Marquette  and  LaSalle  in  the  Mississippi  valley;  (c)  ths 
reduction  of  letter  postage  to  two  cents;  (d)  the  laying  of  the  Atlantic  cabU;  (e)  ths> 
first  importation  of  African  slaves? 

ALGEBRA 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  A  man  works  a  weeks  at  b  dollars  a  week,  and  his  son  works  e  weeks  at  d  dollars  a  week- 
With  the  money  tbey  pay  for  m  tons  of  coal  at  p  dollars  a.  ton,  and  have  »  dollars  lefL 
Write  the  equation  expressing  this  condition. 

8.  Multiply  z^  +  2z*y  +  4x^^  -f-  hxy^  -f  ]6y4  by  a?  —  2y. 

8.  Find  the  prime  factors  of  (a)  x^-^lOx  +  9;  (6)  2ac  +  6e  -f-  2ad  +  bd ;  (c)  an*e  —  ab*  «>  +  a*be; 

x-fl         x  +  2  X  — 1 

4.  Multiply by by 


•«     y 

-  +  -=2 
a       b 

6x  --  oy  =  0 

Solve  for  the  values  of  x  and  y. 

0.  A  father  gives  to  his  five  sons  |1,000,  which  they  are  to  divide  so  that  each  elder  soa 

shall  receive  |20  more  than  his  next  younger  brother.  What  is  the  share  of  the 
youngest?    (Give  algebraic  statement  and  solution). 

7.  A  worked  10  days,  B  i  days,  C  3  days,  and  their  wages  amounted  to  |29;  at  another 

time,  A  worked  9  days,  B  8  days  and  C  6  days,  and  their  wages  amounted  to  |86; 
a  third  time,  A  worked  7  days,  B  6  days,  and  C  i  days,  and  their  wages  amounted 
to  127.  How  much  did  each  earn  in  one  day?  (Give  algebraic  statement  and 
solution). 

8.  The  product  of  two  numbers  is  126,  and  the  quotient  of  the  greater  divided  by  the 

less  is  8V&.    What  are  the  numbers?    (Give  algebraic  statement  and  solution). 

9.  Find  the  square  root  of  1x4  +  &c>  —  2a;  —  4x*  +  !• 

10.  (a.)  Reduce  to  simplest  form,  (t.  «.,  with  an  inte/ter  under  the  radical),  y/f^ 

(6)  Express  without  negative  or  fractional  exi>onents  5  a-'a:i*    (e)  Expand  ( —  Saib*)i^ 

BOOKKEEPING 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

Memoranda.— Edward  Curtiss  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  entered  Into  business  August  1, 
1896,  as  a  wholesale  de  ler  in  fruit,  with  a  cash  capital  of  |3,000  and  a  stock  valued  at 
12,860,  and  transacted  business  as  follows:  August  2d,  bought  of  Eli  Golding  ft  Sons,  150 
boxes  of  lemons  at  |4.20  per  box,  and  gave  his  check  on  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Brooklyn  in  payment.  August  3d,  sold  F.  C.  Smith,  for  cash,  12  boxes  of  lemons  at 
16.26  per  box,  6  boxes  of  oranges  at  |4  per  box,  and  A  bunches  of  bananas  at  $1.75  per 
bunch.  August  5th,  sold  M.  C.  Case,  on  account,  2  boxes  of  lemons  at  |5.50  per  box,  8 
boxes  of  oranges  at  |4  per  box,  and  3  bunches  of  bananas  at  $1.90  per  bunch.  August  7th, 
bought  of  Eli  Oolding  &  Son,  on  account,  300  bunches  of  bananas  at  $1.25  per  bunch. 
August  10th,  sold  to  sundry  parties,  for  cash,  60  buncbes  of  bananas  at  |1.65  per  bunch. 
August  13th,  sold  John  Bennett,  for  cash,  5  boxes  of  lemons,  at  $5.25  per  box;  sold  M.  C. 
Case,  on  account,  3  boxes  of  lemons  at  $5.25  per  box.  and  4  bunches  of  bananas  at  $2.15 
per  bunch.  August  16th.  paid  Eli  Golding  &  Son's  account  in  full  (transaction  of  August 
7th).  August  24th,  received  of  M.  C.  Case  check  for  $40  to  apply  on  account.  August 
26th,  paid  cartage,  $8.50;  rent,  $35. 

1.  Rule  forms  of  day  book,  cash  book,  and  ledger,  for  use  in  entering  items  of  the 

foregoing  memoranda.  (One  page  of  paper  each.)  In  the  day  book  and  cash  book 
of  Edward  Curtiss,  make  the  necessary  entries  — 
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5.  Of  the  transactiona  of  August  2,  S  and  6. 
1  Of  the  transactions  of  August  7,  10  and  18. 
4.  Of  the  transactions  of  August  16,  24  and  26. 

6.  Post  the  necessary  entries. 

6.  Balance  the  cash  book. 

7.  Write  a  promissory  note,  Henry  Harris,  maker,  George  Neal,  payee,  and  also  write 

an  Indorsement  in  full  of  the  note  to  Erwln  Miller. 

1  Write  a  statement  setting  forth  the  particulars  of  the  transactions  mentioned  In  the 
following  memoranda:  (Make  no  account  of  Interest.)  November  19,  18M,  James 
F.  King,  commission  merchant,  of  192  Pearl  irftreet.  New  York,  recelyed  a  consign- 
ment of  260  barrels  of  apples  from  Merritt  Hale  of  Sodus,  N.  Y.,  and  paid  freight, 
161.60,  and  cooperage,  $6.20.  November  20th,  he  sold  80  barrels  at  IS.65  per  barrel; 
November  22d.  120  barrels  at  |S.60  per  barrel;  and  November  26th,  the  remainder 
at  13.80  per  barrel.  November  27th,  he  sent  Mr.  Hale  his  check  on  the  Lincoln 
National  Bank  of  New  York,  for  the  amount  due,  after  deducting  his  commission 
of  6  per  cent.  ' 

9.  Write  (a)  the  check  mentioned  In  the  foregoing  memoranda  (Ques.  No.  8);  G>)  the 

indorsement  required  when  presented  for  payment. 
10.  (a)  How  is  the  net  gain  or  loss  of  a  business  found?    (b)  What  is  the  amount  of  the 
Investment  set  forth  In  the  first  memoranda? 


ORTHOGBAPHY 


1.  maintenance. 

2.  niece. 

5.  Onondaga. 
4.  auxiliary. 

6.  resuscitate. 

6.  coercive. 

7.  chimneys. 

8.  capillary. 

9.  nauseous. 

10.  artesian. 

11.  archipelago. 

12.  pavilion. 
18.  isoceles. 
14.  potential. 

16.  complimentary. 

16.  domineering. 

17.  taciturn. 

18.  mortise. 

19.  controlling. 

20.  separate. 

21.  Implacable. 

22.  itinerant. 

23.  abstruseness. 

24.  aching. 

26.  erysipelas. 


26.  Niagara. 

27.  singeing. 

28.  concede. 

29.  proceed. 
80.  attached. 

31.  numskull. 

32.  viscera. 

33.  movements. 

34.  limb  (a  branch), 
36.  arraigned. 

36.  paraphrase. 

37.  fictitious. 

38.  parallels. 

39.  analytic. 

40.  accurate. 

41.  officious. 

42.  blamable. 

43.  eyelet. 

44.  riding. 

46.  twingeing. 

46.  supplication. 

47.  allege. 

48.  pugnacious. 

49.  simultaneous. 
60.  scrutinize. 


P.  M. 

CIVIL  GOVEBNMENT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  The  two  points  in  the  Constitution  which  transformed  our  government  from  a  con- 

federation into  a  federal  union  are  (a)  the  powers  conferred  upon  congress  and  (b) 
the  organization  of  a  federal  Judiciary.    Explain. 

2.  What  is  meant  by  "the  enacting  clause"  of  a  bill. 
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t.  Non-reildents  are  taxed  upon  the  real  property  which  they  own.    Show  why  thii  U 

just. 
4.  Railroadi  are  prlTate  corporation!.    Explain  how  they  may  acquire  land  upon  which 

to  lay  their  tracks.  It  the  ownert  of  f  uch  land  are  unwilling  to  eelL 

6.  If  a  man  commits  a  cilme,  luch  at  murder,  (a)  what  of&cer  of  the  county  la  the  prose- 

cuting attorney?    (b)  In  whpse  name  Is  the  action  brought?    (c)  Who  Is  the  defend- 
ant? 
8.  (a)  Define  right  of  sufTrage.    (b)  What  name  Is  applied  to  those  haying  this  right? 
(c)  By  what  authority  Is  this  right  regulated? 

7.  How  are  the  folowlng  offlres  In  this  State  filled:    (a)  State  Treasurer;  (b)  President 

pro  tem.  of  the  Senate;  (c)  Superintendent  of  Public  Works? 

8.  (a)  What  Is  meant  by  "rotation  In  office"?    (b)  What  tends  to  correct  the  evils  grow- 

ing out  of  the  "spoils  system"? 

9.  In  a  jury  trial  In  any  court  of  record  how  does  the  duty  of  the  Judge  differ  from  that 

of  the  jury? 
10.  In  an  election  there  were  three  candidates,  A,  B  and  C.    The  whole  number  of  votes 
cast  was  twelve  hundred,  of  which  A  received  five  hundred  fifty.  B  four  hundred 
fifty.  C  two  hundred.    A  was  declared  elected,    (a)  Was  he  elected  by  a  majority  or 
a  plurality?    (b)  Explain  your  answer. 

SCHOOL  LAW 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It. 

1.  State  in  substance  one  of  the  extracts  from  the  school  law  found  in  every  school 

register. 

2.  Who  are  qualified  voters  at  a  school  meeting? 

8.  State  the  provisions  of  the  school  law  with  reference  to  teachers'  Institutes  as  to  (a) 
the  closing  of  schools  outside  of  cities  and  villages  having  five  thousand  or  more 
inhabitants  and  employing  a  superintendent;  (b)  attendance  of  teachers. 

4.  "No  school  shall  be  In  session  on  a  legal  holiday."  Give  one  good  reason  for  such  a 
law. 

6.  State  three  duties  of  the  school  commissioner. 

8.  Name  the  six  kinds  of  teachers'  licenses  in  this  State;  state  the  conditions  upon  which 
each  is  granted,  and  the  length  of  time  for  which  each  Is  valid. 

7.  "Any  failure  on  the  part  of  a  teacher  to  complete  an  agreement  to  teach  a  term  of 

school  without  good  reason  therefor,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  ground  for  the  revo- 
cation of  the  teachers'  certificate."    State  two  good  reasons  for  such  provision. 

8.  In  case  of  the  employment  of  an  unqualified  teacher  in  any  district,  against  whom  may 

the  contract  be  enforced  by  the  teacher? 

9.  Whose  duty  is  it,  by  law,  to  keep  the  school  room  clean  and  fit  for  use? 

10.  State  (a)  the  minimum  and  (b)  the  maximum  length  of  term  for  which  a  trustee  can 
in  advance  make  a  contract  for  the  employment  of  a  teacher. 

PHYSICS 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Define  (a)  inertia;  (b)  impenetrability. 

8.  How  is  momentum  computed? 

8.  In  calculating  specific  gravity,  what  substance  is  taken  as  the  basis  for  comparison  of 
(a)  solids  and  liquids;  (b)  gases? 

4.  A  cubic  foot  of  water  weighs  62V^  pounds.  What  is  the  pressure  upon  the  bottom  of  a 
tank  which  Is  10  feet  square  and  10  feet  high,  the  tank  being  full  of  water? 

6.  On  the  scale  of  a  Fahrenheit  thermometer  what  figures  indicate  (a)  the  freezing  of 
water;  (b)  the  boiling  of  water. 

6.  (a)  What  forces  the  water  upwards  in  a  common  suction  pump?  (b)  Upon  what  prop- 
erty of  air  is  dependent  the  action  of  the  air  pump? 
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7.  QlTe  aD  example  of  heating  by  (a)  conduction;  (b)  oonyection. 

8.  Give  an  example  of  (a)  reflection  of  light;  (b)  refraction  of  light. 

9.  How  may  the  approximate  distance  of  lightning  from  the  obaerrer  be  estimated 7 

10.  When  a  current  of  electricity  ia  paraed  from  a  good  conductor  to  a  poor  oondiietor, 

what  is  the  effect,  as  illustrated  in  the  incandescent  light? 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Language  lessons  for  children  should  be  free  from  grammatical  deflnitions,  rules, 

analysis  and  parsing.    Why? 

2.  Give  a  plan  of  teaching  the  verb. 

3.  In   order   to  teach   language  effectively   what  process  must  precede   the  work   in 

language? 

4.  Explain  the  difference  between  counting  and  adding. 

5.  In  teaching  geography  why  should  special  attention  be  given  to  comparatlye  direction 

and  comparative  dimension? 
€.•  Name  one  objection  to  the  daily  marking  ujutem  and  one  In  Its  faTor. 
7.  "The  school  is  no  place  for  a  man  without  principle."    State  briefly  Page's  reaMU 

for  this  statement 

5.  Young  children  ought  not  to  be  suspended  from  school  for  misconduct.    Why? 
9.  Name  four  characteristics  of  correct  written  language  in  elementary  work. 

10.  Which  should  occupy  more  attention  during  the  first  four  school  7Mur>»  nmiibflr  or 
reading  and  language? 

Thursday,  March  5,  1896— Pirst  Ghrade 
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ARITHMETIC 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  Write  in  words  16"  5".    (b)  To  ^vhat  measure  does  the  number  belong?    (c)Writeth* 

tAble  of  that  lueasiire. 

2.  3  (82  +  13)  >.  5  —2  I  X  '  24  —  18  -t-'e"^^  I  =  ? 

3.  Make  and  solve  a  problem  illustrating  how  the  difference  in  longitude  la  found  from 

a  known  difference  in  solar  time. 

4.  Find  the  number,  14-27  of  which  is  5  1-2  more  than  6-12  of  it 

6.  Find  the  sum  of  2  3-8  A.,  1  A.  93  1-4  sq.  rd.,  and  36  sq.  rd.  18  1-2  sq.  yd. 

€.  The  proceeds  of  a  note  discounted  at  bank,  for  2  mo.  18  da.,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum, 
were  $355.32.    Find  the  face  of  the  note. 

7.  The  net  price  of  an  article,  after  discounts  of  33 1-3  per  cent  and  26  per  cent,  from 

list  price  had  been  deducted,  was  |4.87  1-2.    What  was  the  list  price? 

8.  A  is  17  miles  southwest  of  B  and  11 1-2  miles  west  of  B.    How  many  miles  Is  B  north 

of  A? 

9.  If  I  purchase  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  stock  at  99  1-2,  brokerage  1-8  per  cent,  and  at 

the  end  of  six  months  sell  it  at  104  7-8.  brokerage  1-8  per  cent,  what  per  cent  do  I 
make  on  my  Investment? 
10.  If  In  17  1-2  days.  160  men  working  9  hours  a  day  excavate  a  cut  900  feet  long,  IS  feet 
deep  and  36  feet  wide,  in  how  many  days  should  95  men  working  8  hours  a  day 
excavate  another  cut  1,200  feet  long,  6  1-2  feet  deep,  88  feet  wide,  and  2 1-2  times 
as  difficult  to  excavate  as  the  first?    (Solve  by  proportion.) 

GEOGRAPHY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It 

1.  (a)  Give  three  causes  of  the  change  of  seasons,     (b)  Which  of  these  determines  the 
position  of  the  Arctic  circle? 
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1.  Heutloa  tour  proTloen  ot  Caakda,  kad  nuui  tbclr  capital*. 
t.  txicate  tb*  [olIowlDg  l(UDdi,  and  tall  to  what  countrlea  th 

(b)  Formoia.  (c)  Uadacaicar. 
«.  Into  wbat  Hts  cblcl  pliT>l<^  regtona  la  the  United  SUtea  dlvldadr 
C.  Wtalcb  St&te  of  tbs  Union  eicria  In  tlis  production  ot  (a}  coal,  (b)  rica,  (i 

(d)  copper,  (e)  goldt 
t.  Name  In  order  the  pottUcal  dlTlalona  ol  Soutb  America  on  tbe  Paclflc. 

7.  Name  In  order  tbe  vatara  on  whlcb  a  reaael  would  aall  trom  London  to  Odaaaa. 

8.  Name  and  locate  Ore  cblet  aaaporta  oC  tbe  Brltlab  lalea. 

f.  Name  two  countlaa  ot  Naw  York  bordeiinf  on  aach  ot  tba  tollowtng:  (a)  Lia]ia  GMts*. 

<b)  Lake  Cbamplaln,  (c)  Lake  Brie,  (d)  Loni  laland  aound,  (a)  New  Jerasr. 
10.  Trace  tbe  coursa  of  the  Oult  Stream,  and  tall  how  and  wbT  th*  climate  ot  Europe 
I*  aSected  by  It. 

DRAWING 
Kote.— Eacb  ot  tbe  followlns  quaatlona  baa  10  cradlta  aaalsned  to  It.    Uae  compaiiea 
tor  drawing  clrclea-    Take  meaanrementa  trom  ruler. 
Tbe  meoaure  of  all  work  Bball  be  at  leaat  one  Inch. 
1.  (a)  Wbat  la  tbe  aource  ot  color?    (b)  Wban  two  adjacent  poaltlre  colora  ot  the  aolar 

■pectrum  are  blended,  wbat  seneral  name  la  applied  to  the  reaultant  colort 
I.  (s)  What  la  an  aagle!    (b)  What  la  the  lertei  of  an  auRleT 

t.  CopT  outline  given  and  llnl«b  to  repreaent  a  bell  abowlng  the  Inalda  of  tba  dam* 
and  tbe  clapper. 


t.  Uake  aucb  modlBcatlona  ot  tbe  aketch  here  given  u  ahall  repreaent  a  tomato. 


a  tba  line  ot  direction'?    (b)  In  per^pectlTa.  what  la  tbe 
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Note.— Ilie  heavier  llaea  li 

it  tbe  ihattlDE  puller  IndleaMd  Id  tb«  ikatoh.    Coanaot 


UnIFOBM   EXAUINATIOKS 
•.  Draw  a,  psttam  tor  the  laktliar  oo*«rliiB  of  tha  iKtah*!  rw 


BDtKl  In  tha  tkatdi. 


t.  ConTutlonalUa  the  blowom  raproaaDtad  In  tha  akateh. 


■  bardar  llIuitratlnB  nltarnatlon  ot  poalllon. 
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GRAMMAR 

1  We  can  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  when  men  who  had  been  thus  ruled,. 

2  succeeded  in  wresting  supreme  power  from  a  government  which  they  had 

3  long  in  secret  hated,   they  should  have  been  Impatient  to  demolish  and 

4  unable   to  construct,   that  they  should  hays  been  fascinated   by   erery 
6  specious  novelty,  that  they  should  have  proscribed  every  title,  ceremony, 

6  and  phrase  associated  with  the  old  system,  and  that,  turning  away  with 

7  disgust  from  their  own  national  precedents  and  traditions,  they  should 

8  have  sought  for  principles  of  government  in  the  writings  of  theorists, 

9  or  aped,  with  ignorant  and  ungraceful  affection,  the  j>atriots  of  Athens 

10  and  Rome.  T.  B.  MACAULAT. 

The  first  six  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  in  answer  papers,  it  is  recommended 
that  candidates  observe  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Clauses  are  principal  or  subordinate.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subject 
clauses;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

2.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 

8.  In  giving  modifiers,  If  words,  name  the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In> 
like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifying  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  adverbial, 
etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

6.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Oive  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the  agree- 
ment with  its  antecedent. 

6.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  iL 

7.  Verbs  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.,  transitive  and  intransitive.  A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. . 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregular, 
transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person^  number,  agreement;  give  ths 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Select  and  classify  five  subordinate  clauses. 

2.  Give  three  modifiers  each  of  (a)  had  hated  (lines  2-3);  (b)  turning  Oine  6). 

8.  Select  a  perfect  participle  and  two  present  participles.  State  how  each  is  used, 
whether  like  an  adjective  or  like  a  noun.  If  like  an  adjective,  what  is  modified- 
by  each  of  them,  and  if  like  a  noun,  give  the  syntax. 

4.  Select  two  infinitives.  State  what  they  modify  and  thereby  determine  for  what  part 
of  speech  each  is  used. 

6.  What  clauses  are  connected  by  (a)  when  (line  1);  (b)  that  (line  5)? 

6.  Give  the  mode  and  tense  of  each  of  the  following  verbs:  (a)  can  wonder  Olne  1); 

(b)  had  been  ruled  (line  1);  (c)  succeeded  (line  2);  (d)  had  hated  (lines  2-3);  (e)  should 
have  been  fascinated  (line  4). 

7.  (a)  What  changes  are  necessary  in  a  sentence  whose  verb  is  in  the  active  voice.  In 

order  that  the  verb  shall  be  in  the  passive  form?    (b)  Illustrate. 

8.  Illustrate  the  use  of  (a)    then,  used  as  an  adverb  and  also  as  an  adjective;  (b)  but, 

as  a  conjunction  and  an  adverb. 

9.  Write  sentences  containing  vho,  used  (a)  as  an  interrogative  pronoun  in  the  objectivs 

case;  (b)  as  a  relative  pronoun  whose  antecedent  is  omitted. 

10.  (a)  Give  two  different  words  after  which  at  is  used  as  a  relative  pronoun,    (b)  Illus» 

trate. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 
The  "  Monroe  Doctrine." 
Making  Cheese. 
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The  Pleasures  of  Hunting. 
An  Afternoon's  Experience  in  Shopping. 
Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to- 
three  points: 

1.  The  matter,  1.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed. 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used. 

t.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  dlyislon  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general^ 
appearance. 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE 

'Ea^h  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It. 

1.  Describe  the  spinal  column  so  as  to  account  for  (a)   Its  flexibility,   and   (b)   its 

elasticity. 

2.  The  muscles  used  in  respiration  are  partly  Toluntary  and  partly  involuntary.    State 

the  necessity  of  this  provision. 
8.  Why  is  exercise  usually  attended  with  greater  activity  of  the  excretory  organs? 
4.  Considering  the  composition  of  bones,  why  is  it  even  more  important  for  a  child  to 

habitually  assume  correct  postures  in  sitting,  standing,  and  walking  than  for  an> 

adult? 
6.  Distinguish  between  pleurisy  and  pneumonia. 

6.  (a)  What  class  of  blood  vessels  may,  with  some  propriety,  be  called  sewers?    (b)- 

Mention  three  organs  whose  function  is  to  purify  the  blood  in  these  sewers. 

7.  Mention  the  parts  of  the  eye. 

8.  The  acuteness  of  the  olfactory  nerve  is  often  permanently  Impaired  by  severe  colds. 

Explain. 

9.  Why  should  clothing  worn  during  the  day  be  removed  at  night  upon  going  to  bed? 
10.  Some  persons  who  use  tobacco  live  to  extreme  old  age.    How  should  this  fact  be 

regarded? 

CURRENT   TOPICS 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  What  United   States   ambassador   recently   died   and    in   what  country   did    he 

represent  this  government?    (b)  Who  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him? 

2.  (a)  Whom  did  President  Cleveland  name  members  of  the  Venezuelan  Commission? 

(b)  For  what  purpose  was  this  commission  appointed? 
8.  What  change  has  Spain  recently  made  in  the  head  of  her  forces  in  Cuba? 
4.  Name  one  of  the  two  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  Insurgent  forces  in  Cuba. 
6.  What  was  the  result  of  the  recent  government  bond  issue  as  to  (a)  the  amount  of 

the  bonds  for  which  bids  wore  made,  and  (b)  the  price  of  those  sold? 

6.  What  is  the  scientific  discovery  of  Professor  Roentgen  known  as  "  X-rays?" 

7.  What  international  difl9culties  have  arisen  recently  in  South  Africa? 

8.  Who  was  recently  appointed  Poet  Laureate  of  England?  ^ 

9.  (a)  Who   Is   Miss   Clara   Barton?    (b)  What  mission   has   she  recently   undertaken 

which  has  received  ttie  attention  of  the  civilized  world? 

10.  What  event  has  recently  directed  public  attention  to  the  Salvation  Army  in  th« 

United  States?  ' 

11.  What  great  English  artist  died  recently? 

Friday,  March  6,  1896 — First  Grade 

A.    M. 

AMERICAN   HISTORY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  In  what  parts  of  North  and  South  America  was  gold  found  in  quantity  by  th* 

early  explorers;  and  (b)  by  what  nation  was  this  wealth  largely  obtained? 

2.  Note  two  respects  in  which  the  Iroquois  showed  a  degree  of  civilization  unusual  to* 

northern  tribes. 
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t.  Why  were  the  colonies  of  (a)  New  Jersey  and  (b)  of  PennsyWanla  little  disturbed 

by  the  depredations  of  the  Indians? 
4.  Arrange  in  the  order  of  time  the  following  operations  of  the  Rerolutlon:  the  battle 

of  Long  Island,  the  battle  of  Princeton*  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the 

British,  the  OTacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British. 

6.  What  change  had  taken  place  in  the  ownership  of  Florida  prerlous  to  Its  aale  by 

Spain  to  the  United  States? 
8.  Explain  the  nature  of  the  relations  with  France  during  the  administration  of  John 
Adams,  1797-180L 

7.  Why  is  Monroe's  administration  called  the  Era  of  Good  Feeling? 

8.  State  the  leading  facts  connected  with  Tyler's  change  of  party  af&liatlon  on  becoming 

president  in  1841. 

9.  Our  exports  of  cotton  for  the  years  1860,  1861,  and  1862  were  respectiyely  valued  at 

$200,000,000,  142,000,000,  and  $4,000,000.    Explain  the  circumstances  of  the  war  whidi 
led  to  this  remarkable  falling  oft  of  the  cotton  traffic. 
10.  Mention  three  islands,  the  annexation  of  which  has  been  prominently  considered 
by  the  United  States. 

ALGEBRA 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1 
L  How  long  will  it  take  to  do  a  piece  of  work  if  —  of  it  can  be  done  in  one  day?    Cb) 

a 

X  is  how  many  times  y?  (c)  From  two  places  m  miles  apart  two  men  approach 
each  other,  one  going  x  miles  an  hour  and  the  other  y  miles  an  hour.  How  long 
before  they  will  meet? 

2.  Simplify  a*  +  b*    (  d  —  c)  — |  2air  —  d  +  6»  —  (y»  +  ox)  [ 

8.  Ftod  the  prime  factors  of  (a)  ««  —  c  —  «;  (b)  05*  +  ««  +  aj  -H  1 ;  (o)  12a«5>c  —  108frS«. 

a  — 2 

4.  Change  the  mixed  expression  2a  —  1 to  Araetional  form. 

a  +  8 
x«  — 16y«  2y 

6.  Multiply by . 

xy  —  iy^         X  -\-  iy 

6.  Write  the  flrdt,  second  and  last  terms  of  the  expansion  of  (a  —  6)  50  aod  tell  the  number  oi 

terms. 

Ix        z 
I  —  +  -  =  8. 
7. 


j3         4 

'  a;  — z=— 3. 


Solve  by  substitution  for  the  values  of  %  and  c. 

x        5       26 

8.  —  +  —  =  — . 

5       «        5      Solvefor  the  values  of  a;. 

9.  A  farmer  bought  100  acres  of  land,  part  at  $37  an  acre,  and  part  at  $46  an  acre, 

paying  for  the  whole  $4,220.     How  much  land  was  there  in  each  part?     (Give 
algebraic  statement  and  solution.) 

10.  (a)a:^-ir-^=f     (b)  2 y^.Jg  _  y^gg -,  |    (o)      v'fx  \/r=f 

BOOKKBEPINQ 

1.  (a)  Give   the   meaning   of   each   of   the   following   conventions   and   abbreviations: 

(J.  O.  D.;  40  off;  per;  f.  o.  b.:  L.  P.      (b)  Rule  forms  of  cash  book,  day  book,  and 

ledger  (one  page  each). 

Memoranda.—  Austin  &  Blake  of  Granville,  N.  Y.,  on  January  8,  1896,  have  on  hand 

cash  $723.18  and  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  inventoried  at  $6,878.46.    They  transact 

business  as  follows:  January  3.  Sold  R.  K.  Wheeler,  on  account,  1  set  of  harness  at 

$25.  2  pairs  of  horse  blankets  at  $2.25  each,  2  robes  at  $7.50  each,  and  1  range  at  $88; 

received  cash  for  petty  sales  $36.35;  bought  of  Leach  A  Son,  on  account,  48  barrels  of 

flour  at  $3.65  a  barrel,  and  2  tons  of  feed  at  $22.26  a  ton.    January  4.  Sold  F.  V.  Minor, 
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tor  cash,  1  parlor  itove  at  $82,  1  set  of  dishea,  160  pieces,  for  |29.75,  and  two  lamps  at 
$1.76  each;  sold  J.  B.  Thomas,  on  account,  200  pounds  of  sugar  at  6H  cents  a  pound,  50 
pounds  of  ham  at  13  cents  a  pound,  6  gallons  of  oil  at  13  cents  a  gallon,  S  pounds  of 
cofTee  at  38  cents  a  pound,  and  H  dozen  lamp  chimneys  at  80  cents  a  dosen;  recelTed 
cash  for  petty  sales  |41.42.  January  10.  Sold  R.  K.  Wheeler,  1  banquet  lamp  at  16.25, 
6  yards  of  oilcloth  at  66  cents  a  yard,  1  carpet  sweeper  at  $1.75,  and  one  com  sheller  at 
19.26,  receiving  in  part  payment  60  bushels  of  potatx)es  at  16  cents  a  bushel;  paid  for 
rent  of  store,  1  month,  $46,  and  for  clerk's  salary  |10;  received  cash  for  petty  sales 
122.19.  January  12.  Bought  of  James  Kerns,  for  cash,  6  dozen  brooms  at  |2.40  per  dozen; 
gave  Leach  ft  Son  check  for  |100  on  the  Granville  National  Bank,  to  apply  on  account. 
January  21.  Settled  with  R.  K.  Wheeler  in  full,  receiving  in  payment  |65  in  cash  and 
his  note  at  interest  for  60  days,  payable  at  the  Granville  National  Bank,  for  the 
balance;  received  cash  for  petty  sales,  $39.16. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

Using  forms  already  ruled  and  the  usual  abbreviations  and  conventions,  enter  in 
the  day  book  and  cash  book  of  A^lstin  ft  Blake. 

2.  The  transactions  of  January  3d. 

3.  The  transactions  of  January  4th. 

4.  The  transactions  of  January  10th. 

5.  The  transactions  of  January  12th. 

6.  The  transactions  of  January  2l8t. 

7.  Post  the  day  book  entries. 

8.  Make  receipted  bill  of  goods  sold  F.  V.  Minor,  transaction  of  January  4th. 

9.  (a)  Write  check  mentioned  in  transaction  of  January  12th.    (b)  Write  note  men- 

tioned in  transaction  of  January  21st 
10.  Estimating  the  inventoried  value  of  merchandise  on  hand  January  Slst  at  $7,060.17, 
make  statement  showing  resources,  liabilities,  present  worth  and  net  gain  of  the 
business  on  that  date. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  paper,  properly 
numbered  from  one  to  fifty  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that 
words  should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  sre  used. 

Each  of  the  following  words  has  two  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  conquerable  30.  belief 

2.  quieUy  21.  dancing 

3.  heroes  22.  larynx 

4.  crystallize  23.  celery 

6.  chimneys  24.  rejoicing 

6.  comedy  26.  incessantly 

7.  subsidize  26.  compact 

8.  receptacle  27.  peaceable 

9.  drastic  28.  laudable 

10.  Tosemite  »•  edible 

11.  maxims  30.  infidel 

12.  fallacy  31.  docile 

13.  Rensselaer  32.  fossil 

14.  precocious  38.  frantic 
16.  panacea  34.  assistant 

16.  neuralgia  86.  diplomacy 

17.  Michael  36.  sarsaparlUa 

18.  cemetery  37.  relieve 

19.  condemn  tt*  concurred 
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Z».  realize  46.  wheresoever 

40.  arrival  46.  preclaely 

41.  mineralogy  47.  partially 

42.  analysis  48.  incense 
48.  Uciturn  49.  euphony 
44.  officious  60.  etymology 

P.  M. 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

X  What  one  power  is  essential  to  every  government? 

2.  (a)  Do  all  who  pay  taxes  receive  benefit  in  return?    (b)  Give  reason  for  your  answer. 

3.  Judges  are  elected  for  longer  terms  than  executive  officers.    What  reason  is  there  for 

this? 

4.  What  is  the  duty  of  each  house  of  Congress  (a)  as  to  its  rules,  (b)  as  to  its  records,  (c) 

as  to  its  adjournment? 

6.  What  is  done  if  no  candidate  for  the  vice-presidency  receives  a  majority  of  the  elec- 

toral vote? 
^  Describe  two  methods  of  proposing  amendments  to  the  National  Constitution. 

7.  Define  the  following:    (a)  constitution;  (b)  indictment;  (c)  subpoena;  (d)  mortgage. 

8.  What  are  the  three  chief  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States? 

9.  The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York  commences  with  a  declaration  of  the  rights 

of  citizens.    Mention  five  of  these  rights. 
10.  (a)  State  an  objection  to  the  election  of  President  by  popular  vote.    G>)  State  an 
advantage. 

SCHOOL  LAW 

t 
Each  of  the  following  questions  hr^s  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  What  Is  meant  by  a  "District  Quota"  in  the  apportionment  of  school  money? 

(b)  What  is  its  amount? 

2.  What  day  is  fixed  by  law  for  Arbor  Day? 

3.  Upon  what  date  does  the  school  year  end? 

4.  What  is  meant  by  the  legal  term  "qualified  teacher"? 

6.  Who  has  the  sole  power  to  fix  the  amount  to  be  paid  (a)  for  teachers'  wages;  (b)  for  a 
school-house  site? 

6.  Name  the  legal  holidays  in  this  State. 

7.  Name  three  provisions  of  Ihe  "Health  and  Decency  Act" 

8.  State  two  reasons  for  Keeping  a  school  register  accurately. 

9.  State  two  provisions  of  the  compulsory  education  law. 
10.  What  items  should  a  memorandum  of  "Hiring"  contain. 

PHYSICS 
Each  of  tho  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Define:    (a)  inertia;  (b)  indestructibility;  (c)  inflexibility;  (d)  elasticity;  (e)  compres- 

sibility. 

2.  (a)  Define  centrifugal  force.    Give  a  practical  illustration  of  it. 

3.  (a)  Why  does  not  the  leaning  tower  of  Pisa  tumble  over?    (b)  Two  bodies  have  the 

same  height  and  different  areas  of  base.    Why  will  it  be  more  difficult  to  overturn 
the  one  having  the  broader  base? 

4.  Give  an  illustration  of  (a)  the  weight  of  air;  (b)  its  elasticity;  (c)  its  compressibility. 

5.  (a)  Upon  what  does  the  degree  of  power  of  water  when  used  as  a  motor  depend?    (b> 

How  is  the  pressure  of  water  upon  the  side  of  a  tank  full  of  water  computed? 
•«.  Compare  (a)  liquids;  (b)  solids;  (c)  gases,  as  to  their  power  of  conducting  heat 
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"7.  (a)  What  is  the  temperature  of  boiling  water  in  an  open  kettle  at  sea  lerelT    (b)  State 
two  ways  by  wblch  the  temperature  may  be  raised  aboTe  the  boiling  point 

8.  Mention  three  condltione  of  Tibrating  strings  which  affect  the  number  of  yibrations. 

9.  (a)  Why  are  bodies  Tlsible?    (b)  What  is  a  transparent  body?    (c)  What  is  a  translu- 

cent body? 
10.  (a)  What  is  an  electroscope?    (b)  Describe  some  form  of  an  electroscope. 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 

1.  What  facts  or  conditions  should  be  considered  in  assigning  a  spelling  lesson  as  to  (a) 

number  of  words;  (b)  source  of  words;  (c)  kind  of  words. 

2.  How  may  it  be  shown  that  air  from  the  lungs  contains  carbonic  acid? 

8.  In  reading  a  mixed  number  only  one  and  should  be  used.    Show  the  necessity  for 

this  rule. 
4.  Outline  a  language  lesson  in  which  the  observation  of  the  child  is  tested  and  cul- 

tiyated. 
6.  In  what  three  school  studies  may  current  topics  be  taught  with  especial  profit? 

6.  Give  a  method  of  teaching  the  plane  of  the  earth's  orbit. 

7.  Illustrate  the  teaching  of  the  number  4  by  the  Grube  method. 

8.  State  two  objects  of  teaching  phonics. 

9.  Name  five  elements  of  governing  power  in  a  teacher. 

10.  Suggest  a  method  for  teaching  the  apparent  convergence  in  perspective  of  parallel 
receding  lines. 

Saturday,  November  16,  1895— Second  and  Third  Ghrades 

Special  Examination  at  GloTersvllle 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 

1.  Reduce  (a)  4  2-3  yd.  to  the  fraction  of  a  rod;  (b)  8-16  bbl.  to  integers  of  lower  denom- 
inations; (c)  3-8  per  cent,  to  a  decimal;  (d)  6-6  and  14-24  to  their  least  common 
denominator. 

2   24 +  3X6—  (42  +  23) -f  13  —  8  =  f 

8.  Required  the  sum  of  4  6-8  A.,  66  1-3  rd.,  and  6  ft  2  in. 

4.  Resolve  (a)  604  into  its  prime  factors;  (b)  7,736  into  two  composite  factors. 

6.  The  hypotenuse  of  a  right-angi  mI  triangle  is  486  feet,  and  its  base  is  483  feet    Find 

the  perpendicular. 
€.  It  is  desired  to  carpet  a  room  19  ft.  6  in.  by  18  ft.  with  Brussels  carpet  (8-4  of  yard 
wide).    Find  (a)  how  many  breadths  of  the  carpet  will  be  required,  and  (b)  the  cost 
at  186  per  yard. 

7.  Find  the  exact  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  $217.86,  from  September  11,  1896, 

to  November  23,  1896. 

8.  The  proceeds  of  a  four-months  note  made  and  discounted  at  an  Albany,  N.  Y.,  bank, 

November  9,  1896,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  were  $226.40.    Required  the  face  of  the 
note. 

9.  Find  the  loss  on  40  shares  of  Western  Unioii  Telegraph  stock  purchased  at  98  1-8  and 

sold  at  91 1-4. 

10.  Raise  7-11  to  the  fourth  power. 

GEOGRAPHY 

1.  If  the  axis  of  the  earth  were  inclined  26  degrees,  (a)  how  wide  would  be  the  Torrid 

Zone?    (b)  how  far  from  the  north  pole  would  be  the  Arctic  Circle? 

2.  Why  does  the  average  annual   temperatures  gradually  fall,   proceeding  from   the 

tropics  toward  the  poles? 
8.  What  causes  the  dense  fogs  off  the  coast  of  Newfoundland? 
4.  Why  are  there  few  large  rivers  between  the  Rocky  and  Sierra  Nevada  mountains? 
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6.  Mention  the  largest  of  the  West  India  Islandi  that  belong  to  (a)  Spain;  (b)  England; 
(c)  mention  the  largect  city  of  the  West  Indies. 

6.  In  what  country  and  on  what  water  is  each  of  the  following  cities:    (a)  Olaagow,  (b) 

Hamburg,  (c)  Calcutta,  (d)  Montreal,  (e)  Buenos  Ayrest 

7.  Mention  and  giye  some  characteristics  of  the  largest  lake  of  (a)  the  United  States 

west  of  the  Bocky  mountains;  (b)  of  Switzerland  among  the  Alps;  (c)  of  BoliTia 
among  the  Andes. 

8.  Mention  the  largest  riyer  of  (a)  the  United  States  that  flows  into  the  Paciflc,  (b)  of 

Africa  that  flows  into  the  Atlantic,  (c)  of  Europe  that  flows  into  the  Black  Sea. 

9.  OiTe  two  of  the  principal  exports  of  (a)  France,  (b)  Japan. 

10.  Mention  tho  largest  city  of  New  York  in  (a)  Kings  county,  (b)  Monroe  oounty,  (^ 
Broome  county,  (d)  Brie  county,  (e)  Oneida  county. 

P.  M. 

ORAMMAB 

1  The  strong  will  and  untiring  actlTity  which  result  from  abundant  animal 

2  vigor,  go  far  to  compensate  eyen  for  great  defects  of  education;  and  when 

Z  joined  with  that  quite  adequate  education  which  may  be  obtained  without 

4  sacriflcing  health,   they  ensure  an   easy  Tictory   over  competitors  enfeebled 

6  by  excessive  study. 

HERBBBT  8PBNCEB. 

The  flrst  eight  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

Notes.— L  A  combination  of  subject  and  predicate  is  called  a  clause.  Clauses  are  prin- 
cipal or  subordinate. 

2.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subject  clauses;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective 
clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

Z,  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodifled  subject  and  unmodifled  predicate. 

4.  A  preposition  with  its  object  is  called  a  phrase. 

6.  In  naming  a  phrase,  give  only  the  preposition  and  its  unmodifled  object. 

6.  A  modifler  may  be  a  word,  phrase  or  clause.  In  giving  modiflers,  if  words,  name 
the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In  like  manner  state  the  character  of  modify- 
ing phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  adverbial,  etc. 

7.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifler  of  that  verb. 

8.  Only  eight  parts  of  speech  are  recognized— the  articles  the  and  a  forming  a  sub- 
division of  adjectives,  and  participles  being  one  of  the  forms  of  verbs. 

9.  Infinitives  are  classed  as  modes  of  the  verb. 

10.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  title  agree- 
ment with  its  antecedent. 

U.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  of  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it 
12.  Treat  verbs  as  divided  into  two  classes  only,  vis.,  transitive  and  intransitive;  a 
transitive  verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  passive  voice. 

18.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify  according  to  notes  1  and  2  the  following  clauses:    (a)  Will  and  activity  go. 

(lines  1  and  2);  (b)  which  result  (line  1);  (c)  (they  are)  Joined  (line  8);  (d)  which 
may  be  obtained  (line  3);  (e)  they  ensure  (line  4). 

2.  Classify  as  adjective  or  adverbial  the  following  phrases:  (a)  from  vigor  (lines  1  and 

2);  (b)  for  defects  (line  2);  (c)  of  education  (line  2);  (d)  with  education  (line  8): 

(e)  without  sacrificing  (lines  3  and  4). 
8.  Classify  as  parts  of  speech:  (a)  far  (line  2);  (b)  even  (line  2);  (c)  quite  (line  8);  (d)  easy 

(line  4);  (e)  over  (line  4). 
4.  Select  (a)  an  infinitive;  (b)  a  perfect  participle  not  used  as  a  part  of  a  oompoond 

tense. 
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S.  OiTe  the  lynUx  of:  (a)  acUyity  (line  1);  (b)  sacriflclng  (line  4);  (e)  health  (line  4). 
t,  Parse  which  (line  1). 

7.  Glye  the  Yoice  and  the  mode  of  each  of  the  fono>wlng  yerba:  (a)  (are)  Joined  (line  S); 

(b)  may  be  obtained  (line  8);  (c)  ensure  (line  4). 

8.  (a)  Name  the  parts  of  speech  which  may  be  used  to  connect  clauses,    (b)    Select  an 

example  of  each. 

9.  Decline  a  personal  pronoun  (a)  of  the  first  person;  (b)  of  third  person,  masculine; 

(c)  of  the  third  person,  feminine. 

10.  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  clause  used  (a)  as  subject;  (b)  as  attribute  (predicate 
noun). 

Thursday,  Augiurt  8,  1895 — Second  and  Third  Qrades 

A.  M. 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  State  two  adyantages  of  a  republican  form  of  goyemment  oyer  that  of  a  monarchy. 

2.  What  is  the  connecting  bond  or  unit  between  (a)  the  yillage  and  county  goYemments; 

(b)  the  town  and  State  goyemmentsT 

5.  (a)  What  is  meant  by  a  blanket  ballot?    (b)  What  is  a  paster  ballot? 

4.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  an  army.    Why  was  this  power  made 

# 

a  part  of  the  Constitution? 

6.  (a)  Define  taxes,    (b)  State  two  objects  for  which  taxes  are  rightfully  imposed  upon 

a  community. 
C  Name  one  duty  of  a  surrogate. 

7.  Deeds  of  real  estate  and  mortgages  on  the  same  should  be  recorded,     (a)  Why? 

(b)  Where? 

8.  Under  the  supenrlsion  of  which  of  the  cabinet  officers  does  the  management  of  each 

of  the  following  come:  (a)  foreign  affairs;  (b)  Indian  aJtairs? 

9.  Rules  of  naturalization  are  uniform  throughout  the  United  States.    How  is  this 

uniformity  secured? 
10.  Name  two  town  officers  and  state  one  duty  of  each. 

DRAWING 

Note.— Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it.    Use  compasses 
for  drawing  circles.    Take  measurements  from  ruler. 

The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  one  inch. 
L  (a)  What  is  a  broken  color?    (b)  Blending  one  part  green  and  four  parts  yellow, 

will  produce  what  hue? 
2.  Ck)py  outline  and  add  all  necessary  lines  to  represent  a  common  step-ladder,  left  side 

having  six  steps,  and  a  platform  at  the  top. 
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t,  Copr  akatcb  uid  xaaiUj  to  repnMnt  tn  nnaorand  box. 


1.  WbU  Tula  ■oremi  tba  npreaeDtatloa  of  all  line*  wblob  an  parallal  vttti  tha  lUi«  oC 

til*  harlioa! 
I.  Uaka  a  worklni  drawlDt  (tbree  viewi,  plain,  front  and  aid*  alavatlana)  o€  an  ordlnarr 
d  Id  iketcb.    (Omtt  dl 


*==='-S. 


t.  Draw  a  pattern  ol  Ibt  object  llluatraled  lu  queedou  No.  H. 
7.  (a)  Copy  ikelch. 

Cb)  CoDventlonallH  bloasom. 
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8.  Tbe  deatgn  hera  repreiented  IndlOitei  what  aTrengemaDt  Id  lle»lsiit 


^Cg 


f.  (a)  Draw  to  rgpreient  ft  cquare  !  lacbea  on  adse'     W)  Re 

dub  Hue*,    (c)  Represant  tbe  dlagoaala  bj  dottsd  linst. 
ID.  Ctqij  ikcteb. 


P.  U. 

AKBRICAN  HISTORY 
Eacb  oC  the  lollowlpg  quciUoni  tiu  10  crsdlti  aulaned  ti 
L  U)  What  iDTeatlDB,  ahortlT  preceding  the  Torigea  at  Colutubut.  i 
of  [he  Dpea  lea,  mo 
bli  Brat  ToyageT    < 
itcunerT 
1.  From  whet  otber  colon]'  did  the  flnt  EDglleb  leltlara  (e)  ol  Rhode  lilaod  come; 

(b)  of  Connecticut;  (c)  ol  North  CuollnaT 

1.  (a)  By  what  nation  wai  the  Champlala  vatlay  flnt  occupledT    (b)  Iiocata  one  ol  the 
lorU  built  to  defend  Uat  raller. 

4.  <a)  Wbat  was  WaiblQBtan'a  flnt  succeistul  operaUou  agalnat  the  Britiih  atler  bt* 

appoiatmaDt  u  conunander  of  the  American  armyT    (bl  Uentjon  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal battlea  In  which  his  BrmT  Buffered  defeaL 

5.  For  what  particular  e»Bnl  or  clrcumatancB  during  the  reTolutloo  waa  each  of  the 

following  placea  on  tbe  Hudaon   notable:     (a)    Stony  Paint;    lb)   Bamla  Helshti; 

(c)  NawburgbT    Select  for  aaiwer  any  two  or  the  Uirea  mentioned  plaeei. 

I.  The  American  soags  (a)  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  by  Francla  B.  Key,  and  (b)  the 

Battle  Hymn  o(  the  Republic,  hy  Julia  Ward  Howe,  a 

ona  d(  our  wars.    Mention  the  war  In  each  case. 
7.  (a)  Iiocate  the  Oadaden  Purohaie,  and  (b>  acoouDt  tor  the  name  glyen  ti 
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8.  What  was  John  Brown's  object  In  seixinc  Harper's  Ferry?    (b)  What  clrcmnstsnee 

made  that  place  favorable  to  his  purpose? 

9.  Locate  (a)  Petersburg,  and  (b)  Island  No.  10;  and  (c)  state  in  the  case  of  either  one 

of  these  places  why  it  was  a  strategic  point  in  the  eiyil  war. 
10.  Arrange  in  the  order  of  time  the  first  practical  use  of  telephones,  railroads,  steam- 
boats and  the  telegraph. 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  What  is  the  first  step  in  the  cultivation  of  color  sense? 

2.  What  is  the  object  of  the  study  of  grammar? 
8.  Give  a  plan  of  teaching  the  noun. 

4.  In  a  lesson  on  the  comparison  of  objects  what  is  incidentally  to  be  accompUahed? 
6.  Should  grammar  at  first  be  taught  orally  or  from  a  text-book?   Oive  reason  for  your 
answer. 

6.  What  should  be  the  primary  object  of  teaching  arithmetic? 

7.  Multiplying  the  denominator  or  diyidlng  the  numerator  decreases  the  Talne  of  the 

fraction.    How  may  this  be  illustrated? 

8.  Name  serious  objections  to  requiring  pupils  to  write  many  words  or  sentences  as 

a  penalty  of  violating  some  rule  of  conduct. 

9.  Children  should  have  instruction   in  what  general  relations  preparatory   to  their 

study  of  geography? 

10.  State  the  underlying  principles  that  should  govern  the  administering  of  punishment. 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  only  eight,  to  eaxsh  of  which  twelve 
and  one-half  credits  will  be  given. 

1.  What  changes  were  made  in  President  Cleveland's  cabinet  in  June? 

2.  What  industrial  exposition  is  to  be  held  in  this  country  next  tall  and  winter? 

3.  Name  an  Important  educational  law  which  was  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature. 

4.  What  great  scientist  recently  died? 

5.  The  English  Parliament  was  recently  dissolved.     At  the  time  of  such  dissolutlOB 

what  party  was  in  power? 

6.  In  the  recent  English  elections  what  party  was  successful? 

7.  What  island  on  the  American  continent  is  in  a  state  of  insurrection? 

8.  What  object  is  sought  by  the  insurgents? 

9.  State  briefly  the  facts  of  the  sinking  of  the  Italian  steamship  "  Maria  P." 
10.  What  great  commercial  canal  was  opened  in  Europe  in  June? 

Friday,  August  9,  1895— Second  and  Third  Grades 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It. 

1.  Find  the  cost  of  a  stair  carpet  for  a  flight  of  18  steps,  7 1-3  Inches  rise  and  10  Inehsi 

deep,  at  68  cents  a  yard,  the  18  steps  to  include  10  inches  floor  space  at  the  top  of 
the  stairs. 

2.  Reduce  .0018  3-4  (a)  to  the  form  of  per  cent.;  (b)  to  a  common  fraction  in  Its  lowtst 

terms;  (c)  to  a  fraction  whose  denominator  is  8000. 

3.  Multiply  5  rd.  4  yd.  2  ft.  4  in.  by  9. 

4.  9  h.  6  mln.  8  sec.  is  wnat  part  of  13  h.  39  min.  12  sec.? 

5.  A  merchant  sold  a  quantity  of  goods  for  $93.15,  and  thereby  lost  2-7  of  what  the  goods 

cost  him.     Find  their  cost. 

6.  If  in  building  a  railroad,  rails  weighing  80  pounds  to  the  yard  are  used,  how  nuuu 

tons  of  rails  will  be  required  to  build  a  mile  of  single-track  road? 


Uniform  Examinations  C45 

7.  The  perimeter  (the  sum  of  the  sldei)  of  a  triangle  is  220  yards,  and  the  sides  are 

in  the  ratio  of  4,  7  and  9.    Required  the  length  of  the  longest  side. 

8.  Find  the  proceeds  of  a  3-months'  note  for  |225  made  and  discounted  to-day,  at  a 

Rochester,  N.  T.,  bank,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

9.  Find  the  exact  interest  on  18,660  from  May  8,  1896,  to  June  6,  1896,  at  6  per  cent. 

per  annum. 
10.  Required  the  cost  to  the  purchaser  of  an  article  listed  at  |64,  but  sold  subject  to 
trade  discounts  of  26  per  cent,  16  2-8  per  cent,  and  6  per  cent 

OE>0ORAPHY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

L  What  is  the  latitude  of  (a)  the  Arctic  Circle;  (b)  the  Tropic  of  Capricorn t 

2.  If  a  man  trayel  westward  across  the  continent,  how  will  the  time  indicated  by  his 

watch  compare  wiOi  local  time  whereyer  he  may  bet    What  does  this  difference 

prove  with  reference  to  the  movement  of  the  earth? 
8.  The  Amason  is  a  great  navigable  river.    Why  have  no  large  cities  been  built  along 

its  banks? 
4.  What  disastrous  effects  often  attend  the  complete  removal  of  forests  from  large  areas? 
6.  Mention  two  natural  causes  that  have  contributed  to  the  growth  of  (a)  Rochester; 

(b)  San  Francisco. 

6.  What  large  river  flows  across  (a)  Austria;  (b)  Alaska;  (c)  Massachusetts? 

7.  In  what  country  and  on  what  water  is  each  of  the  following  cities:    (a)  Montreal; 

(b)  Buenos  Ayres;  (c)  Sidney;  (d)  Calcutta;  (e)  Honolulu? 

8.  Mention  two  of  the  most  valuable  mineral  products  of  (a)  the  Appalachian  mountain 

region;  (b)  the  Rocky  mountain  region. 

9.  Arrange  the  following  cities  of  New  York  in  the  order  of  their  elevation,  beginning 

with  the  highest:    Kingston,  Utica,  Albany,  Cohoes,  Schenectady. 
10.  (a)  Locate  the  Bermuda  Islands;  (b)  state  to  what  country  they  belong;  (c)  mention 
one  of  their  principal  exports. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

1.  grieves.  26.  cornice. 

2.  parading.  27.  accompanied. 
8.  pilgrimage.  2S.  vigorous. 

4.  edifice.  29.  pervade. 

6.  buried.  30.  pewter. 

6.  smiling.  31.  polished. 

7.  ample.  32.  library. 

8.  artificial.  33.  Wednesday. 

9.  homage.  34.  usually. 

10.  exploits.  33.  scenes. 

11.  shrine.  86.  handfuL 

12.  tomb.  87.  sexton. 
18.  enough.  38.  bustling. 

14.  anxious.  39.  mulberry. 

15.  fiaxen.  40.  infancy. 

16.  peculiarly.  41.  interval. 

17.  extraordinary.  42.  sovereign. 

18.  relics.  43.  chronicler. 

19.  legendary.  44.  sacrifice. 

20.  volatile.  45.  disguise. 

21.  separate.  46.  pious. 

22.  hostess.  47.  pallet. 
28.  persuade.  48.  Deity. 

24.  lineal.  49.  despondent 

26.  tombstones.  50.  attendant 
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p.  M. 
GRAMMAR 

1  The  reading  clau  now  seated  on  the  form  In  front  of  the  ichoolmaster*! 

2  desk,   consisted  of  the  three  most  backward  pupils.    Adam  woald  have 
Z  known  it,  only  by  seeing  Bartle  Massey's  face  as  he  looked  over  hhi  spec- 

4  tacles  which  he  had  shifted  to  the  bridge  of  his  nose,  not  requiring  them  for 

5  present  purposes.    The  face  wore  the  mildest  expression;  the  grissled/ bushy ' 

6  eyebrows  had  taken  their  more  acute  angle  of  compassionate  kindness,  iiid 

7  the  mouth,  habitually  compressed  with  a  pout  of  the  lower  Up,  was  relaxed 

8  so  as  to  be  able  to  speak  a  hopeful  word  or  syllable  in  a  moment. 

GBOROB    BLIOT. 
The  first  seven  questions  refer  to  the  aboye  selection. 

Notes.— 1.  A  combination  of  subject  and  predicate  is  called  a  clause.  Clauses  are 
principal  or  subordinate. 

2.  Subordinate  clauses  Include  (a)  subject  clauses;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective 
clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

5.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 
4.  A  preposition  with  its  object  is  called  a  phrase. 

6.  In  naming  a  phrase,  give  only  the  preposition  and  its  unmodified  object. 

6.  A  modifier  may  be  a  word,  phrase,  or  clause.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name 
the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In  like  manner  state  the  eharaoter  of  modify- 
ing phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  adverbial,  etc. 

7.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

8.  Only  eight  parts  of  speech  are  recognised  —  the  articles  the  and-  a  forming  a  sub- 
division of  adjectives,  and  participles  being  one  of  the  forms  of  verbs. 

9.  Infinitives  are  classed  as  modes  of  the  verb. 

10.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person.  Bomber, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the 
agreement  with  its  antecedent. 

U.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason 
for  it 

12.  Treat  verbs  as  divided  into  two  classes  only,  viz.,  transitive  and  intransitive;  a 
transitive  verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  passive  voice. 

13.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  nu>de,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle,  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  bas  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify  the  following  clauses  according  to  notes  1  and  2:  (a)  class  consisted  Ginss 

1  and  2);  (b)  Adam  would  have  known  (lines  2  and  3);  (c)  as  he  looked  (line  8);  (d) 
he  had  shifted  (line  4);  (e)  mouth  was  relaxed  (line  7). 

2.  Give  (a)  three  modifiers  of  seated  (line  1) ;  (b)  two  modifiers  of  compressed  (line  7). 
8.  Classify  as  parts  of  speech:  (a)  consisted  Olne  2);  (b)  most  (line  2);  (c)  over  (line  8); 

(d)  their  (line  6);  (e)  so  (line  8). 

4.  (a)   Select  two  adjectives  in  the  comparative  degree;   (b)   two  in  the  superlativs 

degree;  (c)  a  numeral  adjective. 
6.  (a)  Select  a  participle  modifying  a  noun,    (b)  Select  a  participle  used  as  the  object 

of  a  preposition. 

6.  Give  the  mode  and  tense  of  each  of  the  following  verbs:  (a)  consisted  (line  2);  (b) 

would  have  known  (lines  2  and  3);  (c)  had  shifted  Qine  4);  (d)  was  relaxed  (line  7); 

(e)  to  be  (line  8). 

7.  Give  the  syntax  of  (a)  face  (line  3) ;  (b)  his  (line  4) ;  (c)  mouth  (line  7). 

8.  Define  (a)  relative  pronoun;  (b)  regular  verb. 

9.  Decline  (a)  I;  (b)  lady. 
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10.  The  object  of  a  transltlTe  yerb  may  be  (a)  a  noun;  (b)  a  pronoun;  (c)  a  clause.    Giye 
an  example  of  eaeb. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  oompoeition  on  one  of  the  following  subject! : 

1.  A  Country  Road. 

2.  A  Surprise  Party. 

8.  The  Force  of  Habit 

i.  Benefits  Derived  from  Reading  Good  Books. 

Credita  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points. 

1.  The  matter,  i.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed.  (25) 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used.  (25) 

5.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 

appearance.  (26) 

(For  remaining  25  credits  see  Regulations.) 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Why  has  the  shoulder  joint  greater  freedom  of  movement  than  the  hip  joint? 

2.  (a)  Name  the  muscle  used  chiefly  in  bending  the  arm.  (b)  What  bones  of  the  arms 

are  moved  by  this  muscle  t 
8.  What  are  (a)  the  bronchial  tubes;  (b)  the  villi t 

4.  What  is  the  drum  of  the  ear? 

6.  Why  do  persons  exercising  much  usually  require  more  food  than  those  exercising 

little? 

6.  Upon  bread,  insalivation  produces  a  mechanical  and  a  chemical  effect;  upon  meat 

It  produces  only  a  chemical  effect.    Explain. 

7.  Where  is  (a)  the  chyme  formed;  (b)  the  chyle? 

8.  What  is  the  function  of  (a)  the  pulmonary  artery;  (b)  the  portal  vein? 

9.  Why  should  a  person  abstain  from  Qie  free  use  of  ice  water  at  meals?  * 

10.  Why  is  the  smoking  of  cigarettes  more  injurious  than  the  use  of  tobacco  in  other 
forms? 

Friday,  September  6,  1896 — Second  and  Third  Orades 

A.  M. 

CIVIL    GK)VERNMENT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It. 

1.  Why  is  a  representative  form  of  government  necessary  in  a  city  and  not  in  a 

town? 

2.  Why  is  the  United  States  sometimes  called  a  representative  democracy? 

5.  Under  the  revised   State  Constitution   (a)  how  many  members  of  Assembly  will 

there  be;  (b)  for  how  long  a  term  is  the  Governor  elected? 
4.  (a)  Who,  in  case  of  necessity,  orders  out  the  State  National  Guard?    (b)  Why? 

6.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  can  vote  when  presiding  in  the  Senate,  only  in  case  of 

tie.    The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  when  presiding  can  vote  upon  all  questions. 
Explain  why  there  is  such  discrimination. 

6.  Whence  did  the  United  States  government  originally  derive  its  authority? 

7.  Name  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  the  county  clerk. 

8.  (a)  How  many  representatives  in  Congress  has  each  Territory;  (b)  What  privilege 

is  accorded  Territorial  delegates;  (c)  What  privilege  is  denied  them? 

9.  Name  two  objects  to  be  attained  in  teaching  Civil  Ctovemment. 

10.  If  citizens  of  different  States  have  cause  for  litigation,  in  what  court  will  the  dispute 
be  setUed? 
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DRAWING 
MoM.—  Bkcb  of  tbe  foIlovlDK  qUMtlona  hu  10  credlta  ualciwd  to  It.    Um  eompanw 
tor  dnwlDS  elrolu.    Take  m*uuramanti  trom  mler. 
The  meunr*  of  all  work  aball  tM  at  leaat  one  Inch. 
L  (a)  Name  tbe  color  eomplemeaCarjr  to  oranse:    (b)  Blendlns  one  part  violet  and  two 

part*  red.  will  produce  what  bueT 
1.  Tbe  iketcb  repraaenti  the  plan  or  (top  Tlew)  ol  a  cbeoae,  Uie  tblckueaa  oE  whlek 
U  ODa-ball  Ita  diameter.    Draw  to  repreaant  tbe  cbaeae  In  mek  a  poaltlon  that  tka 
obnrver  may  lee  tbe  top,  aide,  and 


1.  (a)  Defloe  or  llluatrate  the  radlui  ot  a  olrole.  0>)  Draw  a  hexacon  within  a  circle. 

Diameter  IH  iDCbea.    Compaaau  to  be  uied  la  drawing  ctrcumlereDce  and   In 

locaUns  polnti. 
4.  Hake  a  working  drawing,  two  viewa,  and  ereai  aeotlon  at  roae  ]ar  (Me  iketcb). 

Draw  plan,  front  glevatlou,  and  Tertlcle  croai  aeetlon. 
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I.  Oofj  ikaWb  uid  iMmTinlloiullM  bloaam.  bmUdk  a  btlMwkl  tult  Ot  dulcn. 


7.  Copt  (Iwtob  Mid  dnw  to  nprewnt 


Bllsd  with  appl««. 


t.  Tbla  dMlKD  Ulutr&Us  wbatT 


l-U.  (*)  Draw  a  ractaDsnlar  Cram«,  helsbt  I  Inebu,  wUtb  1  1-4  InchM.  OpeslDK  lo 
plctnra  to  b«  an  alllpM  mowuring  1  lacbu  by  1  1-1  InetiM.  (b)  Plao*  eopr  a 
■ketch  KlTCn  irltblD  tUi  Inme. 
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p.  M. 

AMERICAN  HISTORY 
Badi  of  the  following  quesUoni  luui  10  eredlU  anisned  to  it 

1.  (a)  Arrange  in  the  order  of  time  the  first  exploratloni  of  the  valley  of  the  Hudaon, 

of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  of  the  upper  MliilielppL    (b)  Who  flrat  explored  the  knrer 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  t , 

2.  James  Otis,  Alexander  Hamilton  and  Patrick  Henry  were  among  the  orators  who 

Incited  the  colonists  to  rebellion;  of  what  colony  was  each  a  dtiseint 
I.  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Charleston  were  captured  by  the  BngUdi  In  tiie  Bero- 

lution.    State  which  was  captured  (a)  first;  (b)  last 
i.  Mention  a  county  of  this  State,  the  name  of  which  Indicates  that  It  was  formed 

(a)  during  English  rule;  (b)  since  Independence  was  established. 
S.  Of  what  political  party  was  each  of  the  following:    Jackson,  Van  Buren,  Wllllaa 

Henry  Harrison,  Polkt    Select  for  answer  any  two  of  the  four  mentioned  names. 
t,  In  the  following  States  there  was  a  contest  over  the  admission  of  the  State  with  or 

without  slayery:  Kansas,  Missouri,   Calif oi^iia.     In  each  ease  tell  whether  the 

State  was  admitted  with  or  without  slavery. 

7.  Mention  two  provisions  of  the  compromise  of  1860— the  Omnibus  bill. 

8.  (a)  In  what  war  was  the  city  of  Washington  captured  t   (b)  In  what  o(9ier  war  was  the 

city  several  times  in  danger  of  capture? 

9.  Arrange  the  following  States  in  t3ie  order  of  their  admission  to  the  Union:   Colorado^ 

Montana,  Texas. 
10.  Designate  each  of  the  following  as  Inventor,  statesman,  historian,  or  poet:   Wllllaa 
H.  Prescott,  Ellas  Howe,  Charles  Sumner,  William  Cullen  Bryant  Eli  Whitney. 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONtMiY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  In  drawing,  through  what  means  are  the  leading  principles  of  construction  developedt 
1.  (a)  To  what  part  of  language  study  should  children  give  special  attentiont    (b)  To 

what  part  should  advanced  pupils  give  attention? 
S.  Give  a  plan  for  teaching  tiie  possessive  form  of  nouns. 

4.  When  ahould  pupils  be  required  to  commit  rules  to  memory? 

5.  Show  two  methods  of  teaching  the  division  of  one  fraction  by  another,  for  example^ 

6.  State  objections  to  compelling  pupils  to  give  Infonnatlon  that  Inculpates  one  another. 

7.  Mention  personal  habits  that  should  characterise  the  teacher. 

8.  State  objections  to  keeping  pupils  after  school  to  make  up  lessons. 

9.  The  inductive  method  of  teaching  geography  begins  with  familiar  known  objects. 

State  advantages. 
10.  Show  how  good  scholarship  of  the  teacher  is  an  element  of  governing  power. 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  only  eight,  to  each  of  which  twelve 
and  one-half  credits  will  be  given. 

1.  Richard  M.  Hunt,  Stefan  M.  Stambuloff  and  Howell  E.  Jackson  have  recently  died. 

Give  the  occupation  or  ofilcial  position  of  two  of  these. 

2.  (a)  How  many  State  Senators  are  to  be  elected  this  fall?    (b)  What  is  the  length  of 

their  term  of  service? 
8.  (a)  How  many  Assemblymen  are  to  be  elected  this  fall?    (b)  What  is  the  length  of 

their  term  of  service? 
4.  (a)  What  official  position  is  held  by  Theodore  Rooeevelt?    (b)  What  effort  of  his  is 

arousing  public  interest? 
6.  What  large  convention  met  in  Boeton. recently? 
6.  With  what  event  are  the  names  "  Defender  "  and  "  Valkyrie  lU  *'  c<mneeted? 
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7.  In  what  nation  (has  Tlolenca  been  employed  againat  foreigner!  recently  t 

8.  What  outragei  have  recently  called  the  attention  of  civilixed  nations  to  the  Turkla 

government? 

9.  What  was  the  subject  of  the  debate  between  Roswell  O.  Horr  and  W.  H.  Harreyt 
10.  (a)  Where  will  the  next  New  York  State  R^ublican  convention  be  held?    (b)  Th 

next  New  York  State  Democratic  convention  t 

Saturday,  September  7,  1895— Second  and  TMrd  Grades 

A.  M. 

ARITHMBTIC 
Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 
L  Write  in  words  (s)  1.246;  (b)  .3053;  (c>  ^^j;  (d)  4  X  71b. 

2.  Multiply  488  by  237,  and  write  in  words  the  number  represented  by  each  of  the  three 

partial  products. 
8.  A,  B  and  C  And  that  they  can  ride  their  bicycles  around  a  race  track  as  follows:    A 

makes  the  circuit  in  2  min.  80  sec.,  B  in  2  min.  40  sec.,  and  C  in  8  min.  12  sec. 

If  they  all  start  together  and  continue  to  ride  at  their  reipectlTe  rates  of  speed 

how  much  time  will  elapse  before  they  are  again  together t 

4.  Simplify  the  complex  frmotion  -^ ^J. 

6.  If  .276  of  a  piece  of  property  be  worth  1624.40,  what  is  IShe  value  Qf  the  entire 
property? 

6.  Reduce  2,286  inches  to  higher  denominations. 

7.  The  ridge  of  a  roof  is  16  ft.  6  in.  above  the  eaves,  and  the  eaves  are  66  ft  apart.    Find 

the  width  of  one  side  of  the  roof.    (Draw  diagram.) 

8.  Find  the  amount  of  $184.10  at  interest  for  7  months  26  days,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

9.  If  I  sell  silk  at  an  advance  of  16  2-8  per  cent,  and  gain  |0.26  per  yard,  what  is  the 

selling  price? 
10.  Required  my  annual  income  from  an  investment  of  84,646.76  in  U.  8.  4's  at  119 1-2, 
brokerage  1-8  per  cent 

GEOGRAPHY 

Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  (a)  What  causes  the  sun  to  appear  to  rise  in  the  east  and  set  in  the  west?     What 

causes  the  sun  In  this  latitude  to  appear  to  sink  low  in  the  south  in  the  winter 

and  mouni  high  toward  the  north  in  the  summer? 
8.  Oats  belong  characteristically  to  the  cold  temperate  zone;  yet  they  are  grown  in 

the  western  part  of  South  America  in  the  Torrid  sone.    Bxplain. 
8.  Mention  and  locate  three  important  cotton  markets  of  the  United  States. 
4.  In  what  mountains  does  (a)  the  Niger  river  rise;  (b)  the  Ganges;  (c)  the  Colorado; 

(d)  the  Amazon? 
6.  (a)  What  two  empires  of  Europe  extend  into  Asia?    (b)  Mention  the  chief  conmiercial 

city  of  each  of  these  empires. 

6.  (a)  Mention  the  countries  of  Africa  that  border  on  the  Mediterranean  sea.    (b)  What 

is  the  climate  of  these  countries? 

7.  Mention  two  natural  causes  that  have  contributed  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Duluth. 

8.  In  what  country  and  on  what  water  is  each  of  the  following  cities:  (a)  Rio  Janeiro; 

(b)  Genoa;  (c)  Vera  Cruz;  (d)  Vienna;  (e)  Montreal? 

9.  What  river  rising  in  Pennsylvania  flows  across  the  State  of  New  York? 
10.  Mention  a  principal  export  of  (a)  Ceylon;  (b)  Java;  (c)  Hawaii. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note. — All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  papers,  properly  num- 
bered from  one  to  fifty  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that  words 
should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  prefer  names  are  used. 
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Bach  of  the  following  quettloni  hM  two  credits  assigned  to  It 

1.  experimenting.  26.  reputation. 

2.  predecessor.  27.  excellence. 
S.  abstinence.  28.  consistent 

4.  eminence.  29.  introduction. 

5.  inciting.  80.  Onondaga. 

6.  individual.  JL  approhaUon. 

7.  pecuniary.  82.  approval. 

8.  appreciate.  83.  magnifying. 

9.  addiUonal.  34.  suspension. 

10.  parUal.  35.  vigilance. 

11.  honorable.  36.  suscepUble. 

12.  righteous.  87.  delusion. 

15.  pernicious.  38.  formerly. 
14.  filial.                                                              39.  repealed. 

16.  grossly.  40.  interfere. 

16.  conscience.  41.  guidance. 

17.  obsolete.  42.  forbidden. 

18.  diligent.  43.  inquiry. 

19.  privilege.  44.  temporary. 

20.  habitual.  45.  Including. 

21.  arUflchd.  46.  consUtute. 

22.  sufilclent  47.  inevitable. 
22.  discipline.  48.  ancestor. 
24.  volunUry.  49.  personally. 
26.  usually.  60.  philosopher. 

P.  M. 

GRAMMAR 

1  Watt  was  one  of  the  most  industrious  of  men;  and  the  story  of  his  life 

2  proves,  what  all  experience  confirms,  that  it  is  not  the  man  of  the  greatest 
8  natural  vigor  and  capacity  who  achieves  the  highest  results,  but  he  who 
4  employs  his  powers  with  the  greatest  industry  and  the  most  carefully  dls- 
6  ciplined  skill  —  the  skill  that  comes  by  labor,  application,  and  experience. 

6  Many  men  in  his  time  knew  far  more  than  Watt,  but  none  labored  so  assidu* 

7  ously  as  he  did  to  turn  all  that  he  did  know  to  useful  practical  purposes. 

SAMUEL  SMILES. 
The  first  eight  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

Notes.—  1.  A  combination  of  subject  and  predicate  is  called  a  clause.  Clauses  are 
principal  and  subordinate. 

2.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subject  clauses;  (b)  oblective  clauses;  (c)  adjective 
clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

3.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 

4.  A  preposition  with  its  object  is  called  a  phrase. 

6.  In  naming  a  phrase,  give  only  the  preposition  and  its  unmodified  object 

6.  A  modifier  may  be  a  word,  phrase,  or  clause.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name 
the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In  like  manner  state  the  character  of  modify- 
ing  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  adverbial,  etc. 

7.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  vwb. 

8.  Only  eight  parts  of  speech  are  recognized  —  the  articles  the  and  a  forming  a  sub- 
division of  adjectives,  and  participles  being  one  of  the  forms  of  verbs. 

9.  Infinitives  are  classed  as  modes  of  the  verb. 

10.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.    Give  the  reason  for  case.    In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the 
ment  with  its  antecedent 
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11.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it. 

12.  Treat  verbs  as  divided  into  two  classes  only,  viz.,  transitive  and  intransitive;  a 
transitive  verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  passive  voice. 

18.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  Irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle,  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

L  Classify  according  to  notes  1  and  2  the  following  clauses:  (a)  story  proves  (lines 
1  and  2);  (b)  it  is  man  (line  2);  who  employs  (lines  2  and  3);  (d)  that  comes  (line 
6);  (e)  he  did  (labor)  (line  7). 

2.  (a)  Give  three  modifiers  of  man  (line  2) ;  (b)  two  modifiers  of  to  turn  (line  7). 

5.  What  word  is  modified  by  each  of  the  following:  (a)  most  (line  4);  (b)  carefully 

(line  4);  (c)  by  experience  (line  6);  (d)  assiduously  (lines  6  and  7);  (e)  that  (line  7). 
4.  Select  (a)  a  noun;  (b)  pronoun;  (c)  adjective;  (d)  verb;  (e)  adverb;  (f)  preposition; 
(g)   conjunction. 

6.  Classify   the  following  verbs  as  transitive   or  intransitive:  (a)   was   (line  1);    (b) 

proves  (line  2) ;  (c)  confirms  (line  2) ;  (d)  employs  (line  4) ;  (e)  comes  (line  6). 

6.  Give  the  syntax  of  (a)  one  (line  1) ;  (b)  skill,  the  first  one  (line  6) ;  (c)  skill,  the  second 

one  (line  5). 

7.  Decline  (a)  it  (line  2) ;  (b)  who  (line  3). 

8.  Parse  that  (line  5). 

9.  Write  a  sentence  or   sentences   illustrating   the   three   degrees   of  comparison,  of 

adjectives.    Mark  the  degree  of  each  adjective. 
10.  Write  a  sentence  whose  subject  and  predicate  have  each  at  least  two  modifiers. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

1.  A  Deserted  House. 

2.  The  Beauties  of  Autumn. 

3.  The  DlflFerent  Modes  of  Traveling. 

4.  Advantages  of  Association. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points: 

1.  The  matter,  1.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed.  (25) 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used.  (26) 

3.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 

appearance.  (25) 

(For  remaining  26  credits  see  Regulations.) 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  If  the  humerus  were  sawed  lengthwise,  thus  dividing  it  into  two  equal  parts,  the 

different  substances  of  which  the  bone  is  composed  would  be  exposed.  Name 
these  substances  in  order,  beginning  at  one  end  of  the  bone  and  proceeding 
towsrd  the  other  end. 

2.  What  cavities  are  separated  by  (a)  the  tympanic  membrane;  (b)  the  diaphragm? 

3.  What  is  the  principal  difference  between  pure  air  and  exhaled  air? 

4.  Mention  three  digestive  Juices  that  are  mingled  with  the  food  after  it  passes  the 

pylorus. 

5.  The  walls  of  the  ventricles  of  the  heart  are  thicker  and  stronger  than  those  of  the 

auricles.    Explain  the  necessity  of  this  provision. 

6.  What  evil  effects  are  liable  to  attend  habitual  sitting  and  standing  in  a  stooping 

posture? 


634  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Public  Instbuotiom 

7.  Mention  two  function!  of  the  muscles  tb&t  form  &  part  of  the  walls  of  the  alimentary 

canal. 

8.  What  would  be  the  efTect  produced  by  the  impairment  or  paralysis  of  (a)  the  optle 

nerve;  (b)  the  auditory  nerve? 

9.  Olve  three  hygienic  cautions  that  should  be  observed  with  reference  to  times  of 

bathing. 
10.  State  why  alcohol  may  be  called  (a)  a  narcotic;  (b)  a  stimulant. 

Friday,  October  4,  1895— Second  and  Third  Grades 

CIVIL    OOVBRNMBNT 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Define  (a)  constitutional  monarchy  and  give  an  example;  (b)  Republic  and  give  an 
example. 

5.  Why  is  a  government  Justified  in  imposing  taxes? 

t.  According  to  the  United  States  Constitution,  who  are  citizens? 
4.  "  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State  "  (U.  S.  Con- 
stitution).   Why  this  provision? 

6.  For  how  long  a  term  is  each  of  the  following  ofllcers  elected:    (a)  Lieutenant-Gov- 

ernor; (b)  supervisor? 
8.  By  what  authority  is  (a)  the  number  of  Senate  and  Assembly  districts  determined 
in  this  State?    (b)  The  number  of  representatives  in  Congress? 

7.  (a)  Name  two  of  the  departments  presided  over  by  members  of  the  President's 

Cabinet,    (b)  State  one  duty  of  each  of  the  respective  departments  named. 

8.  (a)  Under  the  United  States  Constitution,  by  what  body  must  ofllcers  be  impeached? 

(b)  By  what  body  must  such  impeachment  be  tried? 

9.  Name  the  qualifications  for  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  to  (a) 

age;  (b)  citizenship;  (c)  residence. 
10.  What  is  a  census? 

DRAWING 

Note.—  Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it.    Use  compasses 
for  drawing  circles.    Take  measurements  from  ruler. 
The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  one  inch. 

1.  (a)  Name  the  two  hues  which  appear  in  the  spectrum  scale,  between  blue  and  violet. 

(b)  Name  the  positive  colors. 

2.  Modify  the  type  form  in  sketch,  to  represent  a  common  rolling-pin. 


^^■:-  ^r. 


8.  Define  or  illustrate  balanced  curves. 
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4.  Draw  pUn  and  IroDt  alantloD  at  4  quart  cup.    Omit  — """t  dlmMUloni.    Baa 


I.  Draw  a  patt«ni  ot  wall  pockat  Indlcatad  li 
Inehea,  wldUi  I  ladbtu.  Ol  troDl,  Iielgbt,  IM 
llDM  whan  tba  pattam  li  to  ba  (oMad. 


(.  Copjt  and  DonvenUoBallia 


of  tha  flowar  ibown  In  akateb. 
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T.  (a)  What  1>  ■  quadrlaacdonT    (f>)  Indicate  procea.     (c)  lUuMnta  hj  qu 

a  Miuare  os  lU  dUsonalJ. 
1.  Dnw  a  recular  ocUcon  vlthli]  a  drclo.     Dfunater  acraaa  oornara  Itt  ID 

compuM*  and  leava  all  work  apon  ths  papar. 
I.  Dimw  a  picture  Iraina  whish  ihall  ba  a  r«ctan(la.    Tha  outilda  borliODti 

to  ba  t  Inohaa.    Vertical  meainre  1^  luchea.    Openlns  lor  ptctor*  M  li 

Inch. 
1&  Copy  iketcb  and  piai*  «ithln  frama  drawn  In  No.  I. 


P.  If. 

AMERICAN   HISTORT 

BNtcb  ot  tba  followlns  quaatliina  haa  ID  credit!  uilxned  to  It. 

I,  What  parta  ot  the  Ciiltod  Statea  were  explored  by  tha  SpaniardiT 

L  (a)  What  wa>  the  object  ol  the  expedition  Into  Canada  In  the  reroladonT  (b)  Men- 
tion the  principal  operalloa  In  thli  eipadltlan. 

L  Locate  tba  WTamlng  valler.    {b)  For  what  li  It  lamooa  Id  blitoryT 

k  Anawer  an;  three  ol  tbe  totlowlng  queetloni  concaralns  Benjamin  Franklin:  (a)  Ot 
what  State  waa  ha  a  citlien;  (b)  wbaL  waa  hla  trade  or  occupation!  (c)  wbat  apeelal 
dlicover)'  did  be  make  Id  (Clencei  (d)  what  waa  one  ot  hla  poUtlsaJ  aarrlcaat 

1.  MentloD  two  o(  the  leading  sTenta  ot  JetferaoD'a  admlnlitratlon. 

L  (a)  What  waa  tbe  cauie  at  the  border  warfare  In  Kanaaal  (b)  What  part  did  aonia 
ot  tbe  people  ot  Mlaaourl  take  In  thli  conleatT 

r.  (a)  By  what  autborltr  wu  tbe  Dred  Scott  declilon  randeredt  Cb)  What  crest 
political  queatlon  waa  affected  hj  tble  declalonT 

i.  Name  tour  Statea.  not  gulf  Statea.  wblcb  aeceded  froDi  tba  Union  dniins  tba  dTll 


Adams.  Wendell  Phillip*. 
).  (a)  In  what  war  were  the  at 


■  each  ot  tbe  tollowlnt;  treat  oratora  pleaded:    Samual 

lanlel  Webster,  John  C.  CalhouDT 

ra  and  itrlpai  lint  naedT    (b)  What  la  tha  algnllleanc* 


METHODS  AND 


1,  What 


labile  I 


t  ahould  ba  regnlrad  at  a 


L  How  U  ROod  language  prlDclpallj'  laarpedT 

g.  aiven  the  lubject,  "  Oeorge  Waahlngtan,"  show  wha 

preparatar)'  (0  a  written  composition. 
I.  Show  how  10  develop  tbe  Idea  ol  tbe  aubject  ot  a  (enleDce. 
S.  Why  ahould  pupils  be  required  Co  solve  maay  promiscuous  problsniaT 
I.  The  teacher  Is  In  a  degree  responalhle  tor  the  bodily  health  at  tha  child.    Wbat  dOM 

Page  say  on  this  subjectt 
r.  state  tbe  ethical  value  ot  muilc  aa  a  ichool  exercise. 
L  Why  li  It  objectionable  to  tormulate  a  coda  of  nilea  lor  tlia  m 
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9.  How  may  a  good  newspaper  be  made  lerriceable  in  teachlnc  geography? 
10.  (a)  How  would  you  show  objectively  to  a  clam  of  pupils  the  muscles  that  bend  the 
lower  arm;  (b)  the  muscles  that  bend  the  fingers T 

CURRBTNT  TOPIOfl 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  only  eight,  to  each  of  which  twelve 
and  one-half  credits  will  be  given. 

1.  What  two  important  political  conventions  were  held  in  this  State  last  month? 

2.  (a)  For  what  offices  were  nominations  made?    (b)  What  will  be  the  term  of  office  of 

the  successful  candidates? 

5.  Who  were  the  candidates  nominated  by  each  party? 

4.  What  action  was  taken  by  each  convention  concerning  the  selling  of  liquor? 

6.  (a)  What  international  contests  took  place  in  New  York  last  month?     (b)  Which 

nation  was  the  winner  in  each  contest? 

6.  Why  were  no  Institutes  held  during  the  week  beginning  September  24? 

7.  (a)  What  exposition  was  opened  last  month?    (b)  How  was  the  machinery  set  in 

motion? 

8.  (a)  What  battle-field  was  opened  as  a  national  park  last  month?    (b)  What  great 

meeting  was  held  Just  before  it  at  Louisville? 

9.  Why  is  it  expected  that  a  new  bond  issue  will  soon  be  necessary? 
10.  What  Spanish  war  vessel  was  recently  sunk,  and  where  and  how? 

Saturday,  October  5,  1895— Second  and  Third  Orades 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 
Dach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Reduce  (a)  26  lbs.  12  os.  to  the  fraction  of  a  hundred- weight;  (b)  2-S  of  6  to  a  fractional 

part  of  U. 

2.  *'  Dividing  both  dividend  and  divisor  by  the  same  number  does  not  change  the 

quotient."    Modify  the  statement  of  the  principle  of  division  above  given  so  that 
it  will  apply  to  (a)  fractions;  (b)  ratio. 

5.  Find  the  sum  in  yards  of  6-6  yd.  and  2  1-4  ft 

4.  My  commission  at  6  per  cent,  on  a  sale  of  hay  at  $13.60  per  ton  was  $12.48  2-4.     How 
many  tons  did  I  sell? 

6.  Find  the  exact  interest  on  $2,150  from  March  12  to  April  6»  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

0.  Find  the  proceeds  of  a  note  for  $1,860  discounted  at  bank  4  mo.  6  da.  before  it  was 

due,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

7.  Required  (a)  the  square  root  of  8.8  correct  to  three  decimal  places;  (b)  the  fourth 

power  of  1  2-3. 

8.  How  many  bushels  of  wheat  will  fill  a  bin  8  ft.  by  4  ft.  2  in.  by  3  ft  8  in.? 

9.  Find  the  missing  term  in  the  proportion: 

8  55  9  13 
1.7:  7::  (  ):  .05 
3.3    .26        5.1    6 

10.  Define  (a)  multiple;  (b)  discount;  (c)  composite  number. 

OEOGRAPHT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  Of  what  use  are  parallels  of  latitude  and  meridians? 

2.  Mention  three  physical  features  upon  which  the  successful  development  of  a  country 

largely  depends. 
2.  Mention  two  large  rivers  of  Asia  that  flow  into  the  Arctic  ocean,  and  state  why 

they  are  of  less  commercial  Importance  than  the  Ganges  and  Tang-tse  Klang. 
4.  (a)  Which  one  of  the  grand  divisions  has  a  region  of  great  lakes  in  the  torrid  zone? 

(b)  What  two  great  rivers  drain  that  region? 

42 
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6.  OlYo  the  namef  of  three  of  the  principal  food  fish  eaosht  tn  the  Atlantic  fliberiM  ottT 

the  New  BnirlAnd  coast 
€.  Mention  the  oountriee  of  Europe  that  border  on  the  North  eea.. 

7.  Locate  the  following  citiee  and  itate  for  what  each  ii  noted:    Sheffield,  Richmondr 

Havana. 

8.  What  waters  would  be  traTersed  on  a  Toyage  from  Washington  to  Halifax,  stopping: 

at  Philadelphia  and  Boston? 

9.  What  city  near  (a)  the  head  of  Cayuga  lake;  (b)  the  foot  of  Owaaoo  lake;  (e)  th* 

foot  of  Chautauqua  lake;  (d)  the  foot  of  Lake  BrieT 
10.  Compare  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  with  reference  tq  the  Talue  of  their 
ezi>orts  of  (a)  raw  material,  and  (b)  manufactured  products. 

OBTHOGBAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  papers,  properly  num- 
bered from  one  to  fifty  inclusiTe.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that  words* 
should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 


Each 

1.  inherent. 

2.  Judgment. 

5.  emphasize. 

4.  discriminate. 

6.  appropriate. 
€.  ennobled. 

7.  ezclusiyely. 

8.  imagination. 

9.  procedure. 
10.  boisterous. 
U.  denial. 

12.  generosity. 
IS.  deception. 

14.  submission. 

15.  fidelity. 

16.  happily. 

17.  avenue. 

18.  apology. 

19.  YOlition. 

20.  temperature. 

21.  increasing. 

22.  strengthen. 

23.  social. 

24.  defiling. 
26.  buying. 


of  the  following  questions  has  two  credits  assigned  to  it. 

26.  industrial. 

27.  distribution. 

28.  humiliating. 

29.  arousing. 

30.  obedience. 

31.  courtesy. 
82.  specially. 

33.  cheerfully. 

34.  automatic. 

35.  habitual. 

36.  Chattanooga. 

37.  scrupulous. 

38.  diversion. 

39.  assuming. 

40.  reversal. 

41.  excusable. 

42.  observance. 

43.  permitting. 

44.  generously. 

45.  competent. 

46.  prevalence. 

47.  erroneous. 

48.  radical. 

49.  superior. 

50.  Potomac. 


P.  M. 
GRAMMAB 

1  The  long  lines  of  young  faces  ros^  tier  above  tier  down  the  whole  length  of 

2  the  chapel,  from  the  little  boy's  who  had  Just  left  his  mother,  to  the  youns 

3  man's  who  was  going  out  next  week  into  the  great  world,  rejoicing  in  his 

4  strength.    It  was  a  great  and  solemn  sight,  and  never  more  so  than  at  this 

5  time  of  the  year,  when  the  only  lights  in  the  chapel  were  in  the  pulpit  and 

6  at  the  seats  of  the  praepostors  of  the  week,  and  the  soft  twilight  stole  over 

7  the  rest  of  the  chapel,  deepening  into  darkness  in  the  high  gallery  behind 

8  the  organ.—  "  Tom  Brown's  School-Days  at  Rugby." 
The  first  seven  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 
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Notes.— 1.  A  combination  of  lubjeet  and  predicate  it  calle4  &  clauie.  dausee  are 
principal  or  lubordinate. 

2.  Subordinate  clauies  Include  (a)  lubjeot  clauiee;  Xb)  obJeotiTe  clauses;  (c)  adJeetlTe 
clauses;  (d)  adyerblal  clauses. 

5.  In  naming  a  clause,  Include  only  Its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 
4.  A  preposition  with  its  object  is  called  a  phrase. 

6.  In  naming  a  phrase,  give  only  the  preposition  and  Its  unmodified  object. 

8.  A  modifier  may  be  a  word,  phrase,  or  clause.  In  glTlng  modifiers,  if  words,  name 
the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In  like  manner  state  the  character  of  modify- 
ing phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjectiye,  adyerblal,  etc. 

7.  An  object  of  a  transitiye  yerb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  yerb. 

8.  Only  eight  parts  of  speech  are  recognized  —  the  articles  the  and  a  forming  a  sub- 
division of  adjectives,  and  participles  being  one  of  the  forms  of  verbs. 

9.  Infinitives  are  classed  as  modes  of  the  verb. 

10.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the  agree- 
ment with  its  antecedent. 

11.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it. 

12.  Treat  verbs  as  divided  into  two  classes  only,  vis.,  transitiye  and  intransitive;  a 
transitive  verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

18.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle,  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify  according  to  notes  1  and  2  the  following  clauses:  (a)  Lines  rose  (line  1); 

(b)  who  had  left  (line  2);  (c)  who  was  going  Oine  8);  (d)  it  was  sight  Gine  4);  (e) 
lights  were  (line  6). 

2.  Give  (a)  three  modifiers  of  twilight  Gine  8) ;  (b)  two  modifiers  of  deepening  (line  7). 
8.  Select  (a)  an  abstract  noun;  (b)  a  personal  pronoun;  (c)  a  qualifying  adjective;  (d) 

an  adverb  of  degree;  (e)  a  preposition. 
4.  (a)  What  part  of  the  verb  is  rejoicing  (line  8)T  (b)  What  does  it  modify? 
6.  Give  syntax  of  (a)  lines  (line  1);  (b)  week  Oine  8);  (c)  sight  (line  4). 

6.  Select  a  verb  in  the  (a)  past  tense;  (b)  past  perfect  tense;  (c)  in  the  progressive 

form  —  all  In  the  indicative  mode. 

7.  Give  the  four  principal  parU  of  (a)  roee  Oine  1);  (b)  stole  Glue  8).    Name  the  parts. 

8.  Define  (a)  personal  pronoun;  (b)  proper  noun. 

9.  (a)  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  transitive  verb,    (b)  Rewrite  the  sentence,  chang- 

ing the  verb  to  the  passive  voice. 
10.  The  attribute  of  a  predicate  may  be  (a)  a  noun;  (b)  a  pronoun;  (c)  a  clause.    Give 
an  example  of  each. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following,  subjects: 

1.  A  Description  of  a  Fire. 

2.  A  Rainy  Day  at  School. 
8.  A  Beautiful  Home. 

4.  Advantages  of  a  Kind  Disposition. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points. 

1.  The  matter,  1.  e..  the  thoughts  expressed.  (26) 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used.  (26) 
8.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  dlTision  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 

appearance.  (26) 

(For  remaining  25  credits  see  Regulations.) 
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PHYSIOLOOT   AND   HTOIBNB 

Each  of  the  following  quMtloni  haa  10  credlta  aaalgned  to  it 

1.  Define  (a)  hygiene;  (b)  aailmllatlon;  (c)  excretion. 

S.  (a)  liocate  the  trlcepa  muscle,    (h)  What  muscle  Ui  directly  opposed  to  the  triceps. 

constituting  with  the  triceps  a  pair  of  muscles? 
8.  Show  how  the  statement  that  arteries  carry  bright  red  blood  Is  only  partially 

correct. 

5.  By  what  fluid  does  (a)  the  portal  vein  carry;  (b)  the  lactealsT    (c)  Where  do  these 

organs  have  their  beginning? 

6.  Why  should  persons  haying  weak  lungs  take  special  care  of  the  skin? 

8.  What  elements  of  food  are  digested  in  (a)  the  stomach;  (b)  the  intestines? 

7.  (a)  What  eyll  efTects  frequently  attend  the  wearing  of  clothing  colored  with  cheap, 

poisonous  dyes?    (b)  What  function  of  the  skin  is  aetiye  in  producing  these  erll 
effects? 

8.  Why  is  it  not  prudent  to  exercise  yigorously  immediately  after  eating? 

9.  Olye  three  rules  to  be  observed  In  keeping  cellars  In  proper  sanitary  condition. 

10.  Show  how  the  words,  "  Visiting  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation,"  are  proved  true  with  reference  to  those 
who  use  alcoholic  stimulants  to  excess. 

Thursday y  January  9,  1896 — Second  and  Third  Grades 

A.  M. 

CIVIL    GOVERNMENT 
Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Mention  the  necessary  qualifications  and  the  mode  of  election  of  a  member  of  the 

United  States  Senate. 

2.  The  Constitution  states  that  bills  for  raising  revenue  must  originate  in  the  House 

of  Representatives.    Give  reason  for  this  provision. 
8.  State  three  ways  In  which  a  bill  may  become  a  law  after  it  has  once  passed  a 
majority  of  both  houses. 

4.  Mention  five  powers  that  the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress. 

6.  Mention  three  powers  denied  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution. 
8.  Mention  two  things  that  the  Constitution  guarantees  to  every  States 

7.  What  is  appellate  Jurisdiction? 

8.  Mention  two  duties  of  the  treasurer  of  a  county. 

9.  Mention  four  duties  of  a  school  trustee. 

10.  What  are  two  chief  functions  of  government? 

DRAWING 

Note. —  Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it.    Use  compasses 
for  drawing  circles.    Take  measurements  from  ruler. 
The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  one  inch. 

1.  (a)  What  is  pure  color?    (b)  Name  the  five  colors  which  occur  between  red  and 

yellow,  in  the  spectrum  of  18  colors,    (c)  Name  two  neutrals. 

2.  Sketch  (a)  a  circular  plinth;  (b)  a  square  plinth;  (c)  the  frustum  of  a  cone. 

5.  Copy  outline  given  and  finish  to  represent  a  tub  and  wash-board. 
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1.  NMD*  W  tbm  Una  A  C;  (b)  tha  Una  B  Q.    (o)  Nuna  tha  dr&wlnc  ban  slTan. 


s 


p.  M. 
AMERICAN  HI3T0RT 
Bftcb  ol  tba  toUowlDE  queationi  hu  10  credlti  ualKDad  to  IL 
WTiat  parts  at  North  Amerlcm  vara  eiplorad  by  (a.)  SsbaaUui  Cftbot:  (b)  PoDca  da 

MenHoQ  some   o(  the  modes  ot  puntshmeot  (or  Tiolilloni  of  tha  l»w,   la  cglonUJ 

In  what  Stata  or  section  oC  tha  00110117  did  (a]  tha  Fegiiod  >Dd  (b)  tha  Samlnala 

(a)  Who  oommaQded  tba  Amarlcah  lorcaa  at  the  ilese  oI  Torktowni  (b)  whM  0««t 

aiBlsted  !□  the  siege? 
Texas  wu  the  last  alave  State  adialtted  to  the  Union  (ISU).    Name  two  othar  aUT* 

SUtes  admitted  to  the  Union  since  1800. 
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<«.  (a)  Of  wluii  jMuty  wai  Johp  C.  Fremon^tiie  ptesldentUl  candidate  in  18667    (b)  Men- 
tion lome  preTioua  public  serYlce  of  Fremont. 

7.  By  what  three  routes  did  the  emlsranta  from  Atlantic  coast  reach  California  In  the 
'flfUes? 

■*S.  In  1864  the  "  Ostend  Manifesto  "  declared  that  the  possession  of  Cuba  was  a  neces- 
sity for  the  United  States.    Why  did  the  southern  States  particularly  desire  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba  at  that  time? 
9.  No  one  was  killed  on  either  side  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumpter  In  18CL 
For  what  reason,  then,  was  the  engagement  considered  Important? 

10.  (a)  What  territory  has  the  United  States  acquired  since  the  dTll  war?    (b)  Of  what 
nation  and  (c)  by  what  means  was  that  tekritory  obtained? 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  tL 

1.  State  an  objection  to  giving  extra  school  work  as  a  punishment  for  misconduct. 

.2.  State  an  objection  to  the  practice  of  allowing  pupils  of  the  fame  grade  to  study 

together. 
Z.  (a)  <Mye  one  advantage  in  having  uniformity  of  text-books,    (b)  Oive  one  advantage 

in  having  a  variety  of  text-books. 

4.  State  an  objection  to  a  great  amount  of  written  work  in  recitations. 

■Z,  Name  three  exercises  in  the  reading  class  by  which  the  voice  may  be  cultivated  and 

strengthened. 
•«.  In  the  reading  class,  pupils  are  often  required  to  tell  the  story  of  the  selection  in 

their  own  words.    Why  should  this  precede  their  oral  reading  of  the  selection? 

7.  Olve  concrete  illustration  to  show  the  office  of  the  denominator  and  of  the  numerator. 

8.  State  objections  to  the  teacher's  questioning  pupils  in  regard  to  delinquencies  of  their 

schoolmates. 

9.  In  teaching  the  location  of  places,  what  benefit  is  derived  from  giving  interesting 

facts  of  history,  manufactures,  or  totnmerce,  associated  with  the  places? 
:10.  Olve  two  examples  of  Improper  punishment.    State  why  Improper. 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  only  eight,  to  each  of  which  twelve 
.«nd  one-half  credits  will  be  given. 
1.  (a)  What  Ui  the  number  of  the  present  Congresi  and  when  did  it  convene?    0>)  Who 
was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives? 

5.  Name  two  questions  discussed  by  President  Cleveland  In  his  annual  message. 

5.  Since  transmitting  his  apnual  message  to  Congress  the  President  has  transmitted 

two  special  messages  to  Congress.    Of  what  did  each  of  these  special  messages 
treat? 
4.  What  Is  the  cause  of  the  Venezuela  trouble? 

6.  (a)  By  what  method  has  the  United  States  proposed  a  settlement  of  this  matter? 

(b)  What  Is  the  attitude  of  Great  Britain  on  this  proposition? 
8.  (a)  Who  was  recently  appointed  Associate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court?    (b)  What  position  did  he  hold  at  the  time  of  his  appointment? 

7.  (a)  Who  are  the  Armenians?    (b)  What  to  meant  by  "Armenian  outrages?  " 

8.  What  European  powers  are  negotiating  with  the  Turkish  government  in  relation  to 

these  outrages? 

9.  What  distinguished  citizen  died  In  December  who  had  been  prominently  Identified 

with  the  public  affairs  of  his  State  and  the  Nation? 
40,  (a)  What  Is  the  object  sought  by  the  Cuban  patriots  In  the  present  insurrection  in 
that  country?    (b)  What  advance  have  the  patriots  made? 
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Friday^  January  10,  1896— Second  and  Third  Orades 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 
E&ch  of  the  following  questioni  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  Write  in  words  a  number  that  will  show  a  correct  use  of  the  hyphen,    (b)  Sepa- 

rate 3014506.8764  Into  periods,  showing  use  of  the  comma  in  notation,  aad  (c)  expnam^ 
the  number  in  words. 

2.  (a)  Write  three  composite  numbers  that  are  prime  to  each  other,    (b)  Write  an  odd 

number  that  is  composite,  and  (c)  an  even  number  that  is  prime,     (d)  Find  the 
prime  factors  of  945. 
S.  The  factors  of  the  dividend  are  82,  2  1-7,  and  7.5.  and  the  factors  of  the  diyisor  mrm 
16-25.  .08,  and  22 1-2.    Find  the  quotient  by  cancellation. 

4.  (s)  75—  6  X  7  -f-  12  -r  3  -f  6  =f    (b)  (75  —  6)  X  <7  -H  12)  -I-  (3  +  6)  =  f 

5.  Reduce  268  quarts,  liquid  measure,  to  bushels.    (If  the  candidate  can  not  recall  th* 

tables,  let  him  give  the  successlTe  steps  In  the  process.) 

6.  Three  men  did  a  piece  of  work  for  which  they  were  paid  |S4.    If  one  worked  6  hours 

per  day  for  11  days,  another  9  hours  per  day  for  10  days,  and  the  third  12  hours  per 
day  for  5  days,  how  much  should  each  recelye? 

7.  Find  the  square  root  of  the  third  power  of  1.6.    (Correct  to  S  decimal  places.) 

8.  On  a  note  for  |237  and  Interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  made  August  15,  1894,  a  pay- 

ment of  $120  is  indorsed  July  11.  1895.    Find  the  amount  due  January  10.  1896. 

9.  Find  the  cost  of  a  bicycle  listed  at  $100,  but  purchased  at  discounts  of  80  per  cent., 

10  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent. 
10.  How  many  shares  of  D.   &  H.   stock  can   be  purchased  for  $2,287.75,   at   129  8-4^ 
brokerage  1-8  per  cent.? 

GBOGRAPHY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Give  two  causes  of  the  change  of  seasons. 

2.  If  the  earth's  axis  were  Inclined  12  degrees  to  the  plane  of  its  orbit,  what  would  be 

the  width  in  degrees  of  each  of  the  temperate  sonesT 
8.  Locate  the  following  lakes:    (a)  Champlaln,  (b)  Otsego,  (c)  Great  Salt,  (d)  Winnipeg, 
(e)  Lake  Geneva. 

4.  Describe  the  following  rivers:    (a)  Connecticut,  (b)  Lena,  (c)  Yukon,  (d)  Columbia* 

(e)  Euphrates. 

5.  What  waters  are  connected  by  the  following  straits:     (a)  Mackinaw,  (b)  Behrlng. 

(c)  E}ast  river. 

6.  In  what  State  or  country  and  on  what  water  Is  each  of  the  following  cities:    (a)  Mil- 

waukee, (b)  Edinburgh,  (c)  Algiers,  (d)  Toklo,  (e)  Melbourne. 

7.  Locate  the  following  mountains:    (a)  Katahdin,  (b)  Mt.  Washington,  (c)  Mt.  Marey, 

(d)  Pikes  Peak,  (e)  Mt  Hecla. 

8.  For  what  is  each  of  the  following  cities  especially  noted:    (a)  Pittsburgh,  (b)  Liver- 

pool, (c)  Venice? 

9.  Name  two  natural  causes  which  have  contributed  to  the  growth  of  San  Francisco. 
10.  What  four  rivers  drain  the  greater  part  of  Africa? 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  papers,  properly  num- 
bered from  one  to  fifty  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that  words 
should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 
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Each 

1.  hospital. 
t.  Syracuse. 

2.  certain. 
4.  amateur. 
6.  unique. 

6.  magazine. 

7.  musical. 

8.  business. 

9.  dyspepsia. 
10.  perennial. 
U.  criminal. 
12.  menacing. 

15.  acquaintance. 
14.  Injunction. 

16.  rheumatism. 

16.  cabin. 

17.  benefited. 

18.  essential. 

19.  dynamite. 
10.  appreciate. 

21.  pitiable. 

22.  intersperse. 
22.  foreign. 

24.  freight 

25.  separate. 


of  the  following  questions  has  two  credits  assigned  to  it. 

26.  receiye. 

27.  standard. 

28.  physical. 

29.  flannel. 

30.  millinery. 

31.  commercial. 
82.  permitting. 
38.  Tisible. 

34.  fought. 

36.  accidentally. 

36.  apparel. 

37.  committee. 

38.  peaceable. 

39.  immense. 

40.  restaurant. 

41.  caught. 

42.  inferred. 

43.  custodian. 

44.  channel. 
46.  Oenesee. 

46.  standard. 

47.  extension. 

48.  grammar. 

49.  franchise. 
60.  ceiling. 


P.  M. 

GRAMMAR 

1  It  is  said  that  many  an  unlucky  urchin  is  induced  to  run  away  from  his 

2  family,  and  betake  himself  to  sea-faring  life,  from  reading  the  history  of 

3  Robinson  Crusoe;  and  I  suspect  that,  in  like  manner,  many  of  those  worthy 

4  gentlemen  who  are  given  to  haunt  the  sides  of  pastoral  streams  with  angle- 

6  rod  in  hand,  may  trace  the  origin  of  their  passion  to  the  seductive  pages  of 

6  honest  Izaak  Walton. 

WASHINGTON  IRVING. 

The  first  seven  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  In  answer  papers,  it  is  reconunended 
that  candidates  observe  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Clauses  are  principal  or  subordinate.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subject 
clauses;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

2.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 

3.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name  the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In 
like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifying  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  ad- 
verbial, etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

6.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the  agree- 
ment with  Its  antecedent. 

6.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it. 

7.  Verbs  are  divided  into  two  clasBes,  viz.,  transitive  and  intransitive.  A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  Intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle,  after  tense. 
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Each  of.  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  tt. 

1.  Classify,  according  to  note  1,   the  following  clauses:  (a)  It  is  said   Otne  I);  (b> 

urchin  is  induced  (line  1);  (c)  I  suspect  (line  3);  (d)  many  may  trace  Olnea  t-S); 
(e)  who  are  given  (line  4). 

2.  Oiye  (a)  two  modifiers  of  is  induced  (line  1);  and  (b)  three  modifiers  of  may  trace- 

dine  6.) 

3.  Select  (a)  an  inflnitiye;  (b)  a  participle. 

4.  What  part  of  speech  is  each  of  the  following  words:  (a)  many  (line  1);  (b)  sea- 

faring  (line  2);  (c)  reading  Oine  2);  (d)  that  (line  8);  (e)  their  (Une  6). 

6.  Give  the  syntax  of  (a)  many  (line  S);  (b)  sides  (line  4);  (c)  pages  (line  5). 

€.  Rewrite  the  portion  ending  with  Robinson  Crusoe,  changing  the  verb  Is  Induced* 
to  the  active  voice. 

7.  Select  (a)  another  verb  in  the  passive  voice  and  (b)  a  verb  in  the  potential  mode. 

5.  Give  the  four  principal  parts  of  any  three  irregular  verbs. 

9.  Give  an  example  of  a  noun  in  apposition  with  (a)  the  subject  of  a  finite  Terb;  (b)> 

object  of  a  transitive  verb;  (c)  object  of  a  preposition. 
10.  Illustrate  the  use  of  a  verb  modified  by  an  objective  clause  and   another  Terl> 
modified  by  an  adverbial  clause. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

1.  The  Armenians. 

2.  The  Pleasure  of  Teaching. 
8.  Christmas  Night. 

4.  How  I  Can  Make  the  School-room  Attractive. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  ti^ 
three  points. 

L  The  matter,  1.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed.  (25) 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used.  (25) 

S.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  d^^itals,  and  generaf 

appearance.  (25)* 

(For  remaining  26  credits  see  Regulations.) 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE 
Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  What  specific  name  is  applied  to  that  class  of  Joints  represented  by  the  articulation 

of  (a)  the  tibia  and  femur;  (b)  the  Kumerus  and  scapula;  (c)  the  temporal  bone- 
and  the  parotid? 

2.  (a)  Mention  two  organs  whose  functional  movements  are  produced  by  the  operation 

of  involuntary  muscles,    (b)  State  the  necessity  of  involuntary  muscles. 
S.  (a)  Describe  the  passage  of  the  blood  through  the  capillaries  and  (b)   state  the- 
change  it  undergoes  in  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs. 

4.  (a)  By  what  process  does  the  nutritive  part  of  the  digested  food  pass  out  of  the- 

allmentary  canal  into  the  circulation?    (b)  Into  what  circulatory  vessels  does  it 
immediately  flow? 

5.  Why  is  It  more  harmful  to  stand  for  several  hours  behind  a  bench  or  counter  tluun 

to  walk  for  the  same  length  of  time? 

6.  After  taking  a  warm  or  hot  bath,  a  person  should  be  careful  not  to  expose  himself 

to  cold.    Explain. 

7.  (a)  Upon  what  membrane  is  the  olfactory  nerve  distributed?    (b)  What  coat  of  the- 

eye  is  but  an  expansion  of  the  optic  nerve? 

8.  Why  does  exercise  raise  the  temperature  of  the  body? 

9.  Mention  three  fluids  that  are  mingled  with  the  chyme  to  convert  it  into  chyle. 

10.  Why  do  surgeons,  when  called  upon  to  perform  dangerous  operations,  often  Inquirer 
whether  the  subject  is  addicted  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages? 
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TliiiTBdar,  KktcIi  S,  1896— 8«cond  ftnd  Third  OradM. 

A.  If . 

CIVIL    OOVERNMBNT 
Each  of  the  (oIIowIdb  quntloDi  baa  It  oradlta  aailsiMd  to  It. 
1.  Dtllna:  (a)  aoactliig  claura:  (b)  cauciu;  (c)  preamblv. 
1.  Wtial  ara  thraa  dDtlsa  ot  a  coantr  clgrkT 
1.  W  Ho*  doat  public  MDUment  1q  rasard  to  a  law  affect  Ita  autorcameutT    [b)  Olva 

an  lUuatraUon. 
t.  Wbat  la  the  datr  ot  one  Stata  to  another  M  la  raipoct  to  public  acta  and  racorda; 

(b)    Id    reipect   to   the    prlTllacn  ot   cltlaana;    <c)    la    reapeet   to   fuiltliea    tram 

Juatlcaf 
5.  What  autborltr  deddaa  whether  a  lav  ol  the  United  Stataa  or  ot  any  State  li  In 

Tlolatlon  ot  the  ConatltuUont 
&  Wbat  powen  accordlns  to  ttaa  Coutltutlon.  are  leierred  to  tba  StataaT 
T.  What  la  mMot  br  tree  tradet 
L  Name  In  order  the  Bnt  two  paraoni  antlUod  Co  luccaod  to  the  praaldeDCj  in  Oaa* 

ol  laeanoT. 
*.  Who  are  dtlieni,  accordlns  to  tbe  ConalltuUon  of  the  United  BlataaT 
10.  Dtatlnsuiah  between  common  law  and  ataCvta  law. 


The  meaaure  ot  all  work  shall  be  at  leait  one  Inch. 
1.  (a)  Name  the  ilx  poilUve  colon  ot  tbe  apectrnm.    <b)  Name  the  two  bne>  which 

appear  In  tba  apactrum  bstweea  blue  and  violet,    (c)  Name  three  naatrala. 
t.  Draw  to  rapreient  a  bollaw  crllnder.  In  a  Tcrtlcal  poaltlon.  In  front  and  aboTa  the 

ere.    OuUlda  dlmsnalona  i  Inchei  bj  lU  Inchea, 
t.  (a)  What  la  dacoraClTe  drawing?    (b)  Draw  to  rspreaent  a  cubical  box  with  tap, 

front  and  left  aide  In  Tlew. 
4.  Hake  a  working  drawing,  plan,  front  eleratlon  and  vartlcal  croia  aectlon  of  cracker 

]ar  Indicated  In  aketcb.    Omit  dlmenalona. 


>  right  angled  triangular  prIam- 
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6.  ConvaQtloDBUM  Uw  \mt  In  akatcb. 


T.  Copy  ikatch  (iTao,  kdd  three  polsi  of  ■  lengtli  aqiul  to  A ',  to  be  pUeeil  In  tha  •■ 
relation  to  B.  C.  and  D,  that  A'  holdi  to  A.  iDdlcMe  bjr  dotted  Una*  tba  man 
ot  maasurlni  tba  laastb  a[  tba  horliontal  pole*. 


Uhifobh  Examinations 


p.  u. 

AMERICAN  HISTORT 

Bub  ot  tbe  tollDwIag  quecdODB  bu  10  c»dltt  MilcnM  to  tt. 
1.  WbU  put*  at  tha  United  SUtaa  vera  explored  b;  tha  Frencbl 

t,  (>)  Wbkt  promlneQt  Frlead,  or  Quaker.  fouDdad  *  colonr  to  Amorloftt  (b]  How 
vera  tbe  Frlenda  treated  Id  llMnchuietta  about  the  middle  ot  tb«  MVaotMDtb 
conturrT  (c)  Mention  tome  reipecta  Id  vblcb  tbaaa  paopla  dlflerad  tram  the  othor 
InbkbltanlB  of  tbe  coloDlaa. 
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8.  Account  for  the  names  (a)  James  ilyer,  (b)  Virginia,  (c)  Baltimore,  (d)  Georgia. 
4.  (a)  About  how  long  after  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  war  did  the  Rerolutlon 
break  out? 

6.  (a)  What  two  generals  commanded  the  American  army  at  different  times  in  the 

campaign  against  Burgoyne?    (b)  How  was  Washington's  army  employed  during 
that  campaign?       '        , 
«.  What  were  the  principal  military  operations  south  of  the  latitifde  of  the  city  of 
Washington  during  the  Virar  of  1812? 

7.  (a)  To  what  man  are  we  chiefly  indebted  for  the  Erie  canal*?     (b)  For  about  how 

many  years  has  the  entire  canal  been  navigated? 

8.  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  divided  the  free  State  of  Pennsylrania  from  the  slaTe  State 

of  Maryland;  what  was  the  diyiding  line  between  the  free  and  slare  Sta^tes  west- 
ward to  the  JEilississippi  river? 

9.  What  was  the  general  result  of  the  military  operations  about  Richmond  in  1881  and 

1862,  and  also  of  those  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  during  the  same  time?    State 
facts  to  support  the  answer. 
10.  (a)  In  what  year  was  a  world's  fair  held  in  Philadelphia?    (b)  What  event  did  this 
exposition  commemorate?    (c)  For  what  reason  was  it  appropriate  that  this  fair 
should  be  held  in  Philadelphia? 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It. 

1.  "  The  old  adage,   '  eyes  are  better  than   ears,'    nowhere  holds  good  with  greater 

force  than  in  learning  to  spell."    Give  an  argument  to  prove  the  truth  or  fallacy 
of  this  statement. 

2.  When  should  the  teaching  of  number  objectively  cease? 

8.  How  may  the  evil  effects  of  alcoholic  stimulants  be  best  taught  to  young  children? 
4.  Why  is  the  ability  to  grasp  the  thought  and  its  relation  to  other  ideas  of  more 

importance  than  the  purely  elocutionary  part  of  the  reading? 
6.  Give  two  devices  for  training  pupils  to  read  in  proper  tones. 

6.  Give  a  simple  device  for  illustrating  the  rotatimi  and  revolution  of  the  earth? 

7.  Grammar  includes  the  science  of  language  and  the  art  of  correct  expression,     (a)  At 

about  what  age  should  the  study  of  the  science  of  language  begin?    (b)  Why? 

8.  Name  two  characteristics  of  effective  punishment. 

9.  What  is  the  most  effective  means  of  moral  training  in  the  school? 

10.  What  advantage  arises  from  the  frequent  reeding  by  the  pupils  of  working  drawings 
made  by  others? 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  eight,  to  each  of  which  twelve 
and  one-half  credits  will  be  given. 

1.  (a)  What  United  States  Ambassador  recently  died,  and  in  what  country  did  he  rep- 
resent this  government?    (b)  Who  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him? 

2.  (a)  Whom  did  President  Cleveland  name  members  of  the  Venezuelan  Commission? 

(b)  For  what  purpose  was  this  commission  appointed? 

3.  What  chajiges  has  Spain  recently  made  in  the  head  of  her  forces  in  Cuba? 

4.  Name  one  of  the  two  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  insurgent  forces  in  Cuba? 

6.  What  was  the  result  of  the  recent  government  bond  issue  as  to  (a)  the  amount  ot 
the  bonds  for  which  bids  were  made,  and  (b)  the  price  of  those  sold? 

6.  What  Is  the  scientific  discovery  of  Professor  Rdentgen  known  as  "  X-rays?  " 

7.  What  international  difficulties  have  arisen  recently  in  South  Africa? 

8.  Who  was  recently  appointed  Poet  Laureate  of  England? 

9.  (a)  Who  is  Miss  Clara  Barton?    (b)  What  mission  has  she  recently  undertaken  which 

has  received  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world? 
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10.  What  event  has  recently  directed  public  attention  to  the  Sahration  Army  in  the 

United  SUtes? 
U.  What  great  English  artist  died  recently  T 

Friday,  March  6,  1896 — Second  and  Third  Ghrades 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It. 

1.  MulUply  17  rd.  8  yd.  2  ft.  by  & 

2.  Under  each  of  the  following  classifications  of  number  give  examples  to  illustrate 

all  the  kinds  of  number  that  enter  into  the  classification:   (a)  prime  and  com- 
posite; (b)  odd  and  eyen;  (c)  integral  and  fractional;  (d)  abstract,  concrete  and 
denominate;  (e)  like  and  unlike. 
8.  Find  the  square  root  of  the  third  power  of  .6,  correct  to  four  decimal  places. 

27  +  0X7         2.6 

4. =  ? 

18-7  3  +  8}       If 

6.  If  milk  weighs  64  1-2  pounds  to  the  cubic  foot,  and  water  62 1-2  pounds,  what  per 

cent  is  milk  heavier  than  wat^r? 
^  An  attorney  collected  a  debt,  retained  his  commission  of  6  per  cent.,  and  remitted 
his  client  1376.20.    How  much  did  he  collect? 

7.  Find  the  annual  income  on  an  investment  of  82,016  in  U.  S.  4's  at  112. 

8.  DlYide  485  into  four  parts  that  shall  be  to  each  other  in  the  ratios  of  3,  4 1-7,  6 1-8 

and  6,  respectively. 

9.  Required  the  amount  of  |240  at  exact  interest,  at  6  1-2  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 

January  15,  1896,  to  March  3,  1896. 
10.  The  discount  on  a  note  discounted  at  a  Utlca,  N.  Y.,  bank,  2  mo.  21  da.  before  it  was 
due  was  |L89.    What  was  the  face  of  the  note? 

GEOGRAPHT 
Each,  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  U. 

L  (a)  How  many  great  circles  extend  north  and  south  around  the  earth?    (b)  How  many 

extend  east  and  west?     (c)  Explain  your  answer. 
2.  Locate  the  following  cities:    (a)  Dunkirk,  (b)  Ogdensburg,  (c)  Oswego,  (d)  Kingston, 

(e)  Binghamton. 
S.  (a)  Name  two  counties  of  New  York  bordering  on  Lake  Erie;  (b)  three  bordering 

on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson. 

4.  Describe  the  following  rivers:    (a)  Alleghany,  (b)  Penobscot,  (c)  Colorado. 

5.  Locate  the  following  capes:    (a)  MonUuk  Point,  (b)  Land's  End,  (c)  Hatteras. 

6.  Name  and  locate  the  capital  of  (a)  Virginia,  (b)  Sweden,  (c)  Venezuela,  (d)  Portugal, 

(e)  Belgium. 

7.  By  what  waters  are  Norway  and  Sweden  nearly  surrounded? 

8.  (a)  Name  three  chief  exports  from  United  States  to  Europe;  (b)  three  from  Europe 

to  the  United  States. 

9.  What  two  countries  of  South  America  have  no  seacoast? 

10.  Describe  the  shortest  all- water  route  from  New  York  to  Calcutta. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note. — All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  paper,  properly 
numbered  from  one  to  fifty,  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that 
words  should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 
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1.  importuning 

2.  chamber 

5.  unique 
4.  proves 

6.  inscription 

6.  peasant 

7.  assiduous 

8.  spontaneous 

9.  descent 

10.  chancel 

11.  mouthfula 

12.  impulse. 

13.  dishonest 

14.  satisfaction 

15.  melancholy 

16.  balance 

17.  George's 

18.  seizure 

19.  agricultural 

20.  various. 

21.  impaired 

22.  exhausted 

23.  faltering 

24.  soothe 
26.  maternal 


Baoh  of  tlie  following  words  has  two  credits  assigned  to  It. 

28.  beguile 

27.  glased 

28.  agonise 

29.  barbarous 
80.  idly 
3L  oorpa 
82.  perceive 
88.  ceremony 

84.  materials. 

85.  consolidate 

86.  trivial 

87.  ^idemia 

88.  whisUing 

89.  supersede 

40.  alderman 

41.  religioua 

42.  equipage 

43.  humiliating 

44.  vulgarly 

45.  Venezuela 

46.  perpetual 

47.  pompous 

48.  embalmed 

49.  vlgoroua 

50.  character. 


P.  M. 

GRAMMAR. 

1  Thus  we  see  not  only  that  the  discipline  by  which  the  young  child  is  so 

2  successfully  taught  to  regulate  its  movements,  is  also  the  discipline  by  which 
8  the  great  mass  of  adults  are  kept  in  order,  and  more  or  less  improved;  but 

4  that  the  discipline  humanly  devised  for  the  worst  adults  fails  when  it  diver- 

5  ges  from  this  divinely  ordained  discipline,  and  begins  to  succeed  when  it  ap- 

6  proximates  to  it. 

HBRBBRT  SPENCBR. 


The  first  eight  questions  refer  to  the  above  eelection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  in  answer  papers,  it  is  recommended 
that  candidates  observe  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Clauses  are  principal  or  subordinate.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subjeet 
clauses;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

2.  In  naming  a  clause,  Include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 

3.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name  the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  la 
like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifying  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  ad- 
verbial,  etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

5.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the 
agreement  with  its  antecedent. 

6.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  It 

7.  Verbs  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.,  transitive  and  intransitive.  A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu« 
lar,  transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give 
the  special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 
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Each  of  the  following  queetions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify  according  to  note  1.  the  following  clauses:  (a)  Discipline  is  discipline  (lines 

1-2);  (b)  child  is  taught  (lines  1-2);  (c)  mass  are  kept  (line  8);  (d)  discipline  fails 
(line  4);  (e)  it  diverges  (lines  4-5). 

2.  Select  two  infinitives,  and  state  what  each  modifies. 
8.  Select  two  participles  used  adjectively. 

4.  Select  (a)  a  collective  noun;  (b)  an  abstract  noun,    (c)  Why  is  the  verb  are  kept 

(line  3)  in  the  plural  number? 
6.  What  three  parts  of  speech  may  be  used  to  connect  clauses?    Give  an  example  of 
each  80  used  in  this  selection. 

6.  (a)  In  what  voice  are  the  verbs  in  the  clause:  "  By  which  the  great  mass  of  adults 

are   kept  in   order   and   more   or   less   improved? "    (b)   Rewrite   this   sentence, 
changing  the  voice  of  the  verbs. 

7.  Give  (a)  three  modifiers  of  mass  (line  3);  (b)  two  modifiers  of  devised  (line  4). 

8.  Give  the  syntax  of   (a)   discipline   (line  2);   (b)   discipline   (line  4);    (c)   discipline 

(line  6). 

9.  Decline  the  personal  pronoun  of  the  third  person,  neuter. 

10.  Write  a  sentence  containing  (a)  an  adjective  phrase;  (b)  an  adverbial  phrase. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  the  following  subjects: 

1.  A  Sleigh  Ride. 

2.  Description  of  a  Fire. 

8.  The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Examinations. 
4.  A  Review  of  the  Last  Book  Read. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points. 

L  The  matter,  i.  e.,  the  thought  expressed. 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used. 

5.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 

appearance. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Define  (a)  artery;  (b)  iris;  (c)  ligament;  (d)  pleura;  (e)  pepsin. 

2.  (a)  Name  the  bone  of  the  thigh  and  (b)  mention  the  class  of  joints  represented  at 

each  of  its  extremities. 

5.  Show  the  necessity  for  both  voluntary  and  involuntary  muscles. 

4.  Give   two  reasons    why   the    food    should   be   thoroughly   masticated    before   it   is 
swallowed. 

6.  What  is  meant  by  (a)  the  pulmonary  circulation;  (b)  the  portal  circulation;  (c)  the 

systematic  or  greater  circulation? 

6.  Describe  the  lungs  showing  their  adaptation  for  the  free  exchange  of  gases. 

7.  (a)  What  Is  the  normal  temperature  of  the  body?    (b)  By  what  means  is  this  tem- 

perature preserved  in  the  extremes  of  hot  and  cold  weather? 

8.  (a)  Of  what  part  of  the  skin  are  the  nails  a  modification?    (b)  Give  three  rules  for- 

the  proper  care  of  the  nails, 
t.  (a)    Give,    approximately,    the   temperature   that   should   be  maintained  in   a   well 
regulated  sitting-room,    (b)  What  excretion  from  the  lungs  makes  the  ventilation: 
of  living  rooms  necessary? 
10.  What  is  meant  by  "  chronic  alcoholism? 
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April  24,  1896 — Second  and  Third  Grades 

A«  !&• 

CIVIL    GOVERNMENT 

Each  of  the  following  queBtiooB  haB  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  What  are  taxes?    (b)  Glye  an  example  of  an  indirect  tax. 

2.  (a)  What  is  the  duty  of  the  town  collector?    (b)  How  is  he  paid? 
8.  What  is  meant  by  (a)  majority  and  (b)  plurality  in  an  election? 

4.  (a)   Distinguish  between  a  civil  and  a  criminal  action.    Define   (b)   suffrage;   (c) 

constitution. 

5.  (a)  Are  courts  of  any  service  to  the  people  who  never  come  before  them?    (b)  Give 

reason  for  your  answer. 
€.  (a)  Distinguish  between  a  pure  democracy  and  government  by  representation,    (b) 
Would  the  former  be  possible  in  this  country?    (c)  Give  reason  for  your  answer. 

7.  What  are  the  various  stages  through  which  a  bill  must  pass  to  become  a  law  In 

this  State. 

8.  What  constitutes  the  electoral  college? 

9.  What  powers  are  granted  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  over  (a)  postal  affairs; 

(b)  money;  (c)  taxes;  (d)  the  District  of  Columbia? 
10.  What  is  meant  by  protective  tariff? 

DRAWING 

Note.—  Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  It.    Use  compasses 
for  drawing  circles.    Take  measurements  from  ruler. 
The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  one  inch. 

L  (a)  What  name  Is  applied  to  a  regular  arrangement  of  any  color  with  Its  tints  and 
shades?  (b)  In  the  spectrum  of  18  colors,  name  In  their  order,  the  colors  which 
appear  between  blue  and  red-violet 

1 State  for  what  purpose  each  of    the  lines 

2.  f  '  •  1,  2.  3  and  4  is   used  In  a    "  working 

4.  —  _____  _   __  —  —  —  drawing." 

8.  Copy  outline  given  and  finish  to  represent  a  glass  half  filled  with  water. 


4.  Sketch  (a)  a  cube;  (b)  modify  to  represent  a  four-legged  stooL 

6.  Draw  a  diagram  representing  the  scope  of  vision,  centre  of  vision,  and  the  eye  level 

in  their  respective  positions. 
8.  A  and  B  are  the  perspective  positions  of  two  poles.    The  pole  at  A  will  be  repre- 
sented 2  Inches  high.    The  pole  at  B  is  the  same  height  as  that  at  A.    Draw  to 
represent  the  two  poles. 
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AMERICAN  HISTORY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  What  is  the  date  of  (a)  the  discovery  of  America,  (b)  the  settlement  of  Jamestown* 

(c)  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  and  Indian  war,  (d)  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolution? 

2.  For  what  were  the  following  persons  famous  in  the  early  history  of  Vlrgtnia:    Sir 

Walter  Raleigh,  Powhatan,  Sir  William  Berkeley.   Nathaniel  Bacon?     Select  for 
answer  any  three  of  the  four  mentioned  names. 

3.  (a)  What  nation  colonized  Georgia?     (b)  What  nation  then  held  the  neighboring 

colony  of  Florida? 

4.  Why  was  the  Niagara  river  an  important  point  in  the  French  and  Indian  war? 

5.  (a)  What  was  the  Boston  Port  Bill?     (b)  By  whcxn  and  for  what  purpose  was  it 

passed  ?  ' 

6.  Describe  the  route  by   which  the  army  of  Burgoyne  reached  the  battle-fields   of 

Saratoga. 

7.  (a)  What  was  the  object  of  the  embargo  laid  in  Jefferson's  administration?    (b)  What 

was  its  effect  on  our  commerce? 

8.  (a)  What  was  the  subject  of  dispute  which  led  to  the  war  between  this  country  and 

Mexico?    (b)  Why  were  the  people  of  the  south  generally  in  favor  of  wa^ng  tliat 
war? 

9.  Give  ac  account  of  a  naval  engagement  of  the  Civil  war,  other  than  that  of  the 

Monitor  and  Merrimac. 
10.  What  disaster  has  in  the  last  twenty-five  years  visited  (a)  Chicago,  (b)  Charleston^ 
South  Carolina,  and  (c)  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania? 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Name  three  conditions  that  should   receive  attention  in  caring  for  the   physical 

welfare  of  the  pupil. 

2.  What  should  be  the  chief  purpose  of  discipline  as  regards  the  school? 

3.  Name  two  special  advantages  of  written  spelling. 

4.  Name  two  purposes  of  arithmetical  study. 

6.  Should  a  person  who  uses  tobacco  be  employed  to  teach  school?    Give  a  reason  Cor 
your  answer. 

6.  When  should  the  teacher  begin  to  train  the  pupil  in  the  art  of  correct  expression? 

7.  Mention  two  facts  of  geography  that  can  be  beet  taught  by  the  use  of  a  globe. 

8.  What  special  preparation  should  the  teacher  make  for  the  reading  lesson? 

9.  How  should  correct  pronunciation  be  taught? 

10.  Suggest  a  method  for  developing  the  pattern  of  a  cube. 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  only  eight,  to  each  of  which  twelTS 
and  one-half  credits  will  be  given. 

1.  What  important  excise  law  has  been  enacted  by  the  present  Legislature? 

2.  Name  three  important  provisions  of  this  measure. 

8.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  recent  trouble  in  the  Kentucky  State  Legislature? 

4.  What  action  has  Congress  taken  on  the  Cuban  question? 

6.  (a)    Name   four  men   prominently   considered    in   connection   with    the   presidential 

nomination  for  the  coming  election;  (b)  the  State  of  which  each  is  a  resident;  (e)  ths 

political  party  of  which  each  is  a  member. 
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€.  What  was  the  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  Itallsn  and  Abyssinian  troops  at  Adowa 
about  March  1.  last? 

7.  What  distinguished  soldier  of  a  foreign  country  recently  visited  this  country? 

8.  What  is  the  "  Greater  New  York  Bill?  " 

9.  Why  were  American  consulates  in  many  parts  (rf  Spain  recently  attacked  by  mobs 

of  students  and  other  citizens  of  Spain? 

10.  The  one  hundredth  birthday  of  what  distinguished  educator  will  occur  May  4th,  next? 

11.  When  will  Arbor  Day  occur? 

12.  What  ancient  games  have  recently  been  reyived  in  Greece  in  which  several  American 

colleges  were  represented? 

April  25,  1896— Second  and  Third  Grades 

A.  M. 
ARITHMETIC 
Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  Divide  141  rd.  1  yd.  2  ft  6  in.  by  8. 

2.  (a)  Express  7-8  per  cent,  in  the  form  of  a  common  fraction  and  in  the  form  of  a 

decimal, 
(b)  Express  in  words  209-404,  €00.0002. 

3.  Find  the  square  root  of  .000071,  correct  to  four  places. 

4.  The  factors  of  the  dividend  are  18  1-2,  15,  24  8-4  and  7  1-2,  while  those  of  the  divisor 

are  17  3-5,  8  2-9  and  19  4-5.    Find  the  quotient  by  cancellation. 

6.  A  hardware  merchant  sold  two  stoves  for  |30  each,  gaining  20  per  cent,  on  one  and 

losing  14  2-7  per  cent,  on  the  other.    How  much  did  the  stoves  cost  him? 
€.  A  stock  of  goods  valued  at  |18,500  is  insured  for  8-5  of  its  value,  at  1  3-5  per  cent. 
Find  the  premium. 

7.  Find  the  net  proceeds  of  a  sale  of  50  shares  of  United  States  Express  stock  at  88, 

brokerage  1-8  per  cent. 

8.  If  the  Interest  on  $100  for  3  yr.  4  mo.,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  |20,  for  how 

long  must  1350  remain  at  interest  at  4  1-2  per  cent,  per  annum  to  produce  H2? 
(Solve  by  proportion.) 

9.  A  buggy  listed  at  $125,  30  and  8  oft,  is  sold  on  90  days'  time,  6  per  cent,  discount  for 

cash.    Find  the  cash  price  of  the  buggy. 
10.  Find  the  cost  of  24     planks  16  feet  long.  14  inches  wide  and  2  1-4  Inches  thick,  at 
123.50  per  M,  board  measure. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

L  If  the  temperate  zones  were  50  degrees  in  width,  what  would  be  the  inclination  in 
degrees  of  the  earth's  axis? 

2.  Locate  the  four  chief  cities  of  Canada. 

3.  Locate  by   counties   the   following  villages  of  New  York:     (a)    Richfield   Springs, 

(b)  Saratoga  Springs,   (c)  Canandaigua,    (d)  Plattsburgh,  (e)   Malone.     Select  for 
answer  any  three  of  the  five  mentioned  places. 

4.  Name  four  rivers  of  New  York  rising  in  the  Adirondack  mountains,  and  tell  into 

what  water  each  flows. 
6.  (a)  What  river  between  South  Carolina  and  Georgia;  (b)  between  Washington  and 
Oregon;  (c)  between  Arizona  and  Nevada? 

6.  (a)  Locate  Chile,    (b)  Describe  its  sea-coast,    (c)  Name  two  chief  productions. 

7.  Where  and  what  is  each  of  the  following:    (a)  Trinidad,  (b)  Tokio,  (c)  Dardanelles, 

(d)  Stockholm,  (a)  HaUfax? 
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8.  (a)  Name  the  four  countries  of  Aftica  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean  sea.    (b)  Name 

a  chief  city  of  each. 

9.  (a)  What  country  of  Europe  la  noted  for  its  low  eleyatlonT    (b)  What  bay  indent! 

its  coast?       (c)  What  is  its  metropolis? 
10.  Name  three  things  which  chiefly  affect  the  climate  of  a  country. 


ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  pi^Mr,  properly 
numbered  from  one  to  fifty,  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  elaM  that 
words  should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 

Each  of  the  following  words  has  two  credits  assigned  to  it. 


1.  trophies 

2.  occasion 
8.  Druids 
4.  novels 
6.  beaux 

6.  anecdote 

7.  criticised 

8.  reproaches 

9.  relieved. 

10.  sciences 

11.  engagement 

12.  cronies 

13.  conscience 

14.  Jingling 
16.  honest 

16.  mottled 

17.  seized 

18.  daughter 

19.  consummate 

20.  policy 

21.  liquor 

22.  solitary 
28.  dismal 
24.  flaunting 
26.  nerves 


26.  precipitation 

27.  bicycle 

28.  merely 

29.  horror 

30.  attorney 

31.  embarrassment 

32.  rival 

33.  ambition 

34.  fashionable 
36.  apprehension 

36.  favor 

37.  maintenance 

38.  parties 

39.  apotjiecary 

40.  having 

41.  civil 

42.  neither 

43.  veteran 

44.  distracted 
46.  mistletoe 

46.  excellence 

47.  Champlain 

48.  colors 

49.  quadrille 
60.  precisely 


P.  M. 

GRAMMAR 

1  One  who  has  never  taught  learns  little  from  visiting  another's  school,  in 

2  comparison  with  him  who  there  sees  his  own  errors  in  a  new  Ught»  and 

3  finds  methods  and  devices  for  which  he  has  sought  in  vain,  and  which  he 

4  may  put  to  a  wiser  use  in  increasing  his  own  eflldency  and  worth. 

GEORGE    ROWLAND. 


The  first  seven  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  in  answer  papers,  it  is  recommended 
that  candidates  observe  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Clauses   are   principal   or   subordinate.    Subordinate   clauses   include   (a)    Sttbjaet 
clauses;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

2.  In  naming  a  clause.  Include  only  Its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 
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8.  In  giving  modiflen,  if  words,  name  the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In 
like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifying  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  ad- 
verbial, etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

5.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the 
agreement  with  it«  antecedent. 

6.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it. 

7.  Verbs  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.,  transitive  and  Intransitive.  A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give 
the  special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify  the  following  clauses  according  to  note  1:  (a)  One  learns  (line  1);  (b)  Who 

has  taught  (line  1);  (c)  Who  sees  (line  2);  (d)  He^has  sought  (line  8);  (e)  He  may 
put  (lines  8  and  4). 

2.  Give  (a)  two  modifiers  of  learns  (line  1);  (b)  two  modifiers  of  has  sought  (line  8). 
8.  (a)  Select  two  participles,    (b)  Give  the  syntax  of  each. 

4.  Select  all  the  adjectives,  indicating  such  as  are  (a)  pronominal  adjectives  (adjective 

pronouns),  and  (b)  in  the  comparative  degree. 

5.  Parse  who  (line  1). 

6.  Give  the  syntax  of  (a)  one  (line  1);  (b)  another's  (line  1);  (c)  worth  (line  4). 

7.  Select  a  verb  (a)  in  the  potential  mode,  present  tense;  (b)  indicative  present  (o) 

indicative  perfect. 

8.  Decline  the  personal  pronoun  of  the  second  person. 

9.  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  clause  used  as  attribute  (predicate  noun). 

10.  (a)  Write  a  sentence  having  than  immediately  followed  by  a  personal  pronoun,    (b) 
Give  the  syntax  of  the  pronoun. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

The  Lakes  of  New  York. 
Summer  Schools. 
An  Experience  in  a  Storm. 
The  Modem  Newspaper. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points. 

L  The  matter,  1.  e.,  the  thought  expressed. 
2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used. 

8.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 
appearance. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  How  do  the  bones  of  a  person  differ,  in  respect  to  composition  and  fiexibility.  In 

childhood,  middle  life,  and  old  age? 

2.  The  muscles  attached  to  the  skeleton,  generally  have  attachments  to  more  than  one 

bone.    Explain  the  necessity  for   this  and  Illustrate  by  referring  to  the  biceps 
muscle. 
8.  Compare  the  skin  with  the  mucous  membrane  with  respect  to  (a)  secretions;   (b) 
location. 
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4.  What  l8  separated  from  the  blood  by  (a)  the  liver ;  (b)  the  lachrymal  glands;  (c) 

the  kidneys. 

5.  If  breathing  were  suspended  for  one  or  two  minutes  what  would  be  the  effect  upon 

the  blood  in  the  lungs? 

6.  (a)  Into  what  large  vein  do  the  absorbent  blood  vessels  of  the  stomach  and  intestines 

unite?    (b)  What  artery  leads  from  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart? 

7.  (a)  Why  should  one  refrain  from  eating  food  or  drinking  fluid  that  has  been  left 

exposed  in  a  room  where  a  person  is  suffering  from  a  contagious  or  Infectious 
disease?  (b)  State  a  simple  means  of  disinfecting  a  room  where  a  contagious 
disease  has  prevailed. 

8.  (a)  Mention  two  digestive  fluids  which  act  upon  the  food  in  the  alimentary  canal 

before  it  passes  the  pylorus,  (b)  What  food  elements  does  each  of  these  fluids 
respectively  digest? 

9.  Give  three  rules  referring  to  the  proper  care  of  the  teeth. 

10.  (a)   For  what  two  purposes  is  opium  commonly  administered  by  physicians?    (b)  Men- 
tion two  of  the  harmful  effects  produced  by  its  continued  use. 

June  4,  1896 — Second  and  Third  Grades 

i  A.  M. 

CIVIL    GOVERNMENT 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  What  provision  does  the  Constitution  make  for  admitting  new  States? 
t.  Name  two  chief  duties  of  the  treasury  department  of  the  United  States. 

5.  What  provision  does  the  Constitution  make  by  which  the  right  of  suffrage  is  secured 

to  freedmen? 
4.  The  Constitution  declares  that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue  must  originate  In  the 
House  of  Representatives.    Give  reason  for  this  provision. 

6.  (a)  What  body  in  this  State  has  the  power  of  impeachment?    (b)  What  constitutes 

the  court  for  trial  of  impeachments? 

6.  What  does  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declare  In  regard  to  bail,  flnea  and 

punishment? 

7.  State  two  duties  of  constables. 

8.  (a)  What  is  a  court  of  original  Jurisdiction?    (b)  What  Is  an  appellate  court? 

9.  (a)   Distinguish   between   a  direct  and  an    indirect   tax.    (b)    Give  an   example   of 

each. 

10.  (a)  How  are  petit  jurors  selected;  (b)  how  often;  (c)  what  are  their  duties? 

DRAWING 

Note.—  Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it.    Use  compasses 
for  drawing  circles.    Take  measurements  from  ruler. 
The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  one  inch. 

1.  (a)  Explain  how  a  tint  of  yellow-green  Is  produced;  (b)  In  the  spectrum  of  18  colors 

name  all  colors  in  their  proper  order. 

2.  (a)  Draw  three  concentric  circles  having  diameters  of  1  inch,  2  inches  and  S  inches, 

respectively;  (b)  In  the  smallest  circle  illustrate  the  following  terms,    diameter, 
radius  and  quadrant. 
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rapraaantlDC  tba  eya  levalT 
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i 


T.  Dm  s  Torllcal  Eroii  itcUoii  ot  tb«  glku  iDk-mll  ludloatad  In  tha  skateh. 


I.  CoaTentloDillia  lo«t  (Itmi. 


Uniform  Examinations 


u.  copr  iiiMch. 


p.  M. 

AMERICAN  HISTORY 
Each  of  Ui«  following  quaitlonm  hu  14  DiedtU  aulsned  to  It. 
1.  BipUln  the  orlfln  □(  ths  nainss  (■)  Uound  Bulldsn,  (b)  InaiaDi.  (c)  Nortbmen. 
1.  <a)  WItb  whtt  otber  colony  «m  South  Carollaa  for  a  time  Joined  la  goTenuneDt! 

(b)  What  nation  attetnpted  tha  setllemont  of  that  CDtaay  about  ft  hundred  rean 

before  the  aettlement  by  tbe  BbglUb? 
1.  <a)  In  what  part  of  Delaware  was  Iti  flrat  ■ettlemant  made?     (b)  To  wtiat  colour 

waa  It  Joined  In  soTernmeat  In  the  latter  part  ot  Ita  colonial  butorri 
*.  Spedlr  the  territory  ot  North  America  wblch  ths  Pronch  claimed  at  the  outbreali 

of  the  French  and  Indian  war. 
t.  At  the  cloaa  of  the  colonial  period  what  wai  the  moat  populoui  leaport  (a)  at  the 

north;  (b)  at  the  louthT 
t.  MentloD  an  Important  battle  ot  the  Revolution  fought  In  (a)  PanDirlvanla:  (b>  New 


T.  Mention  a  national  oOlce  tliaC  JelTeraoD 

Prealdencr. 
t.  (a)  In  which  of  our  wan  was  much  of  the  flgbtlnt  done  on  and 

LakeaT    (b>  On  which  lalia  waa  the  dacUlTe  naTBl  battle  toughtl 


previous  to  bli  election  to  the 
about  the  Great 
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9.  (a)  Name  three  States  that  have  been  admitted  to  the  Union  since  1876;  and  (b)  state 
where  the  United  States  obtained  the  territory  from  which  any  one  of  these  States 
has  been  formed. 
10.  For  what  are  the  following  persons  specially  noted  in  American  history:  (a)  Peter 
Stuyvesant.  (b)  Elias  Howe,  (c)  George  Bancroft,  (d)  Wendell  Phillips?  Select 
for  answer  any  three  of  the  four  mentioned  names. 

METHODS  AND  SCHOOL  ECONOMY 
Each  of  the  following. questions  ha«  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Why  is  addition  of  so  much  importance? 

2.  What  do  you  consider  the  best  method  for  teaching  children  to  read?    Gire  briefly 

reasons  for  your  answer. 
8.  Name  two  modes  of  conducting  written  exercises  in  spelling,  and  state  an  advantage 

of  each. 
4.  What  illustrations  would  you  present  to  a  class  to  show  the  injurious  effects  of 

cigarette  smoking? 
6.  (a)  At  what  stage  of  school  work  should  the  pupil  be  required  to  express  thought 

in  writing?*  (b)  What  should  be  the  character  of  the  first  work  of  this  kind? 

6.  What  evil  results  may  follow  the  use  of  a  great  variety  of  objects  in  teaching  number? 

7.  In  teaching  current  topics  what  objections  are  there  to  dwelling  upon  casualties  and 

crimes? 

8.  A  member  of  the  grammar  class  says:    "  I  know  who  he  sees."    By  what  questions 

would  you  lead  him  to  see  his  error?  * 

9.  Give  two  devices  for  securing  punctuality. 

10.  What  is  the  advantage  of  teaching  working  drawings  to  beginners  from  type  forms 
rather  than  from  ordinary  manufactured  objects? 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Of  the  following  questions  candidates  will  answer  eight,  txt  each  of  which  twelve  and 
one-half  credits  will  be  given. 

1.  Name  two  important  educational  meetings  to  be  held  in  this  State  between  this  date 

and  July  15,  1896. 

2.  Name  two  important  State  officers  to  be  elected  in  this  State  at  the  next  general 

election. 
8.  What  are  the  two  national  issues  to  be  made  prominent  in  the  next  presidential 

campaign  ? 
4.  What  important  event  recently  occurred  at  Moscow? 
6.  What  ruler  of  a  foreign  country  was  assassinated  May  1,  1896? 

6.  Baron  Maurice  de  Hirsch,  of  Bavaria,  died  recently.     State  briefly  what  gave  him 

an  international  reputation. 

7.  Name  a  bishop  recently  elected  by  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church. 

8.  Who  is  Cecil  Rhodes,  and  what  has  recently  directed  public  attention  to  him? 

9.  What  action  did  President  Cleveland  recently  take  on  the  National  Civil  Service? 
10.  Mention  two  topics  discussed  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  In 

his  recent  annual  report. 

June  5,  1896— Second  and  Third  Grades 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Reduce  to  integers  of  lower  denominations  (a)  3-7  miles,  (b)  .064375  A. 

2.  Write  in  words  a  number  containing  six  units  of  the  fifth  integral  order,  eight  of 

the  fourth,  five  of  the  second,  one  of  the  first,  four  of  the  third  decimal  order,  and 
five  of  the  fifth. 
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5.  Required  the  base  of  a  right-angled  triangle  whose  hypotenuse  is  161-4  feet  and 

perpendicular  9  8-4  feet. 

4.   )44  — 14X2+ (16  +  5) -^71X12  —  8X1  =  1 

6.  How  many  pounds  of  flour  will  be  required  to  make  1.000  pounds  of  bread,  it  the 

bread  weigh  30  per  cent,  more  than  the  flour  used? 

6.  If  an  agent  receives  |1,092  to  buy  pork,  how  many  pounds  at  61-2  cents  a  pound 

can  he  buy  and  retain  his  commission  of  6  per  cent,  for  buying? 

7.  How  much  must  be  invested  in  U.  S.  5's  at  113  1-2  to  secure  an  annual  income  of  $175? 

8.  If  5  men  In  12  1-4  days  consume  36  8-4  pounds  of  bread,  In  how  many  days  will  U 

men  consume  22  pounds?    State  and  solve  by  proportion. 

9.  Find  the  proceeds  of  a  note  for  $292.78  discounted  at  bank,  fbr  36  dajrs,  at  6  per  cent 

per  annum,  exact  Interest  method. 
10.  How  many  square  feet  of  lumber  are  required  for  76  rods  of  strip  board  fence,  tlM 
four  strips  being  7  inches,  6  inches,  6  Inches  and  4  inches  wide,  respectively? 

GBOGRAPHT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  IL 

1.  (a)  Do  degrees  of  latitude  vary  in  length?    (b)  Do  degrees  of  longitude?    (c)  Explain 

your  answers. 

2.  What  chief  natural  causes  have  contributed  to  the  growth  (a)  of  New  York  city; 

(b)  of  Buffalo? 

3.  Name  and  locate  the  capitals  of  the  following:    (a)  Spain,  (b)  Japan,  (c)  Brazil,  (d) 

Washington,  (e)  West  Virginia. 

4.  (a)  Name  three  rivers  of  New  York  which  flow  Into  Lake  Ontario;  (b)  two  which 

flow  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 
6.  Locate  the  following  cities  and  tell  for  what  each  is  noted:   (a)  Paterson,  (b)  Trenton, 

(c)  St  Louis,  (d)  New  Orleans,  (e)  Cologne. 

6.  Deflne  (a)  peninsula,  (b)  geyser,  (c)  strait,  (d)  glacier,  (e)  delta. 

7.  For  what  is  each  of  the  following  noted:    (a)  Vesuvius,  (b)  St.  Helena,  (o)  Hawaiian 

Islands? 

8.  What  waters  are  connected  by  the  following  straits:    (a)  Hudson,  (b)  Gibraltar,  (c) 

Dover,  (d)  Messina,  (e)  Magellan? 

9.  (a)  Name  four  large  rivers  which  rise  in  the  Alps,  and  (b)  describe  two  of  them. 
10.  Mention  three  divisions  of  the  subject  of  geography  and  the  province  of  each. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  paper,  properly 
numbered  from  one  to  fifty,  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that 
words  should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 

Each  of  the  following  words  has  two  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  tolling.  14.  daunted 

2.  squire.  15.  apertures 

3.  achievementa  16.  antique 

4.  musical  17.  tranquil 

5.  amateur  18.  Issued 

6.  rejoicing  19.  pastor 

7.  hounda  20.  sleek. 

8.  curioua  21.  filbert 

9.  liable.  22.  skirts 

10.  accident  23.  Bible. 
U.  capricious  24.  buckles 

12.  parsonage  26.  enormous 

13.  coeval  26.  estate 
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27.  complete.  39.  oatrich. 

28.  scarcely  40.  warrtor 

29.  IndefaUgable  4L  ancient 
80.  obllYioa  42.  nothlns 
8L  aymmetxicaL  43.  pretty 

82.  merely  44.  cryatallUa 

88.  Index.  45.  loiter. 

84.  secrete  4<.  anthem 

86.  reflected  47.  muslclaa 

86.  Inquiry  48.  relieve 

87.  tenacioua.  49.  flurried. 

88.  obliged.  60.  spectaclea 

P.  M. 

GRAMMAR 

1  Some  ran  to  the  boat  to  recover  their  arma;  two  dla- 

2  charged  their  muaketa  at  random;  while  othera,  with 
8  more  aelf-poaaesslon,  held  their  loaded  guns,  ready  to 
4  shoot  any  Indian  who  should  approach,  and  urged  their 
6  companions  not  to  fire  without  deliberate  aim.    For  aome 

6  momenta   the   conflict   raged  —  the   Indians   being  very 

7  cautious  not  to  expose  themselves,  and  the  Pilgrims  send- 

8  ing  their  bullets  with  unerring  aim,  wherever  they  could 

9  catch  sight  of  the  foe. 

JOHN  8.  C.   ABBOTT. 

The  first  eight  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  In  answer  x>aper8,  it  la  recommended 
that  candidatea  observe  the  following  auggestions: 

L  Clauses  are  principal  and  subordinate.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subject 
clauaea;  (b)  objective  clauses;  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

8.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predieata. 

8.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name  the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.  In 
like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifying  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjective,  ad- 
verbial, etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

6.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the 
agreement  with  its  antecedent. 

8.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reaaon  tor  IL 

7.  Verba  are  divided  into  two  claases,  viz..  transitive  and  intransitive.  A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  In  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give 
the  special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify,  according  to  note  1,  the  following  clauses:    (a)  "  Two  discharged  "  (llnea 

1-2);   (b)   "others  held"   (lines  2-3);   (c)  "Who  should  approach"   (line  4);  (d) 
"  Confilct  raged  "  (line  6);  (e)  "  They  could  catch  "  (lines  8-9). 

2.  Give  two  modifiers  each  of  (a)  "  discharged  "  (line  1);  (b)  "  to  expose  "  (line  7). 
8.  Select  two  infinitives  each  modifying  an  adjective. 

4.  Select  (a)  two  present  participles;  (b)  one  perfect  participle,  all  used  adjectively. 
6.  (a)  Select  two  adjective  pronouns,    (b)  Select  another  word  belonging  to  the 
class,  but  here  used  only  as  an  adjective. 
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<.  Select  (a)  a  relative  pronoun;  (b)  a  simple  personal  pronoun;  (c)  a  compound  personal 
pronoun. 

7.  Give  the  syntax  of  (a)  "arms"  (line  1);  (b)  "others"  Olne  2);  (c)  "Pilgrims" 

(line  7);  (d)  "their"  Oine  8). 

8.  Select    (a)    t^o   adjectives    in   the   positive   degree;    (b)  one   in    the    comparativ* 

degree. 

9.  Give  the  four  principal  parts  of  two  irregular  verbs  —  naming  the  parts. 
10.  Write  a  sentence  whose  subject  is  a  clause. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

Summer  Resorts. 
Good  Roads. 

A  Day's  Experience  as  a  School  Teacher., 
A  Model  School  Library. 
Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  to 
three  points. 

1.  The  matter,  i.  e..  the  thought  expressed. 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used. 

S.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 
appearance. 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND    HYGIENE 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Name  and  locate  the  three  long  bones  of  the  arm.. 

2.  (a)  What  means  has  nature  provided  for  arresting  the  flow  of  blood  from  wounds? 

(b)  What  artiflclal  means  are  employed? 

2.  The  statement  is  often  made  that  the  arteries  contain  arterial  blood  and  the  veins 
venous  blood.    Give  the  exceptions  to  this  general  statement. 

4.  Mention  four  of  the  large  vital  organs  whose  freedom  of  action  is  diminished  by 

the  pressure  imposed  by  tight  lacing. 

5.  (a)  By  what  means  is  the  food  prevented  from  entering  the  trachea?    (b)  How  is 

the  blood  prevented  from  flowing  backward  in  the  veins?    (o)  How  is  the  food 
propelled  onward  in  the  alimentary  canal? 
C  Give  an  example  Illustrating  the  proper  use  of  the  terms:  (a)  excretion;  (b)  secretion; 

(c)  assimilation.. 

7.  Mention  two  injurious  effects  liable  to  result  from  wearing  high  heeled  shoes. 

8.  What  point  of  similarity  exists  between  the  kidneys  and  the  skin  in  respect  to 

functions? 
$,  Why  is  it  important  to  rub  the  skin  briskly  after  a  cold  bath? 

10.  In  many  countries  and  states  laws  have  been  enacted  forbidding  the  furnishing  of 
tobacco  to  boys  under  16  or  18  years  of  age.  Explain  the  wisdom  of  this  age 
limit. 

Thursday,  January  16,  1896— Training  Glass 

A.  M. 

CIVIL   GOVERNMENT 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Mention  the  necessary  qualiflcations,  and  the  mode  of  election  of  a  member  of  thtf 

House  of  Representatives. 

2.  (a)  What  constitutes   treason   against   the   United   States?    (b)   What   evidence   la 

necessary  to  prove  treason? 
2.  Mention  one  method  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  its 

own  amendment. 
4.  Distinguish  between  an  indictment  and  a  conviction. 
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E.  (a)  Bhould  an  owner  ot  prapertr  who  baa  no  ehlldran  b«  oblls«d  to  pair  ■>  aehool 

taxi    (b)  OlTe  reason  (or  your  anawsr. 
f.  (a)  Wbat  U  Indirect  taxation  T    (b)  Illiutrate. 
7.  It  la  not  Goneldered  good  poller  tor  a  ■overninent  t 

(.  Mention  two  metboda  ot  railing  revenue  tor  the  tedsral  EOTemment. 
t.  (a)  Wtiat  li  an  ei  post  tacto  lawt    (b)  Wbj  doei  (be  Cooatttutlon  [orbld  ant 
VL  Ifentlon  two  powen  wblcb  tbe  Constitution  slvei  to  eltber  bonae  In  case  li 
a  tnajorltr  la  pnwent. 

DRAWINO 
Each  o(  tbe  (ollovlas  queatladi  baa  10  credlta  aaal<n«d  to  It. 
All  geometric  work,  mcb  aa  working-drawl  nga,  pattern!,  com 
dealgna  moat  be  accunte  and  drawn  with  tbe  aid  ot  toola. 
Sketehlog  and  ibadlag  ifaould  tw  done  with  a  loft  penetl  on  drawlDg  pver. 
Leave  all  perspective  proota  In  plclorlal  work. 
Tbe  meuure  oC  all  work  aball  be  at  leait  one  Incb.. 

L  (a)  How  are  tbe  Intennedlate  huaa  of  the  apectrum  produced?  (b)  Name 
In  the  apectrum  between  irellow  and  green,  (c)  Wbat  term  la  applied  I 
wblcb  baa  bean  modlded  bj  whUaT  (d>  Wbat  term  la  applied  to  ■  colm- 1 
bean  modlBed  b|r  blaokT 
1.  (a)  CopT  outline  and  name  the  lolld  luggeeted.  (b)  Uodltr  oopr  to  rapreac 
baakat,  and  add  ume  trult  lying  beilde  the  baaket. 


D  tax  Ita  own  booda.    Whr  la 


reDttonaUaaUoDa.  and 


(a)  Draw  plan  and  elevation  o(  tbe  truatum  ot  a  cone  la  the  poaltlon  Indicated  la 
tbe  aketcb,  and  connect  to  abow  relation  ot  parla.  (b)  Draw  plan  and  elaratloa 
ot  tbe  truitum  revaraed,  aa  In  the  aketcb,  and  connect  to  abow  relation  ol  parta. 


a  (ruBtum  represented  In  queitlon  No.  1. 


Uniforu  Exauimations 


4.  Copr  tbe  akitch  uid  o 


1.  Ui*  til*  slTeii  unit  In  a  border  to  llluitrate  alternation  of  poalUon. 
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L  {«)  Hodllj'  tha  autllae  ol  tbe  crltadcr  la  raprMent  a  tin  pall,  attaehliiB  bandle  ti 
Che  pill  at  1  and  1,  In  an  uprliht  poiltlon.  (b)  Show  br  a  dotud  Una  how  thi 
baodl*  would  appear  It  attached  at  I  and  1. 


Unipobu  Exauinations 


10.  Copy  ikateh. 


ART  OP  QUBSTIONINO 
ullowlDK  queitlODS  luis  10  credlU  uilsced  to  IL 


1.  Nama  two  aodi  to  ba  ■ttalned  br  proper  quMtlonlng. 

t,  NuDB  two  luDdameutal  cbaracterlsdc*  of  proper  queitiont. 

L  Wbac  dou  an  aoiwer  cndlDc  irltb  the  rlBtcg  InBectloa  IndtcaMT 

^,  state  an  objection  to  queatloulng  puplla  In  rotation. 

(■  Qlva  an  example  ot  ao  altarnitiTe  duutlao,  and  ilate  wbr  It  ihould  not  ba  C 
to  taat  a  puptl'a 
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6.  Give  an  example  of  a  leading  question. 

7.  Under  what  conditions  are  concert  recitation  advantageous? 

8.  State  an  objection  to  concert  recitation. 

9.  Name  two  classes  of  improper  test  questions. 

10.  A  teacher  wishing  to  bring  out  the  fact  that  General  Grant  wrote  his  memoirs,  asks: 
"  What  did  General  Grant  do  after  he  was  President?  "  (a)  Why  is  the  question 
objectionable?    (b)  Suggest  some  proper  question  to  obtain  the  required  answer. 

P.  M. 

AMERICAN  HISTORY 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Did  the  Puritans  come  to  America  in  order  to  establish  a  colony  in  which  all  citi- 

zens should  enjoy  religious  liberty?    Give  a  reason  for  the  answer. 

2.  (a)  Mention  a  colony  which  was  under  a  proprietor  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 

and  (b)  name  the  original  proprietor. 

3.  Mention  instances  in  colonial  history  which  show  that  the  murderous  attacks  of  the 

Indians  did  not  occur  when  they  were  fairly  treated. 

4.  In  1776  the  British  army  failed  to  reach  Philadelphia  from  New  York  by  marching 

through  New  Jersey.     Describe  briefly  the  route  by  which  that  army   reached 
Philadelphia  in  1777. 
6.  Make  an  outline  map  of  the  United  States  and  indicate  territory  bought  of  France 
in  1803. 

6.  What  international  difilculty  was  brought  about  by  the  annexation  of  Texas? 

7.  (a)  What  was  John  Brown's  object  in  seizing  Harper's  Ferry?     (b)  What  circum- 

stance made  that  place  favorable  to  his  purpose? 

8.  The  declared  policy  of  the  government  at  the  opening  of  the  civil  war  was,  1st,  to 

take  Richmond;  2d,  to  establish  a  recognized  blockade  of  the  southern  ports;  8d, 
to  secure  possession  of  the  Mississippi  rlyer.  In  what  order  were  these  results 
effected? 

9.  (a)  How  many  years  has  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  been  in  force?    (b) 

About  how  long  has  New  York  been  a  State? 

10.  Among  the  important  acts  of  congressional  legislation  during  the  last  decade  are 

the  interstate  commerce  act,  the  lottery  law  and  the  international  copyright  act. 
Explain  the  import  of  any  one  of  these  acts. 

CURRENT  TOPICS 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  (a)  What  is  the  number  of  the  present  Congress  and  when  did  it  convene?    (b)  Who 

was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives? 

2.  Name  two  questions  discussed  by  President  Cleveland  in  his  annual  message. 

3.  Since  transmitting  his  annual  message  to  Congress  the  President  has  transmitted 

two  special  messages  to  Congress.  Of  what  did  each  of  these  special  messages 
treat? 

4.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  Venezuelan  trouble? 

5.  (a)  By  what  method  has  the  United  States  proposed  a  settlement  of  this  matter? 

(b)  What  is  the  attitude  of  Great  Britain  on  this  proposition? 

6.  (a)   Who  was  recently  appointed  Associate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme 

Court?    (b)  What  position  did  he  hold  at  the  time  of  his  appointment? 

7.  (a)  Who  are  the  Armenians?    (b)  What  is  meant  by  "Armenian  outrages?  " 

8.  What  European  powers  are  negotiating  with  the  Turkish  government  in  relation  to 

these  outrages? 

9.  What  distinguished  citizen  died  in  December  who  had  been  prominently  Identified 

with  the  public  aCTairs  of  his  State  and  the  Nation? 

10.  (a)  What  is  the  object  sought  by  the  Cuban  patriots  in  the  present  insurrection  in 

that  country?    (b)  What  advance  have  the  patriots  made? 
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methods  and  school  economy 

Each  of  the  following  queBtions  has  5  credits  assigned  to  it. 

L  Mention  two  results  to  be  obtained  from  teaching  primary  reading. 

2.  State  how  pupils' may  be  led  to  read  in  an  ordinary,  conversational  tone. 

8.  State  an  ^objection  to  encouraging  pupils  to  follow  the  reading,  for  the  purpose  of 

detecting  and  reporting  verbal  mistakes. 
4.  State  an  objection  to  the  use  of  a  school  history  as  a  reading  book. 
6.  State  an  objection  to  judging  the  pupil's  proficiency  in  arithmetic  by  written  solu- 

tions  brought  to  the  class. 

6.  Illustrate  in  two  ways  the  division  of  one  fraction  by  another. 

7.  Illustrate  two  methods  of  finding  the  least  common  multiple  of  108  and  72. 

8.  Some  pupils  who  reason  well  fail  to  do  good  work  in  the  solution  of  problems* 

(a)  What  is  the  cause?    (b)  What  Is  a  remedy? 

9.  Name  an  advantage  that  accrues  from  recitations  in  which  the  pupil  is  required  to 

give  the  several  steps  in  the  solution  of  problems  instead  of  performing  the  operation. 
10.  If  the  moulding-board  be  used  by  the  pupil,  what  should  be  the  purpose  of  its  uset 
U.  Why  should  drill  follow  the  development  of  an  idea? 

12.  Give  two  devices  to  aid  habitually  bad  spellers. 

13.  What  work  in  history  may  be  done  previous  to  the  study  of  a  text-book  in  United 

States  History? 

14.  State  a  plan  for  teaching  current  topics. 

16.  The  faculty  of  the  mind  commonly  used  in  the  study  of  geography  is  memory;  what 
other  faculties  should  be  cultivated? 

16.  Should  the  pupil  first  study  from  maps,  or  should  he  be  required  to  make  maps  of 

localities  within  his  field  of  vision?    Give  reason  for  your  answer. 

17.  How  would  you  develop  the  idea  of  a  pattern? 

18.  In  connection  with  what  subject  of  study  should  children  be  taught  color?    Why? 

19.  How  would  you  explain  why  the  earth  appears  flat  to  the  observer? 

20.  Multiply  348  by  123.    Explain  why  the  first  figure  of  each  partial  product  is  placed 

under  the  figure  used  as  the  multiplier. 

Friday,  January  17,  1896— Training  ClaM 

A.  M. 
ARITHMETIC 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Write  (a)  in  Arabic  notation,  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  eight-hundredths:  (b)  in 

words,  65-701  and  201-136. 

2.  Illustrate  three  methods  of  finding  the  greatest  common  divisor  of  72.  108,  and  234. 

3.  Divide  (a)  three  tenmillionths  by  five  handred-tbontandtbs;  (b)  %%  by  iM* 

3071 

4.  A  fruit  peddler  sold  41  oranges  at  5  cents  each,  and  68  lemons  at  4  cents  each,  after 

which  he  invested  one- third  of  his  receipts  from  sales  in  bananas.    Required  the 
amount  paid  for  bananas.     Using  the  required  signs  of  operation,  arrange  the 
numbers  in  the  form  of  an  equation  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  problem. 
6.  Express  5-16  per  cent,  as  (a)  a  decimal ;  (b)  a  common  fraction  in  its  lowest  terms. 

6.  Find  the  altitude  of  a  right-angled  triangle  whose  hypotenuse  is  366  feet  and  base 

is  360  feet. 

7.  A  bought  a  2-7  Interest  in  a  coasting  vessel,  and  sold  2-3  of  his  interest  to  B,  who 

afterward  sold  3-4  of  his  interest  to  C  for  $2,116.    Find  the  value  of  the  vessel  at 
the  rate  paid  by  C. 

8.  The  principal  is  $930.  the  interest  is  $115.32,  and  the  rate  Is  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Find  the  time. 

9.  A  note  for  $500  and  interest  was  given  at  Duffalo,  N.  T.,  for  one  year,  and  after 

having  run  seven  months  was  discounted  at  a  Buffalo  bank.    Find  the  proceeds. 
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10.  The  interest  on  a  certain  sum  for  1  yr.,  at  6  per  cent.,  is  |90.    Find  the  intereit  on 
the  same  sum  for  4  mo.  8  da.,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum.    (Solve  by  proportion.) 

OEOORAPHT 

Bach  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

L  Name  each  sone  and  give  its  width  in  degrees. 

2.  What  is  meant  (a)  by  the  latitude  of  a  place;  (b)  by  the  longitude? 

8.  What  counties  of  New  York  border  on  Lake  Ontario? 

4.  Give  the  shortest  all-water  route  from  Liverpool  to  Constantinople. 

6.  Mention  the  chief  seaport  of  (a)  Rhode  Island;  (b)  Maryland;  (c)  Texas;  (d)  Argentine 

Republic;  (e)  Scotland. 
8.  What  States  border  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi? 

7.  Locate  the  following  islands:    (a)  New  Guinea;  (b)  Orkney;  (c)  Balearic. 

8.  (a)  To  what  government  does  Cuba  belong?    (b)  Name  four  chief  exports  of  Cuba. 

9.  Name  two  natural  causes  which  have  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain. 
10.  (a)  Name  two  advantages  of  a  coast  line  with  deep  indentations,     (b)  Name  some 

grand  division  in  illustration. 

HISTORY  OF  EDUCATION 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  (a)  Name  one  Greek  and  one  Roman  educator,  (b)  State  some  idea  concerning  educa- 
tion for  which  each  was  noted. 

8.  Name  two  distinguished  teachers  of  the  16th  century,  and  give  a  characteristic  of 
each. 

8.  State  some  way  in  which  the  cause  of  education  has  been  furthered  by  each  of  the 
following:    Martin  Luther,  Thomas  Arnold,  Horace  Mann,  David  Page. 

4.  (a)  About  what  time  were  the  Jesuit  schools  established?  (b)  State  two  character- 
istics that  made  their  educational  work  effective. 

6.  Name  an  educational  work  of  each  of  the  following  men:    Comenius.  Locke,  Spencer. 

6.  What  is  the  title  of  Rousseau's  great  educational  work?    Describe  briefly  the  early 

training  of  the  principal  character  therein. 

7.  What  are  the  principal  features  of  kindergarten  education?    What  great  educator  is 

regarded  as  the  founder  of  this  system? 

8.  Give  the  leading  facts  in  the  life  of  Pestalozzl. 

9.  What  Is  the  oldest  college  in  the  State  of  New  York?    In  what  year  was  it  founded? 

What  was  its  original  name?    Where  is  it  located? 
10.  In  what  year  were  the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  New  York  made  free?    Name 
four  important  measures  that  have  since  been  adopted  to  promote  education  in 
this  State. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  paper,  properly 
numbered  from  one  to  fifty,  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that 
words  should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 

Each  of  the  following  has  two  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  comparative  10.  statue 

2.  marriageable  11.  terminal 
8.  palisade  12.  massacre. 
4.  defiance  13.  seize 

6.  Harriet  14.  material 

6.  summary  15.  supersede 

7.  uncoDBclous  16.  enthusiast 

8.  paralysis  17.  weird 

9.  mortgage  18.  beauty 
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19.  cemetery  85.  intercede 

50.  UDprecedented  86.  ptuurm&cy 

21.  compelled  37.  defendant 

22.  muciUge  38.  materialise 

23.  pemicioua  39.  advisable. 

24.  allege  40.  physician 

25.  curtain  41.  tournament 

26.  burglar  42.  carbonaceoua 

27.  immorUl  43.  diseased. 

28.  deceit  44.  inducing 

29.  fanatic  45.  exercises. 
80.  singeing  46.  prlTilege 

51.  millinery  47.  lens 

82.  beginning  48.  voIunUry 

88.  arraigned  49.  perspiration 

■S4.  comptroller  50.  capillary 

P.  M. 
GRAMMAR 

1  Cortes,  while  he  urged  his  own  sovereign's  commands  as  a  reason  for 

2  disregarding  the  wishes  of  Montezuma,  uttered  expressions  of  the  most 

3  profound  respect  for  the  Aztec  prince,  and  declared  that  if  he  had  not  the 

4  means  of  requiting  his  munificence,  as  he  could  wish,  at  present,  he  trusted 

5  to  repay  him,  at  some  future  day,  with  good  works. 

W.  H.  PRBSCOTT. 

The  first  seven  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  in  answer  papers,  it  is  recommended 
that  candidates  observe  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Clauses  are  principal  or  subordinate.  Subordinate  clauses  include  (a)  subject  clauses; 
(b)  objective  clauses:  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

2.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 
S.  In  giving  modifiers,  if  words,  name  the  parts  of  speech  to  which  they  belong.    In 

like   manner   state    the   character   of   modifying   phrases   and    clauses,   as   adjective, 
adverbial,  etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

5.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  num- 
ber, gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the 
agreement  with  its  antecedent. 

6.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  it. 

7.  Verbs  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz..  transitive  and  intransitive.  A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregular, 
transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  Infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Classify  the  following  clauses  according  to  note  1:     (a)  Cortes  uttered  Olnes  1-2); 

(b)  he  urged  (line  1);  (c)  he  had  (line  3);  (d)  he  could  wish  (line  4);  (e)  he  trusted 
(line  4). 

2.  (a)  Of  what  is  Cortes  (line  1)  the  subject?     (b)  Give  three  modifiers  of  requiting 

(line  4). 
8.  State  what  each  of  the  following  phrases  modifies:  (a)  for  prince  (line  3);  (b)  at  day 

(line  5);  (c)  with  works  (line  6). 
4.  What  part  of  speech  Is  each  of  the  following  words?     (a)  while  (line  1);  (b)  own 

(line  1);  (c)  most  (line  2);  (d)  that  (line  3);  (e)  as  (line  4). 
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6.  Select  (a)  an  inflnitive;  (b)  a  participle. 

6.  Select  a  verb  In  (a)  the  potential  mode;  (b)  the  subjunctive  mode;  (c)  the  IndlcatlT* 

mode. 

7.  Give  syntax  of  (a)  sovereign's  (line  1);  (b)  munificence  (line  4);  (c)  wishes  (line  2). 

8.  Give  the  synopsis  (third  person,  singular)  of  the  verb  give,  in  all  the  tenses  of  the 

indicative  mode,  naming  the  several  tenses. 

9.  Illustrate  the  use  of  a  noun  used  (a)  as  the  subject  of  a  finite  verb;  (b)  as  nomina- 

tive, independent  (absolute);  (c)  as  attribute  (predicate  noun). 
10.  Write  a  sentence  having  at  least  two  subordinate  clauses,  and  state  what  each  sub- 
ordinate clause  modifies. 

COMPOSITION 
Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

L  Daily  Papers. 

2.  Patriotism. 

3.  Advantages  of  Country  Life. 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  te 
three  points. 

1.  The  matter,  i.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed. 

2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used. 

3.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals  and  general 

appearance. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  State  how  nature  provides  for  the  protection  of  (a)  the  heart;  (b)  the  eye;  (c)  the 

arteries. 

2.  Describe  the  biceps  muscle  as  to  (a)  its  structure:  (b)  its  means  of  attachment  to 

the  bones;  (c)  its  mode  of  operation. 
8.  Describe  the  crystalline  lens  as  to  (a)  its  position  relative  to  other  parts  of  the  eye; 
(b)  its  form,    (c)  State  its  function. 

4.  What  means  is  provided  for  keeping  (a)  the  skin  soft;  (b)  the  eyes  moist;  (c)  the 

Joints  lubricated? 
B,  Show  how  tight  lacing  interferes  with  the  proper  oxygenation  of  the  blood. 

6.  Why  are  out-door  sports  generally  more  healthful  than  gymnastic  execises  in-doorsT 

7.  Classify  the  following  food  substances  as  nitrogenous  or  carbonaceous  (non-nitro- 

genous): fibrin,  sugar,  casein,  fat,  starch,  albumen. 

8.  When  the  kidneys  are  diseased  so  that  their  power  of  excretion  is  partially  destroyed, 

why  do  physicians  seek  to  relieve  the  system  by  inducing  active  perspiration? 

9.  What  is  the  function  of  (a)  the  pulmonary  artery;  (b)  the  portal  vein? 

10.  What  harmful  effects  are  frequently  produced  upon  the  heart  by  the  excessive  use 
of  tobacco? 

June  10,  1896— Training  Class 

A.  M. 

HISTORY  OF  EDUCATION 

1.  Characterize  briefly  (in  a  general  way)  the  education  of  the  Israelites  (Jews),  the 

Greek  (Athenians),  and  the  Romans. 

2.  For  what  is  each  of  the  following  persons  specially  noted  as  educators:    (a)  Buclid; 

(b)  Orube;  (c)  Quintilian;  (d)  Arnold;  (e)  Charlemagne. 

3.  Sketch  the  life  of  (&)  Frledrich  Froebel;  (b)  Horace  Mann. 

4.  State  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  Renaissance.    About  what  time  did  it  occur? 
6.  Select  any  five  of  following  names  and  give  the  title  of  an  important  educational 

wcMTk  of  which  each  was  the  author:     Comenius,  Pestalossi,  Quick,  Plato,  Quin- 
tilian. Spencer,  Locke,  Fenelon. 
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^  Make  a  brief  statement  shewing  the  general  cliaracter  of  education  during  the 
middle  ages. 

7.  With  what  Important  act  In  connection  with  the  public  schools  of  New  York  Is  the 

name  of  (a)  Oovernor  George  Clinton  connected;  (b)  Superintendent  Andrew  S. 
Draper?   About  what  time  did  each  occur? 

8.  State  three  principles  of  education  enunciated  by  Pestalozzl. 

9.  Name  a  prominent  educator  of  the  sixteenth  century,  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and 

of  the  eighteenth  century. 
10.  (a)  Where  and  about  what  time  was  the  first  normal  school  In  the  State  established? 

(b)  Who  was  Its  first  principal  and  of  what  educational  work  was  he  the  author? 

(c)  Locate  five  other  normal  schools,    (d)  Name  and  locate  four  colleges  of  the  State. 

SOHOOL  MANAGEMENT  AND  SCHOOL  LAW 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  six  and  two- thirds  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  What  remedy  has  the  teacher  in  case  the  parent  insists  on  disturbing  the  work  of 
the  school? 

^  Name  two  causes  for  which  a  district  may  forfeit  all  or  part  of  Its  public  money. 

Z.  Name  the  legal  holidays  In  this  State.  State  the  provision  of  school  law  with  regard 
to  keeping  school  on  holidays. 

4.  State  with  regard  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (a)  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion and  term  of  office;  (b)  three  of  his  chief  duties. 

B.  In  a  district  having  three  trustees,  when  can  two  of  them  legally  do  business? 

6.  Does  the  compulsory  attendance  law  deprive  the  teacher  or  trustee  of  the  power  of 

suspension?    Explain  your  answer. 

7.  Name  the  different  kinds  of  teachers'  licenses. 

8.  Where  does  the  authority  of  the  teacher  over  pupils  begin  and  end? 

9.  State  an  advantage  of  an  ungraded  school  over  a  graded  one. 
10.  State  an  advantage  of  a  graded  school  over  an  ungraded  one. 

U.  Should  the  opening  for  removing  air  be  at  the  top  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  room? 

Give  a  reason  for  your  answer. 
12.  What  should  be  the  chief  purpose  of  school  discipline  as  regards  the  individual? 
18.  State  an  objection  to  school  entertainments  and  exhibitions. 

14.  State  an  advantage  of  school  entertainments  and  exhibitions. 

15.  Whlc&  should  be  the  more  Important  purpose  of  school  punishment,  to  reform  the 

wrong-doer,  or  to  deter  others  from  wrong-doing?    Give  a  reason  for  your  answer. 

P.  M. 

ART   OP   QUESTIONING 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Give  an  objection  to  stating  the  question  after  naming  the  pupil  who  is  expected  to 

answer. 

2.  When  are  direct  questions  permissible? 

8.  Should  the  teacher  ever  appear  to  disagree  with  a  correct  statement  or  answer  of 
the  pupil?    Give  a  reason  for  your  answer. 

4.  Mention  two  important  principles  underlying  the  art  of  questioning. 

5.  State  an  advantage  of  asking  questions  In  form  unlike  those  of  the  text-book. 

-6.  State  two  objections  to  requiring  the  pupils  to  answer  invariably  In  complete 
sentences. 

7.  Why  should  not  children  be  asked  questions  to  which  the  teacher  has  no  reasonable 

right  to  expect  an  answer? 

8.  State  objections  to  the  following  question:    "  What  do  you  think  of  the  Civil  war?  " 
S.  *'  Is  there  any  one  here  who  can  tell  me  in  what  direction  one  must  look  to  see  the 

sun  come  up  above  the  horizon?  "    Why  is  this  an  improper  question?    Put  It  In 
proper  form. 
iO.  Give  an  example  of  an  ambiguous  question. 
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american  history 

Each  of  the  following  quMtions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Did  the  Indians  of  North  America  depend  for  food  npon  the  flesh  of  domesticated 

animals?    Give  facts  in  support  of  the  answer. 

2.  Give  an  account  of  the  explorations  of  La  Salle. 

8.  (a)  In  what  part  of  Connecticut  were  the  first  English  settlements  made?  (b)  What 
people  had  established  a  military  post  prsTiously  in  that  territory? 

4.  The  colonies  were  taxed  in  1765  in  order  to  raise  money  to  pay  certain  debts.  What 
was  the  origin  of  these  debts? 

6.  What  special  serrice  was  rendered  the  cause  of  the  ReTolution  by  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons:  Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  George  Rogers  Clark,  Baron 
Steuben?   Select  for  answer  any  two  of  the  four  mentioned  names. 

6.  How  did  the  territory  bought  of  France  in  1808  compare  in  area  with  the  entire  terri- 

tory of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  purchase? 

7.  What  concession  was  made  to  the  anti-slavery  interests  by  the  Missouri  compromise? 

8.  (a)  Who  was  elected  President  in  1864?    (b)  What  was  the  issue  of  the  presidential 

campaign? 

9.  The  surrender  of  what  general  virtually  brought  to  a  close  (a)  the  Revolution,  (b)  th* 

Civil  war? 
10.  Locate  in  the  first,  second,  third  or  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  century  each  of 
the  following  events:    (a)  The  building  of  the  first  railroad  in  this  State;  (b)  the 
completion  of  the  first  railroad  to  the  Pacific  coast;  (c)  the  building  of  the  Brie 
canal;  (d)  the  building  of  the  Brooklyn  bridge. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 

Note.— All  the  words  should  be  written  on  one  page  of  the  answer  paper,  properly 
numbered  from  one  to  fifty,  inclusive.  Commissioners  should  announce  to  class  that 
words  should  begin  with  small  letters  unless  proper  names  are  used. 

1.  perceiving  26.  Tuesday 

2.  seemed  27.  acquitted 
8.  preceding  28.  chapel 

4.  identity  29.  decorum 

6.  choir.'  30.  voicea 

6.  carol  31.  gratified 

7.  beautiful  32.  particularly 

8.  losa  33.  grateful 

9.  serapha  84.  stanza 

10.  gallery  35.  glistening. 

11.  triumph.  36.  exaltation 

12.  old-fashioned  37.  hearth 

13.  hospitality  38.  servica 

14.  conspired.  39.  serenity 

15.  sloping.  40.  prevalent 

16.  chimneya  41.  effeminacy 

17.  relief  42.  chlefiy 

18.  extremely  43.  phraseology 

19.  precipitated  44.  formal 

20.  vapor  45.  terraces 

21.  crystallization  46.  midst 

22.  robin.  47.  spaniel 

23.  piping  48.  establishment 

24.  querulous  49.  moulded 

25.  foliage  50.  balustrade 
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June  lly  1896 — Training  Class 

A*  M* 

CIYIL  GOVBRNMENT 

Bach  of  the  following  quoBtioiiB  hai  10  credits  atsigned  to  it. 

1.  What  are  three  chief  dutiei  of  the  Oovemor  of  this  State? 

X.  How  ia  the  conititutionality  of  any  law  determined? 

S.  What  proTliion  did  the  Federal  Constitution  make  for  ita  own  ratification? 

4.  The  Conititution  declares  that  members  of  Congress  shall,   in  certain   cases,   !>• 

exempt  from  arrest.    Give  reason  for  this  provision. 

5.  Name  five  political  divisions  in  which  you  live. 

6.  (a)  How  can  a  disagreement  between  two  States  be  settled?    (b)  For  what  purpose 

is  the  Court  of  Claims? 

7.  What  determines  the  number  of  electors  to  which  a  State  is  entitled  in  a  presidential 

election? 

8.  (a)  What  is  the  basis  of  representation  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  (b)  in 

the  House  of  Representatives? 

9.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  coroner? 

10.  Ordinarily  a  bill,   having  passed  both  houses,  becomes  a  law,   if  the   Governor 
neglects  to  sign  it  within  10  days.    What  exception  is  there  to  this  rule? 

DRAWING 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

All  geometric  work,  such  as  working-drawings,  patterns,  conventionalisations,  and 
designs,  must  be  accurate  and  drawn  with  the  aid  of  tools. 
Sketching  and  shading  should  be  done  with  a'  soft  pencil  on  drawing  paper. 
Leave  all  perspective  proofs  in  pictorial  work. 
The  measure  of  all  work  shall  be  at  least  one  inch. 

1.  (a)  If  two  tints  of  orange  are  combined  in  decoration,  what  name  is  applied  to  the 

harmony  produced?    (b)  Suggest  two  other  combinations  which  would   produce 
the  same  harmony. 

2.  (a)  Inscribe  a  regular  hexagon  in  a  circle,  the  diameter  of  which  is  2  inches.    (b> 

In  the  same  circle  inscribe  an  equilateral  triangle. 
S.  Copy  the  outline  and  finish  to  represent  a  peach  basket. 


4.  What  is  the   difTerence,    as   to   the  vanishing  points,    in  parallel   and   in  angular 
perspective? 


700  Dbpartmbnt  or  Fcblio  Instkijction 

S.  (a)  CoDT  th«  ikatcb  and  SdiI  tha  center  of  vldon  and  tb«  «re  IstsI.  (b)  Draw  to 
rapmant  ■  iquara  plinth,  of  tbe  aame  alia  aa  tha  baaa,  reatlut  upon  tb«  aanara 
prlam,  and  dlrectlj  ahOTe  tbe  baae. 


4.  X  and  T  are  tbe  perapacUve  poalUoaa  of  two  treei.    Tha  l««  at  X  will  be  repreaanUd 
IK  iDchea  higb.    Tbe  tr»a  at  Y  ti  tha  aame  helgbt  aa  tliat  at  X.    Draw   to 


D  Of  the  bat  repreaealed  In  tbe  iketcb. 


Uniform  Examinations 

t.  ConTestlanallM  tha  blouDm  npreieutad  tn  U]«  ilietcta. 


(a)  Tnce  tbe  ikcteh  auder  quaitlon  T  and  find  the  -rulBblnc  poluu  and  tba  (to 
]eva>  to  prove  ths  perapecClTe.  (b)  Add  dotted  llaea  to  lodlcate  tha  outUot  of  tba 
ln»  solid  at  which  tba  object  la  a  modlficatlan. 


P.  M. 

METHODS 
Bach  of  tba  roUowlns  queitJona  has  5  c  red  I  la  aialsnad 
L  Id  tbe  loirar  gradee,  wblcb  ibould  recalTe  Ore 

WhjT 
L  Slate  tbe  apaclal  advajitaie  oE  teacblng  youDg  < 

Id  vblcb  tbey  are  iDtereated. 
I.  Stale  the  apeclal  advantage  ct  raqulring  pDplli 

tbe  piiuclplei  ot  grammar. 
I.  How  la  good  language  acquired 


>  It. 
BttoDtlOD,  pbjraloIogT  or  bfglenat 

illdren  to  talk  treelr  alrant  object* 

llluatrattng 


e  Dear  the  aurlaco  and  that  tbe  artertei  a 
I  wrltteo  work. 


i.  How  can  It  be  abown  Ibat  tl 

deeper  under  tha  flealiT 
t.  Name  lour  polnta  to  which  ipeclal  care  abould  be  given 
I.  OutUos  a  language  leaaon  baaed  od  tbe  comparlaoD  ot  objecta. 
i.  Olve  tbe  cblel  reaaoD  wbjr  grammar  otlen  provei  such  an  unlntereetlag  and  unproflt- 

able  anblect  In  achool  work. 
I.  State  an  objecllon  to  giving  a  claas  eiamplea  of  talae  iTnlai  lor  correction. 
1.  Stale  an  advantage  ot  bavlng  pupllB  correct  eiamplea  o[  (alae  lynlax. 
L  Olva  a  reason  whr  a  peraoD  who  la  addicted  to  tbe  uae  ot  alcoholic  drlnli  abould 

sot  be  eoiplo^red  to  teacb  achool. 
E.  State  two  eaaeotlal  rsQulremenla  that  should  be  obaerred  In  oral  spelling. 
L  Id  tbe  spelling  recitation,  abould  tbe  leocber  pronounce  a  word  more  than  oncaT 

OlTfl  a  reaaon  tor  fout  anawer. 
I.  Mention  two  waya  In  wblcb  apelllog  can  be  taught  outside  ot  tba  apelling  claas. 
S.  Stats  an  argument  In  favor  ot  vertical  writing. 
I.  SUte  an  objecUon  to  vertical  wrlllag. 

I.  HentloD  two  ways  ot  teacbing  the  coatings  ot  tbe  eye  obJecUvelr. 
S.  Btata  an  argument  In  tavor  of  dissecting  animals  acd  porta  oE  anlmala  betora  a 

class  In  physiology. 
>.  State  an  objection   to  dlisecllng  animals  and  parts  ot  animals  before  a  claaa  In 

pbyelology. 
D.  Bpeclfy  Ave  drawings  In  pbyalology  that  tba  pupil  ma;  be  required  to  make  wlUi 

especial  proBt. 
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gbographt 

Bach  of  the  following  queitloni  hat  10  credits  aulgned  to  It. 

1.  (a)  What  two  motions  hat  the  earth?    (b)  What  Is  the  result  of  each  of  these 

motions? 

2.  (a)  In  what  three  respects  does  New  York  excel  any  other  State  of  the  Union?    (b) 

Name  in  order  the  five  largest  cities  of  New  York. 
Z,  (a)  What  are  the  three  chief  mineral  products  of  Pennsylvania?    (b)  What  is  the 
leading  manufacturing  industry  of  Pittsburg? 

4.  (a)  What  two  natural  causes  have  contributed  to  the  growth  of  Chicago;    (b)  of 

San  Francisco? 
6.  Trace  the  shortest  navigable  water  route  from  Montreal  to  Albany. 

6.  (a)  What  are  the  three  chief  rivers  of  South  America)    (b)  What  three  countries 

of  South  America  are  crossed  by  the  equator? 

7.  Locate  the  following  mountains,  (a)  Ural,  (b)  Caucasus,  (c)  Apennines,  (d)  Pyrenees, 

(e)  Hecla. 

8.  Locate,  and  tell  to  what  waters  the  following  seas  are  tributary:  (a)  ICarmora,  (b) 

White,  (c)  Okhotsk. 

9.  Name  three  great  railroad  routes  between  New  York  city  and  Buftalo. 

10.  For  what  are  the  following  cities  especially  noted:  (a)  Minneapolis,  (b)  Fall  River, 
(c)  Schenectady? 

CURRENT  TOPICS 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  (a)  What  is  the  "  Raines  Law?  "  (b)  Name  three  of  its  important  provisions. 

2.  A  measure  was  before  the  late  Legislature  known  as  the  "  Greater  New  York  BilL" 

(a)  Explain  what  this  measure  is.    (b)  Did  it  become  a  law? 

5.  (a)  What  scientific  discovery  has  been  made  by  Professor  ROntgen?    (b)  Explain 

what  you  understand  it  to  be. 
4.  Mention  three  important  subjects  discussed  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  in  his  recent  annual  report. 

6.  State  briefly  the  facts  relating  to  the  recent  calamity  that  befell  the  city  of  St 

Louis,  Mo^ 

6.  Upon  what  issues  will  the  next  presidential  campaign  probably  be  determined? 

7.  Name  three  important  educational  meetings  to  be  held  in  this  State  within  the 

next  four  weeks. 

8.  What  important  event  recently  occurred  at  Moscow? 

9.  (a)  With  what  organization  is  Miss  Clara  Barton  associated?    (b)  On  what  mission 

is  she  now  engaged? 
10.  (a)  Name  one  of  the  two  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  insurgent  forces  in  Cuba. 

(b)  Who  is  in  command  of  the  forces  of  Spain? 

June  12,   1896— Training  Glass 

A.  M. 

ARITHMETIC 
Each  of  the  followlDg  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it. 

1.  Reduce  1  bbl.  (31H  gallons)  to  bushels,  or  state  the  several  successive  steps  in  the 

operation. 

2.  Express  (a)  .00075  as  per  cent.;  (b)  5-7  per  cent  as  a  common  fraction;  (c)  127-302  in 

words. 
2.  Indicate  the  processes  necessary  to  the  solution  of  the  following  problem:  A  farmer 
sold  a  grocer  70  bushels  of  potatoes  at  18  cents,  and  8  barrels  of  flour  at  $4.25, 
receiving  In  payment  $40  in  cash  and  the  balance  in  sugar  at  5V&  cents  a  pound. 
How  much  sugar  did  he  receive? 
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4.  At  22  cents  a  iquare  yard,  how  much  will  be  the  cost  of  plastering  the  walls  and 

ceiling  of  a  room  16  feet  by  14  feet,  and  9  ft.  6  in.  high,  if  1-10  be  allowed  for 

openings? 
6.  A  bookseller  buys  a  bill  of  books  amounting  to  |120  at  40  per  cent,  b^ow  list  price, 

and  sells  them  16  per  cent  below  list  price.    What  per  cent,  does  he  gain  on  the 

investment? 

6.  A  stockman  paid  $47.26  premium  on  84  head  of  horses,  the  rate  being  1  1-4  per 

cent.    How  much  was  the  average  insurance  per  head? 

7.  A  speculator  sold  180  shares  of  Michigan  Central  R.  R.  stock  at  94  1-8,  and  invested 

the  proceeds  in  Harlem  R.  R.  stock  at  234  7-8,  paying  brokerage  1-8  per  cent, 
both  for  selling  and  buying.    How  many  shares  of  the  latter  stock  did  he  buy? 

8.  Reduce  the  couplet  | :  H  to  the  integral  form  in  its  lowest  terms. 

9.  A  retail  dealer  buys  goods  at  discounu  of  20  per  cent.,  8  per  cent.,  and  6  per  cent, 

and  sells  them  at  list  price.    Find  his  gain  per  cent  on  his  investment 
10.  Make  and  solve  a  problem  in  which  the  principal,  interest  and  time  (6  mo.  12  da.) 
are  given  to  find  the  rate  per  annum. 

PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE 
Each  of  the  following  questions  has  10  credits  assigned  to  it 

1.  (a)  Locate  and  describe  the  cornea,    (b)  State  the  function  of  the  iris. 

2.  What  separates  (a)  the  abdominal  cavity  from  the  thoracic  cavity;  (b)  the  outer 

from  the  middle  ear;  (c)  the  pharimx  from  the  larynx  during  the  act  of  swallowing? 
8.  Mention  four  organs  or  classes  of  organs  which  perform  their  functions  in  time  of 

sleep  as  well  as  in  time  of  waking. 
4.  When  a  person  has  taken  cold  why  is  it  important  to  put  the  skin,  especially,  in 

the  most  normal  and  healthful  condition  possible? 
6.  What  change  takes  place  in  the  composition  and  color  of  the  blood  as  it  passes  from 

the  left  ventricle  to  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart? 

6.  Mention  three  classes  of  food  substances  from  which  lime  is  derived  for  the  form- 

ation of  bone. 

7.  (a)  Locate  the  kidneys,  and  (b)  state  why  they  are  properly  called  illters. 

8.  Show  that  each  of  the  following  sometimes  serves  as  a  means  of  protection:  (a)  the 

olfactory  nerve;  (b)  the  gustatory  nerve;  (c)  pain. 

9.  (a)  What  membrane  covers  the  tongue?    (b)  When  the  tongue  is  "  coated  "  what 

may  often  be  correctly  inferred  as  to  the  condition  of  other  parts  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal? 
10.  In  many  States  of  the  Union,  there  are  laws  forbidding  the  furnishing  of  tobacco  to 
boys.    Explain  the  necessity  for  these  laws. 

P.  M. 

GRAMMAR 

1  Indeed,  it  occurs  to  me  that  enough  has  been  shown  to  establish  the 

2  proposition  that  we  are  Indebted  to  the  republic  in  the  Netherlands,  rather 
8  than  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  first  and  essential  principles  of 
4  the  free  school  system,  and  that  the  first  Importation  came  by  way  of  the 
6  narrows  at  Sandy  Hook,  rather  than  over  Cape  Cod. 

ANDREW  S.  DRAPER. 

The  first  seven  questions  refer  to  the  above  selection. 

In  order  to  secure  some  degree  of  uniformity  In  answer  papers,  it  is  recommended 
that  candidates  observe  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Clauses   are '  principal  and   subordinate.    Subordinate  clauses  include   (a)   subject 
clauses;  (b)  objeetive  clauses;  (c)  adjective  clauses;  (d)  adverbial  clauses. 

2.  In  naming  a  clause,  include  only  its  unmodified  subject  and  unmodified  predicate. 
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5.  In  giving  modifleni,  if  words,  name  the  parts  of  ipeech  to  which  they  belong.  Id 
like  manner  state  the  character  of  modifsring  phrases  and  clauses,  as  adjectiye,  adyer* 
bial,  etc. 

4.  An  object  of  a  transitive  verb  is  classed  as  a  modifier  of  that  verb. 

6.  In  parsing  a  noun  or  pronoun,  observe  the  following  order:  Class,  person,  number, 
gender,  case.  Give  the  reason  for  case.  In  parsing  a  relative  pronoun,  state  the  agree- 
ment with  its  antecedent. 

6.  In  giving  the  syntax  of  a  noun  or  pronoun,  give  only  the  case  and  the  reason  for  It. 

7.  Verbs  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz..  transitive  and  intransitive.    A  transitive 
verb  may  be  used  in  the  active  or  the  passive  voice. 

8.  In  parsing  a  verb,  observe  the  following  order:  Principal  parts,  regular  or  irregu- 
lar, transitive  or  intransitive,  voice,  mode,  tense,  person,  number,  agreement;  give  the 
special  use  of  an  infinitive  or  a  participle  after  tense. 

1.  State  what  each  subordinate  clause  modifies. 

2.  What  part  of  speech  is  each  of  the  following?  (a)  Indeed  (line  1);  (b)  enough  (line  1); 

(c)  rather  (line  2);  (d)  than  (line  3);  (e)  that  (line  4). 

5.  What  does  each  of  the  following  phrases  modify?  (a)  in  Netherlands  (line  2);  (b> 

for  principles  (line  3);  (c)  by  way  (line  4);  (d)  at  Sandy  Hook  (line  5);  (e)  over 
Cape  Cod  (line  5). 
4.  (a)  Select  an  example  of  each  tense  found  in  the  above  selection,  naming  the  tenses, 
(b)  Select  a  passive  voice. 

6.  (a)  Select  an  infinitive,    (b)  State  what  oflSce  it  performs  in  the  sentence. 

6.  Give  the  syntax  of  (a)   proposition   (line  2);    (b)  kingdom   (line  8);    (c)   Cape  Cod 

(line  6). 

7.  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  participle  used  as  the  object  of  a  preposition,  ths 

participle  taking  an  object. 

8.  (a)  In  what  three  ways  are  adjectives  compared?    (b)  Illustrate. 

8.  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  verb  used  (a)  transitively;  (b)  the  same  verb  used 
intransitively.    Give  an  example  of  a  verb  (c)  in  the  passive  voice:   (d)  in  the 
progressive  form. 
10.  Give  the  syntax  of  italicised  words  in  the  following  sentence:   James  G.  Blaine,  the  (a> 
statesman,  was  a  (b)  representative  in  Congress  msny  (c)  years. 

COMPOSITION 

Write  a  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 
"  The  Rivers  of  New  York." 
"  Home-made  Apparatus  for  Schools." 
"  An  Experience  in  the  City  (or  Country).  " 
"  A  Teacher's   Library." 

Credits  will  be  given  on  the  merits  of  the  composition  with  particular  reference  ta 
three  points: 

L  The  matter,  1.  e.,  the  thoughts  expressed. 
2.  The  correctness  and  propriety  of  the  language  used. 

8.  The  orthography,  punctuation,  division  into  paragraphs,  use  of  capitals,  and  general 
appearance. 

METHODS 

Each  of  the  following  questions  has  5  credits  assigrned  to  it. 

Candidates  who  failed  to  receive  the  required  standing  in  Methods  in  January  must 
write  papers  on  this  subject. 

1.  Of  what  practical  use  to  the  teacher  is  the  art  of  drawing? 

2.  Give  a  device  for  fixing  the  time  of  historical  events  in  the  mind. 

8.  State  an  advantage  in  teaching  school  district  and  town  oflices  before  the  offices  of 

county  and  State  are  taught 
4.  Name  two  modes  of  conducting  an  exercise  in  oral  spelling. 
6.  Outline  a  method  for  teaching  a  fractional  number  objectively. 
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C  Describe  two  derices  for  teachlDf  rapid  addition* 

7.  In  written  work  In  arithmetic,  what  should  the  teacher  require  besides  accuraeyt 

8.  What  Is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Grub^  method? 

9.  Which  should  be  taught  first,  the  climate  or  the  productions  of  a  oountrjt   Give 

a  reason  for  your  answer. 
10.  What  Is  a  good  way  to  fix  the  prominent  physical  features  of  a  oountry  in  the 

child's  mind? 
IL  Dy  what  simple  Illustration  may  the  axis  and  the  poles  of  the  earth  be  taught? 

12.  What  wrong  Impression  of  the  axis  and  the  poles  of  the  earth  are  children  liable 

to  form  from  objective  Illustrations? 

13.  A  knowledge  of  current  events  can  be  made  of  especial  use  In  what  two  subjects? 

14.  Name  three  other  subjects  In  which  a  knowledge  of  drawing  is  especially  useful. 
IC.  The  reading  lesson  deals  with  the  thought.  Its  expression,  and  mechanical  defects. 

In  what  order  should  these  points  receive  attention? 

16.  Should  the  teacher,  as  a  rule,  allow  a  pupil  to  stop  to  spell  a  word  in  a  reading 

lesson?    Give  reason  for  answer. 

17.  How  may  Interest  In  the  spelling  exercise  be  maintained? 

18.  Name  the  faculties  of  the  mind  especially  cultivated  by  spelling. 

19.  In  spelling  a  word  should  a  pupil  be  allowed  a  second  trial?    Give  a  reason  for 

your  answer. 

20.  Give  some  method  which  may  be  used  in  teaching  the  subject  of  working  drawing 

which  will  enable  students  to  determine  as  to  the  placing  of  the  various  projec- 
tions, i.  e.,  the  plan  and  front  and  side  elevations. 

June  lOy  1896 — ^Kindergarten  Examination 

A.    Ma 

1.  Mention  three  symbols  in  the  picture,  "  Play  with  the  Limbs,"  give  the  truth  which 

each  symbolizes. 

2.  What  truth  In  this  play  teaches  one  to  direct  children's  activity?    Give  an  example 

of  Its  practical  application. 

2.  "A  deeper  feeling  underlies 

Each  little  play  the  mother  tries. 

Thus,  In  the  '  Falling,  falling!  '  game. 

The  mind  conceives  a  higher  aim; 

Thy  child  shall  gain  the  strength  and  skill 

To  conquer  many  a  coming  ill, — 

Shall  many  a  threat'nlng  fall  avoid. 

When  tripping  by  his  mother's  side." 

What  is  the  truth  contained  In  this  motto?    State  your  reasons  for  your  answer. 

4.  How  should  this  truth  be  applied  to  the  training  of  the  will? 

5.  How  does  a  study  of  the  "  Weather- Vane  "  help  you  (a)  In  answering  children's 

questions?    (b)  In  developing  the  spiritual  nature? 

6.  Illustrate  the  Law  of  Unity  by  means  of  the  play  "  All's  Gone." 

7.  How  Is  the  Law  of  Unity  illustrated  (a)  In  the  order  of  sequence  of  the  gifts?    (b) 

By  the  relation  between  the  gifts  and  occupations? 

8.  How  does  a  child's  readiness  for  the  third  gift  manifest  itself? 

9.  Give  four  rules  that  must  always  be  kept  In  mind  when  using  the  building  gifts 

with  the  children. 

10.  Fold  one  sequence  from  your  "  school  of  paper  folding." 

(Use  the  squares  furnished  with  these  questions,  number  each  one  of  the  sequence 
distinctly,  seal  them  carefully  In  the  envelope,  and  subscribe  the  face  of  the 
envelope  exactly  as  you  do  your  set  of  answers.) 
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11.  Specify  the  color  combinatloni  which  you  would  allow  children  to  use. 

12.  How  does  music  effect  the  three-fold  development  of  the  child? 

18.  Compare  kindergarten  games  with  the  unguided  gamee  of  children  as  to  (a)  the 

games  themselves;  (b)  their  effect  upon  the  child. 
14.  Give  the  requisites  of  a  typical  kindergarten  story. 
16.  Of  what  advantage  to  a  kindergarten  is  a  program? 

16.  Write  a  brief  program  for  one  day. 

17.  What  would  you  do  if  a  child  refused  to  play  with  the  material  distributed  at  his 

Uble? 

18.  What  do  you  consider  some  of  the  chief  benefits  to  yourself  of  your  kindergarten 

training? 

March  5,  1896— Special  Drawing  Examination 

A.  M. 

Note.— All  persons  desiring  to  take  the  special  drawing  examination  must  supply 
thenuelves  with  a  drawing  board,  T-squares,  triangles,  compasses,  hard  and  soft  pencils, 
drawing  paper  of  good  quality,  and  tracing  paper  for  use  in  design. 

COLOR 

1.  (a)  Name  in  order  the  spectrum  of  18  colors  as  used  in  elementary  color  study. 

beginning  with  violet-red.  (b)  Which  of  the  six  positive  spectrum  colors  are 
classed  as  warm  colors?  (c)  Suggest  an  appropriate  use  of  the  warm  colors  in 
decoration,  (d)  What  are  complementary  colors?  Name  the  color  complementary 
to  each  of  the  six  positive  colors.,  (e)  Give  a  definite  plan  for  presenting  a  first 
lesson  in  color  to  a  class  which  has  had  no  previous  color  instruction. 

2.  (a)  What  is  meant  by  harmony  in  color?    (b)  What  is  produced  by  combining  in 

decoration  green-yellow,  yellow-green,  and  green,  (c)  When  the  warm  colors  are 
placed  upon  a  black  background,  what  is  the  effect  upon  each  of  the  colors  sepa- 
rately? And  also  what  is  the  effect  upon  the  background?  (d)  What  harmony 
(combination  of  color)  should  be  used  in  an  apartment  poorly  lighted  by  natural 
light?  (e)  Taking  color  In  nature  as  a  basis,  state  how  this  may  be  applied  to 
the  study  of  color  harmonies  in  the  school-roouL 

GEOMETRY 

8.  (a)  Inscribe  a  regular  pentagon  within  a  circle,  the  diameter  of  which  is  8  inches, 
(b)  Within  this  pentagon  inscribe  five  circles,  each  tangent  to  two  other  circles 
and  to  one  side  of  the  pentagon.  Leave  the  full  process  on  the  paper,  (c)  Con- 
struct an  ellipse  on  the  basis  of  intersections. 

WORKING-DRAWINGS 

4.  (a)  Does  cross  hatching  ever  affect  the  apparent  form  of  the  object  represented?    (b) 

Explain  your  answer  by  an  illustration. 
6.  Make  a  working-drawing  of  a  1  inch  hexagonal  bolt,  with  a  V  thread,  8  threads  per 

inch;  diameter  of  bead  across  corners  1 13-16  inches,  bead  U-X(  (nches  tliick,  an4 

chamfered. 
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6.  Read  the  following  worUng-drawlns*  and  draw  In  Isometric  projection  the  object 
represented  by  the  same. 
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PATTERNS 

7.  Draw  a  pattern  of  an  oblique  section  of  a  cylinder  cut  at  an  angle  of  46  degrees. 
Leave  all  work  upon  the  paper. 


PERSPECTIVE 

8.  (a)  Place  in  perspective  a  wheel  3  feet  In  diameter,  lying  upon  the  ground  plane  and 

touching  the  picture  plane  in  a  point  3  feet  to  the  left.  Height,  6V&  feet;  distance. 
10  feet;  scale.  Mt  inch  to  1  foot  Shade  to  separate  parts.  (b)  Place  the  same 
wheel  10  feet  back  from  the  picture  plane. 

9.  The  eye  of  the  observer  is  6H  feet  from  the  ground  and  20  feet  from  the  center  of 

an  opening  in  the  ground  5  feet  by  10  feet,  and  2  feet  deep.  The  center  of  the 
opening  is  1\^  feet  to  the  right  of  the  line  of  direction  and  6  feet  from  the  picture 
plane,  and  its  long  edges  are  perpendicular  to  the  picture  plane.  Show  the  per- 
■peetiTe  appearance  of  the  excavation.    Shade  to  separate  parta. 
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10.  (a)  Above  is  tho  perspective  of  the  face  of  a  wall  which  la  a  lemi-clrcular  arch 
drawn  on  a  scale  of  1-4  inch  to  1  foot  Determine  and  state  the  height  and  dis- 
tance, and  the  measurement  of  the  wall  and  the  arch,  (b)  Sketch  to  show  the 
appearance  of  the  arch  if  the  wall  were  4  feet  thick. 


SKETCHING 

11.  Name  in  order  the  steps  in  drawing  from  objects. 

12.  Sketch  to  illustrate  the  verse  given  below. 

•    •    •    "  There  was  never  a  leaf  on  bush  or  tree, 
The  bare  boughs  rattled  shudderingly; 
The  river  was  dumb  and  could  not  speak. 

For  the  weaver  winter  its  shroud  had  spun; 
A  single  crow  on  the  tree-top  bleak, 

From  his  shining  feathers  shed  off  the  cold  sun.*' 

18.  (a)  When  the  pencil  or  crayon  is  used,  what  is  understood  by  the  '*  modeling  "  of 

form?    (b)  When  the  support  of  an  object  is  below,  from  what  point  should  pupils 

begin  to  draw? 

SHADING 

14.  (a)  What  is  understood  by  the  word  "  moss  "  in  connection  with  drawlngt  (b)  In 
sketching,  what  masses  should  be  drawn  first?  (c)  In  shading  from  what  direction 
should  the  light  be  received?  (d)  What  definite  effects  are  gained  by  the  use  of 
light  and  shade?  (e)  Draw  and  shade  to  illustrate  "  high  tone  "  in  a  seals  of  slz 
tones, 

16.  What  elements  should  be  first  considered  as  essential  to  good  work  In  light  and 
shade? 


Unifo&h  EsAUi  nations 


GROUPINO 
It,  M  DMCritw  t.  eorrect  grouplDx  ot  objecu.    (b)  Dluitrate  ■  correct  btohpIds  hj  dntw- 
Idb  ■  water  bottle,  a  imall  iquare  berrx  baikst.  and  threa  applgi.    (c)  Otn  tbrae 
Uitj  ta  three  objecia,  each  which  will  compou  well  tot  a  sroup. 

HISTORIC  ORNAUENT 
IT.  (a)  Draw  to  repreeeat  the  units  ot  delign  which  arc  characterliUo  ot  the  Greek 
omamaDt      (b)  Draw   to  repreient  the  Roman  eerolL      <c)  In  what  dtj  ie  the 
Parthenon  located!    (d)  In  what  country  li  the  Albambra  located!    (e)  What  color* 
were  need  In  the  KEyptlan  decoratlonT 


1*.  After  oombiDtDB 

the  eomblDBlloii 
10.  (a)  When  pnplla  i 


t  muiT  tlmei,  when  doaa 


give  a  method  bj  which  thcT  n 
ilnstlon  without  pertormlng  the  t 
e  reeulL    R»  Olre  a  method  for 


June  4,  1896 
A.  M. 

Note.— All  peraona  dealrlng  to  take  the  apecial  drawing  eiamlnatlon  muat  eupply 
thenuelVBi  with  a  drawlos  board.  T-iquare,  Irlanglea,  compauee.  hard  and  aott  panclla, 
drswlnc  paper  ol  good  qualttr,  and  tracing  paper  Eor  Dae  .n  daalgn. 


Dbpabtubnt  op  FnsLio  Inbtbuotion 


1.  (a)  Name  In  their  proper  order,  the  six  colon  ot  tb*  lolar  ipectnnn  known  u 
"  positive  "  colon,  (b)  Which  ot  the  poiltlve  apeetmni  colan  are  claailBail  ai 
cold  colont  (c)  SuBseit  ■  Talue  In  the  uie  of  cold  color*  Id  decoration,  (d)  Name 
BOme  particular  place  where  cold  colon  ahould  be  oacd  Id  decoration,  (e)  What 
l>  the  Influence  ot  oue  color  upon  another,  irben  complamantarr  colon  are  placed 
Id  JuxtapoBltloDl    (D  Olve  the  primary  law  ot  contraiL 

2.  (a)  What  GODdltlona  eilat  when  color  comblaatlont  are  uld  to  be  Ucklnc  In  har- 

moDi'T  (b)  Wbat  barmonr  Is  produced  when  R.  and  O.  R.  ara  placed  In  coatrail 
with  B.  Q.T  (c)  WhoD  cold  colon  are  placed  upon  a  white  backcronnd,  wbat  li 
the  eBect  upon  each  ot  the  colon  aaparateljrT  Also,  what  1*  the  effect  upon  the 
background? 

GEOMETRY 

3.  (a)  Inscribe  a  regular  hexagon  wlthla  a  circle,  diameter  1  lacbea.    Within  the  hei' 

agon  Inecrlbe  Bli  circle*,  each  tangent  to  Ivo  other  ctrclei,  and  to  one  aide  ot  the 
hexagon.  Leave  full  prcceea  upon  the  paper.  |b)  Conetruct  an  oval  and  leave 
tbe  full  proceea  upon  the  paper.  <c)  Explain  why  geometric  problema  are  eaeenLlal 
to  a  complete  uadencandlng  ot  the  baala  oC  drawing. 

WORKING    DRAWINGS 

4.  Explain  the  difference  between  "  cioea  lining  "  and  "  croia  hatching." 

t.  Hake  a  working  drawing  ot  a  aquare-beaded  bolt  with  chamtered  circle.    Dlmen- 

■lona  optional.    The  thread  must  be  clearly  Indicated. 
G.  Read  the  working  drawing  here  given,  and  place  aame  In  laomatrle  projection. 


PATTERNS 


1  angle  ot  *6  degree*. 


M 


r=Q^: 


the  ground  plane;  I 


perspective,  a  hexagon  of  T  fe«  On  a  aide,  and  In 
ildei  of  the  hexagon  to  be  perpendiCDUr  to  the  ple- 
•  cmlOT  point  ■  I««t  to  the  Mt  aod  11  fart  back. 
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(b)  In  the  «une  drawlns  place  the  hexagon  with  two  of  ita  edges  parallel  with  the 
L.  D.  and  ita  plane  perpendicular  to  the  ground  plane  and  10  feet  to  the  right. 

10.  Show  the  appearance  of  a  circle  6  feet  in  diameter,  ita  plane  being  perpendicular 

to  the  picture  plane  and  ground  plane,  and  its  circumference  touching  the  ground 
plane  in  a  point  9  feet  from  the  O.  L.  and  6  feet  to  the  right.  Height  of  eye  6 
feet;  distance  (M.  P.),  10  feet;  scale  1-4  inch  to  1  foot. 

SKETCHING  AND  ILLUSTRATION 

11.  Give  plan  of  work  when  "  blocking  in  *'  preparatory  to  making  a  landscape  picture. 

12.  Sketch  to  Illustrate  the  lines  given  below: 

"  The  squirrels  dart  from  wall  to  wall. 

Or  balance  on  their  haunches. 
To  nibble  on  the  last  year's  store. 

And  watch  the  chestnut  branches." 

18.  (a)  In  "  modeling  "  in  crayon,  what  are  the  only  definite  results  attainable?  (b) 
How  does  the  "  key  "  in  a  scale  of  black  and  white  differ  from  the  key  in  a 
color  scale? 

14.  Upon  what  part  of  a  picture  should  the  greatest  emphasis  be  placed? 

15.  (a)  In  sketching  what  is  the  first  step?    (b)  In  treating  shadows  what  determines 

the  length  of  the  shadows?  (c)  Draw  to  represent  In  a  group  the  cone,  sphere  and 
cylinder,  shade  the  type  solids  to  illustrate  a  picture  "  low  in  tone."  Dimensions 
ot  objects  2  inches  by  1  foot. 

GROUPING 

16.  (a)  Illustrate  correct  grouping  by  drawing  to  represent  a  gentleman's  silk  hat, 

gloves  and  cane,  (b)  Give  two  lists  of  three  objects  each  which  will  compose  well 
in  grouping. 

GENERAL 

17.  (a)   What  fundamental  principle  should  be  first  considered  as   essential  to  good 

pictorial  work?  (b)  What  three  facts  must  be  in  possession  of  the  designer  previ- 
ous to  his  producing  any  special  piece  of  work? 

HISTORIC   ORNAMENT 

18.  (a)  Explain  the  peculiarity  of  the  Moorish  ornament,    (b)  Draw  and  shade  to  repre- 

sent the  units  of  design  which  are  characteristic  of  the  Moorish  ornament,  (c) 
Draw  to  represent  the  Greek  volute,  (d)  What  colors  were  peculiar  to  the  decora- 
tion found  at  Pompeii? 

19.  Make  an  original  design  complete,  of  a  surface  pattern  and  border  for  the  same, 

using  the  field  rose  as  a  unit  and  building  upon  a  diagonal  field. 

20.  (a)  Give  a  reason  why  the  accompanying  illustration  is,  or  is  not,  a  design. 


B 


(b)  What  means  may  be  utilized  to  expedite  the  work  in  completing  any  design  after 
the  unit  has  been  outlined?  (c)  Give  a  logical  general  method  of  procedure  In 
presenting  any  one  of  the  branches  of  the  subject  of  drawing. 
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4.     EOLSEBS   07   FIBST   GBADE   CEBTITICATZS 

FoIIoiriiil  ti  ■  lilt  of  all  tMcbera  who  biTe  rceelT«d  flnt  gniv  eartlflcBta  laiucd  ODdoi 
tlia  nnirorm  aumlDallan  ■ratem  In  tha  Etau  of  New  Tork,  trom  Julr  tl.  1396,  to  Jnlr  tl, 
ISM.    Tbaaa  (wrtUlcataa  are  r>od  for  Br*  yean  from  date  of  laaue: 


11 

COUNTY.  DISTRICT  AND  NAME 

poat  Office  addnM 

Ai.BAsr  CorMTT— FiKBi  D:»rB,ci 
Hanrj  I  Do  Voe 

GnJn^M^^'l' 

KiiBL.  w  tail.. /////^'^y"^y  "."".'.'".'.'.'. 

iiBiin-CotiirtT— SacoKD  Dibtbict 

April  30.  IMS 
April  30.  IBM 
April  M,  ISM 
Jaue            1.  IBM 

i 

?:;!=»':■:;:: 

Soath  VettHlo 

Soml.  Wnurlo 

Albakt  CorBTi-TamD  DiaTBicr 

April          IB.  IBM 

Vl«iU«r'i.  Ferry 

ALUOAITT    COVNTT— FiaST  UUTIICT 

I 

4 

MU-a-T.  Shinghneaiy 

April          25.  ISM 

,. 

Bkoohb  Codstt-Firkt  DiarBiCT 
BbalbyT.  DlBimtuk 

Bbooue  CorrNTi— Sbcond  DibtUCT 

W«l  Chenango 

April            ?:  IBM 

' 

Kata  P.  Borghardi 

riTT*n*uau»  Coritn— J'isbt  Dibtbict 

SSiT'i":;!" 

Wtltniy'i  Point 

Port  AlleKcnj,  Pa.... 

^ll'(t-ny 

A,  Lyman  Bntwn 

CATTABicara  Cocntt— Sacora  Distbict 

* 

Maihia. 

mHJ     4:  IBM 

Snf  mberin.  IBM 

Kandolph 

January      1,  1PM 

Fe1.rn.ry  10,  mM 

WfsiPemsbnrK-... 

Ki>[  KaMolpb 

F-traary  10.    m 

Frrd  HftidBrk 

April         sol    8W 

AKrii       ii]  m 

IT 
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Holders  of  First  Grade  Certificates  —  (Continued) 
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16 
17 
18 
10 
20 
21 
22 


13 
14 
15 
16 


1 
2 


3 


COUIJTY,  DISTRICT  AND  NAME 


Po8t  offioe  addrMtt 


Catuoa  Countt- 

Nora  Roth 

Grace  T.  Anntin 

TVilliH  E.  Matson 


-FiBST  District 


MartYflle... 

Port  Byron. 

Ira 

Helen  E.  BrwUej '  Ira  Station 

S  C  HfOKhtalinK 

LaviDa  Fields 


Caycqa  Countt— Second  District 
Marv  T.  Heffernau [  Sherwood. 


ThnNipsville... 
Nui-th  Victory. 


Dflla  I.  Van  Aradale. 
WilsoD  Snushttll 


Owasco. .. 
ScipioTille 


Chautauqua  County  — First  District 

Miiiprva  Tyler 

Alt4in  H.  Appleby 

Orie  A .  Sensions '  Clymer 

Liliinn  0'<borDe :  Buati   . 

lEa  E.  Park»T Clynier 


Lakewond . . . 
Watts  Flato. 


Jerome  M.  Hobart. 
Grace C.  DuitoD... 


Chautauqua  County  —  Second  District 

Amy  E.  Hubbard 

Ella  A.Chri-^iy 

0»*d1e  Enowlton 

]i«abe!lfl  Nn^ent 

Edwin  F.  Seears 


Chautauqua  County  — Third  District 

Effle  Chase 

Miles  C.  Nirhols 

Carrie  Van  Dewark 


Chbmuno  County. 

Bertha  Hallnubeck 

Gfo.  T.  Miilrr 

Josephine  O'Connor 

Ennn'a  R'»«»* 

Elliott  Baker 

Nella  Rnnick 

Anna  Mo^s 

Lilian  M.  Curtis 

R.  M.  Beatrice 

Cappie  Yauger 


Chenango  County— First  District 

Tmm»n  B .  Wedge 

Alice  B.  Calkins 

William  M.  Bennett 

Franc«'B  E  Swan 

A.  La  Motte  R«»e 

Fre*i  E.  Sandern 

D.  Edgar  Brand 


Chenango  County— Second  District 

Nellie  M.  Skillman 

Vr»  G.  A   Goo(lenoa)ih 

Lizzie  A.  Lorimer 

F.  Pauline  Baker 


Clinton  County- 

Mary  D.  Srai<b 

Ezra  W.  Benedict 


-First  District 


Clinton  County— Second  District 
Jaa.  E.  Finnegan 


Watts  Flats. 
Sherman 


Dunkirk 

Silver  t 'reek. 

Westfleld 

KoresiTille... 
Cassadaga... 


Frewsbuig 
FlnYsnna.. 
Falconer... 


Erin 

Van  Etten.. 

Corning 

Pine  Valley 

Elmira 

Horseheads. 
Hor^ebeads. 
Big  FlaU... 
Corning  .... 
Big  FUta... 


Smyrna 

Norwich  

Cannndaigaa  ... 

Pitcher 

Nnith  Norwich. 

Pitcher 

Smyrna  


Greene , 

Afton 

Rockwell's  Mills. 
East  Phanalia  . . 


Pern  

WiUsboTO 


DateofoertJiloito 


Angnat  24.  1885 
Sfpteniber  9^  18115 
September  9.  1886 
February  8,  1886 
Febroary  U,  1886 
Aaguat       1,  1885 


September  28. 1886 
October  15,  1885 
March  6,  1896 


December 

Jaunary 

J  anuary 

Febroary 

February 

May 

May 


Angnat 
Anguat 
Aagust 
Angnat 
January 


2,  1885 
1,1896 

13.1886 
3.1886 

3.  1896 
11,1886 
18.1886 


0,  1886 
0,1885 
0.  1883 
0,  1895 
9.1886 


Angnat  27, 1886 
September  24, 1886 
April  28.  1886 


September 

Septtrober 

October 

October 

November 

March 

March 

May 

May 

May 


Aagust 

Angnat 

Angnat 

November 

January 

AprU 

MAy 


28,  1885 
28,1896 
4,1886 
12.1895 
9,1896 
6.1896 
6,1886 
8,1896 
6,1896 
6.1896 


9.1885 
9,1895 
0.1895 

28.1895 
8,]n6 

80,1896 
7.1886 


September  3, 1896 
September  16.  inS 
December  2. 1895 
April  28,  1896 


February    4. 1896 
April  20. 1896 


West  Chasy 


May 


28.1896 
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84 
35 
86 

87 


8 
4 


10 
11 
12 
'1 


5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Holders  of  First  Grade  Certificates  —  (Contitmed) 


COUNTY,  district  AND  NAME 


Columbia  County— Fibst  District 

Cbarlotte  Mao  Master 

MolKeF.  Black 

MiuDie  M.  (flapper 

Harriet  S.  Jooea 


Post  office  address 


Columbia  County— Second  District 
None  issaed 


6 
7 
8 
0 
10 


28 
29 
80 
31 
32 
83 


4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
U 


Cortland  County— First  District 

Julius  Davi* 

LeoDR  Bai  khardt 


Cortland  County— Second  District 

Irviuj:  S.  Sears 

Lewis  W.  Crosley 

J.  Borr  Kibbe 

Cecelia  Barker 


rherry  Valley 

HndaOQ  

L'lav»-rpck 

Claverack  . 


Cortland 
Cortlaod 


A  ELAWARE  County— First  District 

F  noie  J.  Huwland 

FrarkB.  Chapiu 

Emily  A.  Carroll 

Phebe  Conloo 

Helen  N.  Eel  Is 

Trnmao  fl.  Wells 

Mrtrlon  A    Smith 

Frank  M.  Sbaver 


Delaware  County— Second  District 

E.J   Sbaffrr  

EllaL.  V.  Silliraan 

Mary  Cra  wford 

Lncy  G.  Moxley ... 

Nellie  C.Sbaw 

Francis  W.  Paee.  

Jennie  V.  Archibald 

Elizabeth  Fletcher 


Dutchess  County— First  District 

Henry  G.  fleanv , 

Josephine  L.  \\  halt^n 

Mav  V.  Duain 

Philip  J   Sherman 

Lillian  H   Scofleld 


De  Ruy  ter  . . . 

Scott 

South  Coyler. 
Eomer 


Walton 

Wells  Bridge.. 
£q<tinunk,  Pa. 

Colchester 

Walton 

Mnsonvillc 

^lasnnville 

Downsville 


Andes 

Hobart 

Andes 

Jt* tier  son... 
Bloomville. 

Delhi 

Bo^iua 

Andes 


Dutchess  County— Second  District 
Mary  E.  Lloyd. 


Mineola 

Millenon 

Biiockeihoff. 

Lubeow 

Fishkill 


Raskey. 


Willis  M.  Burnett Cokertown 


Erie  County —First  District 
Clara  L  Jon«»s i  Tonawanda. 


Bertha  Bivins. 

Rose  Dnmanois 

Joseph  W.  ETann... 
Minnie  J.  Flanigan. 
Chaa.  J.  M.  Groike 


Erie  County— Second  District 
Byron  H.  Heath , 


Claience 

WilliamsYille. 

A1d«-n 

Wiliiamsville. 
Lancaster 


Unmburg. 


Erik  County— Third  District  , 

David  H.O'Keefe '  Buffalo 

Newell  Cnnflnld Bost<»n 

EllaM.  Vedder Sprinsrville 

L«ira  O.  MoTora !  S'-riocvllle 

Jay  BlaHdell Mortons  Comers. 

CliiraVedder  Sorinerille 

Fred  G.  Fischer. 


Protection, 
Margaret  DooUttle J  SpringYille 


Date  of  certificate 


September  2, 1895 
September  19, 1895 
January  7,  18k6 
January       7,  1896 


September  2,  1895 
September  2,  1805 


September  10, 1895 
Nuveuiber  16. 1895 
January  2. 1896 
January     31,  1896 


February 

February 

April 

ikpril 

April 

April 

April 

April 


8,  1896 
8,  1896 
30.  1896 
30.1896 
30.  1696 
30.1896 
80.  1896 
30,  1896 


September  14, 1895 
Stptrmber20,  1895 
September  20,  1895 
S«-piembor27,  1895 
November  26,  1895 
^arch  6,  1896 

Juno  1,  1896 

July  31,  1896 


September  10,  1895 
September]  4, 1H95 
September  20,  1895 
April  26,  1896 

Apiil  26,  1896 


January 
April 


31,  1896 
8,  1896 


September  10.  1895 
SfpteniberlO,  1895 
SepiemlierlO,  1895 
April  27,  1806 

April  27,  1896 

April  27,  1896 


January     23,  1896 


October 

December 

Decentber 

January 

January 

February 

February 

March 


19.  1895 

16,  1895 
9,  1895 

11.  1896 
27,  1896 

17.  1896 
22,  1896 

6^1896 
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II 

12 
13 
14 


13 


1 
2 


5 
6 

7 


42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 


2 
3 
4 


14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
• 


9 


COUIJTY.  DISTBICT  AND  NAME 


ESSIX  COUXTT—FlBST  DISTRICT 

AdaH.  Hoag 


Essex  Countt  ~  Second  District 

Mary  H  EustU 

Belle  RuSM^ll 

Ebea  P.  Woodruflf 

Delia  Commiskey 


Fbanklix  County— .FiestDistbict 
Margaret  A.  PatteraoD 


Franklin  County— Second  District 

MaMe  R  Aubrey 

Alexander  Macdooald 


Fulton  County 

Alexander  Dem  pater 

Williaai  R.  Trumbull 

Albert  S.  llautor 


Genesee  County 

M.  Helena  McLaughlin 

Rita  Connor 

Julia  B.  Bl<»deeit 

L«*vi  C.  Ulaley 

Minnie  J.  Darby 

Fr«jd  fl.  Mead 


Gbeene  County  — First  District 
J.  Lewid  Patrie 


Gbeene  County- Second  District 

Mary  E.  Mvers 

William  S.  Vogel 

Flora  E.  Hart 


None  isHued. 


Hamilton  County 


Herkimer  County  —  First  District 

3  Minnie  WooHter 

4  Emily  Mood 

5  I  D.  Clinton  Gooding 


Herkimer  County— Second  District 

Tnee  Ti  ow  bridge 

Herbert  S.  Koe 

CoraM.  Piper 

Mamie  0*Hanlon 

M  arle  Olney 

Flora  E   Steele 

Perry  A.  Wood 


Jefferson  County— First  District 

Ethel  Havden 

(Jlara  E.  Todd 

Lottie  AI .  G  rcpne 

Therena  R.  CorufU 

Arabelle  Timnierman 

CiaiencoE.  Pitw 


Jefferson  County— Second  Distrk^t 
Cora  M.Farley 


Pott  office  AddreM 


Lake  Placid 


Crown  Point. - 
Schroon  Lake. 
Ticiinderoga.. 
Mineville 


Burke. 


East  Countable. 
St.  Regis  Falls. 


Pine  Lake.. 
LanBellville. 
GloversTille. 


Batavia. 
Batavia. 
Oakflfcld 
Bataria. 
Le  Roy. 
Le  Roy. 


Hensonrille. 


South  Westerlo... 
Went  SanirertieB. 
Norton  Hill 


Newport 

Gravesville. 
MiddleyiUe 


IHon 

Wolcott 

Herkimer.. 
Frankfort.. 

nion 

Dion 

Jordanrille 


Adams 

Rodman 

Hf^nderson 

Adams 

Pamelia  4-romer8. 
Worth  Centre. 


Redwood 


Jefferson  County— Third  District 

4     Mtk.  Sarah  B.  Fox 

6  I  Addle  Bigwood 


De  Panrille. 
Dexter 


DMOioertlflMte 


Angost      20. 1896 


Augoat  2, 1895 
iSepiembet  S,  i086 
September  2, 189S 
September  20, 1895 


Febmaxy     1,  1896 


September  27«  1885 
May  6,1896 


Aogost  23,  1895 
September  23. 1805 
May  5. 1896 


September  8, 1895 
S«>pt ember  3, 1^95 
May  8, 1896 

May  12, 1896 

May  12. 1896 

May  16, 1896 


September  5. 1896 


February 

May 

May 


20.1896 
2.1896 
2,1896 


September  2, 1895 
September  26, 1895 
October      18. 1895 


September  3. 1895 
September  16, 1895 
September  ]6,  1895 
October  8, 1W6 
February  4. 1896 
February  8, 1896 
Jmie  15. 1896 


August  29, 1896 

August  30, 1896 
September  0,  lfi95 

February  6,  1896 

February  0. 1896 

May  16. 1896 

Angoet  20, 1896 


September  0, 1895 
September  9. 1885 
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05 
&8 


4 
5 

6 

7 
8 


2 
8 
4 


18 
12 


87 
88 
39 
40 
41 
42 
48 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


8 

4 
6 
• 
7 
8 


22 
28 
24 
25 
26 
27 


24 

25 
26 

r 

28 
29 
80 
81 


10 
11 
12 
U 
14 


COUNTY,  district  AND  NAME 


Liwis  County— FiBST  District 

Prftok  Walters 

Frank  J.  BaroM       

Wesaley  G.  Rnowlton 

Carrie  A.  Bibbens 

Thomas  Trainer 


LBWI8  Cotn«TT  — Smcond  District 

Alice  B.  Allen 

P.  E.  Gilllffan 

Margaretta  Grant 


LnmrosTON  Countt— Fibst  District 
George  U.  Cullings 


LiTiNOSTON  County— Sbcond  District 

Anloa  L.  Hyde 

JTolin  A.  Weidman 


Madison  County— Fibst  District 
None  issued 


Madison  County— Second  District 

Florence  Pboeuix 

May  A.  Chapman 

Jennie  C.  Biirke 

Helen  V.  Gr^eg 

Nina  L.  Perkins 

Nellie  L.  Hoiden 

IsabclleH.  Ruby . 

Mary  E.  Clark 

L.  Ella  Shell  on 

Jennie  Wilcox 

W.  V.  Flaherty 

C.  J.  Sherman 


MONBOB  County— First  District 

EUaM.  l'oll.Ksk 

IrMns:  E.Miller 

Ada  I.  Cory  Landon 

Delia  A.  Felt 

Liszie  S.  Lawlor 

Belle  W.  Schanck 


Post  office  address 


Point  Rock.. 

Turin 

Port  Leyden. 
Port  LeVden. 
Point  Rock... 


Lowville . . . 
HanisviUe. 
Lowville... 


Linwood. 


Sprin^rwater. 
Springwater. 


Canastota  . . 
Cannstota... 

Oneida 

MaDnnriUe. 
Canastota. . . 

Oneida 

Oneida 

Oneida 

Canastota... 

("amden 

CbitTenan^o. 
De  Rnyter.. 


Rochester. 
Rochester. 
Marion  ... 
Rnr  beater. 
Fairport.. 
Rochester. 


MONBOB  County— Second  District 

Fred.  W.  Uill 

Charles  E.  Mott ... 

Chailes  E.  Miller 

Bnrt  H.  Quivery 

Peter  J.  Marion 

A.  W.  Palmer 


Speneerport... 
Eant  Hamlin.. 

Hilton 

Hamlin 

Stone  Church. 
Fairport 


Montgomery  County 

Edwin  H.  Dillenbeck 

Gertrude  Fonda 

R.  S.  Roalston 

Kd.S.  Bates 

Mamie  E.  Smith 

Melvia  Wormath 

Leigh  Diefendorf 

Viola  Davis 

Miiry  E.  Shelp 

Elisabeth  Dockstader 


Niagara  County— Fibst  District 

Louella  B.  Cronkriie 

Era  S.  Brace 

Frank  J .  Beardsley 

Hugo  P.  Lindsay 

Jennie  H.  Smith 


Fonda  

Fonda  

Rocftton 

Sf.  Jobnaville.. 
Fulton viJle  .... 

Fultonville 

Saltsnringville. 

Oak  Ridge 

Fnltonville  .... 
Fonda 


North  Tonawanda . 
North  Tonawanda . 
North  Tonawanda. 

Lookport 

North  Tonawanda. 


Dateofoertiflcate 


September  16, 1895 
Sepiemberi6»lW6 
December  12,1895 
February  10, 1890 
Maich        80, 1896 


September  2,1895 
September  2, 1895 
May  1, 1S86 


September  2, 1895 


September  6, 1895 
September  5, 1895 


September 

September 

September 

September 

September 

September 

September 

September 

November 

Norember 

December 

December 


December 

February 

February 

Augiut 

August 

August 


2,1895 
2,  1895 
2,1895 
2.  1895 
2,1896 
2,1895 
2,1895 
2.1895 
2,  1896 
2,1896 
2,1895 
24,1895 


2.1895 
8,  1886 
8,1896 
1,  1d96 
1,1896 
1,1896 


September  6, 1896 
September  6,  1896 
September  6,  ltf95 
September  6, 1895 
August  1.  1896 
August        1, 1896 


Angust 

August 

September 

September 

September 

September 

September 

October 

NoTember 

May 


Angust 

March 

March 

March 

March 


3,1896 
28,1895 

2,1895 

8,  1895 
-.1895 
12,  1895 
21,1K95 

2,1895 
15,1895 

6,1896 


9,1896 
6.1896 
6,1896 
6.1896 
6,1896 
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I 


§1 


8( 


2 
8 


4 

6 

« 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


47 
48 
40 
50 
51 


7 
8 
0 
10 
11 
12 
13 


3 

4 
5 
6 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


8 
7 
8 

9 
10 


COUNTY,  DISTRICT  AND  NA'hCE 


NiAouu.  CouNTT— Second  Dibtbict 

AberdtwD  Mark le 

Lewis  H.  Walker 


Onkida  County— FiB8T  Dwtbict 

Laura  Howe 

Fred.  B.  Uoyt 

Cbas.  L.  Wnmer 

GleoD  A.  Wilrox 

LnellaM.  Fenton 

Klorrnce  Scovll 

BLarri«-t  S.  Brown 

L.  ^lEoraTAlbeit 

Phebtf  A.  wmiams 

Harrift  F.  Poller 

Flora  K.  Goodier 

FrmiE  K.  UhurcllU 


Onbida  County  —  Second  District 

Snsau  Bak er 

Male  L.  Parkliurat 

Lillian  li.  Eelis 

WllliHin  J.  Lewis 

JosieM.  Beetle 


Onkida  County— Thibd  District 
None  iasued 


Ontida  County  —  Fourth  District 

Sarab  E.  Gallasbor 

Cliarlea  H.  Walters 

.J-m»-8  (iriffith 

Frank  E.  Niess 

Alltert  J.  O'Connor 

OiWer  Riiikle 

Alias  C.  A.  Lewis 


Onondaga  County— First  District 
Frances  A.  Sluau 


Post  office  address 


Wilson 

BidgeRoad 


New  York  Mills.. 

Utica  

Saiisbnry 

NortbLitcblield.. 

Richfield 

Waohiijgton  Mills 

Leousidsrille 

West  W infield.... 

Deerfleld 

Utiia 

Richfield  Springs. 
Camden 


Clinton 

Knoxboro 

Clinton 

Westmoreland. 
Clinton 


F'»restport.. 
Point  Rock. 

Rem  sen 

Bo4tnville . . . 

TMberg  

Steuben  .... 
Boonville... 


Baldwins^ille. 


Onondaga  County— Second  District 

Mabel  A.  Haiebt 

Annie  A  DaviMon 

KIoren«c  Shearer 

Sarab  M.  Putziger 


Onondaga  County  — Third  District 

NettiH  K.  Bed-ll 

MHrtha  M  Railaco 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Bichnell 

Howard  F.  Brooks 

Flora  A.  Fay 

WillU  N.Bujrbee 

Brtrtha  M.  Blower 

Jay  B.  Hancbett 


Ontario  County— First  District 

Edith  D.  Allen 

Margaret  F.  Ti»ole 

Herh.-rr  IT.  Foster 

S  Alice  GaflfoFy 

Ella  M.  Donovan 


Shamrock 

Onondaga  Valley. 

Syrarnse  

SolTay 


East  Syracose. 

Oran 

Br^werton 

Fabius 

Brewerton 

pMrinh 

East  Syracase. 
La  Fayette.... 


Geneva 

Geneva 

('anandaigua  . . . 

Gorbaro 

Clifton  Springs. 


Date  of  oertiftcate 


September  8,  1985 
February     8,  le98 


September 

September 

September 

Septrmbrr 

Svpteniber 

December 

Jannftry 

April 

April 

AprU 

April 

May 


2.1885 

2.1895 

2,1^95 

2.1885 

2.1f>95 

9,  1895 

1.  1r96 

11,1896 

1,  1896 

1.  1896 

10.1896 

18,1896 


November  L  1895 
January  31, 1H96 
April  20,  1886 

April  20.  1896 

May  1,  1896 


September  14. 1895 
September  14.  1^95 
September  14.  18< 
SeptemberlT,  1895 
September  23.  U95 
November  8,  1895 
Jnly  28,  1896 


April 


7,1896 


September  2, 1896 
September  3. 1895 
April  1.  Ih96 

April  23,  1896 


Angost 

Angast 

Anicnst 

January 

May 

Jnne 

Juno 

June 


9,1895 
9.  1896 
9,  1895 
8,1896 
4,1896 
1,  1H06 
1,1896 
1,  1896 


September  2, 1895 
September  2, 1895 
September  10. 1895 
*Mfly  4,  1896 

July  24,  1896 


*  Dated  August  1. 


TTnifobu  Exauimatioms  721 

HouiBBB  or  FiBST  Gbadb  Certificates  —  (Gontinve^ 


i! 

COUNTr.  DISTRICT  ABD  NAUE 

OjrtAIUO  cot- KTT-SKCOK»  DlBTBICT 

Fort  office  iddnw 

ItrpleoilMr  B,  IW 

U«   ^       MB8S 
J  Illy            31,  im 

Coniw.ll 

HiglilBDil  FlIU 

Ohawoi  CorniTV— Fuut  Dibtbici 

OH*.'«aB  COUKTI— Sbcoxd  Dutbict 

OBlilTIB  CODNTT 

09WKOO    CqI-NTT— FlBOT    DlBTBICT 

SWrliOE  TJU-j 

n 

OswiGO  Can  KTT— Second  Dutbutc 

Central  Sqnmre 

i>ntr.l  Sqaore 

I'eniial  Squire 

OSHTBOO  CotlMTT— TaiHD  DllTBtCT 

2 

1 

STlSh'tG^^."':*::-.::::-.::::::::;:;:::::::: 

BiTnioDil  V  QiTlij 

lUnoiu  H.  anjil.-f 

Mii^Srnjf  M  DbLquj 

AltlDM 

Oubqo  rotmrr— FrasT  Dibtbict 

■^IT-;;. 

J-.i,-  11    [lie^l..--  

LllJIaD  Etbboy 

Otsbqo  CaiTNTV— Siconii  Dmtbict 

AnCQlt          >,  IfM 

SouihHo'twtck 

11 

Un.  A.  C.  We^ou 

Dbpabtmbnt  or  Pdblio  Inbtbdotion 


HoLDBBB  OF  FiBST  Gbadb  CsBriFioATBa  —  {ConHnuedi 


'S 

COUUTY,  DISTRICT  AND  NAME 

FMtoOocaddraM 

DtUoIOBttflMt* 

PUTK^COU^TT 

UaT            IS.  IMC 

(iotant  Cotmi—TiatTDuntCT 

a 

Wnltnlona 

Adgniil       to.  IM 

QUKIKB  Col-ltTT       SMONB  UUTBICT 

&JiW:iiii;; 

Msrietlu   Vatiiuidt     

Hpitt  f.  Alhio 

Er;".fi«::;::::; 

Kl!ia»L«Klt  CODNTI  —  nBBT    D[StBICT 

Sept«obcr  >.  IWS 

H.K)-lek  Faltt 

TcrJMSlaitP.T 

ttENOSKr-lEIt  COITNTT— aBCONDUlBTaiCT 

BwlSchodwk 

B«iti  oD-lhf-nud»DO . . 

HloriKik.   .\f<» 

Hucook.  Um« 

jii»i,o'H«.i,m'!:?.'!".*'.":'' 

BJi«b«ti.a»vMir 

B«ple°>bcr  •.  int 

11 

SgpttnberlT,  IBW 

M.riii-r.'HBibor 

Wr»l  Sei.  BtigbUiD.. 
N»»  Briahloo 

41 

ROCKLIHD 

Florence  Dni)  lop 

8t.  I.A-wuBXtK  Cursrv-FmsT  Dibthict 

QonT.n>™r 

iM»,r.r.«u-. ::.::: 

BapMtHl.belh 

Frbnury     1,  int 

in 

Uniform  Examinations 
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^6 


«g 


14 
1< 
15 


16 
10 
17 
18 


11 
12 
18 
14 
15 


64 
65 
66 

67 

68 

1 


1 
2 
3 
4 

5 


7 
8 


10 
11 
12 
13 


2 

5 

8 

6 

7 

•8 

9 

4 

10 

U 

12 


2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
12 


HoLDBBS  OF  First  Grade  Certificates  —  {Continued) 


COUNTY,  district  AND  NAME 


Pott  office  addroM      Date  of  certl  floate 


St.  Lawrence  County— Second  District 

Wna.  E.  Kelly 

Afmes  MarAhall 

J.  Wm.  Rutherford... 


Morley 

De  Kaib  Junction. 
Wnddington 


St.  Lawrence  County— Third  District 

Gertrude  Austin 

EraWaldion 

Charlotte  Bowen 

Rose  M.  Libby 


Norwood , 

Norfolk 

South  Colton. 
Colion 


Saratoga  County— First  District 

Jennie  ComAtock 

Emma  Mt* rchaiit 

Anna  Darhara ;  Stillwater' 

Harriet  R.  Uefremnn '  North  Milton . 

Carrie  E.  Coons Ballston  Spa. . 


BalUton  Spa. 
Ballston  Spa. 


Saratoga  County— Second  District 

Lewis  C.  Mixter Middle  (irove. . 

Mary  Richards j  Fort  Edward.. 

Mvra  J.  Holme-) ■  Saratoga 

Mariraret  Kelly ,  Glens  FmHs 

MarirarAt  Mouahan I  Saratoga 

Hflen  M.  Payne '  Ballston  Spa    . 

Schenectady  County 

John  Biffsbee    i  Scotia 

Frank  B.  Hess |  Quaker  Street. 

SaraL.  Gardiner Charlton 

Grace  1' He»t» .,  Quaker  Street. 

Frances  A.  Underbill  Schenectady... 


Anxust 

June 

Aufsost 


Anfnist 
August 
August 
March 


19, 18»5 
10,1898 
31,  1895 


9.1895 
9,1895 
9,  1895 
6,  1896 


September  24,  1895 
September  ^4, 1895 
April  24,  1896 
April  24,  1896 

April  24, 1806 


Schoharie  County— Fibpt  District 

UrmindaC.  Becker 

Sopbori»sba  P.  Handy 


Middleburgh 
Schoharie — 


Schoharie  County— Second  District 
Ella  Morgan i  Cobleskill 


Mabel  L.  Prevear. 
Wilder  S.  Beard. 
Lucy  D.  Minor  .. 


Cobleskill. 
Jefferson  . 
Eminence. 


August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
April 


9,1895 
9,  1895 
9.1895 
9,  1895 
9,1895 
28,1896 


Schuyler  Countt 

Clnra  Beardsley |  Catharine 

Emma  B.  Hnggs Montour  Falls. 

Dell  M  Coe Montour  Falls. 

Eva  A.  Coc.  Montour  Falls. 

M.  Grace  Ford I  Moutour  Falls. 

Edith  Henderson I  Montour  Falls. 


November  27, 1895 
November  27, 1895 
November  27, 1895 
June  20, 1^96 

July  31,  1896 


September  19. 1896 
March  6, 1896 


September  20, 1895 
September  21, 1895 
February  8,  1896 
May  7, 1896 


Lucy  O  Junes. 
Frank  L  Miller. 
Ida  Mny  Piper... 
Mary  Robiimon.. 
L.  Estelle  Sutton. 


Olessa 

North  Hector... 

Townsend 

Bradford 

Reading  Centre. 


Seneca  Falls . 

Wateiloo. 

Waterloo. 


Srneca  County 

Harriet  S.  Chatham 

A  nna  E-  MoKeon 

William  Buropus 

F.  Elixabelh  Brchm 

Joinepbine  S.  Buck i  Waterloo — 

Mary  Clark... i  Waterloo 

Julia  M.  Geer Seneca  Falls 

NellieE.  Gridley Waterloo.... 

Flarriet  Moshcr Waierloo.... 

Sarah  Pearson Waterloo.... 

Mary  Rice Waterloo.. . . 


August 

August 

August 

Jauiiary 

A  ngust 

August 

August 

Auvuat 

August 

August 

Augnst 


1,1895 
30,1895 
1.  1K95 
1,  1P96 
30,1895 
30,  1895 
30.  1895 
30.  1895 
SO,  1896 
30,  1896 
30,1895 


Seneca  Falls i  Auguat      30,  1895 


September  3,  ll)95 
September  3, 1895 
September  3,  1895 
September  8, 1895 
September  3, 1895 
September  8, 1895 
September  3. 1895 
September  3.  U93 
Septen.ber  8, 1896 
September  8, 1895 
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Dbpabtmbnt  of  Public  Instbuotion 


Holders  op  First  Gradb  Certificates  —  (Continued) 


o  • 


]3 
14 
Ift 
16 


87 
38 
89 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
46 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
61 
52 


4 

6 
6 


6 
6 
7 


22 
23 
24 


U 
15 
16 


33 
84 
35 
36 


58 
59 
GO 
61 
62 
63 
64 


21 
22 


9 
10 
11 
12 


COUNTY,  DISTRICT  AND  NAME 


Sbneca  CovKTY—iOontinued) 

H.  Maude  St.  Jobn 

Marguerite  Ten  E.vck 

Jucob  L.  Van  Derveer 

laabelle  W.  Welch 


Steuben  County— Fibst  District 

Jenette  M .  Foster 

Wm.  T.  Paddock 

Gfo.  J.  firyan 

Mar.v  E.  McNamara 

Frank  S.  Simona 

liairiet  L.  Uawe 

JSettie  Conine. 

Charlotte  Sedgwick 

Anna  Fn-eniMn 

Anna  S.  Ky»or 

rdiuuie  K.  Alderman 

Lizzie  G.  Haddvn 

R.  S.  Bradburv 

E.J.  Trant 


Post  ofRce  address 


Waterloo. 
Waterloo. 
liVaander. 
Waterloo. 


Alida  E.  Kippey 

Fredeiica  K.  Henica. 


Steuben  County— Second  District 

Rose  W.  Morgan 

M.  A.  McDowell 

Fred.  J.  Smith 


Stkuben  County- 

MattvS.  Ccrey 

AdaC.  Bardwell 

Caleb  Siiuuna 


-Third  District 


Savona 

Pratiabnrg  . 

Savona 

IJalh 

Av«»ca 

Bath 

Baih 

Bath 

Bath 

Balh 

Thurston  ... 

Bath 

Pultnev 

Prattsburgh 
Pmttabnrgh 
Balh 


Lindley- 
Addi)«oii 
Addison . 


Canisteo 

Whitney's  Creasing 
Hempstead 


Suffolk  County— Fibst  District 
Willard  S   French East  Hampton. 


Date  of  certificate 


September  3, 1896 
September  8«  1895 
September  3,  1895 
September  8, 1885 


September 

September 

September 

September 

September 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

Jaoaary 

February 

January 

Apdl 

AprU 

May 


3,  1895 
2,1895 
5,  lh95 
3,1895 

30,  1895 
1,1895 

1.  1895 

2,  1896 
2,  1895 

17,1895 
20.  1H96 

8,  1896 
10,  1896 

7,  1896 
80,  1896 

4,  1886 


Anna  A.  Rogers. 
O.  F.  Payne. 


Suffolk  County— Second  District 
None  issued 


Kennza  Lake 


Sullivan  County— First  District 

Edwaid  C.  Neiger 

Elizabeth  Stioiig Bloomingburg 

Geo.  M.  Weller Maplewood 


Bndgebampton 
Suuthold 


Sullivan  County— Second  District 

Ralph  Annis ;. 

Itaac  L>«in 

Lester  Wo^lsey 


Liberty 

Mouticello 

MvingRt4>n  Manor. 


Adelbert  Eller Deviue's  Corners 


Tioga  County 

Anna  L.  Heriick 

Mary  H.  Ackerman 

Lena  M.  A»'eeU 

Helena  A  Bishop 

Anua  H.Graflr 

Nellie  M.  Sprinuer 

Cora  O.  Wiggins. 


Tompkins  County— First  District 

Bettin  Hvman 

Mabel  Mai  tin 


Flemingville.... 

J«*nk8v11I« 

Newark  Valley. 
Newark  Valley. 
Mewark  Valley. 

Lock  wood 

Nichols 


September  9, 1895 
October  7, 1895 
January       2,  1896 


September  6, 1895 
September  19.  1895 
September  1. 1885 


Aagust  30, 1895 
September  8, 1895 
October        1, 1895 


August  30,  1895 
September  9, 1895 
August        9,  1895 


August  3,  1895 
Sejttember  1,  1895 
September  1,  1886 
September  25, 1895 


September  9,  1P(I5 
October      11.  1895 


Ithaca 
Ithaca 


Tompkins  County— Second  District 

Glen  E.  Mo« 

Nellie  M.  Yaple 

Flora  Lencerbeaux 

Lizzie  E.  Smith 


West  Groton 
Slatervillrt... 
West  Groton 
Heddens 


October 
Octol»er 
Oitober 
October 
October 


11,1895 
11.1895 
11,1895 
11.  1895 
11,1895 


■September  9,  1895 
September  9,  1895 


Augast  2,  1895 
September  80.  1896 
September  30, 1895 
September  80,  1896 


tTinrOBU  Ezauinationb 


HoLDBBB  OF  Fi&ax  OsADo  Cbbtifioatbs  —  (Gontinued) 


i 

COPNir,  DISTRICT  AND  SAUK 

r«t(>nD«add»ai 

-FiSBi  UwraicT 

AatDtt        S,  IRH 

Aupi,t        B.  ISH 

Flstoi  Covhtj  - 

S^o..  1>,^.,^ 

KlDBBtoD 

Bciir>-A  Slroninnan 

Rigblind 

DLSTER  COPlfTT  - 

-TmeO  DUTHKT 

WaMEM  COItUIY 

—  FlRSI  UmBKT 

TTAiRur  CofSTV- 

-8tCO!(D  DlETHICT 

Wabhimhtos  CoCTf 

„-.»„,  !.,„.,„ 

Foft  Kdwanl 

—  SarowD  DieTBici' 

Wait  GraDTllto 

Hllrifo'd  ""■.::""*.:: 

K;';;.-:".:::.:::: 

•1 

Brtfr  L^mngwall 

Kellie  McUciirj- 

Jii  s            31.  IMW 

UllLile  ilranrlllc 

Palfn.  UlUi 

Waixk  rorsTV 

-  FlBM  UlBIBlCT 

B.H.l*liitl.r.'-. .:-.-." 

™°°'™-I' 

"nt-iio 

Uhnirr  J.  Sanfard.... 
EalaliaFewiler 

Alfred  H.  I^Ti* 

Uar7  A.  Hluche; 

lili: 

S>1ilemlKTl3,  law 
SfpMtiiW  S,  IWG 

n 

tfmiin,i>  Bridie 
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Dbpartmbnt  of  Publio  Instbuotion 


HoLDBBS  OP  First  Gbadb  Cbrtipicatbs  —  (Concluded) 


230 
231 
232 
288 


49 
50 
61 
52 
53 
54 
55 
5(t 
57 
58 
50 
1 


14 
15 
16 
17 


6 


18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
20 


COUNTY,  DISTRICT  AND  NAMB 


Post  office  address     i  Date  of  certifloaU 


Wbstchrsteb  Couimr— Skcowd  Distbict 

Msry  K.  IngerHoll 

M  argn  ret  A.  Condon 

Mary  P.  Diiobar 

Nellie  M.  Foster 

WB8TCHB8TER  COUNTT  —  THIBD  DiSTBICT 

Will  C.Hull 

Csssisn  J.  Drincoll 

Autheinian  Mnrray 

Easebinii  Mood's 

JoMeph  A.  Shnllew 

Vincent  P.  Moynehan 

Chiirles  Fol^y 

Manrice  J.  Carr 

Cvril  J.  DnonellT 

Daniel  SuHIvan.' 

Mary  T.  Evins 

Francis  Luke  Tanuey 

Wtomino  County— Fibst  Distbict 

George  Hart  well 

Mrs.  Ella  K.  Avery 

Alice  Harlbnrt 

Anna  E.  McDowell 

Wyomino  County— Second  District 
Mary  F.  Warren 

Yates  County 

Emma  Thoropnon 

Emma  L.  Cole 

Martin  J.  Howell 

Geo.  B.  Kiouer 

J  G.  Mc(>)nnell 

Geo.  H   Hoiie 

Minnii^  F.  Uernians 

M rs.  Ella  R.  Waller 

Llovd  C.  Stewart 


White  Plains. 
Port  Chester.. 


Anjnist 
January 


Hastings j  May 


Sing  Sing, 


May 


19.1805 

14,  1890 

7.1896 

7,  189« 


Lake  Waccabuc. 

Amawalk 

Aoiawalk 

Amawalk 

Amawalk 

Amawalk 

Amawalk 

Amawalk 

Amawalk 

Amawalk 

Peekskill 

Amawalk 


September 
Septtrraber 
September 
September 
Se|)tomlier 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
May 


3.1895 
3,  1895 
3,  1895 
8,  1805 
3,  1895 
3,1695 
3,  1895 
8,1895 
3.1895 
6,  1895 
3,1895 
12,1896 


Wyoming 

La  Grange :  March 

Attica May 

Linwood  (Liv.  Co.) . . .    May 


Castile. 


Dundee 

Penn  Yan... 

Dundee 

Dresden 

Macedon 

Peon  Yan... 
Miio  Center. 
Penn  Yan... 
Hornby 


September  27, 1885 

ai,  1896 

1.  18M 

1,1896 


August        9,  1895 


August 

September 

Septi*mber 

September 

September 

September 

January 

April 

May 


5.1805 
2,  1895 
2,  1805 
2,1895 
2  lft95 
8,1895 
ST.  1896 
25,1896 
1,1896 


Uniform  Examinations 
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5.    FIBST  GBADE  CEBTIFICATES  BENEWED 

Following  ii  a  list  of  all  teacheri  whose  first  grade  certificates  have  been  renewed  under 
the  uniform  system  of  examinations  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  Julj  81, 1896,  to  July 
31,  1896,  giving  date  of  certificates  and  period  of  time  for  which  renewed. 


NAME  OF  CANDIDATE  AND  POST 
OFFICE  ADDRESS 


Date  of 
certificate 


Albant  Cockty— First  District 

Elizabrlh  BiKiker.  Clarksville 

E.  H.  Parker,  Voorheeaville 

George  A .  Conklin,  Ravens 


Aiigaat  21. 1890 
An^nst  20,  1890 
March      19,  1891 


AuBAinr  County— SicoOT)  District 
None  renewed 


Albany  Coitntt— Third  District 
Newttm  J.  FerKQitoD.  Goilderland  Centre. 

EmniaQ.  KigC'*,  NewtnDville 

Margaret  R.  Sallivan,  Menands 


Alleoant  CouicTY— First  District 
Viola  Crowell.  Centrevilie 


Allioant  County— Second  District 
13  I  James  M.  Reed,  MilUviUe 

1  :  Lissie  M.  Ostrander,  Almond 

I 

I  Broomi  Coukty— First  District 

12     Gertie  E  Tracy,  Whitney's  Point 

{  Kate  C.  Wat  reus   State  Line 

2  I  O.  F.  Wiggins,  Yallouia  Springs 


6 
14 


Broomb  County— Second  District 

,  Andrew  Bnrg bard t,  Lisle 

'  Helena  Clarke,  Whitney's  Point 


S«»pt.  17,  1890 
Dec.  20.  1890 
March       3.  1891 


Cattaraugus  County— First  District 
.')     Mioni«!  LanotoD.  Delavan 

8 


jKiDuit;  LtHDOioD.  i/eiBvan    ... 
Emma  Drake,  Franklinville 


27 
28 
30 
32 


12 
18 


Cattaraugus  County— Second  District 

Cbrttttina  Gasimann.  Randolph 

Emma  v.  Kirklund,  Randolph 

Grace  E.  Johnsou,  Gowanda 

ZettaP.  Black,  Salamanca 


Cayuga  County— First  District 
Jennie  Lament,  Meridian j  Aagnrt   30,1890 


March. 


AiiirTi.*)t 
March 


Aumist 
Ansnst 
March 


An  gnat 
March 


March 
Angnst 


1890 


5.  1890 
4,1891 


20.  1890 

19,  1890 

7,  1891 


14,  1^88 
4,  1891 


4,1891 
19, 1891 


Anfimst  19,  1890 

Angnst  19. 1890 

August  19.  1890 

March  3.  1891 


Date  of  renewal 


Angnst  21,  1895 
October  9,  1895 
March      10,  1896 


S^pt        17,  1895 
Dec.  2. 1895 

March       8,  1896 


Angnst   12,1895 


Animst     5,  1895 
March       4, 1896 


Angnst  20, 1895 
Angnst  19,  1895 
March       7.  1896 


Angnst   14. 1895 
March      4,  1896 


Feb.         26,  1896 
Angnst     1. 1896 


Ansnst 
Angnnt 
Angnst 
March 


— ,  1895 
— ,  1895 
— ,  1895 
—,1896 


August    30,  1895 


Elisabeth  L.  Bradley,  Ira August   31,1890  |  August   30,1896 


Cayuga  County— Second  District 
7     Clara  L.  Bevier,  Owasco March       9,1891 


I 


12 

13 

1 


Chautauqua  County— First  District 

Mary  A.  Stowell,  Mayville Angnst  20,1890 

Mr«».  Mary  Coye  Slotboom,  Clymer August  20,  1890 

Mrs.  Jennie  Hill  Powers,  Panama ,  March  4,1891 


Feb. 


26.1896 


14 
15 
27 


Chemung  County 
Maggie  B.  SnlllTan.  Horseheads.. 
Cora  M.  Brown,  North  Chemung 
Jennie  Bobbins,  Sontbport 


March 
March 
March 


13,  1889 

1.3,  18H9 

5,  1890 


s 


Trs. 


Angnst  8.  1895 
August  20,  1895 
March       4, 1896  , 


Chautauqua  County— Second  District 
R.  A.  Muthewaon.  Irving Angnst   20,1890     Angnst   20.1895 

Chautauqua  County— Third  District     . 
None  renewed 


Angnst  80,  1896 
August  20,  1896 
May  4.  1896 


5 
5 
5 


5 
5 
5 


H 


5 
5 


5 
5 
5 


1 
3 


5 
5 


5 
5 


5 
5 


5 


5 

4 
2 


8 
5 
5 


DePABTHBNT   of   PdBUO   iNBTRDCnON 


FiBBT  Q&ADB  OERriFiCATEs  Rbnewed  —  {Continoedi 


AND  POST 


OFl^ICE  ADDBEiUI 


COEBTT— SBCONB  DiETRICT 

..,  Noitli  FpniuD 


■FlojdD.  Aliliicb,  GailforilCiDln) 

Clintos  Couitt— S'ifbt  Dibtbict 


eBark«r,FlH'l>biiif{b... 


Jharlesll.  Boice.  Copake 

rOLDMBll  COtrjfTT— 9BC0SD  DlHTKIl.T 

Artt.«rT  firnni-lt.  HlayTuuiI  Fftlli 

imjPulli,  Hudson 

COBTLAND  COinm— yraST  DiSTKICT 

Sonerenewwl 

COBTHilll  Col-NTT— Skcomd  Duteict 
Maudu  M.  Aiiord,  Homer 


Knrtrliilit... 
,  KoitrlKht.. 


ny}ih»»,FirtlilU 

niilx  a.  Ddiin.  PittDrwin 

MmirleMdntir*.  mfIdit™ 

Cim*  L.  WlllJilB.  Fltbkill'OD-niKtMD... 
. -u "•— ilrfjer  F»l]« 


c  U.  RiUhnKoii.  Mmtuwi 

ji>  Sherwnwl,  MBtlriwan.. 

Ednr  H.  Kilmer  Bingill 

I'U  Viin  Cott.  AriiDitan 

ADtUG.  Kriil,  M>It»flan 

I  Fannie  A.  Snllb,  N.  Hirkraan 

Cirri"  C.  nopprr.  Pi<hklll-Dn-I 
I  Ai>Di*Kahlniu>ii.St(nr<inlvllle. 
I  Lona  U.  Cra^Uiii.  Cbi  timid  no. 


H  rODUTT— SlCOKD  TliBTRrCT 


I  UcrilltV.  Willnc 

Fur  CocktT— FiBBT  DtBrain 


Mirv  M.  EilviKlii.  Tons 
M«IIllrT,    "      "        "" 
I  Kate  Bell 


Hacob       S.  isei 


Hai'oh      18,  imi 
March       4.  IWI 


Data  at  roiiairal 


ftpt. 
Uarch 


March       4. 18M 


Mirrb       *'.  I! 
March       t,  I) 


Jul,       a 


Uniform  Examinations 
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First  Gradb  Certificates  Renewed  —  {Continued) 


11 
1 


9 

12 


30 
81 
83 
8i 
1 
2 


32 
38 
34 
35 
36 
37 


24 

IJ 
10 
18 
14 


45 


607 

U 

S 

8 

2 


28 

8 
6 

7 

4 
8 


NAME  OF  CANDIDATE  AND  POST 
OFFICE  ADDKESS 


Erie  County— second  Distbict 
Mayme  J.  Duyie  (UtMitli;,  Uauibuig 


Ebie  County— Third  District 
W.  H.  DaYiB,  Murtli  Coliina 


E80RX  CorNTY— First  District 

Mary  Ucl«arlaud    K»^en«) 

Alic«  E.  Abtri,  Elizabetbtown 


Essex  County— Second  District 
Mary  £.  Mcl>ou«ld,  Port  Uenry 


Franklin  County— First  District 
flattie  C.  Diiaiitt,  PmuI  Siuitliis 


Franklin  County— Second  District 
Hailow  ixodani,  b'vrt  Cuviugion 


Fulton  County 

Ella  Safi^r.  GIoYetnTille 

Bell  JuMiao,  Piuo  Lake 

Mary  E.  Kelly,  KniiuuDsburg 

Auua  K.eliy,  Kiiiiiiuii^tliuiir    

AiiiiJi  B.  Uolcoiiibe,  Gluversviile 
AiuanUa  AicLaughiiu,  EphrMtah 

Genesee  County 
Fre<1  W.  Haniiliou.  liotbiinv 


Caiey  E.  Hoxie.  VV«si  B*ftbauy 
Clura  Fi  l<  k.  Si aftorti 


Cliarlea  F.  Wailker.  Bvrou 
Biiri  it.  Fsuusv^oitb,  Oaktluld 
Wiliia  J.  Frick.  SutTord 


Greene  County—  First  District 

aara  RichmoDd,  Caukill 

Charlf*  Half,  CiitMkiil 

KliaDe  La  Matcra.  Catskill 

Hrleu  U'Brieu.  Calskill 

Elizabetb  VVUkiuaou,  Athena 


Greene  County  — Second  District 
None  renewed 


Hamilton  County 
None  renewed 


Herkimer  Tounty- Fir5«t  District 
LoUa  M.  Lovelaod,  Middleville 


Herkther  County— Second  District 

M.  EiU  Brown.  Waveily 

Aiiua  E.  HazletoD,  Solon 

Kiunia  BelirnKer 

GrHce  SievcDA 

W.  G.  Lewia,  WeatSchu\ler 


Date  of 
certificate 


AngQBt   19,1890 
April         8, 1890 


Angnst   26.  1P90 
March       3, 1891 


Aagnat  22,  1890 
Angnat  20,1890 
March      81, 1891 


Sept. 

Nov. 

Deo. 

D«»o. 

March 

March 


4, 1«K> 
7.  1800 
1.  IfWO 
1,  ]800 
r.',  IMi 
16,  1801 


Aagniit  20. 1»90 

Angimt  20.  1800 

August  20.  1890 

Angiist  20,  1890 

March  4.  1891 

March  4,  1891 


Angnnt  20,  1800 

Aiigatit  20.  1890 

August  20,  1890 

AuKiist  20,  1890 

March  6,  1891 


March        4, 1891 


Aucrnst 

AllZIIRt 

MMfch 
Munh 
March 


20, 
23. 

].% 
12, 


1890 
189U 
1801 
18W1 
1891 


Jefferson  Cou.tty  —  First  District 

LibbJe  M.  DayoD.  Munnsville 

EIU  M.  Siiiitb.  Kodman 

Martha  J.  Audrewa,  Euat  Wateitowo 


Jeffer.son  County  — Sr.coND  District 

Kat le  N .  B«rt.  Rrd wood . 

Nellie  Matthews.  CaithHse 

Flora  K.  Ki-lloge.  ('anhag« 

M'8.  Haitie  Met  rill.  Cuthsze 

Hattie  Wfroer,  Fbiladelpliin 

Leiuaa  C.Becker,  StrrliogviUe 


Sent.  12,  1890 
March  4.  U91 
August    19,  1891 


Arfgust 

5i»'|»t. 

Sept. 

8f  pt. 

Sept. 

Sept. 


20,  1890 
1,  18«i0 
1,  1890 
1,  IHOO 
1,  1888 
1.1888 


Date  of  renewal 


Angnat   16,1895 


October     1, 1895 


AnEDBt    26,  1895 
February  7, 1896 


Anguat    22,  1895 
Angnat   20, 1895 
March     31, 1896 


Sept. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Mnrrh 

March 


4,1895 
7,  1895 
1,  1895 
1,  1895 
12.  1896 
16,1896 


Antrnst  20.  1895 

AogUMt  20,  1895 

AiiKUHt  20,  1H05 

AiiKuat  :!0,  Ih95 

Match  4,  1896 

March  4»  1896 


Angniit  20.  1R95 

Angnat  20,  1895 

AugUNt  20.  1805 

Auuuat  20,  1895 

Feb.  21,  1896 


January  24, 1896 


Auimat  21, 1895 

August  23.  18  5 

March  4,  1896 

March  15,  1896 

March  12,  J 896 


"3 
*2 


Fra. 


8 


6 
6 


8 

6 
6 
5 
4 

6 


5 
6 
5 
6 
6 
6 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


Sept. 

March 

July 


Angnat 

S<-pt. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

April 

April 


12,  1995 

14,  18!)6 

3,1896 


20,1805 
1,  189.-) 
1,  1805 
1.  1M»5 
3,  1896 

30,  1896 


5 
6 

41-12 
5 
3 


5 
1 

4 


5 
5 
2 
5 


*  To  September  1, 1897. 


tTo  September  8,1899i 


730 


Department  of  Public  Instruction 


First  Grade  Certificates  Renewed  —  {Continued) 


ID** 

S  o 


2 
3 
6 


3 
3 


12 

7 

11 

13 


28 
2fl 
9 
16 
17 


U 
10 


4 

8 


5 
6 
2 


11 
18 
14 
15 
1 


5 
1 


NAME  OF  CANDIDATE  AND  POST 
OFFICE  ADDRESS 


JIFFER60N  CotTNTY— Third  District 

Philips  Slate.  Black  River 

Willis  E.  Bell,  Adaine 

CJara  M.  Batler,  Sackett's  Harbor 


Lewis  County 
None  renewed 


First  District 


Lewis  County— Second  District 

luez  TitfRoj.  East  Maitiu&barg 

Cora  A.  Keener,  Low\  ilie 


Livingston  County— First  District 
Clara  Doup^las,  Livonia 


Livlngston  County— Second  District 
None  renewed 


Madison  County— First  District 

Laoiiis  L.  Case,  Nelson 

blephen  K.  Campbell.  Lebanon 

Jennie  E.  Free],  I<eonar<lHville 

Lottie  A.  Williams,  Hamilton 


Madison  County— Second  District 
None  renewed 


Monroe  County— First  District 
L.  Belle  Sage,  Ist  disri  in  CbeuHiigo  Co. 
Matie  O'Connor,  2d  district  Ontario  Co  . 

A.  ?.  Shipley,  2d  dlntricl  Wa^ne  Co 

EllaH.  D.  Law,  Webster 

Carlotia  Bart,  Houeoye  Falls 


Monroe  County— Second  District 

Mrs.  Trvj»heutt  C  Sione,  Rucheitter 

Fred.  E.  Darling,  Adams  Bui>in 


MONTriOKERY  COUNTY 

Adam  Tord«n.  Sprout  Rrook 

Genreia  E.  Shibley,  Rural  Grove 

Jenni«^  Vrooman,  Arastinlam 

Elizabeth  Dunnau.  Amsterdam... 

Epbraim  Failing.  Fort  Pluin 

Mary  Hubbs,  Amsterdam 


Niagara  County— First  District 

Carrie  A.  Bradley.  Warren's  Corners 

D  S.  Dehehimer,' Noith  Tonawanda 

CoraB  Adams,  Lockport 


Niagara  County— Second  District 

Isaac  F.  Devlin,  Yuuncntown 

Mary  A.  Wulgh,  Lewiston 

Wm^  D.  Winner,  Kan>'omvi']e 

Elmer  B.  TowuHi-nd.  Ridjse  Road 

Adelaide  L.  Harris,  Ransomville 


Onrida  County— First  District 

Jobn  R.  Pngb.  Mnynard 

A.  M .  Script  ure,  S'e w  Hart  f«»rd 

MarKsret  M.  iShaw.  ^)eerfleld 

Kate  Beaton,  North  Gage 


Onrida  County— Second  District. 

Chai.  D   Pitcher,  LowviUo 

E.  E.  Edgerton,  ClayvUle 


Date  of 
certificate 


August    20.1890 
S«|it.  9,  1890 

March      14, 1888 


Angiut    10,1891 
May  6,  1888 


March       8, 1891 


August  20, 1890 
Man  h  6, 1801 
August    19, 1891 


August 

August 

Sept. 

March 

March 


April 
March 


August 

Sept. 

August 

August 

March 

March 


August 
August 
August 


August 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

March 


August 
Auguiit 
August 
March 


March 
October 


26.  1890 

29,  1890 

2,1890 

4,  1891 

4,1891 


17,1889 
4,1891 


— ,  1890 
- ,  1890 
—,1890 
— ,  1890 
4,  189L 
2,1892 


20,1890 
20,  1890 
19, 1891 


25,1690 
1,1890 
1,1890 
1,1890 
9.1891 


—^1890 

— ,  1890 

19,  1800 

6,1891 


4,1891 
9,1891 


Date  of  renewal 


August  J20, 1895 
Sept.  9. 1895 

January    2, 1896 


e  « 


a 


Trs. 


AnguBt     6. 1896 
August   17,  lb86 

JuiM        15, 1806 


AngUBt  20,1895 

August  20,1895 

March  6, 1806 

July  81, 1B06 


August 

August 

Sept. 

March 

March 


Nov. 
March 


August 

August 

August 

August 

Feb. 

March 


25,1895 

29,1895 

2,1895 

4,1896 

4,1896 


80,1895 
4,1B06 


8,1895 
14.  1895 
26.  1895 
28,  1896 
21,  1896 

2,  1806 


August  20,  1896 
August  20,  1805 
Auguat    19, 1896 


August 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

March 


26,1895 
2.  1895 
2,18W 
2.1895 

10.1896 


August  — ^  1S95 

Augnut  — ,  1895 

August  10. 1K95 

March  5, 1896 


March 
July 


4,1806 
81,1806 


5 
1 
2 


3 

3 


8 
6 
5 
5 


6 

5 
5 


5 
5 


9 
5 


5 
5 

5 


5 
5 
5 

m 

5 


5 
5 
5 

4H 


5 
5 


*  Issued  by  D.  Keating. 


Uniform  Examinations 


First  Gradb  Cbrtifioates  Rbnbwbd  —  {Continued) 


1 


262 

14 

5 


1 
2 
3 


27 


21 
23 


7 
8 
5 
6 
2 


18 
10 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
20 
30 
81 
32 


20 
24 


NAME  OF  CANDIDATE  AND  POST 
OFFICE  ADDRESS 


Ombida  County  —  Third  Dibtbict 

£.  F.  Doran,  Darhaniville 

H.  L.  H viand.  Hi^giDsville 

WillJ   John,  Cam«len 

O.  S.  William.-*.  Florence 

E.  Lather  Evans,  Home 


Oneida.  County  —  Foubth  District 
M.  Emiua  Palmer,  Ava 


OxoNDAOA  County  — First  District 

AnnaO'Neil.  Livetpwl 

Anna  L.  McCord,  Liverpool 

G.  N.  WTiite,  Camlllua 


Onondaga  County  — Second  District 
None  iitdued 


Onondaoa  County  — Third  District 

E.  A.  WloeheU,  De  Rnyter 

Wm.  R.  Ai8**ver.  JameMrille 

Anna  CouKhlin.  Fayottevilie 

Abby  L.  Andrews,  Fayettevillo 

Mnry  A.  Dowd.  Fayctteville 


Ontario  County  — First  District 

Cora  D.  Robinson.  Clifton  Springs 

Matilda  H.  Brewer,  Geneva 

Clara  Barber,  Geneva 


Ontario  County  — Second  District 
A  una  Rockwood,  Canandaigua 


Oranor  County— First  District 

Anna  F.  Lawson,  Moutironifry 

Isaac  F.  Garrison,  Fort  Montgomery  . . . 


Orange  County— Second  District 

Julia  Kane  Goshen .  

Rattle  H.  Colemnn,  P«  rt  Jervis 

Sarah  W.  Houston,  Florida 

Kdward  D.Johnson.  Drckertown 

Cornelia  Caskey,  Port  Jervis 


Orleans  County 

Frances  M.  Wallnce.  Medina 

Ella  Colby.  Me<lina 

Minnie  B.  Glenn.  Albion 

A.  B.  Flowers,  Lvndun^ille 

Freeman  K.  Mc>lal1.  Albion 

M.  AdellaCornes.  30:(  Feno  street,  Buffalo. 

Winifred  A.  Foni,  Medina 

IdaM   Bait,  Albion 

Cora  R  Byineton.  Albion 

Aaron  L.  Bndd,  Sbplby 

A.  Grac»»  Harris,  Albion 

Alice  L.  Harris.  Albion 

Maria  A.  McCarthy,  Albion 


Oswego  County— First  District 
Estelle  G.  Robinson,  Fleming 


Oswego  County— Second  District 

Marian  M   Snnders.  Cleveland 

Cora  L.  Hariinglon.  Central  Sqnare 


Date  of 
certificate 


August  22.  1800 

Deo.  20,  1800 

Dec.  31,  1800 

Nov.  20.  1890 

August  20,  1895 


March      29, 1889 


AuKust   20,  1890 
March       4,  1891 


Sept 

Dec. 

March 

March 

March 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


1,1800 

7,1890 

10,  1891 

10,  1891 

10,  1891 


6,1891 
2.  1891 
2.  1891 


August    20,  1801 


March 
March 


March 
Match 
March 
March 
March 


Augnst 

August 

Ancust 

Angust 

March 

Augnst 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 


4,  1891 
4,1891 


15,  1891 
15.  1891 
15,  1891 

15,  1891 

16,  1891 


20,  1890 

20.  1H90 

20,  1890 

20.  1890 

4,  1891 

14,  1889 

4,1891 

4,1891 

4,  1891 

4,  1891 

4,  1891 

4,  189L 

4,1891 


Augnst   19, 1890 


August    20, 1890 
Augnst    20.  1890 


Date  of  renewal 


August  1,  1896 
Dec.  20,  1895 
January  1, 1896 
Nov.  1. 1895 


Nov. 


1.1896 


August  20, 1895 
March  2, 1896 
Sept.  1, 1896 


Sept. 

Deo. 

March 

March 

June 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


1,1895 

7.1805 

10,  1896 

10,  1896 

1,1898 


1.1895 
8,1895 
3,1805 


Augiut   20,  1805 


Feb. 
March 


March 
March 
March 
March 
March 


August 

Augnst 

August 

AugUHt 

January 

January 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 


18.1896 
4,1896 


15,1896 
15,  :89« 
15,1896 
15,  1896 
15,1896 


20,1805 
20.  1805 
20,  1805 
20.  1895 
20.  l'<06 
20,  1896 

4,  1896 

5,  1896 
5,1896 
5,1896 
5.  1896 
5,  1k96 
5.1896 


Angust    19, 1895 


Angtist 
Angust 


1,1895 
1,  1895 


Dbpakthent  Off  PnsLio  Instbuctiok 


First  Qqade  C&itTmicATES  Renewed  —  (Continued) 


i 

KAME  Of  CAMIIDATK  ANU  POST 
iiVaiCR.  ADDEESa 

o«rUfi<Ma 

Data  of 

™.u 

E 

I 

OSWEOO  rocNTT — Thibd  D[BTRICT 

Anciut 

Ai.ai,-t 
A  licit  >t 
AugB.t 

A....t 

a'iIE";! 

M,r«h 

B.pt. 
Seiit. 

March 

SS 

Mirob 
u"rn 

AuS^t 
AhidkL 
A..xu«t 

a. 

AllEDtt 

M>r.b 
Mircb 

Aiieort 

0.io"«l 
Mnrrh 
Mirtb 

is!  lan 

W,  180 
IS,  18» 

lis 

iu.  IKW 
4;iesi 

M,18W 

1^,  loan 

-,  IWO 
IS,  ISM 

iiii 

IB.tN1 

ig.  im 
».if>no 

i:IS 

IS 

Aainit 

July 

A  USD:,! 
AUKD*I 

ffi? 

Hirch 
Anpwl 
Sfpt. 

ft.. 

s-s- 

Ultrh 
Mirch 
Uuck 

S*pl. 

u:"k 

Marcta 

Jotr 

Aagn't 
A..gil.l 

Aunnit 

S3,ira« 

ISK 
M.  1«M 

£0,  i!)m 

10.  iw 
».  IWl 
M.  1M6 
*,  1KB* 
«,  1£9B 

».  IBM 

IS,  IMB 

IS.  im 

10,  1»9< 

-,lglB 

4.  ISM 

1,  [ate 
«,  imw 
Maw 

ii.iHB 

IS 

A  is 
vss. 

30.  ins 

|;lg 

!;ffi 

V.i<« 

A,]8M 

Yn 

Crrir  K,  U|.t.in.  SbuiIv  Ciok 

M.yK.  ITulo.  l.»™«ii 

J 

OrsBim  CoDSTT—  Fust  DiBTnicr 
Jnllm:  Turner,  Schu J Icr  LoikB 

Fi.d  V.Woli^Mr,  Ws.troii 

S 

Cl.milM  W.  shonunn'.  Cli.'try  VuUsr..;!'j;i!; 
AUB.  B.  WitlilB.  WMlford:. 

OTserio  Cocim  —  Recoxd  UisiaiCT 

> 

Timnn  ConsTi 

1 

H  Emmu  lU'krr.  U.LiDp.icFiill* 

Loui.  M.  WriBbl,  KeutCliffj 

QfllBg  COUKTV— FlHHT  HibiSICT 

IS 

u 

A.lt-liid.- S.  Birko.  Th'<riiiui<m 

KKJ.fSii.rK"':::::::::::::;:::: 

Unr;  1£.  aandii,  KLuiiktDg 

Qt'erss  Cot- «T»— S»coNii  Diwaict 

Bill  fail.  OIil  W»lliurv 

E»thrr  a.  M.U«,GI«i  Hrtd 

» 

lil 

i-Sarr'jr.-.'^r'^'" 

s 

IT 

» 

Lnuliw  HiiiioiD.  H.KsiokFHlU 

K.taColi«B.Hw-l.k  F.ll. 

M»tT  Mmniliim.  HoMlfk  Kdl. 

Oiulvn  V.  Bruaka,  LnnniDEliuiRh 

&'Lrir*™V?-fc,.::;:::;:;:::::: 

\ 

RlNSHrLAEB  CnUBTT— SKCO.ID  niSTHlCT 

|S.JiS;'=.;™:^;;::;::;;::::::;:: 

Ida  Viii  Brnniii,  Ell")  Urrfrilidib 

AirU  W.  Jirluw.  £.i.t  Kumii 

»,  1«IM     Aanut 
N,  ISM     A.iiu.I 

«,U>»1      M.rcli' 
t,  ISBl    Uareh 

I 

I  Five  years  rroDi  Marcb  13,  ISS:). 


■»  yean  from  Ansait  1. 


TTnifobh  Exauinationb 
FiBST  Obadb  Certificates  Renewed  —  ((Continued) 


VIMrHOrifflib.  SuplMoD 

llnry  A.  DobMio,  Niir  Brighloii.. 
Mirsnral  L.  fow^r,  Tonipktn.vil 
CtDigB  IIoK*i>.  Na*  BilgbUia  — 


r.  llWBISffl  COUSTV— SBCOMD  DlSTHICT 


n  COPITTT— THIRU    DISTBICT 

ieK.  BrnbumiKlBliol rille. ..!'.!; !".^!;;" 


SArnT'>riA  COISTI— riWlT  DISTEICT 

Kfe  V.ni'.rwnrlmn   'WitMrurd 

uHio  M.  iiav.iupnit.  HtiUwilM 

■>r  A.  1-  eslon  WaliTiTil  

■phIi  B.  Th.i.b.r,  W  (crftml 

m*  J    SI iFii.  W«[M'r..,d 


DM*  of  rsuavtl 


Jnly         31, 
AnKDtt    IS.  IMS 


AoiuH      2,  US5 


An  mil   Id.  ires 


lllllB  UoliMi>iil<-,  (ililwij. . 


B     FiwlP.  June., 


— HEonKD  UrarnirT 


I  SfRl-yLKK    COCXT 

'  Letllln  Rnrowl.  Al""r , 

Uharlr-iE.  RaplF'.ToKntrnd. 
ALbert  L.  Pli«r.  Tyroue 

Mnv  B.  Tmi  i)<.>»r>.  I'jtni'r 
'il.r^iirBU.  Ardr-WK,  diveirf 

Eilif!.  IVhiirti   Cn-oei  

I  S*r«h   I']     l!>^>:ti'-ir,  l'ADiM.'a... 


Amnut    M,  IfWi  I  Ang 
Mu-cb       e|  IMl     'Uar< 


ArlliurC_E^iin*f  Ooiie»«..'. 
I1<i«F  ChlLll«tq  Utia 

Sn 


STXITBIH  COCWTT— FIBKT  l>lgTH:<T 

-"I  Sn.lth.  B«ih    , 

.., n.rrlMii.  WllTJH" 

iUiV  K.  Brjan,  SaiOD>        


.  Msn-h  13,  Itmi  March 
.'  Msri-h  Kl.  IMl  I  Mnrch 
.    Sepl.       23.  IKM     Sept. 


Mtfeh     Kl^  lan  I  Uueh      11.  UH  I,       V 


734 


Dbpartmbnt  of  Publio  Instbucstion 


First  Qradb  Gertifioatrs  Sbnbwbd  —  (Continued) 


I 


*M  (J 

s 
JZ5 


782 
735 


2 
6 


40 
23 
26 


8 


15 
16 
13 
18 
20 
19 


NAME  OF  CANDIDATE  AND  POST 
OFFICE  ADDRESS 


Date  of 
certiflcate 


Suffolk  County— Fibst  District 
None  renewed 


Suffolk  County— Second  District 
None  renewed 


Sullivan  County— First  District 

Rose  A.  Dillon.  Belbel 

HowaidC.  01m8r**d.  Glen  Wild 

Mary  A.  Frank,  Monticcllo 


Sullivan  County— Second  District 
Nune  renewed 


TiooA  County 

Mazie  A.  KHue,  Waverly 

Mary  Van  Kleeck,  551  £.  Church  at,  Elmira. 

Tompkins  County— First  District 
None  renewed 


Tompkins  County— Second  District 

Grant  H.  Halney.  W.  Groton 

M.  Elizabetli  Pfesher,  Ithaca 

Anna  M.  Mintum,  LaiisinKville 


Ulster  County— First  Distiiict 

OncarN.  Duesler.  Rochester 

Beaoie  V  Tvdenburtfh.  Kiufrstun 

Rowena  Veruooy ,  Klugstou 


Ulster  County  —  Second  District 

3  Loni'^e  jHcknon,  Marlboroutch 

4  Cornelia  Piirdy.  Marlborough 

P.  H.  Cullen.  KinfCdton 


March 
Match 
March 


May 

March 


18, 1891 
18,  1b91 


March 

Sept. 

Sept. 


4,1891 
9,  18fl 
9,1891 


Anfmat  23,  1890 
Aufiast  27.1890 
March       7. 1891 


Ulster  County— Third  District 
James  T.  Brewster,  Pine  Hill 


"Warren  County- First  District 

Phebe  Mills,  Gl»-nii  Falls 

Elizabeth  M.  Miller.  Glens  Falls 


Warren  County— Second  District 
None  renewe<i 


Washinoton  County— First  District 

Carolina  Hill.  Coila 

Dora  Patten,  Fort  Edward 

Jennit'  M.  <  'ounor,  Salem 

Maeme  ODonnell,  Fort  Edward 

Jessie  F.  Snyder,  Arj? y le 


Washington  County— Second  District 

28     Olive  A.  F«»nton.  Ft.  Ann 

23  I  E.  Ther«»Ka  Fenton.  Ft.  Aon 

27  I  Carrie  Hendrick,  Whitehall 


March 

12, 

1890 

March 

12, 

1890 

March 

14, 

1890 

AuKust    — .  1890 
March      — ,  1891 


Augnat  27,  1890 

Aneust  28,  1890 

March  9,  1891 

March  9,  1891 

March  9,  1891 


March 
March 
March 


5,  1891 
5,  1891 
5, 1891 


Waynr  County— First  Disthkt 
None  renewed 


;          Wayne  County— Second  District 
11     Carrie  B.  Knapp,  Marion March 


Westchester  County— First  District     I 

Emeline  A.  Wntors,  Westchester j   Auenst 

Eva  l)._Louis.  Maiiiaroneok ;  August 

August 
August 
March 
Muroh 


Emma  K.  Newcomb,  Mauinroneck. 

Owen  F.  Dolen,  Westchester 

('barlotte  E.  Cowles,  Pelham  Manor. 
LolaM.  An,  Woodlawn 


16,1890 


25,1890 
25,1890 
25.  1890 
25,1890 
4,1891 
4,1891 


3,  1891 
3.  1891 
3,  1891 


Date  of  renewal 


t 

a 


Yrs. 


March 
Match 
March 


3.  1896 
3,1896 
3,  1896 


May 

Jaoe 


18.  1896 
1,  1896 


April  10.  18M 
August  1,  1896 
August      1,  1896 


AngUPt  12, 1895 
August  27,  1895 
March       2,  1896 


January  19, 1895  '. 
March  12,  1895  ! 
March      14,  1895 


March       5, 1896 


August    — ,  1895 
March     —.1896 


March      10, 1896 


August 
August 
I  AugUNt 
August 
March 
March 


25;  1895 
25.1896 
25,1895 
26,1895 
4,1896 
4,1696 


5 
4 

5 


I 

5 
4  1-6 


4i 
5 
5 


5 
5 
5 


5 
5 


5 
5 


August 

•  •  • 

27, 

1895 

•  •  •  • 
* 

9 

August 

28, 

1895 

5 

March 

9, 

1896 

5 

Match 

9, 

1896 

."i 

March 

9. 

1896 

5 

March 

3. 

1896 

5 

March 

3, 

1896 

5 

March 

4, 

1896 

5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


Uniform  Examinations  736 

First  Gradb  Cbrtipicatbs  Renewed  —  {Concluded) 


140 

0 

23 


25 
21 
24 
10 


24 
2 
8 
5 
6 


NAME  OF  candidate  AND  POST 
OFFICE  ADDRESS 


Wkstceesteb  County— Second  Distbict 

ElisH  KrMtx.  Tarn  town 

N.  L4>oDiird,  SiiiK  Sing 

Franciii  8.  Smith,  Scaredale 


Wkstchksteb  County— Third  District 

FthI  L.  Fox.  CrotoD-on-HadaoD 

Emma  THIott.  Pet-k^kill 

Lottie  M.Godden.  Peekaltill 

Lily  A.  Roinaiue.  Pe4>kBkill 

Amy  J.  Brown,  Somera 


Wyoming  County— First  District 
Nooe  renewed 


Wyoming  County— Second  District 
Jamea  F.  Marphy ,  Pike 


Yates  County 

Jamea  M.  WelN,  Pott*T 

Jennie  M.  Hnaon,  Penn  Tan 

Jennie  I.  Nevyna,  Piiltney , 

H.  C.  Underwood,  RnDbvitle 

Katberine  If.  RiiHeell.  Penn  Yan. 
Lewis  S.  Patter«ou,  Roxbnry 


Date  of 
certificate 


August  20,  1800 
Jauuarv  10,1893 
March '     4,  1891 


Angn&t  20,  1890 

MMrch  4, 1891 

March  4,  1891 

March  4,  1891 

August  14,  1889 


Date  of  renewal 


t 

a 


March       6, 1891 


Augnst 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 


-.  1890 
4,  1891 
4,  1891 
4,  1891 
4.  1891 

13,  1891 


August  20,  1895 
March  22, 1896 
March       4,  1896 


Yra. 


Feb. 

Feb. 

March 

March 

August 


17,  1896 

20,  1806 

4,  1896 

4,  1896 

1,1896 


March       8, 1806 


August 

March 

March 

March 

March 

Maich 


—,1895 
4.1896 
4,  1896 
4.  1896 
4,  1896 

13,  1896 


5 

5 

'6 


5 
5 
5 
5 
1 


3 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
3 


6.  HOLDEBS  OF  VOCAL  MUSIC  CEBTIFICATES 

The  following  la  a  list  of  all  teachers  who  have  received  vocal  music  certificates  Issued  under  the 
nnlform  examination  system  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  July  31, 1895,  to  July  31, 1896.  These 
ceitlflcates  are  good  for  three  years  from  date  of  Issue: 


7 

1 
90 

3 
36 
37 
35 
16 

6 

SS 
17 
19 

4 

8 

33 
13 
10 
18 
18 

8 
11 

9 
31 
3« 
15 
14 


Capron,  Harriet  W 

Collins,  Marlon  Q 

Durkee,  Bessie  L 

Oerrity,  Manraret. 

Gates,  Edith  H 

HarrlMon,  Mrs.  M.  M. 

Hess.  MarRuerlte  H 

Holmes,  Elizabeth 

Hutchinson.  Alice  M 

Jones,  BemiceH. 

Kejsey,  David  M 

Kursa,  Joseph  M 

McOowan.  Katherlne. . . . 

Mills.  Mrs.  Loul8a  K 

Morgan  Abigail  L 

Parkhurst,  la  Vancia. . . . 

Phillips,  lisura  I^ 

Roscoe,  Fannie  M 

Ruse.  Samuel  W 

Shirley.John  B 

Smith.  Bessie  H 

Sterling,  Pauline. 

Stevens,  Oraoe  E 

Stone,  Josephine. 

Wells,  Mary  C 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Alberta .... 


Jersey  City 

Stamford 

Malone 

Chatham 

East  Aurora 

Mt  Morris 

Brockport , 

Charlotte,  Vt..., 

Oswego 

Fredonla. 

FiaratOKa  Springs 

Dolgevllle 

MlnevUle 

Canisteo 

Waverly 

Fredonla 

Rouses  Point 

Cobleskill 

Friendship 

Lanslngburgh 

FayetleviUe 

Lyons 

Mohawk 

Tonawanda 

East  Syracuse — 
Potsdam 


County  and  District 


Date  of  certificate 


Queens— 2d  district 

Delaware— 2d  district . . . 
Franklin— 1st  district. . . . 
Columbia— 2d  district. . . . 

Erie— 2d  district. 

Livingston— 2d  district . . 

Monroe^-2d  district 

Essex— 2d  district 

Tioga 

Chautauqua— 2d  district. 

SaratOKa^-2d  district 

Herklmpr- 1st  district. . . 

Essex— 2d  district 

Steuben— 3d  district 

Tioga 

Chautauqua— 2d  district. 

Waync^lst  district 

Schoharie— 2d  district . . . 
Allegany— 2d  district  — 
Rensselaer— 1st  district. . 
Onondaga— 3d  district. . . 

Wayne— 1st  district 

Herkimer— 2d  district . . . 

Erie— 1st  district 

Onondaga— 3d  district. . . 
St.  Lawrence— 3d  district 


March  1, 1896. 
January  :<2, 1896. 
March  23,  1896. 
January  1,  1896. 
April  24,  1894. 
April  24.  1896. 
April  18,  1896. 
March  28,  1896. 
February  14, 1896. 
April  9,  1896. 
March  23, 189  . 
March  23, 189  . 
February  8, 1896. 
March  1, 1896. 
April  9,  1896. 
March  23,  1896. 
March  9, 1896. 
March  23, 1896. 
March  23, 18%. 
February  4,  1896. 
March  19, 1896. 
March  1,  1896. 
April  5, 1896. 
April  15. 1896. 
March  23,  1896. 
March  23, 18%. 
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0.  Selections  appropriate  for  Arbor  Day  programs  1040 
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report  of  local  board 210 
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CBVTBAL  NEW  YORK  INSTrTUTION  FOB  DEAF-MUTES, 
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CEBTIFICATES, 
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COHOES, 
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